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Editor’s Note

EDITOR’S NOTE

Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies presents seven research articles and
three book reviews in its twelfth volume. This issue includes analyses of some
critical issues of the Middle East, including the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Iragq,
Tiirkiye, and the Suez Crisis.

The first article of this issue is “Funding in the Shadow of Conflict: AIPAC’s Financial
Influence on US Congress Post-2023 Israel-Hamas War” written by Omer Naim
Kiigiik. This article investigates the strategic deployment of the AIPAC's financial
contributions to US Congress members in the aftermath of the 2023 Israel-Hamas
war, revealing a clear correlation between legislative support for pro-Israel policies
and increased funding. It further demonstrates that AIPAC prioritises donations to
politically vulnerable candidates, thereby leveraging financial incentives to
consolidate pro-Israel influence within the US foreign policy. The second article is
“Electoral Dynamics in Post-2003 Iraq: Systemic Reforms, Security Challenges, and
External Influence”. Fatih Oguzhan Ipek analyses Iraq’s post-2003 electoral
dynamics through the lens of systemic reforms, security challenges, and external
interventions, revealing how these interrelated factors have undermined
democratic consolidation. Utilising process tracing across three electoral phases,
the study identifies seven persistent patterns that have impeded electoral integrity
and governance, perpetuating instability and public distrust.

The following article of this issue, “The Impacts of the Practices of the Israeli
Occupation Forces (IOF) on the Palestinian Children”, is written by Haneen
Qaraawee & Ismael Abujarad. This article examines the repressive practices
employed by the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) against Palestinian children and
the resulting psychological impact, highlighting both direct violence and indirect
intimidation tactics. Despite widespread mental health consequences—including
anxiety, fear, and trauma—the study concludes that these methods have failed to
demoralise Palestinian children or diminish their commitment to the legacy of
resistance. The fourth article of this issue is written by Fatih Tiimli and titled
“Israel's Use of Force and Military Operations in Gaza”. This article critically
analyses Israel’s military operations in Gaza through a comparative content
analysis of five major campaigns, focusing on the tactics and strategies employed.
The study concludes that [srael’s continued use of force, despite its limited strategic
success, perpetuates the cycle of violence and undermines prospects for lasting
peace in the region.

The fifth article of this issue is “Media Representation Of “Diyarbakir Mothers”: A
Cross-Newspaper Comparison and Analysis” written by Halime Koékce. The article
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Editor’s Note

assesses the media representation of the Diyarbakir Mothers by comparing four
newspapers' discourse, language, and headline choices to reveal their respective
political orientations and narrative strategies. Through discourse analysis, the
study demonstrates how media framing significantly shapes public perception of
social issues, highlighting the media’s decisive role in constructing divergent
societal narratives. Ahmet Karafil discusses the Suez Crisis in his article “A Rift in
the Atlantic Alliance: Suez Crises”. This paper examines the 1956 Suez Crisis as a
pivotal moment that exposed deep strategic fractures within the Atlantic alliance,
particularly among the US, Britain, and France, challenging the cohesion and trust
underpinning Cold War-era partnerships. By situating the crisis within a
theoretical framework of intra-alliance conflict, the study highlights how the
nationalisation of the Suez Canal reshaped transatlantic relations and underscored
the canal’s enduring geopolitical significance.

The last research article of this issue is “The Reconstruction of The Political Sphere
After September 12: Voter Trends in the Diyarbakir Electoral District in the 1983
General Elections”. Meyrem Akdag investigates voters’ behaviour and the dynamics
of political representation in Diyarbakir during the 1983 general elections, the first
held following Tiirkiye’s 1980 military coup, a pivotal moment in the country’s
democratic trajectory. Drawing on official electoral data and geographic
information systems, the study provides a nuanced analysis of electoral trends and
representational patterns in a region of strategic political significance, contributing
to broader debates on democratic participation and parliamentary legitimacy in
post-coup Tiirkiye.

This issue has three book reviews. The first review is written by Nada Shakir, who
reviewed the book “Science Journalism in the Arab World: The Quest for ‘Ilm’ and
Truth”. The second review is “Nusayrilik Tesekkiil Siireci ve Ogretileri” which is
written by Ahmet Hakan Yilmaz. The last review is “The Middle East Crisis Factory:
Tyranny, Resilience and Resistance” by Ayse Nur Kiiliink.

We hope you enjoy reading this issue.

Associate Professor Dr i. Ayta¢ KADIOGLU
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Editérden

EDITORDEN

Tiirkiye Ortadogu Calismalari Dergisi on ikinci cildinde yedi arastirma makalesi ve
lic kitap incelemesine yer vermektedir. Bu sayida, Israil-Filistin ¢atismasi, Irak,
Tirkiye ve Siiveys Krizi gibi Ortadogu’nun bazi kritik meselelerine dair analizler
sunulmaktadir.

Bu saymin ilk makalesi, Omer Naim Kiiciik tarafindan kaleme alinan “Catismanin
Golgesinde Finansman: AIPAC'In 2023 Israil-Hamas Savasi Sonrasinda ABD
Kongresi Uzerindeki Mali Etkisi” baghgin1 tasimaktadir. Bu makale, 2023 Israil-
Hamas savasi sonrasinda AIPAC’1n ABD Kongre iiyelerine yaptig1 mali yardimlarin
stratejik dagihimini incelemekte ve Israil yanlisi politikalara yasama destegi veren
tiyelerin daha fazla bagis aldigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ayrica, AIPAC'1n siyasi olarak
kirilgan konumda bulunan adaylara oncelik verdigini gostererek, mali tesvikler
yoluyla ABD dis politikasinda Israil yanhsi etkiyi pekistirdigi sonucuna
ulagilmaktadir. ikinci makale, “2003 Sonrasi Irak'ta Secim Dinamikleri: Sistemsel
Islahatlar, Gilivenlik Zorluklar: ve Dis Niifuz” bashgini tasimaktadir. Fatih Oguzhan
Ipek, Irak’in 2003 sonrasi secim dinamiklerini sistemsel reformlar, giivenlik
sorunlart ve dis midahaleler cercevesinde analiz ederek, bu birbiriyle iliskili
unsurlarin demokratik biitiinlesmeyi nasil zayiflattigin1 ortaya koymaktadir. Uc¢
secim asamasinl kapsayan siirec¢ izleme yontemiyle yiiriitiillen ¢alismada, secim
biitliinliglinli ve yonetisimi engelleyen, istikrarsizligi ve halkin gilivensizligini
pekistiren yedi kalic1 6riintt tespit edilmistir.

Bu sayinin sonraki makalesi ise, Haneen Qaraawee ve Ismael Abujarad tarafindan
kaleme alinan “Israil Isgal Kuvvetlerinin (IOF) Filistinli Cocuklar Uzerindeki
Uygulamalarinin Etkileri” bashgini tasimaktadir. Bu makale, [OF'nin Filistinli
cocuklara yonelik baskici uygulamalarini ve bunlarin yol a¢tig1 psikolojik etkileri
incelemekte; dogrudan siddet ve dolayl sindirme taktiklerine dikkat cekmektedir.
Yaygin ruhsal saglik sorunlarina — kaygi, korku ve travma dahil — ragmen, ¢alisma
bu yontemlerin Filistinli ¢ocuklar1 demoralize etmeye veya direnis mirasina olan
baglhiliklarin1 zayiflatmaya yetmedigi sonucuna ulasmaktadir. Sayinin dérdiinci
makalesi, Fatih Tiimlii tarafindan yazilan “Israil’'in Gazze’de Gii¢ Kullanimi ve Icra
Ettigi Askeri Operasyonlar” bashigini tasimaktadir. Bu makale, israil'in Gazze'de
gerceklestirdigi bes biiytik askeri operasyonu karsilastirmali igerik analizi yoluyla
incelemekte ve uygulanan taktik ve stratejilere odaklanmaktadir. Calisma, Israil’in
sinirll  stratejik basarisina ragmen gii¢ kullanimini silirdiirmesinin siddet
dongiisiini pekistirdigini ve bolgede kalict baris umutlarini zayiflattigini ortaya
koymaktadir.

arg

Bu saymnin besinci makalesi, Halime Kokce tarafindan yazilan “*“Diyarbakir

Anneleri'nin Medyadaki Temsilleri: Gazeteler Arasi Karsilastirma ve Analiz”
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Editérden

bashigini tasimaktadir. Makale, dort gazetenin soylem, dil ve manset tercihlerini
karsilastirarak bu yayin organlarinin siyasi yonelimlerini ve anlat1 stratejilerini
analiz etmektedir. Soylem ¢oziimlemesi yoluyla yiiriitilen ¢alisma, medyanin
toplumsal algiy1 sekillendirmedeki belirleyici roliinii ve sosyal meselelere dair
ayrisan anlatilarin insasindaki etkisini ortaya koymaktadir. Ahmet Karafil,
“Atlantik Ittifaki'nda Catlak: Siiveys Krizi” baghkli makalesinde Siiveys Krizi'ni ele
almaktadir. Bu makale, 1956 Siiveys Krizi'ni, basta ABD, Britanya ve Fransa
arasinda olmak tzere, Atlantik ittifaki icerisinde derin stratejik ayriliklar1 giin
yuziine ¢ikaran kritik bir donemeg olarak degerlendirmektedir. Krizi ittifak ici
catismalar lizerine kurulu teorik bir cergevede ele alan ¢alisma, Siiveys Kanali'nin
kamulastirilmasinin transatlantik iliskileri nasil yeniden sekillendirdigini ve
kanalin kiiresel jeopolitik 6nemini vurgulamaktadir.

Bu sayinin son arastirma makalesi, Meyrem Akdag tarafindan kaleme alinan “12
Eyliil Sonras: Siyasal Alanin Yeniden Insasi: 1983 Genel Secimlerinde Diyarbakir
Secim Cevresinde Se¢men Egilimi” bashigini tasimaktadir. Meyrem Akdag, 1980
askeri darbesi sonrasinda diizenlenen ilk secim olan 1983 genel secimlerinde
Diyarbakir'daki se¢men davranislarini  ve siyasal temsil dinamiklerini
incelemektedir. Yiiksek Se¢cim Kurulu verileri ve cografi bilgi sistemleri kullanilarak
yapilan analiz, stratejik dneme sahip bu bolgedeki secim egilimlerini ve temsil
kaliplarin1 detaylandirarak Tiirkiye’de darbe sonrasi demokratik katilim ve
parlamenter mesruiyet tartismalarina katki sunmaktadir.

Bu sayida ayrica ii¢ Kitap incelemesi yer almaktadir. ilk inceleme, Nada Shakir
tarafindan kaleme alinan “Science Journalism in the Arab World: The Quest for ‘Ilm’
and Truth” adli kitaba ayrilmustir. ikinci inceleme, Ahmet Hakan Yilmaz'in yazdig
“Nusayrilik Tesekkiil Siireci ve Ogretileri” adl eser lizerinedir. Son kitap incelemesi
ise Ayse Nur Kiiliink tarafindan degerlendirilmis olan “The Middle East Crisis
Factory: Tyranny, Resilience and Resistance” adli kitaba iliskindir.

Keyifli okumalar dileriz.

Dog. Dr. i. Ayta¢c KADIOGLU
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Research Article

Funding in the Shadow of Conflict: AIPAC’s Financial Influence on US
Congress Post-2023 Israel-Hamas War

Abstract: The American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)
has been a key player in mobilizing support for Israel’s foreign

Omer Naim Kiiciik

Social Science University of Ankara, policy within the US Congress, especially during regional
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Ankara, Tiirkiye, conflicts. While studies have examined the influence of the pro-
omer.kucuk@asbu.edu.tr Israeli lobbies’ donations on US policymakers, the strategic

allocation of these funds remains less explored. This study
addresses that gap by analyzing factors that influenced
variations in AIPAC donations to US Congress members
following the 2023 Israel-Hamas war. The findings reveal two
main determinants: Congress members' sponsorship of pro-
Israel bills and the electoral competition in their constituencies.
Those actively supporting pro-Israel legislation receive more
financial contributions, indicating a link between legislative
support and financial incentives. Additionally, members facing
strong electoral competition attract more donations, suggesting
AIPAC’s targeted investment in politically secure candidates.
This research highlights how the Israeli lobby strategically uses
financial contributions to shape US foreign policy, particularly in
the context of Israel's military engagements.
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Introduction

The influence of pro-Israeli lobbying on US foreign policy has been a subject of
intense debate, yet it has garnered limited academic exploration. While public
commentaries often underscore the significance of this lobbying influence,
especially in shaping US policy toward the Middle East region, academic inquiries
into the extent and mechanisms of pro-Israeli influence on US foreign policymaking
have been sporadic (Waxman, 2010). The most prominent scholarly discourse was
ignited by Mearsheimer and Walt’s (2006) seminal work, which provocatively
argued that the United States support for Israel is not rooted in strategic interests
or moral imperatives but rather in the formidable influence of the pro-Israeli lobby
within US domestic politics. Mearsheimer and Walt’s publications swiftly prompted
criticism from a variety of perspectives, kindling the debate on the impact and
reverberations of pro-Israeli lobbies in US policymaking. The academic debate

Cite as (APA 7): Kiigiik, O.N. (2024). Funding in the Shadow of Conflict: AIPAC’s Financial Influence on USCongress Post-2023
Israel-Hamas War. Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 12(1), 1-20. https://doi.org/10.26513 /tocd.1574363
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became more prominent as the Israel-Hamas war erupted on October 7, 2023, and
culminated in immense humanitarian tragedies. Since the US opted to provide
enormous financial and political support for Israel’s military campaigns and foreign
policy initiatives in the region, the academic discussions concerning the impact of
the pro-Israeli lobbies on US policy in the Middle East region have become
increasingly relevant and necessary (Bilmes et al,, 2024; Guardian, January 10,
2024).

