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ONSOzZ

Sosyal bilimler alaninda 6zgiin ¢alismalarin yayimlandigi bir dergi olan Izmir Sosyal
Bilimler Dergisi‘nin 6. cilt 1. sayisi ile karsinizdayiz.

Dergimizin bu yeni sayisinda biiytik bir 6zen, 6zveri ve dikkatle hazirladigimiz birbirinden
degerli dort (4) adet makale yer almaktadir. Makalelerin ii¢ (3) adeti Arastirma makalesi
bir (1) adeti derleme makalesidir. Makalelerden iki (2) adeti Ingilizce ve iki (2) adeti
Tirkge dilinde yayilanmistir.

Dergimiz, uluslararasi dizinlerde taranmak ve yaynlanan makalelerin goruntrlugiinu
artirmak icin gereken c¢alismalarn titizlikle yuriutmektedir. Dergimizde yayinlanan
makalelerin daha fazla atif almasi icin c¢esitli yontemler denenmektedir.
Tim bu calismalarin en kisa surede sonuglarin1 gosterecegine inancimiz tamdir.
Bu dileklerle dergimizin yeni sayilarinda goriismek tuizere saglikl giinler dileriz.

Aras. Gor. Tahir Anil GUNGORDU
Editor
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Psikolojik Saglamlik, Tikenmislik, Algilanan Covid-19
Bulasilabilirligi Arasindaki iliskinin incelenmesi: Akademik

Personel Uzerinde Bir Uygulama*
Examining the Relationship Between Psychological Resilience, Burnout and
Perceived Covid-19 Transmissibility: An Application on Academic Staff

Yusuf KARASIN?, Yalcin KARAGOZ?

Oz

Tlk olarak 2019 yilinin sonunda gériilen ve 2020 Mart’ta pandemi ilan edilen covid-19’un birgok sektér calisaninda psikolojik sorunlar
dogurdugu bir gercektir. Bu olugan psikolojik sorunlar titkenmisligi de beraberinde getirmektedir. Bu iki degisken ile incelenen bir baska
durum ise covid-19 hastaligina yonelik algilanan bulagi diizeyidir. Butiin bu sebeplerden dolayi, bu ¢alismanin amact psikolojik saglamlik,
tikenmislik ve algilanan covid-19 bulagilabilirligi arasindaki iliskilerin incelenmesi olarak belirlenmistir. Bu iliskilerin de egitim seviyesi
yuksek grup olan akademik personel 6rneklemi tzerinden alana kazandirilmasi amaclanmistir. Bu amac¢ dogrultusunda Tiirkiye’de
hizmet veren 468 akademik personele ulasiimistir. Bu kisilere ¢evrimici anket kullanilarak ulasilmistir. Calismanin verileri SPSS ve
AMOS paket programlart kullanilarak analiz edilmistir. Yapilan analiz sonucunda modelin uyum sagladigi sonucuna ulasimistir.
Psikolojik saglamlik, tiikenmislik ve algilanan covid-19 bulasilabilirligi arasinda iliskinin oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Psikolojik Saglamlik, Tikenmislik, Algilanan Covid-19 Bulagilabilirligi, Covid-19, Akademik Personel.

Abstract

It is a fact that Covid-19, which was first seen at the end of 2019 and declared a pandemic in March 2020, caused psychological
problems for many sector employees. These psychological problems also lead to burnout. Another situation examined with these two
variables is the perceived level of contamination for covid-19 disease. For all these reasons, the purpose of this study was determined
to examine the relationships between psychological resilience, burnout and perceived covid-19 contagiousness. It is aimed to bring
these relationships to the field through a sample of academic personnel, a group with a high level of education. For this purpose, 468
academic staff serving in Turkey were reached. These people were reached using an online survey. The data of the study were analyzed
using SPSS and AMOS package programs. As a result of the analysis, it was concluded that the model was compatible. It has been
determined that there is a relationship between psychological resilience, burnout and perceived covid-19 contagiousness.

Keywords: Psychological Resilience, Burnout, Perceived Covid-19 Transmissibility, Covid-19, Academic Staff.

alanyazinda da dikkat ¢eken bir konudur. Bu calismalarda
dikkat ceken bir diger konu ise psikolojik saglamlik seviyesi
ilk olarak Cin’de gériilen ve gok kisa bir sire igerisinde jle tiukenmislik diizeyi arasinda ters yénli bir iliskinin
diinyanin her yerine yayilarak pandemi haline gelen covid-  olmasidir. Yani, psikolojik saglamlik diizeyi yiiksek bireylerin
19 ‘un bireylerde cesitli psikolojik sorunlar dogurdugu hissettigi titkenmislik orani ¢ok daha dusiiktir. Bunun tam
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tersi de dogrudur(Ran vd.,2020; Yelboga vd.,2022; Yildirim
ve Arslan,2020). Bulasict olan bir hastaliga karsl
savunmasiz olma durumunu ifade eden kavrama algilanan
hastalik adi verilmektedir (Mallett vd., 2021). Bu durum
yalnizca patolojik degil, ayni zamanda duygusal durumla
da ilgili olabilmektedir (Do Bu vd., 2021). Covid-19
pandemisinde algilanan hastalik diizeyi bireylerin farkli
Ozellikleri esas alinarak farliklasmaktadir. Alanyazindaki
genel kani algilanan hastalik diizeyi ylksek bireylerin saglik
anksiyetesi ve saglik yoniinden psikolojik rahatsizliga
girme durumunun daha yiksek oldugu seklindedir (De
Conick vd.,2020;Church vd.,2020;Kananian vd.,2021).
Uluslararasi literatiir incelendiginde algilanan covid-19
hastaligina yonelik algilanan dizeye iliskin egitim
sektérinin orneklem olarak ele alindigi ¢alismalarin
oldugu gorilmektedir (Pretorius vd.,2022;
Padmanabhanunni ve Pretorius, 2021). Bu c¢alisma
kapsaminda da egitim seviyesi yiksek olan akademik
personel ele alinmistir. Bu calismanin amaci, akademik
personelin psikolojik saglamlik, tikenmislik ve algilanan
covid-19 bulasilabilirligi arasindaki iliskinin incelenmesidir.

2. KAVRAMSAL CERCEVE
2.1. Psikolojik Saglamlik

Psikolojik saglamlik kavrami yeni bir kavram degildir
(Stewart vd., 1997). Psikolojik saglamlik en genel
anlamiyla, asiri stres, travma veya olumsuz deneyime karsi
basari  bir sekilde yanit verme vyetenegi olarak
tanimlanmaktadir (Ran vd.,2020). Bir basta tanimda ise
psikoloijk saglamlik, kisinin karsilastig olumsuz durumlara
yonelik uyum saglayabilme ve bu durumun (zerinden
basariyla gelme durumudur (Oz ve Bahadir Yelmez,2009).
Psikolojik saglamlik, stresli ve zorlayici durumlarla basa
¢tkmak icin dnemli bir kisisel kaynak niteliginde olup boyle
durumlarda uyum saglamak ve yoOnetmek agisindan
faydalidir (Ungiiren ve Kagmaz,2022).

Alanyazin incelendiginde psikolojik saglamlik kavraminin
farkh sektorlerde incelendigi gorilmektedir. Mealer
vd.(2012) tarafindan alana kazandirilan ¢alismada yogun
bakim {nitesinde calisan hemsirelerin  psikolojik
profillerinin ortaya cikarilmasi amaclanmistir. Bu amag
dogrultusunda 744 hemsireye ulasiimistir. Calismanin
sonuglarindan birisi psikolojik saglamlik dizeyi ylksek
hemsirelerin  tiikenmislik  seviyesinin daha  dlslik
oldugudur. Erko¢ ve Danis (2020) 6grencilerin psikolojik
saglamlik diizeylerini tespit etmeyi amacladigi calismasi,
Sakarya Universitesi Sosyal Hizmet béliimiinde 6grenim
goren 261 oOgrencinin 6rneklem olarak ele alinmasiyla
alanyazina kazandirilmistir. Calismanin sonucuna gore
ogrencilerin psikolojik saglamlik diizeyi orta diizeydedir.
Ayrica 6grencilerin cinsiyet, sinif ve 6gretim durumuna

gore psikolojik saglamlik diizeyleri arasinda istatistiki olarak
bir fark bulunmaktadir. Psikolojik saglamligin egitim camiasi
orneklem alinarak alana kazandinldigi bir calisma Ulukan
(2020) tarafindan gerceklestirilmistir. Calismada Akdeniz,
Ege ve Marmara bolgesinin farkli ortadgretim kurumlarinda
gorev yapan 336 6gretmene ulasiimistir. Ortaya ¢ikan sonug
ogretmenlerin psikolojik saglamhgi ile mutluluk arasinda bir
iliskinin oldugu ve bu iliski diizeyinin de orta seviyenin
lizerinde oldugudur.

Covid-19 pandemisi ile psikolojik saglamlik arasindaki iliskiyi
iceren galismalar da mevcuttur. Bu ¢alismalardan bazilarina
asagida yer verilmistir.

Bozdag (2020) tarafindan alanyazina kazandirilan ¢alisma,
pandemi sirecinde psikolojik saglamligi 6lgmek icin 31 ilden
237 vyetiskin birey Uzerinden yuarGtalmustir. Calismada
ortaya c¢lkan sonug egitim seviyesi arttikca pandemi
surecinde psikolojik saglamlik dizeyinin arttigi yonindedir.
Ran vd., (2020) tarafindan alana kazandirilan ¢alisma Covid-
19 pandemisinin pik doneminde Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti
vatandashg bulunan 1770 kisi Gzerinden yurutilmustar.
Calisma sonucunda psikolojik saglamligin depresyon ve
anksiyete Gzerinde negatif yonlu bir etkisinin oldugu tespit
edilmistir. Covid-19 pandemisi slirecinde psikolojik
saglamligin alanyazina kazandirildigi bir baska c¢alisma
Yelboga vd. (2022) tarafindan gercgeklestirilmistir. Calismada
covid-19 korkusu, psikolojik saglamlik ve yasam doyumu
arasindaki iliskiler incelenmis olup, ortaya ¢ikan sonug
covid-19 korkusu ile psikolojik saglamlik negatif yonld,
yasam doyumu ile psikolojik saglamlik pozitif yonli bir iliski
icerisindedir. Psikolojik saglamhgin Covid-19 pandemisi ile
iliskisinin incelendigi bir baska ¢alisma ise Yildirim ve Arslan
(2020) tarafindan gergeklestirilmistir. Calismada ortaya
¢ikan sonug, psikolojik saglamligin psikolojik saglk tizerinde
olumlu yonde etkisinin oldugu seklindedir.

2.2. Tiikenmislik

ingilizce literatiirde “Burnout” veya “Fatigue” olarak gegen
kavram vyerli alanyazinda tikenmislik olarak bilinmektedir.
Genel olarak tiikenmislik kavrami ; yipranma, basarisizlik,
enerjide duslklik meydana ¢ikmasi sonucunda gii¢ kaybina
ugrama ve igcsel motivasyonda  bitkinlik  olarak
tanimlanmaktadir (Uler,2020). Tukenmislik kavrami ilk kez
1974 vyilinda tanimlanarak bilimsel literatirdeki vyerini
almistir. Kavrami ilk tanimlayan Herbert Freudenberger
olmasina ragmen, tikenmislik denildigi zaman akla ilk gelen
isim Christina Maslachtir (Erdogan,2021). Tikenmislik, orta
ve uzun sireli stres sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan bir sendromdur
(Chen vd., 2022). Tiikenmislik konusunu alanyazinda
inceleyen pek ¢ok calisma bulunmaktadir. Bu ¢alismalardan
bazilarina asagida degininilmistir.

Okray (2018) tarafindan alana kazandirilan calismada
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akademik personelin tiikenmislik dlzeyleri sistematik
derleme yontemi kullanilarak belirlenmistir. Calismada
akademik personelin tikenmislik durumuna etki eden
faktorlerin akademik unvan, haftalik ders saati, cinsiyet,
cahisma vyl oldugu tespit edilmistir. Yi vd., (2022)
tarafindan alana kazandirilan ¢alismada psikolojik
saglamlik ile tikenmislik arasindaki iliskilerin bibliyometrik
analizinin ortaya c¢ikarilmasi amaglanmistir. Bu amag
dogrultusunda 2008-2021 yillari arasinda yayimlanan 388
makale galisma kapsaminda degerlendirilmistir. Calismada
ortaya c¢ikan sonuclardan birisi covid-19 pandemisi
surecinde iki kavramin sik¢ga kullanildigi ve ana
ornekleminin saghk ¢alisanlari oldugudur. Covid-19
pandemisi surecinde tikenmislik ile psikolojik saglamlik
degiskenlerinin bir arada kullanildigi bir diger ¢alisma da
Chen vd., (2022) tarafindan alana kazandiriimistir.
Calismada saglik profesyonelleri 6rneklem olarak alinmis
ve psikolojik saglamligin tikenmisligi etkiledigi sonucu
tespit edilmistir. Bu sonug psikolojik saglamlik ile
tikenmislik arasindaki iliskinin negafif yonli oldugu
seklindedir. Yani, bireyin tikenmislik seviyesi ylksekse
psikolojik saglamhk seviyesi distk, tikenmislik seviyesi
disukse psikolojik saglamlik seviyesi yuksektir.

2.3. Algilanan Covid-19 Bulasilabilirligi

Algilanan hastalik kavrami, bulasici bir hastaliga karsi
savunmasizhgl ifade etmektedir (Mallett vd., 2021). Bu
savunmasizlik durumu sadece patojenik durumla ilgili
degil, ayni zamanda duygusal rahatsizlik durumu ile ilgilidir
(Do Buvd.,2021).

Covid-19 pandemisi silrecinde de algilanan hastalik
bulasilabilirliginin  ¢ok sayida alana kazandirildigl
gorilmektedir. Bu galismalardan birisi olan ve De Conick
vd., (2020) tarafindan alana kazandirilan ¢alismada covid-
19 hastaligina yonelik bulasilabilirlik algisi, covid-19’a
yonelik tutum ve alinan onlemler halk sagligl agisindan
incelenmistir. Calisma Belgika’da 1000 kisilik 6rneklem
Gzerinden ydlratalmastar. Covid-19 hastaligina yonelik
yakalanma algisi yiksek bireylerin halk saghga iliskin
onlemlere inancinin daha distk oldugu tespit edilmistir.
Church vd., (2022) tarafindan alana kazandirilan ¢alismada
covid-19 onleyici davraniglar ile algilanan hastalik diizeyi
arasindaki iliski uzun zamanl bir periyotta incelenmistir.
Bu periyotlar Haziran ve Aralik 2020 olmak lizere 2 zaman
dilimini icermektedir. Her iki dénemde de ortaya cikan
sonug algilanan covid-19 hastalik diizeyi ylksek bireylerin
saghk anksiyete durumunun daha vyiksek oldugu
yoénindedir. Ariyo vd., (2021) tarafindan alana kazandirilan
¢alismada ise 6rneklem olarak Nijeryada hizmet veren
saglik calisanlari ele alinmistir. Calismanin amaci, anksiyete
ve depresyon siddetini belirleyip bu durumun covid-19
korkusu ile arasindaki iliskinin ortaya konmasidir. Bu amag
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dogrultusunda 413 saglik galisanina ulasiimistir. Calismada
ortaya ¢ikan sonug, algilanan covid-19 hastalig
bulasilabilirligi yiksek bireylerin anksiyete ve depresyon
seviyesinin de yilksek oldugu, bu durumun tersinin de
gecerli oldugudur. Covid-19 hastaligina yonelik algilanan
dizeyin egitim sektoriinde uygulamasi yapilarak alana
kazandirilan bir baska c¢alisma Pretorius vd., (2022)
tarafindan gergeklestirilmistir. Calismada Giiney Afrikadaki
O0gretmenlerin covid-19 hastaligina yonelik algiladiklar
bulasilabilirlik seviyesinin memnuniyet durumu Uzerindeki
etkisinin ortaya konmasi amaclanmaktadir. Bu amag
dogrultusunda 355 0Ogretmene ulasiimistir. Covid-19
hastaligina yonelik algilanan hastalik diizeyinin duygusal
tikenme ile iliskili oldugu, bu durumun da tatmini olumsuz
etkiledigi tespit edilmistir. Padmanabhanunni ve Pretorius
(2021) tarafindan alana kazandirilan c¢alismada covid-19
hastaligina yonelik algilanan bulasilirhgin  6gretmenler

orneklemi Uzerinden gergeklesmesi sonucunda ortaya
konulmustur.  Calismada hastaliga karsi  algilanan
bulasilabilirligin  covid-19 korkusu ve memnuniyet
degiskenleri ile iliskili oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Padmanabhanunni vd. (2022) tarafindan gerceklestirilen
calismada, Glney Afrika’daki 6gretmenler Orneklem
alinmistir. Calismanin amaci, covid-19’a karsi algilanan
bulasma hissi, covid-19 korkusu ve psikolojik sikinti
arasindaki iliskinin belirlenmesidir. Bu amag dogrultusunda
355 o6gretmene ulasiimistir. Calismanin sonunda ortaya
cikan sonug, kendilerinde covid-19’u daha sik goren
o0gretmenlerin depresyon, umutsuzluk ve korku igerisinde
oldugudur. Kananian vd., (2021) tarafindan alana
kazandirilan ¢alismanin 6zgiin yani miilteciler Gzerinden
gerceklestirilmis olmasidir. 45 ‘i Arapga, 31’i Farsga konusan
76 miltecinin 6rneklem alinarak yiratildiga calismada
multecilerin hastaliga yonelik bulasilabilirlik algisinin daha
yuiksek oldugu ve bu durumun da miltecileri daha
savunmasiz hale getirdigi sonucuna ulagilmistir.

3. YONTEM

Psikolojik saglamlik, tiukenmislik ve algilanan covid-19
bulasilabilirligi arasindaki iliskilerin alana kazandiriimasini
amagclayan bu calismanin evrenini, Tiirkiye’deki akademik
personel olusturmaktadir. Glincel yok istatistikleri
incelendiginde hizmet veren akademik personelin sayisinin
183781 oldugu gorulmektedir (istatistik.yok.gov.tr,
e.t:29.08.2022). Calisma kapsaminda 468 akademik
personele ulasilmistir. 01.05.2022-15.08.2022 tarihleri
arasinda cevrimici (online) anket yontemiyle katilimcilara
ulasilmistir.  Tim  katilimcilar  arastirma  Oncesinde
¢alismanin amaci hakkinda bilgilendirilmistir.

Calismada veri toplama araci olarak kullanilan anket
formunda; psikolojik saglamhk durumlarini 6lgmek igin,
Dogan (2015) tarafindan Tirkce gecerlilik-giivenilirlik
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calismasi yapilan “kisa psikolojik saglamlik olgegi”
kullanilmistir.  Olgek, 5’li likert seklinde 6 sorudan
olusmustur. Tukenmislik seviyesini 6lgmek icin Maslach
(1981) tikenmislik 6lgegi kullaniimistir. Olgegin Tirkge
gecerlilik- glvenilirlik ¢alismasi ise Cam (1993), Ergin
(1992) tarafindan alana kazandiriimistir. Olgek, 5'li likert
seklindeki 22 sorudan olusmustur. Algilanan covid-19
bulasilabilirligini 6lgmek i¢in ise Duncan vd. (2009)
tarafindan gelistirilen 5’li likert seklinde 7 sorudan olusan
anket kullanilmistir. Tim istatistiksel analizler IBM SPSS ve
AMOS paket programlari kullanilarak yapilmistir. Oncelikle
katilimcilarin  demografik 6zelliklerini ve test edilen
yapilarin puanlarini (psikolojik saglamhk, tikenmislik ve
algilanan covid-19 bulasilabilirligi) ortaya koymak igin
tanimlayici istatistikler ele alinmistir. Sonraki asamada ise
psikolojik saglamlik, tlikenmislik ve algilanan covid-19
bulasilabilirligini dahil eden modeli incelemek igin
maksimum olabilirlik tahmin yéntemi kullanilarak yapisal
esitlik modellemesi  (Structural Equalition Model)
kullaniimistir. Model test edilmeden 6nce tim degiskenler
standardize edilmistir. Regresyon katsayilarinin anlamhhgi,
%95 onylkleme gliven araligl hesaplanarak belirlenmistir.
Araci etkinin var olup olmadigini incelemek icin 10.000
onyukleme ornegiyle yanhligi dizeltilmis 6nyilkleme testi
kullanilmistir. Modele uyum saglamayan tlikenmislik
Olceginin 2,7 ve 14. sorular ile algillanan covid-19

bulasilabilirliginin  2.sorusu analiz kapsamina dahil
edilmemistir.
Demografik
Degiskenler
A
A4
Psikolojik
/ Saglamlik \
< —> Algilanan Covid-19

Takenmislik

Bulagilabilirligi

Sekil 1. Arastirma Modeli
3.1. Arastirmanin Modeli ve Hipotezi
Bu arastirmanin hipotezleri;

Hi:Psikolojik saglamlik ile tiikenmislik arasinda anlamli
bir iliski bulunmaktadir.

