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ETUSBED is currently indexed in TUBITAK ULAKBIM TR Dizin, MLA, Sherpa Romeo, Scilit, MIAR, Erih Plus, DRI, ESJI.

The editorial and publication processes of the journal are shaped in accordance with the guidelines of the Council of Science Editors (CSE),
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Cultural Comparison of University Students in
Entrepreneurial Intentions, Creativity, and Emotional
Intelligence: An Example of the USA and Turkey
Universite ~ Ogrencilerinin ~ Girigimcilik ~ Niyetlerinin,
Yaraticilhiklarimin  ve Duygqusal Zekalarimin  Kiiltiirel Olarak
Karsilagtirilmasi: ABD ve Tiirkiye Ornegi

Oz

Insan kaynaginin sagladig1 katma deger, tilkelerin refah diizeyini énemli 6lgiide etkilemektedir.
Insan kaynaklarinin vyetistirilmesinde en ©nemli unsurlardan birisi ise egitimdir. Egitim
sistemlerinin basarisi, yetistirilen bireylerin niteliklerine baglidir. Ozellikle girisimcilik niyeti,
yaraticilik, duygusal zeka gibi kavramlar, egitimden ve toplumsal kiiltiirden etkilenebilir. Bu
unsurlar, dogustan sahip olduklar1 yeteneklere bagli olarak bireyler arasinda farkhiliklar
gosterebilir. Ancak iyi bir egitim, cevresel ve baskin olan kiilttirel faktorler, bireysel faktorleri de
gelistirebilmektedir.

Bu nicel calisma, Tiirkiye ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'ndeki (ABD) tiniversite 6grencilerinin
girisimcilik niyetleri, yaraticilik ve duygusal zeka dtizeyleri agisindan bir karsilastirma saglamayz
amaclamustir. Bu kapsamda Tiirkiye ve ABD'de iki farkli tiniversitede 799 &6grenciye anket
uygulanmustir. Verileri analiz ederken, yapisal gecerliligi elde etmek i¢in dogrulayic faktor analizi
ve ardindan karsilastirmali testler yapilmistir. Sonuclar, ABD egitim goéren tiniversitesinde
ogrencilerinin Tiirkiye'de egitim goren 6grencilere oranla duygusal zeka boyutlarindan; problem
¢ozme becerilerinin, duygusal farkindaligin, kisilerarast iliskilerin ve bunun yaninda yaraticiligin
daha yiiksek diizeyde oldugu gozlenmistir. Ote yandan, Tiirkiye'deki 6grenciler daha yiiksek
diizeyde 6zdenetim ve girisimcilik niyeti gostermistir. Sonuglar kiiltiirel bir baglamda tartisilmis
ve buna gore oneriler sunulmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Duygusal Zeka, Girisimci Niyeti, Yaraticilik, Yiiksek Ogretim

Abstract

The added value of human resources has a significant impact on the level of welfare of countries.
One of the most important elements of human resource development is education. The success of
education systems depends on the qualities of the individuals they educate. In particular, concepts
such as entrepreneurship, creativity, and emotional intelligence can be influenced by education
and social culture. These elements may vary from individual to individual, depending on their
innate abilities. However, a good education, and environmental and dominant cultural factors can
improve individual factors.

This quantitative study aimed to provide a comparison between graduate students in Turkey and
the United States of America (USA) in terms of levels of entrepreneurial intentions, creativity, and
emotional intelligence. Within this context, we surveyed 799 students in two different universities
in Turkey and the USA. In analyzing the data, we completed a confirmatory factor analysis to
obtain structural validity followed by comparative tests. The results demonstrated that the
students in the US university had higher levels in emotional intelligence dimensions of problem-
solving skills, emotional awareness, and interpersonal relations as well as creativity when
compared with the students in Turkey. On the other hand, the students in Turkey showed higher
levels of self-control, emotional intelligence, and entrepreneurial intentions. The results were
discussed within a cultural context and recommendations were provided accordingly.

Keywords: Emotional intelligence, Entrepreneurial intentions, Creativity, Higher education
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Introduction

The added value provided by human resources affects the welfare level of countries significantly. One of the most
important factors in preparing human resources is education. The success of education systems depends on the
qualities of the individuals prepared. In today’s world, emotional intelligence is one of the important
characteristics that human resources have. Emotional intelligence varies between individuals depending on
competencies they are born with. However, a good education and environmental factors, particularly cultural
factors that are dominant, can improve personal factors (Hong and Milgram 2008). Therefore, it is important to
identify and compare the levels of emotional intelligence in different cultures and different education systems.

Creativity is another characteristic that provides added-value, and similar to emotional intelligence it is a
characteristic that can be improved. Particularly in cultures where values such as risk-taking are dominant, the
level of creativity is high. The concept of creativity has drawn attention from researchers in various fields. Ways
to increase creativity is an important topic to study for researchers. For some, creativity reflects intelligence or
problem-solving skill while some consider it as personality or a comprehension skill (Malaga 2000; Torrance 1990).
On the other hand, there are studies in the literature examining creativity from cultural and societal perspectives
(Argyris and Schon 1996). In this study, creativity is addressed from two different education systems and cultures,
as well as with emotional intelligence which contributes to the field.

Another variable used in the study is the entrepreneurial intentions. It is difficult to develop for economies with a
high number of individuals who do not have an entrepreneurial character and prefer a low-risk work life with
regular salaries (Yanik, Timuroglu, and Naktiyok 2017). Individuals with an entrepreneurial mindset contribute
to increase the level of economical wealth. Thus, one of the missions of education systems is to train individuals
to increase their entrepreneurial mindset. This study compares the entrepreneurial intentions of students by
focusing on emotional intelligence and creativity.

Theoretical Framework

Emotional intelligence is the capability of being aware of one’s own emotions, being able to perceive others’
emotions, and being able to manage information through emotional clues (Robbins and Judge 2012). Goleman
(1995) emphasizes that emotional intelligence (EQ) is more important than intelligence quotient (IQ) and that lack
of emotional intelligence may have negative impacts in many aspects of life from a person’s personal life to their
success in career, from societal relationships to health status. Goleman’s position on emotional intelligence had
drawn attention from researchers who had built several evaluation systems based on IQ and opened a new
direction for research (Epstein 1998). Until the concept of emotional intelligence received interest, emotions were
thought to impact cognitive activities negatively, that they do not possess any cognitive aspect, and should not be
included in IQ tests (Salovey and Mayer 1990). However, modern theories on emotions emphasize that emotions
provide information about individuals, others, and their environment, that they help with thinking and decision
making, and they are understandable and predictable. Additionally, emotions follow certain rules and paths, and
play an important role in thinking, decision-making, and other activities as they carry information (Caruso and
Salovey 2004). Emotional intelligence is directly related to other cognitive skills and it can be developed and
obtained through experience (Mayer, Salovey and Caruso 2004). Therefore, emotional intelligence may be closely
associated with creativity.

Creativity is a concept that is commonly confused with entrepreneurship or innovation; however, it is different
from innovation. Creativity is producing different approaches to solve current problems (Goodman 1995).
Creativity is not only about presenting novel outcomes but also developing an understanding, perspective or
result through making connections between two situations or concepts that seem very different (Jones 2004).
Creativity and invention are components that emerge before innovation and needed for the occurrence of new
ideas and ventures. It is a cognitive process consisting of a perspective including new and unique ideas. Creativity
is a cognitive process that involves perspectives on new and unique ideas and realization of ideas through these
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perspectives which require different skillsets. New ideas produced through creativity also need to be applicable
(Freeman 1989; Reber 1985).

Creativity is a situation that leads to innovation while innovation is the expression of creativity (Barker 2001). It
emerges from interactions between people and refers to making connections on a topic or concept between
components that were not connected before (EU Commission 2009; Certo 2000). Creativity is essential for
entrepreneurship and innovation to emerge. King and Anderson (1995) mention three foundations to increase
creativity that are: (i) providing an encouraging environment for producing new ideas such as group decision
models, (ii) providing the necessary education, (iii) changing the culture towards creativity. In alignment with
these foundations, it is important to provide an environment for students in which they can work together in
decision-making, discuss, and share their opinions freely to bring their creativity into the forefront. In addition to
such environments, students should be trained for creativity and skilled individuals should be supported. Another
factor to consider in encouraging creativity is culture. Values, beliefs, norms, and symbols in a culture should be
adjusted to embrace creativity while those that prevent creativity should be changed.

Entrepreneurship refers to innovative activities that bring forward resources that contribute to welfare (Drucker
1985). Identification of an opportunity to create value and taking that opportunity by organizing necessary
resources to achieve the desired results such as a product, method or organization provide the foundation for
entrepreneurship. Innovation, risk taking, and bringing resources together in a unique way are the main
components of entrepreneurship. There are two foundational components in entrepreneurship that are creating
opportunities for innovation and creating value. Creating value through opportunities provided by innovation is
within the scope of entrepreneurship which is realized by individuals with entrepreneurial mindsets. It is
important to identify individuals with a potential for entrepreneurship. Grichnik, Smeja, and Welpe (2010) state
that there are efforts to distinguish entrepreneurship from a cognitive perspective. It is not possible to distinguish
such a complex concept from a single perspective. Individuals” inner worlds, their environments, the culture they
belong to and the education they receive are thought to influence their entrepreneurial intentions. Therefore, it is
important to compare the concepts of emotional intelligence, creativity, and entrepreneurial intentions in two
different education systems that are Turkish and American.

According to the World Bank (2018), the United States of America is a developed country with a gross national
product (GNP) of $ 62.580 while Turkey is listed as a developing country with a GNP of $10.380. Additionally, the
structures of the two countries consist of different cultural characteristics in various cultural models. Therefore,
the purpose of this study is to provide a comparison between students in these two countries in terms of emotional
intelligence, creativity, and entrepreneurial intentions.

Methods

The research population consists of graduate students in two universities; one located in the state of Texas in the
United States and the other in the eastern part of Turkey. The reason why these two universities were selected is
that they have a student population close to each other in number. In order to increase the representation power
of both universities, a gradual simple random sampling method was used to recruit participants. As a result, a
total of 799 students voluntarily participated in this study with 399 students from the American university and
400 from the Turkish university.

The survey instrument used in this study to collect data consists of 4 sections. In preparing the questions related
to entrepreneurial intentions, we were influenced by Kickul and D’Intino (2005), and Naktiyok and Timuroglu
(2009). The survey included 5 questions related to entrepreneurial intentions. In preparing the emotional
intelligence scale, we were influenced by Salovey and Mayer (1990). The survey consisted of 4 factors that are
problem solving, emotional self-awareness, interpersonal relations, and impulse control. We included 20 questions
on emotional intelligence and 5 questions related to creativity in the survey. The survey responses were based on
a 5-Likert scale. Additionally, we included demographic questions on three variables that are; gender, the
programme enrolled, and time in the programme.
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Results

In this section of the paper, we present the results of the confirmatory factor analyses of the variables, and the
results of the validity and reliability analyses of the survey items on emotional intelligence, creativity, and
entrepreneurial intentions. Additionally, t-test results are presented to provide demographic information and
show the differences.

In this study, 399 students participated from the United States of America while 400 students participated from
Turkey. The participation ratios of both countries are almost equal and are important for comparison. 342
participants were male (42.8%), and 452 participants were female (56.6%) while 5 participants preferred not to
provide their gender.

16.8% of the participants are enrolled education, 5% in humanities and social sciences, 10.1% in business, 4.1% in
nursing, 1.2% in applied sciences, 2.2% in math and engineering, 1% in media design, 9.2% in professional studies,
19.1% in pharmacy, 7.4% in optometry, 6.1% in physical therapy, 1% in osteopathic medicine, 6.8 in extended
academic programmes, 10% in online programmes in the American university. The distribution of participants by
schools in the Turkish university include 27.3% in economics and administrative sciences, 27.4% in engineering,
20.3% science, and 25% in education.

When the distribution of years of education is evaluated, it is seen that 46.1% of the students have been in the
programme for less than 1 year, 30.9% between 1-2 years, 15.2% between 2-3 years, and 7.4% between 3-4 years,
and lastly 0.4% have been in the programme for over 4 years.

Table 1. Comparison of the views on emotional intelligence sub-dimensions, creativity, and entrepreneurial
intentions between the universities by country

Sub-Dimensions** Country N Mean Std. Dev. t P(sig.)
USA 399 4.2802 422

PS 7.918 .000*
TURKEY 400 3.9500 718
USA 399 3.9900 .550

INTERR 5.606 .000*
TURKEY 400 3.7325 734
USA 399 3.9604 509

EMOTSA 3.104 .000*
TURKEY 400 3.8250 707
USA 399 2.8135 693

IC 7.865 .017*
TURKEY 400 3.2240 778
USA 399 4.0664 587

CREA 3.619 .001*
TURKEY 400 3.8931 755
USA 399 3.3489 1.090

ENTREP 3.841 .000*
TURKEY 400 3.6115 824

* p<0.05,

**PS: Problem solving, INTERR: interpersonal relations, EMOTSA: emotional self-awareness, IC: impulse control,
CREA: creativity, ENTREP: entrepreneurial intentions.

When the data were examined, PS (p = .000), INTERR (p = .000), EMOTSA (p = .000) were found to be significant
in the three sub-dimensions of emotional intelligence. According to the results of the students enrolled in the
American university, the levels of PS, INTERR and EMOTSA are higher than that of students enrolled in the
Turkish university. On the other hand, the levels of impulse control of students in Turkey (p = .017) were
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significantly higher than the students in the United States. Additionally, students in the United States had
significantly higher levels of creativity (p= .001) than the students in Turkey while the students in Turkey had
significantly higher levels of entrepreneurial intentions (p=.000) than the students in the United States.

Discussion

A total of 799 students from two universities, one in Turkey and the other in the U.S.A., participated in this study
aiming to compare the levels of entrepreneurial intentions, creativity, and emotional intelligence. First, a
confirmatory factor analysis was completed on the data that was followed by a validity test. Then, it was found
that the scales had a higher reliability based on the Cronbach Alpha coefficients. Demographic information on
participants and the t-test results showing the differences of variables by countries are presented.

Social scientists describe a system as an integrated structure that consists of certain parts which are interconnected
and connected to the external environment in which they are located (Immegart & Francis 1973). The whole system
contains different systems within, and the subsystems work separately and become part of the upper systems in
relation. Systems can fulfil their tasks with the relationship of the subsystems with each other. Due to the open
system approach, systems must be in contact with the environment they are in to survive (Stoner & Charles 1986).
Therefore, education systems cannot be considered independent of the culture they are in and they are in constant
interaction with the culture of the country where they are present. Thus, we provide a discussion of our
comparison within the scope of cultural effects and recommendations accordingly.

According to the results of this study, the problem-solving levels of students in the United States are higher than
the students in Turkey. The reward effect of reinforcers that follow certain behaviours depends on whether the
person establishes a causal relationship between their own behaviours and reward. Reinforcer is perceived as a
result of other powers, such as luck, chance or other people with power, when the person attributes the results of
their behaviours on other factors rather than the behaviours which is called the "external locus of control." If a
person perceives events as being dependent on their own behaviour or their own relatively continuous
characteristics, this is called the "internal locus of control" belief (Rotter 1966; Erdogan and Ergtin 2011). In their
research on Turkish Culture, Sargut (2010) stated that Turkish Culture encourages externality, that is, behaviour
depends on luck, chance, or the influence of other environmental forces. However, studies show that people with
high internal locus of control score higher in performance evaluation (Day et al. 2002) which is related to problem-
solving skills. While extrinsically oriented people leave the solution to problems to chance or luck, internally
oriented people increase their performance to solve problems. Studies have shown that people with an external
control focus can also develop internally focused characteristics over time (Sargut 2010). Therefore, it is
recommended that cultures with a high external locus of control should integrate a system that will encourage the
internal locus of control in their education systems.

Geert Hofstede, a psychologist from IBM company, conducted an important study on 116,000 employees in 53
countries, which classified and revealed the differences between cultures. In this study, which included Turkey
and the United States, it was concluded that culture can be explained in four different dimensions that are: power
distance, uncertainty avoidance, individualism-collectivism, and masculinity-femininity. Upon the criticism that
his studies are focused on the Western culture, he added the long-short term orientation dimension to four
dimensions (Kutschker and Schmid 2011). In his later studies, he suggested that the culture can be explained in
six different dimensions by adding the indulgence-restraint dimension (Hofstede, Hofstede, and Minkov 2010).
The differences between Turkey and the United States for these six dimensions are given in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Cultural differences between Turkey and the United States according to the Hofstede Model.
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* estimated

Source: Hofstede Insights, (2023).

According to our study, the level of interpersonal communication, one of the sub-dimensions of emotional
intelligence, was higher in students in the United States. As seen in the Hofstede model, tolerance is higher in the
American culture which is thought to be effective in the high levels of interpersonal communication. Kaya (2015)
determined that people with high interpersonal communication have high investment performance. Therefore,
the dominant culture must produce values in a way that encourages interpersonal communication and reduces
restriction.

The emotional self-awareness level of the students in the American university was higher than those studying in
the Turkish university. The modern method of education advocates for directly educating the emotion instead of
using emotion to educate (Goleman 1995). In addition, self-consciousness is a type of intelligence that can be
developed (Mayer 1998). Universities should provide students with skills such as controlling their emotions,
keeping their individual characteristics open to others and being open to criticism.

Unlike other emotional intelligence sub-dimensions, self-control is higher in students in Turkey which is closely
related with the reflection of the culture in general. In the cultural distinction of Hofstede given in the figure above,
while the American society tends towards individuality with a very high rate, Turkish society has collectivist
cultural characteristics. In collectivism, the decisions of a group or society are more important than one’s self.
Relationships between individuals are very weak in societies with a high level of individualism and individuals
only care about themselves and their nuclear families (Hofstede, Hofstede, and Minkov 2010). Individuals who
grow up in this culture are more focused on “me” rather than “us” (Yie and Bothello 2010). In collectivist societies,
belonging to a community or a group and acting in accordance with the norms of the society or group prevails
(Hofstede 2010). For this reason, because individuals in Turkish society with high collectivism cannot easily act
against the norms of the society, self-control is high. Therefore, it is recommended to encourage behaviours such
as team or group work to increase this emotional intelligence level, especially within educational systems of
America.

When we look at the comparison of the creativity level, the creativity level of the students in America is higher.
This difference stems from the predominance of determinism in Turkish society. As seen in Figure 4, Turkish
society avoids uncertainty at a high rate. Creativity is closely related to taking risks. Deshpandé and Farley (2004)
stated that creativity is high in adhocratic cultures where risk taking is dominant. Therefore, risk taking should be
developed as a value in the dominant culture in order to increase creativity.

Lastly, the entrepreneurial intentions of students in Turkey are higher than the intentions of students in the U.S.A.
As seen in figure 4, the power distance in Turkish society is quite high. Title, status, and formalism gain great
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importance in societies with a high power distance (Sargut 2010). Students keep their entrepreneurial intentions
high in order to achieve a good status in the future and to develop their economies and gain power. In a study
sharing the data obtained by the Pew Research Center in 2011, it was found that 48% of people living in Turkey
have low income (Kochhar 2015). Another study by the same centre in 2016 showed the low-income level in
America as 29% and middle-income level as 52% (Kochhar 2018). Low-income people have to engage in vertical
social mobility to be in the middle-income level, and one of the best ways of achieving this is to take initiatives.
Thus, people in lower income groups in Turkey have held high entrepreneurial intentions. On the other hand,
another way of vertical social mobility is through education, and therefore countries with a high proportion of
low-income groups should be provided with good educational opportunities.

Limitations and Recommendations

In this study, two universities with similar student numbers were selected as samples. There may be places in
different regions of the countries where people with different demographic characteristics and different income
levels are concentrated. Therefore, it would be beneficial in future studies to select a large number of universities
involving people from all income groups, where country-wide information can be collected. In addition, a
comparison was made between a developed country and a developing country in this study. It is recommended
to include data from underdeveloped countries or countries from different regions in future research. On the other
hand, entrepreneurial intentions of the students were measured in this study. This does not mean that all students
with intentions will be entrepreneurial and take initiative. For this reason, it is recommended that future studies
should include those who have taken initiative after school as well.

ETUSBED- Sayi 17- DOI: 10.29157/etusbed.1303240



8

References

Argyris, C., and Schon, D. A. (1996). Organizational learning 1I: Theory, Method and Practice. Reading: Addison-
Wesley.

Avrupa Birligi Genel Sekreterligi (European Commission). (2009). Avrupa Komisyonu'nun ekonomik ve sosyal
uyum {izerine 6. ilerleme raporu, Yaratict ve Yenilik¢i Bolgeler.

Barker A. (2001). Yenilik¢ili¢in Simyasi, (Cev.: Ahmet Kardam), MESS Yayinlar: Istanbul.

Caruso, D. R,, and Salovey, P. (2004). The emotionally intelligent manager: How to develop and use the four key emotional
skills of leadership. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Certo S. C. (2000). Modern Management, USA: Prentice Hall

Day D.V., D.J. Shleicher, A.L. Unckless, and N.J. Hiller. (2002). “Self-monitoring personality at work: A meta-
analytic investigation of construct validity.” Journal of Applied Psychology April 2002, 87(2): 390-401. doi:
10.1037/0021-9010.87.2.390 390-401.

Deshpandé, R., and J. U. Farley. (2004). “Organizational culture, market orientation, innovativeness, and firm
performance: An international research odyssey.” International Journal of Research in Marketing 21: 3-22.

Drucker, P. F. (1985). Innovation and entrepreneurship. New York: Harper& Row Pub.

Epstein, S. (1998). Constructive Thinking: The Key to Emotional Intelligence. Westport, CT, USA: Greenwood
Publishing Group, Incorporated.

Erdogan, O., and M. Ergiin. (2011). “Iki Farkli Meslek Grubunda Calisan Personelin Denetim Odag1 ve Risk Egilim
Diizeylerinin Karsilagtirilmasi.” H. U. Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi (H. U. Journal of Education) 40:176-185.

Freeman, E. R. (1989). Management. New Jersey: Prentice Hall.
Goleman, D. (1995). Emotional Intelligence. New York, USA: Bantam Books,
Goodman, M. (1995). Creative Management. UK: Prentice Hall.

Grichnik, D., A. Smeja, and 1. Welpe. (2010). “The Importance of Being Emotional: How Do Emotions Affect
Entrepreneurial Opportunity Evaluation and Exploitation?” Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization 76:15-
29.

Hofstede Insights (2023).https:/ /www.hofstede-insights.com/country-comparison/ turkey,the-usa/ (30.01.2023)

Hofstede, G., G. ]J. Hofstede, and M. Minkov. (2010). Cultures and Organizations: Software of the Mind. Revised and
Expanded 34 Edition. New York: McGraw- Hill USA.

Hong, E., and R. Milgram (2008). Preventing Talent Loss. New York, USA: Routledge.

Immegart, G., and P. Francis. (1973). An Introduction to Systems for the Educational Administrator. Addison-Wesley
Pub. Co.

Jones, G. R. (2004). Organizational Theory, Design and Change: Text and Cases. USA: Pearson Prentice Hall.
Kaya, A. (2015). Duygusal zeka ve menkul kiymetler piyasalarinda yatirimer davranisi. Ankara:Nobel Akademi.

Kickul, J., and R. S. D’Intino. (2005). “Measure for Measure: Modeling Entrepreneurial Self-Efficacy onto
Instrumental Tasks Within the New Venture Creation Process.” New England Journal of Entrepreneurship 8(2):
39-47.

King, N., & N. Anderson. (1995). Innovation and Change in Organizations. London & New York Routledge.

Kochhar, Rakesh. (2015). A Global Middle Class is More Promise Than Reality: From 2001 to 2011, Nearly 700
Million Step Out of Poverty, But Most Only Barely. Washington, D.C.: Pew Research Center, July.

Kochhar, R. (2018). The American Middle Class is Stable in Size, But Losing Ground Financially to Upper-Income
Families. Washington, D.C.: Pew Research Center, September.

Kutschker, M., and S., Schmid. (2011). Internationales management. 7., iiberarb. und aktualisierte Aufl. Miinchen:
Oldenbourg.

Malaga, R. A. (2000). “The effect of stimulus modes and associative distance in individual creativity support
systems.” Decision Support Systems 29(2): 125-141.

Mayer, R. E. (1998). “Cognitive, Metacognitive and Motivational Aspects of Problem Solving.” Instructional Science
26: 49-63.

ETUSBED- Sayi 17- DOI: 10.29157/etusbed.1303240


https://www.hofstede-insights.com/country-comparison/%20turkey,the-usa/

Mayer, ]. D., P. Salovey and D. Caruso. (2004). “Emotional Intelligence: Theory, Findings and Implications.”
Psychological Inquiry 15 (3): 197-215.

Naktiyok, A., and M. K. Timuroglu. (2009). “Ogrencilerin Motivasyonel Degerlerinin Girisimcilik Niyetleri
Uzerine Etkisi ve Bir Uygulama. (The Effects of Student Motivational Levels on Their Entrepreneurial
Intentions).” Ataturk Universitesi Iktisadi ve Idari Bilimler Dergisi 23(3):85-103.

Reber, A. S. (1985). The Penguin Dictionary of Psychology. New York: Penguin Books.
Robbins, S. P., and T. A. Judge. (2012). Organizational Behavior. Ankara: Nobel Yayin, Translation of the 14th Ed.

Rotter, J.B. (1966). “Generalized Expectancies for Internal Versus External Control of Reinforcement.” Psychological
Monographs: General and Applied 80 (1):1-28

Salovey, P., and J. D. Mayer. (1990). “Emotional Intelligence.” Imagination, Cognition and Personality 9(3):185-211.

Sargut, S. (2010). Kiiltiirler Arast Farklilasma ve Yénetim. Ankara: imge Kitabevi.

Schermelleh-Engel, K., H. Moosbrugger, and H. Miiller. (2003). “Evaluating the Fit of Structural Equation Models:
Tests of Significance and Descriptive Goodness-of-Fit Measures.” Methods of Psychological Research Online 8(2):
23-74.

Stoner, J. A. F., and W. Charles. (1986). Management. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall.

The World Bank, (2018).https:/ /data.worldbank.org/indicator/ NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=TR (30.01.2023)

Torrance, E. P. (1990). Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking. Figural, Forms A and B: Directions Manual.
Bensenville, IL: Scholastic Testing Service.

Yanik O., M. K. Timuroglu, and A. Naktiyok. (2017). “The Effect of Emotions on Entrepreneurial Intentions.”
Journal of Business Research 9(2): 461-477.

Yie, L. C., and D. Botelho. (2010). “How Does National Culture Impact on Consumers” Decision-Making Styles? A
Cross Cultural Study in Brazil, the United States and Japan.” Brazilian Administration Review (BAR) 7(3): 260-
275.

ETUSBED- Sayi 17- DOI: 10.29157/etusbed.1303240


https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/%20NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=TR

10

Yazar Katkilars: Fikir- %25-25-25-25; Tasarim-25-25-25-25; Denetleme-%25-25-25-25; Kaynaklar-25-25-25-25; Veri Toplanmasi ve/veya lslemesi%30-20-30-20;
Analiz ve/ veya Yorum-25-25-25-25; Literatiir Taramasi-30-30-20-20; Yaziyi Yazan-25-25-25-25; Elestirel inceleme-20-20-30-30

Hakem Degerlendirmesi: Dis bagimsiz.

Cikar Catismasi: Yazarlar, ¢ikar ¢atismasi olmadigini beyan etmistir.

Finansal Destek: Yazarlar, bu ¢calisma igin finansal destek almadigini beyan etmistir.

Etik Kurul Bejgesi: Evet-FWA00009201

Author Contributions: Concept -- %25-25-25-25; Design-25-25-25-25; Supervision-%25-25-25-25; Resources-%50-50; Data Collection and/or Processing-%30-20-
30-20; Analysis and/or Interpretation-%50-50; Literature Search-30-30-20-20; Writing Manuscript-%50-50; Critical Review-%20-20-30-30

Peer-review: Externally peer-reviewed.

Conflict of Interest: The authors have no conflicts of interest to declare.

Financial Disclosure: The authors declared that this study has received no financial support.

Ethical Committee Approval: Yes-FWA00009201

ETUSBED- Sayi 17- DOI: 10.29157/etusbed.1303240



L9

ETUSBED

s

Derya

SENCAN

T.C. Hazine ve Maliye Bakanlidi, Gelir Idaresi
Baskanhgy, Isparta-Tiirkiye
e-mail: sencanderya80@gmail.com

Gelig Tarihi/Received: 4.5.2023
Kabul Tarihi/Accepted: 24.8.2023

Sorumlu Yazar/Corresponding Author:
Derya SENCAN
sencanderya80@gmail.com

Auf /Cite this article:

Sencan, D. (2023). Estimation of Tax Loss
and Evasion in Turkey With Data Mining
Process. Erzurum Teknik Universitesi Sosyal
Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi, 17, 11-24.

This article checked by
+/ iThenticate:

[oXolel

Content of this journal is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial 4.0 International License.

Arastirma Makalesi | Research Article DOI: 10.29157/ etusbed.1292006

Estimation of Tax Loss and Evasion in Turkey With Data
Mining Process
Veri  Madenciligi
Kacaklarin Tahmini

Siireci ile Tiirkiye'de Vergi Kayip ve

Oz

Vergi kayip ve kagaklar tiim diinyada oldugu gibi tilkemizde de en biiyiik sorunlardan biridir.
Denetimlerin yan sira, istatistiksel teknikler ve makine 6grenimi algoritmalar1 da vergi kayip ve
kacaklarinin tespitinde biiyiik 6nem tasimaktadir. Bu calismada vergi kayip ve kacak orani;
enflasyon orany, issizlik, vergi yiiki, cari acik, ekonomik biiytime (GSYIH), devletin biytiklagi
gibi faktorlere bagli olarak veri madenciligi siireci ile tahmin edilmistir. Veri madenciligi
stirecinde on iki modelleme teknigi kullanilmistir. Her modelden elde edilen sonuglar
karsilastirilmis ve bazi istatistiksel gostergeler kullanilarak en iyi model belirlenmistir. Buna
gore, vergi kayip ve kacak orani tahmininde en basarili sonucu R2, MAE ve RMSE degerleri
sirastyla 0,931, 0,2356 ve 0,2473 olan Gaussian processes modeli vermistir. Vergi kayip ve kagak
oranini etkileyen degiskenlerin agirlik degerleri duyarlilik analizi ile belirlenmistir. Vergi kayip
ve kacaklarinda pozitif etkisi en yiiksek olan faktorlerin issizlik ve enflasyon oranlari oldugu
gortilmiistiir. Bu faktorleri vergi yiikii ve GSYTH degerleri izlemektedir. Devletin biiytikliigii ve
cari agik faktorlerinin ise vergi kayip ve kacak orami tizerinde negatif etkiye sahip oldugu
gorulmistiir. Calismadan elde edilen sonuclarin tilkemizdeki vergi kayip ve kacak oranimin
tahmin edilmesine katk: saglayacag: diistiniilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Vergi kayby, Vergi kacagi, Veri madenciligi.

Abstract

Tax losses and evasion are one of the biggest problems in our country as well as all over the
world. In addition to audits, statistical techniques and machine learning algorithms are also of
great importance in detecting tax losses and evasion. In this study, the tax loss and evasion rate
has been estimated by the data mining process depending on factors such as inflation rate,
unemployment, tax burden, trade openness, economic growth (GDP), and the size of
government. Twelve modeling techniques were used in the data mining process. The results
obtained from each model were compared and the best model was determined using some
statistical indicators. Accordingly, the Gaussian processes model gave the most successful result
in estimating tax loss and evasion rate, with R2, MAE and RMSE values of 0.931, 0.2356 and
0.2473, respectively. The weight values of the variables affecting the tax loss and evasion rate
were determined by sensitivity analysis. It has been observed that the factors with the highest
positive effect on tax losses and evasion are unemployment and inflation rates. These factors are
followed by tax burden and GDP values. It was seen that the size of government and the trade
openness factors had a negative effect on the tax loss and evasion rate. It is thought that the
results obtained from the study will contribute to the estimation of the tax loss and evasion rate
in our country.

Keywords: Tax loss, Tax evasion, Data mining.
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Introduction

In order for a society to develop and increase its welfare level, essential needs such as health, education, security,
transportation and communication must be met by the state. In order for the state to provide these services, it
needs tax, which is the main source of financing. Tax is the money that the government collects from taxpayers
to meet its financing needs. However, taxes are collected incompletely or cannot be collected at all due to reasons
such as high tax rates or lack of tax awareness, as it causes a decrease in taxpayers' income. This situation has
caused tax loss and evasion to become one of the biggest problems in our country as well as all over the world.

Tax loss is the tax effect of both the revenues that the state gave up on its own will and the revenues that could
not be reached to the treasury without its own will. The state, at its own will, may forgo the income it will
generate through exceptions, discounts and other incentives to companies through laws. In some cases,
businesses can take their income out of taxes by taking advantage of legal deficits, which is called tax avoidance,
but corporations may not declare their income to the state through illegal means. In this case, the concepts of tax
evasion and informal economy appear. Regardless of the reason, the state incurs tax losses due to these
situations.

There are many reasons for tax losses and evasion in our country, including economic, financial, administrative,
political, legal, social-psychological. In the 1950s, when the Turkish Tax System was established, taxpayers, who
were in a closed mixed economic structure, sought ways to avoid taxes in this structural transformation in the
tax system, since they were not yet prepared for the tax system based on declaration (Armagan, 2016). Economic
problems (inflation, budget deficits, and balance of payments deficits), political problems (frequent political
changes, implementation of populist policies) and social problems (low level of welfare and living standards of
the society) in Turkey in the post-1980 period have reduced the effectiveness of taxation (Demircan, 2004).
Among the main causes of tax losses and evasion, there is primarily the "shadow economy" (Comakli, 2008). Tax
burden is seen among the most important causes of informality and tax losses and evasion in our country. In
addition, studies in the literature show that inflation is the most important determinant of the tax burden (Ay et
al., 2014). Other causes of tax loss and evasion include the excess of exceptions and exemptions, lack of
effectiveness in auditing, lack of deterrence in penalties, not clear enough tax laws, frequent tax amnesties, lack
of tax awareness, and inability to provide voluntary tax compliance (Gercek and Uygun, 2022). Although there
are many studies on the estimation of tax evasion with different methods for some countries, there is no study in
the literature on the estimation of tax evasion with data mining method in Turkey, which is one of the
developing countries. Some studies on tax evasion estimation are given in Table 1. As can be seen in Table 1,
different methods are used in tax evasion estimation studies. MadZarevié-Sujster (2002), Petanlar et al. (2011),
Amoh and Adafula (2019), Dunem and Arndt (2009), Angour and Nmili (2019), Dell'Anno and Davidescu (2019),
Athanasios et al. (2020), Albarea et al. (2020), Levin and Widell (2014), Uyar et al. (2021) successfully used
econometric methods to investigate the relationship between macroeconomic variables and tax evasion.
Tabandeh et al. (2012), Xiangyu et al. (2018), Tabandeh and Tamadonnejad (2015), Raikov (2021), Rahimikia
(2017), Faundez-Ugalde et al. (2020), Hemberg et al. (2016), Warner et al. (2015), Zumaya et al. (2021), Shakil and
Tasnia (2022) used artificial intelligence and machine learning methods in estimating tax loss and evasion. The
obtained results from these studies indicate that artificial intelligence and machine learning models can achieve
great accuracy. So, these methods can be used successfully in the estimation of tax loss and evasion.

Table 1: Summary of previous studies on tax evasion estimation

Authors Year | Country Variables Methodology

Madzarevié¢- | 2002 | Croatia GDP, adjusted employment, | Causality method
Sujster income tax
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Petanlar et | 2011 | Iran Tax burden, GDP, bugdet | Currency Demand
al. deficit
Amoh and | 2019 | Ghana Tax burden, unemployment, | Autoregressive distributed lag
Adafula mobile money activities model
Tabandeh et | 2012 | Malaysia | Tax burden, the size of | Artificial Neural Network
al. governments, inflation rate

income, trade openness
Dunem and | 2009 | Mozambi | Tax rates Baseline and  Augmented
Arndt que Model
Angour and | 2019 | Morocco | Unemployment, inflation, | MIMIC model
Nmili urbanization,

tax burden, openness rate,

public spending index
Dell’ Anno 2019 | Romania | Direct and indirect taxes, | MIMIC model
and unemployment, GDP
Davidescu
Athanasios | 2020 | Greece Total tax revenue, GDP Currency Demand
et al.
Albarea et | 2020 | Italy Personal income tax Microsimulation
al.
Xiangyu et | 2018 | China VAT Tax Burden, | Neural Network
al. maintenance margin, agent

insurance
Levin and | 2014 | Kenya The tax data (import duty | Baseline and  Augmented
Widell and rates, VAT rates and excise | Model

Tanzania | duty rates)
Tabandeh 2015 | Malaysia Artificial Neural Network
and Unemployment
Tamadonnej
ad
Uyar et al. 2021 | Different | Innovation capacity Granger causality
countries

Raikov 2021 | Russia Tax evasion Neural networks
Rahimikia 2017 | Iran Financial variables Hybrid intelligent
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Fatindez- 2020 | Latin Characterization of | Artificial intelligence
Ugalde et al. American | taxpayers

countries
Hemberg et | 2016 | USA Tax evasion Genetic algorithms
al.
Warner et | 2015 | USA Tax evasion Genetic algorithms
al.
Zumaya et | 2021 | Mexico Tax evasion Machine learning
al.
Shakil and | 2022 | Asia and | Tax evasion Artificial intelligence
Tasnia Pacific

Causing tax evasion in order to take advantage of tax avoidance and tax evasion causes the state to experience
tax loss. There are various factors in the literature that can have a direct impact or cause tax evasion. In this
study, unlike the literature, tax loss and evasion rates were estimated using data mining method, depending on
the basic factors such as inflation rate, unemployment, tax burden, economic growth (GDP), size of government
and trade openness, which lead to tax evasion.

Data mining

Data mining is a multidisciplinary area that combines computer science and statistics to extract information from
a dataset and convert it into a comprehensible form for future use. This technique is widely used in various
fields, including banking, finance, healthcare, communications, medicine, and engineering. Data mining
involves various operations such as association, clustering, prediction, and classification. The data mining
process consists of six main stages: Business Understanding, Data Understanding, Data Preparation, Modeling,
Evaluation, and Deployment, as shown in Fig. 1.

The Business Understanding stage is essential to define the project objectives and create a preliminary plan. The
Data Understanding stage is focused on collecting and understanding the available data. The Data Preparation
phase involves selecting, cleaning, creating, integrating, and formatting the data to produce a final dataset. The
Modeling phase includes selecting suitable modeling techniques, creating the test design, building and
evaluating the models.

Data mining methods are divided into two main categories as supervised and unsupervised. The supervised
expression is used when there is a well-defined or precise goal in data mining. If a special definition is not made
for the desired result or there is uncertainty, the unsupervised expression is used. Unsupervised methods are
mostly used for understanding, recognizing and discovering data. Supervised methods are used to extract
information and conclusions from the data. Therefore, supervised data mining techniques, which are detailed
below, were used in this study.

In this study, we apply twelve different modeling techniques to estimate the tax loss and evasion rate based on
the inflation rate, unemployment, tax burden, economic growth (GDP), size of the government, and trade
openness. All data mining analyses were performed using the WEKA 3.9 software (Waikato Environment for
Knowledge Analysis).
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Fig.1: The data mining process (Witten et al., 2005)

Business - Data
understanding understanding
Data
Deployment

preparation

Gaussian processes

The Gaussian process model is a powerful tool used to tackle difficult machine learning problems. It is popular
due to its computational simplicity and non-parametric, flexible nature. Essentially, a Gaussian process is a
probabilistic model that allows for nonlinear regression by limiting the prior distribution to fit the available
training data. Using a Gaussian process provides easy coding, hyperparameter control, and accurate predictions.
In summary, the Gaussian process model offers various advantages and is widely used in various applications
(Seeger, 2004).

Multi-Layer Perception (MLP)

The Multi-layer perceptron (MLP) is a frequently used artificial neural network architecture. MLPs are feed-
forward networks that utilize the back-propagation algorithm to learn. This algorithm involves updating the
weights of all layers based on the error level at the neural network's origin. MLP is considered a supervised
network, as it learns through examples during training. The training algorithm repeatedly adjusts the synapse
weights using the input/output data until convergence is achieved. This process is known as supervised
learning, and it enables the network to generalize to unseen data (Ture et al., 2005).

Simple Linear Regression (SLR)

Simple Linear Regression is a mathematical modeling technique that helps to establish a relationship between a
dependent variable and one or more independent variables. This method utilizes known or existing values to
estimate the necessary parameters. By analyzing this relationship, we can make predictions about the dependent
variable's values based on the independent variable's values. Therefore, Simple Linear Regression is a useful tool
in many fields, such as economics, social sciences, and engineering (Zou et al., 2003).
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Sequential Minimal Optimization Regression (SMOreg)

SMOreg is a software tool that applies the support vector machine (SVM) to regression problems. It uses various
algorithms to learn the required parameters. SVM is a powerful approach for addressing both pattern
recognition and regression problems, and has recently attracted attention from the neural network and
mathematical programming communities. One of the significant benefits of the SMO algorithm is its speed and
ease of implementation (Shevade et al., 2000).

KStar

The KStar algorithm is considered a "lazy" algorithm that leverages an entropy-based distance function to
transform probabilities from one sample to another by applying all relevant transformations. To perform
classification using KStar, new sample probabilities are added to all group members, and this process is repeated
for each group to determine the one with the highest probability. This approach is effective in solving
classification problems, and it has been studied extensively, as evidenced by recent research by Khosravi et al.
(2021).

Additive Regression (AR)

Additive Regression is flexible and non-parametric regression algorithm. The estimation is performed by adding
the estimations of each classifier. Additive Regression is advantageous in finding interactions between variables
and complex data structure stored in high-dimensional data (Ture et al., 2005).

Random Committee

The random committee algorithm works by creating a group of base classifiers that use distinct random number
seed values. During classification, the algorithm generates predictions based on the average probability
estimates. To determine the final classification result, the algorithm computes the average probability estimates
generated by each base classifier. This approach has been extensively studied and has demonstrated its
effectiveness in solving classification problems, as shown by recent research conducted by Niranjan et al. (2018).

Decision Table (DT)

The Decision Table algorithm is an inductive algorithm that can create a classifier from a training set of labeled
examples. To create a more accurate dataset model, the algorithm eliminates attributes that have little or no
contribution to the model. This helps to reduce the risk of overfitting and generates a smaller and more compact
decision table (Rajalakshmi et al., 2016).

M5Rules

The M5Rules algorithm is designed to extract rules from model trees and is commonly used for classification
and prediction problems. It operates through a straightforward algorithm that involves training a pruned tree
using a tree learner on a set of training samples. The algorithm then selects the elite leaf as the rule and discards
the tree. This approach has proven to be effective in producing accurate and interpretable models (Gao et al.,
2019.

M5P model tree

The M5P model tree algorithm is a hybrid approach that combines a traditional decision tree with the
probabilistic nature of linear regression. This allows the algorithm to efficiently handle various tasks and predict
the class value of samples that arrive at the leaf nodes. Compared to regression trees, model trees are much
smaller in size, have clear decision-making capabilities, and use regression functions with fewer variables. As a
result, model trees offer significant advantages over regression trees. Dang and Singh (2021) highlight the
efficiency and compactness of model trees as their biggest advantage.

Reduced Error Pruning Tree (REPTree)
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The REPTree algorithm is a speedy and efficient approach for constructing decision trees. It uses information
variance to create decision or regression trees and reduces overfitting by employing reduced error pruning.
Additionally, the algorithm sorts values for numeric attributes only once, thereby saving computational
resources. To handle missing values, the algorithm segments the corresponding samples. Overall, the REPTree
algorithm is a useful tool for building decision trees quickly and effectively (George-Nektarios, 2013).

Locally weighted learning (LWL)

Locally weighted learning (LWL) is a type of lazy learning algorithm known for its optimal convergence speed
and high minimum performance, which outperforms all possible linear regressions. LWL is capable of handling
diverse data distribution types and can avoid cluster and boundary effects. The algorithm relies on a distance
function to identify the nearest neighbors of a given query instance, as explained by Khosravi (2021).

Estimating of Tax Evasion in Turkey for the 1999-2020 Period

There are many factors that cause tax loss and evasion. Some factors that affect the tax loss and evasion are the
inflation rate, unemployment, tax burden, economic growth (GDP), government size and trade openness. These
factors are the most commonly used variables in related literature studies. Therefore; in this study, tax loss and
evasion rates were estimated in Turkey in 1999-2020 depending on these factors. One of the most popular
determinants of tax evasion is the tax burden. In the literature, it is accepted that the tax burden has a direct
positive effect on the tax loss and evasion rate. In most studies, it has been seen that the increase in tax evasion is
significantly related to the increase in the total tax burden. Tax burden was determined as ratio of tax revenue to
GDP. Economic growth (GDP) is also significantly associated with tax evasion. There are two opposing forces
that determine the relationship between GDP and tax evasion rate. First, tax evasion rate may be positively
related to GDP and secondly, it may be negatively related to GDP. Therefore, it must be resolved by empirical
analysis in each country to determine whether the expected sign of this variable is positive or negative. The size
of the government is another important factor that has an impact on tax evasion rate. The size of the government
was determined as the ratio of government spending to GDP (Schneider and Savasan, 2007; Savasan, 2003;
Dell’Anno 2007; Dell’Anno et al.,, 2004). Other popular variables affecting the tax evasion rate are the
unemployment and inflation rate. In general, the increase in unemployment and inflation rate positively affects
the tax evasion rate (Tabandeh and Tamadonnejad, 2015; Caballé and Panadés, 2004). The relationship between
tax evasion and trade openness has also been examined in the literature. Studies have generally shown that there
is a negative relationship between trade openness and tax evasion rate (Sameti et al., 2009). In Table 2,
dependent and independent variables used in the study is seen. These are variables used in the existing
literature.

Tax loss and evasion can be influenced by various factors, such as inflation rate, unemployment, tax burden,
economic growth (GDP), size of government, and trade openness. These variables are commonly studied in the
literature and are used to estimate tax loss and evasion rates in Turkey for the period of 1999-2020. Among these
factors, tax burden is one of the most popular determinants of tax evasion. Previous research has shown that the
increase in tax evasion is significantly related to the rise in the total tax burden, which is calculated as the ratio of
tax revenue to GDP. Another important factor is economic growth, which has two opposing forces affecting the
tax evasion rate. Empirical analysis is necessary to determine the expected sign of this variable in each country.
The size of government, measured as the ratio of government spending to GDP, is also a significant factor that
influences tax evasion rate (Schneider and Savasan, 2007; Savasan, 2003; Dell’ Anno 2007; Dell’Anno et al., 2004).
Different methods are used to measure the size of government. In the literature, the ratio of government
spending to GDP is preferred in the measurement of the size of government, as it generally gives more accurate
results (Kirmanoglu, 2013; Sandalci and Sandalci, 2016). Additionally, unemployment and inflation rate are
commonly associated with higher tax evasion rates (Tabandeh and Tamadonnejad, 2015; Caballé and Panadés,
2004). Finally, the relationship between tax evasion and trade openness has been examined in the literature, with
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studies generally showing a negative correlation between these two variables (Sameti et al., 2009). In Table 2,
dependent and independent variables used in the study is seen. These are variables used in the existing
literature.

Table 2: Dependent and independent variables

Independent variables Dependent variable

Tax burden (%)

Size of government (%)

Tax evasion rate (%)
GDP ($)

Inflation rate(%)

Trade openness (thousand $)

Unemployment(%)

Different modeling techniques (Gaussian processes, MLP, SLR, SMOreg, KStar, AR, Random Committee, DT,
M5 Rules, M5P model tree, RepTree, LWL) were used for estimating tax evasion rate. In addition, comparison of
these different modeling techniques was given out. The required dataset in data mining analysis were taken
from official sources as Turkish Statistical Institute (2022) and T.R. Presidential Strategy and Budget Department
(2022). The data set includes data for the period 1999-2020. Since there are no tax inspection results for 2010, the
data set for the tax evasion rate included 21 data patterns. The data on GDP, inflation rate, trade openness and
unemployment were sourced directly from the Turkish Statistical Institute. Tax burden, size of government and
tax evasion rate data were created by us based on Presidential Strategy and Budget Department, Ministry of
Treasury and Finance Activity Reports and Revenue Administration data. The data set has been divided into
two groups for training (70 % of the data), for testing (30 % of the data). Three frequently used parameters for
assessing models performance were applied: coefficient of determination (R2?), Root Mean Square Error (RMSE),
Mean Absolute Error (MAE). These parameters can be calculated as follows:

n pp— . 2
R2=1-— 2:i=1(3’e.1 ta,l) (1)

Z?:l(ta,m _Ea.m)2

1 n
MAPE =— oi —lai
n;y ’

2)

n . —_ . 2
RMSE = Zi=1(Ye,l ta,t) (3)
n

Specified in the equations, y., refers to the estimated value, ta; to the actual value, tam to the mean of the actual
value, and n to the number of data.

Sensitivity Analysis

Sensitivity analysis is used to examine the effect of variations in one of its constituent independent variables on
the dependent variable of a financial model. Sensitivity analysis is also used to reduce models to the most
important variables and to eliminate or ignore less significant ones. In this study, sensitivity analysis was made
using the partial rank correlation coefficient (PRCC). PRCC is the corresponding measure when input-output
relationships are built using the ranks of the variables to linearize the relation. Detailed information about the
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analysis can be found on Mishra (2004).
Results and Discussions

In this study, data mining method were used for estimating tax evasion depending on the inflation rate,
unemployment, tax burden, economic growth (GDP), size of government and trade openness. Different data
mining techniques were compared. Comparison parameters are R2, RMSE and MAE values. Table 3 shows that
the best technique in estimating tax evasion is the Gaussian processes. R2, RMSE and MAE values were found as
0.931, 0.2473, and 0.2356, respectively. In addition, the regression curve of the dependent variable (tax evasion)

for the test data set is given in Fig. 2. The correlation coefficient obtained is 0.8663, which is satisfactory.

Table 3: Comparison of different data mining techniques for tax evasion

Method R2 RMSE MAE

Gaussian processes 0.931 0.2473 0.2356
MLP 0.6759 0.606 0.5708
SLR 0.8597 0.2565 0.2472
SMOreg 0.8547 0.1567 0.1453
KStar 0.3478 0.4823 0.3737
AR 0.6393 0.3406 0.3341
Random Committee 0.3587 0.2123 0.1945
DT 0.1711 0.2642 0.2271
M5 Rules 0.8978 0.3162 0.312

M5P model tree 0.8978 0.3162 0.312

REPTree 0.3294 0.3168 0.2826
LWL 0.5427 0.2077 0.1741

Fig. 2: Comparison of actual and estimated values of tax evasion rate for the test data set
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In this study, the relative contribution of factors causing tax evasion was also determined. Fig. 3 shows the
importance of the each independent variable on tax evasion rate in modeling the data mining method.

Fig.3: The effect of independent variables on tax evasion
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As can be seen Fig. 3, inflation rate and unemployment are the two most important factors that positively affect
tax evasion. The results show that the increase in the inflation rate leads to higher tax evasion rate. When
inflation rate is high, taxpayers prefer to save their money to protect their purchasing power and avoid paying
taxes; thus increasing tax evasion rate. Similar results were found by Caballe and Panades (2004). There is a
positive relationship between unemployment and tax evasion rate. High unemployment rates can lead to
increased motivation for individuals to engage in shadow activities and seek employment in the informal
economy. In such cases, individuals may choose to hide their income to avoid paying taxes, resulting in higher
tax evasion rates. The relationship between unemployment and tax evasion is significant and has been studied in
various literature. When people are unable to find formal employment, they may resort to working in the
informal sector where they can avoid paying taxes. This can lead to significant revenue loss for the government
and reduce the overall tax compliance of the population. Therefore, efforts to reduce unemployment rates and
promote formal employment can play a critical role in reducing tax evasion rates. Similar results were found by
Tabandeh and Tamadonnejad (2015). Tabandeh and Tamadonnejad used artificial neural network model for
analysis.

The positive factors that contribute to tax evasion include GDP and tax burden. According to our research
findings and Tabandeh et al.'s (2012) study using artificial neural networks model, there is a direct relationship
between GDP and tax evasion rate. This implies that a surge in GDP leads to an increase in tax evasion.
However, the effect of GDP on tax evasion is not uniform across countries and must be evaluated through
empirical studies. The key determinants of this relationship are the penalty rate and the probability of detecting
tax evaders. While a high penalty rate motivates taxpayers to declare their income and reduce tax evasion, it is
insufficient to curb tax evasion without an effective tax audit system. In addition, when the tax burden is high,
taxpayers look for ways to avoid paying taxes, leading to an increase in tax evasion rates, as suggested by
Schneider and Savasan (2007) and Dell'Anno (2007). Our study demonstrates that the variables of tax burden
and GDP have lower significance compared to the unemployment and inflation rates, which are other factors
that positively impact tax evasion.

The size of government, which is a measure of government spending, can theoretically have either a positive or
negative impact on tax evasion. On one hand, an increase in government spending may result in increased
administrative spending and pressure on the fiscal budget, which may lead to higher tax rates and tax evasion
by taxpayers, as noted by Li and Ma (2015) and Sritharan and Salawati (2019). On the other hand, the size of
government can refer to government capacity, and a government with strong capacity can enforce the rule of
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law and reduce tax evasion, as argued by Besley and Persson (2009). Our study found that the size of
government, defined as the ratio of government expenditures to GDP, had a negative impact on the tax evasion
rate. This finding is consistent with the results of D'Agostino et al. (2021), who examined the effect of
government size on tax evasion at the provincial level in Italy between 2001 and 2015. Their analysis revealed
heterogeneity between the provinces in the north and south of Italy, and that government spending had a
negative impact on tax evasion.

There is a negative relationship between trade openness and tax evasion rate. The significance of this variable is
relatively low among other independent variables. Similar results were found with the study of Tabandeh and
Tamadonnejad (2015) using artificial neural networks method.

Conclusions

Tax evasion is very difficult to observe. Determining the tax evasion rate is also a very complex process. In this
study to simplify this complex process, tax evasion rate were estimated using data mining techniques,
depending on the basic causes such as inflation rate, unemployment, tax burden, economic growth (GDP), size
of government and trade openness. The best technique for estimating tax evasion rate is Gaussian processes
approach. The Gaussian process model is a probabilistic model that allows for nonlinear regression by limiting
the prior distribution to fit the available training data. The non-parametric feature of the Gaussian processes
model has been effective in finding this model as the best model. The estimated tax evasion rate with the
Gaussian processes model was compared with the actual tax evasion rate. As a result of statistical analysis; R?,
RMSE and MAE values were found as 0.931, 0.2473, and 0.2356, respectively. These values were found to be at
acceptable levels. The results of this study show that data mining method can use for estimating tax evasion rate.
In addition, the relative contribution of factors causing tax evasion was also determined. While tax evasion rate
is significantly and positively affected by variables such as unemployment, inflation and tax burden, it is
negatively affected by size of the government.

When tax evasion rates in Turkey, which is one of the developing countries, are examined in the 1999-2020
period, it is seen that the highest tax evasion was during the economic crisis in 2001 and the global economic
crisis in 2008. In times of economic crisis, inflation in the country was also high. Therefore, controlling inflation,
which is one of the most important factors causing tax evasion, is one of the most important suggestions for
reducing tax evasion. Another important factor in the tax evasion rate is unemployment. In order to reduce tax
evasion, it can be suggested that policy makers take into account that high unemployment in the economy may
lead people to find jobs in the informal economy and increase tax evasion. Therefore, policy makers should try to
reduce unemployment. In addition, lowering the tax rates (tax burden) on individual and corporate incomes will
greatly help reduce tax evasion rates.

In addition; factors such as inadequacy of tax inspection, tax awareness and morality, education and culture
level, frequent tax amnesties, presence of reconciliation institutions, the abundance of exceptions and
exemptions, frequent legislative changes and very little deterrent effect of penalties cause an increase in tax loss
and evasion rates in our country. For this reason, governments need to take social and legal measures as well as
economic and financial measures to reduce tax loss and evasion rates.
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COVID-19 Pandemi Doéneminde Saglik Sistemine
Duyulan Giivenin Cok Boyutlu Olarak Degerlendirilmesi
Multidimensional Evaluation of Trust in Healthcare System
During The COVID-19 Pandemic

Oz

Bu calismada, COVID-19 pandemi déneminde saglk sistemine duyulan giivenin ¢ok boyutlu
olarak degerlendirilmesi amaglanmustir. Calisma tamimlayici tipte kesitsel bir arastirmadir.
Calismanin evrenini Bandirma’da yasayan 18-65 yas aras1 okur-yazar bireyler, 6rneklemini ise
calismaya goniillii olarak katilan 393 birey olusturmustur. Veri toplama araci olarak “Saglik
Hizmetleri Sistemi Cok Boyutlu Giiven Olgegi” ve “Kisisel Bilgi Formu” kullanilmistir.
Istatistiksel analizler icin NCSS 2007 program kullamlmustir. Olgegin Cronbach’s Alpha
katsayis1 0,908 bulunmustur. Calismada COVID-19 pandemi déneminde saglik hizmetleri
sistemine duyulan giivenin orta diizeyde oldugu tespit edilmistir. Katithmcilarin %61,3"tintin
koronavirtise hi¢ yakalanmadigi ve %89,8'inin COVID-19 asis1 yaptirdigi bulunmustur. Yas
grubuna gore saglik hizmeti maliyetini karsilayan kisi/kuruma giiven puanlari arasinda
istatistiksel olarak anlaml farklilik oldugu, 18-25 geng yas grubunun giiven diizeyinin, 26-45 yas
grubundan daha yiiksek oldugu bulunmustur. Egitim diizeyine gore saglik hizmeti maliyetini
karsilayan kisi/kuruma giiven puanlar: arasinda da istatistiksel agidan anlaml farklilik oldugu,
on lisans ve lisans mezunu katilimcilarin giiven diizeyinin ortadgretim mezunlarindan daha
yiiksek oldugu bulunmustur. Calismada kronik hastaligi olan katilimecilarin giiven diizeyi
hastalig1 olmayanlardan diisiik bulunmustur. Pandemi déneminde saglik sistemine duyulan
giiven diizeyinin olgtilmesi ve ozellikle diisiikk giiven diizeyi tizerinde etkili olan faktorlerin
belirlenerek, bu alanlara yonelik politikalar gelistirilmesi 6nerilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: COVID-19, Saglik sistemine giiven, Pandemi, Saglik politikas:

Abstract

This study aimed to evaluate trust in the healthcare system in a multidimensional manner
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The study was a descriptive cross-sectional study. Individuals
between the ages of 18 and 65 living in Bandirma constituted the population of the study, and
393 participants who willingly consented formed the sample. The “Multidimensional Trust in
Health Care Systems Scale” and the “Personal Information Form” served as data collection tools.
The statistical evaluation involved using NCSS 2007, and Cronbach's alpha coefficient of the
scale was calculated to be 0.908. According to the research findings, there was a moderate level
of trust in the healthcare system during the COVID-19 pandemic. Participants who had never
experienced the coronavirus comprised 61.3%, and among them, 89.8% received the COVID-19
vaccine. It was determined that the statistically significant difference between the trust level of
the person/institution that covers the health care costs according to the age group. The
confidence level of the 18-25 young age group was more significant than the 26-45 older age
group. There was also a statistically significant difference between the trust level of the
person/institution that covers the health care costs according to the education level, and the
trust level of the associate and undergraduate graduates is higher than the secondary school
graduates. In line with the results of the study, participants without chronic diseases had a
higher trust level compared to those with chronic diseases. It is advisable to measure the level of
trust in the healthcare system during the pandemic and to formulate policies, particularly by
identifying the factors influencing the low level of trust.