The purpose of this study is to contribute to this significant debate by providing an
empirical analysis of the extent to which, and under which conditions, lobbying
groups may leverage financial contributions to influence US foreign policymaking
through the Congress. This research explores the factors that explain variations in
donations facilitated by one of the most important pro-Israeli lobbies in the US, The
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), to the Congress members. While
some descriptive accounts suggest that these donations primarily target pro-Israel
candidates, little is known about why certain members receive more financial
support than others (Guardian, January 10, 2024). By focusing on Congress
members’ legislative actions and their electoral contexts, this study provides
insights into the mechanisms through which AIPAC’s lobbying efforts may be
pertinent to legislative behavior and steering desired foreign policy outcomes. This
study hypothesizes that two factors—congressional sponsorship of pro-Israel
legislation and electoral competitiveness—play a significant role in explaining
these variations. By focusing on these two dimensions, this research seeks to
contribute to the broader understanding of the strategic use of financial
contributions in US foreign policy formulation, specifically regarding pro-Israeli
lobbying efforts.

The findings of this study show that AIPAC-facilitated financial contributions
allocated to endorsed congress members correlate with their explicit commitment
to the legislative processes that reinforce the pro-Israel foreign policy objectives.
These results supports studies that illuminate the link between pro-Israeli lobbying
efforts and US foreign policymaking by indicating the plausible pathways through
which financial contributions may translate into desired foreign policy outputs in
the context of the October 7 War (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2006; Mearsheimer & Walt,
2009a, 2009b). Concerning this role of pro-Israeli lobbying funding in supporting
legislative processes that reinforce Israel’s contentious military engagements in the
Middle East, the study calls for increased transparency and accountability in
political donations, given their potential to back contentious military policies.



Omer Naim Kiigiik

Israeli Lobby and US Foreign Policy

Even though the influence of the pro-Israeli lobbies in the US foreign policymaking
has been abundantly alluded to in commentaries and anecdotes, the subject
interestingly attracted limited academic scrutiny (Waxman, 2010). In international
relations scholarship, the most vigorous debate was kindled by Mearsheimer and
Walt’s (2006) study on the impact of the pro-Israeli lobbies on US foreign policy.
The authors vehemently contended that US support for Israel neither stems from
the American strategic calculations based on mutual interests nor moral
imperatives felt obliged by the US policymakers (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2006).
Rather, the Israeli Lobby managed to steer US foreign policy in line with the
security interests of Israel by successfully navigating through US domestic politics
(Mearsheimer & Walt, 2009b). Mearsheimer and Walt explain various ways in
which pro-Israeli lobbies influence US domestic politics. They may lobby for the
candidates running for Congress or senate elections, mobilize Jewish-American
votes for the supported candidates, and shape public opinion through paid media
campaigns. Accordingly, the latter was prominently harnessed to boost American
citizens’ support behind Israeli policies in the Middle East region, preponderantly
portraying Israel as the most valuable and important ally of the US in the region
and a high-end protector of the US’s security interests. Additionally, the media
campaigns are also aimed at exonerating Israeli military actions against
Palestinians, depicting the latter as the ultimate source of instability and perennial
conflict in the region (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2006; Mearsheimer & Walt, 2009b).
The lobby’s influence over the media is also leveraged to disparage those who
adopt a critical approach toward Israeli interests (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2006).

The Congress, according to Mearsheimer and Walt, is the most important
playground of the pro-Israeli lobbies in US politics. The authors argue that pro-
Israeli lobbies have an immense influence in US Congress, where a substantial
number of congress members and official staff work in legislative processes
favoring Israel’s foreign policy interests. The Israeli Lobby, in turn, does not neglect
rewarding cooperative Congress members and candidates during their election
campaigns and in their terms in office. Pro-Israeli legislators and candidates are
entitled to generous donations from the Israeli lobby, whereas those candidates
and congress members who criticize the Israeli policies are encountered with
vociferous Israeli lobby support for their political challengers (Mearsheimer &
Walt, 2006). In addition to races between the Democratic and Republican parties
in electoral districts, pro-Israeli lobbies also support their favored candidates in
intra-party primaries. In this context, the Israeli lobby gives bipartisan support for
the pro-Israeli candidates. The lobby particularly campaigns to ensure pro-Israeli
candidates run for the electoral district in both Democratic and Republican parties
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and capitalize on their political and financial prowess to sway voters to support
their favored candidate in primaries (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2006).

The debate initiated by Mearsheimer and Walt ushered in a nascent research
agenda that examined the role of pro-Israeli lobbies in US foreign policymaking.
These studies focused on understanding the role of pro-Israeli lobbies in
influencing a variety of US foreign policymaking issues, including undermining
peacemaking efforts in the Middle East brokered by the US (Abdollahi, 2016;
Ahmadi, 2015; Khalidi, 2013), swaying US policymakers to take a biased stance
toward regional conflicts (Bolme, 2018; Cicekci, 2021; Gultom & Miftah, 2024;
Oguntuase et al,, 2024), prompting military interventions against the hostile states
(Mast, 2014; Petras, 2011), affecting high-level foreign policy appointments
(Talaykurt, 2007) and facilitating military technology transfers from US to Israel
(Huczko, 2019; Rodman, 2007). On the other hand, Mearsheimer and Walt also
prompted criticism from a variety of perspectives, arguing the power of the pro-
Israeli lobby to sideline the Congress members could be exaggerated and that the
lobby actually has less influence on Congress than it is usually depicted (Wang,
2021). One current in these criticisms posits that pro-Israeli lobbies’ influence on
US foreign policy is confounded with the increasing strategic importance of Israel
to the US foreign policy objectives in the region (Aridan, 2019; Fishman, 2008;
Fleshler, 2009; Kiely, 2017; Plitnick & Toensing, 2007; Spitzer, 2013). In other
words, it is argued that the US would still pursue similar policies in the absence of
lobby pressures on the US legislative and executive organs. Protecting Israel’s
interests is inextricably intertwined with the US interests in the region, which
would render the lobbying pressures an unnecessary and costly endeavor (Plitnick
& Toensing, 2007). Another current criticism of Mearsheimer and Walt’'s study
questions the robustness of the link between pro-Israeli lobbies’ endorsed policy
stance and Israel’s foreign policy agenda. To illustrate, Waxman argues that it
would be misleading to conceive every centrist pro-Israeli lobby in the US as a
political organization that unquestionably supports the policies of Israel. He
contends that “it will not necessarily lend its full support” in every political issue
discussed in terms of Israel’s foreign policy interest, albeit they rarely publicly
disparage Israel’s policies (Waxman, 2018, p. 93). Last but not least, some scholars
criticize Mearsheimer and Walt's employed methodology, arguing that the
relationship between Israel lobbies’ contribution to the candidates and the level of
support derived from the endorsed candidates is not empirically substantiated and
claiming causal linkages are unestablished (Lieberman, 2009, p. 238).

Although Mearsheimer and Walt responded to some of these criticisms in their
later works (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2009a, 2009b), the impact of pro-Israeli lobbies
on US foreign policy is still contentious and necessitates empirical studies to
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unravel to what extent and by which mechanisms pro-Israeli lobbies may influence
the US foreign policymaking. This study responds to this gap and examines the
factors influencing the pro-Israeli AIPAC lobby’s facilitated donations to the
endorsed US congress members in the context of one of the violent and egregious
military conflicts that erupted between Israel and Hamas on October 7, 2023.
Implications of this study aim to provide a piece of empirical for evaluating certain
arguments coined in the debate embarked on with Mearsheimer and Walt’s study
and to understand the role of pro-Israeli lobbies in contentious and unmitigated US
support for Israeli’s political and military engagements in the context of Israel-
Hamas war (Bilmes et al., 2024). The following section presents a framework for
explaining the link between variations in AIPAC donations allocated to endorsed
congress members and political support mobilized for Israeli foreign policy
objectives.

AIPAC and US Congress

Pro-Israeli lobbies are not the only organizations engaged in lobbying efforts in US
Congress to attain desired political outputs. The lobbying practice is also
substantially embraced by business actors operating within the US. An extensive
literature on corporate political action shows that business entities may resort to
political donations and lobbying efforts within the US Congress in order to hedge
themselves against prevailing political and economic risks or extract exclusive
economic privileges reinforcing their business practices (Hillman et al., 2009;
Lawton et al, 2013; Zhang, 2021). Lobbying through affiliated political action
committees (PACs) has been one of the important political interactions of the
notable business actors in the US to incentivize US Congress members to urge
policies endorsing the economic interests of the business agents (Hassan et al,,
2019). In addition to business groups, other ethnic lobbies in the US besides pro-
Israeli lobby, such as Armenia and India, have successfully lobbied in the US
Congress to incentivize congress members to land support on a particular foreign
policy action (Bermeo & Leblang, 2015; Blackwell, 2010). What makes the AIPAC
lobby an important subject of this study is these lobbies’ immense influence over
the policymaking processes undertaken in Congress and their link with Israeli
politics, which undergirds Israel’s contentious military actions in the Middle East.
Ostensibly, AIPAC is not the only pro-Israeli lobby in the United States, but it is the
most influential and powerful one (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2006).

The impact of the pro-Israeli lobbying can be traced back to long before the
establishment of AIPAC in 1953. Historical studies show that pro-Israeli lobbying
was effective in convincing US President Wilson to endorse Balfour Declaration and
later galvanizing support in the US Congress and Senate on Israel’s statehood
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during Truman’s tenure (Waxman, 2018). AIPAC, on the other hand, had limited
financial resources and had restricted access to US foreign policymaking before the
1967 Arab-Israeli War. The war substantially turned the tide in favor of AIPAC,
granting an unprecedented opportunity for the lobby to institutionalize itself in US
domestic politics. The war massively increased the support of the American Jews
to the lobby along with the amount of total donations received and the number of
administrative staff. While the AIPAC cemented its financial base and public
approval, its ability to sway US policymaking in favor of its desired policies
proportionally increased. Even though American Jewish support for the lobby
occasionally diminished, particularly during politically stable eras in the Middle
East, tumultuous years of military conflict and upheavals such as the First and
Second Intifada coincided with increasing support for the lobby in the United States
(Waxman, 2018). Likewise, some reports indicate that the recent Israel-Hamas war
clearly showcases the increasing weight of AIPAC in swaying US Congress opinion
towards advocating Israel’s foreign policy objectives and egregious military
campaigns (Guardian, 2024).

The main purpose of this study is to understand the factors influencing the
variation in donations allocated to endorse congress members who enjoyed some
extent of financial benefits from the lobby. Some descriptive accounts examined the
donation patterns of AIPAC-facilitated donations among congress members
supporting pro-Israel versus pro-Palestine arguments. To illustrate, The
Guardian’s report shows that congress members supporting pro-Israeli policies
after the eruption of the Israel-Hamas war received more donations than those
members supporting Palestine (Guardian, 2024). The report shows that
pro-Israeli donations preponderantly targeted Congress members supporting
Israel’s war efforts initiated after October 2023, and the vast majority of congress
members benefited from the incoming donations for their campaigns. However,
the report also denotes that receiving benefits from AIPAC did not automatically
translate into support for pro-Israeli policies. Even though some congress
members enjoyed a certain amount of funding allocated by pro-Israeli lobbies,
they did not outright endorse pro-Israeli policies. Rather, some of these congress
members criticized pro-Israeli lobbies harshly, calling them “cancers” in US
politics (Guardian, 2024). In this context, how can we account for the political
factors accounting for the variation in financial contributions allocated to the
congress members, and to what extent can these financial contributions be linked
to the legislative processes in Congress?

