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EDITORDEN

Ortadogu Etiitleri’nin degerli okuyuculari, Ortadogu Arastirmalar1 Merke-
zi (ORSAM) tarafindan 2009 yilindan beri yayimlanmakta olan dergimizin
toplamda otuz ii¢iincii sayisi olan, Cilt 15 Say1 2’yi ilgilerinize sunmanin mut-
lulugu igerisindeyiz.

Acik erisim modeliyle daha genis kitlelere ulasmaya ¢alisan dergimizde
akademik anlamda nitelikli ¢aligmalar arttirmaya yonelik gayretimiz devam
ediyor. Gelinen noktada dergimize gonderilen ¢alismalar, internet sayfamizin
ve makalelerin goriintiillenmesine dair veriler ile Google Scholar tabanl atif
istatistiklerinin say1s1 dergimize gosterilen tevecciihil ortaya koymaktadir. Ar-
tarak devam eden ilgiyi karsilamak i¢in daha aktif ve yogun ¢alismalarimizi
siirdiirmekteyiz. Dergimizin 6niimiizdeki donemde taranmaya baslayacagini
umdugumuz ulusal ve uluslararasi indekslerle birlikle bu tevecciihiin daha da
artmasini bekliyoruz dolayisiyla artan talebi karsilamak iizere sayilarimizda
niteligi onceleyerek daha fazla calismaya yer vermeyi amagliyoruz.

Elinizdeki sayida (Cilt 15 Say1 2); bir Tiirkge, iki Ingilizce makale ve bir
kitap degerlendirmesi bulunmaktadir.

Bu sayimizin ilk makalesi Tahir Kodal tarafindan Tiirk¢e olarak kaleme
alinan “Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya Yonelik Niifuz ve Kiiltlir Politikalari:
1934-45 Dénemine Iliskin Bir Degerlendirme” baslikli ¢alismadir. Bu maka-
lede yazar, Hitler’in iktidara gelmesinden sonra Almanya’nin II. Diinya Sava-
s1 dncesinde Ortadogu’ya yonelik izledigi “kiiltiir politikasin1” incelemistir.

“Avrupa Birligi’nin Normatif Giicii Kapsaminda Tiirkiye’nin Is Giicii
Gogii Potansiyeli: Siirdiiriilebilir Kalkinma ve Go¢” basliklit Nurbanu Bulgur
tarafindan hazirlanan ikinci makalede ise Tiirkiye’nin mevcut kalkinma he-
defleri dikkate alinarak “siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma” kavrami ¢er¢evesinde Tiir-
kiye’nin On Birinci Kalkinma Plani incelenmis, bu incelemeler sonucunda
son donemde ortaya ¢ikan yeni is alanlar tespit edilmis ve analiz edilmistir.

Dergimizin {i¢iincii makalesi Ozlem Kayhan Pusane tarafindan hazirlan-
mis olan “Tiirkiye nin Coziim Siireci ve Bolgesel Giic Olma Cabasi: Beklen-
tiler ve Kisitlar” basliklt makaledir. Pusane, makalesinde 2000’11 yillarin orta-
larindan itibaren AK Parti hiikimetinin Tiirkiye’de PKK terdriine son verme
ve Kiirt sorununu ¢6zme ¢abalariin, sadece bir i¢ baris siireci yliriitme gayesi
tagimasinin 6tesinde, bir orta giic tilkesinin yani Tiirkiye’nin, bolgesel giiclinii
ve niifuzunu artirma politikasini yansittigini savunmaktadir.
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Dergimizde bir de kitap degerlendirmesi bulunmaktadir. Kaan Devecioglu
tarafindan kaleme alinan degerlendirmede, bolge {ilkelerinin giivenlik strate-
jilerinin analiz edildigi “Kuzey Afrika’da Glivenlik Stratejileri” (Ed. Enver
Arpa) kitab1 degerlendirilmistir.

Bir sonraki sayimizda bulusmak dilegiyle, iyi okumalar dileriz.
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FOREWORD

Dear readers of Middle Eastern Studies, we are happy to present to you
Volume 15, Issue 2, the thirty-third issue of our journal, which has been pub-
lished by the Center for Middle Eastern Studies (ORSAM) since 2009.

We continue our effort towards increasing academically qualified studies
in our journal with the aim to reach wider audiences through an open access
model. At this point, the level of studies sent to our Journal and the statistical
data indicating the number of views of our articles, as well as the reference
statistics from Google Scholar, manifest a high level of interest in our journal.
We continue our efforts in a more active way to respond to this ever-increasing
interest, and we expect that it will be even more profound with the inclusion
of our journal in the national and international indices. Therefore, we aim to
include more studies by prioritizing quality in our issues in order to meet the
increasing demand.

This current issue (Volume 15, Issue 2) includes one Turkish, two English,
and one Arabic articles.

The first article of this issue is written in Turkish by Tahir Kodal and is
titled “Germany’s Influence and Cultural Policies towards the Middle East:
An Evaluation of the Period 1934-45”. In this article, the author analyzes Ger-

many’s “cultural policy” towards the Middle East after Hitler came to power
and before World War I1.

The second article titled ““ Tiirkiye’s Labor Migration Potential within the
Scope of the Normative Power of the European Union: Sustainable Develop-
ment and Migration” by Nurbanu Bulgur, Tiirkiye’s Eleventh Development
Plan was examined within the framework of the concept of “sustainable de-
velopment”, taking into account Tiirkiye’s current development goals. As a
result of these examinations, new job fields that have emerged recently have
been identified and analyzed.

The third article of our journal is prepared by Ozlem Kayhan Pusane and
titled “Tiirkiye’s Resolution Process and Its Endeavor to Be a Regional Power:
Prospects and Constraints”. In her article, Pusane argues that since the mid-
2000s, the Justice and Development Party Government’s efforts to end PKK
terrorism and solve the Kurdish problem in Tiirkiye have not only been aimed
at conducting a domestic peace process, but also reflect the policy of a middle
-power country, namely Tiirkiye, to increase its regional power and influence.

IX



There is also a book review in this issue. In the review, written by Kaan
Devecioglu, the book ““ Security Strategies in North Africa” (Ed. Enver Arpa),
which analyzes the security strategies of the countries in the region, is evalu-
ated.

We hope to meet you in our next issue, and we wish you a good reading.
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Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya Yonelik
Nufuz ve Kultur Politikalari: 193445
Doénemine iligkin Bir Degerlendirme

Tahir KODAL'

Gelis tarihi: 22.06.2023 Kabul tarihi: 30/10/2023

Aunf: Kodal, T. “Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya Yonelik Niifuz ve Kiiltiir Politikalari:
1934-45 Donemine Iliskin Bir Degerlendirme”. Ortadogu Etiitleri, 15-2 (2023):117 - 145

DOI: 10.47932/ortetut. 1318575

Oz: Hitler’in 1934’te tam anlamiyla iktidara gelmesinden sonra, Almanya bir ya-
sam alan1 (Lebensraum) yaratma ve yeniden bir Diinya Giicii (Weltmacht) olma po-
litikasina geri donmiistiir. Bu politikalar ¢ergevesinde Almanya’nin kurulusundan bu
yana izledigi “doguya dogru” politikasi baglaminda bir kez daha diinya iletisiminde
hayati 6dneme sahip stratejik bir baglanti noktas: olan Ortadogu’ya yonelmistir. Bu
yonelimin en 6nemli nedeni; Adolf Hitler’in Almanya’nin Ortadogu’da Ingiltere ve
Fransa’ya kiyasla ekonomik ve siyasi etki agisindan ¢ok geride oldugunu fark etme-
sidir. Dolayisiyla Hitler Hiikiimeti bu gerekliligi ve gergekligi kabul etmis Almanya
i¢in de bir niifuz bolgesi elde etmek icin ¢alismaya karar vermistir. Bu baglamda, za-
manin gereklerine uygun bir sekilde Almanya’nin niifuz bolgesi; Avrupa’nin dogu ve
giineydogusu, On Asya ve Misir olarak kararlastiriimigtir. Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya
yonelik niifuz politikasinda ekonomik propaganda ve araglarin yetersiz kalacaginin
farkina vararak kiiltiirel propaganda ve genisleme ile birlikte ekonomik genisleme
faaliyetleri ytiriitmesi gerektigi sonucuna vartlmistir.

Bu calismada; Hitlerin iktidara gelmesinden sonra Almanya’nin II. Diinya Savasi
oncesinde Ortadogu’ya yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikast konu edilmistir. Bu bag-
lamda, Almanya’nin Ortadogu iilkesi olarak kabul etmis oldugu Tiirkiye ve Misir’a
kars1 takip edilmesi istenilen niifuz ve kiiltiir politikast ortaya konulmaya calisilmig-
tir. Bu yapilirken Alman bilim insanlarinca hazirlanilan ve Basbakanlik Cumhuriyet
Arsivi’nde yer alan raporlar temel alinmistir. Dr. Kurt Koehler (Leipzig), Dr. Oluf
Kiirkmann (Jena) ve Dr. Wilhelm Eilers (Berlin) tarafindan hazirlanilan raporlara
gore Almanya’nin Tiirkiye’ye, Misir’a yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikast a¢ikliga ka-
vusturulmaya c¢alisilmistir. Bu baglamda; konunun daha iyi anlasilmasi i¢in ilk olarak,
Almanya’nin Ortadogu’da takip etmek istedigi “niifuz mimntikalar1 politikas1” raporlar
temel alinarak ortaya konulmustur. Calismanin asil kisminda; “Avrupai Sarkin kapis1”
olarak goriilen Tiirkiye’ye kars1 takip edilen niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasi izerinde durul-
mugtur. Daha sonra ise “Miisliiman Sark’a agilan kap1” seklinde ifade edilen Misir’a
kars1 yiiriitiilen niifuz ve kiiltiir politikas1 agikliga kavusturulmustur. Calismanin so-
nug kisminda ise varilan sonuglara, degerlendirmelere, yorumlara yer verilmis, bazi
onerilerde bulunulmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hitler, Almanya, Ortadogu, Tiirkiye, Misir.

Tahir Kodal: Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Pamukkale Universitesi, Egitim Fakiiltesi, Tiirkce ve Sosyal Bilimler
Egitim Bolimii, E-Mail: tkodal@pau.edu.tr, ORCID: 0000-0003-0383-1195
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Germany’s Influence and Cultural
Policies towards the Middle East: An
Evaluation of the Period 1934-45

Tahir KODAL'

Received: 22.06.2023 Accepted: 30/10/2023

Citation: Kodal, T. “Germany’s Influence and Cultural Policies towards the Middle East:
An Evaluation of the Period 1934-45”. Middle Eastern Studies, 15-2 (2023):117 - 145

DOI: 10.47932/ortetut. 1318575

Abstract: After Hitler literally took power in 1934, Germany returned to the
policy of creating a life field (Lebensraum) and becoming a World Power (Weltmacht)
again. Within the framework of these policies, in the context of the “eastward”
policy that Germany has followed since its establishment, it has once again turned
to the Middle East, which is a strategic connection point of vital importance in world
communication. The most important reason for this orientation is that Adolf Hitler
realized that Germany was far behind in terms of economic and political influence in
the Middle East, compared to England and France. Therefore, the Hitler government
recognized this necessity and reality and decided to work to obtain a zone of influence
for Germany as well. In this context, in accordance with the requirements of the time,
Germany’s zone of influence was decided to be the east and southeast of Europe, Front
Asia, and Egypt. Realizing that economic propaganda and tools will be insufficient
in Germany’s policy of influence towards the Middle East, it has been concluded that
it should carry out economic expansion activities together with cultural propaganda
and expansion.

In this study, after Hitler came to power, Germany’s World War II. Before the
World War 11, influence and cultural policy towards the Middle East were discussed.
In this context, the influence and cultural policy that Germany wants to follow against
Tirkiye and Egypt, which it has accepted as a Middle Eastern country, has been
tried to be put forward. This was based on reports prepared by German scientists
and contained in the Prime Minister’s Republican Archive. According to reports
prepared by Dr. Kurt Koehler (Deipzig), Dr. Oluf Kiirkmann (Jane), and Dr. Wilhelm
Eilers (Berlin), Germany’s influence and cultural policy towards Tiirkiye and Egypt
have been tried to clarify. In this context, in order to better understand the issue, the
“influence zones policy” that Germany wants to follow in the Middle East was first
put forward based on the reports. In the main part of the study, the cultural policy
against Tirkiye, which is seen as the “gate of the European East”, was focused. Later,
the cultural policy carried out against Egypt, which is expressed as “the gateway
to the Muslim East”, was clarified. In the conclusion part of the study, the results,
evaluations, and comments were included, and some suggestions were made.

Keywords: Hitler, Germany, Middle East, Tiirkiye, Egypt.

Tahir Kodal: Asst. Prof. Dr. Pamukkale University, Faculty of Education, Department of Turkish and
Social Sciences Education, E-Mail: tkodal@pau.edu.tr, ORCID: 0000-0003-0383-1195

Ortadogu
118 Etitleri



(5 ) ol A geaken g Ll 503
19451934 5 yi&l) aris o gV

s alh

2023/10/30 2 sl e s 2023/06/22 a5

21943 5yl anii s 5V (5 pll olan AED Lgilalans 5 il 58055y da (1 5SSzl
15-2 (2023): 117 - 145 ok 3 Gl il 50 <1945

10.47932/ortetut. 1318575: <81 wa &l (i ra
uaﬂ.d‘

M@\.ﬂmdl;m\_mé\uw\udh: ‘1934eb@&ﬁd&uw\é\ﬂ@aju\m
}M»mmdm‘saj‘uuw\an}k\ss} (u;@bj)wba}ﬁ‘;\d)ﬂ\)(ejbmﬂ
JM\MJM‘;J\L“}Y\@)J\FLS}H Cgadi) \.@...uu\_am\_\.a\.d\l.@_u_\.q\‘_,’_ﬂ\«d
uﬂja\u\}s‘u}d\\q@ Y )y Apallall Joal gill Ja glad 34y juaa M\Q\J‘L\;.u\)ﬁu\
L.L;)Jg_ql;‘:_»blau Y\ )J\‘_g‘suw\)dJW\J\J)sﬂ\&_u;wl.uw\u\djd\)l&
d)m.l.m;.qe.u_u;‘M\uhl@@m\yuw\d}udm;u&‘dm‘\AA‘;} L\.\LA\JJJL
u\}JY\}MLcA]\u\LuLAX\uSJJ\} ‘).\a.q}(‘;\a‘ﬂ\dﬂ\)mh‘}]\@\}h}_)}\dyupj

SN sl a5 Al s s 5 AN sl LulalY) 3 @il Al sl 4818 56K G dgalaiy)
@M\ cu;,ml.cﬂ\ A.Lauu\cag_\né\hnddwy‘ cm}.d\ A.Lmuhe\_\sﬂ ajj)guﬁchs

Jsas O Aa pall 8 a1 G a0 oot Lol 2801, 3 il Cilulas sl ,all o3a gl
o kel S A Jgn o e Canal) 138 35 Al Ayadladl o pal gl g bl 1) Slin
Jsd Wikl Laa ysiat Iyl gl ¢ pumay LS 53 2 ealesi Ll c_m\)\ u_m adlally il
uwy‘ chaJ\ LAAQ\ ‘;J\ ).\Jls.ﬂ\ k.;‘: Lm\ dS.uu Alaic ) cdh.\ f“hﬂ\ d)\;J ML:.MJ\ d).m
‘—‘J}S .\LA.\S:\‘_;\S\)AJ\A.\J\&_\M} MJ\A]\}]\;\)J}MMD dJM‘WJY‘Aﬁ°JP}A‘}
oo RSl Al Al Jslas (Gl ) Sk aleds 35 (1-“3) eSS UUU 29 (QCJ)-‘-‘Y) BEYS
&jm}d\?ed;\szdmudh@j HAJ\.\S).\& 4\3\3.\”‘53‘534} \&_IL.nLLm
LuLd\ <l ) Al el ULLLA Ay e adsll ).U\s.\l\ e M\J.ﬂ\ Ciaaic) LLAS\ dS»u
A5 358 Tl o5 08l ) s Sl ael) 8 Ll T Y1 5,80 b el
g_ﬂ.u\_uum\ ﬂ\d L\.u‘dhja_u «LIJJ}YOJAJ‘M\}J))LQJ\L_ALL@)L\JJ@M\JSJJDBJM‘
V,Msl\‘_gu\ «‘sa)b.nw Gl Ao da siaall m\}ﬂ\)))w‘fd\wemW\MMU 3 gaill
uh).\s.d\ uaa_\e.ms.a ‘;\ ML.A\ u\;ula_ﬂu c_\\.m.\s.db c_x\ALu.u.u\]\ é.c LS}A\ 238 c‘\.ua‘JJﬂ ‘_,,_Ah;l\

L paa c\:tSJS 4.Lu.u}\¥\ é)..ﬂ\ c\:ul.d\ c)m ;5\,3;133.4!! Glalst)

tkodal@pau.edu.tr aelaia¥l o slall 5 48 3 A5l and A Al S AnlE 5 ey Anslas QB A pae 31l S alla”
0000-0003-0383-1195 AJSJJ‘ ~ B

Ortadogu
Frater 119



Tahir KODAL

Giris

Otto von Bismarck’in (Bismark) diplomatik ve siyasi alanlarda yaptigi
uzun soluklu caligmalar sonrasinda siyasi birligini saglamasinin ardindan
Almanya, sOmiirge yarisina gec¢ girmistir. Almanya’nin batiya, kuzeye
ve gilineye dogru genislemesi pek miimkiin olmadigindan, II. Wilhelm
“Doguya Dogru” politikasini benimsemistir. Bu baglamda, Ortadogu’ya!
sahip Osmanli Devleti ile iliski igerisine girmek istemistir. Devletin sinirlar
icerisinde yer alan yeralt1 ve yeriistli kaynaklarina sahip olmak bu topraklari
ekonomik ve ticari yollarla elde etmek, silahla elde edilebilecek bir zaferden
kolay olabileceginden dolay1 benimsenmistir.” Bir anlamda Almanya, ¢okiintii
icerinde olan Osmanli Devleti’ne yonelik klasik somiirge siyaseti disinda bir
yaklasim benimsemis, “Doguya Dogru” politikasiin temeline ekonomik
ve ticari iliskileri yerlestirmistir. Bu yolla Osmanli Devleti’ne, Ortadogu’ya
niifuz edebilecegi diisliniilmiistiir. Bunu gerceklestirebilmek icin de egitim
ve kiiltiir alaninda atilacak adimlarla bu alanlarin alt yapisinin olusturulmasi,
desteklenmesi dnemli goriilmiistiir. Ozellikle 1877-1878 Osmanli-Rus Savasi
sonrasinda, Berlin Kongresi’nin ardindan, Osmanli Devleti’ne Alman askeri
uzmanlar gelmeye baslamistir.’ lk olarak askeri egitim alaninda baslayan
bu iliskiler daha sonra giderek gelismis, Almanya’nin “Doguya Dogru”
politikasinda ve Almanya’nin Osmanli Devleti iizerindeki etkisi konusunda
onemli bir iglev gormiistiir.

Bu siiregte; Almanya ile iligkiler giderek gelismis, Osmanl Devleti askeri
ve ekonomik nedenlerle yapmak istedigi Konya-Bagdat demir yolu projesini
1898 yilinda Almanlara vermeyi ilke olarak benimsemistir. Hatta Osmanli
Devleti o tarihe kadar gelen uygulama ve geleneklerin disina gikarak Osmanli
Devleti tarafindan Almanya’ya kutsal yerlerde bazi haklar bile verilmistir.
Bunun sonucu olarak II. Wilhelm’in Kudiis ziyareti sirasinda, 31 Ekim
1898°de Alman Luther Kilisesi’nin agilis toreni yapilmistir. Bir hafta sonra
gitmis oldugu Sam’da “diinyadaki 300 milyon Miisliimanin dostu oldugunu”
ilan etmistir.* Boylece Almanya kutsal yerler bolgesine dahil olmus, Osmanl

1 Ingilizler, bu kavramu I. Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra uluslararasi iliskilerde kullanmaya baslamiglardir.
Bu bélge igin Amerikalilar ve Ruslar ise daha énce Ingilizler tarafinda kullamlan “Yakin Dogu”
kavramimi kullanmislardir. Bu kavrama agiklik getirmek amaciyla Birlesmis Milletler biinyesinde
1958 yilinda bir tali komisyon kurulmustur. Tartismalardan sonra “Ortadogu” kavrami benimsene-
rek, bu kavram igerisine Tiirkiye, Yunanistan, Afganistan, Iran, Misir, Yemen, Suudi Arabistan, Irak,
Urdiin, Suriye, Liibnan ve Habesistan dahil edilmistir. Bu konuda bkz. Ahmet Muazzez Tul, “Orta
Dogu’nun Jeopolitik ve Stratejik Durumu”, Orta Dogu, , 7 (1961): 13.

2 llber Ortayl, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nda Alman Niifuzu, (Istanbul: Kaynak Yaynlari, 1983), 36-38.

Cenk Reyhan, “Tiirk- Alman Iliskilerinin Tarihi Arka Plam (1878-1914), Belleten, 69 ( 254), (2005): 236.

4 Davut Dursun, “Almanya”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, ¢.2 (istanbul: TDV Yay., 1989),
514-515.
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Protestanlarinin koruyuculugunu iistlenmistir. Almanya Ortadogu’ya yonelik
politikas1 baglamindaki ¢aligmalara devam etmis, 21 Ocak 1902’de esas
imtiyaz antlagsmasiin imzalanmasinin ardindan, 21 Mart 1903’te Osmanlt
Devleti ile Almanya arasinda Bagdat Demir Yolu Antlagmasi son seklini
almistir.’ Boylece Almanya, Berlin-Istanbul (Haydarpasa)-Bagdat Demir
Yolu ile Anadolu’yu Basra’ya baglayarak Ortadogu’da etkili olma, bu
yolla Hindistan’a ulagsma imkan1 elde etmistir. Bu donemde, Alman Pan-
Cermenistleri, Osmanli {izerindeki Alman niifuzunun kalic1 olabilmesi igin,
kiiltiirel kurumlarin arttirilmasi geregini savunmusglardir. Bunedenle; Almanya,
Osmanli Devleti tizerindeki kiiltiirel niifuzunu artirmak i¢in de biiyiik gayret
icerisinde olmustur. Bu baglamda, Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya yayilmasinda
Alman sarkiyatcilar cografi yayilma ya da niifuz alanlar1 sunmuslardir.

Bu niifuz alanlari, Istanbul’dan baska, Bursa, Konya, Ankara, Sivas,
Samsun, Trabzon, Adana, Mersin, Antep, Diyarbakir, Mardin, Musul, Basra,
Sam, Trablussam ve Hayfa olarak belirlenmistir. Bunlara daha sonra yeni
niifuz alanlart eklenecektir. Buralardaki Alman niifuzu bolgeye gonderilen
misyonerler ve kurulan okullar araciligiyla saglanmistir. Bu okullar daha
cok Almanlarin Osmanli Devleti iizerindeki temel niifuz bolgesi olan
Bagdat demir yolu hattt boyunca kurulmustur. Bu okullarin temel amaci
Ortadogu’daki Alman ¢ikarlarinin ve ekonomik kuruluslarinin ihtiyag
duyacagi calismalara yardimeci olacak Osmanli genglerini yetistirmekti.
Fakat bu okullar Alman propaganda g¢aligmalarini yapanlar tarafindan dini
propaganda araci olarak diisiiniilmemis, bu okullar daha ¢ok Almanya’nin
ekonomik ve kiiltiirel niifuzunun bélgede yayilmasimi saglamaya yonelik
kurumlar olarak ¢alisma yapmislardir.® Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya niifuzunu,
sadece okullarla ve buradaki 6gretmenlerle kullanmamis, bélgeye doktor, din
gorevlisi, akademisyen vb. gdriiniimiinde sayisiz misyoner gondererek, etki
kurma gayreti icerisine girmistir. Egitim, kiiltiir ve dini alanlardaki ¢aligmalar
birlikte yiiriitilmistir. Osmanli Devleti’ndeki bu okullar, yetimhaneler,
dispanserler ve hastaneler bazi dini orgiitler tarafindan desteklenmistir. Bu
baglamda Almanya adina Ortadogu’da bu c¢aligmalarin arkasinda yer alan
orgiitlerin basinda; Protestan Birlik, 6zellikle Ermeniler arasinda etkin olan
Alman Dogu Misyonu, Filistin Birligi yer almistir.”

5 Kemal Beydilli, “Bagdat Demiryolu”, Tiirkive Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, c.4, (Istanbul: TDV
Yay., 1991), 443.

6 llber Ortayli, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nda Alman Niifuzu, 63.; Ayten Sezer, “Osmanli’dan Cumhuri-
yet’e Misyonerlerin Tiirkiye’deki Egitim ve Ogretim Faaliyetleri”, Hacettepe Universitesi Edebiyat
Fakiiltesi Dergisi. c.16, Ozel Say1, (1999): 176-177.