Keywords: COVID-19, Trust in healthcare system, Pandemic, Health policy
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Giris

Ulkelerin ekonomik, sosyal ve kiiltiirel agidan kalkinabilmesi igin saglikli bir topluma sahip olmasi gerekir.
Giiglii bir saglik sistemi, saglikli bir toplumun temel bilesenidir. Oncelikli amac1 bireylerin ve toplumun saghig
gelistirmek, korumak ve tedavi etmek olan saglik sistemleri genellikle cok boyutlu karmasik bir yapiya sahiptir.
Birlesmis Milletler Stirdiiriilebilir Kalkinma Hedeflerinden biri de “Saglikli ve Kaliteli Yasam” olarak
belirlenmistir (Barcena, Cimoli, Garcia-Buchaca, Yafiez ve Pérez, 2018: 23). On Birinci Kalkinma Plan1 (2019-
2023)'nin “Nitelikli Insan, Giiclii Toplum” baslig1 altinda yer alan saglik bolimiinde toplumun saglikli yasam
kalitesinin artirilmasi amaciyla kanita dayali politikalarla saglik sistemlerinin iyilestirilmesi yontinde ¢ok sayida
politika ve tedbire vurgu yapildigini gormek miimkiindiir (T.C. Cumhurbaskanlig: Strateji ve Biitce Baskanligy,
2019: 125).

Cin’de 2019 yilinin sonunda ortaya ¢ikan COVID-19 hastaligi, bireylerde ciddi ve 6limciil solunum sistemi
problemlerine neden olmus ve halk saglig1 acisindan potansiyel bir tehdit olusturmustur (Ren vd., 2020: 1016).
Cin'de goriildiikten sonra ti¢ ay gibi kisa bir siirede diinya geneline simir tanimadan yayilan COVID-19
pandemisi nedeniyle, bircok tiilke art arda vaka sayilarmi agiklayarak acil durum ilan etmis ve kisitlama
politikalarin1 uygulamistir (Samlani, Lemfadli, Errami, Oubaha ve Krati, 2020: 130; Costa-Font ve Vilaplana-
Prieto, 2023: 1). Turkiye’de Saghk Bakanlig: ilk COVID-19 vakasi 11 Mart 2020'de duyurmustur (Saglik
Bakanlig1 [SB], 2020). Sonrasinda COVID-19 Pandemi Bilim Kurulu tarafindan hazirlanan ulusal rehberler
esliginde onlem, filyasyon, korunma ve tedavi miidahaleleri belirlenmis ve kamuoyuyla paylasmistir (Saglik
Bakanlig1 [SB], 2023).

Diinya genelinde tilkelerin saghk sistemleri, koronaviriis pandemisi sirasinda biiytik bir bask: ve belirsizlikle
kars1 karsiya kalmistir (Shah, Pereira ve Tuma, 2021: 1). Pandemi siirecinde saglik sistemlerinin gticli ve
dayanikli bir yapiya, yeterli sayida nitelikli insan giictine, halka giiven veren karar ve politikalara, gelismis
lojistik ve tesis hizmetlerine sahip olmasmin onemli oldugu belirtilmistir (McPake, Normand, Smith ve Nolan,
2020). Saglik sistemleri, saglik profesyonellerinin bakim hizmetlerinin ve faaliyetlerinin amaglar dogrultusunda
halka sunulmasin saglayan ve tilkelerin yapilarina gore degiskenlik gosteren sistemlerdir (Kumbasar, 2016; 50).
Diinya Saghk Orgiitii saglik sistemini, bireylerin ve toplumun sagligim gelistirmek ve korumak amaciyla
olusturulan biittiin kaynaklarin ve organizasyonlarin toplami seklinde tanimlamaktadir (World Health
Organization [WHO], 2007: 2). Pandemi déneminde tilkelerin uygulamis oldugu saglik politikalar1 6zellikle
halkin saglik sistemine duyulan giiveni {izerinde dogrudan etkili olmustur. Tiirk Dil Kurumu'na gore giiven
“korku, ¢ekinme ve kusku duymadan inanma ve baglanma duygusudur” (Tirk Dil Kurumu [TDK, 2023]).
Mayer, Davis ve Schoorman (1995: 712)'a gore giiven “bireylerin herhangi bir denetim etkisi olmaksizin, diger
tarafin davranislarinin kendi beklentilerini karsilayacak yonde gelisecegine dair bir inan¢ duymasi ve bu inang
dogrultusunda, karsi tarafin eylemlerine kendisini savunma geregi duymaksizin agik olmasi” seklinde
tanimlanmaktadir. Saglik hizmetleri sistemine duyulan giiven; saglik hizmetinden faydalanmak amaciyla
basvuruda bulunan bir hastanin, hizmet sunumunda gorevli olan saglik calisanlar1 tarafindan kendilerine en iyi
sekilde bakim saglanacagi ve en uygun tedavinin stirdiiriilebilirligine olan inancini ifade eder (Antinyan,
Bassetti, Corazzini ve Pavesi, 2021: 4; Baker, 2020: 2373). Van der Schee (2016: 10) giiveni, hastanin bireysel
olarak bakima ihtiya¢ duydugu hassas bir durumdayken, kendisine bakim vermekle gorevli olan saglik
kurumlarma, saglik ¢alisanlarina veya biittinsel olarak saglik sitemine duyulan inanci seklinde tanimlamustir.
Halkin, saglik sistemine duydugu giivenin yiiksek olmasi durumunda; saglik uzmanlarinin tavsiyelerine
uydugu ve saglik sisteminin toplumun ihtiyaclaria cevap verecek sekilde yonetildigine gtivendigi belirtilmistir
(Harris ve Sandal, 2021: 97; Gille, Smith ve Mays, 2021: 2; Baker, 2020: 2374; Anand ve Kutty, 2015: 125). Saglik
sistemlerine duyulan yiiksek diizeyde giiven, saglik hizmet kalitesinin ve performansinin da temel
gostergelerinden biridir (Gille vd., 2015; Abelson, Miller ve Giacobeni, 2009; Ahnquist, Wamala ve Lindstrom,
2010; Gopichandran ve Chetlapalli, 2013: 2: Gilson, 2003: 1463).

Diinyay1 etkileyen Ebola ve COVID-19 gibi pandemiler sirasinda saglik sisteminin stirdiirtilebilirliginin 6zellikle
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gtiven acisindan onemli oldugu belirtilmistir (Vinck, Pham, Bindu, Bedford ve Nilles, 2019: 529; Udow-Phillips
ve Lantz 2020; Balog-Way ve McComas 2020: 7; Wong vd., 2021: 1148). Saglk sistemlerine halkin giivenini
saglamak icin oncelikle halkin giiven diizeyinin ne oldugunu bilmek gerekir (Gille vd., 2021: 2). Pandemi
stirecinde diizenli saglik hizmetleri icin azalan kapasiteler, artan tibbi belirsizlikler, karar ¢catismalarmin ortaya
¢ikmasi ve pandemi nedeniyle degisen tedavi algoritmalar1 halkin saglik sistemine olan giivenine yonelik agik
tehditler olusturmustur (Armstrong ve Freiberg 2017: 1743; Udow-Phillips ve Lantz 2020: 432). Halkin saglik
sistemine duydugu giivenin ol¢tilmesi; politika belirleyiciler, saglik calisanlar: ve arastirmacilar tarafindan daha
iyilestirilmis saghk ciktilarina ulasmak amaciyla giivenilir bir saglik sistemi kurma konusunda izleme ve
degerlendirme olanag saglar (Ozawa ve Sripad, 2013: 10). Pandemi donemde temel saglik hizmetlerine yeterli
erisimin olmamasi, ilkenin saglik sistemi tizerine binen ytkiin artmasi nedeniyle saghik hizmet kalitesinin
diismesi, ozellikle ileri yas ve kronik hastalig1 bulunan ytiksek riskli, dezavantajli ve savunmasiz gruplarim bu
hastaliktan daha fazla etkilenmesi saglik hizmetleri sistemlerine duyulan gtiven diizeyi tizerinde dogrudan etkili
olmustur (Baker, 2020: 2374). Calismalar pandemi siirecinde saglik sistemine duyulan giivenin, diinya genelinde
cesitli niifus gruplar1 ve bolgeler arasinda farklilik gosterdigine isaret etmektedir (Sloan vd., 2021: 5; Masters vd.,
2021: 128; Biissing vd., 2021: 1673; Lindholt, Jergensen, Bor ve Petersen, 2021: 1).

COVID-19 pandemi doneminde halkin saglik sistemine olan gitivenini 6l¢gmek, uzun vadede etkin politikalar
belirlenmesi acisindan onemlidir. Literatiire bakildiginda Tiirkiye’de COVID-19 pandemi doneminde halkin
saglik sistemine duydugu gtivenin degerlendirildigi calismalarin sinirli oldugu goriilmektedir (Giiresci, 2020;
Irmak ve Dugan, 2022; Bayburt, 2022). Bu calisma ile literattirdeki bu eksiligin giderilmesine katki saglanmasi
hedeflenmektedir.

Yontem

Arastirmanin Amaci ve Onemi

Bu arastirmanin amact COVID-19 pandemi déneminde saglik sistemine duyulan giivenin ¢ok boyutlu olarak
degerlendirilmesidir. Saglik sistemine duyulan giivenin saglik hizmeti sunan kurumlar, saglik profesyonelleri ve
geri 6deme kurumlar1 perspektifinden belirlenmesi, ulusal Slgekte uygun saglik politikalarmin gelistirilmesi
acisindan 6nemlidir.

Arastirmanin Tiiri

Calisma tanimlayici tipte kesitsel bir durum saptama calismasidir. Kesitsel arastirmalar olaylarm belirli bir
zaman kesitinde incelendigi arastirmalardir. Durum saptama calismalar1 ise bir tek olay ya da durumun
derinlemesine incelendigi, verilerin planl ve sistematik bir bigcimde toplandig1 ve o olay ile ilgili gercek hayatta
neler oldugunun degerlendirildigi calismalardir (Caparlar ve Donmez, 2016; Davey, 1990).

Evren ve Orneklem

Calismanin evrenini Balikesir ilinin Bandirma ilgesinde yasayan 18-65 yas arasi okur-yazar yetiskin bireyler,
orneklemini ise ilce merkezinde yasayan ve calismaya katilmaya goniillti olan 18-65 yas arasit 393 katilimci
olusturmustur. Bandirma Belediyesi'ne gore ilcenin 2020 yilindaki niifusu 158.857'dir. Yazicioglu ve Erdogan
(2004) %95 giiven diizeyi ve %5 hata payiyla 384 kisilik 6rneklem biiytiikliigiiniin yeterli oldugunu belirtmistir
Veri Toplama Araclar:

Aragtirmada verilerin toplanmast icin “Saglik Hizmetleri Sistemi Cok Boyutlu Giiven Olgegi” ve “Kisisel Bilgi
Formu” kullamlmustir. “Saglik Hizmetleri Sistemi Cok Boyutlu Giiven Olgegi”, Egede ve Ellis (2008) tarafindan
gelistirilmis, Ding, Korkmaz ve Karabulut (2013) tarafindan Tiirkgeye uyarlanmigtir. Olgek; saglik hizmeti sunan
profesyonellere duyulan giiven alt boyutunu iceren 10 ifade, saglik hizmetlerinin maliyetini karsilayan
kisi/kurumlara gtiven alt boyutunu iceren 4 ifade ve saglik hizmeti veren kurum/kuruluslara guven alt
boyutunu iceren 3 ifade, toplamda 3 alt boyut ve 17 ifadeden olugmaktadir. Olgek 5'li Likert tipte tasarlanmugtir.
Ding ve digerleri (2013) olgegin Tiirkce’'ye uyarlama calismasinda Cronbach Alfa giivenirliligini, buitiine iliskin
0.87, saglik hizmeti sunan profesyonellere giiven alt boyutu igin 0.91, saglik hizmetlerinin maliyetini karsilayan
kisi/kurumlara gitiven alt boyutu icin 0.82 ve saglik hizmeti veren kurum/kuruluslara (hastane vb) giiven igin
0.61 olarak tespit edilmistir (Egede ve Ellis 2008; Ding vd., 2013). Kisisel Bilgi Formunda ise bireylerin; yas,
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cinsiyet, egitim durumu, medeni durum, sosyal giivencesi, calisma ve gelir diizeyi, pandemi doneminde
koronaviriis tedavisi alma, koronaviriis asist olma, koronaviriis acisindan riskli olarak tanimlanan bir kronik
hastalik varlig1 ve pandemi stirecinde ihtiya¢ duydugu anda saglik sistemine erisim saglayabilme ile ilgili olmak
tizere toplamda 12 soruya yer verilmistir.
Verilerin Analiz Edilmesi
“Saglik Hizmetleri Sistemine Cok Boyutlu Giiven Olgegi”ne verilen cevaplar en olumlu segenekten (1=kesinlikle
katilmiyorum, 2=katilmiyorum, 3= kararsizim, 4=katiliyorum, 5=kesinlikle katiliyorum) en olumsuz secenege
dogru kodlanmigtir. Olgegin 4 ve 15. maddeleri ters puanl oldugu icin bu maddeler ters kodlama ile ifade
edilmistir. Kodlama islemi i¢in Microsoft Excel Programi kullanilmistir. Veri analizi NCSS (Number Cruncher
Statistical System) 2007 (Kaysville, Utah, USA) programi kullanilarak yapilmistir. Arastirmada veri analizi
oncesinde kullanilacak yonteme karar vermek amaciyla normallik dagilimina bakilmistir. Elde edilen verilerin
normalligin gostergesi olarak carpiklik ve basiklik katsayisi degerleri dikkate alinmaktadir (Tabachnick ve
Fidell, 2000). Olgegin toplam carpiklik ve basiklik degerleri Tablo 3'te belirtilmistir. Calisma verilerinin
degerlendirilmesinde; ortalama, standart sapma, frekans, oran, medyan, minimum, maksimum tanimlayici
istatistiksel metotlarindan faydalanilmistir. Niceliksel veriler Shapiro-Wilk testi ve grafiksel degerlendirmeler ile
normal dagilima wuygunluklar1 agisindan smanmis, normal dagilim gosteren verilerin iki grup
karsilastirmalarinda Student t testinden, {i¢ ve tizeri gruplarin karsilastirmalarinda One-way ANOVA testinden
ve ikili karsilastirmalarinda ise Bonferroni testinden faydalanilmistir. Normal dagilim gostermeyen verilerin tig
ve tizeri grup karsilastirmalarinda ise Kruskal Wallis testinden ve ikili karsilastirmalarinda Bonferroni-Dunn
testinden faydalamilmistir. Istatiksel anlamlilik diizeyi p<0,05 olarak degerlendirilmistir. Alfa katsayisinin
degerlendirilmesinde asagidaki ol¢iitten yararlanilmistir (Karagoz, 2014: 698):

0.0 <0.40 arasinda ise 6lgegin giivenilir olmadig:

0.40 <0.60 arasinda ise dlcegin diistik gtivenirlikte oldugu

0.60 <0.80arasinda ise dlgegin oldukca giivenilir oldugu

0.80 <1.00 arasinda ise 6lgegin yiiksek derecede giivenilir oldugu kabul edilmektedir.
Arastirmanin Etik Yonii
Calismanin igin Bandirma Onyedi Eyliil Universitesi Saglik Bilimleri Girisimsel Olmayan Aragtirmalar Etik
Kurulu'ndan (13.06.2022 tarihli ve 2022-06/74 say1) izin ve 6lgek kullanim izni alinmustir. Calismada kullanilacak
verilerin toplanmasi icin gerekli izinler alindiktan sonra 01.08.2022-31.12.2022 tarihleri arasinda Bandirma ilge
merkezinde yasayan, okur-yazar, 18 yas {istii ve calismaya katilmaya goniillii bireyler {izerinden veriler
toplanmustir.
Arastirmanin Kisithiliklar
Calisma 01.08.2022-31.12.2022 tarihleri arasinda Bandirma ilce merkezinde yasayan ve calismaya katilmaya
gontillti bireylerle sinirhidir. Calismanin diger bir kisit1 calismaya katilmaya goniillii olan yas grubunun agirlikli
olarak 18-25 geng yas grubundan olusmasidir.
Bulgular
Tablo 1’de arastirmaya katilan bireylerin tanimlayic1 6zelliklerine yer verilmistir.

Tablo 1: Katilimcilarin Tanimlayic1 Ozelliklerinin Dagilimi

n %
18-25 yas 238 60,5
26-45 106 27,0
Yas (yil) yas
46-55 yas 35 8,9
256 yas 14 3,6
Cinsivet Kadin 218 55,5
insiye
y Erkek 175 445
. Evli 100 25,4
Medeni durum
Bekar 293 74,6
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[Ikogretim 23 59
Ortadgretim 66 16,7
Egitim durumu On lisans 69 17,6
Lisans 223 56,7
Lisanstistii 12 31
Evet 187 47,6
Calisma durumu
Hayir 206 52,4
Gelir giderden az 160 40,7
Gelir durumu Gelir gidere esit 140 35,6
Gelir giderden fazla 93 23,7
Var 323 82,2
Sosyal gtivence durumu
Yok 70 17,8

Tablo 1’e gore katimcilarin %55,5'i kadin, %60,5'i 18-25 yas araliginda, %74,6’s1 bekar, %56,7 lisans mezunu,
%82,2'si sosyal giivenceye sahip, %52,4'ti herhangi bir iste aktif calismamaktadir. Buna ek olarak katiimcilarin
%40,7’si gelirinin giderden az, %35,6’s1 ise gelirinin gidere esit oldugunu belirtmistir.
Tablo 2’de katilimcilarin COVID-19'a iliskin 6zelliklerinin dagilimi yer almaktadir.

Tablo 2: Katilimcilarin COVID-19 Ozelliklerinin Dagilim1

Say1 (n) Yiizde (%)

Koronaviriise hi¢ yakalanmadim 241 61,3
Koronavirtis temasli olma nedeniyle evde | 54 13,8
izolasyonda kaldim, tedavi almadim
. L . .. | Koronavirtis ila¢ tedavisini hastanede | 9 2,3
Pandemi  siirecinde  koronaviriis L
tedavisi alma durumu yatarak geglrd‘lm — -
Koronaviriis ilag tedavisini evde izolasyon | 43 10,9
altinda aldim
Koronaviriis icin evde izolasyonda kaldim, | 46 11,7
ila¢ kullanmadim
Evet 353 89,8
COVID-19 asis1 olma durumu
Hayir 40 10,2
Pandemi siirecinde koronaviriis ile | Evet 239 60,8
ilgili herhangi bir test yaptirma | Hayir 154 39,2
durumu
Koronaviriis i¢cin  riskli  olarak | Evet 55 14,0
belirlenen bir kronik hastalik olma | Hayir 338 86,0
durumu
Pandemi stirecinde ihtiyag | Evet 309 78,6
duyuldugunda saghk  sistemine | Hayr 84 21,4
erisim saglayabilme durumu
COVID-19 pandemi déneminde genel | Diistik diizeyde giiven 81 20,6
olarak saglik hizmetleri sistemine | Orta diizeyde giiven 259 65,9
gliven diizeyi Yiiksek diizeyde gtiven 53 13,5

Tablo 2'ye gore katilimcilarin %61,3'ti koronavirtise hi¢ yakalanmamis, %14’ti koronaviriis icin riskli olarak
belirlenen bir kronik hastaligi bulundugunu belirtmis, %89,8'i COVID-19 asis1 yaptirmis ve %65,9'u pandemi
doneminde saglik sistemine orta diizeyde giiven duydugunu ifade etmistir.
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Tablo 3'te “Saglik Hizmetleri Sistemi Cok Boyutlu Giiven Olgegi” Puanlarimin Dagilimi yer almaktadir.

Tablo 3: Saglik Hizmetleri Sistemi Cok Boyutlu Giiven Olgegi Puanlarinin Dagilimlar

Soru Min-Mak Cronbach’s Carpiklik Basiklik
OrttSs
sayi1sl (Medyan) Alpha
Saglik hizmeti
canan 10 1050 (35) | 33,6847,01 | 0,882 0,732 1,494
profesyonellere
giiven
Saglik hizmeti
livetini
Falyeti 4 420 (12) | 12444357 | 0,837 0,186 0,254
karsilayan
kisi/kuruma gtiven
Saglik hizmeti
veren
3 3-15(9 9,09+2,59 0,680 -0,314 0,029
kurum/kuruluglara ©)
glven
Toplam 17 17-85 (57) | 55,21+11,30 | 0,908 -0,601 1,380

“Saglik Hizmetleri Sistemi Cok Boyutlu Giiven Olgegi” toplam puanlari 17 ile 85 arasinda degismekte olup,
ortalama 55,21+11,30 olarak saptanmistir. Olgegin Cronbach’s Alpha katsayilari sirasiyla genel 6lgek igin 0,908,
alt boyutlar igin sirastyla 0,882; 0,837 ve 0,682 bulunmustur. Olgegin toplami igin Carpiklik (Skewness) degeri (-
0,601) ve Basiklik (Kurtosis) degeri (1,380) olarak hesaplanmustir.

Tablo 4'te katiimcilarin tanimlayici 6zelliklerine gore saglik hizmetleri sistemi ¢ok boyutlu gtiven 6lcegi

puanlarinin degerlendirme sonuglar: yer almaktadir.

Tablo 4: Tamimlayic1 Ozelliklere Gore Saglik Hizmetleri Sistemi Cok Boyutlu Giiven Olcegi Puanlarinin

Degerlendirmesi
Saglik hizmeti
o . . 5 .. Saglik hizmeti veren
Saglik hizmeti sunan maliyetini
N kurum/kuruluglara Toplam
profesyonellere giiven karsilayan iven
kisi/kuruma giiven &t
Min-Mak | Ort+Ss Min-Mak | Ort+Ss Min-Mak | Ort+Ss Min-Mak | Ort+Ss
(Medyan) (Medyan) (Medyan) (Medyan)
18-25 yas 238 | 1050 35) | 33,93+6,75 | 4-20 (13) 12,8443,40 | 3-15 (9) 9274253 | 17-85(58) | 56,05+10,99
2645 yas 106 | 17-48 (33) | 33,33%572 | 419 (12) 11,8343,13 | 3-15 (9) 8,86£245 | 26-79 (54) | 54,0249,11
Yas (1) 75 yas 35 | 11-50 (36) | 32,94+10,72 | 4-20 (13) 11,9745,07 | 3-15 (9) 866351 | 1885(57) | 53,57+17,25
256 yas 14 | 1348 (335) | 33,799,17 | 6-20 (10) 11,36+4,31 | 5-12 (9) 8,93+1,90 | 28-80 (54,5) | 54,07+12,88
- 0,538 0,029* 0,241 0,138
Kadmn 218 | 10-50 (34,5) | 33,78+6,76 | 4-20 (12) 12,4943,52 | 3-15 (9) 9,06+2,66 | 17-85(57) | 55,33%11,11
Cinsiyet
Y ek 175 | 1050 (35) | 33,55£7,33 | 420 12) | 12,3843,64 | 315 (9) 9141251 | 1783 (56) | 55,07+11,55
o 0,757 0,754 0,769 0,823
Medeni | Evli 100 | 1150 (33) | 32,9847,52 | 4-20 (12) 11,7343,78 | 3-15 (9) 8,752,662 | 18-85 (54) | 53,46%11,74
durum | Bekar 293 | 1050 35) | 33,91%6,83 | 4-20 (13) 12,6843,47 | 3-15 (9) 9214257 | 17-85(57) | 55,81%11,10
w 0,250 0,021* 0,124 0,073
ilkogretim | 23 | 23-50 (35) | 35044698 | 6-20 (12) 12,13+4,28 | 3-15 (10) 9,7042,88 | 37-85(55) | 56,87+11,42
Ortadgretim | 66 | 1150 (33) | 32,36%8,15 | 420 (11,5) | 11,41%3,46 | 3-13 (8) 8331256 | 18-80 (53,5) | 52,11+12,78
Egitim "y Jicans 69 | 10-50 (35) | 33,26%8,54 | 4-20 (13) 12,8143,99 | 3-15 (9) 9,29+294 | 17-85(56) | 5536+13,83
d
S isans 223 | 1050 (35) | 34,03%613 | 420 (13) | 12,733,534 | 315 (9) 9261245 | 1783 (58) | 56,039,98
Lisanstisti | 12 | 22-46 (33,5) | 34,085,88 | 7-16 (10) 11174341 | 6-10 85) | 7,83+1,53 | 36-63 (53) | 53,08+7,10
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W 0,708 0,038* 0,011* 0,120
Calisma | Evet 187 | 10-50 33) | 32,80£7,41 | 4-20 (12) 11,8843,52 | 3-15 (9) 8,71#2,73 | 17-83 (54) | 53,39+11,47
durumu | Hayir 206 | 10-50 (35) | 34,47+6,55 | 4-20 (13) 12,9543,55 | 3-15 (9) 9,45+2,41 17-85 (58) | 56,86+10,90

o 0,019* 0,003** 0,005%* 0,002+*

Gelir 160 | 10-50 (34) | 33,2246,73 | 4-20 (12) 11,8643,55 | 3-15 (9) 9,04+2,71 17-85 (56) | 54,13+11,13

giderden az
Geli Gelir gidere | 140 | 1048 (35) | 34,15£7,00 | 4-20 (13) 12,9043,54 | 3-15 (9) 9,25+2,38 | 17-82(58) | 56,30+11,52
elr

it

durumu e§1'

Gelir 93 | 11-50 35) | 33,75+7,52 | 4-20 (13) 12,7443,54 | 3-15 (9) 8,95+2,69 | 18-83 (57) | 5544+11,19

giderden

fazla

P 0,515 0,027* 0,648 0,245
Sosyal | Var 323 | 10-50 (35) | 33,887,014 | 4-20 (12) 12,5043,65 | 3-15 (9) 9,1442,62 | 17-85(57) | 55,52+11,47
glvence 70 | 1050 (33) | 32,76+6,38 | 4-20 (12) 12,16%3,18 | 3-15 (9) 8,87+2,47 17-85 (53,5) | 53,79+10,45
durumu Yok

p 0,227 0,465 0,428 0,245

aKruskal Wallis Test, b'Student t Test, <Oneway ANOVA Test, *p<0,05, **p<0,01

Tablo 4’e gore yas ile saglik hizmeti maliyetini karsilayan kisi/kuruma giiven puanlar1 arasinda istatistiksel
olarak anlamli diizeyde bir farkliik saptanmistir (p=0,029; p<0,05). Anlamli farkliligin gruplar arasindaki
kaynagini saptamak amaciyla yapilan ikili karsilastirmalar sonucunda; 18-25 yas grubunun giiven diizeyi 26-45
yas grubundan yiiksek bulunmustur (p=0,042; p<0,05). Medeni duruma gore saghk hizmeti maliyetini
karsilayan kisi/kuruma gitiven puanlar1 arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli diizeyde bir farklilik saptanmis olup
(p=0,021; p<0,05); bekar katilimcilarin giiven diizeyi evlilerden ytiksek bulunmustur. Egitim durumuna gore
saglik hizmeti maliyetini karsilayan kisi/kuruma giiven puanlar1 arasinda ise benzer sekilde anlamli bir farklilik
tespit edilmis olup (p=0,038; p<0,05), lisans mezunu katilimcilarin giiven diizeyi ortadgretim mezunlarindan
daha yiiksek bulunmustur (p=0,045; p<0,05). Diger yandan egitim durumuna gore saglik hizmeti veren
kurum/kuruluslara giiven puanlar1 arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli farklilik saptanmis (p=0,011; p<0,05), 6n
lisans ve lisans mezunu katilimcilarin giiven diizeyi ortadgretim mezunlarindan yiiksek bulunmustur (sirasiyla
p=0,043; p=0,041; p<0,05). Calisma durumuna gore saglik hizmeti sunan profesyonellere giiven puanlari
arasinda istatistiksel acidan anlaml bir farklilik saptanmis olup (p=0,019; p<0,05), calisan katilimcilarin giiven
diizeyi calismayanlardan diisiik bulunmustur. Buna ek olarak calismada geliri giderine esit olan katilimcilarin
glven diizeyi, geliri giderinden az olan katiimcilardan ytiksek bulunmustur (p=0,035; p<0,05). Calismada
koronavirtis igin riskli olarak belirlenen bir kronik hastaligin bulunma durumuna gore saglik hizmeti veren
kurum/kuruluslara giiven puanlar1 arasinda istatistiksel agidan anlamli bir farklilik saptanmis olup (p=0,037;
p<0,05), kronik hastalig1 olan katilimcilarin giiven diizeyi hastalig1 olmayanlardan diisik bulunmustur. Diger
degiskenler arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir farklilik saptanamamustir.

Tartisma ve Sonug

COVID-19 pandemi doneminde saglik sistemine giiven durumunun ¢ok boyutlu olarak degerlendirilmesi
amactyla yapilan bu calismada; halkin saglik sistemine duydugu giivenin orta diizeyde oldugu, katilimcilarin
¢ogunun COVID-19a hi¢ yakalanmadig1 ve biiytik bir kisminin as1 yaptirdig: tespit edilmistir. Calismada, geng
yas grubu ile 6n lisans ve lisans mezunlarmin saglik hizmeti maliyetini karsilayan kuruma giiven diizeyinin
daha ytiiksek oldugu bulunmustur. Buna ek olarak herhangi bir kronik hastalig1r bulunan katilimcilarmn saglik
sistemine giiven diizeyinin daha diistiik oldugu saptanmustir. Tiirkiye’de pandemi doneminde saglik sistemine
duyulan gtiven diizeyinin tespit edilmesi amaciyla yapilan ¢alismalarin sinirli oldugu ve bu nedenle tartisma
alanmin da kisith oldugu dikkat gekmektedir. Pandemiden ¢nce Tiirkiye'de 18 yas tizeri 410 katihmai ile
ytrttulen bir calismada, bireylerin saglik sistemine duydugu gtivenin alt-orta diizeyde oldugu gortilmiistiir
(Yesiloglu, 2020: 26). Benzer sekilde pandemi 6ncesi donemde Ankara’da 18-65 yas arasi okur-yazar 493 yatan
hasta tizerinde yirtttilen bir ¢alismada, hastalarin saglik hizmetlerine duydugu giivenin ortanin tizerinde
oldugu belirlenmistir (Usta, 2016: 26). COVID-19 salgin sirasinda 27 Avrupa tilkesinde saglik sistemine duyulan
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glivenin yordayicilarinin incelendigi bir calismada, ¢ogu katilimcimin saglik sistemine giivenme egiliminde
oldugu (%79) tespit edilmistir (Beller, Schéfers, Haier, Geyer ve Epping, 2022: 1). Pandemi doneminde Norveg'te
saglik sistemine giiven diizeyinin %77 oldugu tespit edilmistir (Stewart, 2020). Saglik sistemine ytiiksek giivenin
COVID-19 kisitlamalarina uyma maliyetlerini azalttigr gortilmiistiir (Costa-Font ve Vilaplana-Prieto, 2023: 1).
Benzer sekilde, fran’da yapilan bir calismada, saglik sistemine duyulan gtivenin, COVID-19 asisi olma istegi ile
pozitif iliskili oldugu, saglik sistemine olan giiven arttikca, COVID-19 asis1 olma isteklerinin de arttig:
saptanmistir. Saglik sistemine duyulan giivenin artmasi, saglik sisteminin (calisanlar ve kurumlar) daha iyi
saglik hizmetlerine yonelik calismalarinda profesyonel ve ozverili oldugunun bir gostergesidir (Ahorsu vd.,
2022: 1). Diger yandan ok sayida Avrupa {iilkesini kapsayan bir calismada katilimcilarin %45,4 tintin hiikiimete
glivenmedigi, %43,8’inin hiikiimetin vatandaslariyla ilgilenecegine inandig: tespit edilmistir (O’Hara, Rahim ve
Shi, 2020: 1). Calismada halkin saglk sistemine duydugu giivenin orta diizeyde ¢ikmasinda, pandeminin
getirdigi belirsizlik ortamindan kaynaklanan korku ve endiselerin 6nemli bir etken oldugu diistintilmektedir.
Turkiye’de pandeminin yayilmasimi 6nlemek amaciyla uygulanan kisitlayici 6nlemlerle birlikte, belirsizlik
ortaminda bireyler sevdiklerini kaybetme korkusu yasamustir. Tiirkiye saglik sisteminin tedavi agirlikli bir
yapiya sahip olmas1 ve kapsayici genel saglik sigortasinin bulunmasi nedeniyle pandemi siirecinde diinyanin
pek cok {iilkesinde yasanan hastane yatagi, ventilator, tibbi cihaz ve sarf malzeme sikintis1 yasanmamuistir.
Pandemi stirecinde Saglik Bakanligi bilimsel veriler esliginde gerekli onlemleri almaya calismis ve halk:
aydimlatmistir. Giiresci (2020: 63), pandemi siirecinde siyasi iradenin 6nemine vurgu yaparak, COVID-19 Bilim
Kurulu tarafindan onerilen bilimsel kararlara siyasi iradenin biiyiik bir istikrarla uymasi sonucunda kriz
yonetimi ve iletisimi konusunda Tiirkiye icin biiyiik basarilar elde edildigi vurgulanmistir. Buna karsin Irmak ve
Dugan (2022: 1)'in COVID-19 pandemi siirecinde Saglik Bakan1 ve Bakanligin iletisim stratejilerini giiven unsuru
baglaminda inceledikleri calismada, Saglik Bakanligi’'nin pandemi stirecinde kurumsal internet sitesi tizerinden
verilen bilgilerin yeterli, ikna edici ve agiklayic1 diizeyde olmadigi, Saglik Bakani'nin agiklamalar: igin sahsi
sosyal medya hesaplarmi kullanmasinin etkin iletisim acisindan faydali goziikmekle birlikte, Saglik
Bakanligi'nin kurumsal internet kimligini zayiflattig1 tespit edilmistir.

Calismada cinsiyet ile saglik hizmetlerine iliskin ¢ok boyutlu giiven 6lgegi ve alt boyutlar1 arasinda istatistiksel
agidan anlamli bir farklilik saptanamamistir. COVID-19 pandemi siirecinde Avrupa {ilkelerini kapsayan bir
calismada, kadinlarin saglik hizmetleri sistemine giiven diizeyinin daha diisiik oldugu tespit edilmistir (Beller
vd., 2022: 1). Yesiloglu (2020: 29)'nun calismasinda erkek katilimcilarin saglik hizmeti sunan profesyonellere
gliven duygusunun daha ytiiksek oldugu belirlenmis ancak yapilan ileri analizde anlamlilik dogrulanamamustur.
53 Avrupa tilkesinden 106,497 katilimai ile ytirtitiilen bir ¢alismada, pandemi siirecinde kadinlarin endise ve
depresyon puanlarmin erkeklerden daha yiiksek oldugu, hiikiimete giivenmeyen erkekler arasinda Kkati
politikalar uygulanmasindaki artisin depresyon ile iliskili oldugu, hiikiimete siddetle giivenmeyen kadinlarda
ise hiikiimet tarafindan uygulanan politikalarin katilig1 ile endise ve depresyon endeksi arasinda ters U seklinde
bir iliskinin oldugu tespit edilmistir (O’'Hara vd., 2020: 1). Galasso ve digerlerinin (2020: 27285) Australya,
Avusturya, Fransa, Almanya, Italya, Yeni Zelanda, Ingiltere ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nde yiirittiikleri
calismada, kadinlarin salgin ¢ok ciddi bir saglik sorunu olarak algilama, kisitlama onlemlerini kabul etme ve
bunlara uyma olasiligimmin daha yiiksek oldugu, kadinlarin liderligindeki tilkelerin pandemiye daha etkili bir
sekilde yanit verdigi ve bu nedenle toplumsal cinsiyete dayali halk saglig1 politikalarinin benimsenmesinin
faydali olabilecegi belirtilmistir. Bu konu ile ilgili ¢cikarimlar yapabilmek icin her iki cinsiyet tizerinde ileri diizey
calismalarin yapilmasi faydali olabilir.

Calismada 18-25 geng yas grubunun saglik hizmeti maliyetini karsilayan kisi/kuruma gtiven diizeyinin, 26-45
yas katilimcilardan daha yiiksek oldugu bulunmustur. Karabiik ilinde pandemi 6ncesi donemde yiiriitiilen bir
calismada, arastirma bulgulariyla uyumlu sekilde, yas ilerledikce saglik hizmetleri sistemine duyulan giivenin
azaldig: tespit edilmistir (Yesiloglu, 2020: 27). Cok sayida Avrupa tilkelerini kapsayan bir calismada, orta yas ve
ileri yas olmanin diistik giiven seviyesiyle anlaml diizeyde iliskili oldugu bulunmustur (Beller vd., 2022: 1). Bu
sonug, geng yas grubunun COVID-19 riskinin daha diisiik olmasi nedeniyle daha az stres yasamasi kaynaklh
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gliven dtizeyinin daha yiiksek olmasiyla agiklanabilir. Ayrica 18-25 vyaslar1 bireylerin egitim hayatim
tamamlay1p is hayatina yeni giris yapmanin heyecanini yasadig: bir donem oldugu icin saglik hizmet maliyetini
karsilayan kisi/kurumlara daha ileri yas gruplarina kiyasla daha yiiksek diizeyde giiven duymalarmin olagan
bir durum oldugunu diistindiirmektedir. Calismada bekar katilimcilarin saglik hizmeti maliyetini karsilayan
kisi/kuruma gitiven puanlar1 evli olanlardan yiiksek bulunmustur. COVID-19 pandemi siirecinde Avrupa
tilkelerinde yapilan bir calismada, yalnizligin saghk hizmetleri sistemine daha diisiik giiven diizeyi ile anlaml
iliskili oldugu tespit edilmistir (Beller vd., 2022: 1). Bekarlarin genellikle yalniz yasamalarinin ve evlilere nazaran
saglik hizmetinden beklentilerinin nispeten daha dustik olmasmmn bu duruma etken olabilecegi
dusiiniilmektedir. Ileri diizey arastirmalarla bu konunun derinlemesine arastirilmasi faydali sonuglar elde
edilmesini saglayabilir.

Calismada egitim durumuna gore saglik hizmeti maliyetini karsilayan kisi/kuruma giiven puanlari
karsilastirildiginda, lisans mezunu katilimcilarin giiven diizeyinin ortadgretim mezunlarindan yiiksek oldugu
bulunmustur. Buna ek olarak ¢n lisans ve lisans mezunu katilimcilarin saglik hizmeti veren kurum/kuruluslara
giliven diizeyi ortadgretim mezunlarindan yiiksek bulunmustur. Pandemi 6ncesi donemde Tiirkiye'de yapilan
bir calismada egitim durumuna gore saglik hizmet maliyetini karsilayan kisi/kuruma duyulan giiven arasinda
istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir farklilik tespit edilememistir (Yesiloglu, 2020: 29). Ankara’da pandemi Oncesi
doénemde yapilan bir calismada, arastirma bulgularmin aksine egitim diizeyi ytikseldik¢e saglik hizmeti
maliyetini karsilayan kisi/kuruma giiven diizeyinin dustiigii tespit edilmistir (Usta, 2016: 29). COVID-19
pandemi siirecinde Avrupa {ilkelerini kapsayan bir calismada, egitim diizeyinin diisiik olmasmin saglik
hizmetleri sistemine daha dustik giiven seviyesiyle iliskili oldugu bulunmustur (Beller vd., 2022: 1). Egitim
seviyesi yiikseldikce, saglik hizmetinden beklentilerin daha net bir sekilde ortaya konulmasi ve saglik hizmeti
sunan kurumlarla birlikte saglik profesyonelleriyle daha etkin bir iletisim kurulmasma olan katkis1 ve bu
durumun giiven duygusu tizerinde olumlu bir etkiye neden olmasiyla aciklanabilir.

Calismada geliri giderine esit olan katilimcilarin saglik hizmeti maliyetini karsilayan kisi/kuruma giiven
diizeyinin, geliri giderinden az olan katilimcilara kiyasla daha yiiksek bulunmustur. Pandemi donemlerinde
mali sikint1 yasayan bireylere ekonomik olarak destek verilmesi giiven duygusunu artirabilir (Leibrecht ve
Scharler 2020: 91). Yesiloglu (2020: 29)'nun c¢alismasima benzer sekilde gelir diizeyini dustik olarak bildiren
katilimcilarin saglik hizmet maliyetini karsilayan kisi/kurumlara giiven alt boyutu puan ortalamasmin daha
diistik oldugu tespit edilmistir. Beller ve digerlerinin (2022: 1) calismasinda COVID-19 pandemi stirecinde gelir
sikintis1 yasayan bireylerin saglik sistemine duyduklar1 giiven diizeyinin daha dustik oldugu bulunmustur.
Gelirin bireylerin hayatini idame ettirebilmesi igin ihtiya¢ duyulan faktorlerden biri olmasi nedeniyle, bireylerin
ozellikle pandemi doneminde ihtiya¢c duyduklar: saglik hizmetlerinden gerekli durumlarda dogrudan cepten
ddeme yaparak faydalanabilmesi 6nemli bir avantajdir. Bununla birlikte yeterli 6deme giicii olmayan bireylerin
devlet kurumlar tarafindan desteklenmesi, olumlu bir giiven duygusunun olusmasina katki saglayabilir.
Calismada saglik hizmeti sunan kurum/kuruluslara gtiven diizeyinin orta diizeyde oldugu, kronik hastaligi
bulunan katihmcilarin saglik hizmeti veren kurum/kuruluslara giiven diizeyinin, hastalii olmayan
katilimcilardan diisiik bulundugu tespit edilmistir. Hastalarmn, hastanelerin krizlerle nasil basa c¢iktigini
yakindan izledigi, etik davranis ve sosyal sorumluluk temelinde verdikleri sozleri yerine getirmenin temelinde
gliven duygusunun gelistigi, bu nedenle pandemi doneminde hastanelerin hasta sadakatini korumak ve hastane
islevlerinin stirdiiriilebilirligini saglamak icin gitivenlik onlemlerinin, giivenlik protokollerinin ve bakim
kiltiirtintin zamaninda ve seffaf bir sekilde sunulmasima odaklanmasi gerektigi belirtilmistir (Cado, 2022: 2).
Ankara’da pandemi oncesi dénemde yiirtitiilen bir calismada, kronik hastalii bulunan bireylerin saglik
hizmetinin maliyetini karsilayan kisi/kuruma duyduklar1 giivene iliskin puan ortalamalari, kronik hastalig
bulunmayan katilimcilara kiyasla daha yiiksek bulunmustur (Usta, 2016: 29). Ermenistan’da pandemi
doneminde yapilan bir calismada, COVID-19 kaynakli semptomlara tedavi arama davrarnisi ile saghk sistemine
duyulan giiven arasinda pozitif yonlii bir iliskinin oldugu, saglik sistemine duyulan ytiksek gtivenin COVID-19
hastaliginin ilk belirtilerinin ortaya ¢ikmasi durumunda profesyonel tibbi yardim arama olasiligim artirdig:
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saptanmustir (Antinyan vd., 2021: 9). Makedonya Uskiip’te yer alan bir goz hastanesinde COVID-19 sirasinda en
iyi uygulamalar tizerine yiriitilen bir calismada, pandeminin baslangicinda ertelenmeden uygulanan ve
deneyimlere odaklanan bir acil durum planiyla hastanenin, hastalar tizerinde giiven duygusu olusturarak
memnun etmeyi basardig1 ve hastalarin %401 giiven duygusu sayesinde sadik hasta grubuna dahil ettigi tespit
edilmistir (Cado, 2020: 107). Avrupa tilkelerini kapsayan bir calismada, COVID-19 pandemi siirecinde genel
saglik durumunu kotii olarak algilayan bireylerin saghk hizmetleri sistemine duyulan daha diisiik giiven
seviyeleri ile anlaml1 bir sekilde iliskili oldugu gortilmustiir (Beller vd., 2022: 1). Saglik hizmetleri sistemlerine
duyulan giivenin, COVID-19 salgim sirasinda hareketliligi ve uyumlulugu nasil etkiledigi ile ilgili Avrupa’da
yer alan 38 {iilkenin 621 bolgesini kapsayan bir calismada, diistik saglik hizmetleri giiven diizeyine sahip
toplumlarin baslangicta evde kalma konusunda daha hizhi tepki gosterdigi, diger yandan, saglik sistemine
gtveni daha ytiksek olan bolgelerin, giiveni diisiitk olan bolgelere kiyasla, hiikiimetin vatandaslarina zorunlu
yolculuklar disinda evden ¢ikmamalarini zaruri kildigr durumlarda, hareketliligi azaltma olasiliginin daha
yiiksek oldugu gortilmiistiir (Chan vd., 2020: 1).

Calisma sonuglar1 pandemi gibi acil saglik durumlarina yonelik hazirliklarda giiven insa etmenin 6nemini
ortaya koymaktadir. Bu nedenle, pandemilerde saglik sisteminin isleyisini stirdiirmek amaciyla, halk saglig1 ve
kamu gitiveni acisindan ti¢ temel konunun ele alinmasi 6nerilmistir: Birincisi, karsilanmayan saglik ihtiyaci
olusumunun en aza indirilmesi, ikincisi genel saglik okuryazarlig1 diizeyinin artirilmasi, {ictinctisii ise tedavi
algoritmalarinin dikkatli bir sekilde planlanmasi ve uyarlanmasidir (Ivanyi vd., 2021). Karsilanmayan saglik
ihtiyaclari, daha ytiksek diizeyde zihinsel sikint1 ve ileri yas gibi tibbi acidan savunmasiz alt gruplar ile daha
yiiksek diizeyde yalnizlik ve mali zorluklar yasayan, sosyal ve ekonomik agidan savunmasiz gruplar1 daha
yiiksek diizeyde etkilemektedir. Bu savunmasiz alt gruplar COVID-19'a yakalanma ve COVID-19 ile ilgili
olumsuz sonugclar yasama konusunda daha risk altinda oldugu icin, bu gruplarda daha hedefe yonelik 6nleme
ve miidahale ¢abalar1 uygulanmalidir. Calisma sonuglarindan hareketle; pandemi dénemlerinde saglik sistemine
duyulan giiven diizeyinin bolgesel olarak olciilmesi ve o6zellikle diisiik giiven diizeyi tizerinde etkili olan
faktorlerin belirlenerek, bu alanlara yonelik politikalar gelistirilmesi 6nerilmektedir. Buna ek olarak Tiirkiye'de
farkli bolgelerde, farkli orneklem gruplari tizerinden daha genis kapsamli ¢alismalarin yapilmasi saglik
politikalarina yonelik ileri diizey ¢ikarimlarda bulunulmasina katki saglayabilir.
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The Future of Export-Based Growth Policies in the Turkish
Economy: An Econometric Simulation Approach
Ekonomisinde Ihracata Dayali Biiyiime Politikalarinin Gelecegi:
Bir Ekonometrik Simiilasyon Yaklasimi

Oz

Turkiye ekonomisinde 1960-1980 yillar1 arasinda uygulanan ithal ikameci sanayilesme
politikalarmin basarisiz olmasi, ekonomik biiytime icin ihracata dayalt politikalarin
benimsenmesine neden olmustur. 1980 yilinda ekonomi politikalarinda koklii dontistimler
yasanmustir. 1980 yilindan giintimiize stirdiiriilebilir ekonomik biiytime icin ihracata énemli
anlamlar ytiklenmistir. Bu nedenle calismada, 1987-2021 donemi yillik veri setleriyle ARDL sirur
testi yaklasimi kullanilarak Tiirkiye ekonomisinde ihracat ve ekonomik biiytime arasindaki uzun
ve kisa donem iliski incelenmis ve Tiirkiye 2022-2032 donemi kisi bast GSYH rakamlar:
ekonometrik simiilasyon yontemiyle ongoriilmiistiir. ARDL modeli tahmin sonuclarinda
ihracatin kisa ve uzun donemde ekonomik biiyiime tizerinde istatistiki olarak anlaml ve pozitif
etkili oldugu gortilmiistiir. Yapilan 6ngorii analizinde, kisi bast GSYH nin 2032 yilinda baz ihracat
senaryosunda 20990$, diisiik ihracat senaryosunda 17327% ve yiiksek ihracat senaryosunda ise
yaklagik iki katina ¢ikarak 25157% olabilecegi tespit edilmistir. Elde edilen bu sonuglar Tiirkiye
ekonomisinde gelecek on yilda kisi bast GSYH'nin yaklasik iki katina ¢ikmasinin miimkiin
olabilecegini ancak bu rakamlara ulasilabilmesi icin ihracatin yillik ortalama %13.86 kadar
arttiracak politika bilesenlerine ihtiya¢ duyuldugunu gostermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: fhracat, Ekonomik Biiytime, Tahmin ve Simiilasyon Teknigi

Abstract

The failure of the import substitution industrialization policies implemented in the Turkish
economy between 1960 and 1980 led to the adopting of export-oriented policies for economic
growth. In 1980, radical transformations were experienced in economic policies. Since 1980,
exports have been attributed important meanings for sustainable economic growth. Therefore, this
study analyzes the long-run and short-run relationship between exports and economic growth in
the Turkish economy by using the ARDL bounds test approach with annual data sets for the
period 1987-2021 and forecasts Turkey's GDP per capita for the period 2022-2032 by econometric
simulation method. The ARDL model estimation results show that exports have a statistically
significant and positive effect on economic growth in the short and long run. According to the
forecast analysis, it has been determined that the per capita GDP in 2032 will be $20990 in the base
export scenario, $17327 in the low-export scenario, and nearly double to $25157 in the high-export
scenario. These results show that it is possible for the GDP per capita to nearly double in the next
ten years in the Turkish economy. Still, policy components are needed to increase exports by an
average of 13.86% annually to reach these figures.

Keywords: Export, Economic Growth, Forecasting and Simulation Technique
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Introduction

One of the main objectives of economic policies is realizing sustainable economic growth. This primary purpose
ascribes important meanings to economic growth and concepts related to economic growth. Economic growth is
defined in its simplest form as production increases or increase in production possibilities, and there are different
indicators that represent economic growth. Economic growth is usually represented by increases in Real Gross
Domestic Product (RGDP) or Real Gross National Product (RGNP) or real GDP per capita. Examining economic
growth in terms of real GDP per capita, which also considers the changes in a country's total population, expresses
the increases in per capita income in a country's economic activities. These increases must be continuous for real
income increases per capita to be considered as growth. (Kibritcioglu and Dibooglu, 2001: 1; Kaynak, 2011: 1;
Aktas, Erding, Guinsoy, Giuinsoy and Taban, 2013: 17). The main problem of economies that want to ensure this
continuity is how they can achieve sustainable economic growth. The export-led growth hypothesis is accepted as
one of the answers to this fundamental question (Jordaan and Eita, 2009: 2). An export-based growth strategy
emphasizes the role of exports in stimulating economic growth (Balassa, 1985: 32; Jordaan and Eita, 2009: 2). The
export-led growth hypothesis argues that the growth of national economies is not only due to labour and capital
but also that increased exports increase economic growth (Sulaiman and Saad, 2009:218). Because the increase in
exports leads to economic growth by directing resources from inefficient sectors to the export sector and
contributing to the effective and efficient use of resources (Tastan, 2010: 88). Economies encouraging exports by
paying attention to these effects have achieved significant success. Several countries in Asia (South Korea, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, and recently China and India) have followed this path to achieve
impressive economic growth since the 1960s (Tang, Lai, & Oztiirk, 2015: 229). The successful results of export-
oriented growth policies in these countries have brought the relationship between exports and economic growth
to the agenda in the Turkish economy as well. The first serious step towards export-led economic growth in the
Turkish economy coincides with January 24, 1980, known as the “January 24 Decision”. It is possible to say that
some economic events were influential in the adoption of export-oriented growth policies in Turkey. These are the
unsuccessful import-substitution industrialization policies implemented between 1960 and 1980, the successes
achieved by the countries that followed the export-based growth policy, and the unsustainable increase in the
current account deficit due to the oil crisis in 1974. In addition, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT), to which Turkey is a party, and the International Monetary Fund (IMF)’s guidance on the liberalization
of foreign trade led to the adoption of export-led growth policies in the Turkish economy. This transformation in
the Turkish economy emphasizes the importance of exports for economic growth. For this reason, in this study,
an export-based per capita economic growth forecast was made from 2022 to 2032 in the Turkish economy.

In the second part of the study, the export-oriented growth policies in the Turkish economy are examined
historically. The second part includes the theoretical infrastructure of the export-oriented growth policies and the
empirical literature research specific to the Turkish economy. The third part introduces the data set and the model
created for the research problem, and the methods used in the analysis are explained. In the fourth part, the
findings regarding the relationship between exports and growth covering the period of 1987-2021 and the per
capita growth forecast results based on exports for the period of 2022-2032, and in the last part, the findings are
interpreted, and suggestions for sustainable economic growth are given.

Export-Led Growth in the Turkish Economy: A Historical Perspective

With the decisions of January 24, 1980, in Turkey; foreign competitiveness has been tried to be achieved with a
series of reforms that provide a free exchange rate regime, import liberalization, export incentives and facilitating
foreign capital inflows (Ozbey, 2000: 81; Taban and Aktar, 2008: 1536; Yeldan, 2008: 25). These reforms contributed
to gaining the trust of international creditor institutions such as the IMF and the World Bank and facilitated access
to the financial resources needed to get out of the economic bottleneck (Taban and Aktar, 2008: 1536). In addition,
in this period, the Turkish economy was opened to foreign markets and the period 1980-1983 was the beginning
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years of this transformation (Yeldan, 2008: 25). Initially, with the promotion of exports and liberalization of
imports, the volume of foreign trade increased, and economic growth was also positively affected (Catalbas, 2022:
18). With the liberalization of capital movements in 1989, the economy gained a completely open structure in 1990
(Kurt and Terzi, 2007: 25; Yeldan, 2008: 25). However, this situation increased the foreign trade deficit by nearly
100% in the following years (Catalbas, 2022: 18). The recession in the world economy at the beginning of 1990 and
the reasons such as the “Gulf Crisis” affected the economy negatively. As a result, a significant economic crisis
occurred in 1994 (Giil and Ekinci, 2006: 166; Aygiin, 2020: 648). After this crisis, an economic stabilization program
called the “April 5 Decisions” was prepared. The high-rate devaluation implemented with this stabilization
program has increased competitiveness and ensured the increase of exports. However, the slowdown in world
trade in 1996, the 1998 Asian Crisis, the earthquake in the Marmara Region in 1999 and the February 2001 crisis
caused a decrease in Turkey's exports (Aygtin, 2020: 647-653). These economic events adversely affected the stable
economic growth of the Turkish economy until 2002. For this reason, in 2001, the “Transition to a Strong Economy
Programme”, which includes structural economic reforms, was implemented to ensure sustainable economic
growth and eliminate economic instability. Positive developments were experienced in the economy in the 2002-
2006 period with this program (Sahin, 2014: 125). The export volume, which was 2 billion dollars in 1980, increased
to 100 billion dollars in 2007 (Taban and Aktar, 2008: 1536). This positive picture continued until the Global
Economic Crisis in the world economy in 2008. The global crisis experienced in 2008 caused contractions in the
Turkish economy and a decrease in exports. The fluctuations in the exchange rate from 2009 to 2020, especially the
global Covid-19 pandemic that occurred in 2020, negatively affected exports and economic growth. The adverse
effects of the pandemic on the economy decreased in 2021, and despite the shrinking strong economies, the Turkish
economy reached high growth and export figures. The Turkish economy's export-economic growth adventure can
be better understood from Figure 1, which shows the economic growth and export growth rate.

Figure 1. Economic Growth and Export Growth Rates in the Turkish Economy (1988-2021)
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Source: It was created by the authors using the World Bank data

Today, where the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic continue, many countries experience negative growth and seek
answers to economic problems such as inflation and unemployment. With the effect of the pandemic, problems
such as disruptions in the supply chain and food supply security increase the importance of the concept of the
export day by day. As can be seen from Figure 1, it is understood that the changes in exports and economic growth
followed a similar course in the Turkish economy, except for exceptional years (1994-2012-2013). This situation
emphasizes the importance of the export concept and the export-led growth hypothesis for sustainable economic
growth in the Turkish economy.

Motivation of Research and Literature Review

ETUSBED- Sayi 17- DOI: 10.29157/etusbed.1265732



42

The effectiveness of foreign trade in economic growth goes back to the classical economic theories of A. Smith and
D. Ricardo (Sulaiman and Saad, 2009: 217). The importance attributed to foreign trade, starting from the classical
school, has inspired many studies in the recent past, and different aspects of exports on economic growth have
been emphasized in the studies. Some of these studies emphasise that countries that export most of their output
grow faster than other countries (Krueger, 1978; Bhagwati, 1988; Giles and Williams, 2000). Some authors argue
that exports increase productivity through increased competition (Balassa, 1978), and productivity increases allow
economies of scale and facilitate cost advantage (Helpman and Krugman, 1985), and the diffusion of technical
knowledge through learning by doing (Grossman and Helpman, 1991; Rivera-Batiz and Romer, 1991; Young,
1991) claims to make it easier. In addition, an increase in exports may loosen the foreign exchange constraint,
increasing output growth by facilitating input imports to meet domestic demand (McKinnon, 1964; Balassa, 1978;
Giles and Williams, 2000). The idea that increases in exports can reduce the balance of payments deficits and
improve employment opportunities by increasing foreign exchange reserves (Jordaan and Eita, 2009) highlights
exports as a policy tool. The economic effects of exports are not limited to these. Export increases competition. Idle
resources that are not in demand or low in demand in the domestic market are mobilized by exporting (Panas and
Vamvoukas, 2002; Narayan and Smyth, 2004). Companies that open up to foreign markets thanks to exports can
benefit from the opportunities of international trade by division of labor and cooperation with international
companies (Rivera-Batiz and Romer, 1991; Barro and Sala-i-Martin, 1995). The multifaceted effects of exports on
economic growth have also attracted the attention of researchers. This relationship has guided the studies on the
Turkish economy. Studies conducted to test this relationship in the Turkish economy are summarized in Table 1.

Author(s)/ Year Period T‘he rt.ela’aonshlp lfel'ween X-Y, and the
direction of causality
Cakmak and Temurlenk (1995) 1968-1993 XY
Ozmen, Ozer andTiirkyilmaz (1999) 1983-1997 X—Y
Ay, Erdogan and Mucuk (2003) 1969-2002 Xe—Y
1950-2000, Long-run relationship,
Saatcioglu and Karaca (2004) 1950-1980, Y—> X (1950-2020 period)
1981-2000 X—>Y (1981-2000 period)
Demirhan (2005) 1990:Q1-2004:Q3 X—Y
Y—>X (5% significance level)
Erdogan (2006) 1923-2004
X<—Y (10% significance level)
Ozer and Erdogan (2006) 1986-2006 X—Y
Yaprakli (2007) 1970-2005 Total and industrial exports X—>Y
Kurt and Berber (2008) 1989:Q1-2003:Q3 X—Y
Bilgin and Sahbaz (2009) 1987-2007 X—Y
Takim (2010) 1975-2008 XY
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Long-run relationship,

Temiz and Gokmen (2010) 1965-2009

Y—X
Ceviker and Tas (2011) 1962-2008 Y—X
Sandalcilar (2012) 1987-2007 X—Y

Ozcan and Ozgelebi (2013)

2005:M1-2011:M11

In the long run, X affects Y positively.

Korkmaz (2014)

1998:Q1-2013:Q3

X—Y

Kiiciikaksoy, Cifci and Ozbek (2015)

2003:1Q-2015:Q1

Long-run relationship,

Xe—=Y

Long-run relationship,

Hiiseyni and Cakmak (2016) 1980-2010

X—Y
Pata (2017) 1971-2014 X—Y
Aytag (2017) 2001-2016 Y—X

Dura Beser and Acaroglu (2017)

1992:Q1-2014:Q4

There is a non-linear causality
relationship from X to Y.