This study primarily focuses on the impact of pro-Israeli AIPAC’s lobbying on the
foreign policymaking formulated in the US Congress rather than presenting a
generalizable framework applicable to the present interest lobbies in the US. The
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main aim of the research is to make a meaningful contribution to the literature by
examining the link between financial contributions allocated to Congress members
and the legislation process within Congress that supports the foreign policy
objectives of Israel. Nonetheless, prevailing theories examining rational actions of
the PACs may provide insights into the underlying strategic interaction between
congress members and lobbies and may enable drawing testable hypotheses to
examine the political implication of lobbying in Congress (Thomsen, 2023).

One factor that explains the variation in the amount of political donations allocated
for individual congress members can be the level of alignment of specific policy
goals attached to the lobbying efforts and congress members’ concrete actions
shedding support on these specific policy objectives of the pro-Israeli lobbies. This
strategic alignment with policy objectives underscores the importance of policy
advocacy in shaping donation behaviors (Khanam, 2022). The support of the
congress members on a particular lobby’s policy position can be observed in
various means. One of these strategies would be examining the voting behavior of
these congress members on bills concerning particular policies. Nonetheless,
voting on the Congress floor may signal weak alignment since it does not require
the allocation of Congress members’ resources anchored to the particular policy
issues advocated by interest lobbies. Furthermore, some studies found no
relationship between political donations and congressional voting patterns (Glantz
et al,, 1976; Jacobson, 1978). Alternatively, focusing on how congress members
involved in the legislation process in promulgation of the endorsed bills would
indicate a better alignment of congress members to the policy preferences attached
to the drafted bills (Hall & Wayman, 1990). This study operationalizes the
commitment of congress members to the legislation process pertinent to the pro-
Israeli policies by focusing on the number of sponsored and cosponsored bills
instead of taking congress members’ voting patterns into account. Congress
members’ sponsorship of the proposed bills would require devoting more political
resources to a particular policy. Hence, it can be a better indicator of the
congressional support for lobbies’ policy stances. Thereby, this study posits the
following hypothesis:

Hypothesis 1: The number of sponsored and cosponsored bills endorsing the policy
objectives of the AIPAC is positively correlated with the number of financial
contributions received from the facilitation of the AIPAC lobby by the individual
congress members.

As the second factor, electoral competitiveness may influence the patterns in lobby
donations (Hunt & Kettler, 2023). The competition across electoral districts may
vary greatly as certain candidates may encounter formidable opponents while
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others may have a strong and explicit upper hand against their political challengers.
This variation in electoral competition may have an influence on financial
contributions allocated by lobbies, revealing the strategic bargaining entrenched in
the interactions among the lobby and congress members. From the viewpoint of
lobbies, gaining access to Congress members is a costly and challenging process for
the lobbies (Dryer, 2007). As the lobbies achieved access to the congress members
and built-up cordial relationships with them, established contact became a valuable
asset in the network of influence in the US Congress (Hall & Wayman, 1990). Re-
election of the congress members providing lobbies access to the congress would
be of great interest to the lobbies, saving them from costs and ambiguities of having
access to the Congress through a freshly elected congress member. Hence, lobbies
may be more eager to financially support congress members facing severe electoral
competition in their course of re-election. On the other hand, from the perspectives
of the congress members, they would be in a more advantageous position to press
lobbies to allocate more financial resources for their campaigning efforts (Hall &
Wayman, 1990). Hence, the following hypothesis can be stated in the context of this
study:

Hypothesis 2: Electoral competence faced by endorsed congress members is positively
correlated with the number of financial contributions received from the facilitation
of the AIPAC lobby.

Data and Methodology

This article aims to examine the underlying factors explaining the variation in
financial donations allocated by the facilitation of AIPAC to US Congress members.
The main dependent variable is continuous in nature, measuring the amount of
donations in US dollars received by individual congress members from AIPAC-
affiliated political action committees. The donations data are received from Track
AIPAC, a Non-governmental organization (NGO) that monitors AIPAC’s financial
contributions to Congress and senate members by compiling data from Open
Secrets, another NGO monitoring the financial influence of interest lobbies in US
politics, and Federal Election Commission, a governmental body (Track AIPAC,
2024). The data contain financial contributions received by US Congress members
from the initiation of the 118th United States Congress in January 2023 to June
2024, which is the latest date for this study’s data compilation.

It should be noted that since AIPAC is not a PAC it cannot directly raise funds to
allocate donations to US politicians (Waxman, 2018). Nonetheless, AIPAC is linked
to many pro-Israeli PACs, which are entitled to make financial contributions to
political figures in US politics, and AIPAC’s overwhelming network fosters
contributions to these pro-Israeli PACs and maintains coordination among these
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committees to ensure endorsed political figures receive intended financial funds
(Plitnick & Toensing, 2007). In this sense, even though AIPAC cannot publicly lend
support to the favored candidates, it has an overt signaling mechanism that guides
its members about which candidates should be endorsed financially (Fleshler,
2009). Furthermore, since AIPAC constitutes a broad platform for supporting pro-
Israeli policies and embodies a wide membership network, it can mobilize support
for political figures advocating AIPAC’s policies and steer its members’ financial
support to these endorsed individuals’ political course. AIPAC also vehemently
campaigns to mobilize financial support for individuals who are not active
members of AIPAC but are sympathetic to politicians endorsing pro-Israeli policies
(Fleshler, 2009; Plitnick & Toensing, 2007, p. 44).

This study employs two independent variables. First, one of the contentions of this
research is that the amount of donations received by the US Congress members
from AIPAC is correlated with the political support behind the pro-Israeli policies
formulated in the US Congress. This political support is operationalized by the
number of bills endorsing pro-Israeli policies sponsored and cosponsored by each
individual congress member who is financially contributed by AIPAC and AIPAC-
affiliated PACs. Data were compiled from the US Congress’s web archive by
examining the proposed bills in the 118th US Congress up to the latest date for data
collection and extracting out pro-Israeli bills along with the congress members who
sponsored each bill in question (US Congress, 2024a). Second, the study
hypothesizes that the competitiveness of the electoral district in which the current
congress members run may correlate with the financial funds received through the
facilitation of the pro-Israeli AIPAC. This research uses a dummy variable to
indicate whether the electoral district of the endorsed congress member is a
competitive race by capitalizing on the race ratings published by The Cook Political
Report (The Cook Political Report, 2024).

This research uses a variety of control variables to be included in the regression
analyses. The democratic or republican party affiliation of the congress members
is coded as a categorical variable. Previous research shows that partisan
polarization was an influential factor in interest groups’ lobbying efforts (Garlick,
2022; Guardian, January 10, 2024). AIPAC can endorse both Democratic and
Republican candidates in each state, but the total financial contributions of a party
in each state vary significantly. Additionally, committee membership within
Congress may affect the financial contributions allocated by the interest groups
(Hall & Wayman, 1990). Previous studies reported that AIPAC significantly
supports the role of Congress members in Congress’s Committee on Foreign Affairs
and Committee on Armed Services (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2009a). Even though this
research aims to explain the variation of donations among the congress members
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already endorsed by AIPAC rather than explaining which factors account for the
likelihood of attracting donations facilitated by AIPAC, this research uses a dummy
variable to control for the endorsed congress members’ participation in these
important committees (US Congress, 2024b). Finally, the features of the state in
which individual congress members are elected are compiled and included as
control variables. The data on the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and population of
each state is retrieved from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (Bureau of Economic
Analysis, 2024). The study also includes a dummy variable to account for whether
the state of the congress member is considered a swing state in the most recent
presidential election held in 2020 (Ballotpedia, 2024).

At this point, one may argue why the research did not include the American-Jewish
population by state as a control variable. It can be explained twofold. First, the
distribution of the American-Jewish population by state is highly correlated with
the general population by state. Hence, the inclusion of both of the population
variables creates a multicollinearity problem for the analysis. Second, it is indicated
nearly one-third of the American-Jewish population lends either weak or no
support for policies advocated by AIPAC (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2006).
Furthermore, Jewish donations cannot be conflated with pro-Israeli lobby
donations. Even though pro-Israeli lobby donations may have a significant
influence on the campaigns of candidates, their amounts are considerably smaller
in comparison to individual donations allocated by American Jewish citizens who
may sometimes support candidates on issues that are not relevant to Israeli
policies (Fleshler, 2009). Therefore, this study included the general population by
state as a control variable instead of including a variable measuring the American-
Jewish population by state. Table 1 presents the descriptive statistics of all the
employed variables.

Table 1
Descriptive Statistics of the Employed Variables
Mean Median Std Dev Min Max

Amount of Donations 141132.60 81375.5 166787.13 1000 990064
Bill Sponsorship 8.83 7.0 7.40 0 49
Electoral Competence 0.18 0.0 0.38 0 1
Party Affiliation 0.46 0.0 0.50 0 1
GDP of elected state 83397.08 78880.0 21202.19 49911 259938
Population 14706149.40 10258359 12057750.86 576851 39538223
Swing State (Yes = 1) 0.41 0.0 0.49 0 1
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Foreign Affairs Com. 0.08 0.0 0.27 0 1
(Yes=1)
Armed Services Com. 0.10 0.0 0.30 0 1
(Yes=1)
Results

The study estimated an Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression model to analyze
the relationship between the variation of individual donations received by US
Congress members with the facilitation of the AIPAC lobby. The dataset is cross-
sectional in nature since each observation corresponds to a single Congress
member, with members are grouped by their respective states (n = 382). Given that
Congress members from the same state may be subject to similar lobbying
influences and electoral pressures, standard errors are clustered at the state level
to account for potential within-state correlation in the error terms. The OLS
regression results are presented in Table 2. The Model 1 shows the estimation that
includes only control variables. Model 2 includes the study’s first independent
variable, measuring Congress members’ support for pro-Israeli policies by using
the number of sponsored bills that endorse Israel’s foreign policy objectives.
Results indicate that the number of sponsored bills is positively correlated with the
amount of funds received through the facilitation of the AIPAC lobby (Hypothesis
1), and this effect is statistically significant (p-value < 0.01). Estimation suggests
that a one-unit increase in sponsored bills corresponds to approximately $5,000
more funds raised from donations for each Congress member. Model 3 integrates
the study’s second independent variable, measuring the relationship between
electoral competence and donations facilitated by AIPAC to congress members.
Results suggest that electoral competence is positively correlated with the received
donations (Hypothesis 2), and the effect is statistically significant (p-value < 0.05).
Interpretation of the coefficient suggests that Congress members from electoral
districts with high levels of electoral competition received approximately $46,000
more donations compared to Congress members from low-level competition
districts. Results also suggest that party affiliation significantly accounts for
variation in donations received through AIPAC facilitation as Democratic
candidates received more funds than Republicans on average. On the other hand,
membership in the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Committee on Armed
Services has limited explanatory power in explaining the variation of received
funds by Congress members since the reported effects are not statistically
significant, though membership in these committees may increase the likelihood of
attracting funds facilitated by AIPAC.
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Table 2
OLS Regression Results

Bill Sponsorship

Electoral Competence

Party Affiliation

GDP of elected state

Population (log)

Swing State

Foreign Affairs Com.

Armed Services Com.

Observations

R2

Adjusted R2

Residual Std. Error

F Statistic

Dependent Variable: Amount of received AIPAC donations (in USD)

(Model 1) (Model 2) (Model 3)
5066.456™" 4820.164™
(1552.309) (1489.740)
45937.219™
(22508.061)
71608.921™ 87695.180™ 82478.657"
(18238.927) (18538.743) (17580.742)
-0.259 -0.372 -0.403"
(0.266) (0.246) (0.236)
19827.888" 16738.963™ 18414.768™
(7347.277) (7130.528) (6409.891)
13452.498 4228473 313.394
(18517.688) (16573.687) (15897.960)
14186.666 -7531.209 -7402.518
(34698.094) (36562.632) (37617.150)
28604.603 18211.355 21145.605
(32786.913) (30529.458) (30258.204)
382 382 382
0.066 0.111 0.122
0.051 0.094 0.103

162497.499 (df=375) 158742.566 (df=374) 157993.744 (df=373)

9.055" (df=6; 375) 11.180™" (df=7; 374) 14.863 (df=8; 373)

Note:

“p<0.1; *p<0.05;
parenthesis)

**p<0.01 (Clustered standard errors in
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Discussion

The findings of this study lend support to both hypotheses presented in this study
and shed some light on the political implications of the AIPAC-facilitated financial
contributions in the domestic settings of the United States, suggesting the strategic
use of lobby donations. This strategic utilization of the donations can be understood
from the perspective of both donors and recipients, which is the AIPAC lobby and
US congress members, respectively. Firstly, the study shows that electoral
competence significantly correlates with the amount of AIPAC-facilitated funds
received by endorsed US Congress members. The implications of this finding can
be grasped twofold. On the one hand, it suggests the ability of in-office congress
members to leverage prevailing electoral conditions to capture greater shares from
the lobbying efforts, in compliance with the findings denoted by the previous
research (Khanam, 2022; Thomsen, 2023). The Congress members facing stronger
challengers in their electoral districts may have more bargaining power in their
interactions with interest lobbies if the lobbies perceive coopting those challengers
into their pursued policy framework would be costly and thorny. On the other hand,
results may pinpoint the perseverance of the AIPAC’s lobbying efforts to support
already endorsed congress members vying with stronger candidates in their course
of re-election (Hall & Wayman, 1990).