7 Ulrich Trumpener; “Almanya ve Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun Sonu”, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun
Sonu ve Biiyiik Giigler, (Ed., Marian Kent), cev., Ahmet Fethi, (Istanbul: Alfa Yayinlari, 1999), 138;
Cenk Reyhan, “Tiirk- Alman Iliskilerinin Tarihi Arka Plan1 (1878-1914)”, 258.
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Bu ve diger orgiitlerle birlikte Almanya Ortadogu’da, Ingiltere, ABD,
Fransa, Italya gibi iilkelerle niifuz alam1 olusturma gayreti igerisine girmistir.
Niifuz alan1 meydana getirme calismalarinda Alman arkeologlarin Osmanh
Devleti’'nde yirittiigli arkeolojik kazilar da onemli bir islev gormiistiir.
Ortadogu ve Islam kiiltiirii hakkinda genis bilgi sahibi olan Alman sarkiyatcilar
bilimsel arastirmalar yapmislardir. Bunu gergeklestirirken Baron Max von
Oppenheim &rneginde oldugu gibi Islam iilkelerini Itilaf Devletleri’ne karsi
cihada kigkirtmak gibi siyasi amag pesinde de kosulmustur.® Ayrica Bergama
Sunagi orneginde oldugu gibi niifuz bolgelerinde yagmaci faaliyetlerde de
bulunmuslardir.

Almanya [. Diinya Savasi’ndan yenik g¢ikmistir. Almanya’nin savasta
yenilmesi iilke iginde cesitli siyasi karisikliklarin ¢ikmasina yol acarken
9 Kasim 1918’de tahttan feragat etmek zorunda kalan Kayser II. Wilhelm
Hollanda’ya sigmmustir. Bdylece Almanya’da Imparatorluk rejimi son
bulmustur. Ayn1 giin lilkede Cumhuriyet ilan edilmistir. 11 Kasim 1918’de
oldukca agir sartlari igeren Campiegne Miitarekesi imzalanmistir. Bundan
sonra Almanya’da i¢ karisikliklar daha da gogalmistir. Grevler, ayaklanmalar
devam etmistir. Bdylece Almanya i¢ politika ve ekonomik agidan tam bir
kargasa ve ¢okiintii i¢cine girmistir. Bu sartlarda 6 Ocak 1919°da Weimar’da
toplanan ve g¢ogunlugunu sosyal demokratlarin olusturdugu milli meclis,
Friedrich Ebert’i Cumhurbaskani segmistir. Almanya’nin yeni Cumhurbagkani
28 Haziran 1919°da 1. Diinya Savasi’nin galipleri ile Versay Antlagmasi’ni
imzalamistir. Bu antlasma tiim Alman siyasi diisiinceleri ve temsilcileri
tarafindan tepkiyle karsilanmistir. Bu ortamda iilkede 11 Agustos 1919°da
Weimar Anayasasi ilan edilmistir.’

Almanya’da cumhuriyetin ilan edilmesinden sonraki ilk yillarda sol
akim giiclenmistir. Ancak 6zellikle Versay Antlasmasi’nin meydana getirmis
oldugu tepki, cumhuriyetin i¢ ve dis politikadaki basarisizliklari, ekonomik
durumun bozuklugu, issizlik sorunu, toplumdaki huzursuzlugun giderek
artmast sag akimin giliglenmesine, milliyet¢i duygularin yiikselmesine
neden olmustur. Fransizlarin 1923 yilinda, Almanlarin savas tazminati
O6demeyislerini bahane ederek Ruhr Havzasi’ni isgal etmesi bu giiclenmeyi
ve yiikselisi hizlandirmistir. Bu siiregte, 1918 yilinda Miinih’te Alman Isci
Partisi (DAP) olarak kurulan, 1920 yilinda Nasyonal-Sosyalist Alman Is¢i
Partisine (NSDAP) '° doniistiiriilen ve Nazi Partisi olarak bilinen siyasi parti

8  Erik Jan Ziircher, “Introduction: The Ottoman Jihad, the German Jihad and the Sacralization of War”,
Jihad and Islam in World War 1, ed. Erik Jan Ziircher, (Chicago: Leiden University Press, 2016), 19.

9  Rifat Ugarol, Siyasi Tarih (1789-2010), (Istanbul: Der Yayinlari, 2010), 639.

10 I. Diinya Savasi’nin sona ermesiyle beraber Alman siyasal yagsami canlanmis ve birgok parti kurul-
mustur. Bu ilk kurulan partilerden biri de 1918’de Miinih’te kurulan Alman Isci Partisidir (Deutsche
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yiikselise gegmistir. 1920-1924 yillar1 arasinda merkezin giderek zayiflamasi
sonrasinda Nazi Partisi 1924 secimlerinde 6nemli bir varlik gdstermis ilk defa
32 milletvekili ile Alman Parlamentosu’na (Reichstag) girmistir.!" Ancak Nazi
Partisi 1924 yilindan sonra gézden diismiistiir. Bunda; Versay Anlagsmasi’nin
agir kosullar1 altinda uluslararasi sistemden adeta tecrit edilen Almanya’nin 1
Aralik 1925°de imzalanan Locarno Anlagmasi ile yeniden uluslararasi sisteme
doniis firsat1 yakalamis olmasi etkili olmustur.

Fakat Almanya’nin iginde bulundugu ekonomik ve sosyal problemler,
1929°da baslayan diinya ekonomik buhraninin Alman i¢ politikasina
yansimasi, Almanya’da Nasyonal-Sosyalist Alman Isci Partisi’nin veya Nazi
Partisi’nin iktidara gelmesine zemin hazirlamistir. Kurulusundan itibaren
Versay Antlasmasi’nin yok edilmesini, komiinist diismanligini, Alman 1rkinin
Ustiinliigiinii ve dolayisiyla Yahudi karsitligini amaglayan ve ona gore politika
takip eden Nazi Partisi toplumun degisik kesimlerinden destek bulmustur.
Merkez partilerini giiclendirmek icin yapilan 1930 secimlerinde Nazi Partisi
beklenmedik bir bagart gdstermis, 107 milletvekili ile parlamentonun ikinci
biiyiik partisi konumuna yiikselmistir. Bagbakan Heinrich Briining’in Nazileri
geriletme gabalarma ragmen Nasyonal-Sosyalist Alman Is¢i Partisi 1931 yilmin
Mart ayinda yapilan Cumhurbaskanligi segimlerinde Adolf Hitler’i, Maresal
Hindenburg’un karsisina aday olarak c¢ikarmigtir. Ancak hicbir adayin salt
cogunlugu alamadigi icin yenilenen secimlerde Hitler %30,1 oy alarak ikinci
cikmigtir.'”> Cumhurbagkanligina segilen Hindenburg, Bagbakan Briining’in de
yonlendirmesiyle, Cumhurbaskani olur olmaz bir kararname ile Nazi Partisinin
mubhafiz kitalari anlamina gelen SS (Schutzstaffel) ve hiicum kitalar1 anlamina
gelen SA(Sturmabteilung) teskilatlarini kapatmistir. Fakat bu da Nazilerin
giiclenmesini engellememistir. Bunun sonucunda, 1932’nin Temmuz ayinda
yapilan genel secimlerde Nazi Partisi, Alman Parlamentosunun (Reichstag)
608 milletvekilliginin 230’unu alarak, Almanya’nin en biiyiik partisi haline

Arbeiterpartei-DAP). Parti, DAP adin1 ise esas olarak Ocak 1919°da “Siyasi Isciler Cevresi” adl1 grup-
la birlestiginde almustir. Partinin kuruculugunu ise Anton Drexler ve gazeteci Karl Harrer tistlenmis-
tir. Adolf Hitler ise partiyle 12 Eyliil 1919 tarihindeki toplantisinda tanismistir ve toplantiy: izleyen
hafta icerisinde partiye iiye olmustur. DAP, 24 Subat 1920’deki toplantisinda kendisinin 25 ilkesini
ilan etmistir. DAP ayn1 giin adin1 Nasyonal-Sosyalist Alman Is¢i Partisi (NSDAP) olarak degistirmis,
partinin sosyalist tarafina vurgu yapilmistir. 1921 yilina gelindiginde Hitler partinin hem propaganda
sorumlusu hem de partinin sesi ve temsilcisi konumuna gelmistir. Nitekim 29 Temmuz 1921 tarihinde
parti baskanligini Drexler’den devralmistir. Daha genis bilgi i¢in bkz.: Davis William Daycock, The
KPD and the NSDAP: A Study of the Relationship between Political Extremes in Weimar Germany,
1923-1933, (Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, University of London, The London School of Econo-
mics and Political Science London, 1980).

11 Fahir Armaoglu, 20. Yiizyil Siyasi Tarihi (Cilt 1-2: 1914-1995), (Istanbul: Alkim Yaymevi, 1997), 237-
238.

12 Fahir Armaoglu, 20. Yiizyil Siyasi Tarihi (Cilt 1-2: 1914-1995), 239-240.
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gelmistir. Ulkede yasanan siyasi gelismelerin ardindan, Cumhurbaskani
Hindenburg yeni hiikiimeti kurma goérevini 30 Ocak 1933°te Nazi Partisi
Lideri Adolf Hitler’e vermistir."> Boylece Nasyonal-Sosyalist Alman Isci
Partisi veya Nazi Partisi ilk defa iktidara gelmistir.

A- Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya Yonelik Niifuz ve Kiltiir Politikasi

Basbakanliga atanan Adolf Hitler ilk olarak parlamentoda se¢ime gitme
karar1 almistir. Ancak 1933 Mart’inda yapilan seg¢imlerde parlamentodaki
cogunlugu elde edememistir. Hitler 288 milletvekilligi kazanabilmistir. Bunun
tizerine Adolf Hitler, Alman Parlamentosundan, SS ve SA’larin silahlariin
gblgesinde, dort yil i¢in olaganiistii yetkiler istemis ve bunlar1 almistir.'* Bu
yetkilendirmenin hemen ardindan, Hitler tilkedeki biitiin partileri yasaklayarak
tek basma Nazi Partisinin iktidarini olusturmustur. Hitler, 2 Agustos 1934
tarihinde Hindenburg’un oliimii {lizerine devlet baskanligi ve bagbakanlik
makamlarin1 sahsinda birlestirmistir.!> Béylece Hitler, Fithrer olmus, parti
diktatorliigiinii kigi diktatorliigii ile taglandirmus, {iilkenin kaderine tek
basma karar verebilme giiciinii elde etmistir. Hitler’in iktidara gelmesinin
ardindan iceride Almanya’nin Nazilestirilmesi baglamig bu da 6nemli 6l¢iide
basarilmistir. Hitlerle beraber ¢esitliamaglari gergeklestirmek i¢in Almanya’nin
dis politikasinda da degisim yaganmistir. Bu degisimin amaglari; Almanya’nin
Versay’n kayiplarindan kurtulmasi, bir millet, bir devlet (Ein Volk, Ein Reich)
ilkesinin yani Almanya’nin sinirlar1 disinda yagsan Almanlarin birlestirilmesi,
hayat sahast (Lebensraum) yani yayilma alani olarak belirlenmistir. Bir
anlamda Hitler Almanyasi bu amaglara ulagsmak igin ¢aligmalar yapmuistir.
Bu da bir bakima yeni Nazi emperyalizm anlayisin1 ortaya ¢ikarmistir. Bu
yayilmaci politika II. Wilhelm déneminin dis politikasini ifade eden diinya
politikasinin (Weltpolitik), Hitler donemi ile birlikte diinya giicii (Weltmacht)
politikasina doniismiistiir. Bu politika nedeniyle Hitler Almanyasi Almanlarin
yasamadig1 birgok {ilkeyi de kendi sinirlari i¢ine alma yoluna gitmistir.

Almanya’da iktidar1 tam anlamiyla eline alan Adolf Hitler, hayat sahasi
(Lebensraum) olusturma politikast baglaminda harekete ge¢mistir. Bu
bakimdan, Almanya’nin kurulusundan itibaren takip etmis oldugu “doguya
dogru” politikasi kapsaminda, yeniden diinya iletisiminde hayati 6neme sahip
stratejik bir baglanti noktas1 olan Ortadogu’ya yonelmistir. Bu yonelisin en
o6nemli nedeni Adolf Hitler’in I. Diinya Savasi’nda yenilen Almanya’nin,

13 Ruafat Ugarol, Sivasi Tarih (1789-2010), 640.
14 Fahir Armaoglu, 20. Yiizyil Siyasi Tarihi (Cilt 1-2: 1914-1995), 240.
15 Rufat Ugarol, Siyasi Tarih (1789-2010), 640-641.
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Ortadogu’da, Ingiltere ve Fransa ile karsilastirildigi zaman, ekonomik ve politik
niifuz agisindan oldukga geride kaldigini fark etmis olmasidir.'® Hitler; petrol,
maden, pamuk gibi baris ekonomisinde oldugu kadar savas ekonomisi i¢in
de yiiksek neme sahip oldugunun farkinda oldugundan, Fransa ve ingiltere
ile giristigi rekabette kendine iistiinliik saglayacagina inandig1 Ortadogu’ya
niifuz etmenin 6nemli olduguna inanmistir.'” Bu nedenle Alman jeologlar,
Ortadogu’daki petrol rezervleri hakkinda pek c¢ok arastirma yapmislar ve
bu bilgileri Hitler ile paylagsmislardir. Savas donemlerinde zaferi getiren en
o6nemli araglardan biri enerji oldugundan, Hitler Almanyasi’nin Ortadogu’ya
olan ilgisi artmistir.

Ayrica bu donem Nazi Almanyasi’nda bazi politikacilar, bilim ve kiiltiir
insanlari, bazi halk kesiminde var olan “Al/manya, Ortadogu ve Hindistan in
zenginligini ele gecirirse, diinya egemenligini de elde edecektir™'® seklindeki
gorilis de Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya yonelmesinde etkili olmustur. I. Diinya
Savagi’nin ardindan Ortadogu’nun Arap bdlgesi ve Filistin, dogrudan ya
da dolayli olarak Fransa ve Ingiltere’nin egemenligi altina girdiginden
hatta Ortadogu’nun iran ve Afganistan gibi Arap olmayan iilkelerinde de
ayni durum s6z konusu oldugundan, Hitler tarafindan uygulamaya konulan
Almanya’nin Ortadogu politikasi, radikal Arap milliyet¢ilik akimi tarafindan
benimsenmis ve desteklenmistir.!” Bu da Almanya’nin hayat alani olusturma
politikasina kolaylik saglamis Almanya’nin bolge dis1 amaglarina ulagsmasi
icin Ortadogu’nun yeniden niifuz alan1 ve ara¢ haline gelmesini saglamistir.

Nazi Almanyast’nin Ortadogu’yu niifuz bolgesi olarak se¢mesinin
nedenlerinden biri de Adolf Hitler’in “Kuzey Setti” diislincesidir. Bu diisiinceyle
yapilmak istenen; Tiirkiye, Iran ve Afganistan’dan olusan, Nazi Almanyasi
yanlist bir birlik olusturabilmektir. Bu {i¢ Ortadogu iilkesinde Ingiltere nin
etkisi daha az oldugundan, Arap devletleri ve {ilkelerine gore buralarda niifuz
kurma ve kiiltiir politikalar1 olusturma daha kolay olabilecektir. Bu yiizden,
Hitler’in dis isleri danigmani1 Joachim von Ribbentrop, bu ii¢ iilkenin bir
araya gelmesiyle Ortadogu’da yeni bir blokun olusturulabilecegi goriisiinii
savunmustur. Bu yolla Ingiltere tarafindan Hindistan iizerinden gelebilecek

16 Haim Shamir, “The Middle East in the Nazi Conception”, Germany and the Middle East, 1835-1939:
International Symposium, ed. Jehuda L. Wallach, (Telaviv: Tel-Aviv University, Israel Press Ltd,
1975), 167.

17 Nicholas Kaldor, “The German War Economy”, The Review of Economic Studies: 1945-46, 13 (1),
(1946): 34.

18 Haim Shamir, “The Middle East in the Nazi Conception: 170-171

19 Lukasz Hirszowicz, “The Course of German Foreign Policy in the Middle East between the World
Wars ", Germany and the Middle East, 1835-1939: International Symposium, ed. Jehuda L. Wallach,
(Telaviv: Tel-Aviv University, Israel Press Ltd, 1975), 175.
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tehdidin savusturulabilecegi ongoriilmistiir.?° Nazi Almanyasi’yla uyumluluk
gosteren milliyetgilik hareketlerinin Tiirkiye, Iran ve Afganistan’da var olmasi
Adolf Hitler’i bu tiir bir blok olusturmaya iten en 6énemli giidiileyici neden
olmustur.

Bunun yaninda Nazi Almanyasi sadece bu iilkeler baglaminda Ortadogu
ile ilgilenmemis, ayni zaman da Araplarin egemen oldugu iilkeler ve Filistin
ile de calisma yapmuslardir. Nazi uzmanlar1 Ortadogu, Araplar, Islamiyet,
Araplarin ve Islam giiclerinin sahip olduklar1 potansiyeller hakkinda da
incelemeler yapmiglardir. Yapilan c¢alismalar sonrasinda, Almanya’daki
Uciincii Krallik ve Arap diinyas: arasinda bazi 6zel baglar, benzerlik ve
paralellikler ortaya konulmaya ¢alisilmistir. Arap milli bilincinin gelisimi ile
Alman Kralligi’nin ortaya ¢ikisi arasinda benzerlik oldugu ileri stiriilmiistiir.
Bu tarihsel paralellik, ideolojik benzerlik kullanilarak yapilmistir. Bu konuda
bir Ortadogu uzmani olarak ¢alisma yapan Grobba, Ortadogu’da Araplarla is
birligini hakli ¢ikarmak icin, “A/manya i¢in Araplarin dostlugu, hemen hemen
icgiidiiseldir.” dislincesini savunmustur. Bu yiizden Hitlerin iktidarindan
sonra, Alman istihbarat ajanlar1 Ortadogu iilkelerine akin etmeye baglamstir.
Bu yolla Almanya, Araplar arasinda zamanla olusan Ingiliz karsitligindan
da yararlanarak Ortadogu’daki azinlik liderleriyle, 6zellikle de Kiirtlerle
olan iliskilerini gelistirmistir. Bu konuda yukarida adi gegen Ortadogu
uzmani Grobba’ nin énemli rol oynadig1 goriilmiistiir. Almanya’nin Ortadogu
politikasinda Araplar igerisinde Kiirtler disinda, ayn1 irktan bir yandas bulma
gayretleri Almanya’nin dikkatini Misir’a dondiirmiistiir.”! Bu yoneliste egitimli
Misirlt Alman entelektiiellerin Nazi doktrinine ilgi gostermesi ve politik
kiiltiiriiyle baglanti kurmak konusunda misyonerlik gorevi listlenmis olmalari
etkili olmusgtur. Bu donemde Misir’da yasanan sosyo-ekonomik gelismeler,
Nazi doktrininin bu iilkede ilgi ¢ekici hale gelmesine katkida bulunmustur.
Bunda; Almanya’da Hitlerin iktidara geldigi siirecte, Misir’daki gercek (reel)
milli gelirde 6nemli artisin s6z konusu olmamasi etkili olmustur. Ayrica hizli
niifus biiylimesi nedeniyle, kisi basina gelirde siirekli bir azalma meydana
gelmesi, ekonomik gostergelerin kotii olmasi, ekonomik, mali ve sosyal
problemlerin ortaya ¢ikmasi da diger etkenler olmustur.”? Bu yiizden Misir’da
Nazi yonetimine sempati duyan kesimlerin varlig1 s6z konusu olmustur.

20 Ibrahim Bakirtag-Mustafa Biyikli, “Uluslararasi Politik iktisat Baglaminda Almanya’nin Orta Dogu’ya
Yonelik Niifuz ve Kiiltiir Politikalar1 (Hitler Donemi)”, 38. (ICANAS) Uluslararasi Asya ve Kuzey
Afiika Calismalart Kongresi, 10-15.09.2007: Bildiriler: Uluslararasi Iliskiler, Yay. Haz.: Zeki Dilek.
ve dig., c.1, (Ankara: Atatiirk Kiiltiir, Dil ve Tarih Yiiksek Kurumu Yaynlari, 2011), 264.

21 Haim Shamir, “The Middle East in the Nazi Conception”, 173.

22 Ibrahim Bakirtas-Mustafa Biyikli“Uluslararasi Politik iktisat Baglaminda Almanya’nin Orta Dogu’ya
Yonelik Niifuz ve Kiiltiir Politikalari (Hitler Donemi)”, s.264.
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Hitlerin iktidara gelmesinin ardindan Almanya, Ortadogu’ya yonelik takip
etmis oldugu niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasinda ii¢ ayr1 1rk {izerine odaklanmustir.
Bunlar Tiirkler, Araplar ve iranlilar olmustur.* Bu nedenle, takip edilecek niifuz
ve hayat alani politikasinin alt yapisini olusturmak i¢in Nazi Almanyasi’nda
bilim insanlar1 Ortadogu ve adi gegen toplumlara iligskin ¢alismalar yapmuslar,
bilimsel raporlar hazirlamiglardir. Bir anlamda uluslararast iliskilerde
o6nemi ve etkinligi bilinen “yumusak gii¢”* kullanimima hiz verilmistir. Bu
kapsamda Dr. Kurt Koehler, Dr. Oluf Kiirkmann ve Dr. Wilhelm Eilers
tarafindan Nisan 1934’te “Niifuz Mintikalari-Kiiltiir Politikasi” adiyla yeni
bir rapor hazirlanmigtir. Bu rapor H.O tarafindan Almancadan Tiirkceye
cevrilmistir. Cevirilen rapor 27 Aralik 1937°de T.C. Cumhurbaskanligi Arsiv
Dairesi Bagkanligi Cumbhuriyet Arsivi'nde 030.10.1.231.558.9 numarayla
kaydedilmistir.

Cumbhuriyet Arsivi’nde yer alan bu rapor toplam 47 sayfadan olusmustur.
Raporun hemen baginda bdyle bir raporun neden yazildig1 ortaya konulmustur.
Burada “Avrupa 'nin sark ve cenubi sarkisindeki memleketlerde Alman kiiltiir
propagandast igin sistem projesi viicuda getirmekten ziyade Almanya’nin
bilhassa iginde yasadigimiz bu devirde bu yoldaki vazifesine, pratik ve ilmi
tecriibelerimize istinaden, isaret etmek liizumunu hissettik.”* denilerek Alman
kiiltiir propagandasi igin sistem ¢alismasi yapilmadigi ancak Almanya’nin bu
baglamdaki calismalarina uygulamadaki 6rneklerle ve bilimsel tecriibelerle
destek verilmek istendigi dile getirilmistir. Teorik goriis ve yorumlarm is
ve eylem ornekleriyle desteklenmesi icin sadece Tiirkiye, Misir ve Iran’mn
dikkate alindigi, Onerilerinin bu yerlerdeki uygulamalarinin gosterilmeye
calisildigr ifade edilmistir. Raporlarda dile getirilen fikirlerin dogrulugu kabul
edilir, benimsenir ve uygulamaya gegirilirse, bundan sonra bu tiir raporlarin
Balkanlar, Irak ve Giiney Arabistan i¢in de yazilabilecegi dile getirilmistir.

Almanya’nin  Tiirkiye, Misir ve Iran’a yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir
politikalarindan s6z edilmeden once, genel anlamda niifuz bolgesi olusturma
politikasi tizerinde durulmustur. Kirk yedi sayfalik raporun dokuz sayfalik bu
kismi Dr. Kurt Koehler tarafindan hazirlanmistir. Ortadogu’ya yonelik takip
edilecek niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasindan s6z edilmeden 6nce, bu politikanin
temel nedenlerinden biri ortaya konulmustur. O da “Ingiliz zihniyeti” olarak
ifade edilmistir. Almanlarin Kita Avrupasi’nda rekabet i¢inde bulunduklar
Ingilizlerin niifuz politikas: konusunda c¢ok etkili olduklar1 dile getirilmistir.

23 Haim Shamir, “The Middle East in the Nazi Conception”, 170-172

24 Ulkelerin diplomasi, stratejik iletisim, kiiltiirel iliskiler ve politikalar, ekonomik iliskiler ve insani
yardim gibi yollarla diger uluslararasi aktorlerin politikalarini etkileyebilmeleri kapasitesini ifade eder.

25 Cumbhurbaskanligi Devlet Arsivleri Baskanligi Cumhuriyet Arsivi (BCA), 030.10.1.231.558.9.1
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Bu konuda “Ingilizler alemsumul diisiinmek itiyadindadirlar. Almanlar
ise diisiincelerinde ekseriya boyle bir sumullii ve plastik tasavvurlar: ihata
edemezler ancak daha kiigiik mikyastaki ahval ve seraiti kavramakta ve
bunlara itibar etmektedirler.”* denilerek Almanlardaki ve Almanya’daki zihni
yap1 ve tutum ortaya konulmustur. Bir bakima Almanya’nin bir diinya giicii
gibi davranmadigi, Ingiltere’nin niifuz politikasi olusturma ve takip etmede
basarili oldugu ifade edilmistir. Ancak I. Diinya Savasi’nin ardindan yaganan
siyasi ve ekonomik gelismelerin Almanya’y1r da “cihanstimul (evrensel)
siyaset” takip etmeye yonelttigi, jeo-politik ilmindeki gelisim ve ilerlemenin
bunu hayata gecirmek i¢in de zemin hazirladigi dile getirilmistir.