Long-run relationship,

Izgi and Yilmaz (2018) 1992-2016
X—Y
X—>Y (bef d after the 2008 global
Akcan and Metin (2018) 2000:Q1-2017:Q2 (before and after the 2008 globa
economic crisis)
A significant relationship was found
Yenisu (2019) 1980-2016 between X and Y both in the short term
and in the long.
Y—> X (in the short-term)
Konak (2020) 1991-2018
X<—Y (in the long-term)
Adigtizel (2020) 1971-2019 Xe—Y
It has been found that export growth
Aygtin (2020) 1988:Q1-2019:Q4 always has a positive but relatively less

effect on economic growth.

Y1lgor, Karahan and Ondes (2021)

2002:Q1-2018:Q4

Long-run relationship,

X—Y
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Long-run relationship,
Giiven (2021) 1980-2020
X—>Y
Long-run relationship,
Karakas and Dogan (2021) 1996-2019
X—>Y
Baktemur (2021) 2003:Q1-2020:Q3 X—Y
Karakus and Ozen Atabey (2021) 1988-2019 Y—X
It has been found that X has a significant
talbas (2022 1980-2020
Catalbas ( ) effect on Y in the long run, and X—>Y.
Celik (2022) 1989-2020 Long-run relationship

Note: Created by the authors. ( X: Export, Y: Economic Growth, )

In Table 1, it is understood that most studies conducted specifically for the Turkish economy to determine the
relationship between exports and economic growth are cointegration and causality studies. It has been determined
that there is a one-way causality relationship from exports to economic growth in most of the studies in which
causality tests are preferred as the analysis method. In the cointegration tests, on the other hand, it was determined
that there is a long-term relationship between exports and economic growth. In other words, the results supporting
the conclusion that the export-led growth hypothesis is valid for the Turkish economy, in general, have been
reached. There are also studies that provide evidence for a bidirectional causal relationship or the absence of any
causality or relationship, albeit a small number. These results in the literature arouse curiosity about the future of
the export-led growth hypothesis for the Turkish economy. Since the studies in the literature were made to test
the relationship in the current period, the efficiency of the export-led growth hypothesis for the Turkish economy
in future periods was not emphasized. This gap in the literature reveals the primary purpose and originality of
the study

Data Set, Model and Method

In the study, the long and short-term relationships between exports and economic growth for the Turkish economy
were examined using the 1987-2021 annual data. The data set starts from 1987 due to the availability of data and
the adoption of export-oriented growth policies in the Turkish economy in the post-1980 period. In addition, in
line with the study's primary purpose, an export-based economic growth forecast for the 2022-2032 period was
made using the econometric simulation approach. The variables with natural logarithms used in the model created
for this purpose and the explanations for these variables are given in Table 2.

Table 2. Variables Used in the Study and Their Explanations

Variables Abbreviations Explanations Source
Economic .
Growth InY GDP per capita (constant 2015 USD)
Total exports of goods and services (fixed
Export InX
PO B 2015 USD) World Bank
Total imports of goods and services
Tmports InM (constant 2015 USD)
Capital InK Gross capital formation (% of GDP)
Labor InL Persons employed (thousand) The ~ Conference  Board

Website
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Following the pioneering studies in the literature on the subject, the effect of exports on economic growth was
analyzed within the framework of a simple production function model that treats exports as a production input.
The Cobb-Douglas type production function, in which exports are treated as a production input, is simply shown
as Y = (L, K,X) (Balassa, 1978; Tyler, 1981; Feder, 1983; Ram, 1985). Here Y represents the level of output, L
represents labor, K represents capital, and X represents exports. The import variable was added to the research
model inspired by the Cobb-Douglas type production function, taking into account the dependence of exports on
imports in the Turkish economy. The established full logarithmic model is shown in Equation 1.

InY = By + ByInX + BoInM + B3InK + ByInL + ¢ 1)

In the established model, InY is the dependent variable, InX is the independent variable, and InM, InK and InL are
the control variables. In time series analysis, the variables must be stationary. Therefore, whether the variables are
stationary or not was examined with Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) and Phillips Perron (PP) unit root tests.

These two tests are widely used unit root tests that do not consider structural breaks. If stationarity is obtained in
unit root tests that do not take into account structural breaks in the determination of stationarity, unit root tests
with structural breaks may not be used (Mert and Caglar, 2019: 97; Coskun and Eygti, 2020: 237).

In the study, the Autoregressive Distributed Lag (ARDL) Bounds Test approach was used to test the cointegration
relationship between the variables. Narayan and Narayan (2006) revealed in their study that the ARDL bounds
test can be used in the analysis of series at different stationarity levels and gives more robust results in small
samples than other cointegration tests. In this study, ARDL bounds test approach is used since the time series
consists of 35 years and the dependent variable is I(1). The ARDL(m,n,p,q) model to which the variables used are
adapted is shown in Equation 2:

AlnY, = By + X2 Vi AnY,_; + XL, Vo AlnX,_; + X1, v3iAlnM,_; + 2?21 YaiAInK,_; + 2?21 YsiblnL,_; + 61InY;_; +
Findings

To avoid the spurious regression problem in time series analysis, it is necessary to determine the stationarity levels
of the variables and to perform analyzes with stationary variables. If the variables are not stationary at the level
(I(0)) or the first difference (I(1)), the stationarity decision cannot be made because the table values cannot be

calculated. Therefore, firstly, the stationarity levels of the variables were tested with ADF and PP Unit Root tests,
and the test results are shown in Table 3.
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Table 3. Unit Root Test Results

ADF Unit Root Test Results
At The Level At First Difference
C tant d
Constant ons a.m %1 Constant Constant and Trending
Trending
1.7224 -2.5860 -6.2747 -7.7764
InY
(0.9995) (0.2885) (0.0000)* (0.0000)*
-3.5391 -1.7208 -6.4992 -6.8087
InX
(0.0128)** (0.7199) (0.0000)* (0.0000)*
-1.5947 -1.5936 -7.4669 -13.7923
InM
(0.4743) (0.7745) (0.0000)* (0.0000)*
-2.5696 -3.9963 -9.4249 -9.9016
InK
(0.1090) (0.0184)** (0.0000)* (0.0000)*
0.0704 -1.6302 -5.2207 -5.1482
InL
(0.9586) (0.7596) (0.0001)* (0.0011)*
PP Test Results
At The Level At First Difference
Constant Conste.mt and Constant Constant and Trending
Trending
0.5242 -2.5606 -5.9869 -6.0335
InY
(0.9851) (0.2993) (0.0000)* (0.0001)*
-1.3205 -1.8314 -6.4696 -6.4980
InX
(0.6087) (0.6672) (0.0000)* (0.0000)*
-1.4879 -1.8890 -7.4139 -5.0459
InM
(0.5276) (0.6382) (0.0000)* (0.0018)*
-2.5999 -4.0210 -8.8115 -8.7936
InK
(0.1028) (0.0174)** (0.0000)* (0.0000)*
0.0704 -1.5914 -5.2207 -5.1482
InL
(0.9586) (0.7754) (0.0001)* (0.0011)*

Note: *,** Significant at 1 and 5 percent levels, respectively

When the unit root test results in Table 3 are examined, it is seen that all variables are stationary at the first
difference at the 1% significance level. The maximum stationarity degree of the variables being “1” means that the
ARDL model can be used. The ARDL bounds test should be started by determining the most appropriate lag
length. Considering that the data set used in the study is 35 years old, a suitable model was sought up to a
maximum of 2 lags. In line with the Akaike selection criteria, the appropriate model was determined as
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ARDL(2,2,1,0,0). It was tested whether the estimated ARDL model provided autocorrelation, heteroscedasticity,
and normality assumptions and whether the mathematical structure was chosen correctly, and the results are

given in Table 4.

Table 4. Assumption Results for the Selected Model

Model: ARDL(2,2,1,0,0)

Adjusted R? 0.998120

F-Statistic 1888.704 (0.0000)
Durbin-Watson statistics 2.082318
Assumption Test Results

Breusch-Godfrey LM Test 0.183895 (0.8333)
White Test 0.232529 (0.9859)
Jarque-Bera Test 1.854750 (0.395591)
Ramsey Reset Test 2.213834 (0.1510)

Note: Values in parentheses are probabilities calculated for test statistics.

As can be seen from Table 4, the fact that the F-Statistical value is “1888.704” and the probability value is less than
the significance level of 1% means that the model as a whole is significant. In addition, as a result of the Breusch-
Godfrey LM test, it is seen that there is no autocorrelation problem in the model, as a result of the White test, the

model does not contain a changing variance problem, and as a result of the Jarque-Bera test, the errors are
distributed normally. In the testing of the mathematical pattern of the model, the Ramsey Reset test was used and
it was determined that the research model was selected correctly as a result of the test. Cusum and CusumSQ tests
were performed to determine whether the model coefficients behaved stably in the long term, and the test results

are shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2. Cusum and CusumSQ Graphics
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When Figure 2 is examined, it is seen that the curves remain within limits, and therefore, the model coefficients
are stable in the long term. It has been determined as a result of the tests that the selected ARDL(2,2,1,0,0) model
does not contain hypothetical problems. In this case, the ARDL(2,2,1,0,0) model was used to determine the
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cointegration relationship, and the ARDL bounds test results are given in Table 5.

Table 5. ARDL Bounds Test Result

F Bounds Test

k F-Statistic Significance level 1(0) I(1)
10% 2.696 3.898

4 9,538280 5% 3.276 4.63
1% 4.59 6.368

As can be seen from Table 5, the F statistical value is greater than the upper limit value, and it is understood that

the variables are cointegrated. If there is a cointegration relationship between the variables, long-term and short-

term coefficients can be calculated. The calculated long-term coefficients are shown in Table 6.

Table 6. Long-Term Test Results

Variable Coefficient Standard Error t statistic Probability
InX 0.392542 0.161663 2.428151 0.0234**
InM -0.189299 0.144933 -1.306111 0.2044

InK 0.709396 0.167486 4.235550 0.0003*

InL 0.648916 0.168746 3.845518 0.0008*

Note: *,** Significant at 1 and 5 percent levels, respectively

When the long-run coefficients in Table 6 are analyzed, the export variable's coefficient is statistically significant
at the 5% significance level, and the coefficients of the capital and labor variables are statistically significant at the
1% significance level. When the coefficients are examined, it is understood that a 1% increase in exports in the long
term will increase economic growth by about 0.39%, a 1% increase in capital will increase economic growth by
about 0.71%, and a 1% increase in the labor force will increase economic growth by about 0.65%. It has been
determined that imports do not have a significant effect on economic growth in the long run.

In the case of a long-term relationship, it is necessary to test whether the deviations from the short-term
equilibrium that have occurred have come to equilibrium in the long term by establishing an error correction
model. For this purpose, the ARDL error correction model was estimated, and the estimation results are given in
Table 7.
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Table 7. Short-Term Test Results

Variable Coefficient Standard Error t statistic Probability
C -1.298776 0.174800 -7.430071 0.0000*
D(InY(-1)) 0.135961 0.061338 2.216598 0.0368**
D(InX) 0.155415 0.030022 5.176635 0.0000*
D(InX(-1)) -0.101717 0.032086 -3.170147 0.0043*
D(InM) 0.138765 0.023364 5.939395 0.0000*
ECT(-1) -0.264730 0.035381 -7.482350 0.0000*

Note: *,** Significant at 1 and 5 percent levels, respectively

Table 7 shows that the error correction coefficient obtained from the error correction model is -0.264730, and the
probability value is less than the 1% significance level. The fact that the error correction coefficient is negative and
significant means that the deviations occurring in the long-term equilibrium will come back to equilibrium. The
error correction coefficient calculated as ECT(-1)=-0.264730 from the unconstrained error correction model shows
that approximately 26% of these deviations will stabilize in the next period, that is, one year later. In other words,
it can be said that an imbalance that may occur will return to balance after about 4 years.

The error correction model also includes the short-run coefficients. When the coefficients are examined, it is seen
that exports, imports, and the previous period of economic growth are positive and statistically significant on
economic growth in the short term. In the short run, a 1% increase in exports increases economic growth by 0.16%,
and a 1% increase in imports increases economic growth by 0.14%. It is observed that the previous period of
exports negatively affected economic growth, but the deviation from this equilibrium in the short term turned into
a positive effect by coming to equilibrium in the long term, considering that the established error correction
coefficient is also negative and significant.

In the econometric simulation phase, it is first necessary to determine the model's forecasting performance. At this
stage, the Theil inequality coefficient or MAPE (mean absolute percent error) criterion is often considered. A Theil
inequality coefficient close to 0 indicates the model has good predictive power. According to Lewis (1982), a MAPE
coefficient less than 10 is interpreted as "highly accurate forecasting", between 10-20 as "good forecasting", between
20-50 as "reasonable forecasting", and greater than 50 as "inaccurate forecasting" (Sogukpmar et al., 2023). To
demonstrate the forecasting power of the ARDL model for the future, forecasts were made for the period 1980-
2021, and the actual and forecasted economic growth values are in Figure 3, and Theil and MAPE values are shown
in Table 8.
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Figure 3. Real and Estimated Values of Economic Growth
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Table 8. Theil and MAPE values
Theil Inequality Coefficient 0.000785

MAPE(Mean Absolute Percent Error) 1.131896

In Figure 3, InY represents the actual economic growth values, and InYF represents the economic growth values
obtained due to dynamic forecasting. As shown in Figure 3, the forecast values do not deviate too much from the
actual values, meaning that the forecast model can be used for forecasting. Moreover, Theil and MAPE values
indicate the model has good predictive power.

While estimating how economic growth will follow in the future for the Turkish economy, three different export
scenarios were created, namely low, base, and high, and future GDP per capita figures were estimated for each
export scenario. When creating scenarios, if there is an officially set target or announced rates of increase, scenarios
can be determined according to these rates (Sogukpinar et al., 2023). However, if there is no such data, scenarios
can be created within the framework of economic theory by calculating periodic rates of increase. While creating
the 2022-2032 scenarios, annual increase rates were calculated for different scenarios first. For the base export
scenario, the average annual growth rate between 1987 and 2021 is calculated as (approximately 7.7%), accepted
as the annual growth rate for 2022 and beyond. While determining the annual increase rate for low and high export
scenarios, the median of the increase rates was taken as a basis. The average of the annual increase rates less than
the median value (about 1.5%) is accepted as the low scenario increase rate, and the average of the annual increase
rates greater than the median value (approximately 13.86%) is the high scenario increase rate. Different scenarios
were not created for the import, capital, and labor variables included in the model as control variables. For the
period 1987-2021, the average annual growth rates of imports, capital, and labor force are calculated as 7.67% for
imports, 1.34% for capital, and 1.87% for labor force, and these rates are accepted as the growth rates after 2022.

In line with these three different export scenarios (base, low and high), Turkey's future GDP per capita figures are
forecasted. The forecast results for the 2022-2032 period are shown in Table 9.
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Table 9. Forecast Estimation Results

Year Base Scenario Low Scenario High Scenario
2022 13860.35804 13734.04358 13980.71012
2023 14584.07761 14334.50196 14823.75367
2024 15300.06624 14859.76543 1572783747
2025 15996.85208 15298.74846 16685.33103
2026 16682.75325 15671,14143 17697.95582
2027 17367.44252 15996.8775 18769.3812
2028 18058.76819 16291.2024 19903,70029
2029 18762.68269 16564.96898 21105.15765
2030 19483.67712 16825.71487 22378.1342
2031 20225.19808 17078.62427 23727.17922
2032 20989.96639 17327.24829 25157.04595

The forecast results given in Table 9 show the per capita GDP projections for future periods with different export
scenarios. GDP per capita in Turkey in 2021 is 13250$. According to the base export scenario, GDP per capita in
2022 is expected to be $ 13860, $ 13734 according to the low export scenario, and $ 13980 according to the high
export scenario. In 2032, GDP per capita will increase by about 58% to $ 20990 according to the base export scenario
and by about 31% to $ 17327 according to the low export scenario. When the per capita GDP figures are analyzed
by the high export scenario, the GDP per capita in 2032 will increase by 89% to $25157. These results indicate that
it is not an imaginary goal for GDP per capita to rise much higher than its current value.

Conclusion and Policy Implications

In the Turkish economy, the real GDP per capita was about $2,500 in the 1960s and about $4,000 in 1980. Although
there were improvements in GDP per capita during the period of 1960-1980, when import-substitution growth
policies were implemented, the desired levels could not be reached. To find solutions to chronic economic
problems and to direct sustainable economic growth, export-based growth policies were adopted with the
decisions of January 24, 1980, and exports played an essential role in the economic growth process. For this reason,
in the study, the long and short-term relationship between exports and per capita economic growth in the Turkish
economy was examined with the annual data for the 1987-2021 period, and GDP per capita for 2022-2032 was
forecasted by simulation method.

In the study, firstly, the stationarity of all variables was examined, and it was determined that the variables were
stationary at the first difference. Due to the fact that the study period was not very long, the ARDL bounds test
was used to determine the cointegration relationship in order to obtain more robust results. As a result of the
cointegration test, it was concluded that the variables are cointegrated, that is, they act together in the long run. In
the next step, the long-term and short-term coefficients are examined. In the long run, a 1% increase in exports
increases economic growth by approximately 0.39%, a 1% increase in capital increases growth by approximately
0.71%, and a 1% increase in the labor force increases growth by approximately 0.65%. It has been determined that
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imports do not significantly affect economic growth in the long run. In the short run, a 1% increase in exports
increases economic growth by 0.16%, and a 1% increase in imports increases economic growth by 0.14%. It has
been observed that the previous period of exports had a negative impact on economic growth per capita, but the
deviation from this balance in the short term turned into a positive effect by reaching the balance in the long term,
considering that the error correction coefficient.

To determine the predictive power of the forecasting model before forecasting the next decade of economic
growth, the actual and forecast results for the period 1987-2021 were compared using the graphical method. It was
observed that the estimated values did not show significant deviations from the actual values. To forecast the
future course of economic growth, three different export scenarios were created, and GDP per capita figures were
forecast by these scenarios. According to the forecast results, it is understood that GDP per capita in 2022 maybe
$13.660 according to the base export scenario, $13.734 according to the low export scenario, and $ 13.980 according
to the high export scenario. In 2032, according to the low export scenario, GDP per capita may increase to about $
17.327, according to the base export scenario to about $ 20.990, and according to the high export scenario, to about
$25.157.

These findings suggest that it may be possible for per capita income in the Turkish economy to nearly double
shortly. Achieving the forecasted annual growth rates of exports in the base and high scenario would raise per
capita income to $20,000-25,000. This projection in per capita income emphasizes the importance of exports and
export-related sectors. It shows that export-led economic growth is an important policy component for the Turkish
economy and can contribute to sustainable economic growth. These results have some policy implications. Exports
and export-related sectors should be developed, and the production and export of products that can gain a
competitive advantage in international markets should be encouraged. This is because strong and sustainable
economic growth is only possible by increasing the export potential of products with high added value, produced
with advanced technologies, and providing a competitive advantage. Finally, to reduce the import dependency
on exports, which is one of the chronic problems of the Turkish economy, encouraging industries with domestic
raw materials and allocating more share to R&D and innovation investments are expected to reduce this
dependency.
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Ogretmenlerin Is Tiikenmisligi ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik
Diizeylerinin Isgoren Performanslar1 Uzerine Etkisinin
Incelenmesi

Investigation of the Effect of Teachers' Job Burnout and
Professional Burnout Levels on Employee Performance

Oz

Bu calismada, 6gretmenlerin is tiikenmislik ve mesleki titkenmislik diizeylerinin performanslar:
tizerine etkilerinin 6lctilmesi hedeflenmis olup, nicel arastirma yontemlerinden iliskisel tarama
modeli kullanilmistir. Arastirma verileri i¢in hazirlanan anketler, Ankara ilindeki kamu ve 6zel
egitim kurumlarinda gorev yapan 525 6gretmene kolayda drnekleme yontemi ile e- posta yoluyla
gonderilmistir. Gonderilen anketlerden, 409 anketin geri doniisii gerceklesmistir. Arastirmanin
orneklemini ankete cevap veren 409 ogretmen olusturmaktadir. Arastirmada Kog, Arslan ve
Topaloglu tarafindan gelistirilen is titkenmisligi ve meslek titkenmisligini 6lcen Gazi Titkenmislik
Envanteri, Kirkman ve Rosen tarafindan gelistirilen ve Col tarafindan Tiirkceye cevrilen 4 sorudan
olusan isgoren performansi 6lgegi kullanilmistir. Anket sonuglarinin degerlendirilmesinde sosyal
bilimlerde yaygin olarak kullanilan SPSS.27 (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) istatistik
bilgisayar yazilim programi kullanilmis olup, arastirmanin hipotezlerini test etmek amaciyla da
SPSS.27 istatistiksel paket programinda Frekans, Ortalama, Pearson Korelasyonu, Regresyon ve
T-testi gibi istatistiksel analizler yapilmustir. Arastirmanin sonucunda, ogretmenlerin is
tiikenmisligi ve mesleki titkenmislik diizeyleri ile isgtren performansi arasinda dikkate deger bir
iliski bulunmustur. Arastirmaya katilan ¢rneklem grubunun is tiikenmislik diizeyinin isgéren
performansi tizerine %327lik bir etkisi oldugu, mesleki tiikenmislik diizeyinin ise, isgéren
performansi tizerine etkisinin %35 lik bir seviyede oldugu arastirma sonucunda gorulmiuistiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Mesleki Tiikenmislik, Is Tiikkenmisligi, Isgoren Performansi

Abstract

In this study, it was aimed to measure the effects of teachers' job burnout and occupational
burnout levels on their performance and relational screening model was used from quantitative
research methods. The questionnaires were sent to 525 teachers working in public and private
educational institutions in Ankara via e-mail with convenience sampling method. The sample
consists of 409 teachers who responded to the survey. “Gazi Burnout Inventory” developed by
Kog, Arslan and Topaloglu and “Employee Performance Scale” developed by Kirkman and Rosen
and translated by Col were used in the study. The questionnaire consists of three parts:
demographic characteristics, job burnout and occupational burnout scale and job performance
evaluation scale. SPSS.27 (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) statistical computer software
program, which is widely used in social sciences, was used in the evaluation of the survey results
and statistical analyzes such as Frequency, Average, Pearson Correlation, Regression and T-test
were performed in SPSS.27 statistical package program in order to test the hypotheses of the
research. As a result of the research, a remarkable relationship was found between teacher’s job
burnout and occupational burnout levels and employee performance, and also, it was seen that
the job burnout level of the sample group participating in the research had a 32% effect on
employee performance and the occupational burnout level had a 35% effect on employee
performance.

Keywords: Occupational Burnout, Job Burnout, Employee Performance
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Giris
Meslek, orgtin bir egitim ve 6gretim donemi sonucunda kazanilan unvandir (Kog, Arslan ve Topaloglu, 2009: 152),

is ise bireylerin karsiliginda maddi kazang elde ettikleri fiziksel ve diistinsel ¢aba olarak ifade edilmektedir. Bu
durumda kisilerin herhangi bir nedenle meslekleri olmayan bir iste calismalar1 mtimkiindir.

Tiikenmiglik sendromu her tiirlii meslek ve is ortaminda oldukgca yaygin olarak goriilmektedir. Ozellikle yogun
bicimde insan iliskisi gerektiren meslek calisanlar1 bu sendromu yasamaktadir. Ik defa 1974 yilinda Alman

Iz

psikolog Herbert Freudenberger tarafindan “yorgunluk, enerji ve gilic azalmasi, basarisizlik, igsel kaynakl
karsilanamayan beklentiler sonucu ortaya ¢ikan tiikenme durumu” olarak tanimlanan bu sendromu (Bebitoglu,
2023: 263), Diinya Saglik Orgiitii “basariyla yonetilemeyen kronik is yeri stresi” ve “mesleki deformasyon”

seklinde nitelendirmistir (Ozisik, 2019: 2).

Tukenmislik sendromu calisanlarda duyarsizlasma, duygusal tiikenis ve basarisizlik duygusu olarak ortaya
¢ikmaktadir (Dogan ve Kir, 2018: 4). Duygusal tiikkenme bireyde zihinsel ve fiziksel yorgunluk, duygusal enerjide
azalma olarak kendini gostermektedir (Leiter ve Schaufeli, 1996: 230). Duyarsizlasma kisiler arasi iliskilerde s6z
konusu olmaktadir, duygusal tiitkenmislik yasayan bireyler ¢evrelerine, meslekdaslarina ve miisterilere ilgisiz
tutum ve davranislar sergilemekte, insan iliskilerine mesafe koymakta ve bdylece stresle bas etmeye calismaktadir
(Tutcu, 2020: 717). Bu nedenle baskalarina karst olumsuz, soguk, alayci tutumlar ve yabancilasma ortaya
¢ikmaktadir. Kisisel basar1 duygusunda azalma ise, kisisel yeteneklerden stipheye diisme, mesleki basarisizlik ve
yetersizlik hissi seklinde kendini gostermektedir (Geuens, Van Bogaert ve Franck, 2017: 4623). Is etkinliginde ve
problem ¢ozme kapasitesinde, yeterlilik ve 6z saygida eksiklik olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir (Wilczek-Ruzyczka ve
Jableka, 2013: 241).

Orgiitsel hedeflere katki saglayan galisan davraniglarinin biitiinii is performanst olarak nitelendirilir. Performans,
yeteneklerle motivasyonun bir kombinasyonudur. (Jaffery ve Farooq, 2015: 277). Basa ¢ikilamayan is stresi,
calisanin performansini negatif yonde etkilemekte, rgiitsel baglilig1 azaltmakta, bu nedenle de titkenmislik ortaya
cikmaktadir. (Ashill ve Rod, 2011: 1118). Is titkkenmisliginin 6rgiitsel diizeydeki etkileri hayal kiriklig1, yonetime,
takim arkadaslarina ve kidemlilere giivensizlik ve alaycilik, sik goriilen is kazalari, isten ayrilma, devamsizlik, sik
sik izin alma, is performansinda, tiretkenlikte ve etkililikte azalma, motivasyon kayb1 ve diistik moral olarak
kendini gostermektedir (Jaffery ve Farooq, 2015: 279).

Egitim kurumlarinda 6gretmenler, 6grenciler, diger meslek mensuplar1 ve bu kisilerin yakinlariyla etkilesim
icindedir. Ogretmen 6grenci etkilesimi sirasinda 6grencilerin sosyal, psikolojik, fiziksel sorunlariyla ilgilenmek
oldukga fazla zaman harcamay1 gerektirmekte, coztimler her zaman agik, net ve kolay olmamaktadir. Bu kosullar
altinda dgretmenlerin bircogu stirekli olarak stres altindadir, bu da is doyumunu azaltmakta ve tiikenmislik
sendromuna yol agmakta, sonug olarak 6gretmenlerin performans: olumsuz yonde etkilenmektedir. Bu bilgiler
1s1g1nda arastirma, ogretmenlerin is tiikenmislik diizeyleri ve mesleki tiikenmislik diizeylerinin performanslari
tzerindeki etkilerini 6l¢meyi amaglamis olup, arastirma verileri i¢in hazirlanan anketler, Ankara ilindeki kamu ve
ozel egitim kurumlarinda gorev yapan 525 Ogretmene gonderilmistir. Geri dontisti saglanan anketlerden
tizerinden gerekli analizler yapilmustir.

Kavramsal Cerceve
Mesleki Tiikenmislik

Genel anlamiyla meslek yogun bir egitim gerektiren bilgi birikimi ve beceri diizeyi sonucunda bireyin kazandig1
unvanin adidir. “Mesleki tiikenmislik ise, psikolojik cesaret kirma ve bir meslege veya meslek unvanina
yabancilasmaya neden olmak olarak tanimlanabilir. Bir meslekte ttikenmislik hissi, beklentilerin karsilanamamas,
meslegin isteksiz se¢imi, meslegin gerekliligi ile kisisel yetenekler arasindaki catisma, gelecekteki gelismeler icin
hicbir fayda vaat etmemesi ve meslekten psikolojik izolasyon gibi nedenlerden kaynaklanabilir” (Kog, Arslan ve
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Topaloglu, 2010: 152).

Ogretmenlik meslegi, 1973 tarihli Milli Egitim Temel Kanunu'nun 43. maddesinde "devletin egitim, 6gretim ve

S

bununla ilgili yonetim gorevlerini tizerine alan 6zel bir ihtisas meslegi" olarak tanimlanmistir (Milli Egitim Temel
Kanunu, 1973). Ogretmen bu meslegin gereklerini yerine getiren eden kisidir. Milli Egitim Bakanlig1 (MEB)
Ogretmen Yetistirme ve Gelistirme Genel Midiirliigii' niin 2017 yilinda yayimladig1 “Ogretmenlik Meslegi Genel
Yeterlilikleri” belgesi 6gretmenleri egitim sisteminin en hayati 6gesi olarak nitelendirmistir. Egitimin niteligine
dogrudan ve onemli etki 6gretmenler tarafindan yapilmaktadir. 2019-2020 yillarinda yiirtitiilen Tiirkiye Calisma
Hayat1 ve Meslekler arastirmasindan elde edilen verilere gore mesleklerin itibar puani siralamasinda 143 meslek
arasinda ogretmenlik en ytiiksek statiiye sahip ondordiincii meslek olarak degerlendirilmekte olup insan hayatinin
sorumlulugunu bitiintiyle tstlenebilecek yiiksek yeterlikler gerektiren bir meslek olarak tanimlanmaktadir

(Sunar, 2020: 46).

Diger mesleklerden farkli olarak ogretmenlik mesleginin icra edilmesi sirasinda insan iliskisi ve etkilesim en
yiiksek diizeyde olmaktadir. Hem okul ve sinif ortaminda grencilerle, hem de okul disinda veliler ve toplumla
i¢ ice olmay1 gerektirir. (Celikten, Sanal ve Yeni, 2005: 213). Dolayisiyla tiitkenmislik insanla yakin etkilesimde olan
bireylerde siklikla ortaya ¢ikan kronik fiziksel yorgunluk, caresizlik ve umutsuzluk sonucu gelisen olumsuz benlik
kavrami, yasama ve diger insanlara yonelik olumsuz tutumlara yol acan fiziksel ve zihinsel tiikenis hali olarak
tanimlanmaktadir. Kisaca bireyin mesleginden aldig1 mutluluk ve basari duygusunun eksilmesine ve mesleki
kimligin kaybedildigi inancina yol acan bir durumdur (Saglam-Ar1 ve Cina-Bal, 2008: 133).

Tukenmislik ve mesleki tiikenmislik duygusu birbirinden bagimsiz distiniilemez. “Asir1 is stresinin
sonuclarindan birisi olan mesleki tiitkenmislik insanlarla daha fazla bir arada olan 6gretmenlik, polislik, doktorluk,
hemsirelik, sosyal yardim gruplarinda gorev alan kisilerde daha fazla gortilmektedir” (Cetin, Sar1 ve Karakus,
2022: 60). Durak ve Seferoglu (2017: 764-772) tarafindan Turkiyenin, farkl: illerinde farkli branslarda ¢alisan 303
ogretmen tizerinde yapilan arastirmaya gore tiikenmislik nedenleri olarak is doyumunun diistik olmasi, yonetim
ile iliskiler, toplumdaki mesleki sayginlik, stnif mevcudunun fazlaligi, BT (bilgi teknolojileri) gibi baz1 konularda
kendilerini yetersiz hissetmeleri, disiplin sorunlari, motivasyon eksikligi, tilkedeki mevcut egitim politikalari,
gelecege yonelik belirsizlikler, yetersiz kaynaklar ve materyaller, miifredattaki yetersizlikler ve biirokratik islerin
fazlaligy, veliler karsisinda yonetim tarafindan degersiz gosterilme, velilerin egitime karsi duyduklar: gtivenin
azalmasi gibi orgtitsel faktorler etkili olmaktadir. Kog ve Dingerol (2013: 36)'a gore “Kisisel ¢zelliklerin yan1 sira
cevresel faktorlerden de yogun bir sekilde etkilenen 6gretmenlik meslegindeki enerji ve idealizmin azalmasi, stresi
tetikleyen faktorlerin de etkisi ile mesleki tiikenmislik ortaya ¢ikmaktadir”.

Ogretmenlerin mesleki tiikenmislik diizeylerini 6lgmek amaciyla Yellice-Yiiksel ve Sekercioglu (2008) tarafindan
Ogretmen Mesleki Titkenmislik Olgegi (OMTO) gelistirilmistir. Bu dlgege gore mesleki tiikenmiglik “1. Meslege
iliskin duygusal titkenmislik ve basarisizlik, 2. Ogrencilere duyarsizlagma, 3. Fiziksel ve duygusal titkkenmislik ile
4. Meslektaslarina ve yoneticilerine duyarsizlasma” olmak tizere dort alt 6lcekten olusmaktadir. “Meslege iliskin
duygusal tiikenmislik ve basarisizlik; bireyin meslegiyle baglantili olarak kendini nasil degerlendirdigiyle ve
ogretmenlik mesleginin beklentilerini karsilaylp karsilamadigiyla ilgilidir. Ogrencilere duyarsizlagma;
dgretmenin 6grencilere yonelik duyarsizligini, bikkinligini, mesafeli durusunu ve olumsuz tutumlarin ifade
etmektedir. Fiziksel ve duygusal tiikenmislik; ogretmenlerin kendilerini stresli, 6fkeli, yorgun, fiziksel ve
duygusal enerjilerinin titkenmis oldugunu hissetmeleriyle ilgilidir. Meslektaslara ve yoneticilere duyarsizlasma
alt boyutu ise Ogretmenlerin meslektaslariyla iliski kurmak istememesi ve yoneticiler tarafindan
desteklenmemesini ifade etmektedir” (Oztiirk ve Erdem, 2020: 931).

Olumlu 6grenme ikliminin olusturulmasi, bireysel 6grenme gereksinimlerinin dikkate alinmasi, analitik ve
yaraticit distinmenin gelistirilmeye calisilmas1 6gretmenlik mesleginin en énemli gereksinimleridir (Sahin ve
Atbasi, 2020: 674). Ogretmenler egitim-6gretimi planlayabilmek isterler. Ayni1 zamanda entellektiiel bilgi birikimi,
meslek bilgisi ve iletisim becerisine sahip olmalar1 gerekir. Bu unsurlardan herhangi birinin eksikligi kolaylikla
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tikenmislik sendromuna neden olabilir. Tiikenmislik sendromu daha cok duygusal alanda kendini
gostermektedir. Ogretmenler duygusal kaynaklari tiikendikge, 6grencilerine yardimci olamadiklari
(olamayacaklarmi) hissedebilmektedir. Tiikenmislik yasayan ogretmenler ayni zamanda 6grencileri hakkinda
olumsuz, alayc1 tutum ve duygular gelistirebilmekte ve tepki vermeye baslamaktadirlar, hatta 6grencilerinin bazi
sikintilar1 hak ettikleri seklinde bir diistince tarzi gelistirmeye baslayabilir (Maslach ve Jackson, 1981). Ttikenmislik
sendromunun bir baska yonii, dgretmenlerin dgrencileriyle olan iliskilerinde kendileri hakkinda olumsuz
ozdegerlendirmede bulunmalaridir, bundan dolay1 ttikenmislik mesleki memnuniyetsizlik ve basarisizlik
duygusunda artisa neden olur.

Sengtil-Erdem (2020: 1272) tarafindan zihinsel yetersizligi olan ogrencilere egitim veren o6zel egitimci
ogretmenlerin mesleki tiikenmisliklerini 6lgmek amaciyla 40 6gretmen ve 110 6grenci tizerinde yapilan deneysel
arastirmanin sonuglarina gore dgretmenlere verilen mesleki beceri egitimi ve yapilan smuf ici diizenlemelerle
birlikte basarisizlik ve tikenmislik boyutunda anlamli bir azalis, mesleki yetkinlik ve etkili 6gretim boyutunda ise
anlamli bir artis olmustur. Buna gore calismada tiitkenmisligin azaltilmasi amaciyla “6zel egitim alaninda gorev
yapan 0gretmenlere sunulacak mesleki becerilere yonelik hizmet i¢i egitim uygulamalarmin yayginlastirilmasi,
egitim iceriklerinin 6gretmen ihtiyaglar1 dogrultusunda sekillendirilmesi ve uygulama yapabilmelerine de firsat
saglanmasi, smif ici dizenlemeler kapsaminda ¢gretmenlerin desteklenmesi ve simiflarin fiziksel sartlarmin
iyilestirilmesi” nerilmektedir.

Is Tiikenmisligi

Tturk Dil Kurumu (TDK) sozltigiinde “is, bir sonug elde etmek, herhangi bir sey ortaya koymak igin gti¢ harcayarak
yapilan etkinlik, fiziksel ve zihinsel caba” olarak ifade edilmektedir. Tiikenmislik ise, cesitli meslek gruplarinda
calisan bireylerde ¢alisma ortamu ve isin niteligi ve gerekliliklerindeki olumsuzluklardan kaynaklanan, enerjide
surekli azalis, amag¢ ve hedeflere ulasilamama seklinde tanimlanmaktadir (Bakan ve Tombak, 2014: 683).
Tiikenmislik galisma hayatinin kalitesini etkilemekte ve is tatminsizligine neden olmaktadir (Oztiirk ve Erdem,
2020: 929, 931). Tiikenmislige neden olan olumsuzluklar yetersiz ticret, uzun ¢alisma saatleri, kariyerde ilerleme

sansinin kalmamasi, odillendirme eksikligi, iste gticstizlesme, etkisizlik ve egitim eksikligi olarak ortaya
¢ikmaktadir. (Edelwich ve Brodsky, 1980).

Is titkkenmisligi ile ilgili olarak kullanilan kavramlardan biri is yiiktidiir. Is yiikii belirli zamanda belirli nitelikte
yapilmasi gereken is miktari olarak tanimlanir ve fazla ya da az is yiikiiniin calisan tizerinde stres olusturdugu ve
bireyler tizerinde is tiikenmisligine neden olabilecegi ifade edilmektedir. Calisanlarin is ytikii arttikca tiikenmislik
diizeyleri artarken isleri {izerindeki kontrolii ytikseldik¢e tiikenmislik diizeyleri azalmaktadir. Dolayisiyla
tiikenmislik, bir anlamda is ytikii ve is kontroliintin bir sonucuyken ayni zamanda bu iki degisken arasindaki
etkilesim halinin de dogal bir sonucudur (Oztiirk ve Erdem, 2020: 929, 931, 933).

Alandaki calismalarda is yerinden kaynaklanan ttikenmisligin nedenleri arasinda orgtit yapisi, isin niteligi,
calisma saatleri, nobetler, fazla calisma, fiziksel yeterlilikler, isyeri ve isle ilgili kurallar, is yiiki seviyesi, alinan
kararlara istirak edebilme, ticretlendirme, rol belirsizligi, eksik geri bildirimler ve 6rgtit ici iliskiler bulunmaktadir
(Beheshtifar, Omidvar, 2013: 110) .

Ogretmenlik mesleginin herhangi bir ig yerinde icra edilmeye calisilmasi 6gretmenlik isidir. Daha 6nce deginildigi
gibi ogretmenlik meslegi insan iliski ve etkilesimini en st seviyede gerektirmektedir. Is yerinde calisanlar
arasinda iligkiler ne kadar yogunsa, duygusal tiikenmislik de o derecede artmaktadir (Oztiirk ve Erdem, 2020:
932). Gereken performans: gerceklestirebilmek icin 8gretmenler normal ¢alisma saatlerinin disinda uzun stireli
calismalar yapabilirler, uygun olmayan calisma kosullara katlanmak ve makul olmayan bazi isteklere boyun
egmek zorunda kalabilirler (Kog¢ ve Dingerol, 2013: 27), ancak katlanilan fiziksel ve bilissel efor karsiiginda elde
edilen maddi kazang yeterli olmayabilir. Kisacas1 6gretmenler mesleklerinden memnun olduklar: halde calistiklar:
is yerindeki olumsuz kosullar ya da maddi kazang yetersizligi nedeni ile titkenmislik sendromu yasayabilirler.
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Son yillarda yapilan bazi arastirmalarda 6gretmenlerin teknoloji kaynakli kayg ve strese (teknostres) de maruz
kaldiklar1 ve bu nedenle verimliliklerinde azalma oldugu ve tiikenmislik yasayabildikleri ortaya ¢cikmustir (Yener,
Arslan ve Kiling, 2021: 1896). Teknostres 6gretme-6grenme stirecindeki teknoloji kullanimindan, mesleki ve teknik
konulardaki yetersizlikten, kisisel yonelimler ve sosyal nedenlerden de kaynaklanabilmektedir (Gokbulut ve
Dindas, 2022: 46).

Altintopa ve Aydintan (2021: 50) mn Ankara’da 225 6gretmen tizerinde yaptiklar1 arastirmaya gore deneklerin
gunliik hayatlarinda karsi karsiya kaldiklar1 is-aile ve aile-is catismalar: ile tiikenmislik diizeyleri arasinda
(duyarsizlasma, duygusal tiikenmislik ve kisisel basar1 hissinin azalmasi) olumlu yonde anlamli bir iliski oldugu
bulunmustur.

Ogretmenlerin is tiikkenmigliklerinde meslekdaslariyla iligkilerinin de ©nemli rolii vardir. Is iliskilerinde
huzursuzluk, meslekdaslardan destek gorememe “bireyin motivasyonunda diistikliik, stres ve depresyon
diizeyinde artis, meslekten soguma, tiikenmislik” biciminde ortaya ¢ikmakta ve meslektaslara kars:
duyarsizlasmaya neden olmaktadir. Meslektaslarla olumlu iliskiler ve yonetim destegi arttikca is doyumu da
artmaktadir (Yildirim ve Bayraktar, 2021: 299, 300, 306).

Tuikenmislik konusunda yapilan arastirmalarla da desteklendigi gibi is tiikenmisligi, “isi geregi yogun duygusal
taleplere maruz kalan ve stirekli diger insanlarla yiiz ytize ¢alismak durumunda olan kisilerde gortilen fiziksel
bitkinlik, uzun stireli yorgunluk, caresizlik ve umutsuzluk duygularmin, yapilan ise, hayata ve diger insanlara
kars1 olumsuz tutumlarla yansimasi ile olusan bir sendrom” olarak ifade edilmektedir (Maslach ve Jackson, 1981:
80). Asir1 calisma, is ortamindan memnun olmama gibi nedenler kisilerin kendilerini basarisiz ve yipranmis
hissetmesine, gti¢ ve enerji kaybetmesine ve kroniklesmis bir yorgunluk yasamasina yol agmaktadir.

Is Goren Performansi

Performans kavrammin sozlikk anlami; “basari, elde edilen sonug, bir seyin degerini belirleyen niteliklerdir”
(Oxford Languages), Tirk Dil Kurumu (TDK) sozliigiinde kelime anlami “basarim” olarak verilmektedir. Is
performansi, kurulusun hedefleriyle ilgili davranislar veya eylemler olarak tanimlanmuistir (Boz, Duran ve Ugurlu,
2021: 347). Col’e (2008) gore isgoren performansi ise bir isi yapan bireyin, o isle amaclanan hedefe ne derecede
ulagabildigini nicel ve nitel olarak belirten bir kavramdir, bireyin kendisi icin belirlenen hedeflere ve standartlara
ne Olctide ulasabildiginin gostergesidir. Yani kisaca hedeflenen amaca ulasma ya da “amacin gerceklestirilme
derecesi” olarak agiklanabilir (C6l, 2008; 38). Performans ile basar1 ¢ogu zaman ayni anlamda kullanilmakla
birlikte gercekte performans gaba, basari ise gabanin konulan hedefe ulasma derecesidir (Oztoprak ve Kardes-
Delil, 2022: 2197).

[sgoren performansini etkileyen bircok unsur vardir. Bu unsurlar temel olarak ti¢ kategoriye ayrilmistir. Bunlar;
kisisel faktorler, cevresel faktorler ve orgttsel faktorlerdir. Egitim duizeyi, kisilik farkliliklari, mesleki deneyim ve
ayn1 zamanda bu calismanin konusunu olusturan mesleki tiikenmislik kisisel faktorler arasindadir (Uludag ve
Crmar, 2021: 88). Ayni sektordeki rakip kurumlar, miisteriler cevresel faktorleri olusturur. Is stresi, is doyumu,
motivasyon, is tatmini, is memnuniyeti, isle ilgili fiziksel kosullar, ise ve isverene olan giiven duygusu, iste
katilimciligin ve bagimsiz calismanin tesvik edilmesi, etkin performans degerlendirmesi, is yerindeki sosyal
etkilesim gibi orgiitsel faktorler de isgoren performansini etkileyen onemli unsurlardir (Uludag ve Ciar, 2021:
88).

Literatiirde is tikenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik ile olumsuz bazi kisisel ve/veya orgiitsel faktorlerin iliskili
oldugunu gosteren c¢ok sayida ¢alisma vardir. Bu durum tiitkenmislik ile is performansinin iliskili oldugunu
dustindiirmektedir. Sanchez-Gomez ve Breso (2020) tarafindan aralarinda egitim sektoriinde (%29,3) calisan
meslek mensuplarmin da bulundugu 1197 kisi tizerinde yapilan calismada duygusal zeka, titkenmislik ve is
performansi arasindaki iliski incelenmistir. Arastirma bulgular1 “is performansinin anlasilmasinda tiikenmisligin
Onemini ortaya koymakta ve duygusal zekanin koruyucu bir degisken olarak rolinii vurgulamaktadir.” Buna
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gore daha ytiksek duygusal zekaya sahip calisanlar, tiitkenmislikle iliskili olumsuz sonuclardan ve isyerindeki
olumsuz faktorlerden daha az etkilenmekte ve boylece performans seviyelerinde bir artis yasamaktadir.

Ogretmenlerin is yiikii, tikenmiglik ve is performansi arasindaki iliskiye odaklanan bir bagka aragtirma 57
ilkogretim Ogretmeni {izerinde yapilmistir. Arastirma bulgular1 dgretmenlerin is yiikii ve tiikenmislik
seviyelerinin yiiksek oldugunu buna karsin is performanslarinin oldukca tatmin edici diizeyde bulundugunu
ortaya koymaktadir (Jomuad ve digerleri, 2021: 53).

Fitzgerald ve Bonimar (2020: 117) tarafindan Filipinler'de Cagayan Bolgesindeki bir devlet tiniversitesindeki
akademik personel tizerinde gerceklestirilen bir baska ¢alismada 6gretmenlerin tutku ve azim (sebat) diizeylerinin
performanslari tizerinde etkili oldugu, ancak performansin cesaret, 6z yeterlilik ve titkenmislikten etkilenmedigini
gOstermistir.

Performans yonetimi, organizasyonda yer alan tiim bireylerin ortak bir hedef ve vizyon dogrultusunda bir arada
calismalar1 ve bir buitiin olarak hareket etmeleridir. Van Waeyenberg, Peccei ve Decramer (2022: 639) tarafindan
458 yabanci dil 8gretmeni ile yapilan arastirmada performans yonetimi 6gretmenlerin beklentilerini karsilayan bir
stre¢ olarak algilandig: taktirde daha ytiksek diizeyde duygusal orgiitsel baglilik, daha diistik tiikenmislik
seviyesi ve yiiksek performansa neden oldugu goriilmustiir.

Ogretmenlerin galistiklar1 egitim kurumunun etkililigi de bireysel performanslar {izerinde fark yaratmaktadir.
Etkililik kavrami orgiitsel amaclara ulasma derecesi olarak tanimlandiginda kurumlarin fiziksel nitelikleri,
yonetim, 6grenciler, veliler, teknolojik alt yapi, egitim politikalar1 performans degerlendirme sistemi ve orgtitsel
adalet gibi bir ¢ok faktor isin icine girmektedir. Orgiitsel adalet yonetici tarafindan kendisine ne derecede adil
davranildig: ile ilgili isgoren algisidir (Korkmaz ve Ulutas, 2022: 4). Ogretmenlerin smuf igi performanslari, tim
bu faktorlerin etken oldugu okul etkililigi ile dogrudan iliskilidir (Turhan, Soyttirk-Kirkagac ve Tuncer, 2020: 407).

Orgiit iklimi bir 6rgiitii digerinden ayiran 6zelliklerdir, calisanlarin 6rgiit hakkinda gelistirdikleri ortak algilardan
olusmaktadir (Aydogan, 2004: 210). iklimi olusturan boyutlar arasinda orgiitiin hiyerarsik yapisi, isin niteligi,
calisanlar arasindaki isbirligi, rekabet ve belirsizlik ortami, yonetim destegi ve giiven duygusu, ve ddiillendirme
sistemi bulunmaktadir. Iklim calisanlarin davranis belirlemelerinde ve orgtitsel bagliliklar1 tizerinde etkilidir
(Aydogan, 2004: 214). Etik iklim, ortak etik anlayisin ¢rgtitsel uygulamalara, siireclere, normlara ve degerlere
yansitilmasidir ve bu degerlerin karar stirecinde yonetime yol gostermesidir (Yesil, Mavi ve Ceyhan, 2017: 20).
Etik iklim liderin (yoneticinin) sergiledigi etik davranislarla ¢alisanlara iyi 6rnek olmasi ile olusur. Bu tip liderler
(hizmetkar lider) takdir eder, empati kurar, gticlendirir, delege eder, diiriisttiir, model olur, ikna eder, giiven
duyar, katilimi tesvik eder. Bu konuda yapilan arastirmalarda okullardaki etik iklimin ve hizmetkar liderligin
ogretmenlerin performansini olumlu yonde etkiledigi goriilmektedir (Topcu, Giirsoy, 2022: 1998).

Yontem
Arastirmanin Modeli ve Hipotezler

Bu arastirmada kolayda ornekleme yontemi ile veriler toplanmistir. Kolayda 6rnekleme, ana kiitle igerisinden
secilecek ornek kesimin arastirmacinin yargilarinca belirlendigi tesadiifi olmayan ¢rnekleme yontemidir. Kolayda
orneklemede veriler, ana kiitleden en kolay, hizl1 ve ekonomik sekilde toplanmaktadir (Hasiloglu, Baran ve Aydin,
2015: 20).

Arastirma problemi dgretmenlerin is tiitkenmisligi, mesleki tiikenmislik ve isgoren performans: arasindaki
iliskinin ortaya konulmasi ve bu iliskinin isgoren performansi tizerinde ne kadar etkili oldugunun tespit
edilmesidir. Bu kapsam dogrultusunda belirlenen arastirma hipotezleri asagida verilmistir.

H1: [s Tiikenmisligi (a) ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik (b) diizeyleri ile isgoren performansi arasinda iligki vardir.

H2: Is Tiikenmisligi (a) ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik (b) diizeylerinin isgoren performans tizerinde etkisi vardur.
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H3: Yas degiskeni acisindan Is Tiikenmisligi (a), Mesleki Tiikenmislik (b) diizeyleri ve isgoren performansi (c)
arasinda anlaml bir farklilik vardir.

H4: Cinsiyet degiskeni agisindan Is Tukenmisligi (a), Mesleki Tiikenmislik (b) diizeyleri ve isgoren performansi
(c) arasinda anlaml1 bir farklilik vardir.

H5: Brans degiskeni acisindan s Tiikenmisligi (a), Mesleki Tiikenmislik (b) diizeyleri ve isgoren performanst (c)
arasinda anlaml bir farklilik vardir.

He6: Idari gorev degiskeni acisindan Is Tukenmisligi (a), Mesleki Tiitkenmislik (b) diizeyleri ve isgdren performansi
(c) arasinda anlaml1 bir farklilik vardir.

H7: Kidem degiskeni acisindan s Tiikenmisligi (a), Mesleki Tiikenmislik (b) diizeyleri ve isgoren performanst (c)
arasinda anlaml bir farklilik vardir.

HS8: Calisilan kurum ttirti degiskeni acisindan Is Tikenmisligi (a), Mesleki Ttikenmislik (b) diizeyleri ve isgoren
performansi (c) arasinda anlamli bir farklilik vardir.

Evren ve Orneklem

Arastirmanin evrenini Ankara ilindeki kamu ve 6zel egitim kurumlariin her kademesinde gorev yapan 80.983
Ogretmen olusturmaktadir. (http://www.meb.gov.tr) Evrendeki arastirma grubuna ulasmanin zorlugundan
dolay1 kolayda ¢rnekleme yontemi ile Ankara ilinde kamu ve 6zel egitim kurumlarinda calisan 525 6gretmene
elektronik ortamda anket gonderilmistir. Evreni temsil eden ¢rneklem sayisi basit tesadiifi orneklem formilii ile
belirlenmistir (Yamane, 1967). Orneklem biiyiikliigii 382 olarak tespit edilmistir. Ankete katilan 6gretmenlerden
409 anketin geri dontist saglanmustir. Analizler bu anketler tizerinden gerceklestirilmistir. Bu arastirmada
kullanilan verilerin toplanabilmesi igin gerekli olan etik kurul izin belgesi Baskent Universitesi Etik Kurulu
15.09.2022 tarihi ve 17162298.600-219 say1 numarasi ile alinmustir.

Verilerin Toplanmasi ve Analizi

Arastirmada 6gretmenlerin Is Tukenmisligi ve Mesleki Tiikenmislikleri ile Is Performans: arasindaki iliskileri
belirlemek icin veri toplama araci olarak bir anket formu olusturulmustur. Olusturulan anket formu, Ankara
ilinde faaliyet gosteren kolayda ¢rneklem yoluyla secilen 6gretmenlere e-posta aracilig ile gonderilmistir. Geri
dontis saglanan eksiksiz toplam 409 adet anket arastirmanin 6rneklemini olusturmustur. Arastirmada birincil ve
ikincil veri kaynaklarindan yararlamilmis olup, daha once yapilan calismalarin arastirilmasi icin alan yazin
taranmustir. Veri toplama araci olarak uygulanan anket, {ic bélimden olusmaktadir. Birinci boliimde arastirmaya
katilan isgorenlerin demografik bilgileri ile ilgili verileri; yas, cinsiyet, brans, idari gorev, hizmet stiresi ve kurum
tiirti olmak {izere toplam 6 tane soru yer almaktadir. Ikinci boliimde Kog, Arslan ve Topaloglu (2009) tarafindan
gelistirilen katilimcilarin Mesleklerine yonelik 14 soruluk Mesleki tiikenmisligi belirleme testi ve katilimcilarin Is
tukenmislik diizeyini 6lgen 12 soruluk is tiikenmisligi 6lgegi olan Gazi Tiikenmislik Envanteri, tigtincti bolimde
ise; i@géren performansi 6lcegi kullanilmustir. 1§g6ren performans: 6lcegi; Kirkman ve Rosen (1999) tarafindan
gelistirilen ve Col (2008) tarafindan Tiirkceye cevrilen 4 sorudan olusan bir 6lcektir (Unal ve Giinay, 2016: 277).

Arastirmaya katilan isgorenlerin Is tiikkenmislik ve Mesleki tiikenmislik diizeylerini ¢lgen, Gazi Tiikenmislik
Envanteri 5 dereceli likert tipi bir dlgektir. Isgorenlerin is performansim 6lgen isgoren performansi dlcegi de 5
dereceli likert tipi olan bir 6lgektir. Olgek, Kirkman ve Rosen (1999) tarafindan gelistirilmis ve Altas ve
Cekmecelioglu (2007), Giil ve Oktay (2009), Akkog, Caliskan ve Turung (2012), Chen ve Kog (2021) gibi gecmis
arastirmalarda kullanilmistir. Anket sonuclarimin degerlendirilmesinde sosyal bilimlerde yaygin olarak kullanilan
SPSS.27 (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) istatistik bilgisayar yazilim programi kullanilmis olup,
arastirmanin hipotezlerini test etmek amaciyla da SPSS.27 istatistiksel paket programinda Frekans, Ortalama,
Pearson Korelasyonu, Regresyon ve t-testi gibi istatistiksel analizler yapilmistir.

ETUSBED- Sayi 17- DOI: 10.29157/etusbed.1312419



64

Bulgular

Arastirmanin 6rneklem grubunu olusturan 6gretmenlerin demografik yapilarma yonelik tanitici frekans ve ytizde
dagilimlar1 Tablo 1 de gosterilmistir.

Tablo 1. Orneklem grubuna iliskin tanimlayzci istatistikler

Yas Frekans (f) Yiizde (%)
20-29 yas arasi 54 13,2
30-39 yas aras1 79 19,3
40-49 yas aras1 132 32,3
50 ve tizeri yas arasi 144 35,2
Toplam 409 100,0
Cinsiyet

Kadin 312 76,3
Erkek 97 23,7
Toplam 409 100,0
Brans

Okul 6ncesi 6gretmeni 77 18,8
Sinif 6gretmeni 73 17,8
Uygulamali dersler 6gretmeni 37 9,0
Yabanci dil 6gretmeni 56 13,7
Brans 6gretmeni 166 40,6
Toplam 409 100,0
Yoneticilik

Evet 82 20,0
Hayir 327 80,0
Toplam 409 100,0

ETUSBED- Sayi 17- DOI: 10.29157/etusbed.1312419



65

Kidem

1 yildan az 12 2,9
1-9 y1l aras1 112 27,4
10-19 y1l aras1 132 32,3
20-29 yil aras1 106 25,9
30 yil ve tizeri 47 11,5
Toplam 409 100,0
Kurum Tiirii

Kamu 238 58,2
Ozel 171 41,8
Toplam 409 100,0

Arastirmaya katilan ¢alisanlarin yas dagilimlarina bakildiginda (Tablo 1); %13,2’sinin 25 -29 yas arast, %19,3” tintin
30-39 yas arasi, %32,3"iintin 40-49 yas arasi, %35,2’sinin ise 50 yas ve iizeri oldugu goriilmektedir. Orneklem
grubundaki ¢alisanlarin biiyiik bir bolimiiniin 50 yas ve tizeri oldugu dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Arastirmaya gore
calisanlarm %76,3'ti kadin ve %23,7’si erkektir. Orneklem grubunun ¢ogunlugu kadinlardan olugmaktadir,
dolayisiyla Ankara ilindeki egitim kurumlarinda calisanlarin biiytik ¢ogunlugunun kadinlardan olustugu
gorulmektedir. Arastirmaya katilanlarin brans dagilimlari; %18,8'i okul 6ncesi 6gretmeni, %17,8i sinif 6gretmeni,
%9,00u uygulamali dersler 6gretmeni, %13,7’si yabanci dil 6gretmeni ve %40,6'lik dilimde ise brans
dgretmenlerinin yer aldig1 goriilmektedir. Dolayisiyla érneklem gurubu calisanlarin biiytik cogunlugunu brans
ogretmenleri olusturmaktadir. Arastirmaya katilan 6gretmenlerin %20’sinin yoneticilik gorevi varken %80'nin
olmadig: gortilmiistiir. Arastirmaya katilanlarin sektérde calisma yil1 ytizde ve frekans dagilimina bakildiginda;
calisanlarmn %2,9’unun 1 yildan az, %27,4"tintin 1 ve 9 yil arasi, %32,3"tintin 10 ve 19 y1l aras1, %25,9’unun 20 ve 29
yil arasinda %11,5"inin ise 30 yil ve tizerinde calisma siireleri vardir. Arastirmaya gore calisanlarin biiytik bir
bolimiintin 10 ve 10 yil arasinda bu sektorde calistiklar1 gortilmektedir. Son olarak da arastirmaya katilan
ogretmenlerin; %58,2’sinin kamuda, %41,8 inin 6zel sektdrde calistig1 goriilmektedir.

Verilerin normal dagilim gosterip gostermedigini incelemek amaciyla garpiklik ve basiklik degerlerine bakilmus,
degerlerin +1 ile -1 arasinda oldugu gortlmistiir. Bu nedenle veriler normallik dagilimina uymaktadir
(Buyukozturk, 2007: 40).