Second, this research reveals that the number of financial contributions allocated
to US congress members is strongly correlated with the number of bills supporting
the foreign policy objectives of Israel, which are sponsored by the endorsed US
congress members. This finding lends support to studies that argue that pro-Israeli
donations have great influence in shaping US foreign policymaking, particularly
considering Israel’s controversial policies on the protracted Israeli-Palestinian
conflict (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2006; Mearsheimer & Walt, 2009b; Young, 2024).
This strategic use of donations aimed at attaining desired pro-Israeli foreign policy
output is more meaningful considering the data collection timeframe of this study,
including the eruption of the Israel-Hamas war in October 2023 and its
concomitant sufferings. Most of these sponsored bills supporting Israel’s foreign
policy stance also endorsed Israel’s contentious political and military engagements
conducted in the context of the Israel-Hamas war. A corollary of this empirical
proposition is that the lobbying efforts of pro-Israeli lobbies may result in the
formulation of a US foreign policy on the Middle East, which does not truly reflect
the national interests of the US. Indeed, this argument has been posited by various
scholars, suggesting that the lobbying efforts of these interest groups may
culminate in the deterioration of the United States’ independent foreign
policymaking. Worse, it may end up anchoring US foreign policymaking to the
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narrow interests of particular groups and conflicting broad interests of other
foreign nations (Mearsheimer & Walt, 2006; Mearsheimer & Walt, 2009a, 2009b).

Conclusion

Heated debates revolved around the impact of the pro-Israeli AIPAC lobbying on
US foreign policymaking, albeit there was a scarcity of academic research on this
subject. This research aims to contribute one more piece to the literature aimed at
studying the political implications of AIPAC-facilitated financial contributions. The
research examines the factors correlating with the number of financial
contributions received by the US Congress members from AIPAC-affiliated political
action committees. The findings of this study shed light on the strategic role of the
Israel lobby in influencing U.S. Congress members through political donations,
particularly following the outbreak of the October 7 war. By analyzing new data on
lobbying efforts and donations, we identify two key factors contributing to
variations in donations: the sponsorship of pro-Israel legislation and the electoral
competence of Congress members. The study finds that received financial
contribution significantly correlates with the number of sponsored bills advocating
pro-Israeli foreign policy. Hence, the finding suggests that financial contributions
from the pro-Israeli AIPAC lobby are closely tied to members' active support for
Israel’s policy agenda in Congress, reflecting a direct relationship between
legislative backing and financial incentives as posited in previous research
(Mearsheimer & Walt, 2006; Mearsheimer & Walt, 2009a, 2009b). Particularly,
allocated financial contributions may have been one of the effective means of
mustering support within the Congress for Israeli foreign policymaking and its
military engagements that transpired in the aftermath of the Israeli-Hamas conflict.
Moreover, the lobby’s donations are strategically targeted toward members facing
competitive electoral environments, underscoring its tactical investment in
politically insecure candidates who are facing strong political challengers but
desire to remain influential in Congress (Hall & Wayman, 1990).

The study indicates one of the pathways in which pro-Israeli interest groups may
wield influence by capitalizing on the established domestic institutions within the
US and molding desired policy outcomes in line with Israel’s foreign policy
objectives in the Middle East. Since the US policymaking projects immense
influence on the political landscape prevailing in the Middle East region,
consolidating support in Congress grants extensive influence for Israel in order to
legitimize and draw foreign support for its military and political engagements
(Bilmes et al, 2024; Guardian, 2024). Nonetheless, the implications of this
research go beyond the particular case of Israel and the AIPAC lobby, offering
broader insights into the mechanisms by which foreign policy formulations can be
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shaped by domestic political processes with the involvement of a foreign nation.
These findings call attention to the need for heightened transparency and
accountability in political donations, especially when such contributions may
support contentious and controversial foreign policies and military actions that
take an immense humanitarian toll. Understanding the motivations behind these
donations provides a clearer picture of how external actors influence legislative
outcomes and highlights the importance of addressing the potential for undue
financial influence in democratic institutions.
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Introduction

The trajectory of Iraq’s political evolution, especially since the overthrow of
Saddam Hussein in 2003, has been marked by a complex interplay of systemic
reforms, security challenges, and external interventions. Central to this narrative
are the parliamentary elections, which serve as a focal point for assessing Iraq’s
electoral processes and democratic governance. These elections, from 2005 to the
more recent ones in 2018, reveal deep-seated issues ranging from allegations of
fraud and systemic inequities to the pervasive impact of violence and foreign
intervention. From debates over electoral systems and rising violence to political
fragmentation, external interference, and allegations of fraud, Iraq’s post-2003
elections have been a microcosm of the broader struggles faced by the nation. This
study explores the multifaceted dynamics shaping Iraq’s electoral landscape,
underpinned by historical, legal, and socio-political factors from 2005 through
2018. The dynamics generated by the Tishreen (October) uprising in 2019, which
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culminated in the resignation of the Adil Abdul Mahdi government, lie beyond the
scope of this study.

The first pattern concerning the Iraqi elections can be seen in the debates over
Iraq's electoral system since 2003. After allegations of Kurdish overrepresentation
in the 2005 interim elections, Iraq shifted from a single district to a
province/district-based electoral system. The 2010 elections sparked disputes
over seat allocation for the Iraqi diaspora, primarily Sunni Arabs, as their reserved
seats were reduced. Meanwhile, Kurdish politicians favored a return to the single-
district system, which would benefit their voter turnout, but the multi-district
system was retained with increased seats for the Kurdish region. Before the 2018
elections, debates arose amid internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the aftermath
of the DAESH (al-Dawla al-Islamiya fil Iraq wa al-Sham). Kurdish and Sunni groups
sought delays, while Shiite groups opposed them, pointing to political advantages.
Ultimately, the Federal Supreme Court ruled that postponement was
unconstitutional.

The pattern of rising violence ahead of the Iraqi elections underscores the country’s
fragile security environment and deep-seated divisions. Key elections, including
those in 2005, 2014, and 2018, were marked by instability and threats from
insurgent groups such as DAESH, exacerbating sectarian tensions and impacting
voter participation. The 2005 elections saw the rise of cultural identity politics and
sectarian voting, weakening a unified Iraqi identity. Systematic exclusion of Sunni
Arabs by the Maliki government fueled protests and violence, with clashes like the
Hawija incident deepening distrust (Wimmen, 2014, p. 12). The rise of the DAESH
in 2013 further destabilized Iraq, leading to significant territorial losses and the
formation of the Hashd al-Shaabi or the Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) to
counter insurgents. However, the PMF's actions raised fears among Sunni
communities, complicating election security. The 2014 and 2018 elections
reflected similar challenges, as the DAESH’s threats and militia activities created an
atmosphere of fear. Millions of IDPs and unresolved sectarian divides further
strained the electoral process.

The persistent fragmentation and division within Iraq’s political alliances highlight
the third pattern in Iraq’s post-2003 elections. Initially, coalitions such as the
United Iraqi Alliance and the Kurdish Alliance displayed a degree of unity, but this
alignment quickly gave way to increasing fragmentation. The 2010 elections
marked a turning point as political divisions deepened among Shiite, Sunni, and
Kurdish factions. Subsequent elections, particularly in 2014 and 2018, revealed
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even greater fragmentation. Shiite coalitions multiplied, reflecting internal power
struggles and competing leaderships. Sunni Arab factions splintered into multiple
coalitions, while Kurdish alliances fractured, with the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) and the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) running separately and new
opposition parties emerging. The fragmentation of the political blocs revealed that
no coalition was able to form a majority government. The government formation
process required compromises among the political leaders. As a result, this process
operationalized Muhasasa power-sharing arrangements, whereby ethno-religious
affinities determine “who is in power or how power is shared among different
groups” (Dodge, 2012, pp. 113-116).

The fourth pattern, the involvement of internal and external actors in Iraq’s post-
2003 elections, underscores the complexities of its political landscape. Internally,
Shiite religious authority Ali al-Sistani emerged as a pivotal figure, leveraging his
moral influence to shape the country’s political direction. His rejection of divisive
figures such as Nouri al-Maliki and his advocacy for candidates capable of achieving
social consensus highlight his role as a stabilizing force amid Iraq’s volatile politics.
Externally, both the US and Iran played significant roles in influencing Iraq’s
elections, reflecting their competing agendas. Iran sought to consolidate Shiite
political dominance and maintain Iraq within its sphere of influence, as evidenced
by the efforts of General Qasem Soleimani, commander of the Quds Force, and Ali
Akbar Velayati to shape alliances and undermine candidates seen as unfavorable to
Tehran. Conversely, the US shifted its support over time, aligning with leaders like
Haider al-Abadi to counter the influence of pro-Iran militias and prevent the
resurgence of extremist groups like the DAESH. The US sought to mediate pre-
election negotiations through figures like Brett McGurk, reflecting its vested
interest in ensuring an Iraqi government that aligned with its regional policies.

Iraq’s elections highlight low voter turnout and weak election security. Despite
efforts to integrate Sunni Arabs into the political process after their initial exclusion
in 2005, sectarian differences and political marginalization deepened, fueling
resentment and contributing to instability. Prime Minister Maliki’s sectarian
policies, reliance on security measures, and consolidation of power alienated
Sunnis and Kurds, worsening the political divide and fostering the emergence of
insurgent groups like the DAESH. Election security also emerged as a critical issue.
The Iraq High Election Commission (IHEC), intended to ensure transparency, was
compromised by partisan influences and allegations of fraud, particularly in the
2018 elections (Hasan, 2018). Electronic voting systems, introduced to prevent
fraud, faced criticism for their lack of transparency and reliability, further eroding
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public trust. By the 2018 elections, Iraq faced record-low voter turnout, reflecting
widespread disillusionment with the entrenched political elite.

Each election cycle has witnessed recurring allegations of fraud and manipulation,
the sixth pattern of this study, from political parties and coalitions. From claims of
voting irregularities during the 2005 elections to the contentious vote recounts of
2010 and the introduction of electronic voting systems in 2014 and 2018, election
management has consistently faced challenges. The 2018 elections, in particular,
exemplified these tensions, as electronic systems were criticized for their lack of
reliability, leading to allegations of pre-programmed fraud and even a fire that
destroyed a significant portion of the ballots. The subsequent manual recounts
confirmed minimal changes to the results, but the controversies exposed the
fragility of Iraq’s electoral system.

The government formation process in Iraq has been consistently protracted with
both domestic and international complexities. Each election witnessed significant
delays in establishing governments, often exacerbated by disputes over leadership,
power-sharing arrangements, and ministerial appointments. The 2005 and 2010
elections revealed the deep sectarian rifts in Iraqi politics, with Sunni, Kurdish, and
Shiite factions often at odds. External powers played a critical role in mediating or
influencing these negotiations, as seen in US and Iranian efforts to steer outcomes
in favor of their respective interests. By 2014, internal discontent and external
pressure culminated in the replacement of Maliki with Abadi, signaling a shift
driven by domestic opposition and a loss of support from key allies. The 2018
elections further illustrated the enduring patterns of external interference and
internal fragmentation. Political instability and public protests highlighted the Iraqi
people’s growing frustration with foreign influence and ineffective governance. The
eventual selection of Adil Abdul Mahdi as prime minister came through a
compromise brokered by regional and international players, underscoring the
persistent external role in Iraq’s domestic affairs.