Diinyanin birkag¢ “niifuz mintikasina” ayrildigi, bu bolgelerin her birinin
“onder ve hdkim” bir millet tarafindan kendisine ait bir is sahasi kabul
edilerek politik, ekonomik ve kiiltiirel bakimdan miimkiin oldugu kadar
kendi niifuzu altina alindig1 belirtilmistir. Ingiliz Imparatorlugu’nun boyle
bir sey oldugu, Aermel Kanali’ndan Kongo’ya kadar uzanan yerlerin bu
bolgelerin ikincisini olusturdugu, Rusya’nin bagli basina bir niifuz mintikasi
oldugu, ABD’nin Giiney Amerika’y1 niifuz bolgesi yapma gayreti icinde
bulundugu, Japonya’nin Mancurya’dan Mogolistan’a, hatta Cin’de kendine
niifuz bolgesini olusturmaya ¢alistigi hatirlatilmistir. Buna karsin Almanya ve
Italya’nin kendileri i¢in daha heniiz birer niifuz bolgesi belirleyemedigi, bu
bolgelerle kendi memleketleri arasinda baglanti kurma isini planlh bir sekilde
yapamadiklarinin alt: gizilmistir. Fakat Italya’nin da niifuz bolgesi belirledigi,
Kuzey Afrika’ya yerlestigi, Habesistan’da ve Islam aleminin gelecekte gii¢
merkezi olacak olan Giiney Arabistan’da tutunmak i¢in ¢alismalar yiiriittiigi,
Balkanlar ve Akdeniz’e yonelik politika takip ettigi, bu ¢alismalarla ad1 gegen
bolgelerde hakim bir mevki elde etmeye ¢alistigi beyan edilmistir.”’

Bu nedenle, Diinya’da bu sekilde niifuz bolgeleri olusturulurken ve
gelistirilmesine ¢alisilirken Almanya’nin seyirci kalamayacagi ifade edilmistir.
Almanya’nin dakendisii¢in buyoldabasarilar elde edebilmek amaciyla sartlara
gore kuvvetlerini harekete gecirmesinin “kendi mevcudiyetini muhafaza
icin zaruret” oldugunun alt1 ¢izilmistir. Bu yiizden; Hitler Hiiklimeti’nin bu
gerekliligi ve zorunlulugu takdir etmesi, zamanin gereklerine uyarak Almanya
icin de bir niifuz bolgesi elde etmek i¢in ¢alismaya karar vermis olmasinin
memnuniyet verici oldugu dile getirilmistir. Bu baglamda, “A/manya i¢in
niifuz bélgesi Avrupa’'min dogusu ve giiney dogusu, On Asya ve Misir dir™*®
denilerek, Almanya’nin geleneksel politikasi ve niifuz bolgeleri hatirlatilmastir.

26 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.1-2.
27 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.2.
28 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.2.
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Koehler tarafindan yazilan bu kisminda, adi gecen yerlerin Alman
yayilmacilig1 acisindan elverigli oldugu belirtilerek buralarin Almanya i¢in
niifuz bolgesi olarak secilmesinin ekonomik ve kiiltiirel nedenleri ortaya
konulmustur. Bunun ilk nedeni olarak Tuna yolu ve mevcut demir yollar1 gibi
dogal ulasim yollartyla bu memleketlere Almanya kadar yakin baska giiclii
bir devletin olmamas1 gdsterilmistir. Bu ulasim imkaninin her tiirlii iiriiniin
nakliyat ucuzlugunu saglayacag: ifade edilmistir. Ikinci neden olarak, bu
bolgedekiiilkelerin ekonomik yapilari ve iklim sartlari taraflar icin mal degisimi
imkanini vermesi, iiclincii neden olarak da bu memleketlerin hepsinde Alman
kiiltiiriintin kuvvetli bir sekilde temsil edilmesi ve ¢ogunda yabanci dil olarak
Alman dilinin hakim olmasi dile getirilmistir.*” Almanya’nin bu yerlere iliskin
kisa ama 6nem arz eden bilgiler verilmis, Almanya’nin bu bolgeye ne sekilde
ulasabilecegine iliskin bir gilizergdh olusturulmaya calisilmistir. Organik
bakimdan Balkanlarin Almanya’ya bagl olup, Kiiciik Asya’ya (Tiirkiye) bir
koprii teskil ettigi, Tiirkiye nin de On Asya bdlgeleri ve Misir igin bir koprii
durumunda oldugu belirtilmistir.

Almanya’nin  Ortadogu’ya yonelik niifuz politikasinda ekonomik
propagandanin ve araglarin yetersiz kalacagi, ekonomik genisleme
faaliyetini kiiltlir propagandasi ve kiiltiirel genisleme ile birlikte yapmasi
gerektigi ifade edilmistir. Almanlar ilgilendiren ve kendilerine 6zgii bir
kiiltiir olusturmak {izere bu iilkelerdeki kiiltiir propagandasinin, ekonomik
propagandayla desteklenmesi gerektigi dile getirilmistir. Bu niifuz bolgesinde
Alman okullarina gitmis veya hi¢ olmazsa Almanca dersi almig, Alman
iiniversitelerinde okumus olan Yugoslav, Bulgar, Tiirk ve Misirlilarin, Alman
kitaplari, Alman ilaglar1 vb. i¢in bir temsilciler ve acenteler ordusundan daha
etkili olacagi ifade edilmistir. Ayrica bunlarin “daha ucuz propagandistler”
oldugu énemle vurgulanmistir. Bu mimtikada yapilacak kiiltiir propagandasinin
yiizde yiiz Almanya i¢in calisacagi, halbuki ekonomik propaganda ile mal
ve hizmet ihtiyaci olusturmanin yiizde otuz, kirk oraninda etkili olacag,
bunlarm bagka yerlerden temini yolunda bunun etkisinin ortadan kalkacagi
dile getirilmisgtir.*

Bu nedenle ekonomik propagandaya gore daha etkili oldugu savunulan
kiiltiir propagandasinin ne sekilde yapilmasi gerektigi iizerinde durulmus
Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya yonelik kiiltiir politikasinda takip edilecek yontem
ortaya konulmustur. Bu baglamda, Ortadogu’daki tilkelerde Alman kiiltiiriinii
uyulmasi, kabul edilmesi gereken bir 6rnek olarak gostermek ve kabul edilmesi
icin zorlamak yerine, o iilkelerin jeografik, folklorik, tarihsel, ekonomik

29 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.2-3.
30 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.4-5.
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ve psikolojik agidan incelenmesi onerilmistir. Bu yolla psikolojik ve pratik
bakimdan iyi ve isabetli bir propaganda calismasi yapilmakla kalinmamis,
ayni zamanda o iilkelerde yasayan insanlarin giivenlerinin ve egilimlerinin
kazanilacagi dile getirilmistir. Bu amagla bolge tilkelerinde ¢alismalar yapan
arkeologlarin desteklenmesi, Oryantalistik kiirstilerinin kapatilmasinin 6niine
gecilmesi, enstitiilerin a¢ilmasi istenilmistir.*!

Ik olarak bunlar yapildiktan sonra, Ortadogu iilkelerinde yasayan
insanlarmm  Alman  kiiltiiriine  ¢ekilmesi, onlara Alman kiiltiiriiniin
benimsetilmesi asamasia gecilmesi Onerilmistir. Bu asamada pek c¢ok
arag, yol ve yontemin oldugu belirtilerek bunlarin kullanilacak yerlere gore
degisiklik gosterebilecegi dile getirilmistir. Bunlar; okullar, dil kurslar
acmak, enstitiilere yardim etmek, gazeteler ¢cikarmak ve var olanlara yardim
etmek vb. olarak siralanmistir. Ayrica kitap ticaret politikasi, liyakath ve
resmi memuriyeti olmayan kisiler araciligiyla bu memleketlerdeki yetkililerin
uygun olanlariin sosyete Ozelliklerinin havasi igine alarak “sosyete
propagandast”, adi gegen ilkelerdeki gengligin Almanya’ya c¢ekilmesi
diger yontemler olarak sunulmustur.’? Ozellikle Ortadogu iilkelerinden
Almanya’ya 6grenci getirilmesi {lizerinde durulmus, Almanya ile Ortadogu
arasinda ¢ok lazim olan “fikri ve ruhi karsilikli miinasebetleri’n bu yolla
gelistirilebilecegi dile getirilmistir. “Fikri ve ruhi” iliskilerin de basin-
yayin yoluyla, baska araclarla desteklenmesi istenilmistir. Bu yapilmaz ise
faydali bir kiiltiir ve ekonomi propagandasinin miimkiin olmayacagmin alti
cizilmigtir. Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya yonelik bu sekilde gergeklestirecegi
ve takip edecegi kiiltlir propagandasinin diisiince, para ve her seyden evvel
sevgiyle, “hakiki ve samimi” katilimla yapilmasi gerektigi dile getirilmistir.*®
Bu yapildig1 takdirde Almanya’nin Tiirkiye, Misir ve Iran’da etkinligini
artiracagi diistiniilmiistiir.

B- Almanya’nin Turkiye'ye Yonelik Niifuz ve Kultir Politikasi

Hitlerin iktidara gelmesinin ardindan Ortadogu’ya yonelik takip edilen
niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasinda dikkate aldiklar ilk iilke Tiirkiye olmustur. Bu
nedenle, bilim insanlari tarafindan hazirlanan raporda ilk olarak Tiirkiye’den
s0z edilmistir. Dr. Oluf Kiirkmann tarafindan yazilan kismim on iki ve on
yedinci sayfalar arasinda Tiirkiye’ye yer verilmistir. Bu durum, Almanya’nin
Ortadogu’ya yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikalarinda Tiirkiye’ye verdigi

31 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.5-8.
32 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.6.
33 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.7.
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onemden kaynaklanmistir. Bu yiizden, bu énem verigin bir takim nedenleri
siralanmistir. Bunlardan birincisi, yukarida dile getirilen tarihi siirecte iki lilke
arasinda yasananlarin yaninda, Tiirkiye’nin jeopolitik konumudur. Tiirkiye,
Almanya tarafindan kendilerini On Asya’ya ve Misir’a baglayan bir koprii
olarak goriilmiistiir. Ayrica zihniyet ve dini hassasiyet gibi konulardaki bazi
farklara ragmen Islam diinyasmin Gazi Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk Tiirkiyesi’ni
“Onder bir devlet” sayip O’na itibar ve hiirmet gostermeleri Tiirkiye’nin
O6nemini ortaya koyan bir baska neden olmustur.>* Bir bagska neden olarak
da Tirkiye’nin, dini islerde haiz oldugu ve hilafet miiessesesine dayanan
onderlik mevkiini, yani dogulularin hissiyatina goére manevi ve ruhani
gli¢ ve niifuzunu terk ederek komsular1 tizerinde bir etki ve niifuz tesisine
kalkigmadan milli bir devlet olmas1 ve politika takip etmesi gosterilmistir.
Tiirkiye’nin gayret ve faaliyetlerini milli iglerinde ve modernlesme yolunda
yogunlastirmasi, dikkatlerini bu yone de toplamasi nedenlerden bir digeri
olarak ifade edilmistir.

Almanya acgisindan son derece dnemli olan Tirkiye’ye iligskin bilgiler
verilerek, bir anlamda durum tespiti yapilmistir. Bir bakima Tiirkiye’de takip
edilecek kiiltiir politikalar1 ortaya konulmadan 6nce Tirkiye’deki mevcut
durum ve yapilan caligmalar ortaya konulmustur. Tirkiye’deki bilimsel
calismalarin “nisbeten yeni” oldugu hatirlatilmigtir. Tirkiye’deki bilim
insanlarinin bir kisminin Balkanlardan geldigi, bunlarin genellikle Balkanlar
lizerine ¢aligmalar yapan “amator” bilim insanlari oldugu, bunlarin ¢ok azinin
Avrupa’da ve Paris’te egitim gordigi dile getirilmistir. Medrese geleneginden
gelen bilim insanlarinin yerel kaldigi, Avrupa aleyhtari bir gelenekten geldigi
ve siddetli bir sekilde bu gelenegin etkisinde bulundugu ifade edilmistir.
Atatiirk’iin iktidar1 eline almasinin ardindan, Tiirkiye’de bilim hayatinin
manzarasinin degistigi, her seyden once Tiirk aydinlarin1 harekete gecirdigi,
caligmalara yonlendirdigi anlatilmigtir. Bu caligmalar sonrasinda Diinya
Tarihi**" i¢in ders kitabi olabilecek bir tarih kitabi yazdirdigi, bu kitabin

34 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.3.

35 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.12.

36 * Gazi Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk’{in istegi ve yonlendirmesiyle, Tiirk tarihinin dolayisiyla Tiirklerin
Diinya Tarihi i¢indeki yerini ortaya koymak amaciyla, Tirk Ocag1 “Tiirk Tarihi Heyeti” iiyelerin-
den Afet (Inan) ile Mehmet Tevfik, Samih Rifat, Ak¢ura Yusuf, Dr. Resit Galip, Hasan Cemil, Sadri
Maksudi, Semseddin, Vasif ve Yusuf Ziya Beyler tarafindan hazirlanilan, ilk olarak Almanlarin bazi
yayinlar tizerine koyduklar1 “Als Manuskript Gedruckt” kaydima uygun, “cogaltilmis bir miisvedde”
seklinde, 606 sayfalik, tek cilt halinde, “Tiirk Tarihinin Ana Hatlarr” adi tagiyan bu eser 1930 yilin-
da Istanbul’da Devlet Matbaasi’nda tek cilt olarak basilan bir eserdir. Tiirkiye’nin ilk Diinya Tarihi
denemesi seklinde nitelendirilebilecek bu eser, daha sonra gozden gegilerek, MEB tarafindan dort cilt
olarak basilmis ve okullarda ders kitabi olarak okutulmus, nesillerin yetigsmesi saglanmistir. Bu konu
hakkinda daha genis bilgi i¢in bkz.: Semavi Eyice, “Atatiirk’tin Biiyiik Bir Tarih Yazdirma Tesebbiisii:
Tiirk Tarihinin Ana Hatlar1”, Belleten, Cilt 32, Say1 128 Ankara 1968.
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Tiirklerin diinyada kiiltiirel sahadaki 6nderlik rollerini ifade etmek gibi dnemli
bir gérevinin bulundugu dile getirilmistir.?’

Atatirk’iin  “Hudutlarimizi, onlarin ilerisini gorerek tespit etmeliyiz”
sOziinlin kiiltiir sahasindaki yansimasmin Tiirkomanie’yi ortaya g¢ikardigi,
hedefi asarak ¢ok uzaklara yoneldigi ileri siriilmiistiir. Bu baglamda eski
tarihin On plana ¢ikarildigi, bu hareketin “Biitiin medeniyetlerin menseini
Tiirklere yahut onlarin wkdaslarina atfi izafe etmeye muvaffakiyet elverirse
bugiin Tiirk milletinin cihanda elde etmek istedigi rol manevi istinadini
bulmus olur.*® diigiincesine veya anlayisina dayandigi ifade edilmistir. Boyle
bir “teleolojik spekiilasyon”un milli bilincine heniiz ulasmamais olan bir millet
icin anlagilabilir bir sey oldugu, bu baglamdaki sorularin ve cevaplarin yanlis
veya dogru oldugunun bilim tarafindan belirlenecegi dile getirilmistir.

Tiirkiye’deki bilim ve kiiltiir alanindaki durum ortaya konulduktan sonra,
Dr. Kiirkmann tarafindan Almanya igin bazi tespitler yapilmis, sonuglara
varilmistir. Bunlar; “1. Tiirklerin kendi kiiltiir ve tarihlerine siddetli bir
aldka duyduklari, 2. Bu isi basarmak i¢in kudret ve kabiliyetlerinin noksan
oldugu”*°dur. Biranlamda Tiirkiye’nin bu alandaki eksikligine vurgu yapilarak,
Almanya’nin Tirkiye’ye yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikalarinda tarih
arastirmalarina destek vermesi, tarih biliminin aktif bir sekilde kullanilmasi
onerilmistir. Tarih biliminin etkinlegmesini saglamak noktasinda Almanya’da
Tiirkiye i¢in bir bilim insan1 sinifi yetistirilmenin geregi tizerinde durulmustur.
Bir bakima bunun yapilmasi, Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya yonelik niifuz ve
kiiltiir politikalarindaki basarisinin en 6nemli agsamasi olarak goriilmiistiir.

Egitim-6gretimi¢in Ortadoguiilkelerinden gelen, cogunlugu bizzat Mustafa
Kemal Atatiirk tarafindan gonderilmis, o giin i¢in Fransa’dan daha fazla yer
alan dil ve tarih 6grencilerinin iyi bir sekilde yetistirilmesi, Almanya’nin
Ortadogu’ya yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikalarindaki basarisinin en 6nemli
asamast olarak gortilmistiir. Almanya’daki bu 6grencilere soruldugunda, “En
gec olarak ii¢ nesil sonra artik-yabanci okullara yahut yabancit memleketlerde
yetismis Ogretmenlere muhta¢ olmaksizin- kendi memleketlerinde tam
bir egitim-ogretim verilebilecegi™® cevabinin verildigi, onlarda boyle bir
anlayigin egemen oldugu ifade edilmistir. Bu durumun Almanya i¢in avantaj
oldugu belirtilerek, yetisen 6grenciler Tiirkiye’de Tiirk aydinlari arasinda yer
alacaklarindan, Tiirkiye i¢in Almanya’da bilim insani sinifinin yetismesinin
son drece dnemli oldugu dile getirilmistir.

37 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.12.
38 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.12-13.
39 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.13.
40 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.13.
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Bu nedenlerin ardindan, Hitler Almanyasi’nin Ortadogu’da niifuz
bolgesi olusturmasina yardimci olacagi diislincesiyle, Almanya’nin bu
ogrencilerle ilgili yapmasi gerekenler dile getirilmistir. Bu gorevlerden ilki;
Tiirk 6grencilerin ve 6zellikle ileride tarih¢i olarak Tiirk yiiksekokullarinda,
iniversitelerinde 6gretmenlik yapacak olanlarin Almanya’daki ikametgahlarini
miimkiin oldugunca kolaylastirmak olarak ifade edilmistir. ikinci gorev ise
Tirklerin milli mazilerinden bilgi verecek bilim alanlarina daha fazla 6nem
vermek seklinde dile getirilmigtir.*!

Bunun i¢in yapilmasi gereken ilk is olarak da Hatt-1 Mihi (Asur) yazisi
tizerinde c¢aligmak gosterilmistir. Asur yazisinin 1802’de Alman Grotefend
(Georg Friedrich Grotefend*?) tarafindan desifre edildigi, Asuroloji* i¢inde
incelendigi, bu bilim alaninin Ingilizlerin 6zel ugras alan1 haline geldigi,
Almanlarm bu konuda geri kaldig1 dile getirilmistir. Ancak Almanlarin
bu alana kattiklarmin Ingiliz ve Fransizlardan daha fazla oldugu beyan
edilmistir. Bu ylizden, adi gecen bilim alaninda hem Almanya’da ¢aligmalari
derinlestirmek hem de Asur bolgelerinde yiizey arastirmasi ve kazilar yapmak
tavsiye edilmistir.*

Yapilmasi gereken ikinci is ise Asuroloji igerisinde Tiirk &grencileri
ilgilendiren Siimer dili ve kiiltiirii Gizerinde ¢alismalar yapmak olarak dile
getirilmistir. Stimerlerin ¢ivi yazisinin ¢6ziilmesinin ardindan tanindigi,
On Asya tarihinin basinda bulunan bir millet oldugu, bu milletin 1rk ve dil
bakimindan ne oldugu, nereye dahil oldugunun bilinmedigi, bunlarin yazinin
ve bazi matematiksel sistemlerin mucidi olarak kabul edildigi, Siimerloji’nin
¢ivi yazisi aragtirmalarinda ayri bir bilim dali oldugu ifade edilmistir. Bu bilim
dalmin Tirk bilim insanlarim ilgilendirdigi, onlara 6zellikle ilging sonuglar
vadetmesi, simdiye kadar Siimerce ile Tiirk¢e arasinda bazi miinasebetlerin
goriildiigii ancak bu iliskinin kesin olarak aydinlatilamadig dile getirilmistir.*
Almanya’da bu konu iizerinde c¢alisan ve uzman olan Prof. Dr. Poebel Von
Rostock’un dort y1l 5nce ABD’ye Chicago Universitesi Sarkiyat Enstitiisii’ne
gitmesinin ardindan, Siimerce’nin Almanya’da artik hi¢bir uzman tarafindan
temsil edilmedigi de s6zlere eklenmistir.

41 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.14.

42 Georg Friedrich Grotefend 1775’te Miinden’de dogmustur. Alman yazi ve dil uzmanidir. ilk¢ag’da
Ortadogu’da kurulmus olan pek ¢ok devlette yaygin olarak kullanilan yazi sistemi olan “Civi Yazis1”
tizerinde yogun caligmalar yapmustir. Grotefend 1853’te Almanya’nin Hannover sehrinde hayata goz-
lerini kapamustir.

43 Asurlular ve ilgili Mezopotamya uygarliklarini arkeolojik, tarihsel ve dilbilimsel yonlerden inceleyen
bilim dalidir. Stimer ve Babil Uygarliklar1 da Asurolojinin konular arasinda sayilmaktadir.

44 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.14.

45 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.14.
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Ugiincii is olarak da Hititler {izerinde galismalarin, kazilarin yapilmasi
gerektigiifade edilmistir. Bunlarin Kii¢lik Asya (Tiirkiye) ve kuzey kavimlerinin
karigmasiyla olustugu, onlarin dillerinde kuvvetli bir “indogerman” etkisinin
ve egemenliginin oldugu dile getirilmistir. Bir anlamda Almanlarla baglantil
olabilecekleri diistincesiyle, Hititler lizerine 6zellikle yogunlagilmasi gerektigi
diisiiniilmiistiir. Bir bakima Almanlarin Ortadogu’daki niifuz ve kiiltlr
politikasinda tarihin aragsallastirildign fark edilmistir. Ayrica Hititlerin, On
Asya tarihinde 6nemli rollerinin oldugu, Akdeniz bolgesinde meydana gelen
kavim goglerinde, 6zellikle de Etriisk ve Yunanlilarin géglerinde ¢ok biiyiik
etkiye sahip olduklari dile getirilmistir.*

Hititlerin, Alman bilgini Hugo Winkler’in*’ girisimi, gayreti ve giiciiyle
kesfedildigi, Alman Sark Cemiyeti’nin gayretleriyle birikimin olusturuldugu,
bunlarin Prusya Devlet Miizesi’nde yer aldigi, buradaki eserlerin Fransiz
Loure ve Ingiliz British Museum’da dahi bulunmadigi ifade edilmistir.
Almanya’nin Hitit arastirmalarinda kisa bir siire 6ncesine kadar Diinya’da
rakibinin olmadig1 belirtilmistir. Ancak simdilerde Almanya’nin bu alanda
bir tek uzmana sahip oldugu, bu uzmanin yer aldigi Marburg’taki kiirsiiniin
1933-1934 kis yariyilindan itibaren kapatildigr dile getirilmistir. Bunun da
Ortadogu i¢in Onemi ortada olan sahayr Almanlarin kaybedecegi anlami
tagtyacagt onemle vurgulanmistir.

Yapilacak kiiltiir propagandasindan biri de Almanya’da bulunan Bergama
Miizesi’nin On Asya Subesi’nin tanitilmasi, dgrencilerin, arastirmacilarin
bu yolla Almanya’ya ¢ekilmesi seklinde onerilmistir. Bunun igin ilk olarak
arkeologlar yetistirmek, bunlarin 6zellikle dogunun eski eserleri tizerindeki
bilgilerinin artirllmasi ve olgunlastirilmast tavsiye edilmistir. Alman
iiniversitelerinde dogunun eski eserleri ve Islam sanat tarihi konusunda tek
bir uzman bile olmadig i¢in bu konu son derece 6nemli goriilmiistiir. Bu
baglamda On Asya Subesi'ne ve Sark Arkeoloji Subesi’ne iiniversitelerde
gereken dnemin verilmesi, bu alanlarda yeni kiirsiilerin agilmasi énerilmistir.
Burada Tiirkiye’nin bir anlamda bu konularda Almanya’ya karsi yiirtitmiis
oldugu c¢alismalara deginilerek Tiirkiye’nin Ankara ve Istanbul’a bircok
bilim insanini ¢agirdigi, bunlar1 tesadiifen buldugu ve iilkeye gotlirdiigi,
gotiiriilenlerin Almanya’da ¢ok fazla iddiali kisiler olmadig dile getirilmistir.
Tiirkiye’nin Alman bilim insanlarin1 davet etmesi Almanya’nin bilim giicii
veya kiiltiir politikas1 alanindaki calismalarin bir sonucu sayilamayacagi
da vurgulanmistir. Gelecekte Alman bilim insanlarinin bu sekilde davet ve

46 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.15.
47 ddmkmm
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yonelimle karsilagsmalarinin beklenmemesi gerektigi belirtilmistir.*® Bir
anlamda Hitler Hiikimeti’nden ileride Almanya’nin aleyhine olabilecek bu
duruma engel olunmasi istenilmistir.