Tablo 2: Is ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik Diizeyleri ile iggt‘)ren Performans: Arasindaki liski (Korelasyon Analizi)

Mesleki .
is Tiik olisi Perf
Tiikenmislik § lukenmigligl erformans
! 1 765" _592"
Mesleki Tiikenmisglik
p /000 ,000
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n 409 409 409

r ,765™ 1 -,573"
Is Tiikenmisligi p ,000 ,000

n 409 409 409

r -,592" -,573" 1
Performans P ,000 ,000

n 409 409 409

** Korelasyon 0,01 seviyesinde anlamlidur.

Arastirmaya katilan 6rneklem grubunun is titkenmislik diizeyi ile isgoren performansi arasindaki iliskiye bakilmis
olup 0,05 6nem diizeyinde anlaml bir iliski tespit edilmis ve iliskinin siddetinin -,573 oldugu gortulmusttir. Diger
yandan Mesleki Tiikenmislik Diizeyleri ile i@gﬁren Performans: Arasindaki iliskiye bakildiginda ise, 0,05 6nem
diizeyinde anlamli bir iliski tespit edilmistir ve iliskinin siddetinin -,592 oldugu dikkat ¢ekmistir. Diger bir ifade
ile Mesleki Ttikenmislik diizeyinin artmasiyla birlikte isgoren performansmun diisttigi gortilmustiir. Dolayisiyla,
is tiitkenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik diizeyleri ile isgoren performansi arasinda dikkate deger ters yonlii bir
iliski bulunmustur. Yapilan analizde bulunan korelasyon katsayisinin anlamliliginin oldukga yiiksek oldugu
(p=0,000) tespit edilerek H1 hipotezi kanitlanmis olup, literatiirde yer alan benzer arastirma sonuclarinin yer aldig:
ornek calismalarin mevcut oldugu goriilmustiir.

Prentice ve Thaichon (2019: 821) tarafindan Amerika’da konaklama sektoriindeki 5 otelde 6nbiiro elemani olarak
calisan 800 kisi tizerinde yapilan calismada is performansmin tiikenmislikle iliskili oldugu ve calisanin ise ve
orgtite olan bagliliginin performansa dnemli 6lctide aracilik ettigi sonucuna varilmistir.

ngioglu ve Okmen (2021: 424) tarafindan Birecik Belediyesi calisami 533 kisi iizerinde yapilan caligmada
calisanlarin tiikenmislik durumlari, is performans: algilar1 ve denetim odag: algilari arasindaki iliskilerin
incelenmesi amaglanmis, sonug olarak fiziksel, zihinsel ve duygusal tiikenmisliklerin is performans: tizerinde
istatistiksel bakimdan anlamli ve negatif yonlii bir etkisinin oldugu bulunmustur.

Dogan ve Kir (2018: 12) Antalya'min Manavgat ilgesindeki 219 hastane galisani tizerinde yapmus olduklar:
“Orgiitsel Sessizlik, Tiikenmislik Sendromu ve Calisan Performansi Iliskisi” adli arastirmada calisanlarin
performansi ve tiikenmislik diizeyleri arasinda ters yonde anlamli bir iliski bulunmustur. Calisanlarin tiitkenmislik
diizeyleri artikga performanslarinda azalma yasanabilecegi ya da calisanlarin performans: artikca tiikenmislik
diizeylerinin azalacagi ortaya ¢ikmustir.

Demerouti, Bakker ve Leiter, (2014: 103) tarafindan Hollanda’da farkh sektorlerde ve farkli pozisyonlarda calisan
294 kisi tizerinde yapilan arastirmada da benzer bir sonuca ulasilmistir. Kisisel 6zellikler, sosyal ve cevresel sartlar
gibi dtizenleyici kaynaklar1 ytiksek olan calisanlarin tiikenmislik diizeyleri diistik bulunmus, dolayisiyla bu
calisanlarin ise baghiliklarmin yiiksek oldugu, kendilerini daha basarili hissettikleri, bu nedenle de daha ytiksek
performans sergileyebildikleri anlasilmistir. Yiiksek diizeyde tiikenmislik yasayan calisanlarin performans
diizeyleri ise azalmaktadir.
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Tablo 3: is Tiikenmisligi ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik Diizeylerinin Isgoren Performansi Uzerine Etkisi (Regresyon
Analizi)

Is Tiikenmislik Diizeyinin 1§g(‘jren Performansi Uzerine R r2
Etldsi 573 328

Mesleki Tiikenmislik Diizeyinin Isgoren Performansi R r2
Uzerine Etkisi _592a 350

Arastirmaya katilan ¢rneklem grubunun is tikenmislik diizeyleri ile isgdren performansi tizerindeki etkiye
bakildiginda %32’lik bir etkinin oldugu gortilmektedir (r2=,328). Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyinin isgoren
performasi tizerine % 35lik etki ettigi gorulmustiir. (r2=,350). Arastirmadan goriildugi tizere is tiikenmisligi ve
mesleki tiikenmislik diizeyleri ile isgdren performansi arasinda bir iliskinin oldugu, bu iliskinin etkisi test
edildiginde ise is tikenmisliginin isgoren performans: tizerine %32, mesleki tiitkenmislik diizeyinin ise isgorenin
performans: tizerinde %35 kadar bir etkisi arastirma sonucunda goriilmustiir. H2 hipotezi yeterli kanitla
desteklenmistir.

Literattirde Tablo 2 ile ilgili olarak ortaya ¢ikan bulgular1 destekleyen arastirmalarin bazilarinda tiikenmislik
diizeylerinin isgoren performansi tizerindeki etkisi yapilan istatistiki analizlerde bu ¢alismay1 destekler bicimde
su sonugclar elde edilmistir:

Ipcioglu ve Okmen (2021): “Yapilan coklu regresyon analizi sonucunda Tiikenmislik alt boyutlarindan kurulmus
olan modelde ¢alisanlarin fiziksel, zihinsel ve duygusal tiikenmisliklerinin is performans: iizerinde istatistiksel
bakimdan anlaml bir etkisinin oldugu bulunmustur (F=3,330; p=0,021; R2=0,330). Buna gore belediye calisanlarinin
duygusal tiikenmislik diizeylerinin (B=-0,422) en biiyiik negatif etkiye sahip oldugu, sonrasinda zihinsel tiikenmislik
(B=-0,348) ve fiziksel tiikenmislik (B=-0,271) durumlarimin geldigi goriilmiistiir.”

Dogan ve Kir (2018): “Calisanlarin performansi ve tiikenmislik diizeyleri arasinda r=-,184 seviyesinde ayr1 yonde
anlamli (p<0,01) bir iliski bulunmustur.”

Prentice ve Thaichon (2019): “Calisanlarin performansi ve tiitkenmislik diizeyleri arasinda r=-,181 seviyesinde ayr1
yonde anlamli (p<0,05) bir iliski bulunmustur.”

Demerouti, Bakker ve Leiter (2014): “Calisanlarin performans: ve tiikenmislik diizeyleri arasinda r=-,20
seviyesinde ayr1 yonde anlamh (p<0,01) bir iliski bulunmustur.”

Tablo 4: Yas Degiskeni Acisindan Is Tiikenmisligi ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik, s Performansi Farklilagmasi

(ANOVA)
Yas Degiskeni N Ort. S.S. F P
20-29 Yas aralig1 54 2,3373 ,83327
30-39 Yas aralig1 79 2,5850 ,67696
I;ﬁifii§lik 40-49 Yas arah 132 2,8463 56378 | 13,807 | ,000
50 ve tizeri yas aralig 144 2,8581 40716
Toplam 409 2,7325 ,61080
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20-29 Yas aralig: 54 2,4244 ,81429
30-39 Yas aralig1 79 2,6962 ,75874
i§ Tikenmisligi 40-49 Yas aralig: 132 2,8807 ,61265 9,284 ,000
50 ve tizeri yas aralig 144 2,9289 ,53451
Toplam 409 2,8015 ,66777
20-29 Yas aralig: 54 2,8981 1,31619
30-39 Yas aralig1 79 3,6487 1,14321
Efg:;‘;am 40-49 Yas aralig: 132 3,9489 93375 20479 | 000
50 ve tizeri yas aralig 144 4,0385 ,67482
Toplam 409 3,7831 1,02703

Tablo 4’e gore yas degiskeni agisindan is tiikenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik ile isgéren performansi arasinda
anlamli bir farklilasmanin olup olmadigina bakildiginda; yas gruplar1 arasinda anlaml: bir farklilasmanin oldugu
goriilmektedir (p=,000) Diger bir ifade ile, mesleki tiitkenmislik diizeyinin en az 20-29 yas gruplar1 arasinda
oldugunu yas arttikca mesleki tiikenmislik diizeyinin arttig1 goriilmektedir. Is titkenmisliginin de en az 20-29 yas
gruplar1 arasinda gortiliirken (X =2,4244) en fazla 50 ve {izeri yas gruplarinda (X =2,9289) oldugu arastirma
sonuclarinda dikkat ¢ekmistir. Yas gruplar1 degiskeni acisindan isgoren performansi arasinda da p=,000 degeri ile
anlamli bir farklilasmanin oldugu yas gruplar: arttikga performansin diistugii gortilmektedir. Dolayist ile yas
degiskeninin is titkenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik diizeylerinin isgéren performanslar: {izerinde anlamli bir
farklilasmaya neden oldugu goriilmiis olup H3 hipotezi kanitla desteklenmis olup, literatiirde daha 6nce yapilan
benzer arastirma sonuclarmin oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Cemaloglu ve Sahin-Erdemoglu (2007: 480) tarafindan Ankara’nin gesitli ilgelerindeki 515 6gretmen tizerinde
yapilan arastirmada demografik farkhiliklarin duygusal tiikenme, kisisel basar1 ve duyarsizlasma tizerindeki
etkileri incelenmistir. Yas faktortintin duygusal tiikenme ve duyarsizlasma tizerinde etkili oldugu, yas ilerledikce
bu etkinin artti§1 sonucuna varilmustir. Ayrica ayni yazarlar benzer sonuclara ulasan Torun (1995), Ttiimkaya
(1996), Sucuoglu ve Kuloglu-Aksaz (1996), Tugrul ve Celik (2002), Naktiyok ve Karabey (2005) gibi kaynaklar1 da
referans olarak gostermektedir.

Benzer sekilde Njuguna, Odiemo ve Wango (2022: 460) tarafindan yas, cinsiyet, calisma stiresi (is deneyimi), brans
ve kurum tiirti demografik degiskenlerin tiikenmislik {izerindeki diizenleyici etkisini 6l¢mek amacryla Kenyanin
Kiambu bolgesindeki 331 lise 6gretmeni tizerinde yapilan arastirmaya gore 30 yas ve tizeri ve is ytikii fazla olan
ogretmenlerin titkenmislik seviyeleri daha yiiksek bulunmustur.

Tablo 5: Cinsiyet Degiskeni Agisindan Is Tukenmisligi ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik ile 1§g6ren Performansi
Farklilasmas (t-testi)

Cinsiyet Degiskeni N Ort. S.S. t p

Kadin 312 2,7508 ,61517 1,084 ,279

Mesleki
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Uizl Erkek 97 2,6738 ,59591
Kadin 312 2,7982 ,68053

Is Tiikenmisligi -175 ,861
Erkek 97 2,8119 162838
Kadin 312 3,8264 1,01481

Performans 1,527 ,128
Erkek 97 3,6443 1,05872

Tablo 5'e bakildiginda cinsiyet degiskeni agisindan mesleki tiikenmislik ve is tiitkenmisligi ile isgéren performansi
acisindan p degerinin ,050’den biiytik, oldugu goriilmektedir. (p>0,05). Dolayisiyla, cinsiyet degiskeni gruplari ile
mesleki ve is tiitkenmisligi ile isgoren performansi arasinda anlamli bir farklilasma olmadigr gorulmiistur. H4
hipotezi yeterli kanitla desteklenememistir.

Cemaloglu ve Sahin-Erdemoglu (2007) nun arastirmasi benzer olarak bu calismay1 destekler bigimde,
ogretmenlerin cinsiyetleri ile tiikenmislik diizeyleri arasinda anlaml bir iliski olmadigin ortaya ¢ikarmistir. Ay
arastirmaya gore Cokluk (1999), Kirilmaz, Celen ve Sarp (2000), Dolunay (2001), Giindiiz (2004) ve Naktiyok ve
Karabey (2005) in yaptiklar: calismalarda da boyle bir iliski bulunmamustir.

Ancak Njuguna, Odiemo ve Wango (2022: 460) tarafindan yapilan ¢alismada kadin dgretmenlerin titkenmislik
diizeylerinin erkeklere gore daha fazla oldugu ortaya ¢ikmis, neden olarak okul icinde ve disinda kadinlarin daha
fazla is ytiklenmeleriyle ilintili olabilecegi belirtilmistir. Cemaloglu ve Sahin-Erdemoglu (2007) da “Bazi
arastirmalarda kadm ve erkeklerin ttikenmislik dtizeyleri arasinda anlamli farkliliklar saptanmistir. Bazi
arastirmalar kadinlarda, bazi arastirmalarda erkeklerde tiikenmenin daha yogun yasandigini bildirirken,
cinsiyetle tiikenmislik arasinda iliskinin olmadigmi ifade eden arastirmalarda bulunmaktadir.” seklinde bu
konunun tartismal1 oldugunu ifade etmislerdir.

Tablo 6: Brans Degiskeni Acisindan Is Ttkenmisligi ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik ile Iggbren Performansi

Farklilasmasi (ANOVA)
Brans Degiskeni N Ort. S.S. F P
Okul 6ncesi 6gretmeni 77 2,7161 ,57808
Sinif 6gretmeni 73 2,6174 ,77613
. Uygulame‘lh dersler 37 24151 75365
Mesleki ogretmeni 5,027 001
Tiikenmisglik ’ ’
Yabanc dil 6gretmeni 56 2,7538 ,61715
Brans 6gretmeni 166 2,8550 ,45841
Toplam 409 2,7325 ,61080
Okul 6ncesi 6gretmeni 77 2,7814 ,56552
Is Tiikenmisligi 4,505 ,001
Sinif 6gretmeni 73 2,6632 ,78056
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F.Juygulame‘lh dersler 37 24842 83630
ogretment

Yabanc dil 6gretmeni 56 2,8631 ,71358
Brans 6gretmeni 166 2,9222 ,56505
Toplam 409 2,8015 ,66777
Okul 6ncesi 6gretmeni 77 3,8831 ,94031
Sinif 6gretmeni 73 3,6267 1,27756
Uy g‘;laméll dersler | 7 3,1284 1,28239

Performans ogretment 6,789 | ,000

Yabanc dil 6gretmeni 56 3,6473 1,01105
Brans 6gretmeni 166 3,9985 ,78888
Toplam 409 3,7831 1,02703

Tablo 6’ya gore Brans degiskeni acisindan is titkenmisligi ve mesleki titkenmislik ile isgoren performansi arasinda
anlamli bir farklilasmanin olup olmadigina bakildiginda; is tiitkenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik ile brans gruplar1
arasinda anlamli bir farklilasmanin oldugu goriilmektedir (p=,001). Isgoren performansi ile brans gruplari
arasinda da p=,000 degeri ile anlamli bir farklilasmanin oldugu goriilmektedir. Tablo 6’ya gore mesleki
tiikenmislik seviyesinin en ¢ok brans ogretmenlerinde oldugu, is tiikenmislik seviyesinin de brans
ogretmenlerinde oldugu dikkati cekmektedir. Uygulamali dersler ogretmenlerinin mesleki tiikenmislik
seviyelerinin ve is titkenmislik seviyelerinin diger alanlardaki 6gretmenlere gore daha az oldugu gorulmiistur.
Mesleki tiikenmislik seviyesi ve is tiikenmislik seviyesinin performans tizerindeki etkisi diger alanlardaki
ogretmenlere gore, brans 6gretmenlerinde daha yiiksek seviyede seyretmektedir. Is tiikenmisligi ve mesleki
tiukenmislik ile isgoren performanslar: tizerinde brans degiskeninin anlamh bir farklilasmaya neden oldugu
goriilmiis olup H5 hipotezi yeterli kanutla desteklenmistir.

Durmusoglu (2023: 693) tarafindan yapilan arastirma brans degiskeni bakimindan 6gretmenlerin duygusal
tukenmislikleri ve kisisel basari algilar1 arasinda anlamli bir farklilik bulundugu, 6rnegin beden egitimi
ogretmenlerinin duygusal tiikenmisliklerinin diger brans 6gretmenlerinden daha diistik oldugu ortaya gikmustir.

Tablo 7: Idari Gorev Degiskeni Acisindan Is Tukenmisligi ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik ile 1§g6ren Performans:
Farklilasmasi (t-testi)

Yoneticilik N Ort. S.S. t P
Evet 82 2,4312 , 77935
Mesleki
H 327 2,8083 ,03588 -5,152 ,000
Tiikenmislik ayr
Is Tiikenmisligi Evet 82 2,5600 ,87020 -3,721 ,000
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Hayir 327 2,8622 ,59269
Evet 82 3,1098 1,35975
Performans Hayir 327 3,9525 ,84674 -7,025 ,000

Tablo 7’ye bakildiginda idari gorev degiskeni agisindan is titkenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik ile Is goren
Performansi agisindan p degerinin ,050’den kiictik, oldugu ve anlaml bir farklilasmanin oldugu goriilmektedir.
(p=,000). Is tiikenmislik ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik seviyesinin idari gorevi olmayanlarda, idari goreve olanlara gore
daha yiiksek oldugu ve performanslarini da daha ¢ok etkiledigi tablodan goriilmektedir. Dolayist ile idari gorev
degiskeni ile is tikenmisligi ve mesleki tiitkenmislik ile isgéren performansi arasinda p=,000 diizeyinde anlamli
bir farklilasmanin oldugu gortilmiis olup, H6 hipotezi yeterli kanitla desteklenmistir.

Tablo 8: Kidem Degiskeni Acisindan Is Tiikenmisligi ve Mesleki Tuikenmislik ile I@g(‘jren Performansi

Farklilasmas1 (ANOVA)
Kidem N Ort. S.S. F
1 yildan az 12 2,3036 ,93386
1-9 y1l aras1 112 2,6020 ,67632
Mesleki 10-19 y1l aras: 132 2,6986 ,65289
Tiik islik 5,863 ,000
R 20-29 yil arast 106 2,9171 42161
30 y1l ve tizeri 47 2,8339 ,A3775
Toplam 409 2,7325 ,61080
1 yildan az 12 2,4792 ,63577
1-9 yil aras1 112 2,7269 ,77217
10-19 y1l aras1 132 2,7519 ,70051
Is Tiikenmisligi 2,676 ,032
20-29 y1l aras1 106 2,9017 ,53930
30 y1l ve tizeri 47 2,9783 ,50198
Toplam 409 2,8015 ,66777
1 yildan az 12 2,7292 1,13046
Performans 8,708 ,000
1-9 yil aras1 112 3,5402 1,17527

ETUSBED- Sayi 17- DOI: 10.29157/etusbed.1312419




72

10-19 y1l aras: 132 3,7538 1,08026
20-29 y1l aras1 106 4,0047 ,74959
30 y1l ve tizeri 47 4,2228 ,59448
Toplam 409 3,7831 1,02703

Tablo 8’e gore Kidem degiskeni agisindan mesleki tiikenmislik ve is tiikenmisligi ile isgdren performansi acisindan
p degerinin ,050’den kiigiik, oldugu goriilmektedir. Is tiikenmisligi (p=,032) ve mesleki tiikenmislik (p=,000) ile
isgoren performansi (p=,000) arasinda anlaml: bir farklilasmanin oldugu gortilmiistiir. Mesleki tiikenmisligi en
cok yasayan kidem grubunun 20-29 yil arasi gorev yapanlar olduguy, {s titkenmisligini en ¢ok yasayanlarin ise, 30
yil ve tizeri calisanlar oldugu goriilmektedir. Is performanslari agisindan degerlendirildiginde ise, en yiiksek
grubun 30 yil ve tizeri calisanlar, en az ise 1 yildan daha az stire ¢alisanlar oldugu arastirma sonucunda
gorulmistiir. H7 hipotezi yeterli kanitla desteklenmistir.

fraz ve Ganiyusufogluoglu (2011: 470) akademisyenlerin mesleki kidemleri ile tikenmislik diizeyleri arasinda
anlaml bir iliski oldugunu sonucuna varmuslardir, yazarlara gore “1-5 yil ile 5-10 yil aras1 kideme sahip olan
akademisyenler arasinda ttim alt boyutlarda da anlaml: bir fark tespit edilmistir. En gok tiitkenmislik diizeyi bu
kidem araliginda tespit edilmistir. Bu veriler 1s1¢1nda mesleki kidemin duygusal tiikkenme ve duyarsizlasma alt
boyutlari titkkenmislik diizeyini etkileyen bir faktor oldugu soylenebilir.”

Tablo 9: Kurum Tiirii Acisindan Is Ttkenmisligi ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik ile 1§g6ren Performansi Farklilasmasi

(t-testi)
Kurum Tiirii N Ort. S.S. t P
Kamu 238 2,6917 ,61875
Mesleki Ozel 171 2,7891 59680 159 | 112
Tiikenmislik
Kamu 238 2,7060 ,65740
i§ Tikenmisligi Ozel 171 2,9337 ,66131 -3,443 ,001
Kamu 238 3,7300 1,04246
Performans Ozel 171 3,8567 1,00364 -1,231 ,219

Tablo 9a gore bakildiginda kurum tiirti degiskeni agisindan mesleki tiikenmislik ile Is goren performansi
acisindan p degerinin ,050’den biiytik, oldugu ve anlaml bir farklilasmanin olmadigy, is tiitkenmisligi acisindan
ise p degeri ,001 oldugu yani ,050’den kiictik oldugu gortilmektedir. (p<0,05). Dolayist ile kurum tiirii agisindan
mesleki tiikenmislik ile isgoren performansi arasinda anlamli bir farklilasma olmazken, is tiikenmisligi acisindan
bir farklilasmanin oldugu gortilmustiir. Calisilan kurum tiirti agisindan 6zel sektoérde calisan 6gretmenlerin
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mesleki ttikenmislik dtizeyleri ve is tiikenmisligi diizeyleri kamu da calisanlara gore daha ytiksektir.
Performanslari agisindan degerlendirildiginde ise, 6zel sektorde galisanlarin daha gok etkilendikleri gortilmiistiir.
Arastirmanin sonucuna gore, kurum tirt degiskeni ile mesleki tiikenmislik (H8b) ve performans (HS8c) agisindan
hipotez rededilmekle birlikte is titkenmisligi (H8a) acisindan isgdren performansi arasinda p=,000 diizeyinde
anlamli bir farklilasmanin oldugu gortilmiistiir. Dolayisiyla H8a hipotezi yeterli kanitla desteklenmistir.

Sonug ve Tartisma

Tukenmislik kavrami son yillarda giderek 6nem kazanarak onemsenen ve bir¢ok arastirmaya konu olan bir
kavramdir. Tukenmislik kavrami “basarisizlik, yipranma, enerji ve giic kaybi veya insanin i¢ kaynaklari tizerinde,
karsilanmayan istekler sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan bir titkenme durumu” olarak tanimlanmistir (Freudenberger,
1974:159). Daha sonra Maslach ve Jackson (1981), tiikenmisligi; insanda ortaya ¢ikan fiziksel bitkinlik, uzun stiren
yorgunluk, caresizlik ve umutsuzluk duygular ile birlikte bireyin yaptig1 ise, hayata ve diger insanlara karsi
gosterdigi olumsuz tutumlar1 kapsayan fiziksel ve zihinsel boyutlar1 olan bir sendrom olarak tanimlamislardir
(Giirbuiz ve Karapinar, 2018: 189).

Tukenmislik; calisanlarin performansina dogrudan etki eden ¢nemli bir faktordir. Dolayisiyla da isgoren
tizerindeki olumsuz etkisi organizasyonun, isleyisini, verimliligini, kalitesini, {iretimini, motivasyonu
etkileyebilecektir. Isgorenler kendilerini fiziken ve ruhen saglikli, huzurlu, mutlu hissettiklerinde motive olmus
bir sekilde calisabilir ve daha verimli calisanlar olurlar. Dolayisiyla, performanslarina yansir ve isletmeler daha
verimli olabilirler.

Is tikenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik is hayatinda kacimilamayacak kavramlardan birisidir. Kisinin kendinden
kaynaklanan faktorlerden olabilecegi gibi is ortaminda karsilastig1 bazi etkenlerde is tiikenmisligine ve mesleki
tikenmisligine etki ederek isgoren performansini etkilemektedir. Bireyin mesleginden ve isinden kaynakli
tikenmesi sonucu performansinin etkilenecegi bu etkinin ne diizeyde oldugunun da bilinmesi tnem arz
etmektedir. Mesleki tiikenmislik ve is tiikenmisliginin sonucu isgoren performans: dusiik, hayata kars1 negatif
tutumlu, mutsuz, umutsuz ve zorunlu bir hayat yasamiyla karsi karsiya kalan isgoren; is yasamindan, {iretmekten,
calismaktan, ailesinden hatta hayatindan bile vazgecebilecektir. Tiikenmisligin siddetine gore bu durum
degiskenlik gosterebilecektir. Dolayisiyla da isgorenin motivasyon diizeyini, yasam enerjisini, calisma istegini,
verimini, performansmi her anlamda etkileyecegi gercektir. Iste bu amacla yani is tiikenmislik ve mesleki
tiikenmislik diizeylerinin performans {izerine etkileri bu calismada incelenmis olup, Ankara’daki kamu ve 6zel
egitim kurumlarinda calisan ogretmenlerden kolayda ornekleme yontemi ile secilen 525 6gretmene anket
elektronik ortamda gonderilmis olup ankete geri doniis saglayan 409 6gretmen arastirmanin 6rneklemini
olusturmustur.

Arastirmaya katilan orneklem grubunun is tiikenmislik diizeyi ile isgoren performansi arasindaki iliskisi
incelenmis olup 0,05 onem diizeyinde anlamli bir iliski tespit edilmis ve iliskinin siddetinin ,573 oldugu
gortlmustiir. Mesleki tiikenmislik diizeyleri ile isgdren performansi arasindaki iliskiye bakildiginda ise, 0,05
onem diizeyinde anlaml bir iliski tespit edilmis ve iliskinin siddetinin r=-,592 oldugu anlasilmistir. Dolayisiyla,
Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyinin artmasiyla birlikte isgoren performansmin diismekte oldugu dikkat cekmistir.
Sonug olarak, Is tikenmisligi ve Mesleki tiikenmislik diizeyleri ile I@g(’jren Performansi arasinda dikkate deger bir
iliski bulunmustur. Yapilan analizde bulunan korelasyon katsayisimin anlamliliginin oldukga ytiksek oldugu
(p=0,000) tespit edilerek H1 hipotezi yeterli kanitla desteklenmistir.

Arastirmaya katilan 6rneklem grubunun is tiitkenmislik diizeyleri ile isgdren performansindaki iliskinin etki
diizeyine bakildiginda ise, %32’lik bir etkinin oldugu goriilmektedir (r2=.328). Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeylerinin
isgoren performasi {izerine ise, % 35lik etki ettigi goriilmiistiir. (r2=.350). Arastirmadan gorildiigu tizere is ve
mesleki tiikenmislik diizeyleri ile isgdren performansi arasinda bir iliskinin oldugu, bu iliskinin etkisi test
edildiginde ise is titkenmisliginin isgoren performansi tizerine %32, mesleki titkenmislik diizeylerinin isgorenin
performans: {izerinde %35 kadar bir etkisi arastirma sonucunda gortilmiistiir. H2 hipotezi yeterli kanitla
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desteklenmistir.

Yas, cinsiyet, brans, idari gorev, sektorde galisma yili ve kurum tiirti degiskenleri agisindan is tiikenmisligi ve
mesleki tiikenmislik ile isgoren performanslari arasinda anlamli bir farklilasmanin olup olmadigina bakildiginda
ise;

Yas degiskeni acisindan is titkenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik ile isgéren performans: arasinda anlaml bir
farklilasmanin oldugu gortilmiistiir(p=,000). Yas gruplar: arttik¢ca performansimn diistigti gortilmektedir. Dolayisi
ile yas degiskeninin is tiikenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik ile isgdren performanslari tizerinde anlamli bir
farklilasmaya neden oldugu goriilmiis olup H3 hipotezi yeterli kanitla desteklenmistir.

Cinsiyet degiskeni acisindan mesleki tiikenmislik ve is tiikenmisligi ile i@géren Performansi agisindan p degerinin
,050"den biiytik, oldugu goriilmektedir. (p>0,05). Diger bir ifadeyle, cinsiyet degiskeni gruplari ile is ve mesleki
tukenmisligi ile isgoren performansi arasinda anlaml bir farklilasma olmadig tespit edilmistir. H4 hipotezi yeterli
kanitla desteklenememistir.

Brans degiskeni agisindan is titkenmisligi ve mesleki titkenmislik ile isgoren performansi arasinda anlamli bir
farklilasmanmn oldugu(p=,001), arastirmaya gore is ve mesleki tiikenmislik seviyesinin en ¢ok brang
ogretmenlerinde oldugu en az da uygulamali dersler 6gretmenlerinde oldugu goritilmiistiir. Kisaca ifade etmek
gerekirse, Mesleki tiikenmislik seviyesi ve is ttikenmislik seviyesinin performans tizerindeki etkisi diger
alanlardaki 6gretmenlere gore, brans 6gretmenlerinde daha yiiksek seviyede seyretmektedir. s tiikkenmisligi ve
mesleki ttikenmislik ile isgdren performanslar1 tizerinde brans degiskeninin anlamli bir farklilasmaya neden
oldugu gortilmiis olup H5 hipotezi yeterli kanitla desteklenmistir.

Idari gorev degiskeni acisindan is tiikenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik ile Is goren Performans: agisindan p
degerinin ,050’den kiiciik, oldugu ve anlamli bir farklilasmanin oldugu goriilmektedir (p=,000). Is tiikenmisligi
ve mesleki tiikenmislik seviyesinin idari gorevi olmayanlarda, idari goreve olanlara gore daha ytiiksek oldugu ve
performanslarmi da daha cok etkiledigi arastirma sonucunda dikkati cekmistir. Dolayist ile idari gorev degiskeni
acisindan dgretmenlerin is ve mesleki tiikenmisligi ile isgdren performansi arasinda p=,000 diizeyinde anlamli bir
farklilasmanin oldugu gortilmiis olup, H6 hipotezi yeterli kantla desteklenmistir.

Kidem degiskeni agisindan is tiitkenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik ile isgdren performansi agisindan p degerinin
,050'den kiigiik, oldugu goriilmektedir. Is tiikkenmisligi (p=,032) ve mesleki tiikenmislik (p=,000) ile isgoren
performans: (p=,000) arasinda anlamli bir farklilasmanin oldugu goriilmustiir. Mesleki ttikenmisligi en ¢ok
yasayan kidem grubunun 20-29 yil aras1 gorev yapanlar oldugu, Is titkenmisligini ise en ¢ok yasayanlarm, 30 yil
ve tizeri calisanlar oldugu gortilmektedir. H7 hipotezi yeterli kanitla desteklenmistir.

Son olarak, kurum tiirti degiskeni acisindan mesleki tiikenmislik ile isgoren performansi agisindan p degerinin
,050 den biiytiik, oldugu ve anlamli bir farklilasmanin olmadigy, is tiikenmisligi agisindan ise p degeri ,001 oldugu
yani ,050 den kiictik oldugu goriilmektedir. (p<0,05). Dolayist ile kurum tiirii agisindan mesleki tiikenmislik ile
isgoren performans: arasinda anlamli bir farklilasma olmazken, is tiikenmisligi acgisindan bir farklilasmanin
oldugu gorulmusttir. Calisilan kurum tiirti agisindan 6zel sektorde calisan 6gretmenlerin mesleki tiikenmislik
diizeyleri ve is tiikkenmisligi diizeyleri kamu da ¢alisanlara gore daha yiiksektir. Performanslar1 acisindan da 6zel
sektorde calisanlar daha ¢ok etkilenmektedir. Arastirmanin sonucuna gore, kurum tiirti degiskeni ile mesleki
tiikenmislik H8(b) ve performans H8(c) acisindan hipotez red edilmekle birlikte is tiikenmisligi H8(a) acisindan
isgoren performansi arasinda p=,000 diizeyinde anlaml1 bir farklilasmanin oldugu goriilmustiir. Dolayistyla H8a
hipotezi yeterli kanitla desteklenmistir.

Sonug olarak; 8gretmenlerin is tiikenmisligi ve mesleki tiikenmislik diizeylerinin performanslari tizerine etkilerine
bakildiginda, is ve mesleki ttikenmislik diizeyleri ile isgéren performanslar1 arasinda r=-,592 siddetinde bir
iliskinin oldugu, bu iliski siddetinin isgoren performansi tizerinde is tiikenmislik diizeyinin %32 (r2=,328), mesleki
tiikenmislik diizeyinde ise, % 35 (r2=,350) kadar bir etkisi arastirma sonuglarinda goriilmiistiir.. Ozetle;
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Hipotez Kabul/Red

H1: Is Tiikenmisligi (a) ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik (b) diizeyleri ile isgoren performansi arasinda iliski vardir.
Kabul

H2: Is Tiikenmisligi (a) ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik (b) diizeylerinin isgéren performansi izerinde etkisi vardir.
Kabul

H3: Yas degiskeni acisindan (a) Is Tiikenmisligi, (b) Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyleri ve (c) isgoren performansi
arasinda anlamli bir farklilik vardir. Kabul

H4: Cinsiyet degiskeni agisindan (a) Is Tiikenmisligi ve (b) Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyleri ve (c) isgoren
performansi arasinda anlamli bir farklilik vardir. Red

H5: Brans degiskeni acisindan (a) Is Tiikenmisligi ve (b) Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyleri ve (c) isgoren performanst
arasinda anlaml bir farklilik vardir. Kabul

H6: Idari gorev degiskeni agisindan (a) Is Tiikenmisligi ve (b) Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyleri ve (c) isgoren
performansi arasinda anlamli bir farklilik vardir. Kabul

H7: Kidem degiskeni agisindan (a) Is Tikenmisligi ve (b) Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyleri ve (c) isgoren
performansi arasinda anlamli bir farklilik vardir. Kabul

H8: Caligilan kurum tiirii degiskeni agisindan (a) Is ve (b) Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyleri ve (c) isgoren
performansi arasinda anlaml: bir farklilik vardir. H8a Kabul

Ayrica bu konu ile ilgili calisma yapacak arastirmacilara yonelik olarak da su dnerilerde bulunulabilir:

1. Ogretmenlerin Is Titkenmislik ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyleriile i@g(’jren Performansi arasindaki iligki cesitli
bolgelerde ve illerde farklilik arz edebilecegi igin, baska il/iller/bolgelerde de arastirilabilir.

2. Ogretmenlerin s Tiikenmislik ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyleri ile Isgoren Performansi ve motivasyonlari
arasindaki iligki tizerinde bu tarz bir arastirma yapilabilir.

3. Ogretmenlerin Is Tiikenmislik ve Mesleki Tiikenmislik diizeyleri ile Isgoren Performansi arasindaki iliskide
stres faktoriiniin aracilik rolii acisindan incelenebilir.

Beyan Makalenin tiim yazarlarinin makale siirecine verdikleri katki esittir. Yazarlarin bildirmesi gereken herhangi
bir cikar catismas: yoktur. Bu arastirmada kullanilan verilerin toplanabilmesi i¢in gerekli olan etik kurul izin
belgesi Bagkent Universitesi Etik Kurulu 15.09.2022 tarihi ve 17162298.600-219 say1 numarast ile alinmustir.
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Nature As a Site of Balance and A Source of Poetic Material
in Joseph Skipsey’s Poems

Joseph Skipsey’nin Siirlerinde Bir Denge Alani ve Poetik Malzeme
Kaynagr Olarak Doga

Oz

Derin sosyo-ekonomik doniistimlerin etkisinde ve farkli yazinsal ses ve perspektiflerin esliginde
gelisen Victorya donemi siiri, zamanin ©6nde gelen isimlerinin yami sira, cesitli meslek
gruplarindan adlar1 pek duyulmamis ¢ok sayida isci sairin siirlerini de icine alir. Cogu kendini
yetistirmis bu sairler zorlu calisma kosullarinda yazinsal bakislarint bicimlendirmisler, 6tekiler
kadar estetik degeri yiiksek siirler yazamasalar da yasadiklar1 diinyay1 yogun bir duyarlilik ve
icten bir dille yansitmislardir. Onlardan biri de yasaminin biiyiik boliimiinii yedi yasinda girdigi
komiir madenlerinde geciren Northumberlandli kémiir iscisi Joseph Skipsey (1832-1903) dir.
Onun siirlerinde yoresinin toplumsal pratikleri ile kiilttirel kodlarinin izleri agik bigcimde goriiliir.
Tasrada yasamasi ilk bakista Skipsey'nin dogaya oldukca yakin durdugunu distindiirtse de
onunla iligkisi sasirtict bicimde daraltilmis bir cercevede varlik bulur ve balad ve song gibi
geleneksel anlati tiirlerinin smirlari icinde kalir. Bu calisma Viktorya dénemi Ingiltere’sinin sosyo-
ekonomik kosullarinda bir madenci sairin siirlerinde doga ile iliskisinin mahiyetini ortaya
koymay1 amaglamaktadir. Calismanin temel savi, Skipsey'nin dogay1 yticeltilen bir varliklar
biitiinii olarak degil, bir denge alan1 ve bireysel duygularin, insan iligkilerinin ve madencilerin
yasam gerceklerinin anlatiminda basvurdugu bir poetik malzeme kaynagi olarak kullandigidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Viktorya Dénemi Siiri, Joseph Skipsey, Komiir Madenciligi, Madenci Sair,
Doga

Abstract

Victorian poetry, which developed under the influence of profound socio-economic
transformations and in company with diverse literary voices and perspectives, includes the poems
of the leading figures of the period as well as those of many little-known labouring poets from
various professional groups. These poets, most of whom were self-educated, forged their literary
perspectives under harsh working conditions, and although they could not write poems with high
aesthetic value like the others, they reflected the world they lived in with an intense sensitivity
and a sincere language. One of them was the Northumbrian collier Joseph Skipsey (1832-1903),
who spent most of his life in the coal mines he entered at seven. In his poems, the traces of
communal practices and cultural codes of his region are clearly seen. Even if his living in the
country might evoke at first glance that Skipsey is quite close to nature, his relations with it
surprisingly exist in a narrowed framework and remain within the confines of traditional narrative
forms such as ballad and song. This study aims to reveal the essence of a collier poet’s relationship
with nature in his poems within the socio-economic conditions of Victorian England. The main
argument of the study is that Skipsey uses nature not as a glorified unity of beings, but as a site of
balance and a source of poetic material he refers to in narrating individual emotions, human
relations and the realities of miners’ life.

Keywords: Victorian Poetry, Joseph Skipsey, Coal mining, Collier Poet, Nature
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Introduction

Historically, the second half of the 19th century witnessed some great socio-political and economic transformations
that occurred as a result of the Industrial Revolution. Britain grew to be the most industrial and trading country
of the period and relatively became a prosperity island. This rapid and sharp change expanding in line with the
new paradigms also deeply affected literature, along with other disciplines. It is possible to see the marks of that
influence in the works of labouring-class poets who tried to survive under difficult conditions in a region far from
the political centre. Despite being deprived of privileges and opportunities most of the leading figures of the
Victorian period had, they were able to create their own voices and find a way to represent their communities.

Highlighting that a tradition of labouring-class poetry was quite common by 1860, Goodridge writes that the
research group led by him has discovered 1,420 labouring-class poets in England and Ireland between 1700 and
1900, more than half of whom created their works in the second half of the 19th century (2005: 531). Given the fact
that there might be some others they have missed out, labouring-class had great interest in poetry during those
years. Unfortunately, most of them did not find the chance to receive a good education as the inevitable corollary
of their social and financial situations. They invented distinctive poetic and intellectual voices peculiar to
themselves in a meagre milieu as self-educated individuals, which makes them quite worthy.

The Northumbrian collier Joseph Skipsey (1832-1903), who spent almost fifty years in coal mines where he began
working at the age of seven, was “one of the last flowerings of working-class poetry in the century” (Armstrong,
1996: 390). He told the difficulties and dangers of coal mining by using the poetic forms of local culture such as
ballad and song, and depicted the simplicity, sincerity and inside facts of a community out of the periphery of the
artificial and pragmatist metropolitan mindset. In doing so, he acted as a natural participant of that lifestyle rather
than being an observer watching his locale and people from outside. To put it in Bunting’s words, “he is inside
the pit village, part of it, and but for a certain dignity of bearing, we might say he was the village itself composing”
(1976: 14).

Undoubtedly, it is not something to be expected from a collier poet to view the outer world from the perspective
of the others. Since Skipsey lived in the country, he was closer to nature, but his job allowed him to see the daylight
only during holidays and long summer days. Therefore, his relation with nature, which he created in an
environment where spatial and temporal restrictions were intertwined, is worth examining. This study, by trying
to develop a perspective through the socio-economic realities of Victorian age, aims to investigate how nature
looks like from the eyes of the collier poet Joseph Skipsey and to reveal its functions in his poems. The study first
summarizes the 19th century coal mining activities in a historical context to ground the problem, and then discusses
Skipsey’s approach to nature by focusing on his poems written during the great transformation caused by the
Industrial Revolution. Its main argument is that Skipsey uses nature as a means of balance for the tensions between
the underground and aboveground, and as a source of poetic material he refers to in narrating personal emotions,
human relations and the facts about the miners’ life.

Coal mining and English Labouring-Class Poetry in the 19t Century

The Industrial Revolution played an important role in the transformation of the established order and traditional
paradigm in England of the Victorian age. It is known that the steam engine at the core of the mechanization
process which made life easier and faster was one of the factors that triggered this revolution. In fact, the steam
engine, “originally developed as a mining technology” (Keegan, 2008: 5), was designed to pump water out of coal
mines in the early 18th century, and it spread to the whole country in a very short time due to the intense demand
it received.

Both the use of steam engine in a wide network extending from agriculture to industry and the increase in the
need for iron required in the manufacturing of machines such as ships and trains made coal mines extremely
valuable. Until then, wood was at the centre of almost all things, including lighting and heating, but it was replaced
by coal when failed to meet the potential activated by the Industrial Revolution. Thus, coal described by P. W.
Sheafer as the “monarch of the modern industrial world” (as cited in Miller, 2021: 11) went beyond being a
powerful alternative to wood and became one of the driving forces behind the revolution.

The economy of the past, which had been largely based on agriculture, shifted to different areas thanks to the
technological opportunities provided by coal, and the land lost its centrality after leaving its place to the demands
of the new world. As More points out, “in an economic sense, coal was ‘land” and thus the use of coal gave Britain
a supply of new land” (2000: 16). In this context, coal mining played an important role in the great progress and
prosperity of Britain in the 19th century.
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The fact that coal was extracted easier and brought into use more cheaply than any other countries was one of the
main reasons behind Britain’s economic growth and its being the world’s first major coal producer. The north-east
coast, where coal seams were exposed to the erosive effects of the North Sea, offered many opportunities to the
mine owners concerning the total costs. The coal mines in Northumberland, Durham and the Firth of Forth were
more developed than those inland because of their proximity to the ports (McCormick, 1979: 1). The strong
commercial relations with London undoubtedly had a large share in this:

The North-East is a distinctive area of England, covering the historical counties of Durham and Northumberland. The
most populous town (now city) in the region is Newcastle-upon-Tyne; a port town that sits on the north bank of the Tyne,
opposite the smaller settlement of Gateshead, and that is located just over 8 miles from the North Sea. These towns once
enjoyed strong maritime and mercantile links to other east coast port towns such as Peterhead, Berwick-upon-Tweed and
Whitby. The shipping of coal was a major part of the town's economic life. Collier fleets travelled up and down the east
coast to supply a rapid expanding London with “black diamonds” hewn from mines in the Tyneside hinterland (Gilchrist,
2016: 30).

The high demand for coal required a significant increase in the number of pitmen, but as they could not find
enough adults, women and children were also employed. More writes that 50,000 labourers in 1800 and 100,000
in 1830 were employed in the coal mines in Britain (2000: 54). According to Kernot, the mining areas drew about
500,000 people from the countryside of England and Wales between 1841 and 1901; as of 1851, 216,000 men and
3,000 women were working in the mines of the country (2000: 13). It should be noted that these figures include a
large number of girls and boys aged six to seven working up to fourteen or sixteen-hours a day for low wages.
According to the “First Report of the Commissioners on the Employment of Children (1842)”, one of the most
important parliamentary inquiries for the state of coal mines in Britain, of the 12,235 people working in forty-six
collieries and several other small pits in Northumberland and Durham, 2,218 were boys between the ages of 13-
18 and 1,514 under 13 (Winstanley, 2000: 53). Fish writes that children were of great value for they supported their
family economy, and that there were even some jokes about the widows with many kids who were offered
marriage at their husbands’ funerals (1974: 30).

Under such circumstances, as the dependence on coal gradually increased, the colliers became key figures for the
country’s economy. They commonly developed an introverted social order in small mining villages and managed
to create a culture of their own. Such villages, unlike the others, were not the living sites of the communities created
naturally in the course of time, but rather the units designed and established pursuant to a certain need and mostly
belonged to the owners of the pits. To establish the villages usually around isolated spots near the mines enabled
employers perpetually to meet the need of labour force; actually, there were hardly any alternatives to work in
such collier-centred districts.

On the other hand, it should be noted that there was a very serious sense of solidarity and interdependence among
the members of mining communities as a corollary of living together for a long time. This unity allowed them to
create their own literature. The north-eastern coal miners had a long-standing literary tradition, and composing
songs, poems, and dialogues had been an integral part of it since the 17th century (Vicinus, 1974: 61). For example,
Tyneside, an area in northeast England, was the site of songs in the local dialect in the 19th century. Those songs
often about pitmen, and keelmen who transported coal in the Tyne River with boots known as keels contain
important clues for the labouring class identity and solidarity of that region (Hermeston, 2017: 281).

Beside all these points, the underground disasters caused by explosion, fire, water-flooding, suffocating gases etc,
mostly due to inadequate safety measures and poor working conditions, became indispensable subjects for local
literature. Joseph Skipsey (1832-1903), Thomas Wilson (1773-1858), Thomas Blackah (1828-1895), Richard Watson
(1833-1891), George Ridley (1835-1864), Joe Wilson (1841-1875) and Tommy Armstrong (1848-1920) were some of
the poets who included those disasters in their verses in traditional forms. In doing so, they also made contact
with nature to a certain extent. However, this contact was not deep and intense enough to make them poets of
nature. Yet, it is undeniably clear that their poems carry some clues about the socio-economic and even political
and cultural reality surrounding their locales. In short, the collier poets used nature to reflect the realities of the
life flowing in and beyond the mines and enriched their narratives with the images they found there.

The Collier Poet Joseph Skipsey

Joseph Skipsey was only four months old when his father, an overman at Percy Main Colliery villages, was shot
dead while trying to break up a fight between the striking pitmen and the constables. At the age of seven, he
started to work in the colliery to support his family as a trapper-boy whose duty was “to regulate the ventilation

ETUSBED- Sayi 17- DOI: 10.29157/etusbed.1312417



83

by opening and shutting a door when wagons passed through for sixteen hours a day” (Bunting, 1976: 8). After
his twenty, Skipsey also worked as a railwayman in London, a schoolmaster in a colliery village, a sub-librarian
at the Newcastle Literary and Philosophical Society, a porter at Armstrong College, and a custodian at the
birthplace of Shakespeare in Stratford-upon-Avon, but he never felt himself comfortable in any of them and each
time returned to the coal mines.

Skipsey did not have the opportunity to go to school; he learned to read and write on his own in the darkness of
the underground.! Beginning with Milton’s Paradise Lost, his literary readings ranged from William Shakespeare
to Robert Burns, from German romantics Heinrich Heine and Johann Wolfgang von Goethe to Homer and Virgil.
Tait writes that, beside all those works, Skipsey internalized and memorized the ballads and popular songs sung
by the adult colliers underground and carried that music into his poetry (2016: 136). Indeed, he was deeply
attached to the literary tradition of his locale in which he was born, and talked about both his feelings and the life
around the coalfields. Yeats, therefore, describes him as “an Englishman who was a true specimen of the tribe”
(1989: 10) and finds in him the embodiment of a poet devoted to his land (Tait, 2016: 140).

However, it should be noted that, in his later poems, that bond gradually weakened. He went beyond the themes
provided by the mining milieu by refusing to be tagged as a “pit-poet” and had an emotional and intellectual
break from his locale. Klaus attributes this new penchant to his discovery of a congenial style he had been after
for a long time (1985: 76). In acquiring that style, specifically after the publication of his A Book of Miscellaneous
Lyrics (1878), he entered the London-based literary market under the patronage of the Pre-Raphaelites, and moved
away from authenticity and lost his sense of community (Maidment, 1987: 327). Writing on his later poems Bunting
asserts that there “Skipsey abandons the life he knew for a life he saw only distorted and on paper” (1976: 14). He
preferred what he discovered to what he had.

Yet, Skipsey did not owe his reputation completely to the Pre-Raphaelites because he had been already known, at
least in his locale, before he met them. After all, as Goodridge emphasizes, the reason why he found a place in
Victorian anthologies was not his philosophically ambitious late poems which he seriously studied on, but the
short domestic products of his early career (2005: 541). In those simple lyrics, he trenchantly narrates the emotional
cost of coal mining on families and the essence of family relations. Accordingly, “Get Up” reflects the psychology
of a pitman on his way to the colliery in a quite touching way through the image of the door of his cottage that he
might not open again; “Mother Wept” blends the eagerness of a boy who is about to start working in the pits and
the sadness of his parents who cannot stop worrying about their son, and “Willy to Jinny” reveals the voice of a
young man who entered the mines at the age of seven and now dreams of his marriage. Watson states that if
Skipsey had not written anything, such poems depicting pitman’s life in a realistic way would be enough to
remember him (1909: 32). There is “sympathy and understanding for the miners” plight” (Keegan, 2011: 184) there,
and he uses nature as a site of balance and a source of poetic material to reflect it.

Nature as a Site of Balance and a Source of Poetic Material

Despite varying in depth and intensity, all romantic poets devoted a large place to nature as a central element in
their works which contain traces of the literary forms of the past. Stafford emphasises this fact and states that the
Romantic period was actually “an age of experimentation as well as revival” (2012: 100), in that it looked to the
present and the future while making connections with the past and revived the forms practised by the old masters.
The case was almost similar in Victorian poetry, which developed in the context of romantic movement. Although
its poetics attempted to distance itself from the romantic tradition, the early Victorian poets inevitably remained
within it. Christ draws attention to this point and argues that if the second generation of romantic poets had not
died so young, there would not have been a deep and sharp sense of division between the two groups (2002: 2).
Knoepflmacher, on the other hand, underlines that Victorian literature was partially disassociated from the
expressions of some of the mysteries of nature, but it continued to use its symbolic representations and sometimes
sacramental meanings within a quite different natural order highlighted by the scientific progress (1977: xxi).
Unlike the romantics who focused on each entity, sound and image, the Victorians had a more objectified view of
nature. Replacing with the former view, it developed in line with the studies of natural scientists.

Joseph Skipsey’s poetry cannot be regarded either entirely in parallel with these main veins or apart from them. It
contains traces of both periods. He has a deep commitment to his locale and is tightly linked with the ballad and

1 Although much progress was made compared to the previous centuries, illiteracy was still a big problem in the 19th century. Vincent
notes that the literacy rates in England at that time were below European average and in 1805 almost 40% of males and 58 % of females
were considered illiterate, but in 1900 these rates decreased 2% for men and 3% for women (2000: 9-10).
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song tradition which is widely used in romantic poetry. However, he does not have any discussions about what
nature is and where it stands in human life. From this perspective, nature is far from being the centre of his poetry.
It is neither the lost paradise of the pastorals nor the site of raw materials to be processed but a source that
surrounds the collier poet and provides him with opportunities to describe his inner world and communal
relations.

Furthermore, Skipsey’s poetry does not have a riot of colours; rather, there is a deep dullness in its general view.
Although some of his poems contain joy and happiness, a pessimistic tone prevails after a while. His approach to
nature is a reaction to the hard conditions in which he lived and the dark atmosphere of the job he did. An echo
from nature which signifies personal feelings is heard there, but this echo also carries the characteristics and
imperatives of the pit community. As Dent aptly puts it, “Skipsey is both a unique voice and a voice of a
community” (2000: 158), in that he becomes a spokesman for the colliers while expressing his own privacy.

Skipsey tries to balance the life in coal mines which evokes death, grief and sorrow with the light of the
aboveground, and builds a bridge between them. Thus, love as a manifestation of ancient feelings and passions,
and the courtship which is “the miners’ [...] great life affirming adventure” (Grieco, 1993: 267-268) become means
for the collier to reach serenity against the harsh conditions of the underground. In this respect, they have an
encompassing and healing potential. Describing such moods, Skipsey “hosts” nature as a complementary of
miners’ life. He “hosts” it because nature does not play the leading role in his poems. Relevant expressions which
consist largely of tangential references do not form the essence but are interspersed among the lines.

Bunting is of the opinion that Skipsey was quite close to the anonymous ballad and folksong singers, but also had
relations with romantic poets like Robert Burns, who masterfully used the traditions of his locale, and he placed
himself somewhere between them (1976: 14). Indeed, his poetic trajectory bears striking similarities with that of
the Scottish poet in terms of giving voice to the collective attitudes and practices. For Skipsey, Burns expresses the
turmoil, triumph, sorrow and joy through his local dialect enriched with proverbs and old sayings, reflects the
history and characteristics of his community and revives the memories and emotions that bound them to their
homes (1885). While talking about Burns’ poetry, he speaks of his own, as it were:

He seldom attempted description of inanimate nature on its own account, but as a setting to some sentiment or action;
and beautiful as his descriptions of this kind are, they yet seldom possess the interest with which he is almost always able
to invest the latter. In the beauty or sublimity of the seasons, with their variety of landscape, he undoubtedly felt a delight;
but the centre of his interest as a poet lies in his humanity, and in his inimitable description of the manners and customs
of his people, of passion and sentiment, and of human action. Many of these have the verisimilitude of photographs; but
then they are vivified and illumined by a fire and a light which no more photograph ever possessed, or ever can (Skipsey,
1885).

Skipsey was, of course, not as great and accomplished a poet as Burns, but he shared similar sensibilities and
followed a similar poetic path as a true admirer of the Scottish poet. In his poems, the entities in nature are usually
personified to exemplify human relations and are used as references to express the bond between lovers. This is
evident in some of his ballads and songs in which he turns to traditional recipes to describe their physical
appearances. Accordingly, the cheeks of the girl are compared to an apple as in “Mary of Crofton” (1892: 6), the
breasts of a woman to “two hillocks of new-driven snow” as in “The Toast” (1892: 86), and the girl who has turned
into a monument of sadness in “Young Fanny” is said to be quite cheerful and as sweet as a lily in the past (1892:
14). Likewise, in “The Merry Bee”, love is described as the bee’s flying to collect nectar from the flower, but this
time the flower is in the lady’s bosom. The bee actually does what the speaker wants to do; it is, in a sense, the
poetic expression of his desires:

A golden bee a-cometh

O’er the rigid, glassy rigid,

And a merry tale he hummeth

In my ear.

How he seized and kist a blossom,
From its tree, thorny tree,

Pluck’d and placed in Annie’s bosom,
Hums the bee! (Skipsey, 1892: 105)
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Nature has always been an important source for the figurative language of poetry and has existed as a rich site of
similes. The lady’s bosom is only one of them; the pleasure of love and the scheme of things in nature are here
brought together to create “a vehicle for describing human emotions” (Vicinus, 1974: 151). The poet, thus, finds a
path from the outer world to his inner world.

In fact, Skipsey mostly gets into contact with nature through flowers and birds. They are all used to express
emotions, human relations and harsh conditions of mines. In other words, nature becomes “a treasure house of
symbols for the human psychic state” (Vicinus, 1974: 157). In “The Violet and the Rose”, the speaker caught by
two jealous flowers tries to please them, and when he finds it impossible, he mixes them together to end their
conflict. He tears the violet and rose from their beds, so the poem opened with joy ends with sorrow:

The Violet invited my kiss,

I kiss’d it and called it my bride;
“Was ever one slighted like this?”
Sighed the Rose as it stood by my side.

My heart ever open to grief,

To comfort the fair one I turned;

“Of fickle ones thou art the chief!”

Frown’d the Violet, and pouted and mourned.

Then to end all disputes, I entwined

The love-stricken blossoms in one;

But that instant their beauty declined,

And I wept for the deed I had done! (Skipsey, 1892: 40)

Tait reads this poem in the context of the loss of innocence and the destruction of beauty. According to him, the
poet, who distorts and subverts pastoral images by personifying flowers, treats the rose which is the symbol of
purity and love, and the violet of faithfulness or modesty, within the theme of original sin and codifies them as
beings that have surrendered to lust and jealousy (2018: 179-180). Focusing on Paradise Lost, he argues that the
poem presents the reader with an Edenic world where Satan tempted Eve, and reminding that Milton mentions
violets twice in his masterpiece, he claims that in both cases the flower is associated with Satan or it represents the
Fall. For him, instead of the faithful violet of tradition, Skipsey uses the Miltonic violet to undermine pastoral
associations and to produce a symbol of temptation (2018: 184-185).

However, reading the poem directly related with nature, it is also possible to assert that the speaker’s intention is
to multiply the beauty by blending flowers together. Unfortunately, he has plucked them from their roots and
made them to fade. What he has done causes the decline of beauty. The cry of the speaker is because he realizes
this truth. Furthermore, his sorrow carries an echo of the difficulties of life around collieries. Even though Skipsey
does not overtly express it, that negative undercurrent is always there. The rose and violet are to alleviate the
insidious pessimistic mood in all respects. In fact, Skipsey’s opening his poem to flowers as the symbols of beauty,
to a certain extent, underlines his passion to escape the darkness he is physically in and to reach the lightness
imaginatively he wants to be.
Skipsey is hardly fascinated by the beauty of an object or a view in nature. Moreover, he does not have such a
desire and involve in such a quest. He knows beauty; he somehow touches it, but never sees it as an essential goal
to be attained. As Wilde puts it, “[b]eauty with him seems to be an unconscious result rather than a conscious aim”
(1908: 125). This result is delicate and vulnerable and is open to external effects, which makes beauty fragile. “The
Butterfly”, one of his most powerful poems that reflects the relationship between man and nature, is a sound
example of this fragility. It is about a child who rejoices after catching a butterfly, but cries when he notices that it
has died in the palm of his hand:

The butterfly from flower to flower

The urchin chased; and, when at last,

He caught it in my lady's bower,
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He cried, “Ha, ha!” and held it fast.

Awhile he laugh’d; but soon he wept,

When, looking at the prize he’d caught,

He found he had to ruin swept

The very glory he had sought (Skipsey, 1892: 32).

Bringing the child and the butterfly together strengthens the emphasis on innocence and beauty. His desire to
catch it is because he wants to touch that beauty. The bee that has landed on the lady’s bosom in “The Merry Bee”
is replaced here by a butterfly flying from flower to flower. As known, like butterflies, innocence and beauty are
short-lived and transient. This transience coincides with the poet’s view reminiscent of the idea of carpe diem and
the desire of being with the beloved against the brevity of life and the gloom of mines. The heart affairs of the
speaker carry a childlike enthusiasm and sensitivity, in that as the beloved runs, he will chase her. The death of
the butterfly is equated with the loss of lady’s chastity. There occurs a destructive end after the transformation of
life into death and love into sexuality. If the lady’s bower is an Edenic garden, it can be said that sadness that
appears after the absence of the butterfly denotes the emotional and spiritual fall of the colliers from the
aboveground to the underground.