H.:Psikolojik  saglamhk  ile  algilanan  covid-19
bulasilabilirligi arasinda anlamli bir iliski bulunmaktadir.

Hs:Tiikenmislik ile algilanan covid-19 bulasilabilirligi
arasinda anlamli bir iliski bulunmaktadir.

Hs: Demografik degiskenler ile arastirma kapsaminda ele
alinan degiskenler arasinda anlamli bir iliski bulumaktadir.

Seklinde kurulmustur.
Arastirmanin modeli ise Sekil 1’deki gibidir.
4. BULGULAR

Calisma verilerinin analizinde farkli istatistik yontemleri
kullaniimis ve g¢alisma sonucunda elde edilen bulgular
asagida 6zetlenmistir.

Tablo 1. Degiskenlere Ait Glvenilirlik Katsayilari

Degisken Ortalam | Standart | Varyan |Giivenilirli| AVE | CR
a Sapma s k Katsayisi

P5|vkoI01|k 34106 | 83524 | 698 ,870 ,32 1,89

Saglamlik

Tukenmiglik 1,9999 | ,60886 | ,371 ,898 ,53 | ,85

Algilanan Co'vlld'—w 27853 | 78954 623 ,780 ,37 | ,73

19 Bulasilabilirligi

Genel Guvenilirlik 0,783

Katsayisi

Tablo 1'de goruldigli Gzere arastirma kapsaminda
kullanilan 6lgege iliskin glivenilirlik katsayisi 0,783, psikolojik
saglamlik Olgegine iliskin glvenilirlik katsayisi 0,870,
tukenmislige iliskin glivenilirlik katsayisi 0,898 ve algilanan
covid-19 bulasilabilirligine iliskin gtvenilirlik katsayisi 0,780
dir. Bu dort degerden ikisi (psikolojik saglamlik ve
tikenmislik) 0,80< a<1,00 oldugundan dolayr Olgekler
yiksek derecede givenilirken, ikisi(algilanan covid-19
bulasilabilirligi ve genel glvenilirlik katsayisi) de 0,60< a<0,8
oldugundan givenilirdir.

Hesaplanan AVE degerlerinden ikisi (Tdkenmislik ve
Algilanan Covid-19 Bulasilabilirligi) 0,5’ten kiigtik olsa da, CR
katsayilari 0,7’den biiylk oldugundan faktoérler yiiksek yapi
glvenirligine, dolayisiyla uyum gecerligine sahiptir.

Fornell ve Larcker (1981) ‘e gore; AVE degeri 0,50'nin altinda
olmasina ragmen CR degeri 0,70’in Gzerinde ise 0,50'nin
altindaki AVE degerlerinin de kabul edilebilecegini
belirtmektedir (Akcay ve Ozdemir, 2018).

Calisma kapsamina alinan bireylerde kadin ve erkek
katihmci arasinda ¢ok buylik bir fark bulunmamaktadir.
(Erkek katihmci sayisi 248, Kadin katilimci sayisi 240)
Katihmcilar yas agisindan degerlendirildigine yaklasik
%60’lik kismin 31-50 yas arasinda oldugu gorilmektedir.
Katimcilar akademik unvan agisindan incelendiginde
Ogretim Gorevlisi ve Dr. Ogretim Uyesi unvanina sahip
akademik personelin tim katilimcilarin yaklasik yarisini
(n:226, %48,3) olusturdugu gorilmektedir. Medeni hal
durumu incelendiginde katilimcilarin biyik ¢cogunlugunun
evli (n:336, %71,8) oldugu goriilmektedir. 11 yil ve lizerinde
kidemi olan akademik personelin tim katilimcilarin
yarisindan fazlasini olusturdugu gorilmektedir (n:247,
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%52,8). Bulundugu Universitedeki c¢alisma  siresi
incelendiginde 6 yiIl ve (zerindeki calisan personelin
sayisinin tim katilimcilarin yaklasik %60'in1 olusturdugu
gorilmektedir. Katilimcilar egitim diizeyi agisindan
incelendiginde bilylik c¢ogunlugunun doktora ve (sti
egitime sahip oldugu gorulmektedir (n:348, %74,4).

Tablo 2. Arastirma Kapsamina Dahil Edilen Bireylerin

Sosyo-Demografik Ozellikleri
Psikolojik

Algilanan Covid-19

Saglamlik Takenmislik Bulagilabilirligi
o Frekans |Ylzde tTest/ p-value tTest/ p-value tTest/ p-value
Degiskenler ) %) Anova (2tailed) Anova (2tailed) Anova (2tailed)
(t/F) (t/F) (t/F)
Cinsiyet?
Erkek 220 47,0 -3,408 | ,001 1,438 ,151 ,589 ,556
Kadin 248 53,0
YasP
30 ve alti 82 17,5
31-40 160 34,2 3,813 ,010 5,499 ,001 ,251 ,861
41-50 115 24,6
51ve Gzeri |111 23,7
Akademik
Unvan®
Ar. Gor. 67 14,3
Ar. Gor. Dr. (22 4,7
Ogr. Gor. 98 20,9
Bgr. Gor. br. | 15 32 3,225 ,004 4,059 ,001 ,941 ,465
B;'e?igr' 128|274
Dog. Dr. 61 13,0
Prof. Dr. 77 16,5
Medeni
Durum?®
Bekar 132 282 -1,668 | ,096 2,757 ,006 ,110 ,912
Evli 336 71,8
Mesleki
Kidem®
lyildanaz |24 5,1
1-5yil 101 21,6 ,614 ,606 1,040 ,374 1,062 ,365
6-10 yil 96 20,5
Eeyr'll Ve l2a7 |28
Calisma
Siiresi®
lyildanaz |32 6,8
1-5yil 159 34,0 ,512 ,674 ,619 ,603 ,652 ,582
6-10 yil 107 22,9
Eeyr'll ve 170|363
Egitim
Diizeyi®
Lisans 14 3,0
\L(;l;iesk 106 26 ,445 ,641 1,307 ,272 1,919 ,148
Doktorave |38 1744
Ustu

aIndependent t test
b ANOVA test

ikili secenege sahip olan Cinsiyet ve Medeni Hal
degiskenleri icin Bagimsiz 6rneklem t testi, 2’den daha
fazla secenege sahip Yas, Akademik Unvan, Mesleki Kidem,
Calisma Siresi ve Egitim Dizeyi icin ise ANOVA analizi
uygulanmistir. Bu analizlere iliskin sonuglar arastirma
kapsaminda uygulanan 6lcegin her (¢ degiskeni igin ayri
ayri yorumlanmistir.

Cinsiyetin alt gruplari ile psikolojik saglamlik degiskeni
(p=0,001<0,05)arasinda istatistiki agidan anlamli bir fark
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tespit edilmistir. Tikenmislik(p:0,151>0,05) ve algilanan
covid-19 bulasilabilirligi (p:0,556>0,05) degiskenleri ile
cinsiyetin alt gruplari arasinda ise istatistiki agidan anlamh
bir fark bulunmamaktadir.

Psikolojik  saglamhk (p=0,010<0,05) ve tikenmislik
(p=0,001<0,05) degiskenleri ile yasin alt gruplari arasinda
istatistiki agidan anlamli bir iliski bulunurken, algilanan
covid-19 bulasilabilirligi (p=0,861>0,05) ile yasin alt gruplari
arasinda anlamli bir iliski bulunmamaktadir.

Psikolojik  saglamlik  (p=0,04<0,05) ve tikenmislik
(p=0,001<0,05) degiskenleri ile akademik unvanin alt
gruplari arasinda istatistiki agidan anlamh bir iliski
bulunurken, algilanan covid-19 bulasilabilirligi
(p=0,465>0,05) ile akademik unvanin alt gruplari arasinda
anlamli bir iliski bulunmamaktadir.

Medeni hal ile psikolojik saglamlik (p:0,096>0,05) ve
algilanan coid-19 bulasilabilirligi (p:0,912>0,05) arasinda
istatistiki acidan bir fark bulunmazken, tikenmislik ile
medeni hal arasinda istatistiki (p:0,006<0,05) arasinda
anlamli bir fark bulunmaktadir.

Mesleki kidem ile her U¢ degisken arasinda da istatistiki
olarak anlamh bir fark bulunmamaktadir (psikolojik
saglamlik p:0,606>0,05; tikenmislik p: 0,374>0,05 ve
algilanan covid-19 bulasilabilirligi p: 0,365>0,05).

Calisma siresi ile her li¢ degisken arasinda da istatistiki
olarak anlamli bir fark bulunmamaktadir (psikolojik
saglamlik p:0,674>0,05; tikenmislik p: 0,603>0,05 ve
algilanan covid-19 bulasilabilirligi p: 0,582>0,05).

Egitim dlzeyi ile her ¢ degisken arasinda da istatistiki
olarak anlamh bir fark bulunmamaktadir (psikolojik
saglamlik p:0,641>0,05; tikenmislik p: 0,272>0,05 ve
algilanan covid-19 bulasilabilirligi p: 0,148>0,05).

4.1.Path Analizine iliskin Bulgular

Asagida verilen uyum degerleri model uyumunun (model
fit) iyi saglandigini gostermektedir. Bakilacak degerlerle ilgili
bir sinirlama yoktur. Raporlanan degerler arastirmacinin
dikkat cekmek istedigi degerlere gore degisebilmektedir.

Olusturulan model ile ilgili uyum degerleri asagida
verilmistir.

Tablo 3. Path(Yol) Analizi Uyum lyiligi Sonuglari

Model NPAR | CMIN DF | P CMIN/DF
varsayilan (Default) 73 1200,304 | 423 | ,000 | 2,838
Model

Yapilandiriimig

(Saturated) Model 4% /000 0

Bagimsiz

(Independence) Model | 3 6436,564 | 465 | ,000 | 13,842

(CMIN/DF=2,838<3, RMR=0,077<0,08, RMSEA=0,063<0,08, SRMR=0,0739<0,08)
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(Munro, 2005; Hooper vd., 2008; Schumacker ve Lomax, 2010).
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incelenen uyum degerleri, verilerin modele iyi uyum
sagladigini gostermektedir.

Yapisal esitlik modellemesi ile elde edilen Tikenmislik,
Psikolojik Saglamlik ve Algilanan Covid-19 Bulasilabilirligi
arasindaki korelasyon degerleri (BUtin model icindeki

6

korelasyonlar) 6nemlidir (p<0,000).

Tikenmislik ile Algilanan Covid-19 Bulasilabilirligi arasindaki
arasinda pozitif iliski vardir, iliski énemlidir (p<0,000) ve
iliskinin derecesi de r = 0,203’dir.

Tikenmislik ile Psikolojik Saglamlik arasinda negatif iliski
vardir, iliski 6nemlidir (p<0,000) ve iliskinin dereceside r = -
0,353’ddr.

Psikolojik Saglamlik ve Algilanan Covid-19 Bulasilabilirligi

arasindaki arasinda negatif iliski vardir, iliski onemlidir
(p<0,000) ve iliskinin derecesi de r = -0,262dir.

Tablo 4. Path Analizinin Sonuglari

Hipotez Tahmin P
H: [Tukenmislik <-->Psikolojik Saglamlik -,353  [kx*
H2 |Psikolojik  <-->Algilanan Covid-19 Bulagilabilirligi -,262  ***

Saglamlik

Hs Tikenmislik <-->/Algilanan_Kovit_Bulagilabilirligi ,203 ok

4.2 Korelasyon Analizine iliskin Bulgular

Tablo 5. Korelasyon Analizi Sonuglari

Psikolojik . ....|Algilanan Covid-19
Saélamjllk TUkenml§|lkBjasllabilirliéi
Pearson 1
Korelasyon -,386™ -,239™
Psikolojik Saglamlik[Sig. (p) ,000 ,000
degeri
N 468 468 468
Pearson -,386™ 1 ,166™"
[Tukenmislik Korelasyon
Sig. (p) ,000 ,000
degeri
N 468 468 468
Pearson -,239" ,166™" 1
Algilanan Covid-19 [Korelasyon
Bulagilabilirligi Sig. (p) ,000 ,000
degeri
N 468 468 468
**: p<0,01

Tikenmislik, psikolojik saglamlik ve algilanan covid-19
bulasilabilirligi arasindaki ikili korelasyon degerleri de
(Batin model igindeki korelasyonlar) 6nemlidir (p<0,000).

Tukenmislik ile algilanan covid-19 bulasilabilirligi arasinda
pozitif iliski vardir, iliski dnemlidir (p<0,000) ve iligkinin
derecesi de r =0,166'dir.

Tukenmislik ile psikolojik saglamlik arasinda negatif iligki
vardir, iliski 6nemlidir (p<0,000) ve iliskinin dereceside r = -
0,386’drr.

Psikolojik saglamlik ve algilanan covid-19 bulasilabilirligi
arasinda negatif iliski vardir, iliski 6nemlidir (p<0,000) ve
iliskinin derecesi de r = -0,239’dir.

5. SONUC VE ONERILER

Psikolojik saglamlik, tlikenmislik ve algilanan covid-19
bulasilabilirligi arasindaki iliskilerin incelendigi bu ¢alismada
yapilan analiz sonucunda her (¢ degisken arasinda da
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anlamli bir iliskinin oldugu tespit edilmistir (p:0,000<0,05).
Bu sonucgta calismanin hipotezini destekler niteliktedir.
Ayrica ele alinan bu degiskenler demografik bilgiler
acisindan da incelenmistir. Yapilan inceleme sonucunda
katilimcilarin yasi ile psijolojik saglamlik, akademik unvan
ile psikolojik saglamlik ve tikenmislik arasinda istatistiki
olarak bir iliskinin var oldugu sonucuna ulasiimistir. Bu
durum alanyazinda bilhassa covid-19 ddénemini iceren
calismalarda ve egitim sektoriinde hizmet sunan
egitimcileri ele alan c¢alsmalar ile (Ulukan,2020;
Padmanabhanunni ve Pretorius, 2021; Pretorius vd., 2022)
benzer yon tasimaktadir.

Gundelik yasantida buylik bir farklihk olusturan covid-19
pandemisinin bireylerin psikolojisi UGzerinde buyilk bir
etkisinin  oldugu gergektir. Bu da tikenmisligi
etkilemektedir. Bu durumdan psikolojik olarak saglamlik
seviyesi ylksek olan bireylerin daha az etkilendigi
alanyazindaki calismalarda da ortaya konulmustur (Ran
vd., 2020; Ungiiren ve Kagmaz,2022; Yelboga vd., 2022;
Yildirm ve Arslan,2020). Covid-19 pandemisinden
algilanan bulasilabilirlik ve hastaliktan etkilenme durumu
egitim seviyesi yiksek olan grupta daha dusliktiir. Bunun
aslya karsi daha ihmli olma, hastaliga yonelik rehberleri
inceleme ve tedbirleri daha siki uygulama gibi sebeplerinin
oldugu soylenebilir. Bu durumdan hareketle, bu calisma
baglaminda da egitim sektoriinde hizmet sunan bireylere
ulasiimasi planlanmistir. Bu baglamda, Tirkiye’de hizmet
sunan akademik personele ulasilmistr. Calismanin
orneklemini bu g¢alismanin 6rneklemini goénulli olarak
calismaya katilmayi kabul eden 468 akademik personel
olusturmaktadir.

Covid-19’dan korunmak igin gerekli olan asilara egitim
seviyesi yuksek grubun daha ilimh olmasi, bu tir
sureglerde psikolojik saglamhginin  6neminin ylksek
egitimli grup tarafindan daha iyi diizeyde olmasi bu iki
faktorin algilanan covid-19 hastaligi bulasilabilirligi diizeyi
Gzerinde etkisini ortaya koymaktadir. Nitekim bu calisma
da her ¢ degisken arasinda anlamli bir iliskinin ¢ikmis
olmasi bu hipotezi desteklemektedir. Bu ¢alismanin farkh
orneklem gruplarini icerecek sekilde ele alinmasi
Onerilmekte olup, ileride vyapilacak c¢alismalara bu
calismanin 6nci olmasi beklenmektedir.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Purpose and Significance

Covid-19 was first seen in Wuhan, China in December 2019, and then it affected the whole world in a very short time.
One of the most important reasons for its spread is the rapid spread of every factor in the digital world. Various measures
have been taken, both locally and globally, to eliminate the epidemic and reduce its prevalence. These measures include
wearing a mask, staying at home, and paying attention to social distance. Although these measures reduce the speed of
the epidemic to a certain extent, there have also been situations that lead to burnout due to the psychological structure
of the human being. It would not be wrong to say that this feeling of burnout also differs from person to person. This
indicates the perceived level of covid-19. Here, the psychological well-being of individuals is another factor that emerges.
The attitude of the academic staff, whose place in society is not discussed, is thought to be important. Due to all these
factors, it is aimed to bring this study to the literature. The aim of the study is also revealed here. In the study, it becomes
important because the covid-19 pandemic is viewed by taking the opinions of academic staff in terms of perceived disease
level, psychological resilience and burnout.

Method

Structural equation modeling, which is one of the quantitative research methods, was used in the study. The hypotheses
of the study were formed as there is a statistical relationship between resilience and burnout, burnout and perceived
covid-19 contagiousness, and psychological resilience and perceived covid-19 contagiousness. Academic staff from all
over Turkey constitute the sample of the study. Using the convenience sampling method, 468 academic personnel were
reached and included in the scope of the research. A questionnaire was used as a data collection tool in the study. In
order to measure the resilience status, the “short resilience scale”, of which the Turkish validity-reliability study was
conducted by Dogan (2015), was used. The scale consists of 6 questions in the form of a 5-point Likert scale. Maslach
(1981) burnout scale was used to measure the level of burnout. The Turkish validity-reliability study of the scale was
brought to the field by Cam (1993) and Ergin (1992). The scale consists of 22 questions in the form of a 5-point Likert
scale. To measure the perceived contagiousness of covid-19, a questionnaire consisting of 7 questions in the form of a 5-
point likert developed by Duncan et al. (2009) was used. All statistical analyzes were performed using IBM SPSS and AMOS
package programs. First of all, descriptive statistics were made to reveal the demographic characteristics of the
participants and the scores of the tested structures (psychological resilience, burnout, and perceived covid-19
transmissibility). Finally, structural equation modeling (SEM) was performed using the maximum likelihood estimation
method to examine the model that included resilience, burnout, and perceived covid-19 transmissibility. All variables
were standardized before the model was tested. The significance of the regression coefficients was determined by
calculating the 95% bootstrap confidence interval. The bias-corrected bootstrap test with 10,000 bootstrap samples was
used to examine whether the mediating effect exists. Questions 2, 7 and 14 of the burnout scale that did not fit into the
model and the 2nd question of perceived covid-19 contagiousness were not included in the analysis.