Takip edilecek kiiltlir politikas1 baglaminda yapilmasi istenilen islerden
biri de Osmanli Tarihi’ne &nem verilmesidir. Almanya’da Islam ilmi
Kiirstisii’'nde Tirkoloji’nin bir alt dali olarak var olan Osmanli Tarihi
tizerindeki ¢aligmalarin yetersiz oldugu hatirlatilmistir. Daha ¢ok dogunun
eski eserleri ve tarihi icin gosterilen ilgiden dolay1, bu durumun Tiirkiye i¢in
de gecerli oldugu belirtilmistir. Almanya’nin Tiirkler tarafindan biraz ihmal
edilen Osmanl Tarihi alanindaki arastirmalar ilerletmesi, Tiirk 6grencilerin
bu alanda Almanya’daki kiirsiilere gelecegi ongoriilmiistiir. Bu gergeklesirse
Almanya’nin, ne kadar ¢ok Tiirk 6grenciye Osmanli Tarihi’ni anlatabilir, kendi
kiiltiiriinii sevdirebilirse Ortadogu’da kendine o kadar taraftar saglayacagina
inanilmistir.*

Almanya’nin Tiirkiye’ye yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikast kisminin
sonunda; Alman kiiltiir politikasinin sadece egitim politikasiyla basariya
ulasamayacagi, Almanya’nin gérevinin yalnizca uzmanlik gerektiren bilgileri
Ogretmek, uzman yetistirmek olmadigr Dr. Kiirkmann tarafindan beyan
edilmistir. Alman niifuzunu Tirkiye’ye yerlestirmek icin gerceklestirilen
iligkileri esaslt bir gekilde derinlestirmenin 6nemli oldugu dile getirilmistir.
Bunun i¢in her seyden Once giizel sanatlar {izerinde karsilikli ¢aligmalari
ilerletmek ve gelistirmek tavsiye edilmistir. Tlrk giizel sanatlarinin Fransiz
etkisinde oldugu hatirlatilarak, bu etkinin kirilmasi i¢in giizel sanatlarin biitiin
alanlarina 6nem verilmesi Onerilmistir.® Bu baglamda Alman siirlerinin
Tiirkceye, Tiirkgelerinin Almancaya cevirisinin yapilmasi teklif edilmistir.
Bunun da iki taraf arasindaki yabancilagsmay1 ve diisiince ayriliklarini ortadan
kaldiracagi on goriilmiistiir. Almancaya cevrilecek Tiirk¢e eserlerin de Tiirk
sairlerinin diinya edebiyatindaki yerlerini almalarina yardimer olacag: ifade
edilmistir. Aym1 sekilde miizik ve diger giizel sanat dallarinin da Alman
diisiince varliklariyla desteklenmesi, canlandirilmasi ve biiyiitiilmesi tavsiye
edilmistir.

C- Almanya’nin Misir’a Yonelik Niifuz ve Kultir Politikasi

Hitler Almanyasi’nin Ortadogu’daki niifuz ve kiiltiir politikalarinda 6nem
vermis olduklar iilkelerden biri de Misir’dir. Bu nedenle, bilim insanlar

48 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.16.
49 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.16.
50 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.17.
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tarafindan hazirlanilan raporlarda Misir’a da yer verilmistir. Misir, Alman bilim
insanlar1 veya Almanlar tarafindan “Miisliiman Sarka (Doguya) acilan bir
kapr™' olarak gortilmiistiir. Miisliiman dogunun kapsina iliskin rapor, Tiirkiye
hakkindaki raporu hazirlayan Dr. Oluf Kiirkmann tarafindan yazilmistir.
Raporun on sekizinci ve yirmi dordiincii sayfalar1 arast Almanya’nin Misir’a
yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasina iliskindir. Bu nedenle raporlarin bu
kisminda; Almanya’nin Misir’da takip etmesi gerek niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasi
baglamindaki durum tespitine, yapilmasi gerekenlere ve Onerilere yer
verilmistir.

Dr. Oluf Kiirkmann’in kaleme almis oldugu raporun ilk kisminda;
Almanya’nin Misir’a yonelik takip edecegi niifuz ve Kkiiltlir politikasinin
nedenleri ortaya konulmadan Once, niifuz ve kiiltiir politikalarin1 hayata
gecirmek icin gayret gosterdikleri Tiirkiye ile Misir’in karsilagtirmasi
yapilmis, Misir’a iligkin bir takim tespitlere yer verilmis 6zellikle Fransizlarin
yapmis olduklar1 ¢aligsmalardan séz edilmis yorum ve degerlendirmelerde
bulunulmustur. Bu baglamda; Tiirkiye’nin yaninda Misir’m, On-Asya’da
kesin bir rol oynadigi belirtilmistir. Ancak bu iki iilkenin fikri ve manevi
alanda birbirine zit, ters bir durumda bulundugu dile getirilmistir. Tiirkiye nin
Avrupa’daki 6rnegine gére modernlesmenin temsilcisi, Misir’n ise “Islam’in
ve Islam Orthodoxiesi nin melce (siginagi) ve istinatgdhi (dayanagi)”>
oldugu ifade edilmistir.

Misir’in kendisini Avrupa’ya entegre etmek i¢in yaklasik yiiz yildan beri
giderek artan bir sekilde girisimlerde bulundugu hatirlatilarak bu durumun
Misir’da olagantistiilik meydana getirdigi ifade edilmistir. Modernlesme
stireci baglammda Misir’da yapilan c¢alismalarin, Misirlilarin Avrupa’yi
yakindan tanimasina neden oldugu dile getirilmistir. Bunun da bir taraftan
Misir’in milli bagimsizlik diisiincesini, bir taraftan da Avrupa’nin fikir ve
diisiincelerinin, manevi niifuz ve etkisini ortaya cikardigi belirtilmistir.
Avrupa’nin bu niifuz ve etkisinin “koyu Miisliimanlik” inancini sarstig1 az ¢ok
bariz bir sekilde goriiliince Misir’in bagimsizligi i¢in ¢alisanlarin, bagimsizlik
taraftarlarinin, Avrupalilagsmay1 savunanlarin, dini liberalizm anlayigim
benimseyenlerin “Islam Orthodoxie”sine ve Ingiliz politikasina kars1 cephe
aldiklar1 ifade edilmistir.>

Misir hakkinda yapilan analiz ve degerlendirmelerin, Tiirkiye’den farkli
olarak, daha ¢ok ve 6zellikle “dini sahaya” iliskin oldugu belirtilmistir. Bunun
en dnemli nedeni olarak da Islamiyet hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmadan Misir’in

51 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.24.
52 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.18.
53 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.18.

Ortadogu
136 Etitleri



Almanya'nin Ortadogu'ya Yénelik Niifuz ve Kiiltiir Politikalart: 1934-45 Dénemine lliskin..

taninamayacag1, anlasilamayacagl vurgulanmistir. Islamiyet’in esasmin ise
Kur’an-1 Kerim’in igerdigi ilahi tebligata, emir ve nehiylere dayandigi dile
getirilmistir. Bunedenle, Krall. Fuad intesvikiyle, Islam diinyasiicin “en yiiksek
mektep olan Ezher Camii”>* ulemasinin katilimi, gayretiyle Kur’an-1 Kerim’in
kabul géren yeni bir metninin (tefsirinin) yayimlandigi hatirlatilmistir. Ayrica
Misir’da Islamiyet’in ve siyasi meselelerin ortaya konulmasina, aciklanmasi
ve tartisilmast ile ilgili olarak pek ¢ok literatiiriin, birikimin, kaynagin oldugu
ifade edilmistir. Bu baglamda din tarihine, Araplarin cahiliye ve putperestlik
donemine, tarikatlara, Islam tasavvufuna iliskin incelemelerin, arastirmalarin
da 6nemli bir rol oynayacagi sdzlere eklenmistir. Ancak biitiin bu ¢alismalari
yapan bilim insanlarimin Paris’te bulundugu, bunlarin bir kismimin dogulu
oldugu, buralara ¢ekildikleri, s6zii edilen konulardaki ¢alismalarin bunlar
tarafindan yapildig1 belirtilmistir. Ayrica bunlarin etrafinda dogudan gelmis,
getirilmis dogulu genclerin olusturdugu bir yeni ziimrenin bulundugu da dile
getirilmistir.

Misir’a iliskin durum tespitine devam edilerek Fransa’ya giden genglerin
buralarda kendi lilkelerindeki eski bir gelenek olan bilimsel arastirma ve
inceleme yoOntemlerini muhafaza imkani bulduklari, bu firsatin sunuldugu
ifade edilmistir. Bu sekilde, Fransizlarin, Paris’in takip ettigi yontemle doguyu
kendisine en emin bir bicimde baglayacagmna inandiklar dile getirilmistir.
Dayanak noktasinin ve hareket kaynaginin Kur’an-1 Kerim oldugu
belirtilerek bu alanda yapilacak ¢aligmalara Almanya’nin destek olabilecegi
ifade edilmistir. Bunun yapilabilmesinin miimkiin oldugu, dini kitaplar
iizerinde yiizlerce yil siiren ¢aligma gelenegine ve altyapiya sahip olduklari
hatirlatilmistir. Hristiyan teologlarin “Ahd-i Atik ve Cedid-i Atik”in giivenilir
bir metnini ortaya c¢ikarabilmek icin uzun siiren, zahmetli bir calismaya
imza attiklar dile getirilmistir.® Bir anlamda Alman teologlarin da ve bilim
insanlariin da “metin kritigi” yapabilme yeteneginin oldugu beyan edilmistir.

Ancak Islam diinyasinda, doguda “metin kritigi” yapmaya iliskin
caligmalarin o gine kadar tam olarak yapilamadigi, bu “modern ilim
anlayisi”na uygun davranilmadigi dile getirilmistir. Bu baglamda yapilan ilk
caligmanin ise yukarida ifade edilen, Kral I. Fuad’in tesvikiyle hazirlanilan
Kur’an-1 Kerim oldugu 6nemle vurgulanmistir. Fakat bdyle bir caligma
yapmanin, “sahih bir Kur’an metni” olusturmanin da zorlugu dile getirilmis,
“filolojik bakimdan sahih bir Kur 'an metni”>® meydana getirmek i¢in ¢aligan,
Uluslararas1 Oryantalistler Kongresi’nde bu konunun tartisilmasi isteyen
Alman bilim insaninin 6ldiriildiigi ifade edilmistir.

54 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.18.
55 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.19.
56 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.19.
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Dr. Oluf Kiirkmann tarafindan yapilan bu tespitlerin ardindan, Almanya’nin
genis dlgekte Islam diinyasina ve Misir’a ydnelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasmnin
temel nedeni ortaya konulmustur. Bu politikanin baslica amacimin; Itilaf
Devletleri’nin Almanya aleyhinde yaratmaya calistig1 antipatiyi, olumsuz
durumlar1 ve havay1 degistirmek, Islam diinyasinda Avrupa’ya kars1 koklesmis
diismanca disiinceyi ortadan kaldirmak, bu sayede Misir’da Almanya’ya
yonelik dostane bir hava olusturmak oldugu ifade edilmistir. Misir’a yonelik
niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasinda takip edilecek yol da ortaya konulmustur. Bu
yapilirken “dogrudan dogruya ferdlere tevecciih etmek (yonelmek) en iyi ve
dogru bir hareket olur’ denilerek merkeze insanin, kisilerin alinmasi geregi
ortaya konulmustur. Bunun nedeni olarak da Misirlilarin, dogu toplumlarimin
tiimii gibi biitlin yeni ve parlak seylere baktiklarindan, “mahirane bir
sekilde yapilacak ferdi propagandaya” ¢ok uygun olmalar1 gosterilmistir.
Ayrica Misirlilari, Tirkler gibi soguk kanlilikla yorum ve degerlendirme
yapamadiklari, garip fikirlere sahip olduklar1 ve abartiya kagmalarinin da goz
onlinde bulundurulmasi istenilmistir. Bu abartili durumun olumsuz y6niiniin
Itilaf Devletleri’nin zehirleyici propagandalariyla olusmasi, olumlu tarafinin
ise “Almanya’min teknik bakimdan bir mucizeler diyari” olarak sayilmasi,
Ingilizlerin “sikistirma politikasiyla™ ortaya ¢ikan efsaneye dayanmasi oldugu
ifade edilmistir.

Yukarida dile getirilen temel neden ve varilmak istenilen amag
dogrultusunda Dr. Oluf Kiirkmann tarafindan Misir’a yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir
politikasi baglaminda yapilmasi gereken ¢alismalar iizerinde durulmustur. Bu
caligmalarin basinda; Ortadogu’nun, hatta Hindistan ve Afrika’nin mukaddes
kitabi olan Kur’an-1 Kerim’in hem bilimsel hem de teolojik ihtiyaglara cevap
verecek sekilde ortaya konulmasi gerektigi ifade edilmistir. Bir anlamda, Misir
ve diger Islam diinyasinda niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasmnin basartya ulasabilmesi
icin Ortadogu’da, Afrika’da ve Hindistan’daki Miisliimanlar tarafindan kabul
gorecek bir Kur’an metni veya tefsiri ¢alismasimin yapilmasi ilk énemli is
olarak goriilmiistiir. Bunun yapilmasi halinde Almanya’nin Misir’da ve Islam
diinyasinda “emsalsiz bir seref ve sarsiimaz bir mevki (konum)® elde edecegi
beyan edilmistir. Bu sayede Almanya ile ¢cok zayif iligkisi olan ve herhangi
bir nedenden dolay1 iliskiye ge¢cmis ancak bunu devam ettirmeyen Miisliiman
tilkelerin hepsiyle genis bir sekilde iliski yolunun agilacagi belirtilmistir.
Ayrica bdyle bir ¢aligmanin yapilmasimin; Islami geleneklerin halen giiglii
oldugu islam diinyasinin Avrupa’nin niifuz ve etkilerine karsi az ¢ok etkili
bir sekilde karsi durus sergilemeleri halinde, bu iilkelere “ayak basmak”

57 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.22.
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istenildigi zaman, onlara 6zel sekillerle, fikirlerle, telakkilerle (anlayislarla)
donanmis olarak gitmek gerektigi de dile getirilmistir.

Yapilmasi gereken ikinci is olarak; Arap dili ve edebiyati, bu dille yapilmis
eski ve yeni kaynaklarla ile ilgili ¢aligmalara biiyiik oranda hiz verilmesi ifade
edilmistir. Bir bakima niifuz kurulmak istenilen bolgenin ve iilkenin temel
dilinin bilinmesi tavsiye edilmistir. Bunun yapilmasinin yalniz Arap kiiltir
diinyasin1 Almanya’ya tanitmak i¢in degil ayni zamanda Miisliimanlara
onlarin problemleri ve ¢oziimleri i¢in Almanya’nin gdsterdigi samimi ilgiyi
gostermesi bakimindan da 6nemli olacagi vurgulanmustir.>

Eski Misir kiiltlirliniin  arastirilmasi, bu baglamda eserlerin ortaya
konulmasi, Misir’a yonelik niifuz ve kiltiir politikast kapsaminda yapilmasi
gereken iciincii is olarak ifade edilmistir. Bu kapsamda; eski donemlere
ve eserlere yonelik aragtirmalarin Tiirkiye’deki gibi Misir’da da gelistigi
belirtilmistir. Ancak Misir’daki sartlarin Tiirkiye’den biraz farkli oldugu
dile getirilmistir. Misir’da Islam medeniyeti ve kiiltiirii yaninda Kiptilerin
yani Hristiyan Misirlilarin da kiiltiir ve medeniyetinin oldugu, Kiptilerin
milli kiiltiirleri igerisinde eski Misir kiiltiiriiniin unsurlarint baridirdiklari
hatirlatilmistir.®® Bu nedenle, Kiptilerin eski Misir kiiltiiriinii kendi tarihlerinin
basia koyma egiliminde olduklari, bunun da son zamanlarda moda héline
geldigi ifade edilmistir. Bunun da Ejiptoloji’nin (Misiroloji) Misir halki
arasinda yayginlasmasina neden oldugu belirtilmistir. Tiirkiye’de oldugu
gibi Misir’da da agirlikli olarak Avrupalilar tarafindan yapilan eski ¢aga
iligkin, tek tek kisiler baglamindaki aragtirmalara devam edilmekle birlikte, o
iilkelerde karsilasilan zorluklar nedeniyle bu calismalarin saglikli bir sekilde
yiiriitiilemedigi ifade edilmistir. Bu zorluklarin da daha ¢ok Islam iilkelerindeki
bilimsel arastirma ve c¢alisma yontemlerinden kaynaklandigi, bu yiizden
Almanya’nin bu konularda misyon iistlenmesi gerektigi dile getirilmistir.

Bu konuda Fransizlarin ve Ingilizlerin daha fazla c¢aliyma yaptiklari,
yapmaya devam ettikleri belirtilerek Fransiz Jean-Frangois Champollion®
tarafindan 1802 yilinda Hiyeroglifierin desifre edilmesinin ardindan buiilkelerin
Misir ile daha fazla ilgilenmeye, kiiltiir politikas1 takip etmeye basladiklar
ifade edilmistir. Bu baglamda Fransizlarin ve Ingilizlerin siyasal nedenlerle
kendilerine agik olan Misir’da arkeolojik ylizey arastirmalari, kazilar yaptiklari,
bu sekilde Ejiptoloji (Misiroloji) alaninda kendilerine iistiinliik sagladiklar

59 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.20.

60 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.20.

61 Jean-Frangois Champollion, Fransa’nin giiney batisinda yer alan Figeac kentinde 23 Eyliil 1790°da
dogmustur. Fransa’nin en énemli filoloji ve dogu (orient) uzmanlarindan biridir. Calismalarini 6zel-
likle Misir hiyeroglifleri tizerine yogunlagtirmistir. Champollion 4 Mart 1832°de Fransa’nin baskenti
Paris’te yasamini yitirmistir.

Ortadogu
Etidetleri

139



Tahir KODAL

dile getirilmistir.** Ejiptoloji (Misiroloji) arastirmalarinda Almanlarin yapinin
baslica filoloji ¢alismalarindan ibaret oldugu, bu ¢alismalarinda bir olgunluga
dogru ulagtig1 belirtilmistir. Bu kapsamda hazirlanan ve Kral I. Fuad’a sunulan
eski Misir dili hakkindaki s6zliigiin 6nemli bir ¢alisma oldugu hatirlatilmistir.
Bu ¢alismalarin sonrasinda, Fransiz ve Ingilizlerin yapmis oldugu ¢alismalara
ve gostermis olduklar1 gayretlere ragmen Misir Egitim Bakanliginin yurt
disina gondermis oldugu ogrencilerden Berlin Universitesi'nde Felsefe
Doktorasi yapmalarini istedigi ifade edilmistir.

Ejiptoloji’nin (Misiroloji) iginde Misir arkeolojisinin de yer aldig1, kazilarin
bu kapsamda gerceklestirildigi, filoloji ve arkeolojinin Tiirkiye’dekinin aksine
birbirinden ayrilmadig: dile getirilmistir. Bunun en 6nemli nedeni olarak
Asuroloji’nin Siimerler, Akadlar, Asuriler, Elamlar, Hitiler, Chaldlar gibi
pek c¢ok kiiltiir dairesini i¢cinde bulundurmamasi gosterilmistir. Ejiptoloji’de
(Masiroloji) ise tek bir milletin tarih ve kiiltliriiniin arastirildigi, incelendigi
ve bu konu iizerinde calisan uzmanlar arasinda bu konuda herhangi bir
anlagsmazligin olmadig dile getirilmistir.®*

Dr. Oluf Kiirkmann tarafindan, Tiirk 6grencilere nasil davraniliyorsa
Misirhi 6grencilere de ayni sekilde davranilmasi istenilmistir. Bu sekilde
yetisen Misirli 6grencilerin {ilkelerine dondiiklerinde, “Kahire 'deki kiirsiileri
ve direktor (miidiir) makamlarint eline gegirecegi”* ifade edilmistir. Daha
sonra bunun da Misir-Almanya iliskilerinin gelismesini saglayacagi dile
getirilmistir. Ancak Almanya’ya gelen Misirli 6grencilerin, Tiirk 6grencilerden
cesitli bakimlardan ayrildiklarma dikkat cekilmis, bir anlamda ona gore
davranilmasi istenilmistir. Misir’dan gelen veya getirilecek Ogrencilerin
Tiirk ogrenciler gibi “makul zihniyette” olmadigi, biitiin Avrupa kaynakl
teknolojik gelismeler, degerler, unsurlar karsisinda Tiirklerden daha fazla
“vabanculik hissettikleri” belirtilmistir. Bunda cografyanin etkisinin olmasi
kadar Misirh 6grencilerin Islamiyet’in etkisiyle olusmus olan “fikri ve ruhi”
durumlarinin siirekli olarak hissedildigi, genellikle ortiilii bir sekilde yine de
etkisini gosterdigi ifade edilmistir. Bunlara ek olarak, Misir’in Fransa’nin ve
Ingiltere nin niifuzunda kalmasi, bu etkinin sadece “kiiltiir cilasr”® seklinde
olmadig1, ¢ok giiglii bir etki halinde bulundugu ifade edilmistir.

Misir’a yonelik takip edilecek niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasinda yapilmasi
gerekenler siralamasinda son olarak Misir’n Ingiliz ve Fransiz niifuzuna karst
yapacagi miicadelede, bagimsizlik siirecinde desteklenmesi, Misir’in yaninda

62 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.20.
63 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.21.
64 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.21.
65 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.22.
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durulmasi ifade edilmistir. Misir’in bir “hiirriyet ve istiklal hareketi” igine
girdigi dile getirilmistir. Bunun da Alman niifuz politikalar1 i¢in uygun bir
zemin hazirladigi belirtilmigtir. Misir’in kendisi i¢in drnek olusturabilecek
bir Avrupali millet arayisi igerisinde bulundugu tespiti yapilmistir. Ulkeyi
Ingiliz ve Fransiz niifuzundan kurtarmak, ozgiirlige ve bagimsizliga
kavugturmak isteyen Misirli aydinlari, her ne kadar Tiirkiye’yi Ornek
olarak gormeleri hatirlatilsa da bu hedeflere ulagsmanin sartlarinin Misir’da
Tiirkiye’dekinden farkli oldugu, sartlarin uygun olmadig: dile getirilmistir.*
Boylece Almanya’nin “Miisliiman sarka agilan bir kapr” olarak goriilen
Misir’a yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikas1 baglaminda yapilmasi gerekenler
ortaya konulmus, bir anlamada Hitler Almanyasi’nin bu politikalar1 hayata
gecirmesi istenilmistir.

SONUC

Hitlerin 1934 yilinda tam anlamiyla iktidar1 eline almasinin ardindan,
Almanya yeniden hayat sahasi (Lebensraum) olusturma ve bir Diinya Giicii
(Weltmacht) olma politikasina donmiistii. Bu politikalar ¢ergevesinde,
Almanya’nin kurulusundan itibaren takip etmis oldugu “doguya dogru”
politikas1 baglaminda, yeniden diinya iletisiminde hayati Oneme sahip
stratejik bir baglant1 noktasi olan Ortadogu’ya yonelmistir. Bu yonelisin en
onemli nedeninin Adolf Hitler’in I. Diinya Savasi’nda yenilen Almanya’nin,
Ortadogu’da, Ingiltere ve Fransa ile karsilastirildigi zaman, ekonomik ve
politik niifuz agisindan oldukga geride kaldigimi fark etmis olmasi oldugu
anlagilmistir. Bu nedenle, Nazi uzmanlar1 Ortadogu, Araplar, Islamiyet,
Araplarin ve Islam gii¢lerinin sahip olduklar1 potansiyeller hakkinda da
incelemeler yaptiklar fark edilmistir.