Blending life and death, joy and grief, or happiness and sadness, Skipsey juxtaposes opposite aspects of life to stay
true to reality and balance the negative atmosphere of collieries. For him, poetry should open itself to all facts in
a world where the colour of the sky changes and roses have thorns, and the poet should express even the
unpleasant things in his works to be faithful to the realist framework (Skipsey, 1885). The balance Skipsey strikes
between the coal world and the natural world, and the transition between the two, is also revealed in “The Moth”,
a poem about a flying insect revolving around the candlelight. The light is the moth’s beautiful love for whom he
risks his life and his happiest moment is the moment he stays closest to her:

Tonight a gilded moth took wing,

And round-a-round yon wax-light flew;
And, while his flight did her enring,

He nearer to the dazzler drew.

“So fair art thou,” he cried, “to view,

I'd die upon thy lips to feed;”

And so must snatch a kiss and rue

Ah, he was murder’d for the deed! (Skipsey, 1892: 85)
On symbolic level, the ‘moth’ evokes the miners clustering around the candlelight in the darkness of the
underground. Given that Skipsey’s shift mostly started before dawn and ended after sunset, and that he spent his
days without seeing daylight except on Sundays and long summer days, the relation of the moth with the light in
the dark can be said to symbolise miners’ life. As the ‘moth” draws closer to death when he heads for light, so does
the miner walk towards death in the colliery. As the “moth’, having witnessed the deaths of many of his own
species, cannot hold himself back from the fire that will burn him, the miner does not stay away from pits to make
his living, even though he is aware of the dangers. Thus, the sorrow and grief that overshadow the poem blend
the aboveground with the meanings signified by the underworld.
There is a similar case in “The Stars are Twinkling”. The poem is narrated from the point of view of a collier who
is on his way to the pit for his night shift. The darkness of the coal mine is paired with the darkness of the night
and the pessimistic atmosphere reinforced by the black colour is balanced by the stars in the sky. Although the
speaker first focuses on the stars, then he turns his gaze to the gloom on earth:

The stars are twinkling in the sky,

As to the pit I go;

I think not of the sheen on high,

But of the gloom below.
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Not rest nor peace, but toil and strife,
Do there the soul enthral;

And turn the precious cup of life

Into a cup of gall (Skipsey, 1886: 90).

Commenting on this poem, Tait points out that the miner is not concerned with the beauty of the stars but with
the dangerous world he is about to enter. For him, although the opening line seems to evoke a child’s lullaby, “the
darkness Skipsey brings is not the unconsciousness of sleep but of death” (2018: 191). The fragility of beauty is
once again emphasised here, albeit implicitly, and birth and death, joy and sadness are replaced in the mind of the
miner suspended between the two worlds.

To put it simply, Skipsey’s poems oscillates between opposite moods and directions. The reader is invited to
descend into the world of coal and see how the darkness of the underground affects and shapes the aboveground.
In both cases, his poetic voice is extremely sincere, impressive and encompassing. As Wilde aptly puts it, “[he] can
find music for every mood, whether he is dealing with the real experiences of the pitman or with the imaginative
experiences of the poet” (1908: 125). The elements in nature such as flowers, butterflies, birds and stars used in the
composition of this music are not special beings with distinct intrinsic values, but representatives of a species. In
the poet’s world, the particular enters into the general and becomes part of a voice that emphasises a wider scope.
Such beautiful and alluring beings personified in the relationship between man and nature represent the coal
miners, and are thus used as means in narrating their world.

Conclusion

Skipsey is definitely not a nature poet. He does not move on a wide green net like the romantics who have been
closely identified with nature. Sometimes, he is interested in the natural beauties, but in doing so, he avoids
detailed descriptions. His relation with nature is quite limited, almost confined to a few trees, birds and flowers.
Further, many common traditional images, such as mountains, are either barely used or not mentioned at all in
his poems. Within this restricted context, nature stands out as a source of poetic material exploited to contribute
to the development of the narrative. It is a site where the figurative language devices are created and the home of
beings used in the slight description of emotions, in the depiction of human relations and in the expression of
social realities.

Skipsey, who spent most of his life underground, is expected to establish a strong bond with the aboveground.
But as stated, his relation with it is quite simple and loose. He uses nature as a counterbalance to the negative
connotations of death, sadness and tragedy associated with collieries. That is, he tries to compensate for the
darkness of the pits with the vitality and light of nature. However, he surrenders, albeit implicitly, to the realities
of his job in his search for that balance. Some of his poems start with joy and happiness supported by flowers and
birds but end in sadness with a sudden sorrowful change. This shows that he takes a pessimistic mindset shaped
in or around the mines with him wherever he goes. Traces of that world are hidden somewhere even in his
seemingly unrelated poems and occur there as an undercurrent.

All in all, since Skipsey lived in a region where spatial and temporal dynamics were restricted and intertwined,
he was not able to develop a sound relationship with nature. The imperatives of socio-economic transformations
caused by the Industrial Revolution and the communal and cultural structure of his locale also had a role in this
loose commitment. In other words, he did not have a high level of intellectual and imaginative intimacy with
nature, as his priority was to provide for his family, cope with financial problems and fill the emotional and
spiritual void arisen from the dark and dangerous world of coal mines. Therefore, nature does not hold the centre
of Skipsey’s poetry. He hosts it through some insufficiently enriched images. It exists within the confines of
traditional poetic forms and is used as a source of poetic material to express the individual emotions, human
relations and the difficulties in miners’ life, and as a site to balance the darkness of the underground.
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Glass Production and Use in Ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt
and Anatolia

Eski Mezopotamya, Misir ve Anadolu’da Cam Uretimi ve
Kullanim

Oz

Eskicag toplumlar1 ve devletleri, nadir bulunan ve tiretimi ustalik gerektiren materyalleri ve
irtinleri oldukca degerli bir konuma yerlestirerek kullanmislardir. Ik tiretim merkezinin Eski
Mezopotamya oldugu diistiniilen cam da {iretim zorlugu ve nadir bulunurlugu sebebiyle, ilk
olarak Eski Mezopotamya daha sonrasinda Eski Misir ve Eski Anadolu’da oldukga ¢nemli bir
konuma yerlestirilmistir. Cam ilk asamada, boncuklar, késeler, vazolar ve siseler olmak tizere
gesitli tirtin modellerinin tiretimin de kullamilmistir. Yapilan calismalar, cam kullaniminin her ne
kadar Eski Mezopotamya toplumunun tamamina yayilmis oldugunu gostermis olsa da, iceriginde
kaliteli cam orami ytiksek olan tirtinlerin daha ¢ok toplumdaki seckinler tarafindan kullanildig:
anlasilmaktadir. Eski Misir toplumunda ise, cam tam anlamiyla yiiksek ziimrede bulunan
insanlarin kullandig1 bir materyal olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Eski Mezopotamya ve Misir
medeniyetlerinde, dnemli bir emtia olarak kabul edilen camin tiretimi ihracat1 ve ithalati siyasal
otoritenin tekelinde bulunmaktaydilar. Ayrica ¢ivi yazili metinlerden 6grenildigi kadariyla
devletleraras1 diplomaside gerceklestirilen hediyelesmelerde camdan imal edilmis tirtinler 6nemli
bir yer tutmaktaydi. Bu calismada ¢ivi yazili metinler ve arkeolojik bulgulardan hareketle Eski
Mezopotamya, Misir ve Anadolu uygarliklarinda cam varligina dair tespit ve degerlendirmelerde
bulunulacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Eski Mezopotamya, Eski Misir, Eski Anadolu, Cam, Cam Yapimu

Abstract

Ancient societies and states used rare and skilled materials and products, placing them in highly
valuable positions. Glass, which is thought to have been first produced in Ancient Mesopotamia,
was highly prized and held in important positions in Ancient Egypt and Ancient Anatolia due to
its difficulty in production and rarity. In the initial stages, glass emerged in various product
models such as glass beads, glass bowls, glass vases, and glass bottles. Although studies have
shown that the use of glass was widespread throughout Ancient Mesopotamian society, it was
understood that the products with high glass content were mainly used by the high-class people.
In Ancient Egyptian society, glass was considered a product for people of high class. In the
civilizations of Ancient Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt, the state monopolized the production
activities, export and import of glass by the dynasty. Glass was also exchanged as gifts between
states. When we look at the ancient Anatolian geography, it is understood that glass production
started in a later period compared to Ancient Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt, and its role in
society is not fully known.

Keywords: Ancient Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt, Ancient Anatolia, Glass, Glass Making
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Introduction

Human communities have developed different cultural and political understandings throughout history within
the framework of the physical and human conditions brought about by their geographical locations. In this
process, the ancient Mesopotamia region was frequented by many communities due to its important trade route
networks and fertile lands fed by the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. Each society that came to the region (Sumerians,
Semitics, Gutians, Kassites) brought their unique understanding of life to Mesopotamia and created a cultural
richness where local cultural elements and various issues fused. This cultural richness created close ties between
cities and states. Thanks to the close ties, the transfer of information between cities could also be ensured, so that
the developments occurring in any city in the Mesopotamia region could be transferred to other cities through
activities such as trade, population movements, and wars. One of these developments is the production of glass
and the use of products made of glass.

According to our current knowledge, glass was first manufactured in Mesopotamia. Glass, which was first
produced as simple transparent beads, continued its development as ornaments, daily used glass bowls, bottles,
tubes in which cosmetics were stored, and products used in rituals with the development of production
technology. Glassware, which has become a product that the upper echelons of society can obtain, has also become
a commercial material and one of the valuable gifts sent between states.

Apart from Ancient Mesopotamia, glass production and use were also present in the Ancient Egyptian civilization.
As a result of studies, it is understood that the Ancient Egyptian civilization reached glass production technology
later than Mesopotamia (Cinardali Karaaslan, 2013: 16; Loeben, Nolte, and Weethmaan, 2011: 12; Tastemur, 2013:
1). There is, however, one point that is not clear: the question of whether Mesopotamian societies used the same
tools and techniques in glassmaking as Egyptian societies or whether they had their own distinct traditions.
Studies on glass production in Egypt and Mesopotamia indicate that both regions employed similar methods for
glass production. However, despite the use of the same methods, there are regional differences between Egyptian
and Mesopotamian glass products (Shortland et al., 2007).

According to our current knowledge, glass production in Ancient Egypt started during the 18th Dynasty,
approximately 1500 BC. The Ancient Egyptian civilization, which was geographically surrounded by deserts and
far away from external factors, took steps to become a global power during the 18th Dynasty period. In parallel
with all these developments, the first activities related to glass in Ancient Egypt were also carried out during this
period (Cooney, 1960: 10-11; Nolte, 1971: 167).

Glass became a product of great interest to the society in the Ancient Egyptian civilization, and glass products
were valued as much as gold and silver. The production of these products was carried out under the control of
the political authority, and the products obtained became status items used by the elite in the society. Apart from
daily-use products, glass products were also used as a commercial material and took their place among the gifts
sent between states (Ertman, E. L, 2013: 13; Karageorghis, 1995: 76).

Another region that draws attention to the production and use of glass is Ancient Anatolia. It is thought that glass
production in this geography developed later compared to the ancient Mesopotamian and Egyptian civilizations.
However, some studies on this subject argue the opposite. As a result of excavations carried out in various regions,
especially in Bogazkoy (Hattusa) and Gordion, glass products were unearthed, and this situation revealed the
impression that glass production activities were also present in Ancient Anatolia (Cooney, 1960: 10-11;
Karageorghis, 1995: 76; Nolte, 1971: 167; Duncan Jones, 2005: 101; Tastemdir, 2018: 205).

Previous studies on the subject of this study have predominantly focused on localized evaluations. These
publications typically concentrate on Mesopotamia, Egypt, or Anatolia individually. Furthermore, these
publications primarily rely on archaeological findings as the basis for their evaluations. In contrast to these
previous works, our study takes a holistic approach by discussing the civilizations of Ancient Mesopotamia,
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Egypt, and Anatolia collectively, and comparing their similarities and differences. Additionally, our assessments
of archaeological discoveries are supported by quotations from cuneiform texts, thereby presenting a research
study that incorporates both written and unwritten evidence.

Glass Production and Use in Ancient Mesopotamia

Mesopotamia is an expression used to describe the region between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers, a large part of
which is within the borders of today's Iraq. In the historical process, communities from different regions, especially
from the Arabian Peninsula and Asia, migrated to this region. As a result of these migrations, people were
culturally mixed with each other. Every development in the Mesopotamia region gradually spread to the whole
region, and, as a result of excavations, similar cultural elements were revealed in different parts of Ancient
Mesopotamia. One of these similar cultural elements is glass production methods and products.

In the Near East, the oldest known faience materials are dated to the final phase of the Ubaid Period (5500-4000
BC) (Angelini, et al., 2019: 98). According to the data obtained from recent excavations, glass was first produced
in the form of transparent glaze in the 4th millennium BC (Tastemiir, 2017: 68). Although the history of objects
made of glass can be traced back to the 3rd millennium BC, the number and types of glass objects remained limited
until the 2nd millennium BC. One of the proofs of this idea is the cuneiform tablet obtained from the library of
Ashurbanipal. Information about glass production was found on the tablet obtained from the excavations.
Although the tablet was dated to the 1st millennium BC, later studies revealed that it was a copy of the original
tablet written in the 2nd millennium BC. This is one of the indicators that glass production activities in the Ancient
Mesopotamia region date back to the 2nd millennium BC (Coskun, 1997: 68; Dardeniz, 2019: 229; Luckner, 1994:
79; Memis, 2020: 5; Nicholson, 2007: 117).

In addition to the library of Ashurbanipal, a cuneiform tablet dated to the reign of the Babylonian king Gul-kishar
(1696-1690 BC) describing the production of colored glass and the content of the products produced, including
information about the furnaces used in glass production, was found near the present-day city of Baghdad. Apart
from this information, two terms related to the lapis lazuli stone, which is abundant in Mesopotamia, are
mentioned in this tablet. One of them is “natural”, and the other is “artificial”. It is understood from these terms
that glass is likened to the artificial form of lapis lazuli stone. Apart from these two texts that provide important
information about glass making and use, another tablet dating to the 1st millennium BC mentions glass making
as well as the rituals performed before the production begins. These texts and the information obtained from
archaeological findings show that glass production in Ancient Mesopotamia started earlier than in Egypt and
Anatolia (Eker, 2017: 16; Tastemtir, 2013: 1).

When we look at the stages of glass production, it is understood that sand, soda, and limestone were used as raw
materials, and these materials were processed by means of crucibles in the production centers established in
Eshnunna, Nineveh, Eridu, Tell Atchana, Tell el-Cudeyde, Dinkha Tepe, Nuzi, Tell el-Rimah, and Tell el-Fakkar
regions. According to the documents, there are three types of furnaces at different stages in these centers called
“bit kairi”. The first of these are the furnaces called kari $a abni. The second one is kiri $a siknat énatpel-8a, which
are cast furnaces with porous lower parts. The third furnace example is the lidded furnaces called Kari sa takkani.
The heat of these furnaces was provided by burning poplar logs in the first stages. However, the heat could not
be kept constant in this method. Due to the technical knowledge of the period and the use of poplar logs, the
furnaces could be raised to a maximum temperature of 1000-1100° degrees. However, 1500°C, which is necessary
for healthy glass production, could not be reached. For this reason, glass masters used soda to melt the material
and bring it into glass form (Eker, 2017: 17; Guindiiz, 2002: 35; Hasdemir-Kanyak, 2010: 107-108).

When we examine the techniques used in glass production, the first technique is the casting method. With this
method, the glass is melted in crucibles, poured into molds of the desired shape, compressed, and then the desired
product shape is obtained. The second method is based on the principle of shaping elasticized glass using a metal
rod. The first examples of this technique were uncovered during the excavations at Assur-Nuzi in the second half
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of the 15th century BC to the 14th century BC (Eker, 2017: 27-28; Tastemiir, 2013: 17-18). According to the
information obtained from the glass vessel found during the excavations in Alalakh, the earliest use of glass dates
back to around the 1500s BC (Barag, 1962: 19; Matsumura, 2020: 103-104). The mosaic glass bowl fragments
recovered from the 13th century BC level of the Alalakh (Tell Atchana) excavations are also significant examples
of this technique (Tastemdtir, 2013: 18). When we examine the materials made using the mosaic technique, a blue
bowl with a round mouth, and a deep bowl in which red, brown, green, and white colors are used together draw
attention. Another technique is based on gold engraving on glass. This technique is one of the indicators of the
status difference in the use of glass mentioned earlier. With this technique, high-value products were obtained by
making gold ornaments on transparent glass. Apart from these main methods used to produce artifacts from glass,
there are also Sandwich Gold Glass, Strip Mosaic, Lowering-Collapsing-Suspension, Lost-Wax, Glass Sagging,
Mould-Blown, Blowing Methods, etc. (Eker, 2017: 27-28; Tastemdir, 2013: 18-21; Tek, 2007: 154-155).

The glass vase, found in the city of Tell el-Rimah as a result of excavations and dated to approximately 1450 BC,
is the oldest known example of a glass vase in the Mesopotamia according to current knowledge (Giindiiz, 2002:
36). The main color of the vase is blue, but there are also yellow and white wavy motifs on it. According to current
knowledge, the process of creating colors on the vase and other glass products differs for each color. It was
determined that the glass, which was transformed into blue color using cobalt and copper oxide, was also
transformed into yellow color by using lead oxide. As a result of studies, it is thought that the motifs on the
glassware were created by means of an iron rod while the glass was not yet cooled. As a result of this production
process, the first examples of glass objects in Ancient Mesopotamia were produced in the form of transparent solid
beads. The glass rod fragments, dated to 2300 BC and unearthed in the excavations of the city of Eshnunna (Tell
Asmar), are among the first examples of production (Frankfort, 1934: 57-58). In the following period,
Mesopotamian glass masters were able to produce items such as jars, cylinder bottles, bowls, cups, and drinking
vessels by shaping the glass. Considering these products, it is evident that glass production technology developed
over time (Cinardali and Karaaslan, 2013: 34; Moorey, 1982: 30).

According to information obtained from cuneiform texts and archaeological findings, the use of glassware in
ancient Mesopotamian societies was not limited to a certain segment of society, but rather widespread. When
looking at findings from tombs dating back to the Middle Assyrian Kingdom period, it becomes apparent that
glassware was not only found in the tombs of high-class individuals but also in the tombs of low-income people
belonging to the lower strata. However, the amount of glass products unearthed in the graves of low-income
people was much less than that of high-income people, and the glass quality of the products varied significantly,
indicating a class difference within society. Furthermore, the glassware recovered from the graves of lower-class
individuals in the Ur excavations mainly comprised necklage beads. It is worth noting that these items were not
made of pure glass but instead were crafted from materials like faience or lapis. This disparity in the use of glass
indicates a distinction between the elites of society and the common people (Woolley, 1934: 370; Oppenheim,
1973b: 262; Cinardali - Karaaslan, 2013: 38; Zettler, 2020: 25). The expressions “The ploughmaster of the [palace] giv[es]
one glass of car[damom...]” and “One glass of cardamom [...] for the use of the chief confectioner of the palace.” in a text
dated to the Neo-Assyrian period have an important place in terms of showing that the use of glass occurred at
every level of society (SAA 1277:16, ii 16).

Apart from their daily use, glass products were also valued as an export item by the ancient Mesopotamian states.
As a result of excavations in Bogazkoy, it is thought that glass products were sent from Babylon to the Hittites.
Another use of glass products for the states of Ancient Mesopotamia was in the exchange of gifts between states.
It has been determined, through finds unearthed as a result of excavations in Gordion, that glass bowls were sent
as gifts from Assyria to the Phrygians. This is one of the most important indicators of the value given to glass
products (Oppenheim, 1973a: 264; Ozet, 1987: 591; Tastemiir, 2017: 71).

Another use of glass objects is in religious rituals. It has been observed that glassware was used in both large-scale
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religious ceremonies and individual worship, which may be considered as a sign of gratitude. The phrase, “When
you are to strew salt on the bread (and) the [glass ves]sel, [you say]: “May Nikkal accept, may Kidin[birbir listen]!” You
return and treat the gods.” found in a text dating to the Neo-Assyrian period, is significant in showing the use of
glassware in rituals (SAA 20 37: 20).

Glass Production and Use in Ancient Egypt

Ancient Egypt was a civilization that developed around the Nile basin and relied on the river for its livelihood.
Due to its geographical location, the Egyptian civilization remained isolated from external factors and had a
unique religious, cultural, military, and architectural structure compared to other communities of the time,
including Ancient Mesopotamia and Anatolia.

The history of Ancient Egypt was divided into historical periods: the Pre-Dynastic Period, Archaic Period, Old
Kingdom, First Intermediate Period, Middle Kingdom, Second Intermediate Period, New Kingdom, Third
Intermediate Period, and Late Period. These divisions were the result of political events experienced by the
civilization. The New Kingdom period marked a turning point for Ancient Egypt as it opened up to the outside
world in military, political, and commercial terms.

Until the New Kingdom period, Egyptian civilization was not influenced by external sources and continued to
develop in accordance with its geography. It developed its own materials and models in various fields such as
astronomy, mathematics, construction, medicine, and production. One such material and model was the
production and use of glass.

According to current knowledge, glass production in Ancient Egypt began after 1500 BC, which is a later period
compared to Ancient Mesopotamia. In fact, glass production in Ancient Egypt started in the 18th Dynasty period
according to the chronology of Ancient Egypt (Bianchi, 1983: 29; Nicholson, 2007: 1-3). One of the important
examples of glassware of this period is the scarabs. The glassy scarab dating to the time of Tuthmosis III (1479 -
1425 BC) and the scarab with granular and carved interior dating to the time of Amenhotep II (ca. 1427-1401 BC
or 1427-1397)are noteworthy examples of glass objects. These objects can be characterised as glassy faience
(Lilyquist and Brill, 1995: 9). Believed to possess magical powers and hold significant importance in religious
ceremonies, scarabs were also highly valued as commodities for export. These scarabs, often regarded as symbols
of luck and protection in other regions, were imported and replicated within Minoan and Mycenaean cultures.
Among these imported objects, a scarab that also served as a seal stands as the oldest known artifact of its kind
(Schlick-Nolte, et al., 2011: 37)

When analyzing glass production in ancient Egypt, it is observed that the production was completely monopolized
by the dynasty. During the reigns of Amenophis III (1390-1353 BC) and Amenophis IV (Akhenaton) (1353-1336
BC), glass production workshops were established in Malkata and Tell el-Amarna under the palace. Excavations
have revealed approximately 750 pieces of glass materials in Tell el-Amarna, and although the exact number is
unclear, it is believed that three or four glass production facilities were found. Additionally, two large glazing
workshops were discovered in these workshops. Apart from the cities of Malkata and Tell el-Amarna, it is known
that there were glass production workshops in the city of Qantir in the 13th century BC (Bower, 2005: 388;
Hasdemir and Kanyak, 2010: 109; Pusch and Rehren, 1999: 172; Vanthuyne, 2012/2013: 397).

Glass production in ancient Egyptian civilization was accomplished by melting materials such as iron oxide,
quartz sand, silica, lime, copper, and sand in crucibles made of terracotta in the aforementioned workshops.
Through studies conducted on the subject, it has been determined that there are some differences in the
proportions of these raw materials used in ancient Egypt compared to modern glass production. Specifically, the
silica and lime ratios were lower and the iron oxide ratio was higher than in modern glass production. The main
reason for this difference is related to the melting temperature. In glass production, materials are melted at 1500°C
and shaped into glass form. However, since it was not possible for the aforementioned melting pots to reach this
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temperature with the technology available during ancient Egyptian times, the proportions of the materials were
altered and the heating temperature was reduced to 1000°C to melt the raw materials into glass form.
Subsequently, the melted raw materials were rapidly cooled to obtain amorphous glass material, which could then
be shaped and utilized for various purposes. In the glass shaping stage, the object to be covered with glass is first
formed. The formed object is then attached to an iron rod and inserted into the melted glass in the melting pot,
and covered with glass. Afterwards, the model covered with glass is heated and rotated around its own axis to
obtain a smooth surface. Materials with motifs are made by adding motifs onto the hot glass with rod-like tools
and then rotating it. Apart from adding motifs, the material can also be shaped with iron rods while it is still hot.
These processes result in the production of various types of vases, ornaments, vessels, lamp vessels, hanging
lamps, various symbols, and beads. Additionally, glass figurines from the period of Amenophis III and a glass
mask made by removing the face print of Akhenaton were also unearthed as a result of excavations (Bianchi, 1983:
30; Giindiiz, 2002: 34; Hardwick, 2013: 117; Rehren, 2000).

Various products were obtained during the early periods of glass production and processing methods. However,
in the following periods, this process turned into three main production models. The first of these is the single-
handled circular jug and jug called oenochoe. These products were used for filling and transporting various
liquids. The second is the alabastron, a narrow, elongated bottle with a narrow head, which was formed by
compression with cylindrical tools, and these bottles were generally made to hold fragrances. The third vessel
form is the amphora, which has a wide body, a narrow neck, a pointed bottom, two handles, and a lid. These
materials, which were formed in the three different forms mentioned above, are generally blue in color and
decorated with various motifs. When we look at the reliefs and decorations on them, it is seen that festoon, palm
leaves, and monkey figures are used, although not frequently, with a wavy line structure made using yellow and
white colors (Eker, 2017: 41; Giind{iz, 2002: 253).

Various products were produced during the early stages of glass production and processing. However, over time,
this process evolved into three main production models. The first is the single-handled circular jug called
oenochoe, which was used for filling and transporting various liquids. The second is the alabastron, a narrow
elongated bottle with a small head that was created by compressing cylindrical tools, and these bottles were
typically made to hold fragrances. The third vessel form is the amphora, which has a wide body, a narrow neck, a
pointed bottom, two handles, and a lid. These items, which were crafted in the three different forms mentioned
above, are generally blue in color and decorated with various motifs. Upon examining the reliefs and decorations
on them, it is apparent that festan, palm leaves, and monkey figures are used, although not frequently, with a
wavy line structure created using yellow and white colors (Eker, 2017: 41; Giind{iz, 2002: 253).

These products, which were produced in ancient Egyptian civilization and used by the elite members of society
in their daily lives, also had a commercial value for both the domestic market and for export. Based on information
obtained from written texts and archaeological findings, it is understood that glass was exported to various
regions, particularly Alasia (Cyprus), during the reign of Amenophis III. The challenges associated with glass and
glass material production, as well as the privileges granted to owners of these products, suggest that the state was
involved in exports (Karageorghis, 1995: 75-76).

When looking at the Amarna letter EA 148, which is a response from Abi-Milku, likely a governor, to the king's
letter, it can be understood that the first letter sent to Abi-Milku by the king requested for glass. The text in question
includes the following expressions:

To the king, my lord, [m]y god, my Sun: Message of Abi-Milku, your servant: I fall at the feet of the king, my lord,
seven times and seven times at the feet of the king, My lord, have I fallen. The king, my lord, has written concerning
raw glass that I have. I have given to the king, my lord, one hundred shekels worth... (Moran, 1992: EA 148 1-8;
Rainey, 2015: EA 148 1-8).
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Similarly, letters numbered EA 235, 314, 323, and 331 contain correspondence between the king and governors
named Sitanna, Pur-Batu, Yidya, and Shipti, respectively. In letter EA 323, written by a person named Yidya to
the king, the following statements are made regarding this matter:

To the king, my lord, my god, my Sun god, the Sun from heaven: Message of Yidia, your servant, the dirt at your
feet, the groom of your horses. At the two feet of the king, my lord, verily prostrated myself seven times and seven
times, on the back and on the stomach. I am guarding the [pl]ace (temple?) of the king, my lord, and the city of the
king, just as the king, my lord, the Sun god from heaven, has said. Inasmuch as the king, my lord, spoke about
raw glass, behold, I have sent to the k[ing], my [lord], thirty(?) (pieces) of raw glass.... (Moran, 1992: EA 323 1-16;
Rainer, 2015: EA 323 1-16).

Glass Production and Use in Ancient Anatolia

Our first information about the production and use of glass in ancient Anatolia was obtained as a result of
excavations in Alalah. Crucible fragments used in glass production were found during the excavations. In addition
to the Alalah finds, a tablet related to glass production was also discovered in Bogazkoy (Hattusa). When the
content of the tablet is examined, there is information on the production of glass, the transformation of glass into
a product, and the color of the glass. The tablet refers to glass as “Zapzagai” or “Zapzaki” by the Hittites.
Additionally, the text mentions "Babylonian stone." The reason for this expression may be that the glass product
mentioned is blue in color, and blue is specific to the lapis lazuli stone, which was abundant under Babylonian
rule. This suggests that there was an interaction between the Babylonians and the Hittites, or there was a gift
exchange between the states. It has also been suggested that the Hittites borrowed glass-making techniques from
Babylon, hence the term “Babylonian stone”. Despite the tablet found in Bogazkdy, which gives information on
glass production, excavations did not reveal a glass production facility belonging to the period, and the concrete
products obtained were only simple transparent glass beads. This situation brings to mind the idea that there may
not have been glass production in the Hittite country, and that the existing glass products may have been brought
to the Hittite country through trade, booty, or gift-giving methods. (Dardeniz, 2019: 234; Tastemdir, 2018: 205 70-
71 Tek, 2005: 110).

As a result of excavations in Anatolia, materials related to glass were found not only in Bogazkoy and Alalah.
Excavations at Afyonkarahisar-Kusar and Yanarlar, Alisar, Gaziantep-Saraga mound, and Gordion yielded fluted
beads (with a hole in the center) dating back to the 2nd millennium BC. In the necropolis of Cavlum, various blue-
colored beads dating back to the 17th century BC were found. These beads found in the necropolis were also found
during excavations in various regions of Anatolia. After these excavations and the dating of the excavated
products, it is known that there were glass products in Anatolia until 1200 BC. However, there is no data on glass
in Anatolia between 1200 BC and the 9th century BC. After the period between these dates when glass production
was interrupted in ancient Anatolia, as a result of excavations carried out in the regions within the borders of the
Urartu State, various glass beads and remains of glass production workshops were found. Thus, it was understood
that the presence of glass in Anatolia was seen again in the 8th century BC. (Eker, 2017: 17; Saldern, 1959: 26;
Tastemdir, 2018: 105).

The glass bowl, recovered during excavations in Gordion, the capital of the Phrygian Kingdom, dates back to the
8th century BC and is recorded as the first glass bowl found in Anatolia. However, it is thought that this bowl is
not of Anatolian origin. The fact that the structure of the bowl is very similar to the Assyrian bowls brings to the
forefront the idea that the product was sent to the region by Assyria. Anatolian societies, which were behind Egypt
and Mesopotamia in terms of production technology, entered a significant development process in terms of glass
processing skills since this date. To make the shapes on the produced objects recognisable in detail, glass coating
was applied on the shapes, and the casting technique was developed, and the first glass bowls of Anatolian origin
were produced. The discovery of glass bowls dating back to the 1st century BC, as a result of the studies carried
out in Gordion, is one of the examples of the development process of glass production in ancient Anatolia. In
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addition to the bowls found in Gordion, the fact that crucibles used in glass making were found during the
excavations is another evidence for the existence of glass production in Anatolia. Although glass production
gained momentum in Anatolia with this process, when the raw materials of the glass obtained as a result of the
studies are analyzed, it is thought that these materials were brought from Assyria. The reason for this is the
predominance of lead oxide and copper used by the Assyrians in glass making in the production materials of the
products unearthed in the Urartian excavations. (Atik, 2004: 31; Eker, 2017: 17-18; Ozet, 1987: 592-596; Saldern,
1959: 26; Tek, 2005: 11-12). As a result of the excavations, over 170 fragments associated with glass production
through the core process were discovered in Gordion. The glass production activities at Gordion employed core-
forming, which is one of the oldest methods for creating glass vessels. The significance lies in the fact that this
technique originated in Northern Mesopotamia around 1500 BC, indicating the influence of Assyrian effect on
Phrygian glass production (Duncan Jones, 2005: 101-103).

Conclusion

Based on the study and information obtained, it is understood that glass was considered a high-quality product
that revealed class differences within society. It held such an important position that it was the subject of tablets,
especially in Mesopotamian and Ancient Egyptian civilizations. The difficulty of production and visual beauty of
the products obtained from glass probably explain why they were so valuable.

From the findings, it is clear that glass production was generally overseen by political authorities and carried out
in workshops in regions such as Babylon, Nineveh, Eridu, Tell Atchana, Tell el-Cudeyde, Dinkha Tepe, Nuzi
(Yorgan Tepe), Tell el-Rimah, Tell el-Fakkar in Mesopotamia, and Malkata, Tell el-Amarna, and Qantir in Egypt.
Archaeological data shows that glass production was carried out with different methods and types of furnaces in
workshops. Societies in the region diversified their products by developing these furnaces over time.

With the development of production techniques, cups, glasses, bottles, and ornaments were produced for daily
use, and these products had different colors and patterns. Glass was also among the gifts sent as part of inter-state
relations, and it was used as a commercial product by the states of the period. Information obtained from written
and archaeological data shows that glass was exported from Ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt to other regions.
The Amarna letters indicate that commercial activities were carried out between Ancient Egypt and Cyprus for
glass and its raw materials. Additionally, the glass bowl obtained from the Gordion excavations and dated to the
8th century BC is an indicator of inter-state trade and diplomacy. Mycenaean and Minoan finds are another
indication of this interaction.

When we look at the Ancient Anatolian civilizations, it is understood that the production and use of glass were
more limited compared to the Ancient Mesopotamian and Ancient Egyptian civilizations. Some opinions put
forward as the reasons for this situation are that glass production in Anatolia was very late, and that society
adopted the colored stones obtained by making use of various mines found in Anatolia. For this reason, interest
in glass was low. Different opinions, on the other hand, claim the opposite and argue that glass production in
Anatolia was distributed to various regions and that the public was interested in these products. The scarcity of
available information on the production of glass and glassware in ancient Anatolia makes it difficult to conclude
whether glass or glassware was produced as early as in ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt. However, when the data
obtained as a result of various excavations are evaluated, it is concluded that glass production workshops and
kilns in Ancient Anatolia were operating as workshops using advanced techniques by the 8th century BC.

As aresult of the evaluations made within the scope of the study, it was observed that the ancient Mesopotamian,
Egyptian, and Anatolian civilizations used similar methods in terms of production technologies, although they
achieved sophistication in glass production and its use during different periods. This situation reveals that there
was interaction between these geographical regions. Besides the interaction that emerged through political and
commercial relations among the civilizations of Ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Anatolia, it can be seen that the
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production and use of glass were influenced by ancient cultures in the Aegean Islands and Ancient Greece. This
situation clearly demonstrates that these civilizations had an impact not only on each other but also on other
regions.
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Appendix

Fig 1. Rim disc and thread-decorated rod-shaped glass Ancient Egypt New Kingdom Period 18th or 19th
Dynasty (1400-1225 BC).

Source: (Nicholson, 2007: 82).

Fig 2. Left to right: Alabastron, Aryballos, Alabastron, Oinochoe and Amphoriskos
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Source: (Luckner, K.T, 1994: 84).
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Fig 3. Left to right: Hydriske, Lentoid Aryballos, Oinochoe, Alabastron and AmphoriskosAlabastron, Aryballos,
Alabastron, Oinochoe ve Amphoriskos.

Source: (Luckner, K.T, 1994: 85).

Fig 4. Glass Melting Pot. Qantir/ Ancient Egypt
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Source: (Pusch, B and Rehren, T, 1997: 132).
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Fig 5. King Akhenaten's blue face mask made of glass.

Source: (Ertman, E. L, 2013: 14).

Fig 6. Turquoise glass bowl dating to Thutmose III

Source: (Loeben vd., 2011: 18).
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Fig 7. Ancient Egyptian 18th Dynasty glass vessel.
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Source: ( Brill, R. H, 1663: 121)
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Fig 8. Glass vase from Tell el-Rimah.

Source: (Iraqg Museum - Baghdad)
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Imparator Traianus ile Bithynia Valisi Geng¢ Plinius’un
Mektuplarinda Yer Alan Bayindirlik Faaliyetlerine Gore
Roma’nin Anadolu’daki Yonetim Anlayis1

Roman's Management Understanding in Anatolia According to
Public Works in the Letters of Emperor Trajan and Bithynia
Governor Plinius the Younger

Oz

Imparatorluk déneminde Roma’nin idari merkezleri olan eyaletlerin yonetimi Senatus ile
imparator arasinda paylasilmistir. Bazi eyaletler, Roma Senatusu tarafindan idare edilirken
bazilar1 imparatorlar tarafindan atanan valiler tarafindan yonetilmistir. Valiler tarafindan idare
edilen bu eyaletlerde son soz daima imparatora ait olmustur. Geng Plinius'un valilik yaptig
Bithynia Eyaleti de Imparator Traianus’'un yénetimine baglanmustir. Geng Plinius, pek cok
konuda Imparator Traianus’a danismak igin mektup géndermis ve bu mektuplar giintimiize
ulasmistir. Anadolu’da Roma yonetim anlayisi ile ilgili birinci elden kayitlar olan bu
mektuplarin bir kismu Bithynia Eyaleti'ndeki baymndirlik faaliyetlerini iermektedir. imparator
Traianus da bu mektuplara ayrintih cevaplar vermistir. Traianus’un vermis oldugu cevaplar
genelde Roma’'nmin; 6zelde imparatorlarin Anadolu’daki yonetim anlayisi hakkinda bilgiler
icermektedir. Bu calisma, Roma Imparatorlugu'nun Anadolu’da yaklastk bes yiizyil siiren
hakimiyeti boyunca olusan yonetim anlayisimi, birinci elden kaynak kabul edilen Imparator
Traianus ve Eyalet Valisi Geng¢ Plinius arasmdaki mektuplardaki bilgilendirmeler {izerinden
aciklamay1 amaclamaktadir. Bu mektuplagsmalar, dénemin Roma diinyasina ait siyasi, dini ve
mali bircok konuyu icermesine ragmen calismamiz, bayindirlik faaliyetleri ile simirlandirilmis
bicimde Roma devlet idaresinin nasil yiirtitiildiigiinii ortaya koymay1 hedeflemistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Roma, Bithynia, Traianus, Geng Plinius

Abstract

During the imperial period, the administration of the provinces, which were the administrative
centers of Rome, was shared between the senate and the emperor. Some provinces were
administered by the Roman Senate, while others were administered by governors appointed by
the emperors. The last word always belonged to the emperor in these provinces which were
administered by governors. The Province of Bithynia, where Pliny the Younger was the
governor, was also attached to Emperor Trajan. Pliny the Younger sent letters to the Emperor
Trajan to consult on many issues, and these letters have survived to the present day. Some of
these letters, which are first-hand records about the Roman administration in Anatolia, include
the public works in the Province of Bithynia. Emperor Trajan also gave detailed answers to these
letters. The answers given by Trajan generally contain information about the management
understanding of Roman special emperors in Anatolia. This study aims to explain the
understanding of the administration that emerged during the domination of the Roman Empire
in Anatolia, which lasted for about seven centuries, through the information in the letters
between Emperor Traianus and the Provincial Governor Plinius the Younger, which is accepted
as a first-hand source. Although these correspondences contain many political, religious and
financial issues belonging to the Roman world of the period, our study has tried to reveal how
the Roman state administration was carried out, limited to public works.

Keywords: Rome, Bithynia, Trajan, Pliny the Younger
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Giris

Insanlik tarihine yon verecek bir sehir devleti olarak ortaya gikan Roma, krallik ve cumhuriyet idareleri ile
yaklasik bes yiizy1l yonetildikten sonra 10 27 yilinda Augustus'un (MO 27-MS 14) emri altinda imparatorluk
dénemine girmistir. imparatorluk doneminde Roma’min idari mekanizmasimn temel pargalari olan eyaletlerin
yonetimi Senatus ile imparator arasinda paylagilmistir. Ozellikle isyan ¢ikma ihtimali bulunan ve diisman
bolgelerine yakin eyaletlerin yonetimi imparatora verilirken uzun stireden beri Roma hakimiyeti altinda kalarak
Romalilasmis eyaletlerin idaresi Senatus’a birakilmistir. Augustus’tan Traianus’a kadar gegen stirede yonetimde
imparatorlar, Roma’nin yeni idari sistemini saglamlastirmaya yonelik faaliyetler uygulamis ve eyalet valileri ile
iletisimi devam ettirerek yonetim sorunlarini ¢é6zmeye ¢alismislardir. Ayrica imparatorlar, asli vazifeleri olarak
goriilen “yeni topraklar kazanmak” i¢in bircok sefer diizenlenmistir. Yuizyillar boyunca diizenlenen bu seferlerin
sonucunda Roma en genis sinirlarina imparator Traianus (MS 98-117) doneminde ulasmistir. Iimparator Traianus
unlt Dogu Seferi (MS 115) ile Parth Krallig1'nin baskenti Ktesiphon'u ele gecirmis ve Roma’nin smirlarini Atlas
Okyanusu'ndan Basra Korfezi'ne kadar ulastirmistir (Bennett, 1997: 179-199; Burton, 2004: 311-342; Tasdoner,
2017: 49-54; Sherwin-White, 1977: 62-75; Longden, 1931: 1-35; David, 1950: 491-515).

Imparator Traianus'un yonetimde kaldig1 siire Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi'nin parlak ¢aglarindan biri olarak
kabul edilmektedir. Imparator Traianus, askeri basarilar1 kadar yiiriittigi hayir isleri ile de anilmustir. Yoksul
ciftcilerin borglarmi 6demis, yoksul cocuklara yardim etmistir. Bu isleri yiiriitiirken eyalet yoneticilerinin
kullanmast icin biiytik maddi kaynaklar ayirmistir. Kendisi de Provincia Hispania’da (Ispanya Eyaleti) dogmus
olan Imparator Traianus, eyaletlerde yasayan insanlarin ekonomik sikintilarimin ¢6ztilmesi durumunda Roma’ya
daha bagl olacaklarini ve i¢ isyanlarmn azalacagim diistinmekteydi. imparator Traianus, isyanlar1 bastirmak igin
asker beslemek yerine isyan edebilecek insanlarin karinlarmi tok tutmanin daha kolay bir yontem oldugu
kanaatindeydi. Boylece Roma yasalarmin eksiksiz bicimde tiim Roma cografyasinda uygulanabilecegine
inanmaktaydi. Eyaletlerin yonetimlerinin basarilari ile ilgili beklentileri olan imparator Traianus, Anadolu’nun
kuzeybati bolgesini kapsayan Provincia Bithynia’ya (Bithynia Eyaleti) Geng Pliniusu IS 111 yilinda vali
atayarak; eyaletin yonetim sorunlarini ve mali problemlerini ¢c6zmesini beklemis olmalidir (Roche, 2002: 41-60;
Den Boer, 1975: 203-212; Shochat, 1985: 317-336; Waters, 1969: 385-405; Bowersock, 1973: 133-140).

Geng Plinius olarak taninan Plinius Minor'un tam ismi “Gaius Plinius Caecilius Secundus” olup yaklasik IS 61-
113 yillar1 arasinda yasamistir. Roma’nin biirokrat tist sinifina mensup olan dayisinin evlat edinip yaninda
biytttiigii Geng Plinius, iyi bir egitim almis ve edebiyat konusunda kendisini yetistirmis bir Romal1 olarak
taninmaktadir. IS 79 yilinda Veziiv Yanardagi'nin patlamasi sonucunda hayatim kaybeden dayisindan Geng
Plinius’a biiytik miktarda maddi miras kalmistir. Geng Plinius, erken yaslarda basladig1 avukatlik meslegi ile
Roma’da tin kazanmis ve sonrasinda bir¢ok kamu mesleginde gorev almustir. Hayatmin ilk donemlerinde
basladig1 hizli yiikselis yiirattiigii bir sorusturma esnasinda imparator Domitianus’un, (MS 81-96) Geng Plinius’a
gliveninin sarsilmasi ile duraklamistir. Imparator Domitianus'un 6liimii sonrasinda, énce Kamu Hazinesi
memurluguna sonra consiilliige yiikselmistir. Bu gorevlerde basar1 gosteren ve Imparator Traianus’un giivenini
kazanan Geng Plinius, Bithynia Eyaleti'nin proconsulii yani eyalet valisi olmustur (De Cesare, 1967: 37-38;
Sturunk, 2012: 178-192; Benek, 2016: 83-96; Andrews, 1938: 143-154; McDermott, 1971: 84-94).

Bithynia Eyaleti'nin Proconsulliigiine IS 111 yilinda baslamis ve IS 113 yilma kadar siirdiirmiis olan Geng
Plinius, mektuplar vasitasi ile yapmis oldugu isler hakkindaki bilgileri imparatora aktarirken, Imparator
Traianus da yapilmasin istediklerini mektuplar yine mektuplar aracilig: ile iletmistir. Bu mektuplar, Geng
Plinjus’'un farkli konulardaki mektuplar iceren dokuz kitabina ilaveten onuncu kitap olarak giintimiize
ulasmistir (Jones, 2001: 31-48; Manolaraki, 2008: 374-394; Hammond, 1938: 115-140).

Geng Plinius'un idare etmek igin gorevlendirildigi bslge Bithynia Krali III. Nicomedes'in 6ltimtinden sonra, 10
73 yilinda Roma’nin bir eyaletine donustiirtilmiistiir. Bithynia Eyaleti olarak isimlendirilen bolge genel olarak
Hellence konusan halklardan ve Hellen kiiltiirtinii yasatan kentlerden olusmaktadir. Prusa (Bursa), Myrleia
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(Mudanya), Kios (Gemlik), Nicaea (iznik), Nicomedia (Astakos, [zmit), Khalkedon (Istanbul’'un Anadolu Yakast
ile Kadikoy) ve Herakleia Pontica (Karadeniz Ereglisi) Bithinya Eyaleti'nin smurlar1 icerisinde bulunan énemli
kentleridir. Bu kentler, bulunduklar1 konum itibariyle tarimsal tiretim bakimindan zengin ve gelismis kentler
olmalarina ragmen iyi yonetilmedikleri icin biiyiik mali sorunlar yasamaktaydi. Geng¢ Plinius, Ephesus (Efes)
tizerinden Anadolu’ya varmis sonrasinda kuzeye dogru ilerleyip Pergamon’a ve nihayetinde Prusa (Bursa)
tizerinden, Bithynia’ya IS 17 Ekim 111 tarihinde ulasmuistir. Gérev yaptig1 iki yil boyunca en fazla yerel
yonetimin sorunlari ve kamu maliyesinde yasanan sikintilar ile ilgilenmistir (Levick, 1979: 119-131; Norena,
2007: 239-277; Sherwin-White, 1962: 114-125; Coleman, 2012: 189-238).

Bu calisma, Roma Imparatorlugu'nun Anadolu’da yaklasik bes yiizy1l siiren hakimiyeti boyunca olusan yonetim
anlayisini, birinci elden kaynak kabul edilen Imparator Traianus ve Eyalet Valisi Geng Plinius arasindaki
mektuplardaki bilgilendirmeler tizerinden agiklamay1 amaclamaktadir. Bu mektuplasmalar, donemin Roma
diinyasma ait siyasi, dini ve mali bir¢ok konuyu igermesine ragmen calismamiz, bayindirhik faaliyetleri ile
smirlandirilmis bicimde Roma devlet idaresinin nasil ytiriitiildtiguinii ortaya koymay1 hedeflemistir.

Mektuplar ve Bayindirlik Faaliyetleri

Yazinin ilk kullanildig1 Misir ve Mezopotamya cografyalarinda en temel amaclar kayit tutma ve bir emri uzak
bolgelere degismeden ulastirma olmustur. Mezopotamya ve Misir’da ilk bolgesel devletler kurulduktan sonra
krallar, emri altindaki bolgesel yoneticilerden aldiklar1 yazili raporlara cevap niteliginde emirnameler
yazdirmislardir. Zamanla olusan biirokrasi sinifi tarafindan yiiriitillen i¢ ve dis yazisma gelenegi bolgesel
kralliklardan imparatorluklara miras kalmistir. Roma, kendisinden 6nceki higbir kralligin ulasamadig1 genis bir
cografyayi idare ederken biirokratik yazisma gelenegini miikemmel bir hale getirmistir. Biirokratik yazismalarin
btiytik cogunlugu 6nceden sistematize edilmis bir tislup ile yazilmus; hiyerarsik olarak alttan tiste yazilirken
rapor vermeyi Gistten alta yazilirken emir géndermeyi amaglamistir. Fakat Imparator Traianus ile Bithynia Valisi
Geng¢ Pliniusun yazismalar: daha samimi bir anlatim icerdigi igin stil olarak iki eski dostun mektuplasmasina
benzemektedir. Bu samimi mektuplasmalarda ele alman en ¢nemli konulardan biri bayindirhik faaliyetleri
olmustur.

Plinius’tan Imparator Traianus’a: Efendim, Nicomediallar, bitirmeden biraktiklar: ve hemen yikilan bir su kemerine 3
milyon 329 bin sestertius harcadilar. Yeniden bir baska kemere iki yiiz bin sestertius ddediler. Bu da bitirilmeden
birakilimca, bu kadar biiyiik bir parayi yok yere harcayanlar suya sahip olmak icin yeni bir masrafla karst karsiya
kaldilar. Traianus’tan Plinius’a: Nicomedia kentine su verilmesiyle ilgilenmen gerekir. Gercekten senin gereken dikkatle
bu isi basaracagina inanwyorum. Ancak su da ok kesin ki, aymi dikkati, Nicomedialilarin simdiye degin biiyiik paralar
harcamis olmasimin kimlerin sucu oldugunu arastirmaya vermelisin; boylece aralarnda anlasip su kemerlerine
baglamaktan yilmasinlar ve yarim birakmasinlar. Bu nedenle, dogrusunu ogrendigin seylerden beni de haberdar et.
(Pliny the Younger. Letters II, 37-38; Plinius, 1999: 30-31).

Plinius’tan Traianus’a bayindirlik calismalar: ile ilgili gonderilen mektuplardan biri izmit kentinin temiz su
problemi ile ilgilidir. Bithynia Krali I. Nikomedes tarafindan kurulan ve kralin ismi ile anilan Nicomedia kenti,
bayindirlik acisindan Kuzeybati Anadolu’'nun en gtizel kentlerinden biridir. Nicomedia’ya zaman igerisinde
diger bolgelerden insanlar gelip yerlesmeye baslayinca niifusu artan kent i¢in temiz su sikintisi ortaya ¢ikmustir.
Sehir miihendisligi acisindan oldukga ilerlemis olan Romalilar, kentlere yakin ve daha yiiksek rakimli yerlerde
bulunan su kaynaklarindan alinan temiz sulari, kapali kanallar ve pismis topraktan yapilan borular aracilig: ile
uzak mesafelere ulastirabilmekteydiler. Suyun ilerlemesi igin yercekimi giictinti kullanan miihendisler acisindan
asil sorun vadileri asmak olmustur. Vadileri asmak icin belirli bir egim ile yapilmis olan su kemerleri
kullanilmistir. Fakat suyun iletimi ile ilgili diger insa faaliyetlerine kiyasla su kemeri yapimi1 daha maliyetli
olmus ve daha fazla teknik bilgi gerektirmistir. Mektupta goriildiuigi tizere biiytik ihtimalle teknik bilginin
eksikliginden dolay1 bir su kemeri yikilmis digeri ekonomik nedenlerden dolay: bitirilememistir. Vali Geng
Plinius, ne yapmas1 gerektigini sormus ve imparator ise her ne olursa olsun sehre su verilmesi isinin
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tamamlanmasi gerektigini belirtmistir.

Roma devlet idaresi anlayisinda ¢ogunlukla Romal1 vatandaslarin yasadig: sehirlerin bayindirlik faaliyetlerinin
tamamlanmasina énem verilmistir. Tasradaki insanlarin basit yasamlarina devam etmesi Roma igin ¢cok énemli
gorilmezken imparatorlugun giictinti gosteren sehirlerin diizenine muazzam derecede dikkat edilmistir. Bu
durumun temelinde Roma’ya kars1 baslayabilecek bir isyanin ancak sehirler tizerinden yayilabilecegi diistincesi
ile iktisadi gelismisligin sehirlerde olusmas1 bulunmaktadir.

Plinius’tan Imparator Traianus’a: Efendim, Sinopelilerin suyu eksiktir; iyi ve bol suyun 16 mil uzaktan getirilebilecegi
anlagiliyor. Bununla birlikte, kaynaktan 1000 adimdan biraz fazla uzakliktaki kuskulu goziiken yumusak yer yapisinin
su tesislerini tasuyp tastyamayacagimin az bir masrafla kesfini emrettim. Efendim, suya ¢ok ihtiyag duyan koloninin
saghgr ve goriintimiiniin giizelligi agisndan boyle bir eseri onaylarsan, ¢abalarmmzla toplanacak para eksik
olmayacaktir. Traianus’tan Plinius’a: Cok aziz Secundus, suyolunu tasiyip tasiyamayacagindan kusku duydugun yeri
basladigin gibi incele. Kent, bu eseri kendi olanaklariyla gerceklestirebilecekse, mali kaynaklar saglandi§ina gére, en ¢ok
da sagh$ ve giizel goriiniimii igin, su gotiiriilmesi gerekli olan kentin Sinope’den baskasi olamayacagindan hi¢ kusku
duymuyorum. (Pliny the Younger. Letters II, 90-91.; Plinius, 1999: 94).

Imparator Traianus’a Plinius'tan gelen sehirlere su saglama ile ilgili bir diger mektup Karadeniz'in kiy1
kentlerinden olan modern Sinop ile alakalidir. Plinius, sehrin su ihtiyacinin tam olarak giderilemediginden
bahsettikten sonra on altt mil uzakliktaki bir kaynaktan su getirilebileceginden bahsetmektedir. Fakat suyun
iletilirken gecilecek bir bolgenin yumusak toprak yapisi nedeniyle tizerine insa edilecek yapilar1 tasimamasi
durumunda Nicomedia kentinde oldugu gibi bir yikim olmasindan endise etmektedirler. Bu endiseye ragmen
su ihtiyacinin 6neminden dolay1 bu riske girmek i¢in gereken paranin da toplandig: belirtilmektedir. Roma
kentlerinde, baymndirhik faaliyetlerinin yurtitiilmesi icin sehrin ileri gelen zenginlerinden goniilliiltik esas: ile
yardim toplandig1 gibi sehirdeki Roma vatandaslarinin da kent hazinesine belirli miktarda para verdigi
bilinmektedir. Paras1 kent ahalisi tarafindan 6denmesine ragmen bayindirlik faaliyetleri i¢in Senatus’dan veya
Imparatordan izin alinmasi gerekmekteydi. Bu nedenle Plinius bu mektubu imparatora géndermisti. imparator
Traianus, cevaben yazdig1 mektupta halkin saghig: ve sehrin giizelligi icin muhakkak suretle suyun ulastirilmasi
gerektigini ve Plinius’a da giivendigini belirtmistir.

Plinius’tan Imparator Traianus’a: Efendim, zarif ve siisli kent Amastris’in (Gintimtizde Amasra) baslica yapilar:
arasinda ¢ok gtizel ve ayn1 zamanda ¢ok uzun bir cadde vardir. Caddenin tiim kenar: boyunca, adina bakilirsa bir nehir
ama gercekte cok kirli olan bir lagim uzanir; lagim, son derece pis goriiniistiyle utang verici olmasimin yaninda, igreng
kokusuyla da saghga zararhdir. Saghk acisindan oldugu kadar, goriiniim agisindan da bu yerin drtiilmesi dogru
olacaktir; izin verirsen bu yapilacaktir, cabalarimla, bu kadar biiyiik ve gerekli bir eser icin para eksik olmayacaktir.
Traianus’tan Plinius’a: Cok aziz Secundus’um, Amastris kenti boyunca akan o su, ortiilmedigi siirece saglhga zararl
olacaksa, drtiilmesi yerindedir. Bu calisma icin gerekli paramin saglanmas: yolunda ¢aba gdstereceginden eminim. (Pliny
the Younger. Letters II, 89-99; Plinius, 1999: 55).

Roma kentlerinin en biiyiik sorunlarindan biri temiz su saglanmas: iken digeri kirli suyun uzaklastirilmasi
olmustur. Plinius’un bu mektubu Karadeniz kiyisinda limana sahip olan en énemli Roma kentlerinden biri olan
(Amastris) Amasra’daki kirli su problemi ile ilgili olmustur. Roma’nin imparatorluk ¢agma kadar gecen siirede
bu kadar cok sayida sehir kurulmadig1 gibi bu kadar ¢ok sayida insan da bir arada yasamamustir. Roma {ist
smifina mensup insanlar, yasamis olduklar1 kentlerin giizelligi ile oviintirken, kentlerin daha baymndir hale
gelmesi i¢in de calismislardir. Muhtemelen Amasra kentinin ileri gelen Roma vatandaslarinin Vali Plinius’a
ilettikleri bu istek uygun bulunup izin i¢in imparatora mektup yazilmistir. Mektupta eskiden bir dere olan fakat
evlerden gelen pis sularn akitilmasi ile lagima doniisen yerin tistiiniin kapatilmasi istenmektedir. Bu istegin
hem saglik hem de sehir gtizelligi agisindan énemli oldugu belirtilmektedir. Romalilar temiz su kullaniminin ve
kirli sular ile temastan kaginmanin hijyenik yasama yol actigin1 ve bunun da hastaliklardan uzak kalmalarina
neden oldugunu bilmekteydiler. Beslenme ve hijyene dikkat eden {ist sinif Roma vatandaslarinin ortalama 6mdiir
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siirelerinin ytikseldigi bilinmektedir. Imparator Traianus, lagima dontisen derenin kapatilmasi istegini olumlu
bulmus ve gereken paranin gonderilecegini belirtmistir.

Plinius’tan Imparator Traianus’a: Efendim, Nicaea'daki, biiyiik bir kismi insa edilmis ama yarim birakilmis bir tiyatro
icin, igittigime gore, (ciinkii bu yapr hakkinda gerekli arastirma yapilmadi) on milyon sestertius’tan fazla harcandy;
korkarim, bosu bosuna. Ciinkii ya yerin nemli ve yumusak ya da taslarin ince ve kolay ufalanabilir olmasindan 6tiirii,
bina kocaman catlaklarla ayriliyor ve esniyor; bu yapimin tamamlanmas: mi, birakilmas: mi1 ya da tamamen yok edilmesi
mi gerektigi konusu, hi¢ siiphesiz, dikkate deger bir olgudur. (...) Claudiopolis halk: da dagin tam dibindeki ¢ukur alan
tizerine genis bir hamam dikmekten ¢ok, batiriyor; bunu da onlara fazladan verme litfunda bulundugun senatorlarin
kendi senatuslarina girislerinde ddedigin paradan ya da benim zorlamalarim sonucu odedikleri paralardan sagliyor.
Traianus’tan Plinius’a: Nicaealilar tarafindan baglanug olan tiyatroyla ilgili ne yapilmas: gerektigini en iyi sekilde
go0zden gecirecek ve buna karar verecek olan kisi, halihazirda bu konunun iginde olan sensin. Bana, senin kararindan
haberdar olmam yeterli olacak. (...) Claudiopolislileri, yazdigin gibi, pek uygun olmayan bir yerde insa ettikleri
hamamlariyla ilgili olarak nasil ikna edecegine sen karar vereceksin. (Pliny the Younger. Letters II, 39-40; Plinius,
1999: 31-32).