Findings

Correlation values between Burnout, Resilience and Perceived Covid-19 Transmissibility obtained by structural equation
modeling (correlations within the whole model) are significant (p<0.000). There is a positive relationship between burnout
and Perceived Covid-19 Transmissibility, the relationship is significant (p<0.000) and the degree of relationshipis r = 0.203.
There is a negative relationship between Burnout and Resilience, the relationship is significant (p<0.000) and the degree
of the relationship is r = -0.353. There is a negative relationship between Resilience and Perceived Covid-19
Transmissibility, the relationship is significant (p<0.000) and the degree of relationship is r = -0.262.

Bilateral correlation values (correlations within the whole model) between Burnout, Resilience, and Perceived Covid-19
Transmissibility are also significant (p<0.000). There is a positive relationship between burnout and Perceived Covid-19
Transmissibility, the relationship is significant (p<0.000) and the degree of the relationship is r = 0.166. There is a hegative
relationship between Burnout and Resilience, the relationship is significant (p<0.000) and the degree of the relationship
is r = -0.386. There is a negative relationship between Psychological Resilience and Perceived Covid-19 Transmissibility,
the relationship is significant (p<0.000) and the degree of relationship is r = -0.239.

Discussion and Conclusions

It is a fact that the covid-19 pandemic, which makes a big difference in daily life, has a great effect on the psychology of
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individuals. This also affects burnout. It has also been revealed in studies in the literature that individuals with high
psychological resilience are less affected by this situation (Ran et al., 2020; Ungiiren and Kagmaz, 2022; Yelboga et al.,
2022; Yildirim and Arslan, 2020). The perceived contagiousness and the state of being affected by the Covid-19 pandemic
are lower in the group with high education level. In general, it is seen that the relations between psychological resilience
and burnout are applied in the education sector (Ulukan,2020; Bozdag,2020). The perceived contagiousness level for
Covid-19 is also seen when it is scanned in the literature, where it is applied in the education sector (Padmanabhanunni
and Pretorius, 2021; Pretorius et al., 2022). The fact that the contagiousness scales between psychological resilience,
burnout and perceived covid-19 are not applied on academic staff in Turkey makes this study unique.
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Asymmetric, Pluralistic or Distinctive? Secularism in India

and Malaysia within Comparative Perspective”
Asimetrik, Cogulcu veya Farkli mi? Karsilastirmali Perspektifle Hindistan ve
Malezya'da Laiklik

Tugce YILDIZ?

Oz

Bu makale, Hindistan ve Malezya'da laikligin karmagstk ve niiansli dogasini ele alarak, sabit ve evrensel bir tanimin sorgulanmasini
amaclamaktadir. Makale, s6z konusu tlkelerin, cesitli dini gérintmlerine ragmen, laik yonetimlere farklt yaklasimlar benimsedigini inceler.
Hindistan'da laiklik, dini meselelerde tarafsizlik ilkesi olarak goriilmekte olup, Anayasa'nin dini 6zgirlik ve esitlik icin getirdigi huktimlerde
yansitilmaktadir. Bununla bitlikte, makale, Hindistan'daki laikligin icerdigi zorluklar ve celiskileri Shah Bano davast 6rnegiyle ele almakta
dini medeni hukuk ile laik prensipler arasindaki gerilimleri ortaya koymaktadir. Ote yandan, Malezya'nin laiklige yaklasimi belirgin bir sekilde
farklidir, Tslam'in dstin din ilan edilmesi ve devlet yasalari ile kurumlarini etkilemesiyle belirgindir. Buna ragmen Malezya'nin anayasast
laiktir ve makale, Malezya’nin Islami ve laik yonetim arasinda nasil gezindigini, hukuki yorumlar ve cift hukuk sistemiyle gostermektedir.
Genel olarak, makale, laikligin yeniden degerlendirilmesini savunmakta, kiiresel olarak cesitli laik uygulamalari dikkate alan ve bunlarr dini
ozgirlik, esitlik ve hosgorii prensipleri temelinde degerlendiren bir cergeve 6nermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: laiklik, Hindistan, Malezya, devlet, din

Abstract

This article explores the nuanced and complex nature of secularism in India and Malaysia, challenging the notion of a fixed, universal definition.
It examines how these countries, despite their diverse religious landscapes, have adopted distinct approaches to secular governance. In India,
seculatism is seen as a principle of impartiality in religious matters, reflected in the Constitution's provisions for teligious freedom and equality.
However, the article also delves into the challenges and contradictions within Indian seculatism, such as the Shah Bano case, which revealed
tensions between religious personal laws and secular principles. On the other hand, Malaysia's approach to seculatism is markedly different,
with Islam being declared the supreme teligion and influencing state laws and institutions. Despite this, Malaysia's constitution is secular, and
the article discusses how the country navigates between Islamic and secular governance, as seen in legal interpretations and the dual legal
system. Overall, the article argues for a reevaluation of secularism, proposing a framework that considers the diversity of secular practices
globally and evaluates them based on principles of religious freedom, equality, and tolerance.

Keywords: secularism, India, Malaysia, state, religion

institutions. However, this fixed definition has failed to
explain developments at the dawn of the 21st century. The
Secularism is a contentious concept with various meanings  modernization theory, which dominated the explanation of
attributed over time, from the decline of religion in the secularism during the 1950s and 1960s, has given way to
public sphere of the developed world via modernizationto  alternative theories, recognizing that modern societies are
religious privatization. In its simplest form, secularismisa not directly becoming secular, and religion is not declining
political doctrine that emerged in the Western context, in the public space as expected. On the contrary, religion has
claiming the separation of the state from religious started to play a significant role in public life?, leading to

1. INTRODUCTION

" In this article, the principles of scientific research and publication ethics were followed. / Bu makalede bilimsel arastirma ve yayin etigi ilkelerine uyulmustur.
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alternative views emerging to explain the religion-secular
divide in the post-secular age®.

Most cases worldwide indicate that the definition and
understanding of secularism are shaped by different social
and cultural contexts and change over time. There is no
single homogeneous Western understanding of
secularism either. For instance, secularism in France
(laicite) differs from that in the UK, US, or any other
Western country. Attempting to unify these different
versions of secularism in the Western world under a single
umbrella leads to the first theoretical problem in the field
of secularism studies. Additionally, defining secularism as
the separation of church from the state points to the
second theoretical problem, as there is no single church
either, but rather different religious groups, communities,
and sects treated differently by the state. In summary, the
heterogeneity of secular interpretations, even across the
West, and temporal changes in secular understanding led
to the conclusion that socio-political concepts retain their
meanings and significance depending on the social context
and geographic/local realities.

The specific socio-cultural histories of societies and their
experiences through modernization, globalization, and
colonization have revealed different versions of
secularism. Indeed, the structure of secularism, based on
guiding normative principles such as liberty, toleration,
and neutrality, is open to change depending on different
national political contexts. Acknowledging the concept of
“multiple secularisms”* suggested by Alfred Stepan, this
article argues that different patterns of secularism are
shaped by both domestic and global dynamics. Variations
in state-religion-society relations over space and time, as
well as global interactions between and within states,
forge different patterns of secularism. Recognizing the
existence of multiple secularisms in the contemporary
world, this article aims to analyze and offer a critical
comparison of two different interpretations of secularism
in a non-Western world: the Malaysian version of
asymmetric (hybrid in some sense) secularism and the
Indian version of pluralistic secularism. A further aim is to
demonstrate how the specific historical and cultural roots,
as well as their global interactions, have led these
countries to choose different ways of handling the
challenges of religiously pluralistic societies. These (non-
Western) country cases are chosen for several reasons.

3 Jurgen Habermas proposed first the term of “post-secular age” to refer the
times in which modernity is perceived as falling morally so there is a need for
mutual tolerance between religious and secularist people to coexist peacefully.
See for example: Habermas, J. (2008). Notes on Post-Secular Society. New
Perspectives Quarterly, 25, 17-29.

4 Alfred Stepan classifies the different patterns of secularism into four groups:
(1) the separatist pattern found in the USA and France, (2) the established
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First and foremost, both countries have polarizing ethnic
and religious divides within their populations that seek
political and economic resources. Second, both countries
have a British colonial past that introduced parliamentary
democracy and led them to envision their future in a similar
way after independence. Third, both countries have a
majority group with one religion and a minority divided into
different religious groups, but with the strength to
challenge the majority. Despite these similarities, each
country has chosen a different way of dealing with tensions
between the majority and minority, as well as a different
path in the politics of religion. By focusing on the contrasts
as well as commonalities between these cases, this article
offers multiple lenses that challenge the singular picture of
secularism originating in the West.

2. DEFINING SECULARISM IN NON-WESTERN WORLD

The starting point of contention is these simple questions:
What is secularism? How do we define it? Are there any
criteria that we can use to evaluate whether one state has
secularism or not in its way of governance? Despite the
sizeable body of literature, there is no single simple answer
regarded as de facto to identify secularism, as even today
the lively, intense debates around the politics of religion and
secularism make clear. Different varieties of secular
understanding across time and space indicate the
incapability of a neutral, universal, and monolithic definition
of secularism.

Until very recently, the standard secularization thesis, which
assumes secularism as a mere negation of religion, had been
prevailing in the literature. According to this thesis,
modernity, characterized as the progressive decline of
religion in the public sphere and its transfer to the private
sphere, is assumed to bring secularism as a neutral category
(Rectenwald et al., 2015). However, global developments
within the past two to three decades indicating the
"resurgence of religion in international affairs”® have
shaken the rigid base of the standard secularization thesis.
As a result of secularization thesis losing its paradigmatic
status within the social sciences, sociological debates on
secularism have undergone change in a way that has
necessitated revisions and even has given rise to new
approaches. Peter Berger (1999), once a prominent
secularization theorist, has radically changed his views on
secularization to the point where modernization does not
lead inevitably to religion's loss of relevance, but rather to

religion in Sweden, Denmark and Norway, (3) “positive accommodation” found in
the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland and Germany and (4) the “positive
cooperation, principled distance” model in India, Senegal and Indonesia.

5 For some scholars, religious resurgence is not simply the rise of religion but the
rise of challenges to dominant forms of secularism. See, for example, Hurd, E. S.
(2007). Theorizing Religious Resurgence. International Politics, 44, 647-665.

Cilt/Volume 6, Sayi/Number 1, Haziran/June 2024 Sayfa/Pages 11-20



izmir Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi/izmir Journal of Social Sciences

T.YILDIZ

pluralism (Berger, 2008). In his book "The Many Altars of
Modernity", he suggests the new paradigm of double
plurality that refers to the co-existence of different beliefs,
values, and religious traditions on one side, and the
coexistence of religious and secular on another side
(Berger, 2014). Similarly, Jirgen Habermas has put
forward a new thesis called the "postsecularism thesis", in
which he emphasizes the persistent role of religion in
politics as well as public life (Bhargava, 2008).

Consequently, secularism, accepted as the basis of a
modern nation-state until very recently, is now regarded
as a political, social, and cultural formation (Bhargava,
2008). In other words, multiple formations of secularism,
rather than a single model of secularism as idealized in the
European experience, are acknowledged by many
scholars. Accordingly, the number of empirical works on
the distinctive traditions of secularism in various countries
has increased. These works distinguish secularisms in
terms of the institutionalized relationship between
religion and politics (Wohlrab-Sahr and Burchardt, 2012).
The common point emphasized is that secularist traditions
are context contingent, which suggests their meaning is
shaped in connection with and in distinction from others.
This implies that secularism is constructed not only within
a single national state boundary but also between states
through power relations such as nationalist projects, state-
society relations, colonial or post-colonial interactions,
etc. Cady and Hurd (2010), for example, refer to French
laicité by arguing that it developed not only from the
Enlightenment critique of religion and Christian reform but
also from global relationships, including colonial and
postcolonial relations with religious minorities both in
France and abroad. Similarly, Talal Asad (2003) sees
secularism as a social construct that emerged primarily
within Latin Christendom. He suggests that the evolution
of Western secularism is closely tied to Western
engagement and influence in regions such as the Middle
East. During the process of colonization, the West came
into contact with various belief systems and cultural
practices, which were often categorized as "religions." To
manage the colonies, the West tried to understand these
diverse belief systems as conditioned upon Protestant
Christianity. That led to the development of Western
secularism. Thus, secularism emerges in an interactional
relationship network in which, while on the one hand it
relies upon religion, it also reproduces the definitions of
religion in that context on another.

The aim of this article is to contribute to the literature of

6 1t should be noted that there is a huge internal heterogeneity within Hindus
and Muslims that make mobilization difficult in one sense.
7 The term "secularism" was used first by the British writer George Holyoake in
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"multiple secularisms" that has emerged recently by
offering different patterns of secularism in these two cases.
While doing this, it refrains from falling into the
dichotomous grid that regards the social world as modern-
western on one side and traditional-indigenous on the
other. Related to this abstention, this article tries to show a
picture of different variants of secularisms that fall into the
religious-secular spectrum. This article has dual ends, in a
sense. On the one side, it examines the presence of different
secularisms in the non-Western world, which
modernization and secularization theories remain incapable
of explaining. On another side, it aims to answer the
question of whether each case, i.e., Indian or Malaysian, is
significantly distinctive or shares some components with
another. This article argues that secularism is context-
contingent, socially constructed, and an adaptable
normative category. Based on the context and time, each
country case indicates a different pattern of secularism. Yet,
all these variants essentially have three principles that
constitute the foundations of secularism: the religious
freedom of individuals, equality in terms of religion, and
religious toleration. Depending on the degree of such
principles that one has, each takes a position on the
religious-secular spectrum. By this way, while India takes a
position nearer to the secularism end of the spectrum,
Malaysia remains close to the religious side in the spectrum.

3. SECULARISM IN INDIA: PSEUDO- OR PLURALISTIC?

India, as one of the most populous countries in the world
with diverse religions such as Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism,
Jainism, Christianity, etc., holds a distinctive importance as
a case study in matters of religion and politics.® In fact, in
India, religion is deeply embedded not only in politics but
also in all aspects of social life. Consequently, the fact that
religion determines the way social relations are conducted,
with its norms and values, makes it difficult to provide unity
and harmony in multicultural and multireligious India. Here,
secularism comes into play in Indian politics to address the
issue of harmony.

The implication of the Western concept of secularism’,
which suggests the separation of church and state, in a non-
Western country has been a topic of discussion in the
literature. In the case of India, the politics of religion and
secularism reveal themselves differently. Since its
independence, India has proposed impartiality in religious
matters as one of its guiding principles. Indeed, the Indian
constitution, with its certain provisions, demonstrates the
secular nature of independent India.?

1846. See for further information: Holyoake, G. J. (1876). The Principles of
Secularism. London: Austin & Co.
8 The provisions relating to “Right of Freedom of Religion” of Article 25-28 of the
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Yet, the "wall of separation" between state and religion in
India is somewhat blurry. While some articles in the Indian
constitution imply strict separation as idealized in the
Western world, some other provisions require the state to
intervene in some religious matters, such as funding
religious educational institutions and providing
community-based rights for religious minorities.’
Moreover, there is an acceptance of distinctive religious
laws for Hindus, Muslims, and Christians, which are
regarded as part of Personal Law, governing marriage and
divorce. In some non-personal matters, such as
commercial matters, a General Civil Code prevails
(Almeida, 2015).

Another interesting example that Rochelle Almeida
focuses on is that there is no other example of religious
freedom seen from the list of national holidays than that
in India. Known as "Gazetted" holidays, public holidays in
India include all important dates related not only to the
country's history but also to the birth and death of the
founders of individual religions. The ironic relationship
between national (and religious in one sense) holidays and
the nation's commitment to secularism indicates how
Indian secularism is different from any other examples in
the world. Regardless of the size of the religious
population, all religious groups have the same recognition
in terms of the representation of their special dates in
Gazetted Holidays (Almeida, 2015).

This distinctive character of Indian secularism has paved
the way for discussions over many years among not only
politicians and citizens but also intellectuals and scholars.
Debates on secularism mainly revolve around the nature
of secularism in the Indian context, i.e., whether
secularism is an appropriate normative value in India,
whose roots can be found in Ancient Indian traditions, or
if it is an imposed Western colonial value ill-adapted to
Indian social and political realities. For some scholars, the

Constitution of India indicate that India is a secular state:

Article 25. Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation
of religion,

Article 26. Freedom to manage religious affairs,

Article 27. Freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion of any particular
religion,

Article 28. Freedom as to attendance at religious instruction or religious worship
in certain education institutions.

9 The Constitution determines to sets of rights of minorities that can be put under
“common domain” and “separate domain”. ‘Common domain’ donates all rights
that are applicable to all citizens of the country. On the other hand, ‘separate
domain’ includes rights that are applicable to only minorities to protect their
identity. For example, it is stated in the article 30 that all religious and linguistic
minorities have a right to establish and administer educational institutions of
their choice and they are not discriminated in the matter of receiving state aid.
For detailed information, please see https://legislative.gov.in/constitution-of-
india/

0 In fact, amid a debate in the Constituent Assembly on the nature of
constitution, Prof. K. T. Shah declared his demand to include the word of
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concept of secularism is irrelevant, not useful, and creates
tremendous confusion because the initial constitution of
India ratified in 1949 had no clause including the concept of
"secularism".1° Yet, discussions in the Constituent Assembly
on the nature of the Constitution indicate that India had
already been accepted as a secular state by its drafters. For
example, Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India,
had a strong commitment to secularism. He defined
secularism in his speech at Oxford as the state giving equal
protection to all religions while keeping equal distance from
all religions. However, it took three decades to include the
word "secularism” in the Constitution. The Indira Gandhi-
led government included the word "secularism" in the
Preamble with the 42nd amendment to the constitution
enacted in 1976 without a certain definition given.!! With
this amendment, it is declared that the nature of the Indian
republic is socialist and secular.’> Yet, there is still a
discussion going on whether the Preamble is a part of the
constitution or not. Since then, secularism, with different
meanings attributed by various groups, has been used as an
instrument for power struggle. In other words, it has not
been an easy task to handle successfully a multi-religious,
multi-cultural, multi-caste society in practice than to make
a country "secular" with only the inclusion of the word
"secularism" through constitutional amendment.

The inclusion of the word "secularism" in the Indian
constitution has had a two-way impact on politics. On one
side, it has been an important step that increased the
awareness of society about their respective positions. This
could be seen from the rapid increase in the number of
cases brought by women and minorities to the Court just
after the inclusion. On the other side, the fact that there is
no concept equivalent in Hindi and no precise definition in
the Constitution has opened the room for different
definitions. These differences in understanding of
secularism have led to the use of secularism as a political
propaganda tool. The lack of exact wording in lieu of

“secularism” in the article 1 describing the nature of Indian state. However, the
members of assembly decided to drop the word “secular” in Preamble even
though they agreed on secular nature of Indian state.

11 Some authors evaluate the inclusion of the word “secularism” during Emergency
period strategic tool because Prime Minister Indira Gandhi could easily pass the
constitutional amendments with suppressed opposition and used this word in
accordance with her political purposes. See for example: Roychowdhury (2017),
Fatangare (2020), Blitz (2021) and Thakur (2023).

121n Preamble, it is stated that: “We, the people of India, having solemnly resolved
to constitute India into a sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic republic and to
secure to all its

citizens: Justice, social, economic and political;

Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;

Equality of status and of opportunity; and to promote among them all;

Fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the
Nation;

In our Constituent Assembly this 26th day of November, 1949, do hereby adopt,
enact and give to ourselves this constitution.”
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secularism in other languages apart from English—
particularly in non-Western languages—is one of the
biggest challenges that politicians, intellectuals, and elites
in the non-Western world face in order to explain it to
ordinary citizens. Misidentification of secularism in a
country in which religion is an inseparable part of the
culture has the possibility to cause reactions among
society towards any government policy made in the name
of constituting or protecting secularism. Such reactions
have been seen in the political history of both India and
Malaysia after independence.