Before the Elections

Election laws

Debates around the reform of the electoral system have been a consistent feature
in post-2003 Iraq. The perception that the Kurds had won too many seats in the
October 2005 interim elections due to fraud by many Shiite politicians led to the
change of the electoral system in the December 2005 parliamentary elections. A
single-district electoral system that considers Iraq one single electoral district was
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replaced with the province/district electoral system to prevent the suspicion that
the over-representation situation would reoccur in the elections. Relatedly, the
United Nations (UN) voiced that the abandonment of the province-based electoral
system would harm the representation of minorities and opposed changing the
electoral system so close to the elections. That said, some additional mechanisms
were subsequently established to benefit minorities and small parties (O'Sullivan
& al-Saiedi, 2014, p. 18). Besides, the 2010 elections were preceded by
disagreements over the election law that began to be discussed in 2009. The
existing election law included a provision that was detrimental to Iraqis who had
to live outside the country, as the majority of the Iraqi diaspora were two million
Sunni Arabs. More specifically, the reduction of the number of seats reserved for
this group from 45 to 16, with 8 of these being reserved for various minority
groups, provoked a reaction from Sunni Arab politicians, while the total number of
seats was increased from 275 to 325 (Beck & Fangalua, 2010).

The debates around the electoral law were in circulation during the 2014
parliamentary elections. Five months before the elections, the Iraqi parliament
adopted an amendment to the electoral law in November 2013. Kurdish
parliamentarians favored a return to the single-district electoral system used in the
2005 referendum. The single-district electoral system would have been beneficial
for the Kurdish Region of Iraq (KRI), as voter turnout there typically exceeds that
of other areas in the country. As a result, Kurdish parties would have gained a
comparatively larger share of votes. Ultimately, the system implemented in 2010,
which divided Iraq into multiple districts, was adopted with several modifications.
The number of parliamentary seats was increased by three to a total of 328, with
all additional seats allocated to the KRI (Wehler-Schock, 2014, p. 3).

An election law debate reoccurred on the eve of the 2018 parliamentary elections.
The most controversial aspect of the debate between two different opinions was
related to the election date. On the one hand, Sunni Arabs, Turkmens, the KDP, and
the PUK advocated postponing the election for a year because of the existence of
2.5 million internally displaced people (IDPs), the unprecedented spread of
uncontrolled weapons, and the fight against DAESH in the provinces of Anbar and
Nineveh, where Sunni Arabs densely resided (Aslan & Aljumaily, 2018, pp. 4-5;
Bolus & Carter, 2018; Sowell, 2017). Besides, the KDP and PUK favored delaying
the elections as they lost popularity due to the worsening economy and the non-
payment of officers’ salaries in the KRI, while Baghdad government forces regained
control of Kirkuk and other disputed areas in October 2017, following the
independence referendum for the KRI. On the other hand, most of the Shiite
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political forces opposed postponing the election as they would benefit from
popularity stemming from the mobilization of Shiite armed groups against DAESH
(Aslan & Aljumaily, 2018, pp. 4-5; Al-Sadoon, 2018, p. 9). Ultimately, the Iraqi
Federal Supreme Court concluded that the postponement of the elections was
unconstitutional, putting an end to the debate over the election date.

Another debate around the election law occurred on the eve of the 2018
parliamentary elections. This debate was tied to seat allocation, based on the
different adaptations of Iraq’s use of the Sainte-Lagué method for translating votes
into parliamentary seats. The method was first used in the 2013 provincial
elections in Iraq, allowing small parties to win a significant number of seats.
However, in the 2014 parliamentary elections, leaders of large blocs modified the
method by raising the initial divisor from 1.0 to 1.6 (Duman & Aygiin, 2018, p. 3).
President Fuad Masum offered to modify Iraq’s Sainte-Lagué formula by proposing
to use a divisor of 1.5 for half of the seats in each province and distribute the
remaining seats to the candidates who received the most votes. Shiite factions,
except for Sadr, rejected Masum’s proposal since it allowed the individual vote
provision, benefiting strong local organizations like factions of the Sadrist
Movementand Masum'’s PUK (Sowell, 2017). As a result, the same method was used
in the 2018 parliamentary elections, with a quotient of 1.7. This change made it
more difficult for independent candidates and small parties to secure seats, as the
rise in the quotient increased the number of votes required to elect a member of
parliament. Therefore, this change put the large blocs in a more advantageous
position (Duman & Aygiin, 2018, p. 3).

The new electoral law was adopted before the 2021 early parliamentary elections.
First, it established district-based constituencies instead of province-based ones.
Under this law, provinces were divided into multi-seat districts, allocating one seat
for every 100,000 residents. Second, it introduced the single non-transferable vote
(SNTV) system, which operated within each multi-seat district as a first-past-the-
post system. Candidates with the highest number of votes won the seats in each
district, eliminating the need for a seat allocation system. Consequently, the law
gave voters direct control over candidate selection, addressing the demands of
protesters. Overall, it prevents popular politicians from using their vote share to
allocate seats to other candidates on their list who did not secure seats outright in
the polls. Organized groups that successfully motivated their supporters to vote
secured a larger number of seats due to the low turnout. More specifically, the
political significance of tribes—one of the key dynamics in Iraqi social structure —
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was highlighted by the advantages of the election system (Stewart-Jolley, 2021, pp.
21-22; Duman, 2021; Abdo, 2021, p. 4).

Finally, on March 26, 2023, the Iraqi parliament adopted a new election law, which
was drafted and supported by the Coordination Framework, an umbrella body that
included Maliki, Abadi, Ameri, Hakim, and PMU chairman Falih Al-Fayyadh. The
reimplementation of the Sainte-Lagué proportional representation system gave
candidates on lists, particularly those affiliated with large, well-organized political
parties, a significant advantage. It reverted to the previous structure of 18 electoral
districts and utilized the list-based/ Modified Sainte-Lagué method with an initial
divisor of 1.7. This change further complicated opportunities for smaller parties to
succeed in the elections. Under this system, a candidate from a list can be favored
over an independent candidate even if the former receives fewer individual votes,
as long as the list itself garners more total votes. For example, a list with five
candidates each receiving 2,000 votes would be prioritized over an independent
candidate with fewer than 10,000 votes, since independent candidates must
compete against the total votes received by a list. The new election law has reduced
the number of electoral districts from 83 to 18, consolidating each province into a
single electoral district. This change ensures that political parties with candidates
receiving the most votes in any district secure seats (Aygiin, 2023; Al-Khazraji,
2024, p. 3). In the October 2021 parliamentary elections, the Alliance of Nation
State Forces, led by Abadi and Ammar al-Hakim of the National Wisdom Movement,
amassed over 60,000 votes across Baghdad's 17 electoral districts, more than the
total of three parties that won seats. Had the Sainte-Lagué method been in effect,
the Alliance of Nation State Forces would have earned five seats from Baghdad
(Aygiin, 2024).

The atmosphere of fear

The second pattern related to the Iraqi elections is that rising violence prevailed
ahead of the elections. Iraq held two significant elections in 2005; interim and
permanent parliamentary elections. These elections played a critical role in
shaping the new constitution and the foundations of the federal system. However,
the 2005 parliamentary elections were held amid intense violence and instability,
with 200,000 people involved in various militia organizations (Smith, 2018). The
2005 uprising in Iraq slowed down the economy alarmingly, preventing
reconstruction and alienating regional and international aid (Marr, 2006, p. 27).
The December 2005 elections had two consequences. First, Iraq, an apparently
monolithic country with a nationalist orientation during the Baath period, shifted
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to cultural identity politics. Second, the voting behavior was based on ethnic and
sectarian divisions. The sense of Iraqi identity weakened (Marr, 2006, p. 32;
International Crisis Group, 2006, p. 29).

The systematic discrimination and exclusion of Sunni Arabs in provinces such as
Anbar by the Maliki government (2006-2014) led Sunni Arabs to protest against
the Maliki government. Their demonstrations reached their peak in December
2012 when Iraqi security forces searched the home of Finance Minister Rafi Issawi
and arrested his guards. Thousands of demonstrators took to the streets in Sunni
areas, where security forces took a harsh stance on the protesters. In April 2013,
the crisis deepened when security forces forcibly entered protest tents in the
Hawija region near Kirkuk, resulting in the deaths of 40 demonstrators. Ongoing
conflicts between Sunni and Shiite groups and Iraqi security forces have led to a
resumption of violence. In addition, the deepening of the Syrian Civil War has paved
the way for DAESH to grow stronger in Anbar and surrounding provinces. A large
number of Sunni militias have joined DAESH. Sectarian tensions resurfaced
violently in mid-2013 (Wehler-Schock, 2014, pp. 2-3).

The fact that DAESH took over one-third of the country brought it to the brink of
chaos. The decline of the Iraqi security forces against DAESH not only indicated the
failure of the Iraqi security forces but also caused a decline in Maliki’s popularity in
political circles (Isakhan, 2017, p. 272). To reverse the collapse of the security
sector, Maliki, despite his opposition to militia structures, decided to use them,
primarily the Badr Organization, Asaib Ahl al-Haq, Kataib Hezbollah, and Kataib
Sayyid al-Shuheda. Maliki issued the prime ministerial decree that established the
Hashd al-Shaabi Council, violating Article 9 of the Iraqi Constitution, which
prohibits the establishment of “armed militias outside the armed forces” (Mansour
& Jabar, 2017, pp. 5-9). Consequently, the 2014 parliamentary elections took place
during a period of increasing violence. DAESH threatened to target election centers,
election officials, and people supporting the “Shiite government,” whose members
DAESH designated as the rulers of Iran’s Shiite Safavid Dynasty (Ali, 2014, p. 9, 43;
Mansour & Jabar, 2017, pp. 5-9). Last but not least, more than 400,000 civilians
have then been displaced in clashes between Iraqi security forces and DAESH in
Anbar. Relatedly, the IHEC announced it would not set up ballot boxes in some parts
of Anbar due to the unfavorable security situation (Wehler-Schock, 2014, pp. 2-3).

The 2018 parliamentary elections were the first elections scheduled after the
protests calling for the reform of the political system in 2015 and the territorial
defeat of DAESH claimed by the Abadi government in 2017 (Mansour, 2018).
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According to official figures from UN agencies, there are around 2.5 million IDPs in
Iraq due to the destruction caused during the fight against DAESH (UNICEF, 2018,
p. 34). The elections took place just after the independence referendum for the KRI
in September 2017, which challenged Iraq’s territorial integrity (Palani et al,
2019). Iraqi security forces faced the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG)’s
Peshmerga forces stationed in disputed areas after the referendum. However, there
was no large-scale conflict because of the withdrawal of the Peshmerga forces
(Chulov, 2017). One can say that, as in the previous elections, the atmosphere of
fear was influential before the 2018 elections. Continuing its activities
underground, DAESH threatened to attack election centers and punish runners and
voters with death. In this context, it executed two election advocates in Saladin
province (Hadi, 2018a; Reuters, 2018a). Secondly, the emergence of the PMF
during the fight against DAESH created an atmosphere of fear in Iraq (Mansour &
Jabar, 2017, pp. 9-22). Charged with providing security in some Sunni regions, the
PMF reportedly engaged in illegal activities in these regions, acting as a non-state
armed actor (Bala et al., 2016, p. 142; Ipek, 2022; Daoud, 2018). Finally, DAESH
announced that it would target those who voted in the election immediately before
the 2018 elections (Middle East Monitor, 2018a). Even several attacks on
candidates and election officials were claimed by DAESH (Blaxter & Eissa, 2018).

The fragmentation of political alliances

The third pattern concerning the Iraqi elections is the fragmentation and division
within political alliances. In post-2003 Iraq, 228 parties and 19 coalitions competed
in the first election. The United Iraqi Alliance, the Shiite political coalition, won 128
seats in the 275-seat parliament with 41% of the vote, while the Kurdish Alliance,
led by the PUK and KDP, won 53 seats with 21%. On the other hand, the Sunni Arabs
did not enter the elections as a single entity. While their largest party, the Iraqi
Tawafuq Front, won 44 seats with 15% of the vote, the other Sunni parties —the
Iraqi National Dialogue Front won 11 seats, the Reconciliation and Freedom Bloc
won 3 seats, and the Iraqi National List won 1 seat. Thus, another election coalition
led by secular Arabs, the al-Iraqiyya List, won 40 seats (inat, 2006, pp. 75-76; Marr,
2012, p. 298; O'Sullivan & al-Saiedi, 2014, pp. 12-13). Overall, the political
coalitions and parties (except for Sunni Arabs) allied in the 2005 elections.
However, they would remain on a collision course, and their alignment would be
obliged to dissolve in the later elections.