Plinius’un iki farkli konuyu topladig1r mektubun ilk bélimii insas1 devam etmesine ragmen teknik nedenlerle
problem yasanan bir tiyatro; ikinci boltimii ise yanlis yere yapildigi i¢in topraga gomiilen bir hamam ile ilgilidir.
Roma insaat mithendisligi giintimiize kadar ayakta kalmay1 basaran Roma Collesium’u gibi devasa yapilar1 insa
etme becerisine sahip olmasma ragmen her zaman 6n gortilebilir olmayan zemin se¢imi konusunda hatalara
duisebilmekteydi. Mektupta bahsedilen tiyatro uygun bir yere insa edilmedigi icin yikilma tehlikesine maruz
kalmistir. Roma’da bu tarz yanlisliklarin cezai sorumlulugunun oldugu bilinmektedir. Yapan kisi bu cezai
sorumlulugu iistlense dahi insaata izin veren imparatorluk gorevlileri de ceza alabilmekteydi. Mektubun ikinci
kisminda bahsedilen topraga batan hamam icin yeni segeneklerden bahsedilmemektedir. Buiyiik ihtimal ile
hamam icin sehir icerisinde bir baska uygun alan bulunamadigindan hamamin yapimu icin 1srar edilmektedir.
Daha ©once mektupta belirtildigi {izere Roma doéneminde insanlar kisisel temizlige onem verdikleri icin
hamamlar olduk¢a ragbet edilen yapilar olmustur. Bu sebeple Niceea ahalisi hamamin yapmminin
hizlandirilmasin Vali Plinius’tan rica etmis olmalidir.

Plinius’tan Imparator Traianus’a: Efendim, Nicomedialilar benim buraya gelisimden dnce, eski foruma ek olarak bir
yenisinin yapimna bagladilar; bunun bir kosesinde Mater Magna’ya adannus, ¢ok eski bir tapinak bulunuyor; bunun ya
onarilmast ya da bagka bir yere tasinmas: gerekiyor; ozellikle, simdi yiikselmekte olan yapidan daha yiiksek olmasindan
otiirii. Ben bu tapinaga iliskin bir yasanin olup olmadigini arastirirken, bunlarin adak adama ddetlerinin bizimkinden
farkly oldugunu 6grendim. Bu yiizden, Efendim, kendisiyle ilgili bir yasa olmayan bu tapinagin dine bir zarar
getirmeden, nakledilebilecegini diisiintip diisiinemeyecegini dikkate al. Yoksa din bir engel olusturmuyorsa, her sey ¢ok
uygundur. Traianus’tan Plinius’a: Sevgili Plinius, dinsel bir kaygr duymaksizin, yerin durumu bunu gerektiriyorsa,
Tanrilari Anasi'na adanan tapinagr daha uygun bir yere tasi. Tapinak adanmas ile ilgili bir yasanin bulunmamas: seni
kaygilandirmasin; ¢iinkii yabanci bir kentin zemini, bizim toremizce belirlenen tapinak adama bicimine uygun
olmayabilir. (Pliny the Younger. Letters II, 49-50; Plinius, 1999: 35-36).

Bithynia Eyalet Valisi Geng¢ Plinius'un karsilastig1 en karmasik baymdirlik sorunlarindan biri bu mektupta
anlatilan olay olmalidir. Mektuba gore; Nicomedia ahalisi ihtimalle sehrin niifusunun artmasimdan dolay1 sehrin
ticari iglerinin yapildig: Forum bolgesine ek yeni bir alan1 da Forum olarak diizenlemek istemislerdir. Fakat bu
alanin bir kosesinde Mater Magna'ya ait bir tapmak bulunmaktaydi. Romalilarin Mater Magna olarak
isimlendirdikleri “Ana Tanrica” figiirti Catalhoytiik’ten itibaren Anadolu halkinin inang hayatinda biiytik neme
sahipti. Hatta Phryg (Frig) kralliginda Kybele ismi ile bas tanrilik yaptigindan dolay: biiytik saygi gormekteydi.
Valilik yaptig1 bolgedeki halkin dini hissiyat1 konusunda genis bilgiye sahip olmayan Geng Plinius, binyillardir
bolgede tapinim goren bu tanriganin tapinag igin yanhs bir davranista bulunmaktan cekinmis olmalidir. Roma
yonetim anlayisinda tiim inanglara kars: saygili bir yaklasim izlenmistir. Bu nedenle Geng Plinius, oncelikle
yerel halk ile gortismiis ve sonrasinda imparatora durumu anlatan mektubu yazmis olmalidir. Plinius'un
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mektubuna cevap yazan Imparator Traianus, Romalilarin alisilmis dini gerekliliklerinden farkli adetler
olabilecegini goz oniine alimal1 gerektigini belirtmistir.

Plinius’tan Imparator Traianus’a: Nicomedia'da ¢ikan cok biiyiik bir yangin, bircok dzel miilkii ve iki kamu yapisini,
Gerusia ve Isis Tapinagi'ni (her ne kadar bu iki yapi, bir caddenin iki ayri tarafinda bulunuyorsa da) yerle bir etti.
Yangumin daha genis bir alana yayilmis olmasina, dnce siddetli bir riizgdr, sonra da bu kadar biiyiik bir felaket
karsisinda, eminim, kinuldamadan ve istiflerini bozmadan seyirci ibi duran insanlarin uyusuklugu neden oldu. Ayrica,
kentte su cekmeye yarayan ne bir makine ne bir tulumba ne de bir yangin sondiiriicii ara¢ vardi. Ama, bu araglar, ben
uyarida bulunur bulunmaz hazirlanacak. Efendim, yiiz elli kisiden olusan bir itfaiye teskilatinin kurulmas: gerektigini
diisiiniir miisiin, bana belirt. Traianus’tan Plinius’a: Bircok baska kentteki ornege uygun olarak Nicomedia’da bir itfaiye
teskilati kurulabilecegini diisiiniiyorsun. (...) Yangini sondiirmeye yardumct olabilecek araclarin saglanmasi ve miilk
sahiplerine, durum gerektirdiginde halktan da yardim alarak, bunlarin bizzat kullamilmasinin énerilmesi daha yerinde
olur. (Pliny the Younger. Letters II, 33-34; Plinius, 1999: 29-30).

Roma diinyasinda kaliciligr saglamak icin yapilmis olan devasa eserlerin en biyiik diismanlari, zaman ve
yanginlar olmustur. Roma sehrinde ¢ikan yanginlardan dolay1 oldukca erken bir tarih olan Augustus
doneminde itfaiye boltiguntn olusturuldugu bilinmektedir. Sonrasinda bircok kent ya sehir halkindan olusan
goniillilerden veya stirekli silahaltina alinmis askerlerden olusan itfaiye birlikleri kurmuslardir. Nicomedia
kentinin son donemlerde hizla biiytimesi ve bina sayisinin artmasindan dolay1 herhangi bir nedenle ¢ikan
yanginlarin kolay sondiirtilemedigi anlasilmaktadir. Giintimiiz sosyal devlet anlayisinda vatandaslarin yasamini
gilivence altina almak icin gereken 6nlemler imparatorluk tarafindan alinmaktadir. Fakat boyle bir biling eskicag
kralliklarinda bulunmamasina ragmen Roma, en azindan kendi vatandaslari icin bu yonetim anlayisina en yakin
medeniyet olmustur.

Plinius’tan Imparator Traianus’a: Efendim, Prusa’da, bagislamus oldugun hamamin nerede kurulabilecegini
arastirirken, duyduguma gére, bir zamanlar giizel oldugu halde, simdilerde harap bir yikinti haline gelen bir evin
bulundugu yer hosuma gitti. Buray: kentin virane goriintiisiinii diizeltmek ve hatta kenti hicbir yapuy yerinden
oynatmadan giizellestirmek icin, ayrica, zamanla harap olan binalarin daha iyi bir konuma kavusmas: igin segebiliriz.
Traianus’tan Plinius’a: Bos oldugunu yazdigin evle birlikte yikilan o alami, hamam yapum igin, Prusalhlarin
kullaninina agabiliriz. (Pliny the Younger. Letters II, 70-71.; Plinius, 1999: 44-45).

Plinius ile Traianus arasindaki mektuplar icerisinde bayindirlik faaliyetlerini iceren bir digeri gtinimiiz Bursa
kentinde, imparatorun yapilmasi icin emir verdigi hamamin yerinin secilmesi konu olmustur. Mektuba gore;
imparatorun bagisladigi hamamin yeri icin arastirma yapmis olan Vali Plinius, yikik bir evin arazisinin
kamulastirilarak hamamin buraya yapilmasinin uygun olacagini imparatora yazmistir. Traianus ise cevaben
yazdigt mektupta bu durumun uygun oldugunu iletmistir. Tarih boyunca kralliklar, hitkmettikleri topraklarda
bayindirlik faaliyetleri gergeklestirerek yonettiklerinin ihtiyaclarini gidermeye calismislardir. Kralliklarin
ylikselis donemleri bayimndirlik islerine onem verdigi zamanlar olurken yikilis donemlerinde yeni insa
faaliyetleri durma noktasina gelmistir. Roma ise binyillar sitiren hakimiyet donemi boyunca yonettigi
cografyalarda halkin kullamimu igin birgok sosyal yapi insa ettirmeye kesintisiz bigimde devam etmistir. Ozellikle
1mparatorluk Donemi'nde, Anadolu’da her imparator, kendi adin1 yasatmak icin bircok eser insa ettirmistir. Bu
eserler icerisinde, kanallar, hamamlar, zafer taklar1 digerlerine kiyasla daha 6n plana ¢ikmustir. Bu eserlerin insa
edilmesinin temelinde ise Roma halkinin imparatorlarinin giictinti bu eserler vasitasiyla géormesinin istenmesi
bulunmaktadir.

Sonug

Imparator Traianus tarafindan Bithynia Valisi olarak atanan Geng Plinius grev yaptig1 iki yil siiresince, eyalete
bagli kentlerindeki yonetim bozukluklarinin diizeltilmesi, kamu hazinesinin sikintilarmin ¢oziilmesi ve
baymndirlik faaliyetlerinin siirdiiriilmesi ile yakindan ilgilenmistir. iki yillik gorevi boyunca birgok sehri ziyaret
eden Geng Plinius, buradaki insanlarin sorunlarini dinlemis ve bunlarin bir kismini ¢oziilmesi icin mektuplarla
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Imparator Traianus’a aktarmistir. Bu mektuplara gore Roma’nin yasa anlayisi ile hareket etmeye azami dikkat
gosteren Plinius, vatandaslarin sorunlarmin ¢éziimiinde kisiler lehine bir tutum izlemekteydi. Fakat eyaletteki
kentlerde yasayan halkin sorunlarinin kaynagmi onlarin hesapsiz islere girmesinden ve savurganca
harcamalarindan kaynaklandigimi diistinmekteydi. Bayindirlik sorunlarmmin ise imar planlarmin 6nceden
belirlenmeden gelisigiizel binalarin yapilmasindan ve yeni yapilmis olanlarin da bakimsizliktan eskimesinden
kaynaklandig1 mektuplardan anlasilmaktaydi.

Roma’nin Anadolu’daki devlet idaresini bizzat goren ve bunu mektuplarina yansitan Plinius, sorunlarin
¢ozimi i¢in Oncelikle sehirlerin mali planlamalarinin yapilmasimin, gelir giderin denklestirilmesinin ve
borglarin diizenlemesinin gerekli oldugunu dustinmekteydi. Halihazirda herhangi bir diisman ile miicadele
halinde olmayan bir eyaleti yoneten Geng¢ Plinius, Roma devlet idaresi noktasinda hesapsiz bicimde bina
yapimlarindan uzak durulmasina, onarilabilecek durumdaki kamu binalarinin yenilenmesinin énemine ve
girisilecek olan yeni insa faaliyetlerinde ahalinin parasmin 6zenli bicimde harcanmasina dikkat cekmekteydi.
Plinius'un mektuplarindan, 6zelde Roma Imparatoru Traianus'un genelde tiim imparatorlarin Anadolu’da
sergiledikleri yonetim anlayisi ile ilgili tutumlar1 hakkinda cikarimlar yapilabilmektedir. Roma Imparatorluk
Donemi’'nde 6zellikle Anadolu'nun batisinda temel sorunun sehirlerin mali durumlarinin iyi idare
edilememesinden kaynakli sosyal problemler oldugu anlasiimaktadir. Bu sosyal problemleri engellemek icin
halkin genelinin kullandig1 tiyatro, forum ve hamam gibi yapilarin insasina onem verilmistir. Boylece
imparatorlugun kaynaklar: tiim halkin kullanimma sunulmustur. Ayrica halkin ekonomik olarak zayif kesimi
olan fakir aileler ile yetim ve dullar sehir yoneticileri tarafindan desteklenerek otorite boslugu olusmasma izin
verilmemeye calisilmistir. Merkezi otoriteye karsi ¢ikmak ve kamu hazinesinden alman parayr koétiiye
kullanmak bu dénemin en agir suglar1 olarak goriilmiistiir.
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Aristoteles’in Ahlak Anlayisinda Pratik Aklin Roli
The Role of Practical Reason in Aristotle's Conception of
Morality

Oz

Aristoteles hem insanin nihai amacina gonderme yapan hem de icerigi beseri gerceklikle
doldurulabilen bir iyi anlayismin degisken yapidaki pratik hayatta bir isleve sahip olabilecegini
diistintir. Metafiziksel bir iyi kavrayisinin insamin ahlaki yasantisina uygulanamayacagin
diisinen Aristoteles’e gore insani bir etkinligin ulasmaya calistigi sey tam olarak insani
diizlemdeki bir iyi olmalidir. Bu iyiyi, eudaimonia olarak tanimlayan Aristoteles, bu amaci
kesfeden ve bu kapsamda insanin hangi tiirden eylemlere yonelecegine belirleyen yetinin akil
oldugunu ileri stirer. Buna gore erdemli bir yasami miimkiin kilan aklin teorik ve pratik olmak
tizere iki ayr1 yonii bulunur. Genel olarak teorik akil, seyler arasindaki baglantilar1 anlamayz
amaglarken pratik akil, hedeflenen sonuglar giivence altina alacak yollar1 gosterir. Insana ahlaki
eylemlerinde yol gosteren ve pratik bilgelik (phronesis) saglayan akil, pratik akildir. Dediiktif
¢ikarim yapma yetenegine indirgenemeyen bir diisiince erdemi olan phronesis erdemi, ilkenin
somut bir forma biirtinecegi sekilde eyleme yetenegidir. Bu ¢alisma, pratik aklin 6zel olarak da
phronesis erdeminin ahlaki eylemin ortaya cikisinda nasil bir akil yiirtitme faaliyetinde
bulundugunu ve bu faaliyetin teorik akil yiritmeden hangi yonlerden ayristigim
degerlendirmeyi amaclamaktadir. Bu baglamda pratik aklin, tecriibe, orta olma ilkesi ve orthos
logos (dosdogru diistinme) ile akil yiirtitme islemini en iyi sekilde yapabilecegi ve dogru sonuca
ulasabilecegi tizerinde durulacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Aristoteles, Eudaimonia, Pratik akil, Phronesis

Abstract
Aristotle believes that a concept of good, which refers to both the ultimate purpose of human

beings and can be filled with human reality, can have a function in the ever-changing practical
life. According to Aristotle who thinks that a metaphysical understanding of goodness is not
applicable to human moral life, the thing that a human activity should strive for must be a good
within the human plane. Aristotle, who defines this good as eudaimonia, argues that the ability
to discover this purpose and determine what kind of actions people will turn to in this context is
reason. Accordingly, there are two separate aspects of reason (theoretical and practical) that
make a virtuous life possible. In general, the theoretical reason aims to understand the
connections between things, while the practical reason shows the ways to secure the targeted
results. The reason that guides man in his moral actions and provides practical wisdom
(phronesis) is the practical one. The virtue of phronesis, a virtue of thought that cannot be
reduced to the ability to make deductive reasoning, is the ability to take action based on the
principle taking on a concrete form. This study aims to evaluate how practical reason, especially
the virtue of phronesis, acts as a reasoning activity in the emergence of moral action and in
which aspects this activity differs from theoretical reasoning. In this context, it will be
emphasized that practical reason can best perform the reasoning process with experience, the
principle of mean, and orthos logos (direct thinking) and reach the right result

Keywords: Phronesis, Aristotle, Eudaimonia, Practical reason
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Giris

Aristoteles, icinde bulunulan tarihsel ortami asan bir idenin bilgisine yaslanan metafiziksel bir kavrayis
savunan Sokrates ve Platon’un aksine igerigi beseri gerceklikle doldurulabilen ve pratik hayatta isleve sahip
olabilecek bir ahlak anlayisi ileri stirer. Yalmizca insan igin iyi olanin ahlaki yasantiya yon verebilecegini
diistinen Aristoteles’e gore, yasamin ongoriilemez karakteri, kendine 6zgiiltigii ve degiskenligi nedeniyle ahlaki
pratikler, insanin her zaman dolaysiz bir sekilde iliski icinde oldugu degisken bir ortam icinde ortaya cikar.
Bununla birlikte ahlak, insan icin iyinin ortaya ¢ikarilmasi igin vardir ve bu amag¢ dogrultusunda bir diistinme
eylemini gerekli kilar. Boylece Aristoteles, ahlaki ilkeler ile bu ilkeleri bir sekilde smirlayan veya onun gozden
gecirilmesini zorunlu kilan pratik ortam arasinda bir denge icinde aklin ahlaki eyleme kaynaklik edebilecegine
isaret eder (Tatar, 2008: 17-20). Var olan tarihsel durumun ahlak pratigi tizerindeki etkisi ve yasamin spesifik
yapisinin keskin degisim ve doniistimlere sahne olan dogasi nedeniyle ahlaken neyin iyi neyin koti oldugu ttim
zamanlar igin gegerli olacak sekilde kesin bir bilgi konusu haline gelemez. Bu bakimdan ahlak ilkeleri insan
aklina yalnizca iginde bulundugu ortamda ahlaki olarak iyi ve kétiinin ne oldugu hususunda rehberlik
yapabilir. Aklin rolti ise eldeki ahlak ilkelerini kayitsiz sartsiz mevcut duruma uygulamak yerine mevcut
durumda kisiden beklenileni yerine getirmektir. Bu dogrultuda ahlak, genel itibariyle halihazirda var olan
kurallara uymaktan ziyade pratik aklin bir faaliyetiyle dogru olani fark edebilme sorunudur (Tatar, 2008: 22).
Aristoteles’te ahlaki eylemin ortaya ¢ikisinda pratik aklin nasil bir isleyise sahip oldugunu degerlendirmeyi
amaglayan bu ¢alismada, aklin, pratik ve teorik gortintimiiniin ahlakla nasil bir iliski icerisinde olduguna ve
ttiimel ilkelerin pratik diizlemdeki tikellere nasil uygulanacagina deginilecektir.

Ahlaki Amag Olarak Eudaimonia

Aristoteles’in ahlak anlayisi, makul bir ahlaki tutumu 6n plana ¢ikaran ve insanin nihai amacma gonderme
yapan bir anlayistir. Kendi ifadesiyle “her sanat ve her arastirma, ayni sekilde her eylem ve tercihin de bir iyiyi
arzuladigr distintiltr”; bu nedenle iyi her seyin arzuladigi seydir (Aristoteles, 2012: 1094a). Buna gore her
eylem, kendisinden baska bir seyi hedefler ve bu seyi ortaya ¢ikarma egiliminden kendi degerini ¢ikarsar. Onun
icin ahlaklilik bazi eylemleri, kendinde iyi oldugu igin degil; kisiyi insan icin iyi olana yaklastirabildigi icin
yapmaktan ibarettir. Teleolojik bir ahlak anlayisini savunan Aristoteles’e gore her eylem kendinde degerli olan
nihai bir amaca sahip olmalidir ve tiim eylemlerin bu amaci ayni olmalidir (Ross, 2011: 294-295). iste bu amaci
yani en yiiksek iyiyi Aristoteles, eudaimonia® yani mutluluk olarak tarif eder.

Platon ve Sokrates, iyiyi i¢inde yasanilan diinyaya ait herhangi bir mutlulukla baglantili olarak
degerlendirmezler. Platon’a gore iyi kavraminin pradigmatik anlami onu iyi ideas1 olarak kavramakla verilir,
bunun neticesinde iyi hakkinda kullanilan her seye tek olan iyi ideasiyla ayn1 baglant: atfedilir. Bu gortise gore
biitiin kategorilerdeki yargilarda kullamlan iyi ideasinin altina giren her sey tek bir arastirmanin ve bilimin
konusu olmalidir. Ancak iyi olan seylerin pek ¢ok bilim tarafindan ele alindigin1 bu nedenle de Platon’un iyi
kavraminin farkli kullanimlarini izah edemeyecegini diistinen Aristoteles’e gore Platoncu kendi basina bizzat
ayr1 bir iyi kavrami bir insan tarafindan yapilacak ya da ulasilacak bir sey degildir. Aslinda bir insani etkinligin
ulasmaya calistig1 sey tam olarak insani diizlemdeki bir iyi olmalidir; insanin aradig1 ve amag edindigi iyi, agskin
bir nesnenin adi olamaz. Bir seyi iyi olarak adlandirmak onun askin olup olmasi fark etmeksizin onun var
oldugunu soylemek degil, onu arzunun bir nesnesi olarak kabul etmek demektir. Bu ise iyi'nin eudaimonia
anlaminda mutlulukla 6zdeslestirilmesini gerektirir. Mutlulugun nihai amag yani iyi olmas1 onun gercekten
sahip olmasi gereken ayirt edici iki 6zelligi tasimasi zorunlu kilar (MacIntyre, 2001a: 71-72). Insan icin iyi her
zaman kendisi i¢in segilen, asla baska herhangi bir seye erismek icin bir ara¢ olmayan, kendi kendine yeten ve
hayat1 kendisiyle se¢ilmeye deger kilan nihai bir sey olmalidir. Iste mutlulugun gostergeleri, bu iki 6zelliktir.
Buradan hareketle Aristoteles, mutlulugun insanlarin pesinden gittikleri nihai, kendine yeter bir iyi oldugunu;

1 Hazza esitlenemeyecek olan eudaimonia kavram “iyi durumda olma” (well-being) seklinde de kullanilmaktadir (Ross, 2011: 297-
298).
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baska bir seyin aract olmadigin ve diger iyiler gibi bir iyi olmadigini soylemektedir.

Mutlulugun sahip oldugu iyinin bu 6zgultgi insanin nihai amacimin ne olduguyla baglant: icerisindedir. Bu
baglantinin agikliga kavusturulmas: insanin ayirt edici islevine deginmeyi gerektirir. Aristoteles insanin islevini
sanat alanindan oOrneklere basvurarak ele alir. Nasil ki bir fliit sanatgisinin islevi fliit ¢almak ya da bir
heykeltirasin islevi heykel yapmak ise bir insanin da yalmizca kendine 6zgii bir islevi bulunmaktadir
(Aristoteles, 2012: 1098a 5-15). Hayvanlar ve bitkilerle biiytime ile {iremeyi, hayvanlar ile duyumu paylasan
insan bu yetilere ilave olarak akla sahiptir (to logon ekhon). Bir plana, kurala sahip olan bu yetinin icinde, bir plani
iceren bir alt yeti ile ona tabi olan diger bir alt yeti vardir. Bu yetinin hayatiyla ilgili olan mutluluk, yalnizca bir
kuvve degil fiil olmalidir. Ayn1 zamanda bu yeti, erdemlerin en iyi ve miikemmel olanina uygundur ve sadece
kisa donemlerde degil, fakat biitiin hayat boyunca kendini gostermelidir (Ross, 2011: 299-300). Su halde akil,
insanin hangi tiirden eylemlere yonelecegine ve amacinin ne olduguna dair bir yol gostericidir. Aristoteles’in
ifadesiyle; [...] insanin isinin belli bir yasam oldugunu, bu yasamin da ruhun akla uygun etkinligi ve boyle eylemler
oldugunu; erdemli insana yakisanin bunlar: iyi ve giizel bicimde yapmast oldugunu, her seyin ise kendine 6zgii erdeme gére
iyi yapilirsa, 1yi gerceklestirilmis oldugunu da ileri siiriiyoruz (Aristoteles, 2012: 1098a 15).

Teorik Akil ve Pratik Akil Ayrimi

Aristoteles’e gore erdemli bir yasami miimkiin kilan akil yetisinin teorik ve pratik olmak tizere iki ayr1 yoni
bulunur. Teorik akil, kendisine degismez, ezeli-ebedi nesneleri konu alir, varligin ve bilginin ilk ilkelerini
arastirir, seylerin nicin olduklar1 gibi olduklarmi gosterir ve teoriler olusturur. Aklin bizzat kendisi icin istenen
s0z konusu etkinlik sophia, teorik ya da felsefi bilgeliktir. Pratik akil ise gtindelik yasamin ayrilmaz bir parcasi
olan diinyevi islerle ugrasan, bedensel isteklere rehberlik eden, arzu ve istahlar1 kontrol altina alan akildir. Aklin
diinyaya iliskin bu kismi, insana eylemlerinde yol gosterir ve pratik bilgelik saglar. Pratik bilgelik yani phronesis
ise insanlar igin iyi ve kotii olan seylerle ilgili olarak bir ilke yardimiyla eylemde bulunma yeterliligi saglar
(Ozlem, 2004: 51). Genel itibariyle teorik akil, seyler arasindaki baglantilar1 anlamay1 amaglarken pratik akil,
hedeflenen sonuglar1 giivence altina alacak yollar1 gosterir (Lloyd, 2014: 192). Bu nedenle Aristoteles’te aklin bu
iki ayr1 yont ahlaki yasam s6z konusu oldugunda birbiriyle baglant: icerisindedir. Teorik akil, nihai hedef olan
mutlulugun mabhiyetine iliskin bilgiyi insana verir, ancak en tstiin iyinin ama¢ oldugunu bilmek, ahlaki
eylemlerin gerceklestirilebilmesi icin yeterli degildir. Iyiye ya da mutluluga gotiirecek pratiklerin neler
oldugunu ve bunlarin nasil eyleme doniistiiriilecegini gosteren pratik akildir. Baska bir ifadeyle teorik aklimn
verdigi ttimel bilgi ile tikeller diinyasina uygulanmasini saglayan ve mutluluga ulastiracak tikellerin bilgisini
veren, pratik akildir (Ozturan, 2013: 129).

Aristoteles, mutluluk amacini gerceklestirmede etkin olan ruhun akilli kismmin (akil kuvvesinin) bes ayri
erdeminin bulundugunu ileri stirer. “Ruhun evet ya da hayir derken onlarla dogruya ulastig1 seylerin sayis1 bes:
Bunlar sanat (tekhne), bilim (episteme), akli basindalik (phronesis), bilgelik (sophia) ve us/akil (nous)” (Aristoteles,
2012: 1139b 15-20). Bu kavramlardan bilim, bilgelik/sophia, us/akil teorik diistinme kuvvesiyle; sanat/ tekhne ve
phronesis pratik diistinme kuvvesiyle iligkilidir. Bu erdemler, inceledikleri ve ele aldiklar1 nesneler ve konular
bakiminda farklilasirlar. Nous ve epistemeden farkli nesneleri ele alan phronesis, degisen ve olusa tabi olan ve
baska tiirlii olabilen nesnelerle ilgilenirken; episteme ve nousun nesneleri ise degismez ve ebedidir (Nightingale,
2004: 200). Sophia, episteme ve nous, statik bir evrenin mahiyet-6z sorusturmasina yoneliktir; phronesis ve tekhne
ise eyleme, eylemin secilmesine ve degerine yoneliktir (Cotok, 2011: 131). Baska bir anlatimla bilimsel bilgi veya
episteme, evrensel ve zorunlu olanin bilgisiyle ilgilidir ve praksise uygun akil ytiirtitmeden farklilik arz eder.
Tercihle iliskili bir akil yurtitme tarzi olan phronesis ise degisken olan ile ilgilenir, evrensel ile 6zel arasinda derin
diistinmeyi ve miizakereyi icerir (Bernstein, 2009: 209-210). Hakkinda degisik kanaatlere (doksa/sani) sahip
olunabilen seylerle baglantili olan phronesis, tercih ve karar gerektiren 6zel, somut ile genel ilkeler arasinda
aracilik yapan akil yiirtitme tarzidir. Bu aracilik Kartezyen anlamda teknik kurallara ya da yonteme basvuruyla
veya onceden verili kesin bir evrenseli 6zel bir duruma uygulamakla gerceklestirilemez. Phronesis, evrensel olan
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ile 6zel olanin birlikte belirlendigi ahlaki eylemi yapabilme bilgisini gerektiren bir akletme tarzidir (Bernstein,
2009: 209).

Bu bilgiler 1s1g§inda sophiadan farkli olarak insani iyilerle ilgili pratigi iceren phronesis, evrenselin bilgisini
icermez. Bu nedenle Aristoteles, sophia erdemine sahip olan herkesin phronesis erdemine sahip olmadigina ve bu
erdemin yasamin kendisine dair bir bilgelik olduguna dikkat ceker: “Bilgelik doga geregi en degerli seylere
iliskin bir bilgi ve ustur. Bunun icin Anaksagoras’a, Thales’e ve boyle kisilere akli basinda (phronimos) degil,
“bilge” diyoruz, ¢linkii insanca iyileri aramadiklarindan otiirti kendilerine yararh seyleri bilmedikleri, biiytik,
hayranlik verici, zor, tanrisal ama yararsiz seyleri bildikleri sdylenir. Oysa akli basindalik (phronesis) insansal
seylerle ve iizerinde diistiniiliip tagimilacak seylerle ilgilidir” (Aristoteles, 2012: 1141b). Oyleyse phronesis
erdemini tastyan kisi, mevcut kosullar icinde dogru kavrayisa sahip olup kendisi ve diger insanlar igin iyi olamn
kesfedebilme 6zelligine sahiptir.

Pratik Akilin Dogru Eylemi Belirleme Siireci

Pratik aklin ahlaki eyleme nasil kaynaklik yaptigmi anlayabilmek igin phronesisin ne tiir bir akil yiirtitmeyi
icerdigi daha detayli olarak ele alinmalidir. Aristoteles Nikomakhos’a Etik adli eserinde phronesisi ahlaki
eylemlerin hayata gecirilmesini saglayan bir diistince erdemi olarak degerlendirilir. Kendi ifadesiyle “akl
basindaligin (phronesis), insansal iyilerle ilgili, akilla giden, dogru, uygulayic1 bir huy olmasi zorunludur. [...]
Madem ruhun akildan pay alan iki yan1 var, bunlardan birinin, yani sani ile ilgili yaninin erdemi olmasi gerek,
¢linkii san1 bagka tiirlii olabilecek seyle ilgili, akli basindalik da dyle” (Aristoteles, 2012: 1140b 20-25). Demek ki
aklin san ile ilgilenen kismina ait bir erdem olan phronesis, insana iliskin durumlarla ilgilidir ve sartlarin sonsuz
cesitliligi icerisinde somut olan1 gorebilmeyi igerir (Gadamer, 2008: 29). Dolayisiyla phronesis sadece bir diistince
etkinligi degil, kisinin nasil ve ne sekilde eylemde bulunacagina iliskin bir erdemdir. Phronesise sahip olan kisi
yani phronimos “biittintiyle iyi yasamla ile ilgili olarak nelerin kendisi igin iyi ve yararli oldugu konusunda
yerinde diistinebilme” 6zelligine sahiptir (Aristoteles, 2012: 1140b, 118).

Aristoteles, phronesis kavramini hem bir erdem hem de erdemin uygulanmasiyla ilgili pratik aklin bir unsuru
olarak ele alir. Eudemos’a Etik adli eserde yer alan ve erdemle ilgili olan ilk tanima gore phronesis, orta yol
kavrayisina isaret eden bir karakter erdemidir. Buna gore phronesis, asiriliklar arasinda denge olusturan bir
erdemdir. Retorik adl1 eserde yer alan diger kavrayis ise tercih islemiyle baglantilidir ve insanlarin iyi ya da kot
olan seylerin mutlulukla iliskisi tizerine akilli kararlar almalarina imkan saglayan anlayislilik erdemine isaret
eder. Burada phronesis, daha ziyade ahlaki secimler esnasinda karar ve tercihlerin yapilabilmesini saglayan
erdemdir (Cotok, 2011: 23-25). Nikomakhos’a Etik’te ise Aristoteles, bir diistince erdemi seklinde ele aldig1 ve iyi
ve kot seylerle iliskili olan phronesisin hem pratik hem de diistinsel bir nitelige sahip oldugunu, eylemleri
yonlendiren ve sonradan kazanilan dogru bir tutum, davranis ve huy oldugunu savunur (Aristoteles, 2012:
1140b 5-30).

Buradan hareketle pratik aklin erdemi olan phronesis bir diistince erdemi olmasimin yani sira genel ilkelerin tikel
durumlara nasil uygulanacagini bilme erdemidir. Bu erdem, entelektiiel olarak ilkeler formiile etme ya da ne
yapilmas: gerektigi ile ilgili olarak dediiktif ¢ikarim yapma yetenegi degildir; ilkenin somut bir forma
biirtinecegi sekilde eyleme yetenegidir ve herhangi bir erdem degil, her erdemin kilit tasidir. Bir kisi miikemmel
ilkelere sahip olabilir, ancak phronesis erdemi olmaksizin bu ilkeler pratige gecirilemez. Ya da bir insan,
erdemleri cezalandirilma korkusu gibi nedenlerden dolay1 yerine getiriyorsa bu kisi erdemli olmaz, her
haliikdrda bu kisi phronesis erdeminden yoksun bir kisidir. Aristoteles’e gore phronesis basiret anlamiyla bir
kimsenin diger erdemlere bagliliginin o kimsenin eylemlerinde 6rneklenecegi sekilde eylemde bulunmas: ile
goriintise ¢ikar. Basiret, aracin verili bir amaca yol acacagini gormek gibi basit bir yeti degildir (MacIntyre 2001a:
85). Baska bir ifadeyle phronesis kendisiyle evrenselin tikele kolayca uygulanacagi kesin teknik bir kuraldan
hareket etmez. fhtiyag¢ duyulan sey bu 6zel duruma uygun olan evrensellerin yorumu ve spesifikasyonudur
(Bernstein, 2009: 78). Aristoteles phronesisi marifet anlaminda da kullanir ve basiretin marifeti icerdigini ileri
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stirer. Buna gore erdeme sahip olan kisinin marifeti basirettir; basiret ise insanlarin gercek telosuna iliskin bir
kavrayisin marifetle bir birlesimidir. Basiretin rolti daima belli bir genellik dl¢iistine sahip olacak olan verili bir
ilkenin verili bir durumda nasil uygulanacagim bilmektir (MacIntyre 2001a: 86). Bu dogrultuda ahlaki eylemin
gerceklestirilmesinin kosulu olan phronesis, degisen zaman ve ortamlarda degismez genel ilkeleri 6zel durumlara
uygulayabilmeyi ve iyiyi ortaya ¢ikarilabilmeyi saglar. Su hélde phronesis iyi yasama iliskin, uygulamaya yonelik
bir erdemdir. Ahlak, iyi yasama dair sadece teorik bilgiye degil, ayn1 zamanda eylem ya da faaliyetle gecen etkin
bir hayata yoneliktir. Insan igin iyi ve yasam icin yararli olan seye, sadece iyiyi bilmekle degil; uygulama ve
eylemde bulunmakla ulasilir (Aristoteles, 2003: 34). Aristoteles’e gore phronesis erdemine sahip olmak ve onu
uygulayabilmek, uzun bir stirecte olusmus tecriibelere baghdir. Nitekim pratik akil, ancak tecrtibe sayesinde
isabetli kararlar alabilir. Kendi ifadesiyle;

Genglerin geometrici, matematikci ya da bu tiir bir bilge olup phronimos olmamalar: da bunu gdsteriyor. Bunun nedeni
akli bagindali§in yalnmizea deneyimle bilinebilen tek tek seylerle ilgili olmasi, bir gencin ise deneyimli olmamasidir.
Deneyim uzun zaman gerektirir. Nigin bir gencin matematikci olabilmesine karsin bir bilge ya da doga bilimcisi
olamadi1 arastirilmak istenebilir. Birinin (matematiksel nesneler) soyutlama ile elde edilmesinden, otekilerin ise
deneyime dayanmasindan dolay: olabilir (Aristotle, 2004: 1142a).

Gengler tecriibesizliklerinin yani sira duygu ve tutkularimi dizginleyemediklerinden bedensel arzularinin
pesinden kosmaya egilimlidirler ve 6zdenetimden yoksundurlar; tim bunlar kisinin iyi ve yararhh olam tercih
etmesine birer engel teskil eder (Aristoteles, 1995: 1389a-1389b). Genglerin bu karakter 6zelliklerinin aksine
tecriibe sahibi olgun insanlar, duygu ve tutkularinda asirtya kag¢mazlar, akillariyla yasamlarim
yonlendirebilirler. Bu nedenle phronimos genel ahlaki ilkeleri bilmekle kalmaz tikellerle ilgili tecriibelere de
sahiptir. Aristoteles’in ifadesiyle;

Akl baginda olan insanin (phronimos) genel (tiimel) disinda ayrintilara (tikel) da hakim olmas: gerekir, eylemlerimiz ise
tekil olaylarla ilgilidir. Kimi zamanlar tecriibeli insanlar bilmedikleri seylerde o konuyu bilen insanlardan daha basarili
olabilirler. Ornegin bir insan kolay hazmetmek ya da saglikli olmast icin hafif et yemek gerektigini biliyor fakat hangi
etlerin hafif olduklarim bilmiyorsa, o kisi baskalarin saghikli kilamaz ancak hangi etin hafif oldugunu biliyorsa saglik
verir. Kisacast akli basinda olmak bir seyi uygulamakla ilgilidir, tabii ki her ikisine de sahip olmamiz gerekir fakat daha
cok uygulamaya sahip olmaluyiz (Aristoteles, 2014: 1141b).

Pratik aklin yetkin kararlar alabilmesinde tecriibeye ihtiya¢c duymas1 ayn1 zamanda phronesise sahip olan kisinin
kendisinden hareket ettigi san1 bilgisinin temelsiz bir bilgi olmadigini gosterir. Nitekim sani, daha 6nce defalarca
tecriibe edilmis, deneyime dayal1 bir bilgidir. “Dolayisiyla deneyimli kisilerin, yaslilarin ya da akli basinda
kisilerin (phronimos) kanitlanmamis goriislerine ve kanilarina kanitlamalardan daha az deger vermemek
gerekir. Ctinkii onlar deneyime dayanan bakislariyla sag (dogru/isabetli) bir sekilde gortirler” (Aristoteles, 2012:
1143b, 10-15). Bu bakimdan phronimosu basarili kilan en 6nemli unsurlardan biri de tecriibe ile kazandig:
bilgidir. Bu bilgi niteliksel olarak kanitlanabilir bilgiden daha asagi diizeyde degildir. O halde phronimos,
diistinsel bir yeterliligin yani sira tecriibeden de yararlanarak kendisi ve baskalar1 i¢in iyi olana yonelir.

Pratik aklin tek tek olaylar karsisinda uygun ahlaki eylemi belirlemesinde ona eslik eden bir baska unsur orta
olma ya da vasatlik ilkesidir. Aristoteles’e gore “erdem, tercihlere iliskin bir huy: Akil tarafindan ve akli basinda
insanin (phronimos) belirleyecegiyle belirlenen, bizle ilgili olarak orta olanda bulunma huyudur” (Aristoteles,
2012: 1107a 5). Aristoteles bu ilkeyi anlatirken biri sanattan digeri tiptan olmak tizere iki 6rnege basvurur. ik
ornege gore fazlalik ve eksiklik bir seyi bozarken orta olma korur; bunun icin iyi sanatc1 fazlaligin ve eksikligin
eserin giizelligini bozdugunu diistinerek orantisiz olandan kaginir (Aristoteles, 2012: 1106b 10-15). Diger trnege
gore ise cok fazla ya da ¢ok az yiyecek tiiketmek; ¢ok fazla ya da ¢ok az egzersiz yapmak insan sagligina zarar
verirken bunlarin dogru oranda yapilmas: ise viicuda saglik kazandirir (Aristoteles, 2012: 1104a 5-15). Bu
orneklerde oldugu gibi ahlaki erdemler ve kotiiliikler fazlalik, orta olma ve eksiklik barindiran duygulanim ve
eylemlerle ilgilidir. Yani kisinin korkma, arzu etme, ofkelenme, acima, haz ve aciyr farkli derecelerde
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hissetmesine karsin bunlar1 ¢ok fazla ya da ¢ok az hissetmesi kotiidiir. Aristoteles’in ifade ettigi gibi “gerektigi
zaman, gereken seylere, gereken kisilere karsi, gerektigi icin, gerektigi gibi bunlar1 yapmak orta olandir ve en
iyidir, bu da erdeme 6zgtidtir” (Aristoteles, 2012: 1107a).

Ote yandan ahlaki iyi ve kétiiyii belirleyen bu genel ilkenin uygulanmasi, karsilagilan pratikle baglantili olarak
degiskenlik gostermektedir. Aristoteles’e gore oncelikle hicbir erdeme tekabiil etmeyen zina ve hirsizlik gibi
kotiliikler vardir; bunlar ne sekilde yapildiklarma bakilmaksizin kotii olarak degerlendirilir. Bu istisnalar
disinda fazlalik ve eksiklikten kaginma hedefine matematiksel bir orta nokta tespit etmekle ulasilamaz.
Dolayisiyla orta, “bize gore orta olandir” (Aristoteles, 2012: 1106b). Aristoteles bu ilkenin degiskenligini su
sekilde degerlendirir: Spora yeni baslayan bir insanin yemesi gereken yemek miktar1 profesyonel bir sporcu icin
yetersizdir. Aym sekilde profesyonel bir sporcunun yemesi gereken yiyecek ise amator bir sporcu icin fazladur.
Burada asil olan kisinin kim oldugunun hesaba katilmasidir. Dogru miktarda yiyecek spora yeni baslayan ve
profesyonel bir sporcu icin farkli olacaktir. Bu diistincesiyle ahlaki erdemin 6znel oldugunu kastetmeyen
Aristoteles, ortanin nerede bulundugunu belirlerken her insanin huyunun dikkate alinmasi gerektigine isaret
eder. Orta olma, pratik aklin ve phronesisin tarif ettigidir. Erdem boylesi bir orta noktayr amag edinir.
Aristoteles’e gore yanlisa diismek pek ¢ok sekilde olurken orta olan tek sekilde olur; hedefe isabet etmemek
kolay, isabet etmek ise zordur (Aristoteles, 2012: 1106b 30-35).

Aristoteles, Nikomakhos’a Etik’te orta olanin bulunmasimmin karmasik ve zor bir is olduguna farkli sekillerde
dikkat ceker. Adalet ve tip alanindan verdigi 6rnekte adaletin nasil uygulanacagini bilmenin, yasay1 anlamaktan
ote bir sey oldugunu ve tipta oldugu gibi adalete neyin katkida bulundugunu bilmenin bazi genel kurallar1
bilmek degil, farkli durumlarda beklenen neticeyi neyin getirecegini anlamak oldugunu vurgular:

Adaletli seyleri ve adaletsiz olan seyleri bilmek i¢in hi¢ de bilge olmak gerekmedigini, ¢ctinkii yasalarin soz ettigi seyleri
anlamanin pek gii¢ olmadigini diisiiniirler (ne var ki adaletli seyler bunlar degildir) [...] ama eylemler nasil yapilirsa ve
verilen seyler nasil verilirse adaletli olacaklar, bunu bilmek sagliga yararl seyleri bilmekten daha biiyiik bir istir. Ciinkii
saglik konusunda da bali, sarabi, hiyar-1 sembeyi, yakmayi, kesmeyi bilmek kolaydir; ama saglik icin bunlari nasil, kime,
ne zaman vermek ya da yapmak gerektigini bilmek doktor olmak kadar zor bir istir. [...] Doktorluk yapmak ve
iyilestirmek, kesmek ya da kesmemek ve ila¢ vermek ya da vermemek degil de bunu belli bir sekilde yapmaktir
(Aristoteles, 2012: 1137a 10-25).

Yukarida ifade edilenler 1s1§1nda orta ya da iyi olma, belirli bazi duygulara sahip olma ya da belirli eylemlerde
bulunma sorunu degildir; kisinin, eylem esnasinda kendi 6zel kosullarin1 dikkate almasini ve her eylemini tek
tek degerlendirerek gerceklestirmesini ifade eder. Orta olma bize goredir, ama phronimosun onu tarif ettigi
sekilde tarif edilir. Aristoteles erdemin iki u¢ arasinda yer alan bir ortada bulundugunu ifade ederken bu
durumun kisiden kisiye farklilik gostermesi hususunda esneklik saglamis; kisinin kendi egilimlerini ve
yonelimlerini kesfetmesi ve onlar1 dengelemesi gerektigini savunmustur. Baska bir ifadeyle orta olma ilkesi,
erdemin nerede bulundugu sorusuna bir ¢6ziim getiremez; o, ancak erdemin nerede aranacagina ve bunun belli
bir sinirlar icerisinde bulunabilecegine isaret eder (LLyod, 2014: 189-190). Bu nedenle kisinin “gerektigi zaman,
gereken seylere, gereken kisilere karsi, gerektigi icin, gerektigi gibi” eylemde bulunabilmesi icin gerekeni
tanimlama gorevi pratik akla aittir. Bu nedenle orta olma ilkesinde phronimosun tarifi énemlidir. Zira pratik
yasamin degisken yapisint dogru bir sekilde degerlendirerek eylemde bulunmak herkesin iistesinden
gelebilecegi bir sey degildir. Bu baglamda genel ahlaki ilkelerin bilgisine sahip olmak yeterli olmadigindan
phronimosun tecriibesi devreye girer.

Simdi pratik aklmn isleyisinde phronimosun tecriibi bilgi ve orta olma ilkesine gore hareket etmesini izah ederken
timel bilginin tikele nasil uygulandigimin agiklanmas: gerekmektedir. Phronesis kavrami, ahlaki ttimel ilkeleri,
tikel olaylarda iyi eylemi tercih etmek icin kullanmaya yani insanin asil amaci olan mutluluga ulastiracak
tikelleri bulmaya ve onlar1 degerlendirmeye isaret eder (Ozturan, 2013, 153). Dolayisiyla phronesis amaca
ulastiracak bir akil yurtitmedir, amacin kendisi degildir; nitekim enine boyuna diisiinme eylemi amagclara
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yonelik olmayip aracglara yoneliktir. Kendi ifadesiyle “enine boyuna diisiinme ¢ogu kez belirli bir sekilde
olanlarda ama [bir durumda] nasil olacaklar1 belirsiz olanlarda ve belirlenemeyeceklerde soz konusudur”
(Aristoteles, 2012: 1112b). Ornegin bir doktor hastay1 iyilestirip iyilestirmemek hususunda enine boyuna
diistinmez; bu nedenle insan, amaci belirleyip nasil ve hangi araclarla ona ulasacagini arastirir ve bircok yoldan
amaca ulasilabilecek gibi goriinse de s6z konusu amacin en kolay, en iyi sekilde nasil gerceklestirilebilecegini
arastirir. Bu nedenle hakkinda duistintiltip tasmnilan, amag degil, amaca gotiirenlerdir (Aristoteles, 2012: 1112b 10-
15; 1113b 5). Su halde teorik akil nihai amaci gosterir ve tiimel ilkeleri verir; pratik akil ve daha 6zel olarak da
phronesis tikel bilgi diizleminde nihai amaclara gotiiren yollar1 enine boyuna diistinerek hangi uygulamalara
gereksinim duyulacagini gosterir.

Pratik aklin ttimel bilgiyi tikele uyarlamasinda Aristoteles, phronimosun akil yiirtitme islemini en iyi sekilde
yapmas1 gerektigini ileri stirer. Bu bakimdan Aristoteles, phronesisi dosdogru akln? yani “orthos logos”un
kullanilmasi olarak nitelendirir. Dosdogru bir akil yiirtitmeden beklenen degerlendirilen durumla ilgili gercegin
dogru bir sekilde yakalanmasidir. Ancak bu derinlemesine arastirma stireci phronimosun kendine ozgi
perspektifinden yapilir (Lear, 1995: 66). Aristoteles’e gore ahlaki eylemlerin ortak niteligi onlarin dosdogru akil
yliriitmeye gore gerceklestirilmeleridir (Aristoteles, 2012: 1103b 30). Dosdogru akil ytirtitmeyle beraber ahlaki
eylemlerin bir diger ortak ozelligi orta olma ilkesine gore belirlenmis olmalaridir. Aristoteles’in ifadesiyle
“boylece erdemlerin ortak cinsini bicimsel olarak belirlemis ve orta olma olduklarmi [...] ve sag aklin
buyurdugu sekilde olduklarini sdylemis olduk” (Aristoteles, 2012:1114b 25-30). Dolayistyla erdemi belirleyen sey
orthos logostur ve orthos logos ise phronesise uygun olandir. Buna gore “erdem, [...] yalnizca sag akla uygun
degildir, ayn1 zamanda sag, akilla birlikte giden bir huydur erdem. Sag akil ise bu tiir seyler konusundaki akli
basindaliktir (phronesis)” (Aristoteles, 2012: 1144b 25). Dosdogru bir akil ytirtitmenin karsiti ise kendine egemen
olamamak, eylemlerinde asirtya kagmak, tutkularinin ve bedensel hazlarin kolesi olmak, mal-miilk ile mevki
hirsma kapilmaktir (Aristoteles, 2012: 1147b 5; 1147 30). Oyleyse ahlaki iyinin gerceklestirilmesi icin phronesis
erdemi, dosdogru akil ytirtitme faaliyeti ve orta olma ilkesi gerekli unsurlardir. Bu unsurlarin bir araya
gelmemesi kisinin 6zdenetimini kaybetmesi, ruhun akil dist kisminin kontrol edilememesi anlamina gelir.

Bu noktada phronesis ve karakter erdemlerini birbirine baglayan Aristoteles, phronesisten bagimsiz iyi olmanin ve
karakter erdeminden bagimsiz phronesis erdemine sahip olmanin imkéansiz olacagini savunur (Aristoteles, 2012:
1144b 30). Zira bu iki erdem tiirti birbirinden ayrilamaz; yapilan ayrim bunlarin elde edilis yollar1 arasindaki
farkliliga dayanir. Phronesis 6gretimle, karakter erdemleri ise aliskanliga yonelik alistirmalarla elde edilir. Kisi
adil ya da cesur eylemlerde bulunarak adil ve cesur; diizenli 6grenimle teorik ve pratik alanda bilgili insan
haline gelir (MacIntyre, 2001b: 231). Ruhun gozii olarak adlandirilan phronesis, karakter erdemi olmaksizin
kendisine sahip olunamayan bir erdemdir. Bu nedenle pratik aklin kullanilmas1 karakter erdemlerinin varligini
gerektirir. Aksi takdirde pratik akil, araclar1 herhangi bir amaca uyarlamada kendini gosteren belirli bir seytani
yetiye doniisiir ya da bu tiir bir yetiye dontisecek sekilde bozulmaya baslar. Diger taraftan phronesissiz ahlaki
erdem ise dogal erdem olarak adlandirilir. Bu ise ¢ocuklarin ve hayvanlarin bile sahip olabilecegi ama erdeme
dontismesi i¢in egitim ve dosdogru akil yiirtitmeye ihtiya¢ duyan dogal bir huydur (Lloyd 2014: 193) Nitekim
erdemler insanda dogal olarak bulunmaz; insan onlar1 edinebilecek dogal bir yapiya sahiptir. insan erdemleri
oteki sanatlarda oldugu gibi daha once etkinlikte bulunarak, egitim ve aliskanlikla 6grenir. Ancak dogru sonuca
nasil ulasilacagini gormek dosdogru akil ytirtitmeyi, enine boyuna diistinmeyi gerektirir.

Sonug¢

Aristoteles, ahlaki ilkeler ile bu ilkeleri bir sekilde sinirlayan veya gozden gecirilmesini zorunlu kilan pratik
ortam arasinda bir denge icinde aklin ahlaki eyleme kaynaklik edebilecegine isaret eder. Teorik ve pratik boyuta
sahip olan aklin seyler arasindaki baglantilar1 anlamay1 amaglamas: teorik boyutunu ve giindelik yasamin

2 Saffet Babiir tarafindan “sag akil” olarak karsilanan orthos logos kavraminin “dosdogru akil” seklindeki gevirisi igin bkz. (Ozturan,
2013: 156).
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ayrilmaz bir parcasi olan diinyevi islerle ugrasip bedensel istek ve arzular1 yonlendirmesi ise pratik boyutunu
olusturur. Aklin bu iki boyutu ahlaki yasam s6z konusu oldugunda birbiriyle baglanti icerisindedir. Teorik akil
insanin amacina yonelik bilgiyi verirken pratik akil ise ttimel bilgiyi pratik yasamdaki tikel durumlara uygulama
isini tistlenir.

Pratik aklin erdemi olan phronesis, teorik akil yiirtitme faaliyetinde oldugu gibi evrensel ve zorunlu olanin
bilgisiyle ilgili degil, praksise uygun bir akil ytirtitmede bulunur. Bu, dogru karar vermeyle ilgili bir akil
ylriitmedir ve degisken seylerle ilgilidir. Ahlaki eylemlerin hayata gegirilmesini saglayan bir erdem olan
phronesis, tercih gerektiren 6zel, somut ile evrensel ilkeler arasinda aracilik eden bir akil yiirtitmedir. Ancak bu
akil yiirtitme tarzi, Kartezyen teknik ve yontemlere basvurmaz; énceden verili bir evrenseli 6zel bir duruma
uygulamay1 da icermez. Dolayisiyla pratik akil, ilkeler formiile etme ya da yapilmasi gerekenlere dediiktif bir
¢ikarimla ulasmay1 saglayan bir yeti olmayip genel ilkeyi somut bir forma doniistiirme yetisidir ve bu anlamda
biitiin erdemlerin gerceklestirilmesinin kosuludur. Kisaca pratik akil, phronesis erdemiyle degisen zaman ve
ortamlarda degismez genel ilkeleri 6zel durumlara uygulayabilmeyi ve iyiyi ortaya ¢ikarilabilmeyi saglar.

Ote yandan phronesis erdemi uygulamaya yonelik oldugu igin tecriibeyle beslenir. Yani pratik akil isabetli
kararlar alabilmesi icin uzun bir siirecte olusmus tecriibelerden yararlanir. Phronimosun ayrintilara hakim olmasi
deneyime dayali bilgiye sahip olmasimi gerekli kilar. Pratik aklin tikel olaylar karsisinda dogru segimleri
yapabilmesinde ona eslik eden diger bir unsur orta olma ilkesidir. Bu baglamda ahlaki erdemler ve kotiiltikler
fazlalik, orta olma ve eksiklik barndiran duygulanim ve eylemlerle ilgilidir. Ancak bu ilkenin uygulanmasi
matematiksel bir orta bulma seklinde degil, pratik aklin ve phronimosun tarif ettigi sekilde ve her eylemin tek tek
degerlendirilmesi suretiyle gerceklesir. Dolayisiyla erdemi belirleyen sey orthos logos'tur ve orthos logos ise
phronesise uygun olandir. Gergegin dogru bir sekilde yakalanmasi enine boyuna diistinmeyle birlikte dosdogru
bir akil ytirtitme islemine baghdir ve bu stirecte phronimosun kendine 6zgii perspektifi 6n planda olur. Aym
zamanda phronesis ahlaki erdem olmaksizin gerceklestirilemeyen bir erdemdir. Nitekim pratik akil ahlaki
erdemlerin yoklugunda seytani bir yetiye doniisebilecek bir potansiyele sahiptir. Su halde pratik aklin ahlaki
eylemleri gerceklestirmesi zor ve karmasik bir karar alma stireci olup; bu stirecte phronesis, ahlaki erdemlere,
tecriibeye, dosdogru bir akil yiirtitmeye ve orta olma ilkesine dayanarak ttimel ilkeleri tikel bir forma
doniistiiriir.
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Erzurum So6zlii Geleneginde Yasayan Tevrat Kaynakl1 Bir
Sahsiyet: Bel’am Bin Ba’ara

A Torah-Sourced Personality Living in the Oral Tradition of
Erzurum: Balam Son of Beor

Oz

Kur'an-1 Kerim insanliga ilahi mesaji iletirken ge¢mis milletlerin Allah’a karsi tutum ve
davraniglarindan 6rnekler sunmustur. Genelde kissa seklinde verilen bu 6rneklerden insanlarin
ders ¢ikarmasi ya da 6giit almasi istenmistir. Kissalarda yer alan isim ve mekanlar pek ¢ok ayette
ya yer almamus ya da ikinci planda kalmistir. ilk dénem Miisliimanlarinda merak uyandiran bu
durum, kissalarin ayrintili agiklanmasi noktasinda Miisliimanlar1 arayisa yoneltmistir. Fazla
uzaga gitmeyen Miisliimanlar, aralarindaki ticaret, komsuluk ve kiiltiirel alisverisin yogun
oldugu Yahudilerden kissalar hakkinda ayrintili bilgiler alarak Tevrat kaynakli anlatilarin tefsir
kitaplarina girmesine sebep olmuslardir. Tefsir kitaplarinda yer alan bu anlatilar zamanla diger
Islami eserlere intikal etmis ve Miisliimanlar arasinda yazili ve sozlii gelenek yoluyla yayilmaya
baslamustir.

Tiirklerin 1slamiyeti kabulii ile birlikte Tiirk halk bilimi tiriinleri de gesitlenmistir. Ozellikle Kur’an
kissalarmin tefsirinde Tevrat anlatilar1 motif ve konu bakimindan masal, halk hikayesi ve
efsanelerin yer aldig Tiirk anlat1 geleneginin kaynaklarindan birini olusturmustur.

IA A

Bel’am bin Ba'tra kissast da efsane/menkibe seklinde Tiirk sozlii anlati gelenegi icinde yer alan
Tevrat kaynakli anlatilardan biridir. Kissa, tefsirlerden s6zlii gelenege intikal ederek tespit edildigi
kadaryla yaklasik dort asirdan beri Erzurum’da anlatilmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bel’am bin Ba’tra, israiliyat, Halk anlatisi, Efsane, Sozlii gelenek

Abstract

While conveying the divine message to humanity, the Qur’an presented examples of the attitudes
and behaviors of past nations towards Allah. People were asked to take lessons or take advice
from these examples, which are generally given in the form of stories. The names and places
included in the stories were either not included in many verses or remained in the second plan.
This situation, which aroused curiosity among the Muslims of the first period, led the Muslims to
seek a detailed explanation of the stories. Muslims, who did not go very far, got detailed
information about the stories from the Jews with whom there was intense trade, neighborhood,
and cultural exchange, and they caused the Torah-based narratives to be included in the
interpretation books. These narrations in interpretation books were transferred to other Islamic
works over time and began to spread among Muslims through written and oral traditions.

Along with the acceptance of Islam by the Turks, Turkish folklore products have also diversified.
Especially in the interpretation of the Qur’anic stories, the Torah narratives have formed one of
the sources of the Turkish narrative tradition, which includes fairy tales, folk tales, and legends in
terms of motif and subject.

The story of Bel’dm bin Ba’tra is also one of the Torah-based narratives in the Turkish oral
narrative tradition in the form of legend/parable. The story has been told in Erzurum for about

four centuries, as far as it has been determined by transferring it from the interpretation to the oral
tradition.

Keywords: Balam son of Beor, 1srailiyat, Folk narrative, Legend, Oral tradition
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Giris

Kur’an-1 Kerim’de en ¢ok bahsedilen kavimlerin basinda Israilogullar1 gelmektedir. Kur’an bu kavim ile ilgili olay
ya da kissalara yer verirken, genelde isim ya da sahislar tizerinde durmayarak olay veya kissalardan ¢ikarilacak
derslere dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Kur’an-1 Kerim’de bahsedilen kissalardan ¢oguna Tevrat'in genisce yer veriyor
olusundan dolay1 Islamiyetin ilk dénemlerinde Yahudilerle birlikte yasayan ve onlarla etkilesim halinde olan
Miusltimanlarin, Kur’an kissalarimi Yahudilerin verdigi bilgilerle genislettigi gortilmektedir (Aydar, 2013: 94). Bu
durum Islam literattiriinde “Israiliyat” kavraminin dogmasina (Hatiboglu, 2001: 195) ve tefsir kitaplarmdaki
kissalar hakkinda Tevrat kaynakl: bilgiler verilmesine yol agmaktadir.