As has happened in other parts of the world in recent
years, India has witnessed the acceleration of religious
revivalism, fundamentalism, and communalism too. The
increasing numbers of violent acts and communal riots in
parallel with these developments have made it visible that
secularism in India is under threat.’®* Competition for
access to political and economic resources among
different ethnic and religious groups has escalated
communalism, which manifests itself in two different
ways. On one hand, one of the prominent political parties
of post-independence India, the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) (Indian People's Party in English), including mostly
Hindu fundamentalists, created new concepts such as
Hindutva® to attract support and votes from lower castes.
The BJP is highly critical of the secular policies of the Indian
National Congress (Congress Party) and argues that the
Congress Party has fabricated the concept of "secularism"
for minority appeasement that can provide gains in
elections. It increased its political attraction by using anti-
Muslim sentiments after the erection of a Hindu temple in
an area in Ayodhya considered sacred for Hindus and the
occupation of the Babri Masjid (Mosque of Babur).
Increased hatred among Hindus towards Muslims led to
the demolition of Babri Masjid on 6 December 1992, which
led to increased violence throughout the country.

In a similar vein, some others call Indian secularism
"pseudo-secularism"?® to define government policies as
for minority appeasement. In some matters, such as
separate personal laws, Article 370, the existence of
Aligarh Muslim University, etc., Hindu fundamentalists
have argued that secularism puts the majority in a
disadvantaged position while overly favoring Muslims or
other minorities. On the other hand, minority

13 The 1980s and 1990s has witnessed many riots and violent acts such as in
Meerut, in Bombayi Bhiwandi, in Ahmedabad, in Surat, in Hyderabad, in Gujarat.
Ayodhya dispute, the Ram Janmabhoom and the destruction of Babri Mosque
on 6 December 1992 are some of the critical events that shape the political and
social future of the state.

14 Hindutva meaning Hinduness is an ideology that supports Hindu nationalism.
15 Anthony Elenjimittam was the first who used the term of “pseudo-secularism”
in his book Philosophy and Action of the R.S.S for the Hind Swaraj (Laxmi
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communalism has gradually consolidated its power. In some
cases, such as the Shah Bano judgment, Supreme Court
judgment in the Sarla Mudgal case, the Government has
met the demands of Islamic theocracy at the risk of
damaging secularism.

3.1
Ground

Shah Bano Case: Indian Secularism on Shaky

The Shah Bano case from the 1980s stands out as a
significant and early example highlighting the complexities
of Indian secularism and shedding light on the status of
Muslim women in the country. Shah Bano, a 62-year-old
Muslim mother of five, was divorced by her husband in
1978. She filed a petition in a local court seeking
maintenance from her ex-husband under Section 125 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) since she was unable to
support herself. This section mandates that a man must
provide maintenance to his wife during marriage and after
divorce if she cannot support herself.

However, Shah Bano's husband, Mohammed Ahmad Khan,
a wealthy and well-known advocate in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh, objected to this demand citing Muslim Personal
Law, which stipulates that a husband is only required to
provide maintenance to his wife for the iddat period after
divorce, not permanently. The All-India Muslim Personal
Law Board supported Khan's argument, advocating for the
application of Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) in matters of
divorce, maintenance, and other family issues.

Amidst ongoing debates, the Supreme Court ruled in 1985
in favor of granting maintenance to Shah Bano under the
CrPC, applicable to all Indian citizens irrespective of their
religion. Chief Justice Y.V. Chandrachud justified the verdict
by asserting, "This is the moral edict of the law, and morality
cannot be equated with religion."'” However, this decision
was later overturned due to significant pressure from
Islamic orthodoxy.

The Indian National Congress, led by Rajiv Gandhi, which
had a strong majority in the government, faced pressure
from ministers and the Muslim Personal Law Board. Fearing
electoral repercussions, the Congress government passed
the Muslim Women (Protection on Divorce) Act in 1986.
This Act gave Muslim women the right to maintenance for a
period of 90 days or the iddat® period after divorce. If the
woman could not support herself, the magistrate had the

Publications, 1951).

16 Article 370 gives autonomous status to the state of Jammu and Kashmir. Along
with this, Special Provision gives certain privileges to its citizens.

7 For the detailed information about Shah Bano case, please see:
http://cscs.res.in/dataarchive/textfiles/textfile.2008-07-22.2150472804/file

18 |ddat period is the period a woman must observe after the death of her spouse
or after a divorce during which she may not marry another man.
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authority to direct the Wakf Board to provide necessary
maintenance to her and her dependent -children.
Consequently, this Act nullified the Supreme Court's ruling
in the Shah Bano case.

The Shah Bano case brought attention to several issues,
including the need for gender equality, the existence of
separate personal laws for different religious groups, state
intervention in religious matters, and the importance of
implementing a Uniform Civil Code, as provided for under
Article 44 of the Constitution, for a secular nation.

3.2 Distinctive Indian secularism?

It is apparent that the distinctiveness of Indian secularism
stems mostly from the different position of the state in
respect to religion compared to an idealized Western
secularism. Rather than strict separation of state and
religion, the Indian state stands at an equal distance to all
religions, personal faiths, and beliefs. Plenty of work has
been written on the distinctive character of Indian
secularism. Rajeev Bhargava, one of the prominent
thinkers on the existence of distinctive Indian secularism,
claims that Indian secularism — Modern Indian
constitutional secularism (MICS) as he names it —is hybrid
in a way that it is informed by Western precedents but also
constitutes its own modern variant (Bhargava, 2010).
While preserving the basic universal components of
secularism such as equality, tolerance, etc., Indian
secularism gives different weights to each component.

On the other hand, Madan (1997) argues that the notion
of secularism emerged out of the dialectic of Protestant
Christianity and the European Enlightenment. That’s why
he argues that secularism in a Western sense is totally
alien to Hindu thought. Yet, he claims that Indian
secularism is a distinctive one shaped by the religious and
cultural roots of India’s past and the political challenges of
the present (Cady and Hurd, 2018:18). According to him,
Indian secularism can be understood as “religious
pluralism as a positive value combined with the
affirmation of national unity within a democratic
framework” (Madan, 2011:8).

According to Madan, Indian secularism differs from any
other example in the West. Unlike the secularism in the
United States that has a motive to keep the state and
religion apart and the secularism in France and Turkey that
aims to put religious expression outside the public sphere,
Indian secularism is a “religio-secular ideology” based on
the inherent values of Hindu traditions — religious
pluralism and tolerance. On the other hand, Zoya Hasan

19 According to the year 2010 records, 61.3% of population is Muslim, 19.8% is
Buddhist, 9.2% is Christian, 6.3% is Hindu, 3.5% is others. (For further
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regards Indian secularism as a political project of the state
to reform religion with an objective of national unity,
justice, equality, and rights of minorities rather than a
religio-political vision rooted in the religious history and
culture of the Hindu tradition as Madan says. In a similar
vein, Jacobson defines Indian secularism as “ameliorative
secularism” since through certain provisions in the
Constitution, it is aimed to reform Hinduism (Jacobsohn,
2003).

Rajeev Bhargava, with his efforts to explore the historical
trajectories of Indian secularism, claims that there are some
conceptual spaces in Indian history where secularist
elements were formed and out of which secularism in the
modern sense was developed. According to him, religious
diversity in India since the 5th century BCE with different
religious traditions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism,
Islam, etc., paved the way for the development of secular
ideals. For example, religious freedom and toleration as well
as the idea of human equality can be found in the doctrines
of Buddhism, Bhakti and Sufi movements, and Islam
(Bhargava, 2010).

In sum, the founding fathers of India aimed to give a secular
character to the new state through certain provisions in the
constitution. Indeed, the main foundations of secularism
such as equality, religious tolerance, and religious freedom
have already been in Indian culture. Yet, the association of
certain government policies with secularism has given a
different meaning and character to it unlike one in the
Western context. Hence, secularism has been used - in a
positive or negative way - as a principle, normative ideal, or
political discourse to serve certain political ends of the
majority or even sometimes the minority.

4. POLITICS OF RELIGION IN MALAYSIA: ANOTHER
WAY OF HANDLING CHALLENGES OF DIVERSITY

Malaysia, with its diverse religious and ethnic groups,
provides another interesting example for the study of the
politics of religion.’® The diversity in terms of religion, race,
and ethnicity has brought about a totally different way of
governance in Malaysia compared to India. Instead of
standing at an equal distance to all religions as in the Indian
case, the state of Malaysia regards Islam as the supreme
religion and not on par with other religions. Similarly, the
Malaysian state claims a monopoly on the reinterpretation
of Islamic law and its incorporation into state law. In other
words, Muslims, who constitute 60% of the population, are
subject to some rules and regulations of Islamic
jurisprudence (figh) that the Malaysian state has deemed
appropriate for implementation. Along with this, Islam is

information, please see:
https://www.indexmundi.com/malaysia/demographics_profile.html)
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stated as the only official religion of the state in Article 3
of the Federal Constitution.?’ More importantly, and most
emphasized in religious-secular debates, is that there is no
provision including the word ‘secular’ in the Federal
Constitution, unlike in the Indian or Turkish constitutions.

Nevertheless, when Malaysia gained independence in
1957, there was no provision in the constitution stating
that the nation was an Islamic state. The crucial date was
on September 29, 2001, when Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad declared that Malaysia was an Islamic state
(Rosdi and Shafie, 2016). Government officials then
repeated this claim (Adil, 2017:121). However, there has
been no attempt to amend the constitution to reflect
Malaysia as an Islamic state. Discussions on whether
Malaysia is an Islamic state or not revolve around two
main issues. Some argue that the prescribed official
religion as Islam in the constitution prevents the state
from being secular in nature. Others claim that Malaysia
was founded on secular principles, as can be seen from the
discussions of drafters during the constitutional process in
1957.%

In addition, those claiming the presence of a secular
nature in the Malaysian state point to Article 4 of the
Federal Constitution, which suggests that the Federal
Constitution is the supreme law of the federation. In fact,
all these debates are shaped according to how one
interprets secularism. As emphasized in the literature
review part, the concept of secularism has been
misunderstood by inhabitants of non-Western countries,
especially Arabic-speaking Muslims, due to the lack of
exact wording in Arabic that conveys the meaning of
secularism. Another problem can arise from the
misdirection of some scholars who argue that secularism
and Islam are incompatible. Since secularism has been
equated with atheism or non-religiosity, any policy or
political discourse for the sake of secularism has been
regarded as something bad, evil, and negative to the
culture.

20 Article 3.1 of the Federal Constitution says that “Islam is the religion of the
Federation; but other religions may be practiced in peace and harmony in any
part of the Federation.”
http://www.agc.gov.my/agcportal/uploads/files/Publications/FC/Federal%20C

onsti%20(Bl1%

20text).pdf

21 Reid Commission including members from the UK, Ireland, India, Pakistan and
Australia was independent responsible commission to draft the constitution for
independent Malaya. For the discussions in Reid Commission on the nature of
the constitution, see Fernando, J. M. (2006). The Position of Islam in the
Constitution of Malaysia. Journal of Southeast Asia Studies, 37(2), 249- 265.

22 |In 1957, upon gaining independence, it was known as the Federation of
Malaya. However, with the inclusion of the northern Borneo states of Sabah and
Sarawak, along with Singapore in 1963, the official name was changed to the

Cilt/Volume 6, Sayi/Number 1, Haziran/June 2024 Sayfa/Pages 11-20

4.1 Malaysian Hybrid Version: Quasi-theocratic?

Quasi-secular?

When Malaya?? gained independence, it had two potential
models from its British colonial past to follow: “Islamic
Pakistan” on one hand and “secular India” on the other. In
the early stage of drafting the constitution, drafters found
secularism appropriate for governing religious diversity in
Malaya. During the constitution debates, two important
actors in the Reid Commission influenced the process:
Justice Abdul Hamid of Pakistan and Justice Malik of India
(Stilt, 2015). Justice Abdul Hamid insisted on including the
Islamic establishment clause?, citing examples of countries
with such clauses, including "Christian countries" like
Ireland, Norway, and Denmark, as well as countries like
Afghanistan, Spain, Panama, and Paraguay (Stilt, 2018). In
the final drafting stage, a clause stating that Islam is the
religion of the federation was added to the constitution,
with a statement that it shall not impose any restriction on
non-Muslim citizens professing and practicing their own
religions. It seemed that Justice Abdul Hamid of Pakistan
was successful in pushing his views on constitutional Islam.

The question arises: Why would a country include such an
establishment clause in its constitution despite the initial
intent to create a secular constitution? According to Stilt
(2018), accepting or rejecting establishment clauses
depends not only on global dynamics but also on local
ambitions and hopes. She argues that these clauses result
from debates and power struggles among drafters on
political, legal, economic, and cultural issues such as
federalism, the location of power, national security, and
anti-colonial sentiment. In the Malaysian case, the inclusion
of the establishment clause could be based on both
domestic concerns and global implications. Domestically,
the United Malays National Organization (UMNO)
supported the inclusion of the establishment clause not for
religious purposes, but for special guarantees, privileges,
and advantages for ethnic Malays, such as language and
citizenship. This was driven by demographic anxieties about
Malays becoming a minority against Chinese and Indians,
whose numbers were expected to overwhelm Malays. Since
Malays were constitutionally Muslim?*, any provision that

Federation of Malaysia.

23Stilt (2018) in her article above uses the concept of “establishment clause” to
refer the provision that Islam is the religion of the state. This article follows her
conceptualization.

24 Article 160 of the Constitution defines “Malay” as;

1. A person who professes the religion of Islam,

2. Habitually speaks the Malay language,

3. Conforms to Malay custom, and

4. (a) was before Merdeka Day born in the Federation or in Singapore or born of
parents one of whom was born in the Federation or in Singapore or is on that day
domiciled in the Federation or in Singapore; or (b) is the issue of such a person.
Therefore, the Malaysian Constitution legally binds together the status of Malay
and Muslim.
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put Muslims in a superior position in terms of citizenship,
languages, and quotas for Parliament could directly
benefit Malays. However, it should be noted that not all
Malays are Muslim.

Another important feature of the Malaysian state that
shapes its position on the religious-secular spectrum is the
dual legal system. Along with civil law, there is Islamic law
(Shariah) applicable to Muslims to regulate personal
matters such as marriage, divorce, custody of children, and
inheritance. Islamic law is administered by a separate
court system, the Syariah Court. Additionally, the state has
a monopoly on religious interpretation through the Islamic
Religious Council (Majlis Agama Islam), the office of the
Mufti, and the Islamic Legal Consultative Committee
(Moustafa, 2013). Despite these bodies having absolute
authority in religious interpretation and lawmaking, there
is no requirement for members to have formal training in
Islamic law. For example, Article 32 of the Administration
of the Islamic Law Act states that the Mufti, who has sole
power to issue fatwas (binding legal documents upon
publication), must be 'fit and proper persons,' but no
further explanation is given in the article (Moustafa,
2013:11). Unlike in classical Islamic jurisprudence, when a
fatwa is issued by the Mufti, it carries the force of law and
is backed by the full power of the Malaysian state.

While the Malaysian state appears to accommodate God's
law into its legal system, it is argued that Malaysia is an
Islamic state. However, the state has a monopoly on
interpreting and codifying selected parts of figh (Islamic
jurisprudence) and making them applicable through state
institutions. Therefore, it is not correct to say that
Malaysia is an Islamic state, as the highest law in the
country is the man-made federal constitution. The
following case illustrates the secular nature of the
Malaysian legal system.

4.2 The Landmark Case of Che Omar bin Che Soh vs.
PP: Evoking the Secular Nature of the Malaysian State

The mere mention of Islam as the official religion in Article
3/1 does not automatically classify Malaysia as an Islamic
state. Simply referring to Islam does not alter the secular
nature of the Constitution. This viewpoint was upheld by a
Judge of the Supreme Court of Kuala Lumpur in the 1988
case of Che Omar Che Soh v Public Prosecutor. In this case,
the appellant argued that the mandatory death sentence
for drug trafficking is invalid because it contradicts Islam.
The appellant's lawyer cited Article 3 of the Federal
Constitution, contending that since Islam is the religion of

% |t is stated in Article 34 that: “[a] fatwa shall be recognized by all Courts in the
Federal Territories as authoritative of all matters laid down therein.”
26 For in depth research on the discussions about the secularism and religion in
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the Federation, imposing the death penalty, which is not
hudud or gisas according to Islamic law, goes against Islamic
principles and is thus unconstitutional.

However, the Supreme Court dismissed this argument,
explaining that while Article 3 does give Islam a special
status, it does not mean that Islam is the foundation of all
laws. In essence, Article 3 does not state that the death
penalty is unconstitutional because it conflicts with Islamic
law. The Che Omar Che Soh case highlights the primacy of
secular law in Malaysia.

Considering these aspects and legal rulings, Malaysia can be
seen as falling into a gray area on the secular-religious
spectrum.?® It is constitutionally secular, yet Islam is
recognized as the religion of the federation. Some legal
experts view Malaysia as a hybrid of Islamic and secular
principles, while others describe it as an example of "semi-
secularism," (Bakashmar, 2017) blending elements of
Islamic and liberal democratic governance. Politicians and
civil society actors strategically employ democratic and
Islamist policies to address internal and external challenges.

5. CONCLUSION

Secularism is a contested term in the study of the politics
and religion, and our understanding of state-religion-society
relations is shaped by how we define it. If one views
secularism as a fixed notion implying the separation of
religion from state affairs, then it becomes challenging to
characterize countries like India or Malaysia, among others,
as secular. It is now widely accepted that even within
Western countries, secularism manifests differently.
Therefore, fixed normative models are inadequate to
explain today's state-religion-society relations,
necessitating a reformulation of the concept to encompass
diverse dynamics, both domestic and global.

Alternative approaches and theories are needed to
comprehend the underlying factors influencing states that
pursue distinct forms of secularism. By acknowledging the
existence of "multiple secularisms" worldwide, it becomes
possible to establish acceptable criteria for comparative
studies. In this regard, this article proposes three
foundational principles of secularism—religious freedom,
equality in religion, and religious tolerance—as evaluation
criteria for placing countries on a religious-secular
spectrum.

Rather than categorizing countries as strictly secular or
religious, this approach recognizes different variants of
secularism along a spectrum. Each country's position on this

Malaysia, please see: Hoffstaedter, G. (2013). Secular state, religious lives: Islam
and the state in Malaysia. Asian Ethnicity, 14(4), 475-489.
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spectrum is determined by the degree to which it upholds
these principles. For example, the case of India exemplifies
a unique approach to secularism, distinct from Western
models, where the state maintains an equal distance from
all religions rather than a strict separation. Despite
constitutional provisions, the practice of secularism in
India is complex and often contentious, with ongoing
debates about its relevance and interpretation. The
country's rich religious diversity and historical context
have shaped its unique form of secularism, which
continues to evolve amidst political and social challenges.

In contrast, Malaysia presents a different scenario, where
Islam holds a privileged status, yet the state remains
constitutionally secular. The country's hybrid approach to
governance, blending Islamic principles with democratic
ideals, reflects its unique historical and political context.
The Malaysian case underscores the complexities of
managing religious diversity within a secular framework,
highlighting the need for continuous dialogue and
negotiation.

Both India and Malaysia provide valuable insights into the
complexities of secularism in multicultural societies. Their
experiences demonstrate the importance of context-
specific approaches to governance, acknowledging the
diverse religious and cultural landscapes within each
country. Indeed, the position of a state on the religious-
secular spectrum is influenced by the political actions and
decisions of various actors, including elites, politicians, and
intellectuals. Historical events such as Babri Masjid
Demolition (1992) and Shah Bano Case (1985) in India and
Islamization policies of Malaysia since the 1980s as well as
the introduction of bill to implement hudud law (Islamic
penal code) in the state of Kelantan (Malaysia) in 2014
illustrate that secularism have often been used as a
political tool to manage the challenges of diversity in these
societies, rather than arising from religious wars between
sects as seen in the Western world. As India and Malaysia
deal with the complex connections between secularism,
diversity, and politics, their histories remind us of the
ongoing challenge of maintaining secular values in diverse
religious and cultural settings.
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Advertisement: The Case of Indian Weaving Crafts”
Kiiltiirel Kiiresellesmenin ve Bati Medya Reklamlarinin Etkisi: Hint Dokuma El
Sanatlari Ornegi
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Abstract

World post-industrialisation has become a global village, and the cultural life of western countries has become a global norm, resulting in a
side-lining of Faster lifestyle, including dressing sense. This westernisation of dressing sense has increased the apprehensions of traditional
weaving crafts in India. This paper presents how the ever-increasing westernisation of dresses in hinterland India has marginalized the
traditional handloom weaving crafts, and youths are increasingly disinterested in pursuing the rich cultural profession. Government
Programmes for the protection and promotion ate of very limited help to ensure the future of handloom continues.