A series of alliances were formed before the 2010 parliamentary elections. The
Shiite bloc was divided into two coalitions: the Iraqi National Alliance included the
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Supreme Islamic Iraqi Council, the Sadr Movement, former Prime Minister Ja'fari's
Islah Party, and several other smaller Shiite parties; another Shiite-dominated
alliance was the State of Law Coalition led by Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki. The al-
Iraqiyya coalition, led by former Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, included secular
Shiite and many Sunni groups. In addition to these alliances, the Tawafuq
(Reconciliation) list, which included various Sunni Islamic groups and parties,
weakened after President Tariq Hashemi, who left the Iraqgi Islamic Party,
established the Renewal List. The 2010 elections generated opposition to the
KDP/PUK duopoly on the Kurdish front: the Gorran Movement and Services and
Reform. The first list emerged from internal turmoil within the PUK, driven by a
power struggle over Jalal Talabani's succession. The second list comprised four
parties: the dominant ones were Islamist parties while the other two were small
Suleimaniya-based secular socialist parties (Hiltermann, 2010; Colleau, 2014;
Ozcan, 2011, p. 51). Therefore, the fragmentation and division of political alliances
within the three factions began in the 2010 elections. If we compare the 2010 and
2014 elections, we observe that coalitions and political parties have increased.
While 12 coalitions and 74 political parties entered the 2010 elections, 35
coalitions and 72 political parties entered the 2014 elections. Secondly, the
increasing number of candidates points to fragmentation and division among
political alliances. While approximately 7,000 candidates competed in the 2010
elections, 9,040 candidates contended for 328 seats in the 2014 elections
(Abdulhussein, 2014).

The fragmentation and division of political alliances within the three ethnic and
sectarian factions continued in the 2014 elections. Maliki’s divide-and-rule strategy
polarized Iraq’s political atmosphere, deepening the fragmentation and division of
political alliances (Wehler-Schock, 2014, p. 4). Iran even failed to unite Shiites
under a single coalition. There were three Shiite coalitions: the State of Law
Coalition, the Ahrar Bloc led by Sadr, and the Citizens Coalition (Mouwatin) headed
by Hakim, the chairman of the Shia Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq (ISCI) (Ali,
2014, p. 22). The National Coalition (Wataniyya) emerged from the previous
Iraqiyya Coalition and was led by Ayad Allawi. On the Sunni Arab front, the Uniting
for Reform (Moutahidoun) Coalition, the largest Sunni bloc, emerged from parts of
the previous Iraqgiyya and was led by Usama Nujaifi. The second faction, Arabiyya,
disintegrated from the Iraqiyya Coalition and was headed by Saleh Mutlaq. Sunni
businessman Khamis Khanjar founded the third faction, the Dignity (Karama)
Alliance. On the Kurdish side, after competing as the Kurdish Alliance in the
previous elections, the KDP and the PUK ran individually in most provinces in the
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2014 elections. Gorran remained a third actor in the Kurdish political landscape
(Wehler-Schock, 2014, pp. 4-6). The other Kurdish factions, the Kurdistan Islamic
Union (KIU) and the Kurdistan Islamic Group (KIG), received 4 and 5 seats in the
elections, respectively (Ali, 2014, p. 9).

Iraq’s political landscape remained fragmented in the 2018 parliamentary
elections (Mansour & Van Den Toorn, 2018, p. 12). Shiite parties entered the
elections within five major coalitions. Abadi and Maliki, members of the Dawa
Party, ran individually on two separate lists. Abadi founded the Victory (Nasr)
Coalition by resorting to the gains his government achieved in the fight against
DAESH, which was criticized by the Shiite religious authority Sistani due to Abadi’s
abuse of the fight. The third Shiite faction was the Fateh Alliance, led by the Badr
Organization leader Hadi al-Amiri and several leaders from the predominantly
Shi‘a Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) that emerged during the fight against
DAESH (Basnews, 2018). The fourth Shiite faction was Hakim’s National Wisdom
Movement. Finally, the cleric Muqtada al-Sadr’s Sairuun Coalition united his Shiite
Islamist followers and the Iraqi Communist Party. The Sunni community split into
three factions. Ayad Allawi, Salem al-Jubori, and Salih al-Mutlaq formed the
National Coalition alongside several Sunni Arab leaders. Meanwhile, Osama Al-
Nujaifi and his brother Atheel al-Nujaifi established the Iraqi Decision Alliance
along with other powers (al Khafaji, 2018). The last faction, Sunni businessman
Khamis al-Khanjar’s Uniters for Reform Coalition, ran for Sunni Arab votes. Political
division among Kurds after the failed independence referendum was more
pronounced than ever. The PUK and KDP joined the elections on separate electoral
lists: In addition to the oppositionist Gorran Movement, newer “protest” parties,
Barham Salih’s Coalition for Democracy and Justice (CDJ) and Shashwar
Abdulwahid’'s New Generation (NG) contested the poll, trying to benefit from
widespread discontent in the KRI- Salih split from the PUK after three decades with
the party to form CD]. As the owner of NRT TV station, Abdulwahid significantly
challenged the mainstream KDP and PUK media outlets. The Islamic parties on the
Kurdish side, KIG and KIU, ran individually in the elections (Mansour & Van Den
Toorn, 2018. p. 15).

In the 2021 parliamentary elections, 23 political alliances participated. The Shiite
groups formed seven separate political coalitions, while Sunni Arabs ran under five
electoral lists. For Kurds, the KDP entered the elections independently, whereas the
PUK and Gorran Movement united to create the Kurdistan Alliance. Additionally,
the New Generation Movement and Kurdistan Justice Group represented smaller
Kurdish parties in the elections. Even more significantly, the October uprising in
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2019 provided an opportunity for protest movements, such as the Imtidad
Movement, and 43 independents to gain entry into the parliament. The boycott of
the Sadr Movement in the 2023 provincial elections affected voter turnout, as the
movement received only 10 percent of the votes. The Nebni Coalition, led by the
Badr Organization and the Sadiqun Bloc—known for their ties to Iran—secured 43
out of 285 seats in the provincial councils, while the State of Law Coalition won 35
seats. Following them, the Takaddum Coalition, led by Iraqi Parliament Speaker
Halbusi, who was removed from office before the elections, gained 21 seats. Lastly,
the National Coalition of State Forces, headed by Abadi and Ammar al-Hakim,
received 23 seats, achieving results similar to their vote count in the 2021 elections
(Aygiin, 2024; Abdo, 2021, pp. 7-8).

Foreign and domestic intervention in the elections

When political parties and blocs are heading into elections, internal and external
actors are involved in supporting their favorite candidate(s). The most significant
internal actor is the Shiite religious authority Sistani, who had kept away from
giving speeches about politics during the Saddam Hussein regime. Although Sistani
did not occupy an official position in Iraqg, he emerged as a key player in the post-
2003 Iraqi political order (Al-Qarawee, 2018). Stating that religious and political
authority should be separate, Sistani did not want political conflict between parties
or states to harm his religious institutions (Mamouri, 2014). He wished for Iraq’s
decision-making process to be independent of regional and international
interference. He has had “soft power,” which, “in moments of turmoil, changes the
course of the country’s history with a single statement” (Braam, 2010, p. 6). On
balance, Sistani’s voice was heard clearly from 2008 to 2009, especially in the run-
up to the 2010 parliamentary elections (Braam, 2010, p. 15).

As the Iraqi parliament was debating the election laws in July 2013, the Shiite
religious authority Sistani did not endorse a proposed closed-list electoral system
because it favored the major parties and was against the voters. The parliament
passed the open-list electoral system in November 2013 (Ali, 2014, p. 22). Sistani’s
second internal intervention in the 2014 parliamentary elections came with his
statement regarding Maliki’s third term as prime minister (Kalayci & Giirler, 2014,
p. 16). Sistani said that Iraq was going through difficult conditions and called on the
people to vote for the rulers who would change these conditions. Although Maliki’s
name was not mentioned, many Iraqis referred to Maliki. In particular, this
situation manifested itself in Sistani’s rejection of Maliki’s offer to meet with him
when he visited Najaf ahead of the 2014 elections (Ali, 2014, p. 22). On this
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occasion, Iraqi politicians tried to gain Sistani’s support for the elections. Prime
Minister Abadi saw the US and Sistani as a balancing element in confronting Iran
(Mamouri, 2014). After taking office as prime minister, Abadi met with Sistani on
October 20. Sistani stated that his support would continue as long as Abadi could
achieve social consensus and overcome the country’s weaknesses (Al-Kadhimi,
2014).

Sistani was also involved in the 2018 pre-election debates. He released a political
message stating that high-ranking figures in the previous governments had abused
their powers and contributed to the spread of corruption, implying the fall of Mosul.
Even more significantly, Sistani addressed Iraqis to avoid falling into the traps of
unsuccessful and corrupt rulers (Reuters, 2018b). Sistani’s public political message
curbed the votes for Maliki from 92 seats in the 2014 elections to 26 seats in the
2018 elections. A week before the 2018 elections, Sistani also declared that no one
should use religious references for votes, referring to pro-Iranian al-Amiri’s Fatah
Alliance. Finally, Sistani called for participation in the 2021 early parliamentary
elections, while proclaiming several characteristics that candidates must have to
receive support. Some Iraqgis believed that the candidates would be unable to have
these characteristics, leading them to conclude that it would be better not to vote
(Al-Sadoon, 2021, p. 22; Duman, 2021, p. 20).

For their part, external actors, the US and Iran, also lobbied for the elections for
their favorite prime minister candidate. Before the 2018 parliamentary elections,
Qasem Soleimani, the key figure in Iran’s policy in neighboring Arab countries,
arrived in Iraq to convince Maliki to stay out of the next government and persuade
most other Shiite forces—the Fatah Alliance, the National Wisdom Movement, and
the ISCI—to join the Victory coalition formed by then Prime Minister Abadi.
Moreover, public opinion surveys showing Abadi’s favorability before the 2018
elections pushed Soleimani to meet with the KDP leader Barzani in search of
convincing the KDP to prevent Abadi’s second term as Prime Minister (Aljazeera,
2018a).

Iran’s interference in the 2018 elections continued with the visit of Ali Akbar
Velayeti, the senior advisor on international affairs for the Iranian Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei, to Iraq before the elections. He met with the pro-Iran political party
leaders Maliki, Hakim, and Hadi al-Amiri. Velayeti strived to gather the Shiite
political groups under a single coalition, as the participation of the conflicting Shiite
factions in the 2018 elections could lead to the formation of a government
countering Iran’s interests in Iraq. Besides, Velayeti could not meet with Sistani in
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al-Najaf, due to Iran’s meddling in Iraqi internal affairs (Shafaq News, 2018). During
his meeting with Maliki, Velayeti stated that “the Islamic awakening will not allow
the return of communists and liberals to power!” referring to an alliance between
the Sadrist Movement and the Iraqi Communist Party, demonstrating Iran’s
interest in the government formation process (Hussein, 2018).

The political actors that the US supports in Iraq vary depending on US policy toward
Baghdad. While the US supported Maliki in the pre-DAESH period in Iraq, it
withdrew support from Maliki and backed Haidar Abadi as a result of the expansion
of DAESH in Syria and Iraq (Marr, 2012, pp. 320-322). Following the territorial
defeat of DAESH, the US continued its support for Abadi against the revival of
DAESH and to contain Iran and pro-Iranian Shiite militias. Accordingly, the US
supported Iraqi political actors who could act in line with this policy. Abadi’s
attempts to bring the PMF under state authority aligned with US policy toward Iraq.
Therefore, the US supported Abadi’s second term as Prime Minister (Mansour &
Jabar, 2017, pp. 5-22). The US, thus, intervened in the pre-election political
negotiations through Brett McGurk, the top American envoy for the US-led anti-
DAESH coalition in Iraq and Syria who was called the “American Soleimani” in Iraq
(El-Ghobashy, 2018). McGurk endeavored to persuade the KDP and some Sunni
politicians to keep the PMF candidates out of the next government (Aljazeera,
2018a).