Almanya’nin  Ortadogu’ya yonelik niifuz politikasinda ekonomik
propagandanin ve aracglarin yetersiz kalacaginin bilinciyle, ekonomik
genisleme faaliyetini kiiltiir propagandasi ve kiiltiirel genisleme ile birlikte
yapmast gerektigini kavradigi, c¢alismalarini bu alanlara yonlendirdigi,
bu cer¢evede caligmalarda bulundugu tespit edilmistir. Hatta Almanlarin
kiiltiir propagandasinin ekonomik propagandaya gore daha etkili oldugunu
kavradiklar1 gézlemlenmistir. Almanlar1 ilgilendiren ve kendilerine 6zgii bir
kiiltiir olusturmak tizere bu {iilkelerdeki kiiltiir propagandasinin, ekonomik
propagandayla desteklendigi goriilmiistiir. Ortadogu’daki niifuz ve kiiltiir
politikasinin yonteminin de ortaya konuldugu anlasilmis; dnce Ortadogu’da
Alman kiiltiirtiniin uyulmasi, kabul edilmesi gereken bir drnek kiiltiir olarak

66 BCA, 030.10.1.231.558.9.22.
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sunulmasinin, zorlama yapilmamasinin ve daha sonra da Ortadogu’daki
iilkelerde yasayan insanlara Alman kiiltiirinlin benimsetilmesinin 6nemli
oldugu tespit edilmistir.Hitlerin iktidara gelmesinin ardindan Almanya’nin
Ortadogu’ya yonelik takip etmis oldugu niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasinda dikkate
alman ilk tilkenin Tirkiye oldugu anlagilmistir. Bu nedenle bilim insanlar1
tarafindan hazirlanan rapordailk olarak Tiirkiye’den s6z edildigi fark edilmistir.
Bu durumun, Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikalarinda
Tiirkiye’ye 6nem vermesinin bir gostergesi olarak ifade edilebilir. Bu yiizden,
bu 6nem verisin nedenlerinin raporda siralandigi gortilmistiir. Tiirkiye nin
jeopolitik konumu, yukarida dile getirilen tarihi siirecte iki iilke arasinda
yasananlarin yaninda, ilk énemli neden olarak dile getirtilmistir. Tiirkiye,
Almanya tarafindan kendilerini On Asya’ya ve Misir’a baglayan bir koprii
olarak goriilmustiir. Ayrica zihniyet ve dini hassasiyet gibi konulardaki bazi
farklara ragmen Islam diinyasinin Gazi Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk Tiirkiyesi’ni
“Onder bir devlet” sayip, O’na itibar ve hlirmet gostermesinin bir diger
neden oldugu dile getirilmistir. Bir baska neden olarak da Tirkiye’nin, dini
islerde haiz oldugu ve hilafet miiessesesine dayanan o6nderlik mevkiini, yani
dogulularin hissiyatina gére manevi ve ruhani gii¢ ve niifuzunu terk ederek
komsulart {izerinde bir etki ve niifuz tesisine kalkismadan milli bir devlet
olmasi ve politika takip etmesinin gosterildigi fark edilmistir.

Tiirkiye’deki bilim ve Kkiiltiir alanindaki durum ortaya konulduktan
sonra raporlarda Almanya i¢in bazi tespitlerin yapildigi, sonuglara varildig
goriilmistiir. Bu tespitlerin; “Tiirklerin kendi kiiltiir ve tarihlerine siddetli
bir aldka duyduklari, bu isi basarmak i¢in kudret ve kabiliyetlerinin noksan
oldugu” seklinde ifade edildigi anlasilmistir. Bir anlamda Tiirkiye nin bu
alandaki eksikligine vurgu yapilarak Almanya’nin Tiirkiye’ye yonelik niifuz
ve kiiltiir politikalarinda tarih aragtirmalarina destek vermesi, tarih biliminin
aktif bir sekilde kullanilmasi 6nerilmistir. Alman kiiltiir politikasinin sadece
egitim politikasiyla basariya ulasamayacagi, Almanya’nin Tiirkiye’ye yonelik
niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasinin basartya ulagabilmesi icin Almanya’nin gérevinin
yalnizca uzmanlik gerektiren bilgileri 6gretmek, uzman yetistirmek olmadigi,
ayn1 zamanda her seyden dnce giizel sanatlar iizerinde karsilikli calismalari
ilerletmek ve gelistirmek oldugu 6nemle vurgulanmistir.

Hitler Almanyasi’nin Ortadogu’daki niifuz ve kiiltiir politikalarinda 6nem
vermis olduklar1 tilkelerden birinin de Misir oldugu anlasilmistir. Misir, Alman
bilim insanlar1 veya Almanlar tarafindan “Miisliiman Sarka (Doguya) a¢ilan
bir kapr” olarak goriilmiistlir. Almanya’nin Misir’a yonelik takip edecegi niifuz
ve kiiltiir politikasinin nedenleri ortaya konulmadan once, niifuz ve kiiltiir
politikalarin1 hayata gegirmek i¢in gayret gosterdikleri Tiirkiye ile Misir’in
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karsilagtirmasiin yapildigi, Misir’a iliskin bir takim tespitlere yer verildigi,
Ozellikle Fransizlarin yapmig olduklari ¢aligmalardan s6z edildigi, yorum ve
degerlendirmelerde bulunuldugu tespit edilmistir. Bu baglamda; Tiirkiye’ nin
yaninda Misir’in, On-Asya’da kesin bir rol oynadig1 belirtilmistir. Ancak bu iki
iilkenin fikri ve manevi alanda birbirine kars1 zit, ters bir durumda bulundugu
dile getirilmistir. Tiirkiye’nin Avrupa’daki 6rnegine gdre modernlesmenin
temsilcisi, Misir’in ise “Islam’in ve Islam Orthodoxie’sinin melce (s1gmag:)
ve istinatgdhi (dayanagi)” oldugu ifade edilmistir. Misir hakkinda yapilan
analiz ve degerlendirmelerin, Tiirkiye’den farkli olarak, daha ¢ok ve 6zellikle
“dini sahaya” iligkin oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bunun en 6nemli nedeni olarak da
Islamiyet hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmadan Misir’in taninamayacaginin farkina
varildig1 anlagilmistir.

Misir’a yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasi baglamimda Almanya’nin
yapmasi gerekenlerin de ortaya konuldugu fark edilmistir. Bu ¢alismalarin
basinda; Ortadogu’nun, hatta Hindistan ve Afrika’nin mukaddes kitab1 olan
Kur’an-1 Kerim’in hem bilimsel hem de teolojik ihtiyaglara cevap verecek
sekilde ortaya konulmasi ifade edilmistir. Bir anlamda, Misir ve diger
Islam diinyasinda niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasinin basariya ulasabilmesi igin
Ortadogu’da, Afrika’da ve Hindistan’daki Miisliimanlar tarafindan kabul
gorecek bir Kur’an metni veya tefsiri ¢alismasinin yapilmasi ilk énemli is
olarak gortlmistiir. Bundan bagka; Arap dili ve edebiyati, bu dille yapilmis
eski ve yeni kaynaklarla ile ilgili ¢calismalara biiyiilk oranda hiz verilmesi
istenilmistir. Bir bakima niifuz kurulmak istenilen bolgenin ve iilkenin temel
dilinin bilinmesinin tavsiye edildigi gortilmiistiir.

Bunun yapilmasmin yalniz Arap kiiltlir diinyasin1 Almanya’ya tanitmak
icin degil, ayn1 zamanda Miisliimanlara onlarin problemleri ve ¢ozlimleri
icin Almanya’nin gosterdigi samimi ilgiyi gostermesi bakimimdan da dnemli
olacagi vurgulanmistir. Eski Misir kiiltlirliniin arastirilmasi, bu baglamda
eserlerin ortaya konulmasinin, Misir’a yonelik niifuz ve kiiltiir politikasi
kapsaminda yapilmas1 gereken tigiincii is olarak ifade edildigi anlagilmistir.
Bu kapsamda yapilmasi gerekenlerden birinin de Misir’dan Almanya’ya gelen
ogrencilere ilgi, 6zen ve kolaylik gosterilmesi oldugunun tespiti yapilmistir.
Misir’a yonelik takip edilecek niifuz ve Kkiiltiir politikasinda yapilmasi
gerekenler siralamasinda son olarak Misir’mn Ingiliz ve Fransiz niifuzuna kars
yapacag1 miicadelede, bagimsizlik siirecinde desteklenmesi, Misir’in yaninda
durulmas1 geregi siyasilere onerilmistir. Biitiin bunlardan sonra Almanya’nin
Ortaogu’ya yonelik takip edecegi niifuz politikasinda kiltiir politikasinin
daha etkili, ucuz, kalicilig1 olan ve uzun vadeli bir yol ve yontem oldugu
anlagilmigtir. Bir anlamda uluslararast iligkilerde son donemlerde adindan sik¢a
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s0z edilen “yumugsak gii¢”in en 6nemli unsurlarindan olan kiiltiir politikasinin
Almanya’nin Ortadogu’ya yonelik niifuz politikasinda 6nemli bir arag olarak
kullanildig: fark edilmistir. Bu nedenle, ad1 gegen gii¢c unsurunun Tiirkiye’nin
de Balkanlar’da, Ortadogu’da, Avrasya’da benzer sekilde kullanilabilecegi,
etkili ve verimli olabilecegi, olumlu sonuglar dogurabilecegi sdylenebilir.
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O0z: 1990’11 yillardan itibaren Avrupa iilkelerinin ortak bir g¢ politikas olustur-
masi1 sonucu Tirkiye’nin de gog politikasini AB miiktesebatina uyumlastirma ¢aba-
lar1 baglamistir. Bu yillarda diizensiz gog ile miicadele Avrupa’nin go¢ politikasinin
temel hedefi olmus bunun sonucunda ise Tiirkiye’nin gog¢ kontrolii konusunda daha
miidahaleci olmasi adina Avrupa iilkelerinden gelen baskilar artmistir. Zira Tirkiye
diizensiz gdogmen alan iilke konumundan bu gé¢menlere gecis alani yaratan bir tilke
konumuna da gelmistir. Avrupa’nin beklentilerine cevap vermek amaci ile Tiirkiye’de
bir dizi kurumsal ve yasal diizenlemeler olusturulmustur. Bu diizenlemelerin ig¢inde
is glici gociline yonelik olarak da bazi kararlar alinmistir. Bu ¢alismada Tiirkiye nin
giincel kalkinma hedefleri dikkate alinarak “siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma” kavrami Tiirki-
ye’nin On Birinci Bes-Yillik Kalkinma Plani baglaminda incelenmistir. Bu analizler
neticesinde son donemde ortaya ¢ikan yeni is alanlari ortaya konularak go¢ ve siirdii-
riilebilir kalkinma kavramlarinin baglantisi ele alinmstir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Siirdiiriilebilir Kalkinma, Is Giicii Gocii, Gog
Politikas1
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Introduction

Ensuring peace and social stability worldwide, social components such
as education, employment, and technological development enable real
economic and social progress to occur. Excessive use of resources poses a
major obstacle to sustainable development. In 1980, in the publication titled
“World Conservation Strategy: Protecting Living Resources for Sustainable
Development,”; it was emphasized future generations'.

An order in which future generations will benefit from today’s opportunities
is possible when social and environmental impacts as well as economic
development are taken into account®. Alongside governments and international
organizations, the role of business will be crucial in mitigating or preventing
the extraordinary global impacts of climate change®.

It is possible to read the importance of sustainable development for
Tiirkiye through the Eleventh Five-Year Development Plan. For this reason,
in this study, sustainable development and job opportunities will be examined
through the development plan, and the legal basis and details of labor migration
to Tiirkiye will be discussed.

Due to this intense migration mobility on a global scale, Castles and Miller
call our current era the “age of migrations™. As a matter of fact, while the
number of immigrants was 154 million in 1990, this number reached 175
million in 2000 and 232 million in 2013. In short, the fact that the number
of immigrants around the world has reached a higher level than ever before
justifies Castles and Miller in calling the current era the “age of migrations”.
Labor migration from Tiirkiye to various Western European countries since the
1960s has positioned Tiirkiye as a sending country in the field of international
migration. However, in recent years, globalization, Tiirkiye’s economic
development, and political and economic developments in neighboring
countries have caused Tiirkiye to become a country of immigration and transit.

However, labor migration from Tiirkiye to abroad continued, and some
changes occurred in this regard. According to the OECD report published
in 2014, Tirkiye is among the top 30 countries sending highly qualified

1 “World Conservation Strategy: Protecting Living Resources for Sustainable Development”, ITUCN-
UNEP-WWF, 1980, 1-10.

2 J. Elkington, “Towards the Sustainable Corporation: Win-Win-Win Business Strategies for Sustainable
Development”. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.2307/41165746. 36(2), 1994, 90-100.

3 “Living Planet Report: Bending The Curve of Biodiversity Loss”. https://www.zsl.org/sites/default/
files/LPR%202020%20Full%20report.pdf. WWE, 2020, 120-125.

4 S. Castles & M. Miller, The Age of Migration: International Population Movements in the Modern
World. London: Macmillan, 1993, 200.
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workforce’. The number of people with higher education who went abroad
from Tiirkiye increased by 82% in 2010 compared to 2000°. In order to create
effective policies on the subject, it is necessary to first determine the current
situation. At this point, it is important to create an up-to-date and reliable
statistical data on high-skilled labor migration.

Methodology

Creating a research plan in a qualitative research process is so important’.
In the study, Turkish and foreign sources (scientific reports, academic
articles, books, papers, etc.) will be used by using Universities, libraries,
and online databases within the scope of source review, theoretical research,
and case studies, which are qualitative research methods®.. In the study,
existing legal regulations on international labor migration to Tiirkiye are
included, and the framework of the article is drawn from the concept of
“sustainable development™. The Eleventh Five-Year Development Plan was
also considered a reflection of this conceptual framework. And the relevant
sources were analyzed through qualitative methods like content analysis.

Eleventh Five-Year Development Plan (2019-2023) and Current
Business Areas

In the eleventh five-year development plan announced in 2019, while
addressing the migration problem, attention is also drawn to sustainability.
In this sense, this development plan is an important reference source for this
study as it combines these two concepts. In this last development plan of
Tiirkiye, issues such as “change in technology and demographic structure,
transformation in economic and social structure in the labor market, and
deterioration in income distribution” were examined under separate headings.
Because these problems are among the factors affecting the development of
the workforce. In this plan, it is emphasized that the digitalization brought

5 OECD, 4 New Profile of Migrants In The Aftermath Of The Recent Economic Crisis, 2014.

6  http://sgb.kulturturizm.gov.tr/TR,50930/istatistikler.html, 2014.

7 Janice M. Morse, & Lyn Richards. “Readme First for a User’s Guide to Qualitative Methods”. Fo-
rum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 5(1), 2002, 28.; J. Creswell,
Arastirma Deseni: Nitel, Nicel ve Karma Yontem Yaklagimlari. Selguk B. Demir vd., (Cev.). Ankara:
Egiten Kitap Yayncilik, 2017, 180-186.

8 J. Creswell, Arastirma Deseni: Nitel, Nicel ve Karma Yontem Yaklagimlar:. Selguk B. Demir vd.,
(Cev.). Ankara: Egiten Kitap Yaymcilik, (2017), 185-187.

9 “Turkiye’de Siirdiiriilebilir Kalkinma Raporu: Gelecegi Sahiplenmek”. Kalkinma Bakanligi, http://
www.surdurulebilirkalkinma.gov.tr/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/1.Gelecegi_Sahiplenmek.pdf.
(Erigim Tarihi : 19/12/2012).
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by technology has eliminated or transformed some business areas, and,
accordingly, new business areas have been opened. In the same plan, attention
was drawn to the aging problem by stating that demographic changes are a
factor affecting international labor migration. Income inequality is also
important in terms of sustainability and employment. However, due to income
inequalities within the country, the middle class has come to the brink of
extinction as high-income earners have become richer and low-income earners
have become poorer, causing the domestic income distribution to deteriorate.
This situation has accelerated migration to urbanized areas within the country.
Income inequality affects all layers of society and makes social harmony, the
sustainability of economic growth, and the effectiveness of public policies
difficult. Policy areas in the Eleventh Five-Year Development Plan are grouped
under three headings: accelerating, ecosystem-improving, and sustainability-
providing policies.
1. Accelerating Policies

e Strong Financial Structure

e Digital Transformation

e Business and Investment Environment

e High Institutional Capacity

e [ ogistics and Energy Infrastructure

e Human Resources

e R&D and Innovation

e Critical Technologies
2. Policies to Improve the Ecosystem
3. Sustainability Policies

It is aimed at ensuring the continuity of long-term foreign financing and
investments by improving the business and investment environment, which
is under the ecosystem improvement policy area. By increasing the qualified
human resources under the sustainability policies, it is aimed at developing
the country’s sustainable production capacity with the contributions of the
workforce to high productivity rates and the investment environment.

Migration Movements Towards Tiirkiye

Migration movements towards Tiirkiye are basically divided into two main
categories. These are: regular migration, consisting of people who come to
Tiirkiye legally for work and education purposes; and irregular migration,
consisting of those who have become irregular by exceeding the duration of
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their work and residence permits; and those who entered the country by taking
advantage of visa exemption and participated in the employment market
unregistered'”.

These are those who use Tiirkiye as a transit country to migrate to developed
Western countries, and asylum seekers, and refugee movements. Since the
main type of migration that the study focuses on is regular labor migration.
The regular migration movements included in the first group will be examined
in the study. However, due to the importance of the subject, irregular migration
movements will also be touched upon. Tiirkiye’s introduction to international
labor migration as a destination country dates back to the 1980s. Since 1975,
Tiirkiye has determined new migration routes. It paved the way for labor
migration to non-European countries. In the 1970s, labor migration to Arab
countries such as Saudi Arabia, Libya, and Iraq increased!!. It should be noted
that migration to Europe has continued its existence by taking new forms
such as family reunification, asylum seekers, refugee migration, and irregular
migration'?,

Since the 1980s, globalization and economic and political changes in
Tiirkiye’s neighboring regions have caused Tiirkiye to be introduced to the
concept of “foreigner”. The inclination of immigrants, or in other words
Foreigners’ attitudes, towards Tiirkiye are closely related to the developments
both within Tiirkiye and in Tiirkiye’s neighboring countries. In the 1980s,
Tiirkiye liberalized its economy in response to globalization and opened its
doors to international capital and goods flows. This development has led
international banks and trading companies to turn to Tiirkiye. In order to
ensure economic development, investment incentive plans have been created,
and particular importance has been given to the development of the tourism
sector. As a result of the investments made in tourism since the 1980s, the
number of tourists, which were 3.5 million in 1998, reached 10 million in
2000, 23 million in 2007, and 37.8 million in 2013. This result made Tiirkiye
the 6th most visited country in the world.

This increase in tourist numbers also increases the visibility of the country
at the international level; it has made Tiirkiye a center of attraction for many
people. Although the arrivals to the country for tourism purposes consist of
temporary visits, there are also people coming to stay in Tiirkiye or to move

10 N. Abadan-Unat, Bitmeyen Gog: Konut Iscilikten Ulusotesi Yurttaghga. istanbul: istanbul Bilgi Uni-
versitesi Yayinlari. 30, 2002.

11 G. Toksoz, Uluslararasi Emek Gogii, [stanbul Bilgi Universitesi Yaylari, Istanbul, 2006.

12 S. Gokbayrak, “Uluslararas: Gog¢ Ve Kalkinma Tartismalari: Beyin Gogii Uzerine Bir Inceleme”, An-
kara SBF Dergisi, 2006, 66-75.
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to another country. However, the entry of foreigners into the country was
encouraged by the flexible visa application introduced in the mid-1990s'.

With the flexible visa regime that started to be implemented in Tiirkiye
during the period when Europe tightened its immigration policies, Russia,
the former Soviet Republic; It is aimed to develop commercial relations
with Arab countries such as Tunisia, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan. By
creating a border visa system; citizens of many countries have been granted
entry visas at border gates and airports. Today, citizens of 117 countries are
exempt from Tirkiye visas or can obtain an e-visa online. In short, it can
be said that Tiirkiye pursued a flexible policy regarding immigration, unlike
European countries in the 90s.

As a result of the flexible visa regime and approaches that encourage
foreigners to come to the country, the phenomenon of irregular migration began
in Tirkiye in the early 2000s, and the search for a common immigration and
asylum policy began in Europe'®. In short, since the early 1990s, Tiirkiye, in
addition to its 30-year-old image as a country of emigration, has also become
a country of immigration and transit. Recently, the country’s ever-growing
economy, the commercial relations it has developed with neighboring countries
and regions, the effects of globalization and the ongoing political instability
in geographies close to Tiirkiye have caused Tiirkiye to become an important
center of attraction for migration movements. However, the country’s lack of
a strict immigration policy has encouraged migration to Tiirkiye. As a result,
migration movements towards Tiirkiye have gradually increased".

Labor Migration from Abroad to Tiirkiye

Since the 1990s, efforts have begun to harmonize Tiirkiye’s immigration
regime with the EU acquis as a result of European countries wanting to create
a common immigration policy and include neighboring European countries in
this process'®. In these years, combating irregular migration has been the main
goal of Europe’s migration policy, and as a result, pressure from European
countries has increased for Tiirkiye to be more interventionist in migration

13 N. Abadan-Unat, Bitmeyen Go¢: Konut Iscilikten Ulusétesi Yurttashga. Istanbul: istanbul Bilgi Uni-
versitesi Yayinlari. 30, 2002.

14 Ferda Ulutas, Emrah Alkaya & Merve Bogiircii, “A Comparative Analysis Of Turkish And European
Union Environmental Legislation Regarding Cleaner”. (Sustainable) Production Concept. Interna-
tional Journal of Environment And Sustainable Development, 10(3), 2011, 246-266.

15 M. Castells, Ag Toplumunun Yiikselisi. E. Kilig, (Cev.). (Istanbul: Istanbul Bilgi Universitesi Yayinlar1),
97 2015.

16 Deborah Clark Cobb & Marie D. Conrolly, “The World-wide Market for Skilled Migrants: Can Aus-
tralia Compete”. International Migration Review. 31(3), 1997, 670-693.
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control. In order to respond to European expectations, a series of institutional
and legal regulations have been established in Tiirkiye .

In 2005, Tiirkiye’s National Action Plan for the Adoption of the European
Union Acquis in the Field of Asylum and Migration was adopted. The national
action plan in question is a seven-year road map that includes the legal
regulations that need to be put into effect during the harmonization process,
the investments required to complete the administrative structuring and
infrastructure, and the precautions that need to be taken in order to harmonize
Tiirkiye’s asylum and migration legislation and system with the EU acquis'®.

As a result of all the preparations made for the harmonization of Tiirkiye’s
migration legislation with the EU acquis, two importantdevelopments regarding
migration policies have occurred recently. The first one was the signing of the
Readmission Agreement on 16 December 2013. The Readmission Agreement
aims to repatriate people who do not meet the conditions for entry, stay, or
residence in Tiirkiye or one of the EU member states, or who are unable to
meet them, to the relevant country within the framework of the conditions
and rules set out in the Agreement. Turkish citizens have acquired rights
approved by the Tiirkiye-EU partnership law and the decisions of the Court
of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) based on this law and the courts of
the member states. These rights regulate the situation of Turkish citizens who
want to benefit from the freedom to establish a business, or provide services,
and work as workers in EU countries. All Turkish citizens will benefit from
the visa exemption provided by the Readmission Agreement. In this context,
Turkish citizens will be able to travel to EU member countries without a visa
for up to three months.

Regulations regarding the employment of immigrants in Tirkiye’s
national legislation are regulated by Law No. 4817 on Work Permits for
Foreigners'". The concept of immigrant does not exist in Turkish national
legislation. Instead, the definition of a foreigner is used. In the 3rd article titled
“Definitions” of Law No. 4817 on Work Permits for Foreigners, a foreigner
is defined as a person who is not considered a Turkish citizen according to the
Turkish Citizenship Law.

Three types of work permits are given to foreigners in Tiirkiye: temporary,
indefinite, and independent. Foreigners applying for a temporary work permit

17 H. De Haas, “International Migration, Remittances and Development: Myths and Facts”. Third World
Quarterly, 26(8), 2005, 1272-1284.

18 Richard H. Adams, “International Migration, Remittances and The Brain Drain”, Washington D.C.
World Bank Policy Research Working Papers, 3069, 2003.

19 Tugge Nakhoul, “Uluslararasi isgiicii Gogii ve Tiirkiye”. (Uzmanlk Tezi: Calisma Ve Sosyal Giivenlik
Bakanlig), 2014, 55-65.
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must have an employer willing to employ them. A temporary work permit
is given by investigating whether there is a Turkish citizen with the same
qualifications for this job in the labor market. The duration of these permits is
one year at most®.

In short, it can be said that Tiirkiye’s migration policies run parallel to
the negotiations with the EU, and the policies mostly cover the fight against
irregular migration and regulations regarding refugees. It should be noted
that Tiirkiye has not established a well-planned migration policy to date.
In the coming periods, the Migration Policies Board established within the
Ministry of Internal Affairs will review the Readmission Agreement signed
by Tiirkiye, which is both a receiving and sending country. Having regard
also to obligations under the UN Convention on Migrant Workers and other
Conventions on human rights and migrants, it is important to create policies
that both respond to the needs of the labor market and offer effective protection
to migrant workers’ rights.

As areceiving country, one of the important issues that Tiirkiye has recently
focused on within the scope of international labor migration is supporting
high-skilled labor migration. As stated above, regulations on this issue have
also been made in Law No. 6.458. Supporting high-skilled labor migration
was also included in the Tenth Five-Year Development Plan (2014-2018).
Migrant workers went to the countries where they worked temporarily within
the scope of contracts spanning several years, and many of them returned
to Tiirkiye when their employment contracts ended and went back to these
countries after a while with similar contracts.

In the plan, it is stated that the increasing demand for qualified labor
around the world and the freer movement of the workforce offer various
opportunities for Tiirkiye. It was emphasized that encouraging brain drain
to Tirkiye, especially from the countries in the region, in needed areas will
increase the qualified manpower resources in the country and make a positive
contribution to its growth potential. It has been determined as a target for
Tiirkiye to become a center of attraction in the fields of education and health
and to benefit from international mobility to the maximum extent. However, a
road map has not been determined in this regard.