Ogzellikle peygamber kissalarinin kaynaklik ettigi anlatilarda yer, zaman ve isimlerin belirgin hale gelmesi dini
metinlerin edebi dontistimiinti de akla getirmektedir. Bu ctimleden olarak kutsal kitaplarda anlatilan peygamber
kissalarinin Miisltimanlar arasindaki edebi dontistimleri tizerinde en biiytik faktoriin tefsir kitaplari: oldugu bir
gercektir (Dasdemir, 2016: 14). Dontistimlerin temel dayanak noktasinda ise Tevrat menseli anlatilarin oldugu
goriilmektedir. Tefsir kitaplarinda yer alan kissalara ait anlatilar, asil konudan sapmadan Miisliimanlarin
mubhayyilesinde mekan ve isim degisikligine ugrayarak sozlii gelenek iginde cesitli efsane ve halk hikayelerine
kaynaklik etmektedir. Bu acidan Tiirk-Islam kiiltiir dairesi icinde Anadolu'nun pek cok bolgesinde bu tarz
efsanelerin izlerini stirmek mitmkiindiir. Bunlardan biri de Erzurum’da anlatilan Bel’am b. Ba'tra kissasidir.
Kur’an-1 Kerim’in Araf Suresi 175 ve 176. ayetlerinde bahsedilen fakat ismi bildirilmeyen; basta salih bir kul iken
nankorce davranarak sapkinliga diisen ve Allah’in katindan kovulan biri olarak tasvir edilen bu kisi, Yahudi ve
Islam yazili kaynaklarinda yer alan ismi ile Beor oglu Balam, Bel’am b. B&"tGira’dir. Erzurum sozlu kulttrtinde ise
Belami Baur, Bilam, Bilam bin Baur, Belam bin Baur olarak yer almaktadar.

Bu makalede, Tiirk anlat1 gelenegi icinde yer alan Bel’am bin B&'ira kissasinin yazili ve sozlt kaynaklar: tespit
edilecektir. Daha sonra Erzurum sozli geleneginde yer alan Bel’am bin Ba'Gira efsanesi ile mezar yeri hakkinda
inanis ve uygulamalar degerlendirilerek efsanenin Ttirk kiiltiirtindeki yeri ve 6nemi ortaya konacaktir.

Tevrat, Incil ve Israil Kaynaklarinda Bel’am b. Ba’tira

Tevrat, Bel’am b. Ba'tra hakkinda genis bilgiler vermektedir. Bel’am, Beor oglu Balam ismi ile Tevrat'ta dokuz
yerde falc1 (Colde Sayim/22) ve kahin (Yesu/13); Incil’de bir yerde peygamber (Petrus'un ikinci mektubu)
seklinde karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bunlarin disinda Yaratilis (36), I. Tarihler (1) boliimlerinde gecen ve Edom krali
oldugu belirtilen Beor oglu Bala diye bir kisi daha vardir (Kutsal Kitap, 2009: 38; 424). Tevrat'ta ve Incil’de Beor
oglu Balam su sekilde anlatilmaktadir:

Colde Sayim (22-26) boliimiinde Moav kral1 Balak, Firat Nehri'nin kiyisinda Amav tilkesindeki Petor’da yasayan
Beor oglu Balam’i iilkesine davet eder. Israilogullari’ndan {ilkesini korumak igin Beor oglu Balam’dan
[srailogullari’na lanet etmesini ister. Falcilik ticretini alip Beor oglu Balam'in yanina gelen Midyan ve Moav ileri
gelenleri Balak’in mektubunu ona iletirler. Balam, gelenleri misafir eder ve Tanri'dan gelecek bilgi tizerine
cevabini verecegini soyler. Tanr1 Balam’a onlarla gitmemesini ve Israilogullar’na lanet okumamasim giinkii
onlarin kutsanmis oldugunu bildirir. Balam, gelenlere durumu anlatir ve Balak’in adamlarin yurtlarina gonderir.
Balak, bu sefer daha saygmn kisileri Balam’a gonderir. Balam gelenlere Tanr1’dan gelecek buyruk tizerine hareket
edecegini soyler. Tanri, Balam’a onlarla gitmesini fakat ne derse onu yapmasin sdyler. Balam sabah esegine palan
vurur ve Moavlilarla yola ¢ikar. Tanr1 bu duruma 6fkelenir ve bir melek engel olmak icin esegin oniinii keser.
Esek bu sebeple durur. Esek her durdugunda Balam esegi dover, sonunda esegin oniindeki melegi goriir ve
secdeye kapanir. Melek, Balam’a esegi neden dovdugiini, gittigi yolun kendisini yikima gotiirdiigiint soyler.
Balam giinah isledigini ve donmek istedigini bildirir. Melek onun Moavlilarla gidecegini ve sdziinden disar1
cikmamasin ister. Balam Balak’a varinca Tanr1 Balam’a sdyleyeceklerini bildirir. Balam Tanri'nin soylediklerini
Moav 6nderlerine ve Balak’a soyler. Balak, diismanlarina lanet okumasi icin getirdigi Balam’in onlar1 kutsadigim
belirtir. Balam da Tanri’'min istegi disinda bir sey yapamayacagin Balak’a anlatir. Balam Tanri’dan gelen ti¢
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bildiriyi de okur. Balak, Balam’a kizar ve 6diil vermeyecegini ifade eder. Balam, Israilogullar’nin Balak’m halkina
neler yapacagini anlatan dordiincii bildiriyi iletir ve evine déner. Israilogullar: Sittim’de iken Moavli kadinlar ile
zina ederler. Kadhin Harun'un oglu Elazar oglu Pinehas, zina eden kadin ve adami mizrakla oldiiriir. Boylece
glinahtan dolay1 ortaya ¢ikan hastalik diner. Bu hastaliktan yirmi dort bin kisi olir. Moav Rab tarafindan
[srailogullar’'na pay edilir (Kutsal Kitap, 2009: 163-170). Colde Sayim (31) Midyanhlardan d¢ alinyor kisminda
Moavl kadinlar Balam’in nasihatine uyarak Israilogullarini giinaha sokar. Bundan dolay1 Israiloglullarinin Rabb’e
ihanet ettikleri ve ceza olarak aralarinda 6lumctil hastaligin bas gosterdigi bilgisi yer almaktadir (Kutsal Kitap,
2009: 174). Petorlu Beor oglu Balam, Yasanin Tekrar1 (23) Topulugun disinda birakilanlar’da Moavlilar tarafindan
lanet okumasi icin ticretle tutulmus biri olarak anlatilmaktadir (Kutsal Kitap, 2009: 208). Yesu (13) Rubenogullarina
verilen topraklar bahsinde Balam’in Israilogullari tarafindan kiligtan gegirilerek oldiiriildiigt bildirilmektedir
(Kutsal Kitap, 2009: 238). Yesu (24) Sekem’de yenilenen antlasma’da Moav krali Sippor oglu Balak, Balam’i
[srailogullarma lanet etmesi igin cagirir. Fakat Rab, Balam’1 dinlemez ve Rabb’in emri ile Balam Israilogullarini
kutsar. Boylece Rab onlar1 Balam'in elinden kurtarir (Kutsal Kitap, 2009: 249). Mika (6) Rab’bin yargis: baslig
altinda Tanri, halktan Moav krali Balak’in neler ¢giitledigini, Beor oglu Balam’in da ona verdigi cevabi
hatirlamalarini istemektedir (Kutsal Kitap, 2009: 975).

Tevrat'm disinda Incil’de de Bel'’dam b. Ba’tra, Beor oglu Balam diye gecmektedir. Petrus'un Ikinci Mektubu'nda
Balam’in peygamber oldugu, isledigi suctan 6tiirti azarlandig1 ve isleyecegi giinaha eseginin konusmasinin mani
olmaya calistig1 belirtilmektedir. Ayrica gtindhkarlarin ve lanetli insanlarin, haksizlikla elde ettigi kazanci seven
Balam’in yoluna girerek hak yoldan ayrildiklar: ifade edilmektedir (Kutsal Kitap, 2009: 1319).

Bel’am b. Ba’tra ile ilgili dikkat ceken baska bir bilgi Urdiin’iin batisinda yer alan Tell Deir ‘Alla adli eski bir
yerlesim yerinde yapilan kazilar sonucu ortaya ¢ikmustir. 1967 yilinda H.J. Franken baskanligindaki kazi heyeti,
Beor oglu Balam’in kahin olarak admin gectigi ve kehanetini iceren alg1 {izerine miirekkeple yazilmis bir metin
bulmustur. M.O. 800 veya 700'lere tarihlendirilen (Miiller, 1991: 185) metinde, birden fazla tanrmn oldugu
belirtilmektedir. Yazit “Bu kitap tanrilarin kahini Beor oglu Balam indir.” ctimlesi ile baslamaktadir. Bu yazitta gece
Balam’a tanrilarin geldigi, onun sabah kalkip orug tuttugu ve agladigy, Balam'in halkina Sadday tanrilarinin
planlarini anlattigy; tanrilar konseyinin diinyanin her zaman karanlik kalmasi icin Sagar ve Istar/ Astar’a emir
verdigi Balam’in ise diinyay1 bu tanrilardan kurtarmaya calistig1 yazilidir (Weippert, 1991: 155-158).

ATA A

Tefsirlerde ve Islam Kaynaklarinda Bel’am b. Ba’tira

[slami kaynaklarm temel dayanak noktas: Kur’an-1 Kerim'in Araf Suresi 175 ve 176. ayetleridir. Soz konusu ayetler
su sekildedir: “Kendisine kamitlarimizi verdigimiz, fakat onlar1 bir kenara atan, bu yiizden seytanin pesine takti1§1, nihayet
azginlardan olan kisinin haberini onlara anlat. Eger biz isteseydik o kisiyi delillerimizle yiiceltirdik. Fakat o diinyaya saplanip
kaldi, hevesinin pesine diistii. Iste boylesinin hali kovsan da biraksan da hep dilini ¢ikarip soluyan képegin haline benzer.
Ayetlerimizi yalan sayan toplulugun durumu iste béyledir. Simdi sen bu kissayr anlat, umulur ki iyice diisiintirler.” (URL1).
Ayetlerde gecen “... kisinin, o kisiyi...” ifadesi ile kastedilenin kim oldugu yoniinde tefsirlerde 6 farkli goriis
bulunmaktadir. Bunlar:

1. Israilogullarindan Bel’am b. Ba’tra/Ba’tr/Eber.
Umeyye b. Ebi’s-salt.
Er-Rahib Ebt “Amr.

2.
3
4. 1srailogullar1ndan duasi makbul bir kisi.
5. Miinafik olan kisi.

6

Yahudi, Hristiyan, Haniflerden olup Allah’tan ayrilan (Aydemir, 1974: 288).

AAAAA

miifessir tefsirlerinde Bel'dm b. B&'Gra’nin ismine ve kissasma yer vermistir. Bu tefsirlerden 6ne ¢ikanlar
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sunlardir:

Kuran-1 Kerim'in giintimtiize ulasan en eski ve tam tekmil tefsiri olan Mukatil b. Stileyman (6. 150/767)"1n kaleme
aldig1 Tefsir-i Kebir'de Bel’am b. Ba'tra’yla ilgili kissa Araf Suresi'nin 175. ayetinin tefsirinde yer almaktadir.
Burada Bel’am’i ismi Bel’am b. Ba’tira b. Mas ibn Haraz b. Azer olarak gecmektedir. S6z konusu tefsirde Bel’am
b. Ba"Gira'nin kissasi kisaca soyle anlatilmaktadir: Bel’am b. Ba"tra, Sam beldesinde zorbalarin bulundugu El-Belka
diye bilinen Amman halkindandir. Oraya Belka denmesi Balek isimli krallarindan dolayidir. Balek’in ad1 Bants
ibn Setsertis’tur. Balek, Bel’am’dan Hz. Musa’ya beddua etmesini ister. Bel’am Hz. Musa'nin bir din mensubu
oldugunu ve ona beddua etmenin uygun olmayacagin ifade eder. Balek, Bel’dm’1 asmak i¢in bir bal agacinin
yontulmasini emreder, Bel’am bir disi esege binerek yola cikar. Askerleri goren esek durunca Bel’am, ilerlemesi
icin esege vurur. Esek o anda konusmaya baslar ve Bel’am’a ontinde alevli bir ates oldugunu bundan dolay: da
ilerleyemedigini ve kendisinin de donmesini soyler. Bel’am bu durumu Balek’e haber verince Balek beddua etmez
ise asilacagin bildirir. Bunun tizerine Bel’dm ism-i A’zam duasiyla Hz. Musa’ya beddua eder. Allah, Bel’am’in
bedduasini kabul eder. Durumu 6grenen Hz. Musa da ism-i A’zam duasimin Bel’am’dan alinmasi i¢in Allah’a dua
eder. Allah, Bel’dam’dan ism-i A’zam duasini alir (Mukatil b. Stilleyman, 2006: 71-72).

Glinimtize ulasmayan ilk donem tefsirlerindeki bilgi ve haberlerin aktarilmasinda degerli bir eser olan
(Cerrahoglu, 1993: 106) Taberi (6. 310/923)nin Cami'u’l-Beyin ‘An Te'vili Ayi'l-Kur'én adli tefsirinde Araf
Suresi’'nin 175-176. ayetlerinde sozii edilen kisinin, Abdullah b. Mesud, Abdullah b. Abbas, [krime ve Miicahid’e
gore Israilogullarindan Bel’am bin Ebur ya da Bel’am bin Ba’tGra veya Abdullah b. Abbas’tan nakledilen ve
Belam'mn zorbalar diye adlandirilan Ken’anilerden veya Yemen halkindan bir kisi olduguna dair iki farkl: goriis
ileri stirer. Seyyar tarafindan anlatilan kissay1 da Taberi su sekilde aktarmaktadir: Bel’am kendisine peygamberlik
verilen ve duast kabul edilen birisidir. Hz. Musa Israilogullariyla birlikte Bel’am’in yasadig1 topraklara veya Sam’a
gitmek isteyince oradaki insanlar, Hz. Musa’nin gelmesinden dolay1 biiytiik bir korkuya kapilirlar ve Bel’dm’dan
Hz. Musa ve ordusu aleyhine Allah’a dua etmesini isterler. Bel’am “Ben, rabbimle istisare edeyim ondan sonra.”
der. Bel’am Israilogullar1 aleyhine dua etmesi hususunda istisare edince ona “Onlarin aleyhine dua etme. Onlar
benim kullarimdur. Iglerinde de kendilerinden peygamberleri bulunmaktadir.” denilir. Bel’Am da kavmine
Israilogullarina beddua etmesinin kendisine yasaklandigim bildirir. Kavmi Bel’am’a bir hediye verir ve o da bu
hediyeyi kabul eder. Tekrar Bel’am’a gelip Israilogullar1 aleyhine dua etmesini isterler. Yine Bel’am: “Ben,
rabbimle istisare edeyim ve ona gore davranayim.” der. Tekrar istisare neticesinde bu defa kendisine herhangi bir
sey emredilmez. Bunun {izerine Bel’dm: “Ben istisare ettim ama bana bir sey emredilmedi.” der. Bu defa kavmi:
“Sayet rabbin, onlarin aleyhine dua etmeni istememis olsayd ilk istisarende yasakladig1 gibi bu istisarende de
yasaklard1.” derler. Bunun {izerine Bel’am Israilogullarmnin aleyhine dua etmeye baslar fakat onlarin aleyhine her
dua ettiginde dili tersini soyleyerek kendi kavmi aleyhine dua eder, kavminin muzaffer olmasi icin dua ettiginde
de Hz. Musa ve ordusunun galip gelmesi i¢in dua eder. Bunun tizerine Bel’dm’in adamlar1: “Goriiyoruz ki sen
bizim aleyhimize dua ediyorsun” der. Bel’am da: “Dilim buna déntiyor. Musa'nin aleyhine dua etsem de duam
kabul edilmiyor. Fakat ben size, onlarin helak olacaklar1 timidini veren bir hususu 6greteyim. O da sudur, Allah,
zinaya bugz eder. Eger onlar zinaya diisecek olurlarsa Allah onlar1 helak eder. Kadinlarinizi génderin onlar1
karsilasinlar. Onlar, sefer halindeki insanlardir. Umulur ki zinaya diiser helak olurlar.” der. Kavmi onun
soylediklerini yapar ve kadimlarini Israilogullarma gonderirler, onlar da zinaya diiserler. Bunun tizerine Allah
Israilogullarina taun hastaligim musallat eder ve hastaliktan yetmis bin kisi 6liir. Bel’am, esegine binerek onlara
dogru gitmek ister fakat esek gitmez. Bel'’dm onu agir sekilde doviince esek: “Oniimde olani gérmiiyor musun?
Nigin beni déviiyorsun?” der. Esegin oniinde seytan vardir. Bel’am eseginden inip ona secde eder. Bu sebeple
Allah’in “Seytan onu pesine takt.” buyurdugunu sdyler (URL4).

Tefsirde gecen Bel’am ile ilgili bir diger kissa ise Salim bin Ebi'n-nadr tarafindan kisaca su sekilde
nakledilmektedir: Musa, Sam’daki Kenanogullar1 topraklaria ulasinca Bel’dm’in kavmi der ki: “Ey Bel’am, Imran
oglu Musa, Israilogullariyla birlikte buraya geldi. Bizi, memleketimizden ¢ikarip oldiirecek, buraya
Israilogullarim yerlestirecek. Biz senin kavminiz. Bizim gidecegimiz baska yerimiz yok. Sen, duasi makbul bir
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zatsin. Git de onlarin aleyhine dua et.” Bel’am: “Vay halinize o, Allah'in peygamberidir. Onunla birlikte melekler
ve mi'minler bulunmaktadir. Ben onlara nasil beddua edebilirim. Ben Allah’in ne yapacagimn biliyorum.” der.
Bel’am’in kavmi gidecekleri yerlerinin olmadigini sdyleyerek Bel’am’1 6vmeye ve ona yalvarmaya devam ederler.
Sonunda Bel’am’1 ikna ederler. Bel’am Israilogullarinin ordusunu takip etmek iizere esegine binip Cebel-i
Hassan’a dogru giderken esegi yere ¢oker. Bel’am inip onu dover ve esek kalkip ytirtir. Sonra yine ¢oker. Bel’am
onu yine dover. Bel’dam onu déviince esek konusur ve “Vay haline Bel’am nereye gidiyorsun, meleklerin beni geri
cevirdiklerini gormiiyor musun? Sen, Allah'in peygamberinin ve mii’'minlerin aleyhine dua etmeye mi
gidiyorsun?” der. Bel’am yolundan donmez ve esegi yine déver. Bunun tizerine Allah onun yolunu serbest birakir.
Bel’am yiiriiyiip Cebel-i Hassan'in {izerine gikar. Orada Musa ve Israilogullarimin askerleri aleyhine dua etmeye
baslar. Fakat yaptig1 her duada dili tersine doner, Israilogullar1 aleyhine dua edecekken kendi kavminin aleyhine,
kendi kavminin lehine dua etmek isterken de Israilogullarmin lehine dua eder. Kavmi ona: “Ey Bel’am ne
yaptiginin farkinda misin? Onlarin lehine, bizim aleyhimize dua ediyorsun.” der. Bel’dm “Bu, benim elimde
olmayan ve giicimiin yetmedigi bir seydir.” der. Bunun tizerine dili uzayip gogsiintin tizerine kadar sarkan
Bel’am der ki: “Su an ben diinyami da kaybettim, ahiretimi de. Benim aldatmaktan ve tuzak kurmaktan basa carem
kalmadi. Size su hileyi 6gretecegim. Kadinlari stisleyin. Onlara bir kisim esyalar verip, satmalar1 igin
Israilogullarmin askerleri i¢ine gonderin. Herhangi bir askerin onlardan biriyle zina etmek istemesi halinde karsi
koymamalarini tembih edin. O askerlerden bir tanesinin bile bu kadinlardan birisiyle zina etmesi sizin i¢in
yeterlidir. Onlardan kurtulmus olursunuz.” Bel’am’m kavmi bu tavsiyeyi uygular. Kadinlar ordunun igine girince,
torunlardan (on iki firkadan) birinin lideri, Musa’nin karsi ¢cakmasima ragmen, kadinlardan biriyle zina yapar.
Bunun tizerine Allah, Israilogullarma taun hastaligin1 musallat eder. Hz. Harun'un torunu Fenhas b. {zar ise Hz.
Musa’'nin komutanidir. Zina eden erkekle kadinin cadira girerek ikisini de mizragimna gecirip yukar1 dogru
kaldirir ve “Ey Allah’im, sana isyan edenleri bdyle yapariz.” der. Bunun tizerine Allah, 1srailogullar1dan taun
hastaligini kaldirir. Fakat bir giin icinde Israilogullarindan yetmis bin kisi taun hastaligindan 6liir (URLS5).

Ebu’l-Leys Semerkandsi (6. 373/983), rivayet agirlikli tasavvufi bir yoruma sahip (Yazici, 2009: 475) Tefsiru’l-Kur'an
adli eserinde, farkli miifessirlere dayandirarak konunun kahramanimnin Bel’dm bin Ba’tin oldugunu soylemektedir.
Semerkandi’'nin aktardig1 kissanin 6zeti su sekildedir: Firavun, denizde bogulduktan sonra ordunun geri kalani
Hz. Musa ile savasmaya baslar. Savasi kazanmak icin sihirbaz, kahin ve biiytictilerden yardim isterler. Onlar da
kendilerinin giicliniin yetmeyecegini ancak onlara Bel’am adinda duasi makbul birinin yardim edebilecegini
soylerler. Bel’am’a el¢i gondererek Hz. Musa ve ordusuna beddua etmesini isterler. Bel’dm bu istegi kabul etmese
de hanmmi, kendisine getirilen hediyelerden 6tiirti Bel’dm’a beddua etmesini telkin eder. Bel’dm hediyelerden
hosnut olur ve daha fazla hediye almak i¢in Hz. Musa'nin diismani Melik’in yanina giderken esegi yere yatar ve
kalkmaz. Bel’dm esegini dover. O anda esek “Ey Bel'dm, 6niine bak!” diye konusunca Bel’am kafasini kaldirir ve
karsisinda Melek Cebraili goriir. Cebrail, Bel’dam’a hakki sdylemesini tavsiye eder ve kaybolur. Bel’dm, Melik’in
yanina gelir ve hediyeleri alir. Hz. Musa’ya ve ordusuna beddua edecegi vakit Allah, Bel’am’a biittin bildiklerini
unutturur ve Firavun’un kavmine beddua eder. Bel’dAm’in akli basina gelince Melik’e herkesin esini ve kizim
susleyip Hz. Musa'nin ordusu icine gonderip askerler ile zina yapmalarimi soyler. Ordu icindeki zayif iradeliler
tuzaga diiser ve zina yaparlar. Bu giinahtan dolay1 Allah orduya veba hastaligin1 musallat eder ve ordudan yetmis
bin kisi 6ltir. Hz. Musa bu duruma sebep olanin Bel’am oldugunu 6grenir ve Bel’am’a beddua eder. Allah Hz.
Musa'nin duasini kabul eder ve Bel’am kéfir olarak 6lur (Ebu’l-Leys Semerkandi, 1995: 463-464).

Kur’an-1 Kerim'i belagat, nahiv, lugat, i’caz, edebi tistiinliik yonleri ile ele alan; mananin ortaya konulmasinda
temsil ve tasvir yolunun etkili bir metot oldugunu gostermesi hasebiyle de ¢ok begenilen ve pek ¢ok tefsire
kaynaklik eden El-Kessif (Ozek, 2022: 330) Osmanli medreselerinde okutulan temel eserlerdendir. Zemahseri'nin
kaleme aldig1 El-Kessdfn tam ad1 El-Kessdf ‘An Hakdiki Gavdmidi't-Tenzil ve ‘Uytini’l-Ekdvil Fi Vucihi’t-Tevil'dir.
Zemahsgeri (6. 538/1144), Araf Suresi (175-176)'nde gecen kisinin Israilogullarinin alimlerinden Kenanli Bel’am b.
Ba'tira oldugunu aktarmaktadir. Bel’am’in kissas1 hakkinda naklettigi bilgiler sdyledir: Kavmi Bel’am’dan Hz.
Musa ve maiyyeti aleyhine dua etmesini ister, Bel’dm bu durumdan ne kadar kaginsa da kavminin 1srarma
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dayanamayip sonunda Hz. Musa ve beraberindekilere beddua eder. Beddua ettigi zaman Bel’dam’in dili disar
cikarak gogstine iner ve kopek gibi solumaya baslar (Zemahseri, 2017: 1038-1040).

Fahreddin er-Razi (6. 606/1210) tarafindan kaleme alinan ve fikhi aciklamalar ile tasavvufi degerlendirmelerin
yer aldigy; kelam ilmi acisindan onemli kaynak olan ve Tefsirii’l-Kebir ismiyle de bilinen MeftihulI-Gayb (Cebeci,
2003: 349) isimli eserde Araf Suresi'nin 175-176. ayetleri tefsir edilirken [lmine giivenen tip: Bel’dm baghg1 altinda
tefsir ve fikih konusunda sahabenin nde gelen isimlerinden Ibn Abbas, ibn Mesud ve Miicahid'in sozlerine yer

I A A

verilmistir. S6z konusu ayetlerin Bel’dm bin Ba’"tira hakkinda nazil oldugunu soyleyen bu sahabelerden kissa su
sekilde nakledilmistir: Hz. Musa, Bel’dam’m bulundugu sehre yonelir ve oranin kafir halkiyla savasir. Kéfir halk,
ism-i A’zam’1 bilen ve duas1 makbul olan Bel’dam’a gelerek Hz. Musa ve kavmi aleyhine dua etmesini isterler.
Bel’am bu duayi etmekten kaginsa da sonunda kavminin dedigini yaparak Hz. Musa ve kavmine beddua eder.
Bel’am’in bedduasi kabul olunca Hz. Musa ve halk: Tih Colti'ne diiser. Hz. Musa bu durum tizerine Allah’a hangi
gilinah sebebiyle ¢cole diistiiklerini sorar. Allah da Bel’dm’in bedduasi sebebiyle oldugunu Hz. Musa'ya bildirir.
Hz. Musa da Allah’tan kendi duasinin kabul edilmesini ister ve Bel'’dm’dan Ism-i Azam duasi ile imanim alinmast
icin beddua eder. Allah, Bel’am’dan bilgi, marifet ve iman1 alir ve boylece Bel’am kafir olur (Fahreddin er-Razi,

1991: 146).

Miiellifinden hareketle Beyzdvi Tefsiri olarak bilinen, Israiliyata, hadislere, sahabe goriislerine ve ayetlerin
tefsirinde diger ayetlere yer verilen (Cerrahoglu, 1995: 260) Envirii’t-Tenzil ve Esrdrii’t-Tevil adl1 eserde Araf Suresi
175-176. ayetlerinin tefsirinde Bel’dm b. B&"tird'nin Kenanli oldugu ve kendisine Allah’in baz1 kitaplarindan ilim
verildigi ifade edilmektedir. Ayetlerin tefsirinde Beyzavi (6. 685/1286), Bel’am b. Ba"tira kissasin1 rivayet yoluyla
aktarmaktadir: Rivayete gore kavmi Bel’dm’dan Hz. Musa'ya ve yanindakilere beddua etmesini ister. O da
yaninda meleklerin oldugu birine beddua edemeyecegini soyler. Kavmi 1srar edince Bel’dm Hz. Musa ile
maiyetine beddua ederek onlarin Tih Co6lii'nde kalmalarina sebep olur. Bel’am Hz. Musa’ya beddua edince dili
disar1 cikar ve gogsunin iistiine diiserek kdpek gibi solumaya baslar (URL3).

Sahabe ve tabiin goriislerine biiyiik lgiide yer verilen ve Meddrik ismi ile bilinen Nesefi Tefsiri nde (Oztiirk, 2003:
292) konu ilgili ayetlerin agiklamasinda hak yoldan ¢ikan kisinin, Israilogullar1 alimlerinden ism-i A’zam duasin
bilen Bel’am b. Ba"tira oldugu nakledilmektedir. Kissa hakkinda Nesefi (6. 710/1310) su bilgileri aktarir: Mensubu
oldugu kavim, kendisinden Hz. Musa ve inananlara lanet etmesini ister. Bel’am bu istegi geri cevirse de halkin
1srarina dayanamaz ve onlarin dedigini yapar. Ettigi bedduadan sonra kafir olan Bel’am’in dili agzindan disar1
gogstine kadar sarkarak kopek gibi solumaya baslar (Nesefi, 2007: 339; 341).

Rivayet tefsirlerinin en meshurlarindan Tefsirii’l-Kur'ani’l-Azim adli eserin mellifi ibn Kesir (6. 774/1343), Araf
Suresi’'nin mezkr ayetlerin aciklamasinda diger tefsirlerdeki benzer bilgileri vermesinin yani sira ravilerden
naklettigi Bel’am ile ilgili iki kissa oldukga dikkat gekicidir. ibn Ebi Hatim’den naklettigine gére Ibn Abbas, Araf
Suresi 175. ayetini aciklarken soyle demektedir: Karisi ve ogullar1 olan bir adama kabul edilecek ti¢ dua verilir.
Karisi, kocasindan duani birini kendisine ayirmasini ve bu duayla Allah’tan Israilogullarmin en giizel kadint
olmayu ister. Adam kabul eder ve duay1 yapar. Kadin dua sonucu Israilogullari icinde kendi gibi giizel bir kadin
goremez ve kocasini istemez. Kocast bu duruma kizinca kadma kdpek olmasi icin dua eder ve kadin képek olur.
Boylece ti¢ dua hakkindan ikisi gider. Kadmin ogullar1 annelerinin kdpek olmasmin toplumda alay konusu
oldugunu babalarina soylerler. Annelerinin tekrar insan olmasi i¢in babalarindan Allah’a dua etmelerini isterler.
Babalar1 dua eder ve anneleri tekrar insan olur. Bu sekilde adamin ii¢ dua hakki biter. Kadina Bestis ad1 verilir.
Ibn Kesir'in Stiddi’den aktardig1 rivayete gore ise Bel’am Israilogullarindan ve ism-i A’zam’1 bilen alim bir kisidir.
Zalim ve kafirlerden olan Bel’am, zorbalarin yanina giderek Israilogullarindan korkmamalar gerektigini onlarla
savasirken onlara beddua ederek helak olmalarina sebep olacagini soyler. Stiddi, Bel’am’m zorba kavmin yaninda
bir siire kaldigini, kadinlardan cekindigi igin onlara gidemedigini ve disi esegine yaklastigimni ifade eder (Ibn Kesir,
2010: 240-241).

Celaleddin el-Mabhalli (6. 864/1459) nin baslayip 6grencisi Celaleddin es-Stiytati (6. 911/1505) nin tamamladig:
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Tefsirii’l-Celdleyn, anlagilir bir dile sahip olmasi ve kisa ifadelere yer vermesi bakimindan islam diinyasinda
yayginlik kazanan tefsirlerin basinda gelmektedir. Bu tefsirde Araf Suresi 175. ayetinde “o kisi” olarak ifade
edilenin Beni Israil alimlerinden Bel’am ibn Ba’tira oldugu, kendisinden Hz. Musa aleyhine dua edilmesi istendigi
ve ona bazi hediyeler verildigi ifade edilmektedir. Bunun tizerine Hz. Musa'ya beddua eden Bel’am gerisin geriye
doner ve dili gogsti tizerine sarkar (URL2).

Son devir din alimlerinden Elmalili Muhammed Hamdi Yazir (6. 1942), akli ve nakli ilimlerden yararlanarak
cagdas bilimsel birikimiyle hazirladig1 Hak Dini Kur’an Dili adl1 eserinde s6z konusu ayeti tefsir ederken ayetin
Hz. Musa zamaninda Israilogullari alimlerinden Bel’dam b. Ebr veya Kenanlilardan Bel’am b. Ba’tira ya da
Araplardan Umeyye b. Ebu Salt-1 Sekafi hakkinda nazil olduguna dair rivayetleri bildirmektedir. Bel'’dm’mn duast
makbul ermis biri ve bazi ilahi kitaplara vakif iken Arz-1 Mukaddes’e girme hususunda Hz. Musa ve Hz. Yusa'nin
aksine diinya sevgisi ile zorbalara arka ¢itkan biri oldugunu ifade eden Yazir, asil kissanin Bel’am, niizul sebebinin

ise Umeyye oldugunu soylemektedir (Yazir, 2012: 295).

Yukaridaki aciklamalardan hareketle cogu miifessir Araf Suresi (175-176)'nde anlatilan kisinin Bel’am b. Ba'tra
oldugu hususunda gortis birligine varmislardir. Kur’an-1 Kerim'de anlatilan kissalarin ntizul sebepleri ele

alindiginda mezkar ayetlerin muhatabinin Yahudiler olmasi miifessirlerin 6zellikle Bel’aAm b. B&"Gira ismi tizerinde
yogunlasmasina sebep olmustur.

Tarih-i Taberi’de, Hz. Musa’dan sonra peygamber olan Hz. Yusa, Allah'in emri tizere Israiloglullarini ¢lden
cikarip, kafirlerin sehirlerini fethetmekle gorevlendirilir. Hz. Yusa, Eriha, ﬂiya sehirlerini alir ve Belka sehrinin
kapilarina dayanir. Hisarlar1 gayet saglam ve biiytiik bir sehir olan Belka’da Allah’mn isimlerini bilen Ba'tGra oglu
Bel’am adinda duast makbul bir abid yasar. Yusa Peygamberin emri altinda Israilogullar1 Belka halki ile savasa
tutusur ve halki aciz birakirlar. Halk Batira oglu Bel’am’a gelerek Israiloglullar1 igin beddua etmesini isterler.
Bel’am, gelen ordunun Allah’in ordusu oldugunu ve beddua edemeyecegini, eger Miisliman olurlar ise Allah'm
kendilerini kurtaracagini belirtir. Alt1 ay stiren savunmadan sonra iyice caresiz kalan sehrin meliki Balik, Bel’am’1
oldiirmek icin bir daragac diker. Bel’am da 6liim korkusuyla beddua eder. Burada Taberi, tefsilerde Ibn Abbas’a
atfedilen rivayete yer vermektedir. Rivayete gore, Bel’dam’1 kandiramayacagini anlayan Balik, Bel’am’in karisina
cok mal verir. Kral1 gibi kendisi de Miisliiman olmayan Bel’dm’in hanimi, Bel’dm’a beddua etmedigi takdirde
kendisinden bosanacagini soyler. Bel’dm haniminin bu sozleri tizerine beddua etmeyi kabul eder ve
israilogullarma beddua eder. Ertesi giin Hz. Yusa sehri almak i¢in kale kapisina ytirtir. O esnada Bel’dm da esegine
binerek bir dagin basinda dua etmek icin sehirden ¢ikar. Yolda giderken esek bir anda durur ve kipirdamaz.
Bel’dam bu durum Kkarsisinda eseginden inmeye calisirken esek dile gelerek Bel’dm’a kendini atese atmaya
calistigini soyler. Hatasim1 anlayan Bel’am, donerken seytan karsisina ¢ikarak devler ve biiytictilerin esegi
konusturdugunu, yoksa esegin konusmayacagimi kendisinin de bildigini belirtir. Daga dontip dua etmesini,
askerin geri ¢ekilmesini, daha sonra kendi halkina dua edip onlarin Miisliiman olmalarmi saglamasini tembih
eder. Allah’in kendisine peygamberlik vermesini dilemesini ve kavminin peygamberi olacagini anlatir. Bel’am
daga cikar ve beddua eder. O sirada Hz. Yusa Belka kavmiyle cenk ederken ansizin askerleri kagmaya baslar. Hz.
Yusa Allah’a sebebini sordugu zaman Allah, Belka halkimin icinde salih bir kulunun oldugu ve onun duas: ile
askerin kagtigini buyurur. Hz. Yusa’nin duasi tizerine Allah, Bel’dm b. Ba"tra'nin imanini alir ve Belka askerleri
savastan kacmaya baslar. Bel’am, Allah katindan reddedildigini anlar ve halkinin savas: kazanmas: icin hileye
bagvurur. Zina edenlere Allah'in zafer nasip etmeyecegini bu sebeple de Israilogullarini zinaya tesvik etmek igin
Belka sehrindeki biitiin kadin ve kizlar1 Israilogullarina gondermesini Melik Balik’a bildirir, Balik da bu teklifi
kabul eder. Israilogullar1 yaptiklari zina neticesinde taun hastaligina yakalanir ve hastaliktan yetmis bin kisi oliir.
Tevbe ve istigfar neticesinde hastaliktan kurtulan Israilogullar1 Cuma giinii Belka halki ile savasa baglar. Oglen
vakti Bel’dm’1 asarlar ve sehrin kralini kiligtan gegirirler. Sehir tam fethedilecek iken aksam olur. 1sraﬂogullar1
cumartesi glintinii ibadetle gegcirdikleri i¢in fethin yarim kalmasindan korkan Hz. Yusa, Allah’a dua eder. Allah
da gtinesi iki saat geri ceker ve fetih tamamlanir (Taberi, 2010: 473-479).
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Tiirk Yazili Kiiltiiriinde Bel’am bin Ba’ara

Halk anlatilarini olusturan temel dinamiklerden birisi de stiphesiz dini metinlerde yer alan kissalardir. Hadis ve
tefsir kitaplar1 araciligy ile yazili gelenek icinde kendine yer bulan bu anlatilar, s6zli gelenekte genisletilerek
toplumlarin dini inanis ve uygulamalarinda 6nemli role sahiptir. Anlatildig1 toplumun benimsemesi ile yerellesen
kissanin olagantistii 6zellikleri haiz bir mekana sahip olmasi bu inanis ve uygulamalar1 daha inandirici hale
getirmektedir. Nitekim bunlardan bir tanesi de Bel’am bin Ba'tra’min Erzurum’da anlatilan efsanesidir. Yazil
gelenekte Tevrat’a kadar izini stirdigtimiiz bu anlatinin, tefsirler vasitasi ile Tiirk anlat1 gelenegi icinde yer aldig1
bilinmektedir. Daha sonra kissanin Kur’an-1 Kerim’deki ilahi mesaji dikkate alinarak cesitli dini nasihat agirlikli

yazili eserlerde karsimiza ¢ikan Bel’dm bin Ba'tGra, Erzurum sozlu kiltiirtinde ilk olarak Evliya Celebi’den
ogrendigimiz efsanesi ile yaklasik dort asirdan beri gelenek i¢inde varligini devam ettirmektedir.

Hikayet-i Bel’am Ba’tar
Hikayet-i Bel’am Ba’ar, Milli Kiittiphane Yazmalar Koleksiyonu 06 Mil Yz B 346/37 numarada ve 1492-149>

varaklar1 arasinda Hikayet bi-Ilm ismi ile kayithdir. Nesih hatla kaleme alinan bu eser 29 satirdan olusmaktadur.
Hikayet-i Bel’am Ba’ar baslig1 altinda verilen kissanin Latin harflerine aktarimi asagidaki gibidir:

“[1492] Nitekim giinlerde bir giin Bel’am Ba’tr gurdar etdi ‘akibet imansiz gitdi. Anifi hikayeti oldur ki Hazret-i
Miisa ‘aleyhi’s-selatii ve’s-selam beni Isra’il kavml[i] birle Misir’dan cikip ve Kalender deryasin selamet ile gegiip
bu araya geldiklerinde Fir'avn ve Kiptiler [149] ardinca nice geliip suya gark olduklarinda Miisa ‘aleyhi’s-selam

AT A

hazretleri[ne] “Misir’a dontip gitme!” diyt hitdb-1 “izzet geldi eytdi. Ol sebebden Tih sahrasindan Bel’dm B&'tr
vilayetine kirk bin er ile ‘azm-i sefer etmisdi. Ol vakitde B&'tir ilinde bir ulu seyh var idi. Adma Bel’am Ba’tr
dirlerdi. Yetmis bin seccade-nisin dervisi var idi ki her biri Bayezid-i vakt idi. Bir gtin seyh halvetinden ¢ikt1. Ol
yetmis bin dervis dahi dest-bts idip seyhin ayagma dusdiler. Seyh bunlara nazar idip ve bunlarin bu kadar
ta’zimin goriip gurre olup gonliine bu disdi kim “Aya bu “asirda benim gibi seyh-i kebir bir dahi var midir kim
yetmis bin dervis boyle hak-i paya yiiz siireler.” dedi. ittifak ol esnada birkag dervis ilerii geliip eytdiler ki “Ya
seyh istima” oldundu kim kirk bin er ile hazret-i Mtsa bu vilayete geliirmis. Eger anlar bunda geliirse bu vilayet
‘azim kaht olur. Us sizlerden ricAmiz bir du’a eylen anlar bu vildyete gelmeyeler.” dediler. Seyh bunlarin akvaline
mukayyed olmadi ve seyhin dahi bir cemile hatuni var idi. Geltip ana sdylediler. Eytdiler ki “Siz soylen, zira seyh
sizin soziinizi redd etmez. Ola kim Mtisa kavmiyle bu diyara gelmeye.” dediler. Ciin “avret buni isitdi, durup seyh
katina geldi dahi eytdi: “Y4a Bel’am isitdim ki hazret-i M(isa “aleyhi’s-selatti ve’s-selam kendi kavmi birle geltip bu
vilayeti eliimiizden almak isterler imis. Imdi sen dahi bu def’a bir du’a it ki anlar bu diyara kadem basmayalar.”
deyti sol kadar ikdam itdi ki ikdamindan kurtulmak care olmadi. Ahir seyh dahi “avretin s6zinden ¢ikmayup du’a
itdi. Hak Te’ala du’asin kabtl kildi. Hazret-i Mtisa kavmi birle Tih sahrasinda kirk yil ser-gerdan kald: yol
bulmada. ‘Akibet Msa ‘aleyhi’s-selatii ve’s-selam ‘aciz kalup miinacat eyledi eytdi kim “Ya delile’l-miitahayyirin
ve ya gryase’l-miistegisin ve ya erhame’r-rahimin ve ya hayra'n-nasirin! Hazretifden diledim ki bu sahrada
yolumuz baglanmaga kim sebep oldi. Bafia haber vir.” dedi. Nagah hatifden avaz geldi kim “Ya Misa Bel’am
Ba'tr du’a etdi. Anin du’asin kabtl etdim. Ol sebebden yol bulmadifuz.” dedi. Clinki Mtisa “aleyhi’s-selatti ve’s-
selam anu isitdi el gettirtip du’a eytdi kim dedi: “Ya kadiye’l-hacat ve ya mucibe’d-da’avat diledim ki Bel’am’[1]
imansiz génderesin. Ctin anifi du’asin benim {izertime kabl etdin. Imdi benim dahi du’ami anifi iizerine kabil
eyle” dedi. “Eger du’ami kabtl etmezsefi benim adimi peygamberlik defterinden ¢ikarasin.” Citinki Mitsa
‘aleyhi’s-selam du’a etdi. Hak Te’ala du’asin kabtl idiip Bel’am’1 diinyddan imansiz gonderdi.”

Erzurum’da Bel’am bin Ba"ara
Evliya Celebi Seyahatnamesi'nde Bel’am bin Ba’tira

Evliya Celebi Seyahatnamesi, Ttirk tarih ve kilttirtine dair onemli bilgiler ihtiva eden kiymetli bir eserdir. Bu
bilgilerden bir tanesi de Evliya Celebi'nin Erzurum’dan aktardig: ve halen daha Erzurum’da anlatilan Bel’am b.
Ba'trra kissasidir. Seyahatname’de yer alan kissanin 6zeti su sekildedir:
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Evliya Celebi bir giin Erzurum’da Egerlidag'in eteginde cirit oynarken attan diiser ve at, Egerlidag’in zirvesine
dogru kacar. Evliya Celebi yanina birkag kole alarak atin pesinden gider ve Egerlidag’in zirvesinde atin1 yakalar.
Orada basindan ayagina kadar seksen adim olan uzun bir mezar goriir. Bu mezarin evliyaullahtan bir zata ait
oldugunu diistinen Evliya Celebi, mezarda yatan kisinin ruhuna bir fatiha okur. Mezar sahidesi olarak zerbtri
stitunlarin oldugunu yazan Evliya Celebi, mezardan pis bir koku geldigini ve kolelerinin bu kokuya dayanamayip
burunlarmi tuttugunu ifade eder. Evliya Celebi mezara baktiginda ise mezar topraginin zift ve katran gibi yagl
oldugunu ve bulgur gibi kaynadigini belirtir. At1 aldiktan sonra Erzurum’a gelen Evliya Celebi, pasanin huzuruna
¢ikar ve basindan gegenleri anlatir. Pasanin yaninda bulunan salih kimselerden mutiellif Cafer Efendi, Evliya
Celebi'nin Fatiha okudugu kabrin masat oldugunu ve onu bir daha ziyaret etmemesi gerektigini soyler. Cafer
Efendi'nin Evliya Celebi’ye verdigi bilgiye gore mezar Hz. Musanin bedduasiyla imansiz 6len B4 tGr oglu Bel’am
adinda bir kisiye aittir. Hz. Musa 6ldiikten sonra tiztintiistinden Misir’1 terk edip Egerlidag’a gelen Bel’am’in
mezarmin burada oldugunu soyleyen Cafer Efendi, mezarin yaz kis les gibi koktugunu ve kaynayan topraginin
yagtyla cehennem azabi cektigini belirtir. Evliya Celebi, Cafer Efendi'nin anlattiklar1 karsisinda hayrette kalir
(Celebi, 2008: 247-248).

ATA A

Erzurum Sozlii Geleneginde Bel’am bin Ba’tra

Hz. Musa zamaninda, Erzurum’u fethetmesi i¢in Hz. Musa, Yusa Peygamberi gonderir.! Erzurum o zamanlar
putperest bir kavmin yasadig yerdir. Fakat bu kavmin icinde Allah’in salih bir kulu yasarmais. Bu zat, ism-i A’zam
duasin bilirmis. Her ne dua etse ellerini yiiziine stirmeden duasi kabul olurmus. Bu adamimn ismi Bel’amu
Ba'tr'mus. Yusa Peygamberin Erzurum’u almaya geldigini duyan Erzurum krali, hemen Bel’ami Ba"Gr’u yanina
¢agirmis ve Yusa Peygamberin Erzurum’u almamasi i¢in Allah’'ma dua etmesini soylemis. Bel’am1 Ba’'ar da Yusa
aleyhisselamin bir peygamber oldugunu ve peygambere beddua edilmeyecegini krala soylemis. Kral, Bel’am
Ba’tr'u ne kadar tehdit etmisse de ikna edememis. Sonunda kral Bel’dAm1 Ba'tr'un karisina diinya kadar altin,
ziynet, yakut, ztimriit hediye gotiirmiis ve beddua etmesi icin kocasini ikna etmesini istemis. Bel’ami1 Ba’tr
karisina bu zenginligin ve satafatin nerden geldigini sormus. O da kraldan hediye geldigini eger Yusa Peygambere
beddua ederse daha ¢ok zengin olacaklarini séylemis. Bel’ami1 B&'Gir karisinin sozitine kulak asmamais fakat karisi
her giin soyleniyormus. En sonunda eger beddua etmez ise evi terk edecegini sdylemis. Bunun tizerine Bel’dmi
Ba'tr pes ederek karisina tamam demis ve beddua etmek icin ahalinin yarmn Palandoken Daginin eteginde
toplanmasini istemis. Ertesi giin Bel’am bin Ba'tGr esegine binmis ve Palandoken’e dogru yola ¢ikmus. Yolda
ilerlerken esegi aniden durmus ve ne ileri ne geri gider olmus, oldugu yerde kalmis. Bel’dm ne etmisse esegi
kipirdatamamis. O sirada esek dile gelmis ve demis ki: “Ey Bel’am, sen nasil olur da Allah’in peygamberine
beddua etmek istersin. Cabuk geri don ve tevbe et!” Bel’dm esegin konustugunu ve kendisini uyardigim goriince
hemen geri donmiis. Geri dondiigii esnada bu sefer seytan aksakalli bir ihtiyar kiliginda Bel’am’a gortinmiis ve
“Ey Bel’am, hi¢ esek konusur mu? Seninle konusan esek degil seytandi. Bak halk seni bekliyor, sonra senin gibi
bir zat hakkinda insanlar ne der?” demis. Bu s6z Bel’dm’in gururunu oksamus ve tekrar Palandoken’e dogru yola
koyulmus. Daga ¢ikinca halkin kendisini dort gozle bekledigini gormiis ve Yusa Peygamber ile ordusuna beddua
etmeye niyetlenmis fakat Bel’dm bin Ba"ura kendi kavmine beddua Yusa Peygambere ise Erzurum’u fethetmesi
icin dua etmeye baslamis. Halk Bel’am’in kendilerine beddua ettigini gorerek Bel’dam’a tepki gostermis. Belam
tekrar beddua etmeye niyetlendiginde dili kopek dili gibi yere kadar sarkmus. Bel’am o anda Allah’in dergahindan
kovuldugunu ve imaninin gittigini anlamis. Kavmiyle birlikte dagdan inerek israilogullarlm nasil durduracagmi
krala anlatmis ve demis ki: “Tevratta zina eden askerlere Allah’m zafer nasip etmeyecegi yazilidir. Eger
Israilogullarim durdurmak istiyorsak herkes esini, kizim siisleyip zina yapmas icin Israil askerlerine géndersin.
Onlar zina yaptiklari takdirde sehri alamazlar.” Kralin emri ile sehir halki kizlarin1 ve eslerini stsleyip
[srailogullarma gondermisler. Israiloglullar1 kadimlarla zina yapmis ve giinahkar olmus. Sonra Yusa Peygamber
Allah’a dua eder. Allah da tevbe eden askerlerin tevbelerini kabul edecegini bildirir. Askerler tevbe edince

1 KK5’in verdigi bilgiye gére Hz. Musa’nin kendisi gelmistir.
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Araplardiizii denilen yerde sehir halki ile savasirlar. Savas sonunda Yusa Peygamberin ordusu galip gelerek sehri
alir ve Bel’am bin B&a"tr"u 6ldiirerek Egerlidag’in etegine atarlar. Simdi Bel’am’in mezar1 Egerlidag’dadir ve mezar
pis koktugu icin mezara ti¢ metreden fazla yaklasilmaz. Ayrica mezardan gelen kotii kokuyu herkes alamaz (KK1;
KKS5; KK9).

Bir diger es metinde Bel’am b. Ba"tra’nin Erzurum’un en eski medreselerinden olan Sultaniye Medresesi'nde
hocalik yaptigy, 6ldiigiinde Cimcime Sultan kiimbeti yakininda bir yere gomdiildiigii, sonrasinda buradan cikarilip
Egerlidag’a gomulduigii bilgisi dikkat cekicidir. Bu anlat1 kaynak kisilerin verdigi bilgilere gore su sekildedir:

Eskiden Erzurum iki sehir imis: Karen ve Karaz. Ilica tarafindaki harap olan yer Karaz. Hz. Musa askerleri gelmis
Ilica’da karargah kurmus. Karen halki Hz. Musa’nin ordusunu goriince yurtlarindan stirtileceklerini anlamis ve
Sultaniye Medresesi'nde ders okutan yani hocalik yapan Bel’am b. Ba'tir’a gelip demisler ki: “Bunlara dua et biz
kazanalim.”, Bel’am da demis ki: “Nasil olur ben peygamberin askerine beddua ederim!” Halk Bel’dm’in hanimina
diinyalik mal miilk vermis ve hanimini kandirmislar. Hanimi da Bel’dm’in diistincesinin degismesine sebep
olmus. O arada Bel’dam’m kavmi Bel’dm’a dort teneke altin getirmis. Kendince fetva bulan Bel’dm altinlar1 almis
ve hayir islerinde kullanirim ya da kendime kullanir sonra tevbe ederim demis. Sonra Bel’am, Hz. Musanin
askerlerine beddua etmis ve bir giinde askerlerden yetmis bin kisi sehit olmus. O zaman Hz. Musa askerlerin
Olmelerinin sebebinin ne oldugunu 6grenmek icin Allah’a duada bulunmus. Allah da Hz. Musa’ya Bel’am’in
duasmi kabul ettigi icin askerlerin o¢ldiigtinti vahyetmis. Bedduadan ¢nce Bel’dm kavmine demis ki:
“Hanimlarmizi, kizlarimizi stisleyin, bezeyin Musa’nin askerlerinin icine gonderin. Allah zina olan yere gazap
eder. Bir rivayete gore askerler zina etmisler, bir rivayete gore de kadinlardan dolay1 askerin diizeni bozulmus ve
daha sonra Bel’am’in bedduas: kabul olmus, askerler yenilmis. Allah bunu Hz. Musa’ya haber verince Hz.
Musa’da Bel’dm’a beddua etmis ve demis ki: “Senin dilin uzana képek gibi soluyasin! Oldiikten sonra da kokasm!”
Bel’dm b. B&'Gr ism-i A’zam duasini bilen ve onunla dua ettigi zaman duas1 hemen kabul olan bir insan. Belli bir
zaman yasadiktan sonra Bel’dam oOlmiis ve giintimiizde Cimcime Sultan kiimbeti olarak bilinen kiimbetin
yakiinda bir bolgede defnedilmis. Kisa zaman sonra mezardan kotii koku yayillmaya baslamis ve biitiin
Erzurum’u sarmis. Donemin valisinin emri ile mezardan cikarilan Bel’dm’m cesedi, katirlara ytiklenerek
Egerlidag’a gomulmiistir (KK6; KK7).

Bel’am b. B&"tird'nin isim olarak verilmedigi ve Hz. Musa/Hz. Yusa Peygamberin yerini Hz. Ali'nin aldi1g1 baska

AT A AT

bir efsanede Bel’dm bin Ba'tira’dan kesis diye bahsedilmektedir. Anlat1 kisaca su sekildedir:

Hz. Ali ile ¢ silah arkadasi tiiccar kiliginda Erzurum’u fethetmeye gelerek Erzurum ovasinda bir ¢ayirliga cadir
kurar ve istirahat ederler. O zaman Erzurum’da Yilanli Kale adinda i¢inde halkin yasadig: bir kale var. Cayirlarda
yilan ¢ok ve kalenin altinda da suyu zehirli olan yilanli ¢esme var. Hz. Ali ve arkadaslar1 kaleyi karsidan
gozetlerler ve kale halkina Miisliiman olmalar1 i¢in bir mektup gonderirler. O sirada kalenin altindaki yilanl
¢esmeden su igerler. Kral ve halk suyu icen Hz. Ali ve arkadaslarinin zehirlenmedigini gortince onlarm hak din
tizere olduklarini anlarlar. Sehrin hiikiimdar1 6nceden Islamiyet’i duydugu igin mektubu alir ve Miisliiman olur.
Kalede kralin islamiyet’i kabul etmesine kars1 ¢ikan bir kesis var, bu kesis halkin Miisliiman olmasina karsi ¢iktigt
icin Hz. Ali ve diger Miuslumanlar kesisi kaleden stirerler ve Hz. Ali kesise “seni kiyamete kadar kokular icinde
kalasin ve yanina kimse yaklasmasin” seklinde beddua eder. Rivayet olunur ki kesisin cesedini Palandéken’in
etegindeki dereye atarlar. Kesisin cesedinin oldugu yer o giin bugiin kokmaktadir. Hatta yazin sicak giinlerinde
kotti kokudan dolay1 o bolgeden kimse gecememektedir (KK4).

Inceleme ve Degerlendirme
Efsanenin Epizot ve Motifleri

I A A

Yazili ve sozlii gelenekteki Bel’am bin Ba'tira kissasinin epizot ve motifleri genel hatlari ile su sekildedir:

1. Bel’am duasi makbul biridir.
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2. Halki Hz. Musa/Hz. Yusa ve ordusunun tilkelerini almamasi i¢in Bel’am’dan onlara beddua etmesini
ister.

Bel’am peygambere beddua edilmeyecegini soyler.
Halki esine cesitli hediyeler verir ve esi de Bel’am’1 ikna eder.

Bel’am’in esegi konusarak niyetinden vazgecmesini ister.

SRR

Bel’am Hz. Musa/Hz. Yusa ile ordusuna beddua etmek igin Palandoken Dagi'na cikar fakat kendi
halkina beddua eder.

7. Bel’am’in dili kopek dili gibi gogstine sarkar.
8. Bel’dam hileye basvurur.
9. Hile sonucunda Israiloglullar1 zina tuzagma diiser.

10. Israilogullarmin askeri arasinda hastalik bas gosterir ve bu hastaliktan yetmis bin kisi 6liir. Askerler
tevbe eder.

11. Araplardiizii'nde savas yapilir ve Israilogullar1 Erzurum’u alur.

12. Bel’am imansiz oliir. Once Erzurum’daki Cimcime Hatun Kiimbeti’nin yakinlarina sonra da
Egerlidag’a gomiiliir.

Dag motifi: Tirk kiltiirinde dag her zaman kutsaldir. Tiirk mitolojisinde daglarin Tanriya yakin olmasi,
iyelerinin yaninda farkli ruhlara da ev sahipligi yapmasi, buralarin kutsal mekéanlar olarak kabul edilmesine sebep
olmaktadir (Bayat, 2006: 47). Erzurum’da anlatilan Bel’am b. Ba’tird efsanesinde Egerlidag da kutsaldir. Egerlidag’
kutsal yapan unsurlar Ttirk kiltiirtinde daga ytiklenen misyonla ayrni karaktere sahiptir. Halk inanislarinda dag
tizerinde tek olan mezarlar her zaman kutsal kabul edildigi icin bunlarla ilgili bir takim pratikler s6z konusudur.
Nitekim kaynak kisilerin verdigi bilgide dagin tizerinde bulunan Bel’am’in mezarinin devasa tek mezar olmasi
onun evliyaullahtan oldugunu dustindtirdtigti icin kutsal kabul edilmektedir. Ttirk mitolojisinde ozellikle
Hakaslarda goriilen daglarin hareket etmesi (Bayat, 2006: 51) Bel’am’in mezar bolgesinde kendini gostermektedir.
Kaynak kisinin aktardiklarina gore Egerlidag’daki evliyanin mezaria Erzurum tarafindan c¢ikilirken evliyaya
niyet edilir. Eger niyet yapilmaz ise dag hareket eder ve mezara cikilamaz. Fakat dagin diger taraflarindan niyet
yapilmadan da mezara c¢ikilabilir (KK9). Mezar ile ilgili bir diger inanis ise Cuma gtinii 6glen ile ikindi vakti
arasinda mezarin hareket etmesidir (KK8). Hali hazirda animistik Ttirk diistince yapisinin bir gostergesi olarak
dag ve evliya kiiltii ile yakindan iligkisi olan bu inanis ve ritiiel, mitolojik donemin hatirasini yasatmas: (Onal, 2003:
109) bakimindan dikkate degerdir.