During the Elections
Election security and low turnout

The 11-month period between the January 2005 interim and December 2005
parliamentary elections witnessed many events. Despite efforts to reduce the
impact of the Sunni Arab community's exclusion from political institutions in the
first elections, political attitudes and sectarian differences hardened during these
11 months. Iraqis completed their draft constitution during this period, which
barely passed in parliament. The majority of Sunni Arabs, who were not keen on
the introduction of a federal system, believed that the constitution would diminish
the importance of Iraq's Arab character. Sunni Arabs, who were excluded from the
political process, acted against the political system. Some Sunni Arab tribes even
started an uprising. After realizing that staying out of the political process did not
benefit them, Sunni Arab politicians reversed their decision and engaged in the new
Iraqi order (O'Sullivan & al-Saiedi, 2014, pp. 17-18). The boycott of the 2005
general elections by Sunni Arabs, who had less than 25% participation in the
interim parliamentary elections, could have rapidly increased the spiral of
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instability in Iraq. As a result of the efforts of the US and Tiirkiye to integrate Sunnis
into the political system, Sunni Arabs participated widely in the December 2005
parliamentary elections (Inat, 2006, pp. 74-75).

The 2010 parliamentary elections saw a 62% turnout. The low turnout was due to
the inadequacy of public services and the exclusion of Sunni Arabs. Since 2007,
Maliki has increased his control over the army and security forces by appointing
loyal people and bypassing the institutional structure. He capitalized on the
Accountability and Justice Law regarding de-Baathification. The Accountability and
Justice Commission, charged with stopping former Ba'ath party loyalists from
returning to public life, outlawed dozens of candidates. The participation of some
committee members with the Iraqi National Alliance, a coalition of Shiite religious
parties, in the elections drew significant criticism (C)zcan, 2011, p. 54; Chulov,
2010). Maliki’s sectarian politics pushed Sunni Arabs out of politics and led them
to boycott elections. The exclusion of Sunni Arabs from both politics and state
institutions paved the way for terrorist organizations such as the DAESH.

Three years after the withdrawal of American troops, the 2014 parliamentary
elections highlighted two particularly significant challenges: rampant sectarian
polarization and escalating violence (Al-Qarawee, 2014). Prime Minister Maliki has
played a significant role in entrenching a sectarian system in Iraq, disregarding the
2010 Erbil Agreement that called for power-sharing with Sunni Arabs and Kurds
(Stansfield, 2013, pp. 271-272). Upon reports of serious abuses by the Iraqi army,
including torture and arbitrary arrests (Arango & Gordon, 2014), Maliki framed his
extensive security measures as a fight against terror while failing to acknowledge
Shia violence as such. Escalating violence ahead of the elections was exacerbated
by the government’s harsh response to Sunni Arab protests, leading to increased
resentment among them and the emergence of DAESH (International Crisis Group,
2014). Iraq faced a significant rise in violence, with the UN reporting nearly 9,000
deaths in 2013 and at least 5,576 civilians killed in the first half of 2014, along with
1.2 million internally displaced people (Colleau, 2014, p. 7). As a result, 62% of the
22 million eligible voters cast their ballot, indicating a similar turnout to the 2010
parliamentary elections.

The 2018 parliamentary elections featured a low turnout that has steadily declined
since 2005, from 79 percent to 44 percent. Calls for a boycott of the polls by many
clerics and civil society activists led to around 20 percent of eligible voters
abstaining, which pointed to a lack of hope and trust in the Iraqi political system.
The boycott calls stemmed from the 2015 protests demanding systemic change to
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the political system. The demonstrations began with the instigation of leftists,
secularists, and communists who have been speaking against the “Green Zone elite”
since 2010 (Jabar, 2018; Musings on Iraq, 2018). In particular, the turnout in
Baghdad and other southern provinces of Irag, where the 2015 protests emerged,
remained below the turnout across the country (Mansour, 2018). Boycotters lost
hope in the elections since the political elite dominated the Iraqi political system
and could not bring their demands for systemic change. Another reason for the low
turnout in the 2018 elections was the presence of 3.2 million IDPs, compounded by
the lack of efficient institutions (Mansour & Van Den Toorn, 2018, p. 20).

There were two factors indicating that election security was weak. The first factor
was related to the independence of the IHEC, which is responsible for the
transparency and fairness of elections in Iraq. The IHEC was established as an
independent institution by the US occupation authority. However, the membership
of the IHEC had eventually been divided by party quotas. Therefore, the [HEC could
not act as an independent institution. For instance, the IHEC could not thoroughly
address the allegations of fraud regarding electronic voting in the 2018
parliamentary elections (Hasan, 2018). The nomination of IHEC members by
traditional political parties overshadowed its independence. The second reason for
the weakness of election security was the allegations of fraud across the elections
in general. For the 2018 elections, electronic voting and counting, instead of manual
counting, weakened election security. Whereas the IHEC had declared that all kinds
of fraud could be prevented with a modern and smart system (Rudaw, 2018), many
political parties alleged that most of the devices were not tested before election day,
that the devices were supplied by unknown foreign companies, and that
interference of the electronic software of the devices took place through codes
(Mansour & Van Den Toorn, 2018, pp. 18-19).

The 2021 early parliamentary elections witnessed a-record low turnout until then,
with percentage of 41. The low vote turnout amplified that Iraqi people stood away
from political participation and lost their hope in politics, as political conflicts,
economic problems, security problems, the existence of terrorist organizations,
and uncertainties in the state order alienated the people from politics. In addition,
the implementation of a different election system in almost every election in Iraq
confused the people and increased bureaucratic procedures. Iraqi people thought
that they would yield no dramatic progress by participating in elections (Duman,
2021, pp- 19-20). After nearly a decade, Iraq held provincial elections on December
18, 2023, covering fifteen provinces, excluding those within the Kurdistan Region
of Iraq (KRI). These elections had been delayed or canceled due to political and
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security issues. Voter turnout was notably low at 41% (Ali, 2024). This reluctance
to participate in the elections was not solely a result of the Sadrists' boycott. Rather,
it stemmed from a general hesitance among voters to engage in the process,
including obtaining biometric election cards, with more than a third of voters not
having received them (CFRI, 2023).

Endless fraud allegations

Each election in Iraq has witnessed objections and complaints (Hasan, 2018).
Regarding the 2005 parliamentary elections, approximately 1,200 complaints were
filed to the IHEC. Whereas the investigations did not affect the final results, the Iraqi
National List and Tawafuq claimed that voting irregularities occurred in some
polling stations and that the IHEC had determined the election results against the
United Iraqi Alliance. In response to these claims, the IHEC, Chairman Hussein al-
Hindawi, stated that most of the complaints were made for political reasons. Iyad
Allawi and his supporters also claimed that the election results were manipulated
and that many ballot papers were changed (Ozcan, 2007, pp. 76-77). Besides, Sunni
Arab leaders rejected the election results and demanded a fraud investigation,
claiming that the votes were shifted in favor of pro-Iranian Shiites (Wong, 2005).

Following the 2010 parliamentary elections, as the vote counting progressed, the
two rival factions that were neck and neck exchanged accusations and alleged that
the elections had been rigged. Initially, Allawi accused the process of serious fraud.
As the Iraqiyya coalition began to gain an advantage, Maliki also claimed there was
fraud and requested a recount of the votes in five constituencies; however, the
recount was only approved in Baghdad. The Iraqiyya coalition perceived the
decision to recount votes in Baghdad as an undue influence of the Maliki
government on the Iraqi judiciary. The goal of the recount was for both groups to
secure the four additional deputies necessary to form a government. Ultimately, the
recount yielded no significant changes to the election results, with election officials
reporting that only 3,000 votes out of roughly 2.5 million were cast for different
parties (Ozcan, 2011, p. 54).

One of the patterns of Iraqi elections, allegations of election fraud, was also
prevalent in the 2014 parliamentary elections. The IHEC used electronic voting
cards for the first time in the elections and encountered logistical problems in
distributing the cards. The use of cards in the elections raised concerns about the
election process and election fraud. The distribution process was slow; therefore,
the THEC decided to extend the distribution process until 27 April 2014, just 10
days before the elections. Indeed, in the case of smart cards, there were reports that
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political parties were purchasing the cards in order to gain dubious votes. However,
the presence of political representatives and the fact that voters used indelible ink
while voting made it challenging to manipulate the cards (Ali, 2014, p. 30).

Likewise, electronic voting and counting (a satellite-connected smart ballot box
and an electronic pen) were implemented during the 2018 parliamentary elections,
in which 245,000 local and 100 international observers monitored the elections
throughout Iraq (Middle East Monitor, 2018b). The IHEC later lifted the
requirement to vote with electronic cards to enable displaced people to vote.
However, the use of the electronic system led many political parties to make
allegations of fraudulent interference in the elections (Al-Monitor, 2018a). Most of
the devices used in the elections were not tested before election day, and the
electronic software of the devices cast a shadow over the reliability of the election
(Hasan, 2018; Rudaw, 2018). Reports from election stations and collection centers
revealed that election devices were pre-programmed to determine how many votes
each party would receive.

Following the Iraqi parliament’s decision to count the partial votes in the 2018
parliamentary elections, a fire broke out in a warehouse in the Rusafa district of
Baghdad, which contained 1.1 million votes out of 1.8 million (Hadi, 2018b). After
the IHEC announced that a recount could not be carried out because the votes and
equipment were damaged (Mamouri, 2018; Al-Monitor, 2018b), some political
coalitions and leaders called for an annulment and repetition of the elections,
including the Wataniya Coalition, the State of Law Coalition, and the former
parliament speaker Salim al-Cuburi. Thereby, the Iraqi parliament stipulated that
if a 25% discrepancy was detected in the counting of votes, the vote count would
be redone manually for all governorates under the supervision of judges (Hassan &
Coker, 2018). Following the Iraqi parliament's decision to recount the votes, the
[HEC Chairman Riyad Badran warned that canceling all or part of the election
results could lead to civil war. The IHEC stated that the manual election process
was up to the Supreme Judicial Council (SJC) and the Supreme Federal Court (SFC)
(Mamouri, 2018).

The SFC, expected to resolve post-election issues, rejected the IHEC's request to
invalidate the Iraqi parliament's decision to abolish the electronic election count
(Jawad, 2018). Evaluating the applications on June 21, the SFC ruled that the
manual counting of votes was constitutional. However, the cancellation of votes
from overseas and foreign voters, as well as from security forces in the KRG, was
unconstitutional, and these votes would be considered accepted unless there was
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evidence of fraud. The SFC decided to recount only the ballot boxes where
complaints were filed instead of conducting a general count and appointed nine
judges, rather than IHEC members to oversee the manual counting and sorting
processes (Hadi, 2018c; Aljazeera, 2018b). Following the hand count throughout
Iraq, there was no change in the results in the cities of Kirkuk, Erbil, Sulaimaniya,
Diwaniyya, Musanna, Najaf, Babil, Duhok, Diyala, Karbala, Basra, Maysan, and
Wasit, while there were minor changes in other cities: only one seat was
transferred from the Baghdad Coalition (Sunni) to the Fatah Alliance (Shiite) in
Baghdad (Karaalp, 2018).

Finally, following the defeat of some Shiite parties, their supporters protested the
results of the 2021 early parliamentary elections. They set up camp in front of
government headquarters and diplomatic missions to pressure the authorities to
either amend the election results or conduct a manual vote count, as demanded by
the Coordination Framework (Saadoon, 2021). It pointed to issues with the
electronic voting system, such as failures in fingerprint recognition and technical
glitches with voting machines. Despite these claims, the Federal Supreme Court
ultimately ratified the election results, rejecting appeals to annul them (Rudaw,
2021). The 2023 provincial elections were also marked by allegations of fraud,
particularly in Kirkuk. Reports indicated demographic manipulation, with voters
transferring their registrations from other governorates to polling stations in
Kirkuk (Kurdistan24, 2023).

After the Elections
A long way in government formation and foreign and domestic interference

Each election witnessed a long way in the formation of governments. For the
December 2005 parliamentary elections, the final results came two months after
the elections. While the negotiations for the formation of a government stretched
over a long period, the bombing in Samarra caused a rift between the political
parties and prolonged the negotiations. For example, some Sunni Arabs announced
that they would not participate in the government formation talks unless the Shiite-
dominated government apologized for the attacks on more than 90 Sunni mosques.
Thus, the government formation efforts became an internal showdown based on
ethnic and sectarian differences. Sunni and Kurdish groups were objecting to the
Shiite United Iraqi Alliance’s insistence on Prime Minister Ibrahim Jafari's second
term. The failure of the government formation talks and the increasing violence
troubled the US and its allies. Therefore, American Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice and British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw held talks with various parties to
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convince them that progress in government formation efforts was in everyone's
interest (Ozcan, 2007, pp. 60-61). The government formation efforts were resolved
when the Shiite alliance nominated a new prime minister, Nuri al-Maliki. Iraqi
President Jalal Talabani assigned him to form the government, and the Iraqi
parliament approved his government on May 20, five months after the elections.