Information on international migration flows and stocks in Tiirkiye is created
between various institutions, and the data are not always compatible with
each other. There are also deficiencies in information regarding international
migration flows?'. Administrative data on labor migration movements abroad

20 Ahmet i¢duygu, Kentler ve Gég, istanbul Bilgi Universitesi Yaymlari, Istanbul, 2012.
21 Reginald T. Appleyard, “Migration and Development: Myths and Reality,” International Migration
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and work permits issued to foreigners, excluding exceptions, are recorded
by the Ministry of Labor and Social Security??. However, these data do not
provide numerical data for all foreigners in the employment market. As a
result, there is not enough information about the total number of foreigners
in the employment market and the sectors in which these foreigners work?®.
In 2011, the number of foreigners with residence permits in Tiirkiye was
220.000. 11% of the permits given to foreigners were given for employment
purposes, and 17% were given for education purposes. Work permits were
given to 17.368 people in 2011 and 32,272 people in 2012. There was an 85%
increase in work permits issued to foreigners in 2012 compared to 2011,

The Circular published by the General Directorate of Security on 7 June
2012, regarding foreigners violating Visa or Residence has a major share in
this increase. According to the Circular, it is stated that all foreigners who do
not have any objectionable conditions in Tiirkiye, regardless of the duration
of the visa or residence violation, will be given a residence permit valid for
up to 6 months if they pay the fees and penalties arising from the visa and
residence violation. After the publication of the Circular in question, there
was an increase in work permit applications from employers who employ
unregistered immigrant women, especially in home and care services.

In 2013, 45,836 people were given work permits, an increase of 40%
compared to 2012. The top ten countries in terms of work permits given to
foreigners are Georgia (8,437), Ukraine (3,610 people), People’s Republic
of China (3,379 people), Turkmenistan (2,715 people), Russian Federation
(2,455 people), Moldova (1,825 people), Uzbekistan (1,709 people). Germany
(1,249 people) and Azerbaijan (1,227 people)®. The sectors where foreigners
work most are domestic services, accommodation, education, construction of
outdoor structures, air transportation, wholesale trade, retail trade, creative arts,
and entertainment activities. Thousands of foreign nationals, whose numbers
are rapidly increasing, come to Tiirkiye; Its participation in the employment
market shows that the vitality of the Turkish economy has increased in a way
that will attract foreign labor and immigrants. There is an increase in the
number of foreign students in Tiirkiye. In the 2011-2012 academic year, 8.400
students were accepted into the country; thus, the total number of students

Review, 23(3), 1989, 488-493.

22 Fazil Aydin. Uluslararas: Isgiicti Anlagmalari, Calisma ve Sosyal Giivenlik Bakanhigi, 7, Ankara,
2014; Ahmet i¢duygu, Kentler ve Gég, Istanbul Bilgi Universitesi Yayinlari, Istanbul, 2012, 1-7.

23 Reginald T. Appleyard, “Migration and Development: Myths and Reality,” International Migration
Review, 23(3), 1989, 486-490.

24 http://sgb.kulturturizm.gov.tr/TR,50930/istatistikler.html, 2014.

25 http://sgb.kulturturizm.gov.tr/TR,50930/istatistikler.html, 2014.
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reached 31.900. It would not be wrong to say that Tiirkiye has become a target
for thousands of students in recent years®.

Approximately 920.000 irregular immigrants have been caught in Tiirkiye
in the last 17 years?. It is estimated that irregular immigrants mostly work
in the agricultural sector and domestic services in the Black Sea region.
However, there is no clear information on the number of irregular immigrants
in the employment market.

Results

Currently, labor migration movements and policies in economically
developed countries are largely shaped by the skill demands of the labor market.
The labor market needs more qualified employees every day; the distribution
of skills in labor markets is also shifting towards high-skill occupations
such as healthcare, science, technology, mathematics, and engineering. The
shortage of skilled labor in these professions directs the policies of developed
countries®

Another development in the immigrant profile is the increase in the number
of women participating in migration movements. Considering that women
are a vulnerable group, the issue of protecting the rights of migrant workers
becomes more urgent. Another group that is becoming increasingly important
in international labor migration movements is international students. Today,
foreign students, whose numbers are increasing, especially in developed
countries, are accepted as a highly skilled workforce to meet the needs of the
employment market.

Discussion and Conclusion

With globalization, the increase in interaction between countries and
technological developments in the fields of communication and transportation
have caused millions of people to be involved in the migration process
and international migration to develop in different directions. Migration
movements have accelerated and grown in volume due to the injustices in
economic income distribution around the world, political conflicts, and
globalization. Countries that have been positioned as source or destination
countries in the migration process until now have become both source

26 OECD, International Migration Outlook, 2013, 75-85.
27 http://www.icisleri.gov.tr/default.icisleri_2.aspx?id=8377, 2014.
28 OECD, International Migration Outlook, 2013.
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and destination countries at the same time and have moved into a bilateral
position. Tiirkiye, which was a labor -sending country in the recent past, has
now become a country that accepts foreign labor and is used as a transit route
by transit immigrants. As a result, international migration has become an
increasingly important phenomenon today.

According to OECD and United Nations predictions, the population will
begin to decrease in the most economically developed regions of the world
as of 2020, and the young population of industrialized countries will be
most affected by this decrease”. Despite the positive net migration that has
continued since 2020, especially in European countries; it is estimated that
death rates will be higher than birth rates and the population will subsequently
decrease rapidly.

The decline in the dynamic population of European countries; while the
share of the young population in the total population will decrease, it will
result in an increase in the share of the elderly population, and this will affect
the labor markets. Depending on the aging trend of the population, the demand
for immigrants will increase in industrialized countries to compensate for the
labor force loss, and competition between developed countries for highly
qualified immigrants will increase. Another development in international
labor migration is that migration movements do not only take place from
underdeveloped or developing countries, called southern countries, to
developed countries, called northern countries. In recent years, a mobile
population has formed, moving from north to south and south to south, and
the route of migration has changed.

In general, countries receiving immigration implement strict and selective
immigration policies. In these policies, a clear distinction is made between
skilled and unskilled labor. In addition to responding to labor market needs,
labor migration is also aimed at supporting economic development and
not imposing a financial burden on countries in terms of social assistance.
Developed countries that receive immigrants impose restrictions on the
duration of immigrants’ stay in the country with their policies. They take
all kinds of precautions to prevent them from remaining permanent in the
country. These measures have recently been embodied by the phenomenon
of circular migration, scoring systems, quotas, and numerical limitations.
In this context, the creation of temporary work, especially for low-skilled
immigrants, has become one of the important policy practices of countries. In
addition, developed countries that receive immigration support the migration

29 OECD, 4 New Profile of Migrants in The Aftermath Of The Recent Economic Crisis, 2014.
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of investors, entrepreneurs, successful international students, and highly
qualified workforces. They are pursuing targeted and controlled migration
policies to meet the labor force deficit, which will increase further in the
coming years, and the skill gaps that will arise in certain professions.

Recently, the phenomenon of international migration has had an important
placein Ttrkiye, as inmost developed countries. As aresult of intense migration
movements towards the country, attempts have been made, albeit delayed, to
harmonize the migration regime with the policies and practices valid around
the world. As examined in the third part of the study, many legal regulations
have been made on this subject recently. However, practices that support
economic development and do not reduce the employment opportunities of
the local workforce have not yet been fully established.

Tiirkiye needs to develop a labor migration policy compatible with the
employment market, as in other developed countries that receive immigration.
However, taking into account the demographic changes that will occur in
developed countries and the commercial and economic relations that Tiirkiye
has developed with neighboring countries; possible migration movements
from Tiirkiye to abroad should be taken into account and effective policies
should be created to manage labor migration.
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Introduction

“Kurds will not divide Tiirkiye, but Tiirkiye will grow with the Kurds!””!
This statement constituted the main motto of the resolution process (2013-
2015), which was a policy initiative developed by the Justice and Development
Party (Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi-AK Party) and which aimed to end the PKK
violence and resolve the Kurdish question in Tiirkiye through peaceful means.

On March 21, 2013, a letter written by Abdullah Ocalan, the jailed leader
of the PKK (Kurdistan Workers’ Party-PKK) terrorist organization, was read
out loud by the representatives of the Peace and Democracy Party (Baris ve
Demokrasi Partisi-BDP) during the Nevruz celebrations in Diyarbakir, a
Kurdish majority city in southeastern Tiirkiye. In his letter, Ocalan called for
a unilateral ceasefire, the withdrawal of the PKK militants from Tiirkiye and
the declaration of the beginning of a new era where “guns shall be silenced
and thoughts and ideas shall speak” (Democratic Progress Institute, 2013).2
Although this was identified as the starting point of Tiirkiye’s resolution
process, it was in fact the product of a series of events dating back to 2005.

In 2005, in a speech in the city of Diyarbakir, then Prime Minister Tayyip
Erdogan declared Tiirkiye’s Kurdish question as his own problem and stated
that this problem could only be resolved by further democracy.’ After this
declaration, the AK Party government’s first major initiative regarding the
Kurdish question came with the Kurdish Opening, which started in 2009 and
was later renamed as first the “Democratic Opening” and then the “National
Unity and Brotherhood Project”. Although the details of this policy were
never publicly revealed, it aimed at ending PKK terrorism in the country and
resolving the Kurdish question through peaceful means. However, a few
months after the Kurdish Opening started, this policy created a nationalist
backlash and lost pace. Yet, it was later brought to light that despite the
negative reaction to the Kurdish Opening among the nationalist circles of the
country, the representatives of Tiirkiye’s National Intelligence Organization
(Milli Istihbarat Teskilati-MIT) continued contacts with some of the top
figures of the PKK. It was not until after the 2011 elections that the process
of dialogue was suspended because of a number of violent acts perpetrated by

1 Fadime Ozkan, “Tiirkiye Kiirtlerle Biiyiiyecek,” Star, 6 Subat 2013, https://www.star.com.tr/yazar/
turkiye-kurtlerle-buyuyecek-yazi-725285/

2 “Turkey’s Kurdish Conflict: An Assessment of the Current Process,” Democratic Progress Institute
(November 2013): 31.

3 “Bagbakanin Diyarbakir Konusmasi,” Sabah, 12 Agustos 2005, http://www.sabah.com.tr/

Siyaset/Dosyalar/ 2005/08/12/dosya_basbakanin_diyarbakir konusmasi.

4 Ozlem Kayhan Pusane, “Turkey’s Kurdish Opening: Long-Awaited Achievements and Failed Expec-
tations,” Turkish Studies 15, no. 1 (2014): 81.
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the PKK. Accordingly, the year 2012 turned out to be the most violent year
in Tiirkiye’s struggle against the PKK since the 1990s.> During this period, in
approximately 14 months, more than 700 people were killed.® However, the
increased level of violence gave way to another series of efforts to end the
PKK terrorism in Tiirkiye and resolve the Kurdish question. On December 28,
2012, “Prime Minister Erdogan stated in a TV show that talks between state
officials and Ocalan were going on”.” This announcement was soon followed
by two BDP representatives’ visits to the jailed PKK leader Ocalan at the
Imral1 Island.

Scholars have so far examined Tiirkiye’s resolution process from various
perspectives. Some works have focused on the AK Party government’s rational
and strategic calculations in initiating and maintaining a peace process until
2015, such as the AK Party government’s efforts to consolidate its position in
domestic politics, its willingness to win the votes of Tiirkiye’s Kurds in the
upcoming elections, the government’s goal to play a larger role in the Middle
East, and its need to protect Turkish national security in the face of the Syrian
civil war.® Others have analyzed Tiirkiye’s experience within the framework
of conflict resolution scholarship. These works have mainly discussed to what
extent the conflict in Tiirkiye was ripe for peace when the resolution process
started and in what ways the Turkish experience fulfilled the major criteria
for success in peace processes.’ For example, while Tezciir (2013) and Dilek
and Baysal (2022) argued that there was no mutually hurting stalemate in
2013 and that Tiirkiye’s conditions for ripeness were not at an ideal level at

5 Giines Murat Tezciir, “Prospects for Resolution of the Kurdish Question: A Realist Perspective,” In-
sight Turkey 15, no. 2 (January 2013).

6 Cited in Bill Park, “Turkey’s Multiple Kurdish Dilemmas — Syria, Iraq and At Home; How They are
Related and Where They Might Lead,” Ortadogu Etiitleri 5, no. 1 (July 2013): 43.

7  Cited in Mesut Yegen, “The Kurdish Peace Process in Turkey: Genesis, Evolution and Prospects,”
Working Paper 11 (May 2015): 8.

8  For examples, see Burak Bilgehan Ozpek, The Peace Process between Turkey and the Kurds: Anatomy
of a Failure (New York: Routledge, 2018); Cengiz Candar, Turkey s Mission Impossible: War and Pe-
ace with the Kurds (Lanham: Lexington Books, 2020): 268-271; F. Stephen Larrabee, “Turkey’s New
Kurdish Opening,” Survival 55, no. 5; Yegen, “The Kurdish Peace Process in Turkey”’; Michael Gunter,
“The Turkish-Kurdish Peace Process,” Georgetown Journal of International Affairs 14, no. 1 (Winter/
Spring 2013).

9  For examples, see Mustafa Cosar Unal, “Is it Ripe yet? Resolving Turkey’s 30 Years of Conflict with
the PKK,” Turkish Studies 17, no. 1 (2016); Tezcliir, “Prospects for Resolution of the Kurdish Questi-
on;” Arin Savran, “The Peace Process between Turkey and the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, 2009-2015,”
Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies 22, no. 6 (2020); Bahar Baser and Alpaslan Ozerdem,
“Conflict Transformation and Asymmetric Conflicts: A Critique of the Failed Turkish-Kurdish Peace
Process,” Terrorism and Political Violence 33, no. 8 (2021); Esra Dilek and Basar Baysal, “Peace
Negotiation Process and Outcome: Considering Colombia and Turkey in Comparative Perspective,”
Peacebuilding 10, no. 4 (2022); Musa Akgiil and Cigdem Gorgiin Akgiil, “Beyond Mutually Hurting
Stalemate: Why Did the Peace Process in Turkey (2009-2015) Fail?” Turkish Studies 24, no. 1 (2023).
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that time, making a resolution difficult, scholars such as Unal (2016), Baser
and Ozerdem (2021), and Akgiil and Gorgiin Akgiil (2023) argued that the
initial conditions for ripeness were not sufficient to resolve Tiirkiye’s Kurdish
question. These scholars focused on various aspects of the resolution process,
including its actors, legal framework, as well as its paradigm, to explain how
this policy ended in 2015. This paper examines the resolution process from
another angle and places it within the AK Party’s broader foreign policy vision
and regional strategic calculations. Although some scholars have pointed to
the links between the AK Party government’s efforts to address the Kurdish
question and its foreign policy goals before,!° this paper focuses explicitly on
how the AK Party’s regional objectives, its Kurdish initiatives, and its policies
to engage the regional Kurds were closely intertwined from the mid-2000s
onwards. The paper argues that the 2013-2015 resolution process was not
merely a policy to end an internal conflict in Tiirkiye. Still, it reflected the
government’s endeavor to turn the country into a regional power.

Justice and Development Party’s Foreign Policy Vision

Ahmet Davutoglu, who, until 2016, was one of the most influential foreign
policy figures in the AK Party governments, first as the chief foreign policy
advisor of Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan (2003-2009), then as the Minister
of Foreign Affairs (2009-2014), and finally as Tiirkiye’s Prime Minister (2014-
2016), argues that Tiirkiye has a unique position in the world and thus must
be identified as a central country both in geographical and historical terms.
Geographically, Tiirkiye is “in the midst of Afro-Eurasia’s vast landmass”,
and accordingly, it possesses multiple regional identities. Historically, Tiirkiye
carries the Ottoman heritage, and thus, it is an actor where “diverse Caucasian,
Balkan, Middle Eastern, Iraqi Turcoman, and Anatolian elements” meet.!! Top
AK Party officials also embraced this foreign policy vision from the early
2000s. Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan declared in 2005: “Istanbul is not only
a center combining the, but also a central symbol combining and synthesizing

civilizations”.'?

10 See Goniil Tol, “Turkey’s KRG Energy Partnership,” Foreign Policy, 29 January 2013, https://foreign-
policy.com/2013/01/29/turkeys-krg-energy-partnership/; Omer Tagpinar and Géniil Tol, “Turkey and
the Kurds: From Predicament to Opportunity,” US-Europe Analysis Series no.54, 22 January 2014,
Center on the United States and Europe at Brookings, https://olli.gmu.edu/docstore/600docs/1403-
651-2turkey%20and%20the%20kurds_predicament%20t0%20opportunity.pdf

11 Ahmet Davutoglu, “Turkey’s Foreign Policy Vision: An Assessment of 2007, ” Insight Turkey 10, no.
1 (2008): 79.

12 Quoted in Biilent Aras, “The Davutoglu Era in Turkish Foreign Policy,” Insight Turkey 11, no. 3
(2009): 6.
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According to Davutoglu, during the Cold War era, Tiirkiye was a “wing
country” within the strategic framework of NATO. It had a clearly defined
role in the Western alliance regarding the containment of the Soviet Union.
However, while the end of the Cold War put an end to this clarity and made
Turkish policymakers anxious because of the uncertainties about Tiirkiye’s
future role in world politics, it also “provided Tirkiye with a historic
opportunity to become a global power”.!* This historic opportunity was based
on Tiirkiye’s capacity as a secular and democratic country with a Muslim-
majority population to lead a political transformation in the Middle East,
where state borders were drawn mainly by imperialist powers and thus carried
a strong potential for change.

Davutoglu identified Tiirkiye as a unique regional actor with its Ottoman
past. He argued that Tiirkiye should expand its sphere of influence in its
neighborhood as a leading country in multiple regions. From time to time,
Davutoglu even expressed fear that Tiirkiye would collapse if it did not
consider its pivotal position and enlarge the country’s sphere of influence.'
In a 2012 speech, Davutoglu stated: “Between 2011-2023, we will meet again
with our brothers in those territories from which we have withdrawn or lost
between 1911-1923. We will also reconstruct the international order”.'s

President Tayyip Erdogan’s opening speech in the Grand National
Assembly of Tiirkiye (GNAT) in 2015 gave a similar message to domestic
and international audiences in terms of Tiirkiye’s willingness to expand
its influence in the region, taking advantage of its Ottoman past. Erdogan
explained:

As Tiirkiye, we have always kept and will keep our hearts as well as
our doors open to our brothers in Syria and Iraq, just like we have
done to our brothers in the Balkans, Central Asia, North Africa, and
other regions of Africa and Asia. Our historical past, cultural affinity,
civilizational partnership, and shared humanitarian values with these
brothers are essential for us. Places that we call “Syria and Iraq” today
were geographies that, only a century ago, were not different for us
from Mardin, Diyarbakir, Gaziantep, and Hatay. Seeing those living in
Syria and Iraq as separate from our citizens would embarrass us in the
face of history, and the eyes of our ancestors, and, more importantly,
our martyrs.'®

13 Behliil Ozkan, “Turkey, Davutoglu, and the Idea of Pan-Islamism,” Survival 56, no. 4 (2014): 119.

14 Ibid., 125.

15 Ahmet Davutoglu, “Davutoglu’ndan Sok Ac¢iklamalar,” Yeni¢cag, 22 January 2012, https://www.yeni-
caggazetesi.com.tr/davutoglundan-sok-aciklamalar-62378h.htm.

16 Recep Tayyip Erdogan, “President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Opening Speech for the 25th term, second
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The AK Party government’s efforts to resolve Tiirkiye’s Kurdish question
through peaceful means as well as its policy to improve Tiirkiye’s relations
with the regional Kurds, especially with the Iraqi Kurds, from the mid-2000s
onwards were part of this endeavor to expand Tiirkiye’s power and influence
in the region in connection to the country’s Ottoman heritage. Turkish
policymakers expected that the resolution of the Kurdish question would
provide an immense opportunity for Tiirkiye in foreign policy and strengthen
the country’s hand in its external relations.!”

Ahmet Davutoglu believed Tiirkiye’s new foreign policy vision was
enabled by the domestic transformations that the country started to experience
in the early 2000s. On one hand, Tiirkiye’s increasing economic power and
growing self-confidence under the AK Party’s rule gave Turkish policymakers
the opportunity to act as influential peacemakers in the neighboring regions.'®
On the other hand, the reconciliation of Islam and democracy played an
important role in Tirkiye’s soft power projection in its neighborhood."” Thus,
Tiirkiye acquired the potential to take advantage of its cultural and historical
connections in the region and pursue a proactive foreign policy in the 2000s. In
2013, Davutoglu asserted that Tiirkiye had returned to the lands of the former
Ottoman Empire and that it would play a leading role in creating an order in
these lands. He stated: “Without going to war, we will again tie Sarajevo to
Damascus, Benghazi to Erzurum, and to Batumi”.?

However, Tiirkiye’s prolonged Kurdish question and the PKK violence
were major setbacks for the AK Party officials’ goal to establish Tiirkiye as
a regional power in the former Ottoman territories.2' ibrahim Kalin stated in
2008 that the Kurdish issue “crippled Tiirkiye‘s ambitions to speak confidently
about democracy, transparency, and human rights in the Middle East”.?> As

legislative year of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey,” 1 October 2015, https://www5.tbmm.
gov.tr//develop/owa/td_v2.goruntule?sayfa no ilk=122&sayfa no_son=133&sayfa no=125&v_
meclis=1&v_donem=25&v_yasama_yili=&v_cilt=2&v_birlesim=001.

17 Tagpinar and Tol, “Turkey and the Kurds,” 2.

18 See Rahime Siileymanoglu-Kiiriim, “A New Sector in Turkish Foreign Policy: Mediation,”Bogazi¢i
Journal: Review of Social, Economic and Administrative Studies 25, no. 2 (2011); Doga Ulas Eralp,
ed., Turkey as a Mediator: Stories of Success and Faiure (Lanham: Lexington Books, 2016); Meliha
Benli Altunigik and Lenore G. Martin, “Making Sense of Turkish Foreign Policy in the Middle East
under AKP,” Turkish Studies 12, no. 4 (2011).

19 Aras, “The Davutoglu Era in Turkish Foreign Policy,” 4-5.

20 Quoted in Tilin Daloglu, “Davutoglu Invokes Ottomanism as a New Order for Mideast,” A/-Monitor,
10 March 2013, https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2013/03/turkey-davutologu-ottoman-new-or-
der-mideast.html.

21 Savran, “The Peace Process between Turkey and the Kurdistan Workers’ Party,” 781.

22 Quoted in Henri Barkey, “Turkey’s New Engagement in Iraq: Embracing Iraqi Kurdistan,” United
Stated Institute of Peace, Special Report, no. 237, 10 May 2010, p. 7, https://carnegieendowment.
org/2010/05/10/turkey-s-new-engagement-in-iraq-embracing-iraqi-kurdistan-pub-40773.
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long as this intractable conflict remained and continued to shape Turkish
politics, it would have negative implications for Tirkiye’s relations with
Kurds living inside and outside of Tiirkiye’s borders and constrain Tiirkiye’s
potential to shape regional politics. In other words, Tiirkiye’s Middle East
policy “was held hostage to the Kurdish problem” for a long time, and now
this had to change in order to transform Tiirkiye into a regional power.”®

Within this background, it was no coincidence that the AK Party’s policy to
resolve the Kurdish question through peaceful means and its efforts to improve
Tiirkiye’s relations with the Iraqi Kurds went hand in hand for several years.
After the first high-level direct meeting between Tiirkiye and the Iraqi Kurdish
Regional Government (KRG) took place in 2008, President Abdullah Giil
stated in 2009: “Very good things are going to happen regarding the Kurdish
issue in the coming days”.*

Tiirkiye's Resolution Process and Its Rapprochement with the
KRG

When the AK Party government came to power in 2002, Tiirkiye was on its
path to overcome the negative consequences of the 2000 and 2001 economic
crises. On one hand, both the IMF program and the European Union ( EU)
accession process were directing Tirkiye towards a significant economic
and political reform agenda. The EU had officially declared Tiirkiye as a
candidate country in 1999, and accordingly, Turkish policy makers began
to carry out EU harmonization reforms from the early 2000s onwards. The
reform packages, which started with the tripartite coalition government of
the Democratic Left Party, Nationalist Movement Party, and the Motherland
Party (1999-2002) continued under the AK Party rule. In the meantime, as
a result of Turkiye’s effective fight against the PKK throughout the 1990s,
the PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan was captured, brought to Tiirkiye, and put
into jail in 1999. The PKK subsequently declared a unilateral ceasefire and
withdrew its militants to northern Iraq, which created a period of calm in
Tiirkiye in the early 2000s. On the other hand, the early 2000s were also a
period when Tiirkiye’s geostrategic importance was widely acknowledged.
With the AK Party in power, the US was especially interested in Tiirkiye due
to “its desire to set an example of democracy in an Islamic context”.?® This

23 Taspinar and Tol, “Turkey and the Kurds,” 11.

24 “Giil: Kiirt Sorununda Iyi Seyler Olacak,” 724, 10 March 2023, https:/t24.com.tr/haber/gul-kurt-soru-
nunda-iyi-seyler-olacak,33742.