Keywords: Cultural life, westernisation, tradition weaving craft, government programmes, media

Oz

Diinya sanayilesme sonrasi kiiresel bir kéy haline geldi ve boylece batt tilkelerinin kiltirel yasami kiiresel bir norm haline geldi. Bu da
giyinme anlayisi da dahil olmak tizere Paskalya yasam tarzinin bir kenara atlmasina neden oldu. Giyinme anlayisinin batihlasmas,
Hindistan'da geleneksel dokuma sanatina olan ilgiyi artirdi. Bu makale, Hindistan bolgesinde elbiselerin gittik¢e artan batililagmasinin,
geleneksel el tezgaht dokuma sanatlarint nasil marjinallestirdigini ve genclerin zengin kiltirel meslegi stirdirmeye giderek daha fazla ilgisiz
kaldigini ortaya koyuyor. Tesvik ve tanitima yonelik Hikiimet Programlarinin, el dokuma tezgahinin geleceginin devam etmesini saglamaya

yonelik katkist cok sinirlt olduguna dikkat cekiliyor.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kulttrel yasam, batillilagsma, gelenek dokuma sanati, hitkiimet programlari, medya

1. INTRODUCTION

It is true that Western culture has had a significant
influence on many parts of the world, including what is
often referred to as the ‘third world’. This can be seen in
various aspects of society, such as fashion, music, film,
technology, and even language. However, it's important to
note that this phenomenon of Western cultural
domination is complex and multifaceted and is not solely

the result of Western power or superiority. Rather, it is a
result of a combination of historical, political, economic, and
technological factors. For example, globalization and the
rise of mass media have made it easier for Western cultural
products to be exported and consumed around the world.
It's also important to note that while Western culture has
had a significant impact on many countries, it has not
completely dominated or replaced local cultures. Many
people in ‘third world’ countries have been able to preserve
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their cultural heritage and traditions and often blend them
with elements of Western culture in unique and creative
ways. Ultimately, cultural domination is a sensitive and
controversial issue, and it's important to approach it with
an open mind and a nuanced understanding of the
complex factors at play (McChesney, 2001; Kang, 2004;
Matos, 2012).

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

In this paper, based on the respondents' narratives, an
attempt is made to understand how common people view
the ‘cultural domination’ of the west, particularly in the
dressing sense. It is not to argue that traditional dressing
altogether ended; contrary to this, it still prevails, and it
has a visible presence in everyday life and more so on
ceremonial occasions of marriages or other social
gatherings. Here only argument is that with the advent of
unprecedented technology, IT, an advertisement which
led to cultural globalization, eastern society (here read
India) witnessed increasing sense of westernisation of
clothing with a blend of local designs. This arguably added
to the decline of traditional weaving crafts in India. The
government has made programmes for its protection. Still,
the weaving community appears to be not very satisfied,
which reflects in this paper in the ‘narrative and discussion
section’. For this agreement very briefly cultural
globalization and the arguments of scholars are discussed
in this paper.

In common use, globalization defines ‘the increasing flow
of trade, finance, culture, ideas, and people across the
borders of nation-states brought about by the erudite
technology of communications and travel and by the
worldwide spread of neoliberal capitalism’ (Lewellen,
2002). As a result of these apparently unconstrained and
ever-increasing global flows, the world appears to be
rapidly decreasing or caught up in a mode of ‘time-space
compression' (Harvey, 1989). At the same time, Giddens
makes use of the notion of ‘time-space distanciation’ to
describe the effect that the world is more and more
interconnected and that events taking place in one place
can now bounce out their impact to an ever-greater
distance (Giddens, 1991). Though the image of a global
village is commonly supposed to be headquartered in the
West, the impression is that global cultural flows are seen
as initiating from the West, particularly with respect to
prevalent culture, including clothing styles, foods, and the
like. Scholars have expressed this particular feature of
globalization as Westernization or global homogenization,
as signified by the all too familiar Western, frequently
American representations, such as McDonald’s and Coca-
Cola. Subsequently, scholars summarize this dimension of
globalization as “McDonaldization” (Ritzer, 2019) or
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“Coca-Colonization” of the globe (Hannerz, 1992, Howes,
1996).

Through ethnographic research, many argue that western
goods or broadly Western culture are taken by people in
non-Western societies in their local forms of utilisation.
Thus, they challenge the validity of the global
homogenization thesis and emphasize the localization of
global goods and culture. Watson research on the local
forms of consumption of McDonald’s in five East Asian
societies offers a vivid example of the localization of an
international product and its connected meanings (Watson,
2006). The localization of the international, or more
precisely, the hybridizing of the global and the local, is a
strong anthropological case because it is consistent with
what anthropologists have done for a long time in
understanding how meanings are built in local settings. The
challenge that the global cultural flows pose on
anthropology/sociology/and related is that culture can no
longer be measured as a geographically bounded entity but
is indeed ‘deterritorialised’(Appadurai, 1996). Of course,
anthropologists/social scientists are also prompt to point
out that just like McDonald’s in East Asia, the
“deterritorialized” /transcending culture has to be
‘reterritorialized’ in specific locations (Inda and Rosaldo,
2002). Yet, this re-conceptualization of culture does not
discourse the issue of how anthropologists can study the
global or transcontinental cultural emerges
methodologically. Taking the “deterritorialization” of
culture a step further, Appadurai deliberates that the global
cultural economy is in a complex, overlapping and
disjunctive order’ (Appadurai, 1996).

In order to make sense of this arrangement, he comes up
with a series of new terminology, which he refers to as
"ethnoscapes, mediascapes, technoscapes, financescapes,
and ideoscapes," to describe the worldwide cultural tides of
people, images, technology, capital, and information
(Appadurai, 1996). A more direct approach would be to
refer to what George Marcus terms "multi-sited research"
as "designed around chains, paths, threads, or conjunctions
of locations in which the ethnographer/social scientist
found some form of literal or physical presence, with a clear,
posited logic of association or connection among sites that
in fact defines the argument of the ethnography;" (Kearney,
1995). In light of this, Ong (1999) argues that transnational
migration involves "both moving through space or across
lines, as well as changing the nature of something." As such,
tracking individuals who migrate from one location to
another, like Asian "mail order brides" moving to the United
States, can provide insights into both the movement and the
connections between the various locations as well as the
subtle changes in individuals' identities that have arisen as
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a result of the movement (Constable, 2003). Wallerstein
(2012) explains this form as a component of the world
system, which is made up of the core, the periphery, and
the semi-periphery. The West is referred to as the core,
territories between the core and periphery are referred to
as the semi-periphery, and the periphery comprises
countries where people are subject to the global system.
The peripheral produces items and raw resources to
support industries in the core, whereas the core focuses
on banking, finance, and highly skilled industrial
manufacturing. The global pattern of goods flows remains
the same, even though the modern international economy
may not consist of a "world system." Consequently, there
appears to be a lot of variation in the global movement of
goods, or what some refer to as the global "commodity
cape" (Foster, 2002). However, beneath the surface of
these free travels, there is also some manipulation of the
specific types of goods that move from one region to
another and from one nation to another. This
manipulation is related to the global political economy,
which is fundamentally driven by the differences between
the west and the rest of the world. Additionally, products
having a western origin, such Coca-Cola and McDonald's,
are frequently mentioned in whispers as indicators of the
other products being Americanized or Westernised.

Material Culture and Clothes Matter: In answering the
query, Miller goes over the two steps in the academic
community in the West. It was shown in the 1980s that
materiality produced social worlds just as much as the
other way around, marking the advancement of the first
stage. According to Miller (1997), the second stage makes
the argument "that things matter can now be argued to
have been made." The first approach, embodied by
Appadurai, holds that objects have significance because
their "social life" or "cultural biography" provide insight
into the society and culture they experience along their
"life course." The majority of anthropologists concur that
material items and culture are mutually constitutive in any
given society, even though not all of them would approach
the study of clothes or material culture in general from a
"social life" or "cultural biography" perspective
(Appadurai, 1986). Tarlo contends that homespun fabrics
have come to represent national identity since Gandhi
started the swadeshi, or homespun, movement in India to
oppose British textiles and to strive for national
independence from Great Britain (Tarlo, 1996).

In pointing out the relationship between material culture
and social identity, Miller recognises the value of what he
terms the initial phase of material culture studies.
However, Miller (1997) criticises those works for
"privileging something called society" by transferring
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already significant social identities, like gender and class,
onto material items and thereby ignoring the materiality of
things. As a result, he suggests that material culture studies
take a new turn and that it is now possible to argue that
things matter (Miller, 1997). He has two meanings when he
says it. In order to explain why items like this matter,
material culture studies might, among other things, go back
to the materiality of things. More precisely, he refers to the
"material context" of the objects under investigation. In his
analysis of Coca-Cola in Trinidad, the author argues that the
beverage is significant not because it inherently represents
American culture but rather because it is a "sweet drink"
that should be compared to other "sweet drinks" available
on the island, some of which are regarded as "local" and
others as "foreign." Miller contends that Trinidadian
perceptions of what constitutes "local" and "foreign"
beverages are not self-evident; rather, they are entwined
with political issues of race and ethnicity and resulted from
negotiations between executives in overseas corporate
headquarters and local company representatives who had
conflicting objectives (Miller, 1998).

The term ‘dress’ holds diverse meanings for various fields
such as sociology, economics, and fashion designing. For
sociologists, dress could signify social status, class, and
cultural values, while economists could view it as an
indicator of consumer behaviour and economic growth.
Meanwhile, fashion designers could see it as a form of
creative expression and aesthetics. But in the setting of
cultural the rise of globalisation the increasing acceptance
of Western attire in Indian society challenges conventional
fashion standards and underlines how globalisation affects
cultural customs. The unchanging nature of fashion is
evident regardless of the historical era being discussed. The
variety and development of styles can be explained by the
fashion process. Fashion is impossible in certain countries
where the dominant philosophy is opposed to or hostile to
progress in society (Kawamura, 2005).

Preceding arguments show it is a highly debated issue; most
argue that cultural domination is primarily western
domination or homogenization, while many argue it is a
blended way. Cultures get amalgamated or different forms.
Here argument in the paper is that owing to technical
advancement unprecedented flow of advertising and
marketing agencies, eastern societies are very much at
receiving end in this unmatched competition. Western
countries are more successful in promoting their culture
through the internet and television, even though people in
third-world countries also have access to these
technologies. Western countries have a strong economic
and cultural influence on the global stage, which allows
them to invest more heavily in media production and
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distribution. This means they have more resources to
create and disseminate content showcasing their culture,
such as movies, TV shows, music videos, and social media
campaigns. In addition, western countries have historically
been at the forefront of technological innovation, which
has given them a head start in utilizing new digital media
platforms to promote their culture. Silicon Valley, located
in the United States, is a hub for technological innovation
and has produced many of the most popular social media
platforms, such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter,
which are used globally to disseminate culture. English is
widely spoken around the world and is the dominant
language used on the internet, making it easier for
western countries to reach a global audience with their
cultural content. The power dynamics of the global media
industry are such that western countries often have
greater control over the production and distribution of
content than third-world countries (Matos, 2012). While
people in third-world countries may have access to the
internet and television programs, western countries have
several structural advantages that allow them to promote
their culture more effectively in the current IT revolution
world. Provided this, it can be argued that traditional
weaving crafts and many more crafts are under stress for
their survival. For this, narratives are provided, do they see
their future and what they expect from governments and
if at all they are hopeful of their fabulously rich weaving
crafts.

3. TRADITIONAL WEAVING CRAFTS DECLINE

The worst effect of Western dressing culture on traditional
weaving crafts of India is the loss of demand for traditional
textiles. As Western-style clothing becomes more popular
in India, the demand for traditional Indian textiles has
decreased significantly. This has resulted in a decline in the
market for traditional textiles, making it difficult for
traditional weavers to earn a livelihood. Moreover, with
the increasing demand for cheap and mass-produced
clothing, the traditional handloom industry in India is
struggling to survive. Many weavers have been forced to
abandon their traditional Craft and seek employment in
other sectors. The lack of appreciation for traditional
weaving crafts and the gradual loss of knowledge and skills
associated with these crafts is also a major concern. The
younger generation is often more interested in Western
fashion and may not see the value in learning traditional
weaving techniques. The impact of Western dressing
culture on traditional weaving crafts of India is a complex
issue with far-reaching consequences for the cultural and
economic landscape of the country (Shanker, 2004;
Ramchandra, 2016). It is important to recognize the value
of traditional weaving crafts and support efforts to
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preserve and promote them.
4, RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This paper tries to understand the perception of the
weaving community, predominantly Muslim weavers and
other backward castes pertaining to the future of their
weaving of rich cultural attire. For this, it appears pertinent
to consider a qualitative approach by analysing the
narratives of common weavers and other stakeholders.
Narrative analysis has gained profound traction for the last
few decades. Narratives are not merely general perceptions
as story narration. Narratives are built over a period of time
due to conscious observations of phenomena. Narrative
research is a research method in social science that seeks to
understand human experience by gathering and analysing
stories, personal narratives, and life histories. It is an
important research method because it allows researchers to
capture the complexity of human experience and to gain a
deeper understanding of how individuals make sense of
their lives and the world around them (Wengraf, 2001;
Riessman, 2008; Freeman, 2015). Around twenty-two, in-
depth interviews are conducted with common weavers and
cooperative society members irrespective of gender. In a
cooperative society, female weavers are hardly visible
owing to deep-rooted patriarchy.

Among the recorded interviews, those discussions provided
in the paper which are specific. During the interview,
saturation was also witnessed, and here in this paper, a
humble attempt is made to understand the cultural aspects
responsible for shrinking handloom weaving crafts. Due to
its household nature, it is important to understand the
narratives of young members of the said community.
Narratives are important because they provide a means for
individuals to construct and make sense of their
experiences, and they allow researchers to gain insight into
the subjective experiences and perspectives of individuals
and groups. By collecting and analysing narratives,
researchers can better understand the complexities of
social phenomena, including social identities, cultural
practices, and social norms, among others. Narratives are a
valuable tool in social science research, as they allow
researchers to explore the richness and diversity of human
experience in a way that goes beyond quantitative data.

These interviews were carried out for the PhD work under
the title “Government Programmes for the Promotion of
Traditional Crafts with special reference to the weavers: A
case study of District Mau, U.P.

The region of Mau and Azamgarh, along with District
Varanasi, is globally known for handloom weaving which is
tedious yet of utmost importance to the highly marginalised
Artisan community of Indian caste ridden society.
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Particularly for the Muslim minority who after the
partition of India (1947) left in India were not big
businessmen or traders, but a profound chunk of the
population is marginalised artisanal caste or service caste
engaged in age-old traditional family artisanal profession.

5. INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

The majority of the weavers are from the Ansari caste of
Muslims, and a small proportion is of Hindu weavers too
in the region. In the local dialect, weavers are referred to
as “Jolaha”/Jolahen as a slur which is a Persianized term
meaning “person working with a bow!| of woollen/thread
(Khalidi, 2006).

This is a home based industry of utmost importance as it
provides job opportunities to women who still have very
limited access to outside skilled jobs owing to poor
educational status (Raman, 2010; Williams, 2013). In-
depth interview is carried out with women weavers, young
male/female weavers (18-40 around), weaver’s society
members, including post holders (president/s) who are
entrusted by the government policy and programme
formulators for the better welfare programmes
implementation, which on ground marred with several
critical issues. These issues are discussed in the interview.

The interview is deliberated around some critical issues,
which are listed below.

.  What weavers perceive about the government
programmes pertaining to the protection and
promotion of traditional weaving crafts.

Il. Do they see any future in traditional weaving crafts,
and do they consider any positive opinion about the
government’s slated programmes?

lll.  Whether or not they avail long listed programmes
for the protection and promotion of traditional
weaving craft in the Mau region.

IV. How particularly minority women are affected by
the downsizing of the traditional weaving craft.

V. In the case of downsizing of weaving craft where
youth are shifting to a career perspective.

VI. Are they availing through weaving societies
numerous programmes, and how do they see
programmes duly meant for them?

VIl.  Where vyouths are shifting while abandoning
weaving craft.

This interview is carried out in Lingua Franca of Persianized
Urdu/Hindi/Bhojpuri owing to predominant Muslim
religious seminaries, which profoundly impact the
language in the area (Rahman, 2015).
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e Rich Traditional Occupational Inheritance:

“Ham ye bunai ke dastkar hain and khandani virasat (Family
Inheritance) ke taur par Sadiyoun se chala aa raha hai, pure
ilage ke Ansari Hazarat ke yahan ‘gharelu kaam’ (Household
Work) ke taur par hota hain jahan sare hi ghar ke log kisi na
kisi Darje me kirdar nibhate hai.” The phrase "Ham ye bunai
ke dastkar hain and khandani virasat" encapsulates the
essence of the weaving craft within the Ansari community.
Translated as "We are the craftsmen of weaving and part of
a familial heritage," it highlights the deeply rooted nature
of this occupation, persisting through centuries. In this
household industry, each member of the family contributes
to the weaving process in various capacities, showcasing the
familial bond and the collective effort that sustains this
tradition. The practice of weaving within the Ansari
community can be traced back for centuries, reflecting a
cultural continuity that has endured the test of time. As
mentioned in historical records, such as Birdwood's
observations in 1880, the weaving craft was an integral part
of the region's identity. However, despite its historical
significance, recent trends indicate a disheartening decline
in the prevalence of this traditional art form (Birdwood,
1880).

e Cultural/Traditional Changes and increasing Mall
culture:

Lekin pichle do teen dahaiyoun se aur khas kar pichle 10-15
sal se is “Dastkari se mohbhang” (Disenfranchisement with
traditional crafts) hota ja Raha hai. Wajah ye hai ki Logo ke
Jindagi me “amul chuk badlao aaya” (Great changes) hai
uska asar libas par aur deegar “Atwar-E-Zindagi” (Lifestyle)
par pada hai. Ab log kachche makan ko chod kar intejam
karke eint ke pakke makan bana rahe hain, sadken khadinge
ke jagah hukumat ne RCC (Reinforced Cement Concrete) ke
kar diyen, gali nale plaster hog aye hain, ‘gaon tak me’
(Hinterland) log shahri libas/maghrabi pahan rahe hain,
jiske pas Wusaa’t (Prosperity) hai vo Cycle Tark kar chuka
hai, Bike chala raha hai. During the conversation, senior
members emphasised that they do not see a promising
future for handloom weaving crafts, and they assert that
this is owing to the extreme transformation of the
traditional lifestyle. Human daily life drastically changed
from coarse technology to the current modern life equipped
with sophisticated gadgets. Hardly people use Bull Cart for
transportation in the age of reasonably cheap modes of
transportation in the form of motor vehicles and other four-
wheelers visible presence in the hinterland of India. Mud
houses mostly switched to concrete houses, and even the
government assisted with all needed material support and
increased products of building materials within reasonable
prices. For the last two decades or so, simple brick roads
have been replaced by cemented hard motorable all-
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weather roads. This strong argument shows that senior
community members of the weaving community see no
promising future; unprecedented development in
information technology has promoted Hip Hop fashion,
and its access is increasingly cheap in the age of “Mega
Shopping Malls” occasional discounts are the new norm.
And in the age of Mobile Application is even more easy to
access in hinterland villages.

e Common Sense About Daily Changing Life Towards
Mechanised Life:

Schools me patri ke jagah Blackboard aur nai tareke se
taleem di ja rahin hai, khane pine ki cheejen ab magami
nahi balki packet ke aa rahe hain, masala bhi log packets
ke late hain. Aise me ye bahut mushkil jan padta hain ki
handloom baqi rahe, ye powerloom me tabdeel hote ja
rahe hain aur log iske liye is ilake ke gaon chod kar bade
shahar ja rahe hain. Further, experienced elderly argued
that even schools in the locality have changed from sitting
on Jute bags to chairs and tables, blackboards, and even
changing on a daily, weekly basis to sophisticated means
of education. Kitchen products and everyday eating
materials are now packed products of long durable quality;
hardly anyone cares for so called tedious ways to keep
spices and floor wheat in traditional forms. Plastic
packages drastically changed the kitchen even in remote
villages; in this pretext, it is exceptionally hard to believe
the coming generation will stick to handloom weaving.
Matter of fact is that they are already switching to power
loom and moving to ‘Qasbas’ (towns) for better availability
of electricity. Many deserting the profession summarily
and moving to other life skills.