Ayrica Egerlidag'in hemen altindaki Tuzcu mahallesinde ikamet eden kaynak kisilerin verdigi bilgiye gore
Egerlidag’in yamacinda Kokulu Baba mevkisi vardir. Bundan dolay1 da koyliiler arasinda Egerlidag’a Kokulu Dag
da denilmektedir. Kokulu Baba'nin etrafinda kiiciikbas hayvanlar otladig1 zaman stitleri ve siitlerinden yapilan
peynir, yogurt gibi tirtinler kokmaktadir. Bu trtinler koktugu icin de tiiketilememektedir. Biiytikbas hayvanlar
ise Kokulu Baba'nin oldugu mevkiye genelde ¢ikmamakta, ciktiklarinda da oranin otunu yememektedirler.
Kaynak kisilerin verdigi bilgiye gore herhangi bir anlatiya sahip olmayan bu yer, hayvan davranislari ile bolgenin
bitki orttistinden dolay1 verilmis bir addir (KK2; KK3; KK8). Burada Kokulu Baba ifadesi dikkat gekicidir. Tiirk
kilttirinde dag ve atalar kiiltti, bu durumu bize aciklamaktadir. Yukarida da belirtildigi tizere Ttirk kiilttirtinde
dag Tanr1'ya yakilhigindan dolay1 kutsaldir. Dolayisiyla iginde agag, tas, bitki ortiistintin farklilik arz ettigi yerler
zamanla bir kutsiyet kazanarak toplum tarafindan saygi duyulan bir yer haline gelmekte ve sayg: ifadesi olarak
“evliya” manasinda kullanilan “baba” sifatini (Cetin, 2007: 70) aldig1 gortilmektedir. Hayvanlarin bu bolgede
otlamamas: ya da otlayan hayvanlarin trtinlerinin kokmas: o yere kutsallik atfedilmesine sebep olmakta ve
zamanla degisimin bir gostergesi olan “baba” ifadesi ile bu kutsallik perginlenmektedir.
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Konusan hayvan motifi: Ttirk anlat1 geleneginde hayvanlarin konusmasi s6z konusudur. S6zli anlatida Bel’am
eseginin tizerinde Egerlidag’a c¢ikarken esek ilerlemez. Bel’am esegini stirmeye calissa da esek gitmez ve dile
gelerek “Ey Bel’am, sen nasil olur da Allah’in peygamberine beddua etmek istersin. Cabuk geri don ve tevbe et!”
der. Tevrat kaynakli anlatilarda esegin karsisina Cebrail'in ¢ikmasi Dede Korkut Hikayelerinden Deli Dumrul
Hikayesini akla getirmektedir. Deli Dumrul atinin tisttindeyken karsisina Azrail ¢ikar ve at tirkerek Deli Dumrul’u
tizerinden atar (Akman, 2018: 22). Ayrica Motif-Index’te dogrudan Bel’am motif olarak B733.1. Bel'dm’in eseginin

ra 7

melegi gormesi ve A2239.6. Bel’am in esegini dovmesi yer almaktadir (Thompson, 1966: 413; 213).

Hayvana doniisme motifi: Tirk anlati geleneginde siklikla karsimiza c¢ikan motiflerden biride hayvana
dontismedir. Efsanede Bel’dam tam olarak hayvana dontismese de dilinin kopek gibi uzadig1 ve omriintin geri
kalaninda dilinin kopek dili gibi oldugu anlatilmaktadir. Allah’in peygamberine ve ordusuna beddua etmeye
niyetlenen Bel’am’in dilinin kopek dili gibi sarkmas1 Allah tarafindan bir cezalandirmanin neticesidir. Thompson
bu durumu C962. Tabunun yikilmasiyla hayvana doniisme (1966: 490) seklinde ele alir.

Hile motifi: Bel’dm imaninin gittigini anladiktan sonra, kavmini Hz. Musa/Hz. Yusa'nin ordusundan korumak
icin Tevrat'tan bildigi bir durumu 1srailogullar1na kars1 kullanir. Sehrin alinmasini istemeyen Bel’am bunun i¢in
zina hilesine bagvurur. Bel’am’in halki ile uyguladigi bu hile her ne kadar karsilik bulsa da Allah'in israilogullarlm
affetmesi ile Erzurum alinir. Motif-Index’te zinaya bagli hile K1300. Bastan ¢ikarma (Thompson, 1966: 1830) motifi
ile dogrudan iliskilidir.

Bel’am bin B4’tra Efsanesi

Kur’an-1Kerim'in Araf Suresi 175 ile 176. ayetlerinde anlatilan kissada isim zikredilmemektedir. Miifessirlerin pek
cogu bu ayetlerin yorumunda Tevrat kaynakli Bel’am b. Baira kissasim esas almaktadirlar. Tevrat ve Incil’de
kahin, biiyticti ve peygamber olarak gosterilen Bel’am, bu 6zellikleri ile yakindogu mitlerinde incubation? ayininin
uygulayicisidir. Tevrat'in Colde Saymm (22) bolimiinde Moav Krali'min gonderdigi adamlara geceyi burada
gecirmelerini ve Tanr1’dan alacag1 cevaba gore kendilerine sonucu bildirecegini soylemesi Bel’dm'mn incubation
ayinini uyguladigini diistindiirmektedir (Gaster, 2000: 417). Daha sonra Tanri’nin emrini yerine getirmedigi icin
Tanr1’'nin sevgisini kaybetmesi Lord Raglan'in Geleneksel Kahraman adli calismasindaki 16. Daha sonra kahraman
Tannlarm ve/veya halkimin sevgisini kaybeder maddesi ile sozlii gelenekte derlenen anlatida, Bel’dm’in mezarimnin
Egerlidag’'in dogusundaki tepede -baz1 kaynak kisilere gore evliyaullah mezari- olmas1 19. Cogunlukla bir tepenin
tizerinde 6liir ve 22. Kahramanin gomiilii oldugu kabul edilen bir veya daha fazla kutsal mezar: vardir durumunu akla
getirmektedir (Raglan, 2006: 278).

Bel’am b. Ba’tird ismi Ibrani mitlerinde Peygamber Balaam olarak zikredilmektedir. Hz. Adem’in oglu
Kabil/Kain/Cain, Moav, Sit, Edom, Seir, Amelek’ten olusan Kenanllarin atasi sayilmakta ve Moav
peygamberinin de Beor oglu Balaam olduguna dikkat cekilmektedir. Gliney ve doguda yasayan Kenanlilar:
Israil'in diismani olarak géren Peygamber Balaam, bunlari daglardaki kaleleri mesken tutan insanlar olarak
gostermektedir (Graves ve Patai, 2022: 143). Ayrica Bel’am’la ilgili Yahudi efsanesinde Bel’dm, Tanr1'nin s6zlerini
ve bilgisini bilen bir peygamber olarak tasvir edilir (Baron, 1958: 46). Diger taraftan Israil kaynaklarinda Bel’am’in,
Firat Vadisi'nde Kuzey Suriyeli bir kdhin oldugu, Moav Saray1'nda kalarak Yahudi oldugu ve Israil’i terk ederek
Midyanlilara katilip Yahudilerle savasan bir kahin oldugu belirtilmektedir. Eski caglarda savastan énce diismarn
lanetlemek i¢in kahinlerin/ profesyonel biiytictilerin gorevlendirilmesi adettendi. Bununla birlikte tanrinin iradesi
ve savasin kaderinin belirlenmesi esit derecede 6nemliydi (Gaster, 1969: 303). Tevrat'tan hareketle, savas tncesi
diismana lanet okuma gorevinin Moav krali tarafindan Bel’dam’a verilmesi, Bel’dm’in falci/kahin/peygamber
olmasi ile iliskilidir. Savasin sonucuna Tanri’'min iradesinin tecelli ettigini gordugtimiiz Tevrat'taki anlatida,
Bel’am Tanr1 tarafindan sozii dinlenmeyen kisi olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir (Kutsal Kitap, 2009: 249).

2 Incubation ayini: Yakaricinin, tanriya yalvarmak ve bir diiste ya da herhangi bir baska yoldan tanrisal kehaneti elde etmek igin birkag giin
tapmagin kutsal yerlerinde kalmasidir (Gaster, 2000: 416).
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Sozlii ve yazili gelenekte derlenen Bel’am bin Ba’tra kissasinda farkliliklar s6z konusudur. Bu farkliliklarin ortaya
¢ikmasindaki temel faktor anlat1 ortamudir. Zira “metni anlamak ig¢in metnin anlatildig1 ortami1 anlamak gerekir”
(Oguz, 2013: 36). Dini, ahlaki ve tasavvufi kaygilarin 6n planda tutuldugu metinler anlati ortam1 hakkinda bizlere
ipucu vermektedir. Ornegin, Milli Kiitiiphane Yazmalar Koleksiyonu 06 Mil Yz B 346/37 numarada kayith
Hikayet-i Bel’am Ba’tr kissasi, diger anlatilarla benzer 6zellikler tasisa da bu kissada dikkat ¢eken unsurlardan
biri Bel’am’in, Ba’tr ilinde veli mertebesinde yetmis bin dervisi ile yasayan biiyiik bir seyh oldugudur. Kutsal
kitaplarda ve sozlii gelenekte yer almayan seyh, miirsit ve dervis ifadelerinden hareketle anlatinin tasavvuf
gelenegi icinde yeniden diizenlendigi gortilmektedir. Diger taraftan Kur’an-1 Kerim bilgisi olan kaynak kisilerin
anlatiminda Erzurum, Bel’dm’in yasadig1 yer olarak verilirken yer yer Kur’an ayetlerine de atif yapilmaktadir. Bu
sayede anlatinin Erzurum’da gectigi inanci giiglendirilmektedir ki dini bilgiye sahip kaynak kisiler bile Bel’am’in
burada yasadigma inanmaktadir. Bu da anlati ortammin anlatida mekansal dontistime zemin hazirlamaktadir.
Mekansal dontistimii destekleyen argiimanlardan biri de Sultaniye Medresesi’dir. Tarihge-i Erzurum adli eserinde
Mehmet Nusret, Bel’am b. Ba’Grd'nin Erzurum’da ikamet ettigi yer hakkinda bilgi vermektedir. Bel’am b.
Ba'tra’nin Sultaniye Medresesi'nde oturdugu bilgisinin halk arasinda meshur oldugunu sdyleyen Mehmed
Nusret, medresenin harap oldugunu ifade etmektedir (Mehmed Nusret, 1338: 37). Bel’am’imn medresede oturmasi
iki sekilde yorumlanabilir. {1k olarak medresenin bulundugu yer medrese yapilmadan 6nce Bel’dm’in ikamet ettigi
evin konumu olabilir. Tkinci olarak ¢nceleri salih bir zat olan Bel’dm’m medresede ders okuttugu distintilebilir.
Sozlu gelenekteki anlati ikinci gortisti desteklemektedir. Nitekim, kaynak kisilerin verdigi bilgiye gore Bel’am b.
Ba'tra’'min Sultaniye Medresesi'nde hocalik yaptig1 bilgisi mevcuttur (KK6; KK7). Erzurum’'un en eski
medreselerinden biri olan; 1859 depreminde biiyiik zarar goren ve I. Diinya Savasi sirasinda yiktirilan medrese
(Kugtikugurlu 2020: 158) konum olarak, Lala Pasa Camii'nin dogu tarafindaki Menderes Caddesi tizerinde yer
almaktadir.

Mekanin degisimindeki durumlardan biri de yer isimlerinin halk anlatilarina bagh ortaya ¢ikmasidir. Bugiin
Yakutiye ilcesi siirlari icinde kalan Araplardiizii Caddesi Hz. Musa'nin ordusu ile Bel’dam b. B&"tira’nin kavminin
savastig1 yer olarak anlatilmaktadir (KK1; KK5; KK9). Bu anlatida, Hz. Musa ve Israilogullar1 her ne kadar Arap
olmasalar da Islamiyet'in Arabistan’dan dogmasi veya Hz. Musa'nin hak din peygamberi olmasi hasebiyle halk
mubhayyilesinde Hz. Musa'nin ordusunun Arap oldugu dtstintilmektedir. Dolayisiyla savas alanmin
Araplardiizii diye adlandirilmas: hem mekana bagli halk anlatisinin ortadan kaybolmamasina hem mekan isminin

kokenine dair bilgiler elde etmemize yardimci olmaktadir.

Efsane, diger taraftan Egerlidag’in jeolojik yapis1 hakkinda birtakim ipuglar: barindirmaktadir. Evliya Celebi'nin
aktardig1 Bel'’dm’in mezari ile ilgili bilgilerden hareketle ibrahim Hakki Konyali dikkati mezar yerindeki toprak
yapisina ¢cekmektedir. Konyali, bu topraktan sizan siviya eskiden insanlarin Mumya-y1 insani, Mum-1 dbin, dag
mumu dedigini ve Oguzlarca bu maddenin kutsal sayildigini ve bazi hastaliklarda tedavi amaciyla kullanildigini
belirtmekte birlikte, Tiirklerin bu maddenin c¢iktig1 yerlere kubbeli abideler ve dikili taslar yaptiklarmi ifade
etmektedir (Konyali, 1960: 361-362). Efsane her ne kadar Erzurum’a mal edilerek anlatilsa da tarihsel gerceklik
g6z oniine alindiginda Evliya Celebi'nin bahsettigi olayin Konyali'nin verdigi bilgilere uygun oldugu soylenebilir.
Ote yandan Egerlidag'in tam ortasindaki noktada Kokulu Baba mevkisinde de benzer bir durum vardir. Boslge
dagin diger kisimlarindan farkli bir ot yapisina sahiptir. Alan arastirmasi sirasinda topragin ya da otun koktuguna
dair herhangi bir tespit soz konusu olmasa da yer yapisinin diger kisimlara gore yumusak olmasi toprak tabaninin
farkli oldugunu gostermektedir.

Palandoken dag silsilesi iginde yer alan Sultan Sekisi, Bel’dm b. B&'ira ile dogrudan iliskili bir efsaneye konu
olmaktadir. Kaynak kisilerin verdigi bilgiye gore Hz. Davut Peygamberin oglu Hz. Siileyman Peygamber,
Erzurum’a geldigi vakit Palandoken Dag1'nin bat1 tarafindaki Sultan Sekisi'nde ordusu ile mola verir. Siileyman
Peygamber’in vezirleri kendi iclerinde anlasarak Hz. Siileyman’1 6ldiirtip mallarini1 almaya niyetlenirler. O sirada
Hz. Stileyman uyanir ve orduya hazirlanip yola ¢ikmalarimi emreder. Ordu Bel’am’in mezarinin oldugu bolgeden

gecip Erzincan’a varinca Stileyman Peygamber, askerlerine atlarmin nallarini sokiip yeni nal cakmalarini emreder.
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Bunun sebebi soruldugunda ise Bel’dm’im mezarinin oldugu ugursuz topraklardan gectikleri i¢cin bu nallardan
hayir gelmeyecegini bildirir (KK2; KK3). Tuzcu mahallesi sakinleri arasinda yaygin olan bu anlati, Bel’am b.
Ba’tranin mezarmin bulundugu yerin ugursuzlugu bir peygamber araciligiyla bildirilerek, anlatinn
inandiricilig1 desteklenmektedir.

Bel’am bin Ba'tra'nin mezarinin tespit edilmesinde en dikkat gekici yer, Egerlidag’in dogu tarafindaki tepenin
yamacinda ince ve kiictik taslardan olusan tashk bolgedir. Halk arasinda hisirlik3 olarak tarif edilen bu bolgede
btiytik bir evliyaullahin mezarmin bulundugu bilgisini veren kaynak kisi, bu mezarin cuma gtinleri 6glen ile ikindi
arasinda yurtdiginia soylemektedir (KK8). Diger kaynak kisinin aktardigina gore Erzurum tarafindan bu
evliyanin mezarina ¢tkmadan once evliya niyetlenerek mezarin oldugu daga cikilmaktadir. Eger kisi evliyay:
niyetlemeden daga ¢ikmaya calisirsa dag hareket ettigi icin mezara ulasamamaktadir. Dagin dogu, bat1 ve giiney
taraflarinda boyle bir durum s6z konusu degildir (KK9).Yaptigimiz alan arastirmasinda mezar,
Kirkdegirmenler’in bitis noktas1 olan mesire alanindan 4 km yukarida Gelinkaya mevkisinin bulundugu derenin
sag tarafindaki tepenin tist kismindadir. Mezarin bulundugu alanin taslik ve biraz egimli olmasi, alanin
kayiyormus hissi vermesine sebep olmaktadir. Evliya Celebi'nin anlatimma uygun olan bu bdlgenin
Seyahatname’de gecen mezar yeri olmasi kuvvetle muhtemeldir. Ciinkti Evliya Celebi'nin bahsettigi konum,
mezarmn hareket etmesi ve uzunlugu gibi unsurlar tespit ettigimiz bolge ile benzer 6zellikler gostermektedir.
Ayrica bolgeye yonelik Die Grenzboten’de Bel’am’in dev bir mezari ile yaninda bir mezarlik ve Ermeni Kilisesi'nin
oldugu bilgisi mevcuttur (1856: 84). Evliya Celebi'nin topragin yagli ve bulgur gibi kaynadigini soyledigi mezarda
bu 6zelik mevcut degildir. Seyahatname'nin yazilisindan bugtine - 377 yil- Egerlidag’da meydana gelen sel,
deprem, insan tahribat1 gibi unsurlar bolgenin 6zelligini yitirmesine sebep olmus olabilir. Mezarm Cuma gunii
oglen ile ikindi arasi hareket ettiginin dustuntilmesi, buranin evliya mezar1 kabul edilmesinden
kaynaklanmaktadir. Kaynak kisinin verdigi bilgide evliyanin ismi bilinmemektedir. Burada dikkat ¢eken bir
husus daha vardir: Erzurum il merkezinde yasayan halk arasinda mezarin imansiz 6len Bel’dm b. Ba'tGrd’ya,
mezara yakin bolgedeki mezrada yasayanlara gore ise mezarin bir evliyaullaha ait oldugudur. Evliya Celebinin
de mezar ilk gordugtinde ulu bir evliyaullah mezar1 olarak ifade etmesi o bolgede yasayan insanlarin Evliya
Celebi'ye bu bilgiyi verdiklerini akla getirmektedir. Clinkii giintimiizde bile mezktr mezar, yore sakinleri
tarafindan evliya mezar1 olarak bilinmektedir. Hatta mezradakiler Evliya Celebi'nin Egerlidag’'da yedi yil
kaldigim1 ve buraya gelmeden ya da buradan gittikten sonra yedi yil Erzurum’a yaz gelmedigi anlatmaktadir
(KK8; KK9).

Sonug¢

Sozli kiltiirde var olan bir metnin degeri, yazili kiiltiirle olan miinasebeti ile dogru orantilidir. Zira en eski yazili
metne kadar takibi yapilan anlatinin degisim ve doniisiim noktasinda hangi asamalardan gectigi; hangi farkl
kilttir ve cografyalarin etkisinde kaldig1 ortaya ¢ikarilabilir. Bu noktada Tevrat kaynakli bir anlati olan Bel’am bin
Ba’tra’'nin Erzurum’da efsaneye dontismesi, Erzurum’un Islami ilimlerin okutuldugu bir merkez konumunda
olmasi ile aciklanabilir. Dini yetkinligi bulunan kisiler, s6zlii ortamlarda Bel’am bin Ba'tra kissasmi anlatarak
kissanin mekan ve sahis baglaminda yeniden diizenlenip sozlii olarak da aktarilmasina katki saglamis olabilir.
Diger taraftan sozlii gelenekte bir anlatinin ne zaman, nerede ve ne sekilde ortaya ¢iktigini kestirmek imkansizdur.
Fakat 1646 yilinda Evliya Celebi'nin Erzurum’a geldigi gtz ontinde bulunduruldugunda Bel’am b. Ba'tGra
kissasinin Erzurum’da es ve benzer metin seklinde s6zlii gelenek yoluyla 377 yildir anlatilageldigi gortilmektedir.
Yazili kaynaklarda Israilogullarindan oldugu kabul edilse de hangi milletten olduguna dair kesin bir goriis
bulunmayan ve peygamber oldugu diistiniilen Bel’am’in, diger peygamberlerden farkli olarak vahyi riiya yoluyla
aldig: belirtilmektedir. Bundan dolay1 da Bel’dm peygamberliginin yaninda ayinleri yoneten kahin olarak da
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Tevrat kaynakli bu kissaya Kur’an-1 Kerim'in Araf Suresi'nin 175-176. ayetlerinin tefsirinde

AT A

genisce yer verilmektedir. Edebi dontistimiin tefsirlerdeki tezahiirii olan bu kissada Bel’am bin Ba'tra, Allah'n

3 Erzurum agzinda kayalardan kopan kiigiik taslarin olusturdugu ve otun bitmedigi yer anlamimdadir.
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seckin kullarindan olmasina ragmen sonunda imansiz olarak olmektedir. Diinyaya meyletmenin ahireti
kaybettirecegine somut bir 6rnek olarak sunulan Bel’am bir halk anlatis1 olmasinin yani sira Tiirk edebiyatmin
farkli alanlarinda da olumsuz bir tip olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

Sozlii gelenekte Bel’am bin Ba'tra efsanesinin genisledigi gortilmektedir. Farkli kaynak kisilerin verdigi
bilgilerden hareketle anlatilar birlestirildiginde Erzurum’da sadece mezar tizerinden efsane aktarilmamakta yer
ismi, Bel’dm’in meslegi ve yasadigi yer genisce anlatilmaktadir. Dolayisiyla bu durum Erzurum’daki
cadde/mabhalle isimlerinin agitklanmasina ve bolgenin tarihine dair bilgiler sunmasina da yardimc olmaktadir.
Efsane ile dogrudan iliskisi olmasa da genislemenin bir baska gostergesi de Evliya Celebi'nin Egerlidag’da yedi
yil kaldig anlatisidir. Bu anlatinin ortaya ¢ikmasindaki en biiytik faktor Evliya Celebi'nin Bel’am bin B&'tira’nin
mezar bilgilerini Egerlidag cevresinde yasayan kisilerden kaydetmesi gosterilebilir. Nitekim Evliya Celebi'nin
Egerlidag’a ¢ikmasima dair tesekkiil eden anlati, varligim giintimiize kadar devam ettirmistir. Dolayisiyla bu
durum Bel’am efsanesini yaziya geciren kisi ile ilgili anlatinin da ortaya ¢ikmasina sebep olmaktadir.

Turk kulttrtinde yer alan dag, veli kiiltleri ve yedi sayisi ile ilgili inanislar Egerlidag ve cevresi ile ilgili anlatilarda
varligin1 devam ettirmektedir. Mitolojik déonemden itibaren gordugitimiiz kutsal dag inanislar1 ve buna bagh
rittieller slamiyet’ten sonra da cesitli inaniglar altinda varligini siirdiirmektedir. Dolayistyla animistik diistince
yapist Islamiyetle birlikte veli kiiltii cevresinde yasatilmaktadur.

A AT

Evliya Celebi Seyahatname’de, Bel’am b. Ba'tira’nin bas ve ayak kisminda mezar sahidesi olarak iki zerbari stitun
bulundugunu soylemektedir. Bu stitunlar tespit ettigimiz Bel’dm bin Ba’Gra’min mezar bolgesinde yer
almamaktadir. Kaynak kisi, Bel’dm’in mezar yerinin gtineyinde masatlik olarak tarif edilen bélgede bu stitunlarin
oldugunu soylemektedir. Fakat definecilerin mezarlikta yaptig1 tahribat nedeniyle mezarlik ve stitunlara bolgede

rastlanmamustir.

Diger taraftan mekdnin olusmasinda cografi-ekolojik ozellikler dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Egerlidag’in mubhtelif
hastaliklarin tedavisinde kullanilan bitki cesitleri bakimindan zengin oldugu bilinmektedir. Ozellikle
Egerlidag’ daki mezar yeri kaynak kisilerin verdigi bilgiler dogrultusunda kotii kokunun yogun oldugu bolgedir.
Evliya Celebi'nin anlatimma da uygun olan bu bilgiler bize bolgede petrol ya da petrol tiirevi bir maddenin
varligimni haber vermektedir. Giintimiizde her ne kadar mezarla ilgili yapilan yer tespitinde bu duruma
rastlanmamus olsa da basta Maden Tetkik ve Arama Miiduirlagiti olmak tizere ilgili kurum ve kuruluslarin bolgede
yapacag1 arastirmalar, bolgenin maden potansiyelini ortaya koymasi agisindan 6nem arz etmektedir.
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Yazili Ortamdaki Asik Tarzi Halk Hikayelerine
Verilen Adlar

The Names Given to the Minstrel-Style Folk Tales in Written
Environment

Oz

Bu inceleme 1928 vyilindan once yazili ortama aktarilmis olan 13 hikdye tizerinde
gerceklestirilmistir. Bu kapsamdaki eserlerin bir kismi el yazmasi eserler, bir kismu litografi olarak
adlandirilan bir yontemle basilan eserler, bir kismi ise matbaa harfleriyle basilan eserlerdir. Bas
taraf1 eksik oldugu icin bashig goriilemeyen eserler incelemeye dahil edilmemistir.

Hikaye adlar1 ¢cogu kez tanimlayici terimler ve aciklayici ifadeler iginde verilmistir. Hikaye
basliklarinda en ¢ok kullanilan terim hikaye/hikayettir. Bundan baska hikaye adlarinda kitap,
menakib, kissa, destan terimlerine de rastlanir. Dede Korkut Kitabinin elimizde bulunan iki
niishasindan birinin admin “kitab-1”, digerinin “hikayet-i” seklinde baglamasi, bu anlat1 tiirtintin
uzantis1 olarak ortaya cikan asik tarzi hikayelerde gelenegin etkisini bariz bir sekilde
gostermektedir.

Adlandirmalarda yazma eserlerin basma eserlerden bariz farki miistensihler tarafindan onlarin
gecmis zamanlarda gercekten yasandigi vurgusunun oOne cikarilmasi, yer yer hikaye
kahramanlarmin manevi kisiliklerine inanilmasi bigiminde ortaya cikar. Tas baski ve matbaa
harfleriyle basilan matbu eserlerde ise bu anlayistan uzaklasildig1 goriiliir. Ozellikle 1911-1928
yillar1 arasina rastlayan matbaa harfleriyle basili eserlerde bu hikayelerin ¢ok okunan tinlii
anlatilar olduguna dikkat ¢ekilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Asik tarzi, Halk hikayesi, Yazili ortam, Kiiltiirel miras

Abstract

This analysis has been conducted on 13 tales that were transferred to the written environment
before 1928. Some of the works in this content are manuscripts, some of them are printed by a
method called lithography, and some of them are printed with printing press letters. Since the first
part of the tale is missing, the works whose title cannot seen are not included in analysis.

Titles of the tale often given in descriptive terms and explanatory expressions. The term which is
used commonly in the titles is tale. Over and above this, it is found the terms of book, parable,
anecdote, epic in the tale titles. The fact that the title of one of the two copies of the Book of Dede
Korkut begins with “kitab-1” and the other begins with “ hikayet-i” clearly shows the influence of
the minstrel-style tale tradition that emerged as an extension of this narrative genre.

The obvious difference manuscripts than printed works in the nomenclature which is emphasis
by copyists on the fact that they actually lived in the past and that they believe in the spiritual
personalities of the heroes of the tales. It is seen that this understanding has moved away in the
printed works which are printed with lithography and printing press letters. It is noted that these
tales were widely read famous narratives, especially printed works between 1911- 1928.

Keywords: Minstrel style, Folk tales, Written environment, Cultural heritage
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Giris

Asik tarz1 hikaye gelenegi icinde yer alan tirtinlerin {iretim ve icra siirecleri sozlii ve yazili olmak bakimindan
farkli ozelliklere sahiptir. Bu nedenle her iki ortamin kendine has yontemlerle incelenmesi ve gruplandirilmasi
gerekmektedir. Genel anlamda halk hikayesi ile ilgili ¢cok sayida arastirma yapilmis olmasina ragmen yazili
ortamdaki asik tarzi halk hikayeleri hakkinda spesifik calismalarin azlig1 dikkat cekmektedir. Konu ile ilgili dikkat
ve Onerilerin paylasildig: farkli yayinlar gerceklesmis olmakla birlikte bunlarin arasinda Ali Duymaz’in (2019)
calismasi somut tespitler ve oneriler gelistirmesi bakimimdan daha kapsamli ve 6zgtindiir.

Halk Hikayeleri ve Halk Hikayeciligi adl1 {inlii eserinde Pertev Naili Boratav, halk hikayelerini “basilmis metinler”
ve “basilmamis metinler” olarak iki gruba ayirmis ve her grubun altina ilgili hikayeleri eklemistir. Basilmis
metinler baslig1 altinda el yazmasi, tas baski ve matbaa baskili metinleri siralarken, basilmamis metinler kisminda
sozlu gelenekte anlatilan hikayeleri vermistir. (Boratav, 1946: 8-24).

Bu arastirmada yazili ortamdaki asik tarzi halk hikayelerine verilen adlar tizerinde bir calisma yapilmustir.
Konunun kapsamini belirlemek {iizere bu tiirlin yaziya aktarilmis tiim ornekleri incelendikten sonra bir
simirlamaya gidilmesinin zorunlulugu ortaya ¢tkmustir.

Yazili ortamdaki asik tarzi halk hikdyelerinin ilk grubunu Arap harfli el yazmasi ntishalar  olusturur. Bu
hikayelerin yer aldig1 yazma eserlerden ulasilabilenlerin en eskisi 17 Rebitilevvel 1208 (17 Ekim 1793), sonuncusu
ise 1266 (1849-1850) tarihini tasimaktadir. Ikinci grupta yer alan tas baski niishalardan ulasilabilenlerin yaridan
fazlasi tarihsizdir. Tarihli olanlarin en eskisinde 1266 (1849-1850), sonuncusunda ise 1341 (1922-1923) kayd1 vardir.
Litografi adi verilen yontemle Tiirkiye’de basilan ilk eserin 1831 kaydina sahip oldugu (Gergek, 2001: 13)
dustintiliirse bu teknikle 1850 yilinda bir halk hikayesinin basilmis olmasi asik tarzi hikaye gelenegi acisindan
kayda deger bir gelismedir. Bu, aynm1 zamanda XIX. ytizyilin ortalarinda Tiirkiye’de onemli bir hikaye
okuyucusunun mevcudiyetini gosterir. Ugtincii grupta yer alan ve matbaa harfleri ile basilan eserlerin ulagilabilen
en eski niishasinda 1329 (1911), sonuncusunda 1928 kayd1 vardir.

Bugtine kadar asik tarzi halk hikayelerinden ulasilabilen eserler karsilastirildiginda yazmalar ile basmalar
arasinda bir kronolojik siralamadan s6z etmek miimkiindiir. Eldeki verilere gore yazma eserlerin yazilis tarihleri
1793-1850 arasinda degismektedir. Arap harfleriyle basilan eserlerin 1850 ila 1928 arasinda yaymmlandig: tespit
edilmistir. Bu, 1850"den sonra el yazmasi hikaye metinlerinin olmadig1 anlamina gelmez kuskusuz.

Yazili ortamdaki halk hikdyelerinin 1928 yilindan sonraki nesirleri ise Latin harfleriyle basilmis eserlerdir.
Bunlardan baska yeniden yazma olarak adlandirilan nesirler vardir ki bu eserler hikayelerin orijinal metinlerini
degil, bir yazar tarafindan yeniden kaleme alinmis metinleri igerir.

Bu arastirmada el yazmasi ve tas baski niishalar ile 1928’den 6nce matbaa harfleriyle basilan niishalar tizerinde
bir calisma yapilmistir. Asik tarzi hikaye gelenegi igcinde degerlendirilmekle birlikte destani 6zelligiyle one cikan
ve kollar halinde uzun bir metne ve gok sayida varyanta sahip olan Kéroglu hikayesi ile mesnevi geleneginin
devamu olarak yaziya aktarilan Leyla ile Mecnun, Ferhat ile Sirin ve Yusuf ile Ziileyha gibi hikayeler inceleme
disinda tutulmustur. Incelenen hikayeler sunlardir: Arzu ile Kanber, Asuman ile Zeycan, Asik Garip, Asik
Kurbani, Derdiyok ile Ziilfiisiyah, Elif ile Mahmut, Giil ile Sitemkar, Hursit ile Mahmihri, Kerem ile Asli, Meliksah
ile Giillithan, Razinihan ile Mahifiruze, Sah Ismail, Tahir ile Ziihre.

Bu hikayelerden orijinal niishasina ulasilamayan el yazmasi Destan-1 Hikaye-i Maksud ve Misir Sehrinde Zuhur
Eden Asik Karib’in yeni harflere aktarilmis bi¢cimleri Fikret Ttirkmen’in (1974) calismasinda gortilmistiir. Diger
hikayelerin orijinal metinlerine su kiittiphanelerde ulasilmistir: Yazma Eserler Kurumu Baskanhgi, Milli
Kiitiiphane, Istanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi Kiitiiphaneleri, Atatiirk Universitesi Seyfettin Ozege Koleksiyonu,
Konya Bolge Yazma Eserler Kiittiphanesi, Afyon Gedik Ahmet Pasa Kiittiphanesi, Tiirk Dil Kurumu Kiittiphanesi,
Amasya Beyazit Il Halk Kiitiiphanesi, Corum Hasan Pasa Il Halk Kiitiiphanesi, Bilbiotheque National.

Yazili ortamda yer alan asik tarzi hikayelere verilen adlarin donemlere gore farklilik arz etmesi dikkate deger bir
husustur. Adlandirmalarm hangi saiklerle ortaya ¢iktig1 hususunun irdelenmesi, konunun tarihi ve kiilttirel arka
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planimnin aydinlatilmasina katk: saglayacaktir. Bu amagla 13 hikayenin 1928 yilindan 6nce yazilan veya basilan
ntishalar1 secilerek bu hikayelere verilen adlar, tist veya alt basliklar ile birlikte incelenmistir.

Hikayelere Verilen Adlar
El Yazmasi Niishalar

Inceleme igin belirlenen yazili ortamdaki 13 asik tarzi halk hikayesinden Giil ile Sitemkar disindaki 12’sinin toplam
36 niishasina ulasilmistir. Bunlardan 6’smnin bas tarafi eksik oldugu igin baslik bilinmemektedir. Kalan 30 niishada
yer alan bagliklar soyledir:

Asik Kerem Dertli Kerem Fasl-1 Beyan Eder
Asik Kerem Hikayetini Beyan Eyledi

Der Beyan-1 Hursid Beg

Derdiyok ile Ziilfisiyah Kissalar1

Derdiyok ile Ziilfisiyah Kissas1

Destan-1 Hikaye-i Maksud

Haza Arzu Kamber

Haza Hikayet-i Kerem Dede

Haza Kitab-1 Arzu ile Kanber (2 ayr1 niisha)
Haza Tahir ile Ziihre hikayetlerin min evvelihi ila ahirihi beyan ederler
Hikaye-i Arzu ile Kanber

Hikaye-i Asik Karib beyan olunur vesselam
Hikaye-i Hursid

Hikaye-i Mahmud ile Elif'dir

Hikaye-i Raznihan ile Mahfiruz Sultan
Hikayet olunur ki Kerem ile Han Asl
Hikayet-i Arzu ile Kanber Mufazzalidir
Hikayet-i Asman ile Zeycan

Hikayet-i Agik Garib

Hikayet-i Asik Garib ve Bezirgan Kizi
Hikayet-i Asik Karib

Hikayet-i Kerem Han

Hikayet-i Kurbani

Hikayet-i Meliksah ile Giillithan

Meliksah ile Gullithan’in Hikayeleri
Menakib-1 Asik Garib ve Sah Senem Hanim
Misir Sehrinde Zuhur Eden Asik Karib
Misali Asik Garib

Sah Ismail ile Giilizar Hanum

Tas Baski Niishalar

Bu arastirmada incelenen yazili ortamdaki 13 asik tarzi halk hikadyesinin timiintn tas baski ntishalarina
ulasilmistir. Toplam 36 niishanin birinde bas kisim eksik oldugu icin hikayenin baslig1 goriilmemistir. 35 niishada
hikaye adlar1 soyle verilmistir:
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Arzu ile Kanber

Asman ile Zeycan

Asik Garib

Asik Kurbani

Asik Kurbani

Derdiyok ile Ziilfisiyah Hikayesi (2 ayr1 baskz)
Divan-1 Kerem

Divan-1 Kerem

Hikaye-i Asik Garib (2 ayr1 baski)

Hikaye-i Giil ile Sitemkar

Hikaye-i Kerem

Hikaye-i Mahfiruze Sultan ile Razinihan
Hikaye-i Mahifiruz Sultan ve Razinihan
Hikaye-i Mahmud ile Elifdir (2 ayr1 baski)
Hikaye-i Mihru ile Hursid

Hikaye-i Razinihan ile Mahifiruze Sultan (2 ayr1 baski)
Hikaye-i Sah Ismail ve Giilizar

Hikaye-i Tahir ile Ziihre (3 ayr1 baski)

Hikayet-i Derdiyok ile Ziilfisiyah Kissas1
Mahimihri ile Hursid Hikayesi

Melik Sah ile Giillti Hanmmin Hikayesi (3 ayr1 baski)
Melik Sah ile Giilltit Hanin Hikayesi (2 ayr1 bask)
Sah Ismail (2 ayr1 baski)

Tahir ile Ziihre (2 ayr1 baskz)

Matbaa Harfleri ile Basilan Niishalar

Degerlendirmeye alman yazili ortamdaki 13 asik tarzi halk hikayesinden Elif ile Mahmut ve Kurbani disindaki

11'inin matbaa harfleri ile basilmis metinlerine ulasilmistir. Bu yayinlarda hikdyenin adma {ii¢ ayri yerde

rastlanmaktadir: dis kapak, i¢ kapak ve hikaye metninin basladig1 yer. Ayni eserin belirtilen tig ayr1 yerinde bazen
hikayenin adi kiictik farklarla karsimiza ¢ikabilmektedir. Bu eserlerdeki adlandirmada dikkat ¢ceken hususlardan

biri de hikaye adlarinn alt baslik veya tist baslikla birlikte verilmesidir. Hikdye adinin 6ncesine veya sonrasina

getirilen kisa aciklamalar mevcuttur. Bunlardan en yaygin iki kalip ifadeden biri sudur: “Zaman-1 sabikta cereyan

eden bir vaka-i dsikane”. Diger klise ifade ise “Sarkin eski masallarindan” bicimindedir. Bu, belli nasirlerin

eserlerinde belli klise ifadeler kullandig1 izlenimini veriyorsa da tiim eserler icin dogrulanabilir bir tespit degildir.

Dis kapak, i¢ kapak ve metnin basinda verilen basliklardan dogacak karisiklig1 6nlemek tizere incelemede sadece

hikdye metninin basladig1 yerdeki baslik esas alinmistir. Bunun istisnasi olan Arzu ile Kanber’in hikdye metninin

basladig1 yerde baslik olmadig1 icin o hikayenin adlandirilmasinda i¢ kapak esas alinmistir. Buna gore hikayelerin

adlar1 soyledir:

Arzu ile Kanber (2 ayr1 baski)

Asman ile Zeycan

Asik Garib Hikaye-i Meshuresi (2 ayr1 baski)
Derdiyok ile Ziilfisiyah Kissas1
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Giil ile Sitemkar

Hikaye Razinihan ile Mahifiruze Sultan
Hikaye-i Kerem

Hikaye-i Razinihan ile Mahfiruze Sultan
Mahmihri ile Hursid

Melik Sah ile Guillt Han Hikaye-i Meshuresi
Sah Ismail

Sah Ismail Hikayesi

Tahir ile Ziihre

Degerlendirme

Hikaye Basliklarinda Kahramanlarin Adlarina Yer Verilmesi

Biitiin yazma ve basma eserlerde hikaye kahramanlarmin adlarma yer verilmesi vazgegilmez bir kuraldir.
Basligina ulasilan yazma ve basma toplam 80 niishanin 67’sinde hikayelerin birinci derecedeki kadin ve erkek
kahramanlarinin hikdye adinda yer almasi, mesnevi gelenegindeki uygulamanin burada da devam ettigini

e

gostermektedir. Mesnevilerde iki isim arasindaki baglama edatinin vav olmasi ve bunun “vii” veya “i” seklinde

"

telaffuz edilmesine karsilik inceleme konusu olan hikayelerde c¢ogunlukla “ile

”

edatinin  kullanildig:
gortilmektedir. Bu hikayelerin sadece dordiinde baglama edati olarak “vav” bulunmakta ve Tiirkcedeki
kullanimina uygun olarak fetha ile harekelenmekte, yani “ve” seklinde telaffuz edilmektedir. Bu adlandirmada
mesnevi geleneginin etkisi ve uzantisinin bariz oldugu, ancak ifade edilis seklinin Ttirkcedeki kullanima uygun
hale getirildigi anlasilmaktadur.

Cift kahramanin anildig1 hikaye adlarinda oncelik cogunlukla erkek adlarma verilmistir. Arzu ile Kanber ve Giil
ile Sitemkar’in biitiin niishalarinda kadin adi 6énce anilir. Razinihan ile Mahifiruze ve Hursit ile Mahmihri
hikayelerinde ise bazi niishalarda kadinin, bazilarinda erkegin adi 6nce anilir. Digerlerinde daima erkek adi
onceliklidir.

Gerek yazma gerek basma eserlerde Asik Garip, Asik Kurbani, Hursit ile Mahmihri, Kerem ile Asli ve Sah Ismail
hikayelerinin bazi niishalarinda hikdyenin sadece erkek kahramaninin adina yer verildigi goriliir. Aym
hikayelerin cift kahramanli adlandirmalar1 da vardir. Tek kahramanin oldugu adlandirmalarin sebebi Sah Ismail
ve Hursit 6rneklerinde erkek kahramanin yer yer bedensel giic kullanmasi ve kavgali ortamlarda bulunmasina
bagli olarak bir destan kahramanu gibi telakki edilmesiyle aciklanabilir. Konuyla alakali olarak ismet Cetin de Ttirk
toplumunun Bozkir medeniyeti yasadig1 donemde giictinden dolay1 erkegin merkezde olusuna bagh olarak asik
tarzi edebiyat gelenegi ve hikayeciliginin de erkek merkezli bir anlati olmasinin kaginilmaz olduguna dikkat
cekmistir. (Cetin, 2020: 151-152). Asik Garip, Asik Kurbani ve Kerem 6rneklerinde oldugu gibi baslikta sadece
erkek kahramanin adinin anilmasi ise birinci derecedeki erkek kahramanin yasamis veya yasadigina inanilan
asiklardan olusu, boylece hikayenin bir gesit biyografik eser biciminde tanzimiyle izah edilebilir.

Hikaye Adlarina Eklenen Niteleyici Kelime, Terim ve Aciklamalar

Hikaye/Hikayet: Asik tarzi halk hikayelerinin incelenen yazma ve basma niishalarindaki basliklarinda en ¢ok
karsilasilan terim “hikdye”dir. Ulasilabilen 80 niishanin 49'unda rastlanan bu terimin yazma ntishalarda bazen
“hikayet” seklinde kullanildig gorilir.

Hasan Kavruk, eski Turk edebiyatinda “hikdye”nin, en genis ifadesiyle ‘bir olaym anlatimi’ seklinde
dustintildtigiine dikkat cekerek manzum olsun, mensur olsun bir olay1 anlatan tarih, masal, efsane, latife, destan,
menkibe vs. gibi tahkiye esasina dayanan biitiin eserlerin genel olarak hikdye adiyla adlandirildigini belirtir ve
hikaye ttirtinden bir eserin destan, kissa, efsane, menkibe, latife, tarih, nevadir vb. gibi isimlerle de anilabildigini
ifade eder. (Kavruk, 1988: 7)
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Asik tarz1 halk hikayelerinde de hikaye (hikayet), bugiinkii anlamda bir edebi tiir degil, “kisinin basindan gecen
olaylar” anlaminda kullanilmistir. Ancak kronolojik olarak yazmalar, tas baskilar ve matbaa harfleri ile basilanlar
siralamasinda her bir asamanin kendine has tislup 6zellikleri olusturdugu dikkate alindiginda hikaye adlarinda
da bir farklilasmanin ortaya c¢ikmasi tabiidir. Bashklarda hikayet kelimesine sadece yazmalarda rastlanmasin
onlarin daha eski olusu ve o eserlerde eski gelenegin etkisinin daha fazla oldugu seklinde aciklamak gerekir. Dede
Korkut Kitabinin niishalarindan birinin Hikayet-i Oguzname-i Kazan Beg ve Gayr1 biciminde adlandirildig:
dikkate alinirsa yazmalar donemi hikayelerinde bu gelenegin devam ettirildigi goruliir.

Ulasilabildigi kadariyla en eski ntishas1 1850’ de basilan ve 1923’e kadar devam eden siirecteki tas baski hikayelerin
adlarinda hikayet kelimesine rastlanmaz. Hikaye kelimesi ise Farsga ve Tiirk¢e tamlama bigciminde olmak tizere
iki farkli kullanimla karsimiza ¢ikar (Hikdye-i Tahir ile Ziihre ve Melik Sah ile Giillii Hamin Hikdyesi gibi).

Yazili ortamdaki Arap harfli hikayelerin tictincti asamasini olusturan matbaa harfleri ile basil1 eserlerin bazilarinda
ise “hikaye-i meshure” terkibinin kullanildig1 goriiliir (Asik Garib Hikdye-i Meshuresi gibi). Bu kullanim hikayenin
pek cok kez yazildigi, okundugu ve anlatildig1 vurgusunu igerir. El yazmasi eserlerdeki “yasandigina inanilan”
algis1 yerine bunlarin “hikaye olarak anlatilan olaylar” biciminde degerlendirildigi anlasiimaktadir.

Kitap: Yazili ortamdaki asik tarzi halk hikayelerinin basliklarinda rastlanan terimlerden biri de “kitap”tir. Bu
terimin kullanimina sadece yazma eserlerde Arzu ile Kanber’in iki ayr1 niishasinda rastlanir (Kitab-1 Arzu ile
Kanber). Burada da eski kiiltiirtin izlerini aramak gerekir kuskusuz. Dede Korkut Kitabinin Dresden niishasindaki
Kitab-1 Dedem Korkut Ala Lisan-1 Taife-i Oguzan bigimindeki baslikta da “kitap” vurgusunun 6ne ¢iktigimna dikkat
edilirse “hikayet” kelimesinde oldugu gibi “kitap” kelimesinde de Dede Korkut geleneginin etkisinin biiyiik
oldugu anlasilir.

Dede Korkut Kitabmin Dresden niishasindaki baslikta yer alan kitap kelimesinin kiilttirel arka planini inceleyen
Ali Duymaz, su degerlendirmeyi ortaya koyar: “Kitap kelimesi, bizi anlayis olarak dini kutsalliga gotiirtir.
Ttrkgede kitap kelimesinin Kur’an karsilig1 zaten mevcuttur. Dresden yazmasinin basliginda “kitap” ve “Dede
Korkut” isimlerinin tercihi, bu yazmada dini ve ahlaki ilkelerin, evrensel prensiplerin ya da Kur’an’a yonelik bir
hayat felsefesinin daha 6n planda oldugunu ortaya koyar” (Duymaz, 2019: 110). Duymaz'in isaret ettigi
hassasiyetin yazma halk hikdyelerinde de devam ettigini soylemek mtumkiindiir.

Kissa: “Olaganiistti durumlari, din kaynakli fevkalade kutsal olaylar: anlatarak insanlara ahlaki 6gtitler, dersler
vermeyi amaclayan hikadye, masal, fikra, rivayet ve menkibelerin genel ad1” (Karatas, 2018: 190) olan kissanin
kilttirel arka plan1 da dini bir temele ve igerige dayanr. Basta Kur’an-1 Kerimde anlatilan bazi olaylarin kissa
olarak adlandirilmasi, daha sonra ¢ogunlukla bu kaynaktan beslenen ve cesitlendirilerek sonraki ytizyillara
aktarilan gelenegin de asik tarzi halk hikayeleri tizerinde etkili oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu etki, baz1 hikayelerin
adlarma yansmmistir. Incelenen metinler iginde Derdiyok ile Zilfisiyah'in yer aldig1 iki tas baski (Derdiyok ile
Ziilfisiyah Kissasi, Derdiyok ile Ziilfisiyah Kissalari) ve bir matbaa harfli baskidaki (Hikdyet-i Derdiyok ile Ziilfisiyah
Kissast) baslikta geger.

Menakib: “Ozellikle din ulularinin (velilerin, ermislerin), tarihin kendilerine énemli rol bigtigi sahsiyetlerin
basindan gectigine inanilan hadiselerin 6ykiisiine verilen ad” (Karatas, 2018: 222) olarak tanimlanan menkibenin
¢ogulu olan “menakib” kelimesi 6nceki donemlere ait bircok eserin adinda “menakibname” seklinde yer almistir.
Menkibelerin kahramanlar1 gercek, mukaddes kisilerdir. (Ocak, 1984: 31, 33)

Asik tarzi halk hikayelerinin birinci derecedeki kahramanlarma kutsiyet atfedilmesi veya dini bir deger
ytiklenmesi anlayist hikaye adlarina da yansimstir. Basili eserlerde bulunmayan, sadece el yazmasi eserlerin
birinde gecen “menakib” (Menakib-1 Astk Garib ve Sah Senem Hanim) kelimesini de ayn1 etkinin bir uzantisi olarak
kabul etmek gerekir.

Destan: Sadece yazma niishalardan birinin bagliginda goriilen diger bir terim ise “destan” dir. Oncekilerde oldugu
gibi burada da bu terimin bir tiir adin1 karsilamak tizere kullanilmadig aciktir. Ctinkti “destan” ve “hikaye”
birlikte Kullanilmistir: Destan-1 Hikdye-i Maksud.

ETUSBED- Sayi 17- DOI: 10.29157/etusbed.1308352



157

Divan: En yaygin ve bilinen sekliyle divan, bir saire ait siirlerin toplu olarak verildigi eserlerin adidir. Ozellikle
klasik edebiyat geleneginde sairlerin birer divan sahibi olmas1 yaygindir. Divan tertibinin kendine has kurallar1
vardir. Asik edebiyat1 temsilcilerinin siirleri miistakil kitaplar yerine coénklere ve mecmualara kaydedildigi igin
onlarin divan sahibi olmasi yaygin bir uygulama degildir. Ancak Erzurumlu Emrah, Bayburtlu Zihni gibi medrese
Ogrenimi gormiis yahut Dertli gibi tasavvuf cevrelerinde bulunmus bazi sairlerin siirleri Divan adi altinda
yazilmis veya basilmustir.

Kerem ile Asl hikayesinin tas baski niishalarinin ikisinde hikaye bashig: “Divan-1 Kerem” biciminde verilmistir.
Asik tarz1 hikaye geleneginde “divan” kelimesinin hikaye bagliginda yer almast da yaygin bir kullanim degildir.
Kerem’in yasadigina inanilan bir asik olmasi, onun manzumelerine conklerde ve farkl siir mecmualarinda yer
verilmesi, ayrica Kerem ile Asl hikdyesinin nazim kisimlarmin ¢oklugu bahsedilen eserlerin nasirini boyle bir
baslik kullanmaya yoneltmistir. Cesitli conk ve mecmualarda yer alan Kerem’e ait siirlerde Asik Kerem, Dertli
Kerem, Kerem Dede mahlaslarinin kullanildig1 goriiliir. Kerem ile Ash hikayesinin yazili ortamdaki niishalar1
hikaye metni oldugu kadar bir siir mecmuasi 6zelligine de sahiptir. Kerem'in siirleri icerigine uygun epizotlara
yerlestirilmistir. Bu 6zelliginden dolay1 bu eserlere Divan-1 Kerem ad1 verilmis olmalidir.

Fasil: Fasil kelimesi sadece yazma eserler arasindaki Kerem ile Asli hikayesinin baslhiginda Asik Kerem Dertli
Kerem Fasl-1 Beyan Eder seklinde geger. Fasil, yazili ortamdaki hikayelerde cok karsilasilan bir kelime degildir. El
yazmasi eserlerde bazen arka arkaya birkag¢ konu yer alabilmektedir. Bunlarin her birinin bir boltim/fasil oldugu
diistincesi ile boyle bir ifade kullamilmistir. S6zIii ortamda ise hikaye anlatiminin da iginde yer aldig bir asik
programinin adidir. (Diizgtin, 2018: 270)

Misal: Incelenen tiim yazma ve basma eserlerden sadece bir el yazmasi niishanin baslig1 olan “Misali Asik Garib”
ifadesinde yer alan “misal” kelimesinin terimsel karsiligini belirlemek oldukca giictiir. Kelimenin sozlitk
anlamindan hareketle Asik Garip hikayesinin bir 6rnegi, varyant: anlaminda kullanildig1 soylenebilir.

Haza: Yazma eserlerin dordiiniin bashginda “haza” kelimesi ge¢mektedir. Bunlar Arzu ile Kanber, Kerem ile Asls,
Tahir ile Ziihre hikayeleridir.

Arapca “bu” anlamindaki “haza” dogu kiiltiirlerinde eser adlarinin basinda sik¢a gortilen bir kelimedir. Her tiir
eser adinda kullanilabilen bu kelimenin XV. yiizyllda Hamzavi tarafindan yazilan Haza Kitabu Iskendername adl
eserde yer bulmasi Tiirk edebiyatindaki eskiligini gostermesi bakimindan onemlidir. Hizd Mecmiia-i Siz i Soz,
Haza Kitab-1 Dasitan-i Geyik gibi bircok eserde bu kelime yer almistir.

Haza kelimesi, basili eserlerdeki hikaye basliklarinda yer almamaktadir. Ancak tas baski eserlerden bazilarmin ig
kapaginda eserle ilgili agiklama yapilirken “haza” yerine “isbu” ifadesinin yer almasi dikkat gekicidir: “isbu
tevatiir ile meshur ve miitearef olan Asik Kerem divaninin tekmil niishasi ve kenarinda beyne’n-nas meshur olan
Asuman ile Zeycan ve Arzu ile Kanber ve Asik Omer’in dahi baz edebiyat ve esarati cem ve tertib olmusdur.”
Bazi tas baski eserlerde bu tiir ifadelerin yer almas: “haza”nin yerine Tiirkgesini ikame etme g¢abasinin bir
sonucudur. Matbaa harfleriyle basilan eserlerde ise “haza” da “isbu” da yer bulmamustur.

Diger aciklamalar: Hikaye adlarimin oncesine veya sonrasina eklenen ifadeler yazmalarda ve basili eserlerde
farklilik arz eder. Arzu ile Kanber’in yazma niishalarindan birinin bashgr soyledir: “Bismillahirrahmanirrahim
Hikayet-i Arzu ile Kanber Mufazzalidir.” Hikayeye Besmele ile baslanmasi, anlatiya yiiklenen degeri gostermesi
bakimindan 6nemlidir. Ayrica mufazzal kelimesi ile burada verilen metnin Arzu ile Kanber metinleri arasinda en
usttint, seckini, muteberi oldugu vurgulanmistir. Matbaa harfleri ile basilan eserlerde ise “Arzu ile Kanber/Sarkin
eski ve en ziyade okunan asikane hikayelerinden”, “ Asman ile Zeycan/ Sarkin meshur eski masallarindan”, “Tarz-
1 Cedid tizere Melik Sah ile Giillii Han Hikdye-i Meshuresi/Sarkin Meshur Eski Masallarindan.” gibi ifadelerle bu
hikayelere bir anlat1 anlami ytiklenmistir. Yani hikdyede anlatilan olaylarin gercekligi konusunda bir vurgu
yoktur. Hatta “eskiden anlatilan bir masal” olarak goriilmesine dikkat cekilmektedir.

Bazi el yazmas: hikdye basliklar1 ise bir ctimle biittinltigti seklindedir: “Haza Tahir ile Ziihre hikayetlerin min
evvelihi ila ahirihi beyan ederler”. “Bastan sona kadar” anlamindaki Arapca bir ibarenin basliga konulmasi, esere
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dini bir nitelik kazandirma arzusu yaninda tam ve kapsamli bir anlatim olduguna vurgu yapilmasi ile
aciklanabilir. Baska bir eserde “Hikayet olunur ki Kerem ile Han Asli” ifadesi mevcuttur. Ctimle bigimindeki
baslik basili eserlerde yoktur. Bunun istisnasi olarak tas baski iki ayri niishada Hikaye-i Mahmud ile Elifdir
biciminde bildirme ekiyle sonlanan bir ctimle biittinltigti s6z konusudur.

Hikaye basliklarinda kullanilan ifadelerden biri de “beyan etmek”tir. Bu ifade el yazmasi eserlerden dordiintin
bashiginda yer alir: “Hikaye-i Asik Karib Beyan Olunur Vesselam”, “ Agik Kerem Dertli Kerem Fasl-1 Beyan Eder”,
“ Asik Kerem Hikayetini Beyan Eyledi”, “Haza Tahir ile Ziihre hikayetlerin min evvelihi ila ahirihi beyan ederler.”
Bu kullanimlar kuskusuz Dede Korkut Kitabinin her hikaye basindaki ifadeleri cagristirir. Dede Korkut Kitabinda
“Dirse Han Oglu Boga¢ Han Boyini1 Beyan Eder Hanum Hey” 6rneginde oldugu gibi biitiin boylarin basliginda
beyan etmek ifadesi kullanilir. Buradaki “boyun beyan edilmesi”nin yerini el yazmasi hikayelerde “faslin beyan
edilmesi”, “hikdyenin beyan edilmesi” almistir. “Haza Tahir ile Ziihre hikayetlerin min evvelihi ila ahirihi beyan
ederler.” ifadesinde ise bas taraftaki “haza” ile, “ortadaki “min evvelihi ila ahirihi” ile oldukc¢a iddial1 bir iisluba
sahiptir. Arapca ifadelerin esere, gerceklik ve kutsallik katmak tizere konuldugunda stiphe yoktur. Ctimlenin
“beyan ederler” ile tamamlanmasi da bariz bir Kitab-1 Dede Korkut etkisidir. Hursit ile Mahmihri hikayesinin bir
yazma niishasindaki “der beyan-1” ifadesi ise klasik Tiirk edebiyat: donemi eserlerinin bariz bir uzantis1 veya
yansimasi olarak degerlendirilmelidir.

Sonug¢

Yazili ortamdaki asik tarzi halk hikayeleri temelde birtakim olaylarin nakledilmesi esasina dayanan ama icinden
ciktig1 toplumun tirettigi destan, masal, efsane, kissa ve menkibe gibi farkl ttirlerin farkl tislup ve icerik 6zellikleri
almarak olusturulan metinlerdir. Bu etki ve gesitlilik hikdye adlarina da yansir. Hikaye adlarinda hikaye, destan,
kissa, kitap, menakip gibi terimlerin yer almasi boyle bir etki ile agiklanmalidir.

El yazmasi eserlerdeki adlandirmalarda hikayenin yasanmisligi vurgusu one c¢ikarilmakta, hikdyenin ibret
almmasi gereken onemli bir metin oldugu hatirlatilmakta, hatta hikayeye bir tiir kutsallik atfedilmektedir.
Hikayet, kissa, menakib gibi kelimeler bu hikayelerdeki olaymn yasanmisligina vurgu oldugu kadar hikayelerdeki
kisiliklerin kutsiyetine inanilmasi telkinini de beraberinde getirir. Diger taraftan, kitap, hikdyet ve beyan etmek
ifadeleri Dede Korkut Kitabinin devamai niteligindeki bir gelenegin s6z konusu oldugu anlamia gelmektedir.

Basili eserlerdeki hikdye adlarma eklenen agiklama ifadeleri ise bu anlayistan tedrici olarak uzaklasildigin
gostermektedir. Tas bask: eserlerde ne oncekiler kadar kutsallik atfedilir ne de siradan anlatilar gibi sunulur. O
eserlerin i¢ kapaklarinda daha yalin bir ifade yer alir: Melik Sah ile Giillii Hanimuin Hikayesi, Hikdye-i Tahir ile Ziihre
gibi.

Matbaa harfleriyle basilan eserlerde ise hikdye adlarina eklenen ifadeler bu metinlerin eskiden beri bilinen
anlatilar oldugu anlayisin1 6ne cikarir. “Hikaye-i meshure” veya “Sarkin eski ve en ziyade okunan asikane

hikayelerinden”, “Sarkin meshur eski masallarindan” ifadeleri bu metinlere kutsallik atfetmedigi gibi onlarin
okunup hosca vakit gecirmek, kissadan hisse almak 6zelliklerine sahip oldugu vurgulanur.

Hikaye adlarinda ¢ogu kez mesnevi geleneginin bir devami olarak birinci derecedeki iki kahramanin adi yer alir.
Bunlarda erkek kahramanin adinin 6nce anilmasi da yaygin bir kullanimdir. Bir kisminda ise sadece erkek
kahramanin adna yer verilir.

Hikaye adlarindaki kitap, hikayet, beyan olunur gibi ifadelerde bariz bir Kitab-1 Dede Korkut etkisi oldugunu
belirtmek gerekir.
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