25 Ziya Onis, “Beyond the 2001 Financial Crisis: The Political Economy of the New Phase of Neo-Libe-
ral Restructuring in Turkey,” Review of International Political Economy 16, no. 3 (2009): 417.
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favorable atmosphere allowed Turkish political leaders to work for reform
both in the economic and political domains.

However, the US War in Iraq significantly disrupted the regional dynamics
and increased Turkish policymakers’ concerns and threat perceptions about
the future of the country and the region. Most importantly, the US cooperation
with the Iraqi Kurds during the Iraq War and the uncertainties created in this
context encouraged the PKK to put an end to its unilateral ceasefire vis-a-vis
Tiirkiye in the summer of 2004 and to revive its attacks on Turkish targets.
Furthermore, the US decision to withdraw from Iraq played an important role
in reshaping Tiirkiye’s regional calculations. The Status of Forces Agreement,
which President George W. Bush signed with the Iraqi leaders in 2008
regarding the gradual withdrawal of American troops from Iraq®, as well as
President Obama’s determination to accelerate the troop withdrawal process
when he became president in 2009, increased Turkish policymakers’ anxiety
about whether Iraq would be able to maintain its territorial integrity in the
foreseeable future or if it would experience some ethnic or sectarian partition.?’
The possible emergence of an independent Kurdish state in northern Iraq
caused a significant level of concern in the minds of Turkish policymakers.

Although Turkish policymakers often approached the Iraqi Kurdish
leaders with suspicion in the past and complained about their tolerance of the
PKK presence in the Qandil Mountains, these anxieties urged the AK Party
government to pursue an engagement policy with the Iraqi Kurds. In the wake
of the Iraq War, the KRG emerged as a politically and economically stable
region compared to the uncertainties and instabilities that permeated the rest
of Iraq. Thus, improving relations with the KRG could not only be part of a
broader effort to resolve Tiirkiye’s age-old Kurdish question and, at the same
time, keep Iraqi Kurdish ambitions under control, but it could also provide
ample opportunities for Turkish policymakers in their goal to turn Tirkiye
into a regional power.

Accordingly, Turkish companies began investing heavily in northern
Iraqg in the mid-2000s. Tiirkiye’s exports to Iraq rose from approximately
$2 billion in 2004 to more than $10 billion in 2013. A significant portion of

26 “Who Made the Decision to Withdraw U.S. Troops from Iraq,” The Washington Post, 27 September
2016,  https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2016/live-updates/general-election/real-time-fact-
checking-and-analysis-of-the-first-presidential-debate/who-made-the-decision-to-withdraw-u-s-tro-
ops-from-iraq/

27 Henri J. Barkey, “Turkey’s New Engagement in Iraq: Embracing Iraqi Kurdistan,” United Stated Ins-
titute of Peace, Special Report, no. 237 (10 May 2010): 4, https://carnegieendowment.org/2010/05/10/
turkey-s-new-engagement-in-iraq-embracing-iraqi-kurdistan-pub-40773.
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these exports went to the KRG.?® While there were 485 Turkish companies
operating in northern Iraq in 2009, this number increased to 1500 companies
in 2013.% Indeed, Turkish businesses invested in many sectors there, ranging
from construction and oil/gas extraction to banking and telecommunication.*
During this period, Turkish products became quite visible in the KRG, and
Turkish companies engaged in important projects such as the construction
of the Erbil International Airport and the transportation of the KRG oil to
international markets through Tiirkiye. Due to the Turkish construction sector’s
experience in a variety of neighboring regions, including Russia, Central Asia,
the Middle East, and North Africa, Turkish companies especially took part
in many vital construction projects in northern Iraq in the aftermath of the
destruction caused by the Iraq War.*!

The energy aspect of Tiirkiye’s KRG policy was also vital. With the growth
in the Turkish economy in the early 2000s, Tiirkiye’s need for energy also grew
significantly. In order to maintain the country’s economic growth, Turkish
policy makers wanted “to strengthen its [Tiirkiye’s] energy security, ensure
diversification of suppliers, and establish itself as an energy hub between the
energy-producing countries to its east and the energy-consuming countries to
its west”.*> However, in 2011, 51% of Tirkiye’s crude oil imports were still
from Iran, and 58% of its natural gas imports were from Russia.** Sanctions
against Iran had already constituted an essential problem for Tiirkiye’s trade
and energy relations with its neighbor. Furthermore, especially with the
Syrian crisis from 2011 onwards, Tiirkiye’s energy dependence on Iran and
Russia began to pose additional constraints for Turkish foreign policy since
Tiirkiye was on the opposite side of the Syrian civil war with both actors (Tol,
2013).** While Tiirkiye pursued a strong anti-Assad position in Syria, Iran
and Russia were the allies of the Assad regime. Thus, the KRG’s rich energy
resources attracted Turkish policymakers’ attention as new sources of energy

28 Henri J. Barkey, “On the KRG, the Turkish-Kurdish Peace Process, and the Future of the Kurds,”
Global Turkey in Europe, Woodrow Wilson Center, Working Paper no. 12 (July 2015): 4, https://www.
files.ethz.ch/isn/192714/gte_wp_12.pdf.

29 Christina Bache Fidan, “Turkish Business in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq,” Turkish Policy Quarterly
(Winter 2016): 121.

30 Soner Cagaptay, Christina Bache Fidan, Ege Cansu Sacikara, “Turkey and the KRG: An Undeclared
Economic Commonwealth,” PolicyWatch 2387, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 16
March 2015, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/turkey-and-krg-undeclared-econo-
mic-commonwealth.

31 Bache Fidan, “Turkish Business in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq,” 121-122.

32 Goniil Tol, “Turkey’s KRG energy Partnership,” Foreign Policy, 29 January 2013, https://foreignpoli-
cy.com/2013/01/29/turkeys-krg-energy-partnership/

33 “Turkey,” U.S. Energy Information Administration, last updated 1 February 2013, https://www.eia.
gov/international/overview/country/TUR (accessed March 6, 2013).
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alternatives to those of Russia and Iran. In 2013, the AK Party government
reached an energy deal with the KRG. Approximately 475.000 metric tons of
Iraqi Kurdish oil began to be exported through Tiirkiye’s Ceyhan Port from
2014 onwards.*

Tiirkiye’s economic engagements with the KRG increased from 2008
onwards, mainly within the framework of the AK Party’s initiatives to resolve
the Kurdish question in Tiirkiye. Indeed, Tiirkiye’s investments in the region
facilitated these initiatives and Tiirkiye’s relations with the Iraqi Kurds
in various domains. Tirkiye’s first consul General to Erbil, Aydin Selcen,
explained this situation with the argument that “diplomacy between Tiirkiye
and the KRG first advanced through the path opened by the businessmen,
contractors, and oilmen, and then further paved the way for them”.*® During
Finance Minister Mehmet Simsek’s 2011 visit to Erbil, which marked the
beginning of Turkish Airlines’ Istanbul-Erbil flights, Simsek spoke both in
Kurdish and Turkish, arguing that Tiirkiye has overcome its fears [regarding
the Kurdish issue].’” During the ceremony at the Erbil International Airport,
Simsek mentioned that he was from Batman (a Kurdish majority province in
Tiirkiye’s southeast) and that he brought greetings from the people of Tiirkiye
and Batman to Erbil. Simsek emphasized that he came to Erbil to strengthen
the brotherhood between the Turks and Kurds.* In his speech, Mehmet Simsek
also made a reference to Tiirkiye’s initiative to build a strong cooperation with
its neighbors via the ‘zero problems’ motto”. He then finalized his speech in
Kurdish again, emphasizing that “Tiirkiye and the Kurdish people have been
together for 1000 years”. Simsek called out to the audience: “No one will be
able to ruin this brotherhood as long as the world goes on” (Haber7, 2011).%

During this period, Tiirkiye’s economic engagements with the KRG were
closely intertwined with Masoud Barzani’s key role in Tiirkiye’s efforts to
resolve the Kurdish question through peaceful means. Turkish policymakers
considered Barzani an influential Kurdish leader with leverage over the Kurds
in the region and, more importantly, an alternative Kurdish figure to the PKK
leader Ocalan. Thus, the AK Party officials thought Barzani’s involvement
could help mobilize support for the resolution process among the Kurds in
Tiirkiye and the region.

35 Laure Al Khoury, Ammar Karim, and Kamal Taha, “Iraq to Resume Kurdish Oil Exports to Turkey
Saturday: Statement,” A/-Monitor, 11 May 2023, https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/05/iraq-
resume-kurdish-oil-exports-turkey-saturday-statement.

36 Selcen, Aydin, “Erbil Bagkonsoloslugu Nasil A¢ildi?” Gazete Duvar, 26 March 2017, https://www.
gazeteduvar.com.tr/yazarlar/2017/03/26/erbil-baskonsoloslugu-nasil-acildi.

37 Cumbhuriyet, “Kiirtce bizim Zenginligimiz,” Cumhuriyet, 14 April 2011, https://www.cumhuriyet.com.
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Soon after the resolution process started in early 2013, Barzani was invited
to Tiirkiye for the historic Diyarbakir encounter in November, where President
Erdogan greeted Masoud Barzani as his “dear friend” and identified the Iraqi
Kurds as “Tiirkiye’s brothers”. Erdogan asserted in Diyarbakir:

“We’re one and together, not till the bazaar but to the grave, to
Armageddon. We are members of the same geography, land, and
civilization.” President Erdogan also declared: “700 years ago, borders
were drawn with rulers. Yet, they cannot draw borders to our fondness.
They cannot draw borders between our common civilization and
common future. They can never separate our hearts from one another”.*

The words above demonstrate how the AK Party government’s policies
to resolve the Kurdish question and improve relations with the Iraqi Kurds
from 2008 onwards were not only a domestic endeavor, but also part of a
broader vision to transform Tiirkiye into a regional power by taking advantage
of the country’s Ottoman legacy and by utilizing its historical and cultural
connections. In the same Diyarbakir meeting, Masoud Barzani’s message,
which made strong references to peace, had similar connotations. Barzani
said:

“This is a historic day, a very precious day. I am with you here in
Diyarbakir, bringing greetings to the people of Tiirkiye from the people
of Kurdistan. We have entered an era in which history will be written
anew. This is the era of mutual acceptance, of living together as brothers.
When this peace process was announced, Erdogan began by stating
that there would be no naysaying from now on in Diyarbakir. Today, |
am very happy; today, a Turkish leader is working for brotherhood. The
time has come for peaceful coexistence in the Middle East. Peaceful
coexistence should be our fundamental principle”.*!

Indeed, Kurds constitute an important regional actor in the Middle East.
Although half of the Kurdish population of the Middle East lives in Tiirkiye,

40 “Diyarbakir’da Barzani-Erdogan Mitingi,” Sézcii, 16 November 2013, https://www.sozcu.com.
tr/2013/genel/diyarbakirda-barzani-erdogan-mitingi-408071/

41 Nagehan Alg1, “An Atmosphere of Peace, not of Farewell,” Al-Monitor, 19 November 2013, https://
www.al-monitor.com/originals/2013/11/erdogan-kurds-peace-visit-diyarbakir-barzani-public-appeal.
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there is also a sizable Kurdish minority in Iraq, Iran, and Syria.** Thus,
relations with the Kurds have been an important element of Tiirkiye’s power
considerations in the region. Tiirkiye, after resolving such a major problem as
the Kurdish question, would grow much stronger in its neighborhood.

However, as the AK Party government embarked on a number of initiatives
to resolve the Kurdish question from the mid-2000s onwards, improve
relations with the Iraqi Kurds, and pursue a key role in the Middle East, the
beginning of the Syrian uprisings posed a significant constraint for Tiirkiye
in this regard. In fact, when the uprisings began in Syria in March 2011,
Tiirkiye’s first reaction was to try to convince the Assad regime for internal
reform. However, when the AK Party leaders did not observe any reform or
democratization initiatives from the Syrian regime despite numerous contacts
with regime officials, they adopted a solid anti-Assad position. Subsequently,
Tiirkiye opened its borders to Syrians fleeing the conflict and began to host the
Syrian opposition. As the Assad regime’s response to the uprisings got more
violent and led to civilian deaths, Tiirkiye’s support for the Syrian opposition
increased significantly.

The Syrian Challenge

The Syrian conflict turned into a significant challenge for Tiirkiye in two
ways. First, Syria was the AK Party’s most successful case of “zero problems
with neighbors policy”. In fact, Tiirkiye and Syria had problematic relations
in the 1980s and 1990s mainly due to the PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan’s
residence in the Syrian capital Damascus and the PKK presence in Syria as
well as in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley.** However, after the capture of Ocalan in
1999 and his subsequent imprisonment, Tiirkiye and Syria signed the Adana
Accords, which initiated a process of rapprochement between these countries.
During this period, PKK camps in Syria were closed, and Tiirkiye and Syria
began to cooperate in the areas of security and counterterrorism.

Especially with the AK Party in power, Turkish-Syrian relations improved
further. The free trade agreement between these two countries came into effect
in 2007, while Tiirkiye began to act as a mediator in the Syrian- Israeli peace
talks in the same year. Moreover, in 2009, visa requirements between Tiirkiye
and Syria were removed.* Between 2006 and 2010, Turkish exports to Syria
grew from $609 million to $1.85 billion. The Syrian trade route also increased

42 Taspinar and Tol, “Turkey and the Kurds,” 1.

43 Ozlem Tiir, “Turkish- Syrian Relations: Where Are We Going?” UNISCI Discussion Papers, 23 (2010)
https://www.redalyc.org/pdf/767/76715004010.pdf

44 See ibid.
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Tiirkiye’s exports to Jordan and the Gulf countries.* By the late 2000s, Tiirkiye
and Syria were holding joint cabinet meetings, and Erdogan and Assad went
on vacation with their families. Furthermore, Prime Minister Erdogan’s close
friendship with Bashar Al-Assad, who was subject to the West’s isolation due
to the latter’s alleged involvement in the assassination of former Lebanese
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri in 2005, was boosting Erdogan’s popularity on
the “Arab Street”.*® A Turkish Foreign Ministry official identified the AK
Partygovernment’s Syria policy as “Tiirkiye’s biggest diplomatic investment”
in those years.*’ Prime Minister Erdogan also stated in 2009:

“When I watch Syria from my own country, I get emotional. For
example, I am affected when the Saudi King comes to Syria, but I am
also equally affected when my brother Bashar Assad goes to Saudi
Arabia. Now, similarly, I am waiting to see my brother Bashar Assad’s
visit to Lebanon. With all these [developments] in this region, unity,
togetherness, and cooperation will bring us a bright future. I have
always longed for this, and now we are succeeding in these. Is it possible
not to feel the excitement of these beautiful days?”

However, the Syrian regime’s rejection of the AK Party leaders’ request for
reform in the face of the 2011 uprisings and Assad’s preference to violently
suppress the uprisings paved the way for the AK Party government’s policy
to provide political and financial support to the anti-Assad opposition. In the
summer of 2011, Tiirkiye allowed the Syrian opposition to hold a conference
in Antalya while also permitting the organization of the Free Syrian Army in
Hatay.*® This turn of events inevitably brought the Turkish-Syrian affinity to
a breaking point and not only damaged this particular relationship but also
disrupted Tiirkiye’s regional aspirations, of which the rapprochement with
Syria constituted an important dimension.

In fact, Prime Minister Erdogan, as a leader willing to maintain his
popularity among the Arab public, experienced what Ziya Onis identified as
“an ethics versus self-interest dilemma” in 2011.* While Turkish policymakers

45 Christopher Phillips, “Into the Quagmire: Turkey’s Frustrated Syria Policy. Middle East and North
Africa Programme,” Briefing Paper, 04 (2012): 3-4, https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/
public/Research/Middle%20East/1212bp_phillips.pdf
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49 Ziya Onis, “Turkey and the Arab Spring: Between Ethics and Self-Interest,” Insight Turkey 14, no. 3
(2012).
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were interested in preserving the close partnership built between Tiirkiye and
Syria when the uprisings began, they also wanted to position Tiirkiye right
next to the Arab peoples’ challenge against the authoritarian regimes in the
region. Having thought that the Assad regime would not be able to endure
for long in the face of this challenge, Tiirkiye opted for a solid anti-Assad
position. However, this policy stance eventually had negative consequences
for Turkish foreign policy when it turned out that the Assad regime was here
to stay.

Tiirkiye’s second major challenge from the Syrian conflict was closely
related to the first one. It was about the rise of the PKK threat to Tiirkiye in
connection to the Syrian conflict, which was then gradually turning into a
civil war. When Tiirkiye embarked on an anti-Assad position regarding the
Syrian conflict, the Assad regime responded by reviving its historical position
about the PKK. Bashar Al-Assad then withdrew his forces from the Kurdish-
populated areas of northern Syria and left several provinces along the Tiirkiye-
Syria border to the control of the Syrian Kurdish Democratic Union Party
(Partiya Yekitiya Demokrat-PYD).

These developments significantly alarmed Turkish policymakers because,
as Tiirkiye was finally coming to terms with the KRG in northern Iraq, they
had to face the emergence of another Kurdish entity, this time in northern
Syria. However, in contrast to the Masoud Barzani-led Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP) in northern Iraq, which had an age-old rivalry with the PKK, the
PYD and its armed wing People’s Protection Units (Yekineyén Parastina Gel-
YPG) were identified as the Syrian affiliate of the PKK. Thus, according to
Turkish policymakers, the newly emerging Kurdish entity along the Turkish-
Syrian border posed an existential threat to Tiirkiye. In July 2012, then Prime
Minister Tayyip Erdogan identified the structure emerging in northern Syria
as a structure of terror and stated in a TV interview that it was not possible
for Tiirkiye to have a positive attitude about the cooperation between the
PKK, which is a terrorist organization, and the PYD in the Turkish-Syrian
border areas.”® Similarly, Minister of Foreign Affairs Ahmet Davutoglu, in a
meeting with KRG President Masoud Barzani, stated that “the PYD must
be put under control”. In a joint declaration, Davutoglu and Barzani asserted
that those violent groups and organizations that try to take advantage of the
power vacuum in Syria would be perceived as a common threat.’! Thus, it was

50 “Basbakan Erdogan’m Konusmasmin Tam Metni,” Hiirriyet, 26 July 2012, http://www.hurriyet.com.
tr/gundem/basbakan-erdoganin-konusmasinin-tam-metni-21069980.

51 “Davutoglu’ndan PYD’ye ‘Ayar’,” Milliyet, 2 August 2012, http://www.milliyet.com.tr/davutoglu-
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evident in the summer of 2012 that Turkish policymakers were significantly
concerned about the PYD/YPG’s control over several provinces along the
Turkish-Syrian border, and they identified this development as a national
security threat to Tiirkiye.

A few months after the PYD/YPG established control in northern Syrian
provinces, the AK Party government initiated the resolution process. Thus,
the AK Party officials’ initial reaction to the developments in northern Syria
was to engage the PYD/YPG rather than confront it. In 2013, then Minister
of Foreign Affairs Ahmet Davutoglu invited PYD Co-Chair Salih Muslim to
Tiirkiye, where he held meetings with Foreign Ministry officials.”> During
Muslim’s visit, Davutoglu explained that, especially after the beginning of
the resolution process, Tiirkiye established extensive contacts with all the
Kurdish groups in Syria and added that during this process, “Tlrkiye was
encouraging the Syrian Kurdish groups to play a more active role in the Syrian
opposition”.>* These remarks were a reminder of how the resolution process
was part and parcel of Tiirkiye’s efforts to be a central country in the region
and increase its profile as a regional power.

The year 2014 turned out to be a time when serious problems about the
resolution process began to appear, and mainly in connection with the Syrian
conflict. The most important incident of 2014 was the battle for “Ayn al-Arab
(used as ‘Ayn al-Arab’ by YPG)”, where PYD/YPG mobilized an important
resistance against the attacking ISIS forces.** The ISIS attack played an
essential role in bringing together different Kurdish actors for Ayn al-Arab’s
struggle against this terrorist organization and increasing Kurdish nationalist
sentiments.> In response to the ISIS attack, the PYD/YPG asked for help from
several countries, including Tiirkiye. However, Tiirkiye’s hesitant response
to this request created serious disappointment among Tiirkiye’s and Syria’s
Kurds. In fact, Turkish policymakers’ response to the battle for Ayn al-
Arab was one more example of the carrot-and-stick strategy they had been
implementing towards the PYD/YPG since the beginning of the resolution
process. During the battle for Ayn al-Arab, PYD Co-Chairman Salih Muslim
once again visited Istanbul and met with Turkish officials from the Ministry

52 “Ayni Sofradalar,” Milliyet, 1 August 2013, https://www.milliyet.com.tr/gundem/ayni-sofrada-
lar-1744704
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tr/tr/politika/salih-muslimin-ziyareti-onceden-planlanmisti/229000.
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of Foreign Affairs and the National Intelligence Organization.’® As a result of
these meetings, despite initial reluctance, Turkish policymakers allowed the
passage of heavy artillery and Iraqi Kurdish fighters (peshmerga forces) into
Ayn al-Arab through Tiirkiye’s borders to support the PYD/YPG in their fight
against ISIS.” However, during the same period, Tiirkiye’s Chief of General
Staff referred to the PYD as a separatist terrorist organization.>

Concluding Remarks

Despite its ups and downs, the AK Party’s policy to resolve the Kurdish
question through peaceful means played an important role not only in
restraining the PKK attacks in Tirkiye, but also in improving Tirkiye’s
relations with the Iraqi Kurds from 2008, and in allowing Turkish policymakers
to maintain contact with the PYD/YPG on a political basis between 2013-
2015. As described above, all these efforts were part of a broader endeavor on
the part of the AK Party governments to turn Tiirkiye into a regional power.
The AK Party leaders thought that for a long time, Turkish governments could
not take advantage of the country’s historical and cultural connections in the
region, and instead they pursued an isolationist and passive foreign policy.”
According to them, Tiirkiye in fact had “historical, strategic, and geographic
depth in the Middle East”.®® Thus, it was in Tiirkiye’s best interest to act as
a central country in the international system, to pursue a proactive foreign
policy, and to get involved in Middle Eastern affairs, utilizing the country’s
Ottoman heritage. However, especially from the mid-2000s onwards, Turkish
policymakers acknowledged that only with the resolution of its Kurdish
question could Tiirkiye acquire its real potential and play a leading role in the
region’s political and economic developments. The US decision to withdraw
its troops from Iraq in 2008 encouraged Tiirkiye to take the necessary steps
to address the Kurdish question and improve relations with the Iraqi Kurds.

However, the beginning of the Syrian conflict demonstrated that the AK
Party’s policy “to grow with the Kurds” had limits. Tiirkiye’s relations with
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the PYD/YPG turned into complete enmity when the resolution process
ended in the aftermath of the Turkish general elections in June 2015. After the
elections, the suicide bombing by ISIS, which killed 32 activists in Sanliurfa’s
Surug province on July 20, 2015, as well as the killing of two policemen in
Ceylanpinar by the PKK on July 22, 2015, with the accusation that they were
in contact with, turned out to be the last couple of straws that put an end to
the resolution process (See Bozarslan, 2015).! The connection between the
PKK and PYD/YPG made it very difficult for Tiirkiye to remain silent in the
face of their gains within the framework of the Syrian civil war. Furthermore,
the Iraqi Kurdish independence referendum, which took place in September
2017, once again demonstrated that Tiirkiye was uncomfortable with possible
Kurdish independence in the region.

Although Tiirkiye’s relations with the KRG and especially their economic
exchanges are still going on, long gone are the days when Tiirkiye was expected
to resolve its Kurdish question through peaceful means and engage all the
regional Kurds in Iraq and Syria on its path to becoming a regional power.
Tiirkiye is still an ambitious country in the region. Turkish policymakers have
been working hard to enhance Turkish presence and visibility in regional
and global affairs. Tiirkiye’s efforts to reach a negotiated solution between
Russia and Ukraine in the early days of the Ukraine crisis, as well as its role
in the 2022 Black Sea Grain Initiative, Turkish leaders’ unequivocal support
for Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, and the country’s active
engagement with the Tripoli-based government in Libya, constitute just a few
examples of this preference. However, as long as Tirkiye’s Kurdish question
remains unresolved, it will likely continue to haunt Turkish endeavors in its
neighborhood and act as a stumbling block for more outstanding achievements
that Tirkiye can make in the future.
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Kuzey Afrika iilkeleri, sosyo kiiltiirel acidan Arap ve Afrika toplumlari-
nin sahip oldugu kimlik 6zelliklerini tasimalarinin yani sira cografi agidan
Akdeniz ve Kizildeniz’e olan kiyilartyla Afrika, Avrupa ve Asya kitalariyla
etkilesim i¢indedir. Bu iilkelerin sahip oldugu jeopolitik 6zellik hem bdlge-
sel sorunlar hem de jeockonomik ¢ikarlart agisindan giivenlik stratejilerini
konsolide etmelerini gerektirmektedir. Nitekim Kuzey Afrika tilkeleri, Libya
ve Bati Sahra krizlerinin yani sira glineyinde Sahel ve Tigray krizleriyle ve
kuzeyinde ise Dogu Akdeniz’deki hidrokarbon kaynaklari temelli kiiresel ak-
torler arasi rekabetin dogurdugu giivenlik tehditleriyle miicadele etmektedir.
Ortadogu Yaynlar tarafindan Enver Arpa editorliigiinde ¢ikarilan Kuzey Af-
rika’da Giivenlik Stratejileri kitab1 da bu alandaki boslugu doldurmaya katk1
sunmaktadir.