As daily life undergoes a significant metamorphosis
towards mechanization, this article aims to shed light on
the complex impact on traditional practices within the
local community. From changes in educational settings to
the transformation of culinary practices and the
challenges faced by handloom weavers, understanding
these shifts is crucial for developing strategies to balance
modernization with the preservation of cultural heritage.
The coming generation's proclivity towards mechanized
alternatives raises questions about the sustainability of
traditional crafts, emphasizing the need for proactive
measures to ensure their continued existence in the
evolving socio-cultural landscape.

e Traditional Vs Modern:

“Ye baat sahih hai ki Hukkam ne falahi programme bunkar
ke mutalik banai hai lekin zameeni hagiqgat ye hai ki
naujwan nasl bilkul mutasir nahi hai, agar mumkin huwa
to schemes ka kuch mali shakl ya training ke shakl me
mustafeed ho lete hai, lekin iska matlab ye bilkul nahi ki vo
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is azeem peshe ko barkarar rakhen.”
e Government Initiatives and Weaver Response:

Weavers acknowledge the efforts of government ministries
in formulating programs aimed at the protection and
promotion of weaving crafts. However, they assert that
these initiatives often fall short in making a tangible impact
on the ground.

e Survival Dynamics:

Weaver communities emphasize the pivotal role of master
weavers in providing raw materials and designs, which are
essential for the survival of the craft. While government
programs exist, the weavers argue that they are time-
consuming, laden with bureaucratic hurdles.

e Urban Migration and Changing Trends:

A notable trend observed is the migration of those
interested in designer cloth weaving to metropolitan cities.
These individuals seek training and employment in private
sewing industries, drawn by the allure of working with
fashionable fabrics.

e Challenges in Program Implementation:

Weavers’ express frustration with the execution of
government schemes, citing difficulties and inefficiencies.
The bureaucratic ‘red-tapism’ further hampers the
effectiveness of these programs.

e Youth Opting for Profession Changing:

Halat is darje me hai ki yaha ‘naujwan tabga’ (upcoming
generation) jo taleem ko kuch khas ahmiyat nahi deta vo bhi
sal do sal umr zyada dikha kar passport ke husul me koshis
karta rahta hai jisse ki vo middle east me ya kahi aur mehnat
ke peshe me lag jaye taki khud ka aur mutalikin ke liye
raushan mustakbil bana sake. Yaha naujwan ya ghar me
ladkiyan aksar majboori ke chalte hathkargha se jude hain.
The current situation reflects a trend among the youth who,
despite undervaluing education, actively seek opportunities
for early passport acquisition to pursue unskilled work in the
Middle East or other regions. Economic factors and limited
options often force young individuals. Falsifying age for
early passport issuance is common, especially among males,
driven by the allure of better earnings in foreign countries.
This shift is notable as traditional crafts decline, and the
motivation for migration is primarily financial.

Vo sidha sidha kahte hai ki jab ekka khatm ho gaye (a type
of small one-horse carriage with two wheels), Kolhu ke bail
nahi dikhte, palki me aati dulhan khatm tamam hai, aise me
hatkargha ke mutalik bhi purummid (Optimistic) nahi huwa
ja sakta. Ye Mamla hukumat ke banaye falahi programme
(welfare programmes) se zyada logo ke dilchaspi (interest)
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se related hai, jo ‘hukumat ke is ilake ke karinde’
(implementing officers/authorities) hai unke office ke
badhali (poor condition of offices of welfare programme
implementing authorities) se hi lagta hai ki jaise ye badhal
hain waise hi hathkargha (handloom) bhi badhali ka shikar
hai, jispar hame afsos hai.

The whole debate/discussion revolved around the binary
of ‘Traditional Vs Contemporary’/ (modern
/westernisation /glocalisation). Due to the increasing
technology-oriented lifestyle abandoning traditional ways
is apparently responsible for the poor interest in
handloom weaving crafts; though the modern lifestyle has
created an unprecedented threat to the Globe itself but
still people following hugely. For many senior handloom
weavers in the region, handloom crafts are fast shrinking
occupation like many professions, which are now
technologically driven under the much-talked Philosophy
of Mass Production and Mass consumption. Mode of
transportation has hugely/irreversibly changed, and
almost all aspects of life have changed. So is weaving and
its preference. One may hope that government-run
programmes may assist the traditional weaving
community to turn to modern apparel, ensuring the rich
skilled weaving community can flourish positively.

6. DISCUSSION

The above-mentioned rich narratives of the weaving
community clearly show the binary of ‘traditional and
modern’, which is a household term pertaining to lifestyle.
The post-industrial world is a world of colonisation and of
globalisation/cultural  globalisation. Now  physical
colonisation is no more, but cultural globalisation is lived
reality. This global cultural village has provided an edge to
western socio-political life. In turn, it drastically impacted
the weaving preference of the third world.

The weaving community narrated that now we are
witnessing industrial society and agrarian society, and its
lifestyle is increasingly shrinking fast. The upcoming
generation and fairly last generation already studied in
convents and universities, which along with knowledge
and skill, in addition also transfer certain western dressing
sense (Khaire and Hall, 2016). Along with educational
institutions owing to unprecedented development,
information technology has facilitated the outreach of
ever increasing and changing fashion world to hinterland
India. As per traditional weaving and crafts are concerned,
most still weave traditional dresses like Dhoti and other
few. While the upcoming generation though culturally
wants to carry on traditional clothes but the advertising
agencies of the western world are far more exploitative
than the traditional ones. In fact, unmatched most news
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anchors other than festive occasions follow non eastern
clothes and many argue that modern work culture calls for
slim modern clothes either most suitable to present
industrial society. Since traditional weaving crafts are labour
intensive and household and, more importantly, rich
cultural identity government has a dedicated ministry for its
care. The said ministry of textile carries out survey of
weavers pan India and chalks out programmes for its
betterment, but to utter dismay, it finds it tough to
materialise on the ground (Meher, 2022). The above
narratives show that ordinary weavers are not very
optimistic pertaining to the programmes that it will ensure
a promising future. On the ground, it shows the programme
implementation is marred with several critical issues. The
traditional weaving process is largely unorganised and
material is provided by master weavers, for this reason most
weavers do not care much about programmes. During field
visits, it was evident that as against the claim of concerned
authorities, most weavers do not have identity cards as the
government intended to provide exclusive identity cards to
the handloom weavers. The slated programmes show a
comprehensive list of programmes, including Cluster
Development, Yarn supply at a subsidised rate, training
programmes, and the establishment of a ‘Marketing Centre’
in the region for the stall of handloom products. The
occasional exhibition is also conveniently carried out by
making big advertisements in daily newspapers. During the
discussion common weavers know about the Yarn supply
scheme but never to avail it. The marketing centre is
standing without any functioning and its accessibility is very
tough for poorly educated and economically pauperised
weavers to approach the concerned authorities.

Still, traditional weaving community depends solely on
master weavers for all sort of help and materials including
advance sustenance money. Weavers were assertive that
hardly young generation are inclined towards family
occupation of weaving. Fairly good number have already
abandoned the craft and list increases year in and year out.
The principal reason is drastic cultural transformation of
Indian society and moving or adoption of apparently
appealing reel life. This is the major concern of senior
community members for increasing abandonment by the
upcoming generation. Government Programmes are
apparently fair enough for providing assistance to the
weaving community, but what is needed is programmes
which can transit the traditional weavers to weave modern
apparel while keeping up the traditional products which are
cultural identity, and a good number of Indians still prefer
cultural dresses as a bearer of rich aesthetic lifestyle.

7. CONCLUSION

World post-industrialisation has witnessed an increasing
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impact of western cultural life incessantly. In addition, for
the last two centuries or so major non-western countries
were a physical colony of western countries, namely
Britain, Italy, Spain and many others which deliberately or
people themselves gradually adopted the lifestyle of their
ruling Masters. This phenomenon still strongly continues
as third world countries followed the pattern of western
educational institutions' course curriculum and class
patterns, which resulted in ever increasing western attire
and any distraction from that appears to be unacceptable
though not at the policy level but yes at a practical level.
Provided these traditional weaving crafts are under
unprecedented existential crisis. Since India has a huge
population and a quite good part of the population still
cares for traditional dresses as opposed to the
westernisation of the society and also as -cultural
promotion, these weaving crafts still find fairly good
demand to continue with their rich age-old weaving
occupation. One may hope government programmes,
along with a sense of cultural protection by the conscious
mass of the population, will ensure the existence of
handloom weaving crafts.
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NOTES

Do teen dahaiyoun (for last three decades), Dastkari se
mohbhang (Apathy with handloom), Atwar-E-Zindagi”
(Lifestyle), Kachche makan (Thatched Home), Log shahri
libas/maghrabi pahan rahe hain (People are preferring
western attire), Patri (Wooden writing pad used earlier),
Khane pine ki cheejen ab magami nahi balki packet ke aa
rahe hain (Now eatables are readymade and packedi.e. no

more much traditional eating materials.) /lake ke gaon
28

chod kar bade shahar ja rahe hain (Labour migration from
villages to big cities.), Falahi programme bunker (Welfare
programmes for weavers) Zameeni hagigat (Ground reality)
Naujwan nasl (Young generation) azeem peshe (Great or
rich traditional handloom occupation) Halat is darje me (
Deterioration to this level) Middle east me ya kahi aur
mehnat ke peshe me lag jaye ( Get engaged in manual
labour in middle-east or somewhere else) Ladkiyan aksar
majboori ke chalte hathkargha se jude hain (Girls are
engaged with home based industry in the absence of any
viable option.) Kolhu ke bail nahi dikhte (Plodder, meaning
here that life has changed to mechanised form, no more
bullock cart or as such.).
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Oz

Avrupa Birligi (AB) icin dijital alan, ekonomik ve sosyal biitiinlesme stirecinin bir parcast olarak gorilmektedir. Buna karsin, tye tlkeler
arasinda dijitallesme dizeyine yonelik 6nemli farkliliklar ve derinlesen dijital bosluk, politik alana zarar vermektedir. Bu makale, Bitligin
dijitallesme hedefleri ekseninde Avrupa yurttaslarinin yasadig: esitsizligi ve yoksunlugun elestirisini ekonomik politik perspektifte tartismus,
dijital d6ntstim siirecini AB’de sosyal adalet, esitlik ve stirdurilebilir kalkinma gibi yaklasimlar ekseninde ele almistir. Bu kapsamda, AB’nin
dijitallesme stirecine yonelik strateji belgeleri ve rapotlart analiz edilmis, ayrica Birlik tarafindan yayinlanan Dijital Ekonomi Toplum
Indeksinde (DESI) yer alan Dijital Beceriler ve Dijital Altyapt verileri kullanilmistir. Arastirmaya iliskin temel bulgular, Birligin dijitallesme
surecinde tlkeler arasi kapsayicilik, yakinsama ve toplumsal icerme konusunda distik bir performansa sahip oldugunu, bu durumun da
bolgeler arast dijital altyap farklidiklari ve insan kaynaginin yetersizligini derinlestirdigini géstermektedir. Elde edilen sonuclar, AB’nin dijital
dontisim stirecine yonelik 2030 hedefleti icin 6ngorilebilir degetlendirmeleri ortaya koymak agisindan 6nemlidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Avrupa Bitligi, Temel Haklar, Dijitallesme, Ekonomi Politik, Dijital Bosluk

Abstract

The digital area is considered a part of the European Union's (EU) economic and social integration process. Howevet, significant vatiations
in the level of digitalization among member states coupled with widening digital gap, cause challenges to the political sphere. This article
examines the inequalities and deprivation expetienced by European citizens within the framework of the Union's digitalization objectives,
from an economic-political standpoint. It also discusses the digital transformation process within the EU, exploring approaches such as social
justice, equality, and sustainable development. In this context, the article analyses strategy documents and reports about the EU's digitalization
efforts, utilizing data on digital skills and digital infrastructure from the Digital Economy and Society Index (DESI) published by the Union.
The main findings of the research indicate that the EU has low performance in terms of cross-country inclusivity, convergence, and social
integration in the digitalisation process, and this situation deepens inter-regional digital infrastructure differences and inadequacy of human
resources. This condition inter-regional disparities in digital infrastructure and highlights inadequacies in human resources. These findings
hold significance in providing insights into foreseeable challenges for the EU's digital transformation process, patticulatly concerning the 2030
targets.

Keywords: European Union, Fundamental Rights, Digitalisation, Economy Politic, Digital Gap

1 GiRis Birligin butlinlesme siirecinde yasadigi ekonomik krizler

Dijital donlsiim, AB’de toplumsal ve ekonomik déniisiim
sirecinin en o6nemli gindem maddelerinden birini
olusturmaktadir. Bu donisiim sireci, kiresel alanda
gelisen teknolojik rekabet ve Birlik igerisinde yasanan
sorunlara karsi bir cevap niteligi tasimakla birlikte, reaktif
bir politik yaklagsima sahiptir. Bu reaktif yaklasimin temelini

olusturmustur. 2008 yilinda yasanan kuresel kriz, AB'de
issizlik oranlarini artirmis, AR-GE yatirimlari ve nitelikli
isgliciinlin yaratilmasi konusunda da yetersizlikleri glin
ylzline ¢ikarmistir. Krizin ve yapisal sorunlarin birbirine
eklemlenmesi, Avrupa yurttaslari igin yoksulluk gergegini
ve teknolojik altyapi konusunda bodlgesel esitsizligi
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derinlestirmeye devam etmistir.

2010 yilinda agiklanan Avrupa 2020 Stratejisi, kiresel
rekabet slrecinde biliyimenin ve sirdirilebilirligin
dijitallesme silrecinden gectigini vurgularken, Birligin
yapisal sorunlarina deginmis ve nicel baglamda cesitli
hedefler belirlemistir. 2020 yilina kadar blyime, istihdam,
AR-GE ve egitim basliklari ¢ergevesinde hedefler
tutturulmaya c¢alisiimis, ancak istenen basarinin elde
edilememesinin ardindan, 2030 hedefleri olusturularak
Avrupa toplumu arasinda dijital becerilerin gelistirilmesi ve
dijital baglamda bdlgesel esitsizligin  azaltilmasi
hedeflenmistir. Bu iki temel hedef, 6ziinde Birligin istihdam
politikalari g¢ercevesinde esnek is modelleri gelistirme,
issizligi azaltma ve daha Ust yas gruplarini isgliciine dahil
etmeyi amaclamistir. Ancak dijitallesme c¢ercevesinde
uygulanmasi hedeflenen bu politikalarin karsisindaki
gerceklik yoksulluk ve sosyal dislanma olmustur.

Avrupa yurttaslar, dijital bosluk gercegi altinda siiregelen
kosullar cercevesinde sosyal ve ekonomik anlamda bir
miicadele icerisindedir. Yoksullugun ve sosyal dislanmanin
ozellikle egitim dizeyi ve issizlik ile yakindan baglantil
oldugu gorilmekte, Avrupal yurttaslarin yaklasik yarisi
dijital aracglari kullanma konusunda temel beceri
diizeyinden de yoksundurlar. Dijital altyapilarin varhgi
konusunda yakinsama diizeyinin disik oldugu AB’de
kapsayicilik, ortak politikalari uygulama konusunda eksik,
toplumsal icerme ise zayiftir.

Teknik baglamda dijitallesmeye iliskin ihtiyaglarin ve
beklentilerin vurgulandigl strateji belgelerinin aksine
ortaya ¢ikan vyapisal sorunlar, AB igin esitlik ilkesinin
Onemini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu anlamlandirma arayisi da
temel haklar perspektifinden dijitallesmenin ekonomi
politiginden gecmektedir. Dijitallesme hedefleri
cercevesinde, AB’deki dijital donlisimi ikincil veriler
Uzerinden tartisan bu makalede, AB yurttaslarinin dijital
alandaki esitsizlik ve yoksunluklari ekonomik politik
perspektif ile tartismaya agcmistir. Makale, teorik baglama
dijitallesmenin ekonomi politikasini yerlestirmekte ve
sonrasinda AB’de dijitallesme politikasini ele almaktadir.
Ardindan, Avrupa dijital esitliginin genel boyutlarini nicel
veriler lizerinden elestirerek tartisma ve sonug bolimleri
ile sonlanmaktadir.

2. DIJITALLESMENIN EKONOMI POLITIKASI

Ekonomi politik yaklasim, kaynaklarin tretimi, dagitimi ve
tiketimi slirecinde bireylerin ekonomik cikarlarini
etkileyen toplumsal iliskileri, ozellikle de glg iliskilerini
incelemektedir. Bu yaklasim cercevesinde, bir toplumun
kendisini nasil organize ettigi, faaliyetlerini nasil yonettigi
ve toplumun karsilastigl zorluklarla nasil basa ¢ikabildigi
onemlidir. Bu basa ¢ikabilme durumu, insanlarin yeniden

32

Uretme ve toplumlarini ayakta tutabilmeleri icin ihtiyag
duyduklari seylere nasil sahip olduklarina karsilik
gelmektedir (Mosco, 2009).

Toplumsal ve tarihsel dénisiim siirecini anlama hedefini
surekli 6n plana gikaran elestirel ekonomi politik yaklasim,
bltiinsel ve tarihsel bir bakis agisina sahip olmakla birlikte,
toplumsal yasamda esitlik ve adalet hususunu g6z 6niinde
bulundurmaktadir. Tarihsel siireg, Uretim ve tlketim
surecine bagl olarak toplumsal gelismelere yeni soluklar
getirmistir. 19. ylzyilda buhar makinesi ve demiryollari
Uzerine insa edilen Uretimci anlayis, 20. ylzyilda
petrokimyaya dayali tiketimci modele (Stiegler, 2012)
donliismis, 21. ylzyilda ise dijitallesme siireci araciligiyla
yerini hem Uretimci hem de tiiketimci modele birakmigtir.
S6z konusu tiiketimci model, 2008’de yasanan kiiresel
ekonomik krizin ardindan biyik veri ve bu veriler
Uzerinden gelisen madde oOtesi ekonomi anlayisina
evrilmistir. Ekonomik ve toplumsal alanda paradigma
degisiminin yasandigi bu kosullarda, toplumun kendini nasil
organize ettigi, sorunlarla nasil basa ciktigi ve toplumsal
esitligin nasil gozetildigi onem kazanmustir. Cinki
toplumun ayakta kalmasi ve refahini artirmasi, politik
sirecin bir parcasi olmustur. Bu slire¢ de esas olarak
ekonomi politigin kendisi haline gelmistir (Mosco, 2009).

Ekonomik ve toplumsal dénlisim ekseninde dijitallesme,
gliniimizin en buyik zorluklarindan ve firsatlarindan birini
temsil etmekte, toplumsal ve ekonomik yasama dair
diizenleyici ve donlstiricl bir glice sahiptir (Birnhaum ve
digerleri, 2021). Bilginin ve verinin dijital alanlara
aktarildigi, kullanildigi ve saklandigi teknolojiler, ulkeler
arasi kiresel rekabetin, pazarin ve cografi yakinsamanin
onemli dinamiklerini olusturmaktadir. Ortaya ¢ikan deger
de devletlerin politik tercihlerini etkilemektedir.

Dijitallesmenin getirdigi bilgiye dayali Uretim anlayisi,
sayisal degerler ve kodlar tizerinden bilgiyi bir meta olarak
pazara sunmaktadir. Bu metaya erisim dizeyi, bireylerin
sahip oldugu dijital ve iletisim teknolojileri konusundaki
bilgi birikimi, ekonomik gicu ve yasadigi bélgenin/ilkenin
teknolojik altyapisi ile 6lctilmektedir. Buradaki kriterler,
bireylerin aga ve bilgiye erisimi konusunda esitlik
durumunu sorgular hale getirmektedir. Bu cercevede
elestirel ekonomi politik yaklasim, dijitallesme sirecine
iliskin farkli sosyo-ekonomik gelismislik diizeyine sahip
Ulkeler ve ayni toplumdaki farkh kesimler arasindaki aga
erisim konusunda olusan esitsizlik hususunu en temel
baslklardan biri olarak ele almaktadir (Basaran, 2005).
Literatlrde ‘dijital bosluk’, ‘dijital ucurum’ veya ‘sayisal
ucurum’ olarak anilan bu esitsizlik durumu, farkh sosyo-
ekonomik diizeylerdeki bireyleri, haneleri, isletmeleri ve
cografi bolgeleri hem bilgi ve iletisim teknolojilerine (BiT)
erisim firsatlari hem de interneti cok cesitli faaliyetler igin
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kullanmalari agisindan cografi alanlar arasindaki ayrimi
tanimlamada 6nemli bir faktordir (OECD, 2001).

Dijitallesme, toplumsal ve ekonomik kapasitenin gelisimi
konusunda katalizor gérevine sahip olmasina karsin, dijital
boslugu derinlestirebilmektedir. Bugiin ulagim ve BiT basta
olmak Uzere saglk, egitim ve tedarik zinciri gibi
dijitallesmenin yogun oldugu alanlarda rekabet diizeyi
yuksektir. Bu durum, dijital boslugun yiiksek oldugu tlkeler
ve bolgeler icin bu alanlarda rekabet etme sansini
azaltmakta ve boglugu derinlestirmektedir. Bu gergeklik,
diinyanin en blylk ortak pazari olan AB igin énemli bir
sorunsaldir. Dijitallesmenin beklenen yiksek ekonomik
verimliligine ve mikro diizeyde gbzlemlenen basarisina
ragmen, yoksulluk riskiyle ilgili sorunlar Avrupa igin
gecerliligini korumaktadir (Kwilinski ve digerleri, 2020).

Bir niifus icinde, BiT’e erisimi olan ve ag ortaminda sunulan
hizmetlerden yararlanan ve yararlanamayan bireyler
arasindaki esitsizlige karsilik gelen dijital bosluk (Cedefop,
2024), Avrupa toplumunda ekonomik ve toplumsal
esitsizligi derinlestirmektedir. “Cevrimici nufus” icindeki
sosyo-ekonomik esitsizlikler olarak karsimiza gikan dijital
ucurumun dijital esitsizlige doénlsim slreci de hiz
kazanmistir (Stiakakis, Kariotellis, ve Vlachopoulou, 2009).
Oyle ki dijital esitsizligin kisisel erisim boyutunda en énemli
gostergesinin yoksullasma olarak gosterildigi Avrupa’da
94,6 milyon kisi yoksulluk ve sosyal dislanma riski ile karsi
karsiyadir (Eurostat, 2024a). Bilgisayara ve internete
erisimin gorece daha kolay olmasina karsin, bu araclara
sahip olmanin maliyeti gelir dagihmindaki esitsizlige isaret
etmektedir. Dijital teknolojilere erisim ve firsat esitsizligi,
BIT  kullanicilarinin = sahip  oldugu kapasiteye
odaklanildiginda  dislanmanin  bir  sonucu  olarak
degerlendirilebilir (Szeles, 2018).

AB, lye Ulkelerin dijital donlisiimi konusunda herkes igin
isleyen dijital bir ekosistemi, adil ve rekabetgi bir dijital
ekonomiyi; acik, demokratik ve sirdirilebilir bir dijital
toplum ile kiresel diizeyli dijital alanda bir oyun kurucu
olarak Avrupa’nin insasini hedeflemektedir. Bu stratejik
hedefler, sadece belli bir sektori degil, ayni zamanda
toplumun tim dinamiklerini kapsayan bir anlayisi temsil
etmektedir. Ancak bu anlayis, politikalarin uygulanmasinda
ve tabana vyayllmasinda Onemli sorunlari acgiga
cikarmaktadir. Clinkii her ne kadar AB, toplumun tim
dinamiklerini kapsayan bir anlayisi benimsemeyi taahhit
etse de Birligin kapsayicilik ve yakinsama konusunda
miitevazi bir performansa sahip olup icerme konusunda
etkisinin zayif olmasi sorunlari derinlestirmektedir.

Bu baglamda, yoksulluk, dislanma ve esitsizlik temelinde
dijitallesmenin Avrupa toplumlari Gzerindeki etkinligini
inceleme konusunda bir analize ihtiya¢ vardir. Bu
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cercevede AB’de dijitallesme siirecinin DESI'de yer alan
dijital beceriler ve dijital altyapi temelinde incelenmesi,
mevcut durumu gérmek adina net bir cerceve cizecektir.

3. AVRUPA BIiRLIGI’NDE DIJITALLESME POLITIKASI

AB, bitilnlesme siirecinde ortaya ¢ikan i¢ ve dis krizlere
karsi  politika  ©nerileri ve  ¢6zim  stratejileri
gelistirmektedir. Ozellikle Tek Pazar’in giiclenmesi, Birlik
icin temel bir motivasyon kaynagi olurken, bu siirecte ic ya
da dis etkenlere bagl olarak gelisen krizler, Birligi yeni
politika arayislarina itmistir. Son 15 yilda iki 6nemli kriz,
AB’yi ekonomi politikalari ekseninde vyeni stratejiler
Uretmeye yonlendirmistir. Bu krizlerden ilki, 2008 yilinda
yasanan kiiresel ekonomik krizdir. Bu kriz, AB’nin ekonomik
ve sosyal butiinlesme sirecine zarar vermis ve yapisal
sorunlarini ortaya ¢ikarmistir. Ozellikle istihdam, biyime,
kiiresel rekabet ve kaynaklara erisim konusunda makro
diizeyli sorunlar yasanmistir (European Parliament, 2019).
Kriz sonrasi issizlik orani %21’in lzerine ¢ikmis, isglicline
katilim konusunda yaklasik 80 milyon insanin disuk veya
temel becerilere sahip oldugu gorilmistir. Yoksulluk ise
issizlik ve disuk beceri/egitim ekseninde bir sonug olarak
gbze carpmaktadir. Kriz Oncesi, 80 milyon Avrupal
yoksulluk riski ile karsi karsiya kalirken, bu sayinin 19
milyonunu ¢ocuklar olusturmus, ¢alisan nifusun %8’i ise
yoksulluk sinirinin  Gstline c¢lkacak kadar kazang elde
edememistir (European Commission, 2010).

Birlik, bu sorunlara cevap verebilmek ve politikalarini
somutlastirmak  adina, Avrupa 2020 Stratejisi'ni
yayinlamistir. Bu strateji 6ziinde, kriz sonrasi istihdam
olanaklarinin artirilmasi, yoksulluga karsi micadele
edilmesi, akla dayali, strdlrilebilir ve kapsayici biyime ile
yenilik alaninda siirdirilebilir bir kalkinma slirecinin
gerceklestirilebilmesi icin uzun vadeli bir 6zellige sahiptir.
2020 yilina kadar, 20-64 yas arasi nifusun %75’inin
istihdam edilmesi, AB GSYH’sinin %3’Gnin AR-GE’ye
ayrilmasi, okulu erken birakanlarin payinin %10’un altina
cekilmesi, genglerin en az %40’inin yiiksek lisans mezunu
olmasinin saglanmasi ve yoksulluk riskiyle karsi karsiya
kalan Avrupa yurttaslarinin sayisinin 20 milyon kadar
azaltilmasi temel hedefler haline gelmistir (European
Commission, 2010).

Bu hedefler cercevesinde, 6zellikle yliksek performansa
sahip internetin vyayginlastiriimasi, bireylerin dijital
becerilerinin gelistirilmesi ve boylece istihdam firsatlarinin
artirilmasi hedeflenmistir (European Commission, 2010).
Somut bir zemine indirgenen bu hedefler i¢in Avrupa,
Dijital Gindem’i amiral bir girisim olarak belirlemistir.
Glndem, dijital okuryazarhk ve erisebilirligi destekleyen
eylemler yoluyla, tim Avrupa vatandaslarinin internet
erisimini ve kullanimini tesvik etmeyi, acik ve rekabetgi hizli
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internet altyapisina ve ilgili hizmetlere yatirimi tesvik eden
istikrarli bir yasal ¢cerceve saglamayi hedeflemistir. Ayrica
ag kurulum maliyetlerini azaltmak amaciyla bayindirhik
islerini koordine etmek icin yasal bir cerceve olusturmayi
da amag edinmistir (European Commission, 2010).

Avrupa 2020  Stratejisi, kiuresel rekabet de
duslintldiginde, blyimenin ve surdurilebilirligin
dijitallesme  siurecinden  gectigini  vurgularken, AB

ekonomisini etkileyen diger dnemli kriz, COVID-19 salgini
olmustur. Bu pandemi siireci, Avrupa sanayisi basta olmak
Uzere, mikro Olgekli isletmeler ve girisimciler ve isgiler igin
ekonomik belirsizliklerin  ve iglerini  slrdirmeleri
konusunda zorluklarin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olmustur.
ilk olarak Birlik, kriz siirecine bir yanit olarak yesil ve dijital
dontsimin  surdirdlebilirlik, kapsayicilik, streklilik,
dayanisma ve sosyal standartlara uyum ilkeleri etrafinda
insa edilmesi gerektigini vurgulamistir. Ozellikle dijital
gecisle birlikte, Avrupa’nin teknoloji alaninda liderlik
hedefini gerceklestirmesi icin Birligin kendi standartlarini
olusturmasinin altini da gizmistir (Council of the European
Union, 2020)

Birligin belirlemis yoldugu yol haritasinin ardindan,
Avrupa’nin Dijital 10 Yili adli politika programiyla da
dijitallesme alaninda belirlenen 2030 hedeflerinin temelini
atmistir. 2021 yilinda yayinlanan bu politika programi ile
Uye Ulkeler arasindaki yakinsamanin artirilmasi amaglanmis
ve Birlik dlzeyindeki diger politik alanlarinin da
gelistirilmesi hedeflenmistir. Siireg, buglin iletisim ve
medya teknolojilerinde referans araci olmanin Gtesinde,
toplumsal donisim siireci i¢in de onemli bir dayanak
noktasi haline gelmistir. Cuinki dijital hedefler, dijital
boslugun kapanmasi konusunda somut alanlara sahiptir.
Oyle ki, dijital beceriler ve dijital altyapilar baglaminda iki
onemli ana hedef bulunmaktadir:

Nifusun dijital becerilerle donatilmasi ve ylksek diizeyde
dijital beceriye sahip profesyonellerin yetistirilmesi,

Guvenli ve surdurtlebilir performansa sahip dijital
altyapilarin olusturulmasi (European Commission, 2021).

Birlik diizeyinde toplumsal yasamin tiim alanini kapsayan
dijital anlayis, batiinlesme siirecinin aktif bir sekilde devam
ettigini ve Birlik dizeyinde bu alanlara yonelik reform
politikalarinin gerekliligini iddia etmektedir. Tim bu
politika alanlari dikkate alindiginda, Avrupa’da toplumsal
esitlik meselesinin 6n plana c¢iktigl ve AB’de bdlgeler arasi

dijital boslugun o6nemli bir sorunsal oldugu ifade
edilmektedir (European Commission, 2021). Avrupa
toplumunun dijitallesme siireci, glnimuizin dijital

dontsimiiniin salt bir yansimasi degil, Birligin ekonomik
bltlinlesmesinin bir sonucudur. Bu ¢ercevede AB, Birlik
genelinde dijital ugurumu herkes igin erisilebilir agin
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gelistirilmesiyle kapatmayi hedeflemistir (Official Journal of
the European Union, 2022). Bu hedefler géz oniine
alindiginda AB; insan merkezli, temel haklara dayal,
kapsayici, seffaf ve acik bir dijital ortami tesvik etmeyi
amaclamaktadir. Boylece, liye devletlerin kolektif anlamda
dayaniklihginin  glglendirilmesi ve dijital ugurumun
kapatilmasi hedeflenmektedir (Official Journal of the
European Union, 2022). Dijital 10 Yil Programi gergevesinde
yukarida ifade edilen hedefler somutlastirilmistir. Dijital
becerilere iliskin bu somut hedefler, 16-74 yas arasindaki
yurttaslarin en az %80’inin temel dijital becerilere sahip
olmasi; Birlik biinyesinde en az 20 milyon bilisim uzmaninin
istihdam edilmesidir. Dijital altyapilarin gi¢lendirilmesine
ve bolgesel esitsizligin azaltilmasina yonelik hedefler ise
Birlik sinirlar icerisinde tim vyurttaslarin en az 5G
performansina esdeger yeni nesil kablosuz yuksek hizli
aglara erisiminin saglanmasidir (Official Journal of the
European Union, 2022).

Dijital 10 YiIl Politika Programi, ortak ilerlemeyi; yerel,
bolgesel, ulusal ve Avrupa diizeyinde tim paydaslarin
katilimini saglamak icin Gye devletlerle yakin is birligine
dayanmaktadir. Avrupa Ekonomik ve Sosyal Politika
Koordinasyonunun yani sira, gli¢li bir dijital anlayis iceren
iyilesme ve Dayaniklilik Tesisinin uygulanmasinin da
tamamlayici nitelikte oldugu ifade edilmektedir (European
Commission, 2023a) Ancak 2030 hedefleri, AB’nin
dijitallesme siirecine yonelik toplumsal degil, teknik
baglamda bir ¢oziim arayisi igerisindedir. Buradaki asil
sorun, AB’de dijital alana erisim konusunda var olan
yoksullugun getirdigi kaygl ve toplumun gelecekte refah
seviyesi yluksek olan gruplardan kopmasiyla Birlik icerisinde
daha fazla ayrimciliga ve esitsizlige maruz kalacagl
endisesidir. Bu durum, dijital esitsizligin temel bir
yansimasidir.

4. AVRUPA DIJITAL ESITLIGININ GENEL BOYUTU

istihdami ve sosyal gelismeyi saglayarak yurttaslarinin
refahini tesis etmeyi amaclayan AB, bu hedefler
dogrultusunda sosyal dislanma ve ayrimciliga karsi
miicadeleyi benimsemistir (Official Journal of the European
Union, 2007). Bu cercevede Birlik, yillar icerisinde ortaya
¢ikan ic ve dis tehditler, ihtiyaglar ve firsatlar cercevesinde
daha fazla politik ve ekonomik alani dahil ederek
bitlinlesme slirecini  slrdlrmis, kazanimlarini da
antlasmalar ekseninde glivence altina almaya calismistir.
Buradaki glivence, bitlinlesmenin ortaya c¢ikardig
ekonomik ve toplumsal degerin tiim yurttaslar igin esit bir
sekilde dagitiimasi veya yurttaslarin bundan esit ol¢lide
yararlanmasi i¢in gelistirilmesidir. Ancak kararlarin somut
alana yansimasi ile ekonomik ve siyasal alana iliskin esitlik
ilkesinin islevselligi arasindaki dengenin saglanmasi 6nemli
bir sorunsaldir.
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AB icin dijital alanda esitlik anlayisi, dijitallesme slrecinin
hukuki ve toplumsal boyutunu ortaya koymaktadir. Dijital
esitlik, bir yanda dijitallesmenin getirdigi uygulamalar ve
dizenlemeler araciligiyla bu alandaki gelismelerden
etkilenen yurttaslara yonelik koruyucu ve onleyici kurallari
ortaya koyarken, diger yandan dijitallesmenin sosyo-
ekonomik katkisi baglaminda yurttaslar arasinda erisim
hususunu ele almaktadir (European Commission, 2022).

Herkesin  bilgiyi yaratabildigi, erisebildigi, kullanip
paylasabildigi ortak bir dijital alanin gelistirilmesi, 27 lye
Ulkeye ve yaklasik 450 milyon nifusa sahip AB icin 6nemli
bir hedef olmasina karsin, AB 6nemli meydan okumalarla
karsi karsiyadir. Toplumsal ve teknik anlamda dijitallesme
sureci, yurttaslarin ekonomik ve toplumsal yasama katkisi
noktasinda becerilerinin gelistirilmesini ve ayni siiregte de
Glkelerin ve bolgelerin dijital altyapilarinin
glclendirilmesini gerektirmektedir. Bu acgidan, Avrupa
2020 Stratejisi'nin ve Avrupa Dijital Gindemi’nin ortaya
koydugu niceliksel hedefleri ele almak ve bu hedeflerin
toplumsal yasamda  dijital boslugu  kapatmalari
konusundaki firsatlarini ve risklerini iyi degerlendirmek
gerekmektedir.

71.9 Milyon Kisi
Yoksulluk Riski Altinda Yagayanlar

29.3 Milyon Kisi
Ciddi Oranda Maddi ve Sosyal
Yoksunluk Yagayanlar

O

27,3 Milyon Kisi
Toplam Hane Gelirinin Diisiik Oldugu
Evlerde Yagayanlar

Sekil 1. AB’de Risk Tirine Goére Analiz Edilen Yoksulluk
veya Sosyal Dislanma Riski Altindaki Kisilerin Sayisi (2023)

Esitlik ilkesi altinda Avrupa’da dijital bosluga iliskin temel
sorunsallarin basinda, yoksulluk ve sosyal dislanma riskleri
ile yurttaslar arasinda dijital beceri farkhliklari ve dijital
altyapi farkhhklari gelmektedir. 2008 krizi 6ncesi, yaklasik
80 milyon Avrupali yoksulluk riski altinda yasarken, 2010
yili verilerine gore bu sayi krizin ardindan yaklasik 115,5
milyona ulagsmistir (Antuofermo ve Meglio, 2012). Aradan
gecen 10 yih askin siirenin ardindan, yoksullugun Avrupa
icin bir gercek olmaya devam ettigi gorilmektedir. 2023 yili
verilerine gore, AB’de yoksulluk veya sosyal dislanma
riskiyle karsi karsilya kalan 94,6 milyon kisi arasinda yaklasik
5,5 milyon kisi, Sekil 1’de yer alan her {i¢ yoksulluk ve sosyal
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dislanma kategorileri altinda yasamaktadir. Bunun yani
sira, hem yoksulluk riskiyle karsi karsiya olup hem de
toplam gelirin distk oldugu hanelerde yasayan birey sayisi
11,2 milyona ulasmistir. 8,9 milyon kisi ise yoksulluk riski
yasamasinin yani sira, maddi ve sosyal yoksunlugu da
hissetmektedir (Eurostat, 2024a).

Yoksulluk ve yoksunluk gergeginin altinda yasayan genis
Avrupali  kitlesi, sahip oldugu sosyo-ekonomik ve
demografik Ozelliklerden dolayr kendi igcerisinde 6nemli
bolinmelere sahiptir. Yoksulluk ve sosyal dislanmayi
Avrupa yurttaslari arasinda en gorinir hale getiren temel
bilesen isglcliine katilm durumudur. Avrupa nifusu
icerisinde calisan ve issizler arasinda buy{ik bir yoksulluk ve
sosyal dislanma makasi s6z konusudur. Calisanlarin sadece
%11,3’0 yoksulluk ve sosyal diglanma riski ile karsi iken,
issizlerin %66,3’U bu riskleri daha fazla yasamaktadir
(Eurostat, 2024a). istihdam  kategorisinin  temel
bilesenlerinden emekliler ve is aramayanlar da onemli
diizeyde yoksulluk riskiyle karsi karsiyadir. Emeklilerin
yaklasik %20’si, is aramayi birakanlarin da yaklasik %43,2’si
bu gerceklikle yasamaktadir (Tablo 1).