*

Kaan Devecioglu: Doktora Adayz, Istanbul Medeniyet Universitesi, Uluslararasi iliskiler, Uzman, ORSAM,
Kuzey Afrika Caligmalart Koordinatorliigii kaandevecioglu@yahoo.com, ORCID: 0000-0001-5635-4308
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Kuzey Afrika’da Gilivenlik Stratejileri kitabi, Kuzey Afrika alaninda ¢ali-
san akademisyenler tarafindan kaleme alinan on iki ayr1 boliimden olusmak-
tadir. Kitap ilk olarak uluslararas: iliskilerde giivenlik ve Afrika’da giivenlik
kavramini mercek altina almakta ve bu bdliim takip eden on iki boliime kav-
ramsal arka plan sunmaktadir. Daha sonra ¢alisma, Kuzey Afrika bolgesinin
dogusundaki Kizildeniz’de kiiresel ve bolgesel aktdrlerin giivenlik stratejile-
rini, Bat1 Sahra sorununu, Sahel krizinin Kuzey Afrika iilkeleriyle etkilesimini
ve Magrip el-Kaidesi’nin bolge devletlerinin giivenlik stratejilerine etkilerini
inceleyerek bolgedeki kriz hatlarini okuyucuya sunmaktadir. Takip eden bo-
limlerde ise Misir, Sudan, Libya, Tunus, Cezayir, Fas ve Moritanya’nin gii-
venlik stratejileri mercek altina alinmaktadir.

Kitabm birinci boliimii, M. Enes Arslan ve Goktug Soénmez tarafindan
kaleme alinmis ve “Uluslararasi iliskilerde Giivenlik Kavrami ve Afrika’da
Giivenlik” konusuna odaklanmigtir. Bu bdliimiin temel amaci; kitabin takip
eden boliimlerine kavramsal agidan arka plan bilgisi sunmasidir. Uluslarara-
st iliskilerde giivenlik kavrami, “Geleneksel Giivenlik Caligmalari” ve “Yeni
Giivenlik Calismalar1” baglaminda nasil anlamlandirildigina, tarihsel siireg-
teki aktorlerin doniigiimiine ve giliniimiizde popiiler bir kavram olan “insani
giivenligin” Afrika gilivenligi agisindan ne ifade ettigine odaklanilan boliim,
iki ana baglikta incelenmektedir. Boliimiin ilk ana bashigi, uluslararasi iligki-
lerde gilivenlik kavramiyken ikinci ana baslig1 ise Afrika’daki temel giivenlik
giindemleridir. Dolayisiyla bu boliim, uluslararasi iligkilerde giivenlik olgu-
sunun Afrika’daki olaylar baglaminda degerlendirmesini sunmakta ve takip
eden boliimler i¢in 6n okumay1 olugturmaktadir.

Ikinci boliim, Ismail Numan Telci ve Kaan Devecioglu tarafindan kaleme
alinmis ve “Kizildeniz’de Giivenlik: Kiiresel ve Bolgesel Giiglerin Strateji-
leri” konusuna odaklanmistir. Bu bdliimiin temel amaci, Kizildeniz havzasi
tizerinde niifuz rekabetini siirdiiren kiiresel ve bolgesel aktorlerin yaklagim-
larinin temel nedenlerini mercek altina alarak Kuzey Afrika’nin giivenligine
etkilerini ortaya koymaktir. Calisma, Kizildeniz’in stratejik onemi, kiiresel
ve bolgesel giiglerin uyguladiklari politikalarin nedeni ve nasil bir yontemle
gerceklestirildigi ve s6z konusu aktdrlerin Kizildeniz’e yonelik politika uygu-
lamalarinin ortaya ¢ikardigi giivenlik politikalariin bolgesel giivenlige etkisi
ve bolgesel birlik idealinin bu tehdit olasiligini ortadan kaldirip kaldirmaya-
cag1 olmak flizere li¢ ana baglik cercevesinde incelenmektedir. Bu boliimiin
ulast181 temel sonugclar ise ABD, Cin, Ingiltere, Japonya, Rusya, Tiirkiye, iran,
Israil ve Korfez iilkelerinin bdlgeye yonelik giivenlik politikalarinin arttig
ve bu durumun Kizildeniz havzasi iilkelerine olumlu ve olumsuz etkilerinin
oldugu; bolge iilkelerinin giivenlik merkezli kayda deger bir sisteme sahip
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olmadigi; son yillarda Yemen, Sudan, Etiyopya ve Somali’de kriz derinlesir-
ken uluslararasi sistemdeki ABD ve Cin arasindaki rekabetin hem séz konusu
krizlerde hem de Cibuti’deki askeri {isler baglaminda tecriibe edildigidir.

Uciincii boliim, Hatice Riimeysa Dursun tarafindan kaleme alinmis ve
“Bat1 Sahra Sorununun Bolgesel Giivenlik Politikalaria Etkisi” konusuna
odaklanmigtir. Bu boliimiin temel amaci, Bati Sahra sorununun boélgesel gii-
venlik politikalarina etkisini incelemektir. Caligmanin temel argiimani ise Bati
Sahra sorununun, ana aktorleri olan Fas, Cezayir ve Moritanya’nin yani sira
Magrip ve Sahel bolgesindeki aktorleri tehdit eden glivenlik krizine doniis-
tiigiidiir. Ug ana baslik ¢ergevesinde mercek altina alman bu bdliimde soruna
dair kavramsal agidan benimsenen giivenlik yaklasimina, sorunun tarihsel sii-
recine ve kavramsal yaklagimdan hareketle bolgesel giivenlik politikalarinin
nasil etkilendigine odaklanilmaktadir. Calismanin vardigi temel bulgular ise
Bat1 Sahra’nin bolgesel aktorler arasi rekabetten dolay: nihai bir statiiye ka-
vusamadigi, Magrip’te ozellikle 2000°li yillardan itibaren yogunlasan terdr
hareketlerinin krizi derinlestirdigi ki olumsuz ekonomik sartlarin da eklenme-
siyle Sahra halkin1 bu durumun marjinallestirdigi ve Magrip-Sahel hattinda
yogunlasan bir giivenlik krizinin ana eksenlerinden biri haline geldigidir.

Dordiincii boliim, Serhat Orakei tarafindan kaleme alinmis ve “Kuzey Af-
rika-Sahel Hattinda Kagakeilik Faaliyetleri ve Giivenlik” konusuna odakla-
nilmigtir. Bu boliimiin temel amaci, Kuzey Afrika ve Sahel iilkelerinde yasa-
nan ¢atigmalarin olusturdugu bosluklarin dogurdugu kagakeilik faaliyetlerini
ortaya koymaktir. Calismanin temel iddiasi, kagakeilik faaliyetlerinin Kuzey
Afrika ve Sahel tlkeleri i¢in biiyiik bir giivenlik paradoksu dogurdugu ve bu
iilkelerin giivenlik politikalarini ve ulusal ekonomilerini zaafa ugrattigidir. Sa-
hel-Sahra-Kuzey Afrika arasindaki baglanti1 hattina odaklanan ¢alismanin ger-
¢evesini, O0zellikle Libya, Cezayir, Mali, Nijer, Cad ve Sudan arasinda kalan
sinir hatt1 bolgesinde gergeklesen kacakeilik faaliyetlerinin tiirlerini ve rota-
larin1 giivenlik perspektifli bir bakis acistyla incelenmesi olusturmaktadir. Bu
baglamda c¢alismada kagakgilik hatlarina ve tiirlerine dair pek ¢ok infografi ve
harita kullanilmigtir. Calismanin temel bulgulari ise silah ve uyusturucunun
yani sira gida gibi temel ihtiya¢ maddelerine dair kacak¢iligin da yapildigi,
kagakeilik aginda yer yer hiyerarsik orgiitlenmelerin yer aldig1, kacakeilik ag
icerisinde toplumsal yap1 i¢inde siradan insanlarin yani sira kamu ¢alisanlari
ve teror hareketlerinin ve ¢ete mensuplarinin da ayn1 ag iginde yer aldig1, bol-
ge ekonomilerini olumsuz etkileyen bavul ticaretinin gerceklestirildigi, dene-
timsizlik ve yoksullugun kacakeiligi tetikledigidir.

Besinci boliim, Abdurrahman el-Hac tarafindan kaleme alinmis ve “Mag-
rip el-Kaidesi Orgiitiiniin Stratejisi ve Devlet Stratejilerinin Doniisiimlerine
Etkisi (2007-2021)” konusuna odaklanmigtir. Bu béliimiin temel amaci; Mag-
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rip el-Kaidesi’nin stratejilerine yonelik Kuzey Afrika iilkelerinin gelistirdigi
stratejilerinin doniisiimiinii ortaya koymaktir. Buradan hareketle ¢alismanin
cercevesi bes ana basliktan olusmaktadir. i1k baslikta Magrip el-Kaidesi Or-
giitiiniin kurulugundaki tarihsel arka plan; ikinci baglikta orgiitiin kurulus stra-
tejisi ve eylemleri; ticlincili baslikta orgiitiin “Arap Bahar1” olarak ifade edilen
Arap ayaklanmalar1 / protestolar1 sonrasi stratejisinde yasanan degisikliklerin
nedenleri; dordiincli baslikta Orgiitiin Arap Bahari’nin batakligina saplanan
iilkelerde (Libya ve Suriye) ¢ikan i¢ savaslarin onlarin eylem alanlar i¢in bir
firsat oldugu iddiasindan hareketle ISID’e meydan okumalaridaki zorluklar
ve besinci baslikta ise orgiitiin Magrip devletlerinin timii iizerindeki etkileri-
nin kirildig1 iddiasi olaylar ve i¢ dinamiklerin rolleriyle tartisilmaktadir.

Altincr boliim, Ismail Numan Telci ve Burg Eruygur tarafindan kaleme
alinmis ve “Misir’in Doniisen Ulusal Giivenlik Endiseleri: Sisi Dénemi Uze-
rine Bir Degerlendirme” konusuna odaklanmistir. Bu boliimiin temel amaci;
Misir Devlet Bagkan1 Abdiilfettah el-Sisi doneminde iilkenin ulusal giliven-
lik politikasini, 6zellikle tehdit algilar1 ve buna kars1 yiiriitiilen politikalar
mercek altina almaktir. Calismanin temel iddias1 ise Misir’in ulusal giivenlik
stratejisinin i¢ istikrar1 saglama 6zelinde bolgesel ve kiiresel iliskilerde giic-
li bir dis politikay1 konsolide ettigidir. Bu baglamda calisma iki ana baglik
cercevesinde olusturulmus ve ilkinde Misir’in ulusal gilivenlik endigelerine
odaklanilirken ikinci baslikta ise giivenlik endiseleriyle miicadele yontemleri
mercek altina alinmistir.

Yedinci boliim, Enver Arpa ve Kaan Devecioglu tarafindan kaleme alin-
mis ve “Sudan’da Omer el-Besir Dénemi ve Sonrasi Giivenlik Stratejisi: Arka
Plan, Askeri Paternalizm ve Reform Cabalar1” konusuna odaklanmistir. Bu
boliimiin temel amac1; Sudan’da Omer el-Besir hiikiimeti donemindeki gii-
venlik stratejisi ve devrilmesinin ardindan kurulan gecis yonetimi siirecinde
ortaya konan giivenlik sektorii 6zelindeki reform g¢abalarinin mercek altina
alinmasidir. Calismanin ¢ergevesi iki ana basliktan olusmakta; ilk ana basli-
ginda Sudan’daki giivenlik stratejisinin arka plani, ikinci ana basliginda Su-
dan’in giivenlik stratejisinde Besir sonrasi kurulan gecis yonetimiyle yiiriitii-
len reform cabalaridir. Calismanin temel bulgulari ise askerin Besir donemi ve
sonrasinda hem yonetim ve ekonomi hem de toplumsal agidan hakim konum-
da oldugu, Besir’in Nisan 2019°da devrilmesinden itibaren ise giivenlik sek-
torii reformu tizerine ¢alismalar yiiriitiilse de birinci dnceligin bu olmadigidir.

Sekizinci boliim, Ahmet Uysal ve F. Emir Sefkatli tarafindan kaleme alin-
mis ve “2011 Sonrasi Libya’nin Ulusal Giivenlik Politikalarinin Dontigiimii:
Milis Gruplarin Varligr ve Entegrasyonu” konusuna odaklanmistir. Bu bo-
liimiin temel amaci; 2011 yilim takip eden siiregte Libya’da ortaya ¢ikan ig
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savastan kaynaklanan milis gruplarin ortaya ¢ikisi ve bunlarin tek ordu olus-
turulmasi icin entegrasyon siirecinin iilkedeki ulusal giivenlik politikalarinda
dogurdugu doniisiimdiir. Calismanin ¢ergevesi bes ana basliktan olugsmakta ve
bunlar sirasiyla, ¢alismanin kavramsal arka planini olusturan milis entegras-
yonu, Libya’daki milis gruplar, iilkenin glineyindeki silahli gruplar, Libya’da
entegrasyon siirecinin zorluklar1 ve entegrasyon siirecinde uluslararasi kuru-
luslarin ve yabanci devletlerin {istlenecegi rollerdir. Calismanin temel bulgu-
su; Libya’da siyasi biitiinliik ve istikrarin saglanamamis olmasindan dolay1
catismalarin 6nlenemeyecegi ve bu durumun da milis entegrasyonu siirecini
kisitlayacagidir.

Dokuzuncu boliim, Ahmet Gokcen tarafindan kaleme alinmis ve “Tunus’ta
Ulusal Giivenlik Politikalarmin Dénemsel Analizi” konusuna odaklanmistir.
Bu boliimiin temel amaci, Habib Burgiba doneminden 2011 yilindaki halk
ayaklanmasini takip eden siirece kadar {i¢ donemde Tunus’un ulusal giivenlik
politikalarin1 mercek altina almaktir. Yazar bolgesel ve kiiresel gelismelerin
Tunus’un giivenlik politikalarmi ilgilendirmedigini iddia ederek calismaya
dahil etmemistir. Bu boliim, s6z konusu donemler esas alinarak kronolojik
yaklasimla kaleme alinmistir. Caligma dort ana basliktan olugsmaktadir. Birinci
baslik; Tunus’un ulusal giivenlik stratejilerini incelerken ikinci baglik Habib
Burgiba donemi, tigiincii baglik Zeynelabidin bin Ali donemi, dordiincii baglik
ise 2011 Tunus devrimi sonrast ulusal giivenlik politikalarin1 mercek altina
almaktadir. Bu boliimiin temel bulgulari, Burgiba ve Bin Ali donemlerindeki
ulusal giivenlik stratejilerinin benzer oldugu, 2011 devrimi sonrasi siirecte ise
ekonomik ve toplumsal sorunlar temelli giivenlik sorunlariyla miicadele edil-
digidir. Ayrica yazar, sonug bolimiinde Tunus’un giivenlik sorunlarini asabil-
mesi i¢in politika onerilerinde de bulunmaktadir.

Onuncu boliim, Abdennour Toumi ve Musab Yilmaz tarafindan kaleme
alinms ve “I¢ ve Dis Dinamikler Ekseninde Cezayir Ulusal Giivenligi” konu-
suna odaklanmistir. Bu bdliimiin temel amaci; Cezayir’in ulusal giivenlik po-
litikasini sekillendiren dinamiklerin bolgesel gelismelerde tilkenin yaklagimi-
n1 incelemektir. Diger taraftan ¢alismanin temel aragtirma problemi, Cezayir
ulusal giivenlik politikasinin nasil bir yaklagima sahip oldugu, hangi tehditler
tizerinden ve hangi i¢ ve dig dinamikler tarafindan sekillendigini inceleyerek
Cezayir ulusal glivenliginin 6ne ¢ikan parametrelerini tartismaktir. Calisma-
nin temel iddias1 ise donemin Cumhurbaskani Abdiilaziz Buteflika’nin istifasi
ile sonuclanan Hirak protestolar: ile yeni bir degisim siirecine girdigidir ki
yazarlar, ordunun halkin talepleri dogrultusunda yeni sistem kurmaya ¢alisti-
g1 tilkede bolgesel dinamiklerin de etkisiyle yeni bir “Cezayir” insa edilme-
ye basladigina dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Ancak yazarlar Bati1 Sahra ve Sahel gibi
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bolgesel sorunlarin Cezayir’in giivenlik alanindaki temel meydan okumalari
oldugunu belirtmektedir. Buradan hareketle caligmanin ¢ergevesi iki ana bas-
lik baglaminda olusturulmustur. Birinci baslik, Cezayir’in ulusal giivenligini
etkileyen i¢ dinamiklerin siyasi ve ekonomik boyutuyken ikincisi ise ulusal
giivenligine yonelik bolgesel tehditler, geleneksel miidahale araclar1 ve gele-
cekteki muhtemel ulusal glivenlik politikasinin analizidir. Caligmanin temel
bulgulari ise i¢ ve dis dinamikler baglaminda ifade edilebilir. i¢ dinamikler
baglaminda Covid 19’un da etkisiyle ekonomik ve siyasi sorunlarken dig di-
namikler agisindan ise Bat1 Sahra sorunu, Sahel krizinin dogurdugu terér ve
go¢ gibi meydan okumalar, somiirge ve i¢ savas gegmisinin dogurdugu ig si-
yasi sorunlara yabanci iilkelerin miidahalesidir.

On birinci boliim, Amar Rouabhi tarafindan kaleme alinmis ve “Fas’in Gii-
venlik Stratejisi” konusuna odaklanmistir. Bu boliimiin temel amaci; Fas’in
giivenlik stratejisinin i¢ ve dis siyasetteki meselelere gore degisiklik goster-
digi iddiasindan hareketle giivenlik stratejisindeki degisimleri mercek altina
almaktir. Yazarin temel iddiasi, Fas’in giivenlik stratejisindeki degisimlerin
iki ana ayagi oldugudur ki bunlardan birincisi, Afrika’da i¢e doniik politika
izleyip Avrupa’ya agilma; ikincisi ise, tekrar Afrika’ya yonelme ve bolgede
daha dinamik bir rol oynamaya ¢aligmaktir. Bu baglamda ¢alismanin g¢erce-
vesi Ui ana bagliktan olugmaktadir. Birincisinde, Fas’in giivenlik stratejisini
olusturmasinda rol alan i¢ aktdrler ortaya konmus, ikincisinde giivenlik stra-
tejisindeki riskler ve tehditler incelenmis ve ti¢linciisiinde ise Fas’in giivenlik
stratejisindeki riskler ve tehditlerle nasil basa ¢iktig1 sorusuna tarihsel gelis-
meler 15181nda cevap aranmistir. Calismanin temel bulgular1 ise Fas’in Arap
diinyas: ve Afrika’ya yonelik izolasyonu kirma arzusuna dayanan giivenlik
Stratejisinin buldugu ve Israil ile kamuoyu &niinde gerceklesen normallesme-
nin ve Sahel krizi ve Libya’da etkin politika yiiriitiilerek Fransa ile koordinas-
yonun yogunlastirilmasinin da buna dayandigidir.

On ikinci boliim, Miirsel Bayram tarafindan kaleme alinmis ve “Moritan-
ya’nin Varolugsal Tehdit Algilar1 ve Terorle Miicadele Stratejileri” konusuna
odaklanmistir. Bu boliimiin temel amaci; Moritanya’nin cografi konumunun
da etkisiyle iligkili oldugu Bat1 Sahra sorunu ve Sahel krizi baglamindaki teror
tehdidi baglaminda giivenlik stratejilerini mercek altina almaktir. Yazar, Mo-
ritanya’nin egemenligini ve siyasi istikrarini tehdit eden Fas irredantizmi ve
Bat1 Sahra meselelerini ortaya koyarak terdrle miicadele stratejilerini incele-
mektedir. Moritanya’nin giivenlik tehditlerine dair calismanin temel bulgulari
ise Fas irredantizminin bulundugu, Bat1 Sahra sorununa kars1 bolgesel aktorler
aras1 denge siyaseti glidiildiigii, Sahel krizinden dogan terér tehdidi baglamin-
da 2010 yilinda ¢ikarilan yeni yasayla gerekli tedbirlerin alindig1 ve Sahel’de
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terdr oOrgiitlerinin yayilmasia ragmen 2011°den itibaren Moritanya’y1 hedef
almamalarindan dolay1 tilkenin gilivenlik stratejilerinin basarili oldugudur. Ay-
rica yazar, Sahel’deki teror orgiitlerinin Moritanya’y1 tehdit etmemesine dair
ortaya atilan Nuaksot yonetiminin Magrib el-Kaidesi ile ortiilii bir anlagsma
yaptigina dair bir kanit olmadigini belirtmektedir.
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Yazim Kurallan

Dergiye gonderilen makaleler, dipnotlar dahil en az 5000 en fazla 10000 kelime ol-
malidir. Kitap degerlendirmeleri en az 1000 en fazla 2000 kelime olmalidir. Tiirkge veya
Ingilizce makalelerde her iki dilde de maksimum 250 kelimelik &zet, makale bashig1 ve
5 adet anahtar kelime bulunmalidir. Arap¢a makalelerde ise bu bilgilerin en az bir fark-
11 dilde olmas: gerekmektedir. Tiirkge veya ingilizce makalelerin Arapca ézet, baslik ve
anahtar kelimeleri dergimiz tarafindan gerekli ¢eviri isleminin ardindan eklenecektir.

Yazilar, MS Word formatinda, Times New Roman karakterinde, 12 punto yaz: tipi
boyutu ve tek satir aralif1 sayfa yapisi ile hazirlanmalidir. Kenarliklar iki kenara yasla
biciminde, paragraflar ise 1 cm olacak sekilde diizenlenmelidir. Bask: kalitesi acisindan,
metin icerisinde kullanilan resim, tablo veya benzeri gérsellerin metin dosyasi haricin-
de, etiketlenmis (resim no, sayfa no vs) ayri bir dosyada génderilmesi tavsiye edilmek-
tedir.

Dergimizde Chicago (dipnot) atif ve kaynakca yontemi kullanilmaktadir. Asagida
belirtilen hususlardan farkli bir atif veya kaynak¢anin kullanilacak olmasi halinde htt-
ps://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_ citationguide/citation-guide-1.html lin-
kinde bulunan kurallar esas alinacaktir. Dipnotlar 10 punto yazi tipi boyutu ve tek satir
araligiyla yazilmalidir. Makale sonunda, yararlanilan kaynaklar, “Kaynakga” basligi ile
verilmelidir (Ingilizce makalelerde “Bibliography” kullanilmalidir). internet kaynaklari
da ayr bir baglik olarak yazilmalidir.

Not: Atif ve kaynakea yonetimiyle ilgili detayl bilgi icin dergi web sayfasindaki Ya-
zim Kurallarn sekmesini ziyaret edin. https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/ortetut/writing-
rules

Authors’ Guideline:

Manuscripts submitted for consideration by the Journal must follow the style given
below;

The manuscripts should not be submitted simultaneously to any other publication,
nor may they have been previously published elsewhere, in Turkish, or Arabic.

Articles submitted to the journal of Middle Eastern Studies, should be original con-
tributions and should not be published previously or should not be under consideration
for any other publication at the same time.

If another version of the paper is under consideration by any other publication, or
has been, or will be published elsewhere, authors should inform the journal editors at
the time of submission.
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Yayin Kurallart ve Atif/Kaynakga Yénetimi

Articles should be between 5,000-10,000 words including footnotes and bibliograp-
hy. Book reviews should be between 1000-2000 words. Commentary should be between
3000-5000 words including footnotes.

Articles should include Turkish, or Arabic max. 250 words abstract and at least 5
keywords in origin language (if different than Turkish) and in addition in Turkish.

All quotations are preferred as “Chicago Style” in our journal.

Authors bear responsibility for their contributions. Statements of fact or opinion
appearing in Middle Eastern Studies are solely those of the authors and do not imply
endorsement by the journal.

Style:
Papers should be written in a considerable level of academic Turkish, or Arabic.

Manuscripts should be typed using a Microsoft Word document file, in Times New
Roman and 1 space. 12 font should be used within text while 10 font should be preferred
for footnotes.

References should be given both in the footnotes and in the bibliography. Reference
style must conform to the Chicago Manual of Style. Please see the style for examples.

The section should have titles and subtitles in the manuscripts. (i.e. Introduction,
Title, Subtitle xxx, etc.)

If there are any tables, and figures, they have to be included in the submitted main
text file. Graphs and figures should be in one of the usual formats, at best in GIF or BMP
format.

The tables, and figures should be numbered consecutively for each and should mat-
ch the same numbering used in the text.

Note: For more detailed information about citation and bibliography management,
visit the Writing Rules tab on the journal’s website. https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/or-
tetut/writing-rules
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