Tablo 1. Sosyo-Ekonomik Ozelliklere Gére Yoksulluk veya
Sosyal Dislanma Altindaki Gruplar (2023)

(%)
70
60
50
40

30

istihdam siirecine dahil olmanin yoksulluk {izerinde énemli
Olglde etki ettigi gliniimiiz Avrupasi’nda egitim dizeyleri
de belirleyici bir etkiye sahiptir. Disik egitim diizeyine
sahip 18 yas ve Uzeri kisilerin Ggte birinden fazlasi yoksulluk
veya sosyal dislanma riskiyle karsi karsiyadir. istihdam ve
egitim dlzeyinin yoksulluk ve sosyal dislanma dizeyleri
Uzerinde o6nemli bir etkisi oldugu gorilirken, farkl
cinsiyetler ve yas gruplari arasindaki diizeylerin birbirine
yakin oldugu gorilmektedir. Bu durum, egitim dizeyine
bagl olarak isglicline katihm saglayan veya c¢alismayan
bireylerin yoksulluk ve sosyal dislanma riskleriyle karsi
karsitya kalmalari konusunda belirleyici bir etkinin oldugu
Oongorilmektedir.

2023 verilerine gore, AB’de yas gruplarina goére yoksulluk
oranlarinin 18 yas alti nifusun %24,8’i, 18-64 yas arasi
nifusun %22,2'si ve 65 yas Uzeri nifusun %19,8’inin
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yoksulluk veya sosyal dislanma riski ile karsi karsiya oldugu
gorilmektedir (Tablo 2).

Tablo 2. Avrupa Birligi’'nde Yas Gruplarina Gore Yoksulluk
Oranlari

Yas Gruplari 2010 (%) 2023 (%)
18 Yas Alt 26,9 24,7
18-64 Yas Arasi 23,3 22,2
65 Yas ve Uzeri 19,8 19,8

2008 Ekonomik Krizi, AB’de derinlesen issizligi ve blylyen
bir yoksullugu ortaya ¢ikarmistir. AB de ortaya koydugu
Avrupa 2020 Stratejisi ile bu sorunun varhgini kabul etmis
ve gelecek 10 yila iliskin toplumsal yasamin bircok alanini
kapsayan ozellikle egitim, AR-GE altyapisi, istihdam ve
surdirdlebilir bliyime konusunda bir vizyon ortaya
koymaya calismistir. Tim bu alanlarin gelistirilmesi ve
glclendirilmesi uzun vadede AB’de yoksullugu ve issizligi
azaltabilecek hedefleri somutlastirabilir ancak son 13 yillik
siireg, 2008 krizinin ardindan yoksullugun 6nemli diizeyde
dismedigini, ozellikle yliksek yas grubunda ayni kaldigini
gostermektedir (Tablo 2).

Yine bir krize ve kiiresel baglamda gelisen rekabet siirecine
cevap verme niteligi tasiyan Dijital 10 Yil Hedefleri ise
dijitallesme temelinde daha teknik, sektorel baglamda
glclendirmeyi amaclayan ve issizlikle miicadelede dijital
becerilerin bir ¢ozim yolu olacagini vurgulamaktadir. Bu
anlayis, Avrupa yurttaslari arasindaki yoksulluga karsi
¢O6zim arayisindan c¢ok is diinyasinin ve AB’nin kiresel
rekabette Gglnci Ulkelere karsi konumunu
saglamlastirmayi hedeflemektedir. Bu duruma iliskin en
onemli 6rneklerden biri, AB’nin Dijital 10 Yil Hedefleri
cercevesinde 2030 yilina kadar 20 milyon BIT uzmaninin
yetistirilmesidir. Bu hedef ilk basta isglici piyasalarinda
dijitallesme ile isglict piyasasini gliclendiren, 6zellikle geng
kusaklara yeni istihdam firsatlari saglayan bir anlayisi
vurgulayabilir. Ancak bu hedef, o6zellikle AB’nin dijital
rekabette Cin ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’ne (ABD) karsi
glcli  bir sekilde konumlanmasini  gostermektedir
(European Parliament, 2021a).

BIT alaninda gelisen rekabet ve talep edilen isgiiciine karsin
AB, son Ug yilda mitevazi bir gelisim gostermektedir. 2024
DESI verilerine gore, Avrupalilar arasinda bilgi ve veri
okuryazarligl, iletisim ve is birligi becerisi, problem ¢ézme,
dijital icerik olusturma ve glivenlik gibi alanlari kapsayan
temel beceri dizeyi %55,56'dir (European Commission,
2024). AB’nin Dijital 10 Yil Hedefleri ¢cergevesinde Avrupa
yurttaslarinin %80’inin en azindan dijital becerilere sahip
olmasi hedeflenirken, 2023 vyilinda %53,92'lik dizeye
sadece vyaklagtk %1,5’luk bir artis gozlemlenmistir
(European Commission, 2024). Bu alandaki kisith artis goz
onine alindiginda, Avrupa toplumunun yaklasik yarisinin
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cevrimici sunulan hizmetlere erisime iliskin beceri
konusunda sorun yasadigini gostermektedir. Bu da dijital
teknolojilerin glinlik yasamdaki ihtiyaglarin karsilanmasi
icin kullanimini ve c¢evrimici olarak sunulan hizmetlere
erisim icin engel teskil etmektedir. Dijital becerilere iliskin
bélgeler arasi esitsizlik 6n plandadir. Ozellikle Romanya ve
Bulgaristan, sirasiyla %35,52 ve %27,73'lik oranlariyla
genel ortalamaya yakin diger llkelere nazaran daha dislik
bir dizeye sahiptir (European Commission, 2024).
Gegmiste gozlemlenen verilere gore, dijital becerilerin
artirilmasina yoénelik 6nlem alinmaz ise 2030 yilina kadar
nifusun yalnizca %59’u temel dijital becerilere sahip
olabilecektir (European Commission, 2023a).

Diger yandan dijital teknolojiye olan bagimhlik arttikga,
beceriye dayal isglicli talebi artmaya devam etmektedir.
Bu talep karsisinda, AB’de BiT sektoriinde faaliyet gdsteren
firmalarin sayisinin artmasina karsin BIT uzmanlarinin sayisi
bu artisa cevap verememektedir. Oyle ki, 2020-2023 yillari
arasindaki BiT uzmanlari ve mezunlari oraninda da yiiksek
bir basari gériilmemektedir. 2020 yilinda AB’de BIiT uzmani
orani %3,90 iken 2023 yilinda bu oran %4,60’a yikselmistir.
BIT mezunu oranlarinda da benzer diizeyli yiikselis so6z
konusudur. 2020 yilinda %3,80 olan BiT mezunu orani,
2023 yilinda %4,20’ye ulagsmis ve son Ug yilda kisith bir
gelisim gostermistir (European Commission, 2024). Gliney,
Orta ve Dogu Avrupa ulkeleri bu alanda mezun verme ve
uzmana sahip olma konusunda AB ortalamasinin altinda
kalmistir. Kuzey ve bati Avrupa Ulkeleri ise daha yilksek
degerlere sahip olmakla birlikte; bu bolgelerdeki tlkelere
gore gorece daha kiigiik ekonomilere sahip olan Estonya,
Malta, irlanda ve Giiney Kibris Rum Yénetimi gibi tlkeler,
cok uluslu bilisim ve teknoloji sirketlerinin Ulkelerindeki
faaliyetleri nedeniyle bu alanda daha fazla BIT uzmani
istihdam etmektedir.

Dijital altyapilara iliskin genel veriler incelendiginde,
gigabayt baglantisi saglamak icin kritik Gneme sahip olan
fiber aglar, hanelerin yalnizca %56’sina ulagmaktadir. 5G
nifus kapsami %85 seviyesinde iken, 5G bagimsiz aglarin
dagitimi geri planda kalmistir (European Commission,
2024). 5G kullanicilarinin  beklentileri ve  sektoér
ihtiyaclarinin yani sira kirsal ve kentsel alanlar arasindaki
ucurumun giderilmesi ve kalitenin artirilmasi agisindan hala
yetersizdir (European Commission, 2023a).

Kirsal ve uzak alanlar da dahil olmak Uzere baglantiya
yatirim yapmak, 6zellikle Dijital Haklar ve ilkeler Bildirgesi
ile uyumlu olarak, giderek daha yiksek hiz gerektiren dijital
firsatlara ve faaliyetlere esit erisim saglamanin anahtaridir.
Su anda, tesise kadar fiber dagitimindaki ilerlemeye
ragmen, kirsal hanelerin %55’ine hala ¢ok yiiksek kapasiteli
sabit bir agdan internet hizmeti verilememektedir.
Nifusun yogun oldugu kirsal alanlarin %65,3'G 5G
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kapsaminda degildir ve kirsal hanelerin %9’u herhangi bir
sabit ag kapsaminda yer almamaktadir (European
Commission, 2023a).

5. SONUC

AB’nin dijitallesme politikasi, Birligin buglin uluslararasi
alanda (glinct Ulkelerle yasadigi dijital rekabetin ve krizler
sonrasi Birlik sinirlari igerisinde olugan sorunlara karsi bir
¢O6zUm arayisinin yansimasidir. Birlik icin buradaki temel
motivasyon kaynagi, Tek Pazar’t korumak adina Uglincu
Ulkelere karsi dijital egemenligini gliclendirmek, norm ve
standartlariyla diger Ulkelere yon vermektir (European
Commission, 2021).

Dijitallesme sireciyle isglici alanlari gelistirmek, bireyleri
bu alanlarda calisabilecek beceriyle donatmak ve
surdirdlebilir bir Gretim ve ekonomi modeli yaratmak,
uzun vadede Birligin kiresel rekabetine de destek
saglayacak hedefleri barindirmaktadir. ilk asamada yurttas,
ekonomik kalkinma ve glcli bir Tek Pazar anlayisl
Gcgeninde ele alinabilecek dijitallesme sireci, 27 lye
Glkenin sahip oldugu farkh insan kaynagi, teknolojik
altyapisi ve politika farklihgindan dolayi, uzun projeksiyonlu
hedeflerin  tutturulmasi konusunda soru isaretlerini
barindirmaktadir.

AB’de BIT alaninda nitelikli insan kaynaginin artirilmasi,
basta internet altyapisi, erisilebilirlik ve kapsayicilik
konusunda bolgeler arasi esitsizliklerin  azaltiimasi
konusunda teknik hedeflerine karsin, 2024 verileri ve
Komisyon’un agiklamalari bu hedeflerin tutturulamayacagi
yonindedir. Son 10 yildaki sirekli bliyimeye ragmen,
2022'de tiim AB genelinde istihdam edilen BIT
uzmanlarinin sayisi 9,37 milyon olmustur. Mevcut kosullar
altinda, AB'deki BiT uzmanlarinin sayisinin 2030'a kadar 12
milyona ulagmasi diisiiniilmekte ve 2030 hedefinin yaklasik
sekiz milyonunun gerisinde kalmasi 06ngorilmektedir
(European Commission, 2023b).

interneti satin alma giicii konusunda bdlgeler ve gruplar
arasi esitsizlik devam etmektedir. 2023 yili verilerine gore,
yoksulluk riski tasiyan bireylerin evde kisisel kullanim icin
internet baglantisina sahip olmayanlarin orani %6,9 olmus,
bu oran Bulgaristan ve Romanya’da %20’inin (zerinde
devam etmis; Orta ve Dogu Avrupa llkelerinin bircogunda
da ortalamanin Ustlinde seyretmistir (Eurostat, 2024b).

Dijital ugurum, yani dijital kaynaklara erisimi olanlar ile
olmayanlar arasindaki keskin ugurumu blyltmekte,
Avrupa genelinde mevcut esitsizlikleri sosyal dislanmayi

derinlestirme tehdidinde bulunmaktadir. Avrupa'da
nifusun neredeyse vyarisi temel dijital becerilerden
yoksunken, Onemli bir kismi internete erisim

saglayamamaktadir. Bu ugurum yalnizca erisim meselesi
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degil, firsat meselesidir.

Ekonomik krizlerin yarattigl baski, AB icin bitiinlesme
sirecine yonelik yeni politik adimlari beraberinde
getirmistir. Dijitallesme silreci de 21. yizyilin getirdigi
sorun ve ihtiyaglara karsi yeni bir ¢6zim araci olarak
sunulmakla birlikte, énerilen politik yaklasimlar heterojen
Ozelliklere sahip AB Ulkeleri ve yurttaslari icin ortak bir
recete sunma konusunda soru isaretleri tasimaktadir. Bu
kapsamda, Avrupa yurttaslarinin dijitallesme, yoksullukla
miicadele ve bireylerin dijital becerilerinin
glclendirilmesine yonelik AP’ye sunulmus oldugu sorular
s6z konusudur. 2030’a gelindiginde vatandaslarin sadece
%59’unun temel dijital becerilere sahip olacagl siirecte
Komisyon, Uye (lkelerin dijital okuryazarlik oranlarini
iyilestirmelerine ve AB vatandaslari arasinda dijital
becerilerin benimsenmesini tesvik etmelerine destek
olmak icin hangi Onlemleri alacaktir? (European
Parliament, 2023b). Uye devletler, Avrupa vatandaslarina
dijital becerileri edinmelerinde gerekli egitim ve 6gretimin
saglanmasi siirecinde nasil destek olabilirler? (European
Parliament, 2022). Komisyonun vyetiskinler arasinda,
ozellikle daha az gelismis bolgelerde dijital becerilerin
iyilestirilmesine yonelik stratejisi nedir ve bu konuda 2021-
2027 vyillan arasinda hangi eylemler planlanmaktadir?
(European Parliament, 2021b). isgiicii piyasasina iliskin
¢ahisanlarin haklarinin korunmasini nasil tesvik etmeyi ve
dijital dontsimin adil ve etkili bir sekilde
gerceklestirilmesini  saglayarak tim c¢alisanlarin  yeni
firsatlardan yararlanmasini nasil saglayacaktir? (European
Parliament, 2023a).

AB igin kiresel rekabet siirecinde bliyime ve
surdirilebilirlik dijitallesme stirecinden gegmektedir. Birlik
tarafindan sunulan 10 yillik hedef projeksiyonlari ihtiyag ve
problemleri agik ve net bir sekilde ortaya sunarken,

sorunlarin  ¢6zimi  konusunda  ‘nasil’  sorusunu
cevaplamada vyetersiz kalmaktadir. Dijital boslugun
¢6zimine iliskin  sunulan hedeflerin nicel veriler
cercevesinde Birligin ekonomik  ve  teknolojik

performansiyla sinirlandiriimasi, meseleyi yurttas ve hak
baglamindan uzaklastirmaktadir. Bu sorunsala karsi AB
ilkelerini, yurttaslarin haklarini ve degerlerini gozetip
gelistirdigi, kapsayici ve temel haklara dayal dijital bir
ekosistemin varhgr 6nemli bir hedef olarak sunulsa da
herkesin erisebildigi, kapsayici, seffaf ve acik bir dijital
ortamin tesviki esitlik ilkesi temelinde saglanabilir.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Aim and Significance

The digital transformation process in the European Union serves not only as a strategic policy response to the increasing
technological and economic competition on a global scale but also as a crucial mechanism to address the economic and
social crises the Union has faced in recent years. These crises have adversely impacted the welfare of European citizens
and the overall economy, leading to growing concerns about income inequality and employment challenges. These
challenges have further exacerbated the persistent issues of poverty and regional disparities that have lingered since the
Union's inception. The EU's digital transformation goals focus on bridging the digital divide by equipping citizens with
digital skills, training a qualified workforce, and establishing comprehensive digital infrastructures across the Union.
However, despite these long-term strategic goals, current risks related to poverty and social exclusion continue to affect
various demographic groups. This article aims to critically examine the issues of inequality and poverty faced by European
citizens within the context of the EU's digitalization objectives from a critical economic and political perspective.

Methodology

This article situates the economic policy of digitalization within a theoretical framework and then outlines the broader
context of digitalization policy in the EU. In doing so, it analyzes strategy documents and reports related to the EU's
digitalization process and utilizes data on Digital Skills and Digital Infrastructure from the Digital Economy and Society
Index published by the EU.

Findings

The primary issues contributing to the digital divide in Europe include the risks of poverty and social exclusion, as well as
disparities in digital skills and infrastructure among citizens. Before the 2008 Economic Crisis, about 80 million Europeans
were at risk of poverty, a number that surged to 115.5 million by 2010. Over a decade later, poverty remains a significant
challenge in Europe. As of 2023, 94.6 million people within the EU continue to face the threat of poverty and social
exclusion.

Despite rising competition and demand for labor in the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) sector, the EU
has shown only modest progress in recent years. According to the 2024 Digital Economy and Society Index (DESI), only
55.56% of Europeans possess basic digital skills, including information and data literacy, communication, collaboration,
problem-solving, digital content creation, and security. The EU's Digital Decade Goals aim for 80% of European citizens to
have at least basic digital skills by 2030, yet progress has been slow, with only a 1.5% increase observed between 2022
and 2023, bringing the figure to 53.92%. This limited progress suggests that nearly half of European society struggles with
the digital skills needed to access online services, impeding the use of digital technologies in daily life.

Investments in connectivity, particularly in rural and remote areas, are essential to ensuring equitable access to high-
speed digital opportunities and services in alignment with the European Digital Rights and Principles. However, significant
gaps remain. Despite advancements in fiber-to-the-premises deployment, 55% of rural households still lack access to very
high-capacity fixed networks, 65.3% of densely populated rural areas are not covered by 5G, and 9% of rural households
have no fixed network coverage at all.

The EU’s digitalization policy reflects its efforts to remain competitive in the global digital landscape and address internal
challenges exacerbated by recent crises. The Union’s key motivation is to strengthen its digital sovereignty to protect the
Single Market and to influence global norms and standards. However, despite technical targets aimed at increasing the
number of qualified professionals in the ICT sector and reducing regional inequalities—especially in terms of internet
infrastructure, accessibility, and inclusiveness—the data from 2024 and statements from the European Commission
indicate that these targets are unlikely to be met. While the number of ICT specialists in the EU grew continuously over
the past decade, reaching 9.37 million in 2022, projections suggest that the EU will fall short of its 2030 target, with an
estimated shortfall of approximately eight million ICT experts.

Discussion and Conclusion

The digital divide—referring to the stark gap between those with access to digital resources and those without—is
exacerbating existing inequalities across Europe and poses a significant threat of deepening social exclusion. With nearly
half of the European population lacking basic digital skills and a significant portion still unable to access the internet, this
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divide extends beyond mere access; it is fundamentally a matter of opportunity.

The pressures created by economic crises have prompted the European Union to take new policy steps toward
integration. While the digitalization process is presented as a solution to the challenges and needs of the 21st century,
the proposed policy approaches raise questions about their effectiveness in offering a common remedy for the
heterogeneous EU countries and their citizens.

For the EU, growth, and sustainability in the global competitive landscape hinge on successful digitalization. The Union’s
10-year target projections clearly identify needs and problems, yet they fall short in addressing the critical question of
“how” to solve these issues. The focus drifts away from the context of citizenship and rights by confining the goals for
addressing the digital divide within the parameters of the Union's economic and technological performance. Although
the EU emphasizes the creation of an inclusive, rights-based digital ecosystem that upholds and advances its principles,
citizen rights, and values, achieving an accessible, inclusive, transparent, and open digital environment requires a stronger
commitment to equality.

In conclusion, the current approach may not fully address the socio-economic disparities across its member states, while
the EU's digitalization strategy outlines ambitious goals for bridging the digital divide. A more holistic strategy, grounded
in fundamental rights and inclusivity, is essential for ensuring that all citizens benefit equally from digital advancements.
This approach would not only align with the EU's core values but also foster a more equitable digital future for all
Europeans.
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