The efforts to form a government after the 2010 parliamentary elections were more
severe than those after the 2005 elections. There was very little difference between
the two leading rival groups, and no group had the majority to form a government
on its own. The neck and neck election results, the increasing uncertainty regarding
the formation of the government, and the fears of ethnic and sectarian divisions
flaring up again worried both the groups within Iraq and the neighboring countries.
The main trouble was to strike a balance between the ambitions of the new political
elite in Baghdad and the US efforts to find acceptable leaders to establish a stable
and inclusive government to withdraw its troops from Iraq. Uncertainties
regarding the formation of the government and concerns about the re-emergence
of ethnic and sectarian divisions pushed regional countries to engage in Iraq’s
government formation talks. The countries that came to the fore in this process
were Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Tirkiye. Although Iran had more influence on Shia
parties, Sunni Arab groups occasionally visited Iran to gain its support in forming a
government. In contrast, Shia groups went to Saudi Arabia to seek support in that
process (Dawn, 2010). Tirkiye stated that the government to be formed should
include all segments and that Sunnis needed not to be excluded from the process
(Ozcan, 2011, pp. 54-55).

With the influence of Iran, two Shiite coalitions, the State of Law Coalition and the
Iraqi National Alliance, began talks in April on forming a government. As a result of
Maliki’s actions against Sadr's Mahdi Army in 2008, Sadr's opposition to Maliki
protracted the formation of a government. Iran led the State of Law Coalition and
the Iraqi National Alliance to form a government, while the US desired not to
exclude Sunni groups. The US urged the Kurdish parties to support the formation
of a government. In exchange for backing Maliki for another term as Prime Minister,
they made a list of nineteen demands, such as the payment of the salaries of the
Peshmerga by the Iraqi Ministry of Defense and the implementation of Article 140
of the constitution regarding Kirkuk within two years (Katzman, 2010, p. 16).
Maliki accepted them except for a few. After Jalal Talabani was re-elected as the
President of Iraq, he tasked Nuri Maliki with re-establishing the government. The
new government established by Nuri Maliki received a vote of confidence from the
Iraqi parliament on December 21, nine months after the elections. The influence of
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the US and Iran in forming a government in Iraq made the second term of the Maliki
government possible. Therefore, the desire of other states to influence every
government formation process is an external pattern characteristic of Iraqi
elections (Ali, 2018; Mansour & Van Den Toorn, 2018, p. 12).

In the 2014 election results, no party could reach the number of deputies needed
to form a government on its own coalition. Maliki's refusal to step down from his
third term as Prime Minister despite the Kurds’ and Sunni Arabs’ opposition
brought the formation of a government to a deadlock. Meanwhile, DAESH took
control of many Sunni regions, especially Mosul, in June, which further increased
the reactions against Maliki. In particular, Sistani did not support him. Neither Iran
nor the US supported Maliki, accelerating the process of his departure. The pattern
of the influence from external actors in the government formation process was
evident (Ali, 2014, p. 22). Sistani’s call for a new Prime Minister opened the way for
Abadi’s nomination to form a new Iraqi government (Reuters, 2014). The National
Alliance, the largest Shiite political formation, which includes Maliki's Dawa Party,
nominated Abadi as its candidate for prime minister. Thereupon, President Masum
gave Abadi the task of forming a government on August 11. Maliki's reaction was
quite harsh. He accused the president of violating the constitution and began
preparing for a coup by placing armed forces in strategic locations in Baghdad
(Kalayc1 & Giirler, 2015, pp. 17-18). Unable to receive support from Iran, Maliki
later accepted the new political reality. As a result, Maliki, who served two terms as
prime minister between 2006 and 2014, left behind a failed state due to both his
own mistakes and the policies of the US (Shabi, 2014). The Abadi government
received a vote of confidence on September 8, five months after the elections.

The government formation process in Iraq had domestic and foreign dimensions.
After the 2018 parliamentary elections, Iraqi political parties began their efforts to
form a government in the domestic dimension; Brett McGurk and Qasem Soleimani
sought to shape the government formation process (El-Ghobashy, 2018). The US
favored a candidate that would balance Iran’s influence in Iraq. Accordingly, the US
sought to prevent Sadr from forming the government. McGurk conducted
negotiations with the Kurds and strived to motivate the Kurdish parties to act as a
bloc (Kurt, 2018). In addition, McGurk met with prominent Iraqi political leaders
to discuss “the formation of a strong and stable Iraqi government” (The New Arab,
2018). Iran’s intervention came when it cut off most of the electricity supply to
southern Iraq on the grounds that Iraq did not pay its debt, which could discredit
Iraq’s caretaker government (Arraf, 2018). Over long-term power cuts, protests in
Basra erupted against Iran’s intervention and all foreign control in Iraq (Abdo,
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2018). The protesters held both their own rulers and Iranian rulers responsible for
the unsuccessful profiles of the successive governments in Iraq. Some protesters
torched the offices of the Shiite militia groups known for links with Iran (Gilirler &
Danisman, 2019, p. 31).

The protests eventually spread throughout the country and became one of the
obstacles to Abadi’s second term (Mansour, 2019, pp. 12-13), causing the return of
the political stalemate in Iraq. The Shiite religious authority Sistani untangled the
stalemate by taking sides with the protesters. Sistani stated that no one in power
in the past should become the next prime minister, preventing Abadi’s second term
before Iraq’s parliament convened on the government formation. Besides, Iran
withdrew its support from Abadi over his statement that Iraq would abide by US
sanctions on Iran to protect its own interests (Rasheed, 2018). On the plus side, the
Iraqi political elite came up with a technocratic government. The Fatah Alliance and
Sadr’s Sairoon coalition agreed on Adel Abdul Mahdi, a member of the ISCI, as prime
minister. This political consensus was driven by a Beirut meetup of Iraqi Shiite
cleric Sadr, Hezbollah leader Hasan al-Nasrallah, and Qasem Soleimani
(Najmuddine, 2018). Like the previous government formation processes, the prime
minister filled key ministerial posts for months as Iraq’s parliament did not
approve the candidates nominated for some ministries. Therefore, the government
was formed without a consensus on the candidates nominated for key ministerial
posts, such as for the ministry of the interior and the ministry of defense (The
Middle East Eye, 2018).

In the 2021 parliamentary elections, no party or alliance won a majority. The
results showed a rebalancing of power among Shiite political parties, with cleric
Sadr’s bloc gaining at the expense of the Al-Fatah Alliance. The Sadrist Movement
won 73 seats, up from 54 in 2018. Takaddum, led by Parliament Speaker
Mohammed Halbusi, won 37 seats in its first election. The State of Law Coalition
came in third with 35 seats, while the KDP followed with 33 seats. Despite turmoil
in the KRG, the KDP’s increase in seats obtained by the KDP is notable. The Sadr
Movement, State of Law Coalition, and Takaddum also gained seats compared to
previous elections. Additionally, 40 independent candidates entered the Iraqi
Parliament due to the adoption of district-based constituencies and the single non-
transferable voting system. A significant development was the decrease in seats for
the Fatah Alliance, which lost nearly two-thirds compared to 2018. This decline
resulted from the militia groups' political shortcomings and their harsh stance
against protesters during the 2019 unrest (Duman, 2021, p. 20). Al-Sadr initially
proposed forming a ‘national majority’ government with Takaddum and the KDP,
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aiming to exclude Shia factions led by Maliki and the Fatah Alliance. These factions,
along with Fatah's allies, formed the Shia Coordination Framework, which
contested the election results and government formation (Dodge, 2022).
Negotiations were further complicated by divisions between the two Kurdish
parties over a presidential candidate. A month after Sadr's representatives
withdrew from parliament, the Coordination Framework nominated Mohammed
Shia Al-Sudani for prime minister. Protests continued until his government was
confirmed in October, a year after the elections (Loft, 2022, pp. 6-11).

Conclusion

This study illustrates that Iraq’s post-2003 electoral dynamics exemplify a complex
interplay of systemic institutional reforms, security challenges, and both domestic
and external political interventions. Key patterns include debates over the electoral
system, rising violence before elections, fragmentation of political coalitions,
involvement of internal and external actors, weak election security and voter
turnout, and allegations of fraud. Elections have been marked by low voter turnout,
reflecting disillusionment with the political elite. For instance, the 2021 elections
saw only 43% voter participation, continuing a decline in engagement. Debates
over the electoral system and subsequent amendments have altered vote
translation mechanics and reconfigured incentives for political actors. Changes
from the single-district model to province-/district-based systems and adaptations
of proportional representation have aimed to address distributive inequities while
reinforcing entrenched sectarian and ethnic divisions. Modifications to election
laws have impacted representation in parliament and transformed the government
formation process. Meanwhile, ongoing violence and the threat from extremist
elements have undermined electoral security and legitimacy. Pre-election violence
and the manipulation of electoral operations have fostered mistrust among voters.
Recurrent allegations of fraud and technical mismanagement, especially in
elections using advanced electronic systems, have further eroded public trust in the
electoral process.

After the U.S.-led invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein, Iraq adopted a political
system based on ethno-sectarian quotas, known as the muhasasa system. While
intended to ensure representation for diverse communities, it has often resulted in
political gridlock and corruption. Although new electoral laws have aimed to
address these issues, they often favor established political blocs over smaller
parties and independents, perpetuating the dominance of traditional elites. The
difficulty in forming stable governments frequently leads to prolonged political
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stalemates. These challenges have sparked public protests, like the Tishreen
movement, which demands systemic reforms and an end to corruption. However,
meaningful change has been slow, and Iraq continues to grapple with the legacy of
its post-2003 political order. The fragmentation of political alliances complicates
the electoral landscape. Sectarian divisions and shifting allegiances often prioritize
short-term political gains and power-sharing among disparate groups over
coherent national policy. This divided political terrain, exacerbated by influential
roles of internal actors—such as prominent clerical figures—and external powers,
has prolonged government formation processes. The phenomenon of muhasasa
politics, characterized by static power-sharing arrangements, impedes substantive
reform and cements the status quo that many Iraqis distrust. The Tishreen uprising
in 2019 deepened the fragmentation of political alliances. Future research should
compare election cycles in other regional countries to help chart a course toward
sustainable democratic transformation in contexts where historical legacies and
contemporary geopolitical pressures intersect.
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Abstract: This research paper aimed at identifying the practices of
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Palestinian children. Precisely, this paper attempted to answer the
questions: “(1) what are the IOF practices that impacted the
Palestinian children? and (2) how did such practices impact the
children?” A mixed methodology was used, where secondary data
issued by the Palestinian Ministry of Health as well as the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics was analyzed. The qualitative data,
however, was obtained by using content analysis tool to analyze
reports published by national and international NGOs working in the

Palestinian territories. The results showed that the I0F practiced
killing, arrest, intimidation, injuries, and harassment. It was also
found that the IOF practices resulted in many mental illnesses among
a high proportion of children, represented by fear, panic,
psychological disorders, anxiety, insecurity and other psychological
illnesses. IOF practices led to depriving the children of the basic
needs such as their right to education and health services, which is a
violation of the international human rights law. In addition, the
results showed that the IOF attempted to demoralize the children,
deter them from demonstrating, and erode their loyalty for their
homeland.
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Introduction

The Israeli occupation of the Palestinian lands is the basic and central dilemma
facing the Palestinian people. This dilemma is not only an Israeli occupation and
confiscation of land. It also lies in the Israeli occupation's continued killing and
terrorizing actions through racist measures, including killing, displacing,
demolishing houses, confiscating property, arresting, and restricting freedoms. The
occupation practices have become a process of cleansing and killing Palestinians to
achieve the goal of emptying the land of its inhabitants. There is no doubt that since
the establishment of the occupation’s state in the Nakba in 1948 and up to the
present day, the occupation has persistently tortured the Palestinian population by
various means and methods. These means and methods aim to demoralize the
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Palestinian people, intimidate them, and make them surrender. The founders of the
State of Israel stated, after the declaration of the state in (1948), that they would
make all their efforts and devote all their capabilities, at whatever cost, to expel the
remaining residents of Palestine to establish a purely Jewish state for the Jews on
the land of Palestine, under a religious claim of fulfilling God’s promise (Sourani,
1986; 2006).

In Gaza, where Palestinians have already been reeling from the impact of a 17-year-
old air, sea, and land blockade and repeated cycles of hostilities, Israeli military
operations have resulted in a catastrophe. According to the Gaza Ministry of Health,
more than 45,805 Palestinians have reportedly been killed as of January 6, 2025.
The number of children who have been killed is 13,319 (Ministry of Health, 2025).

Civilians face extreme deprivation, with limited or no access to health care, food,
electricity, or humanitarian aid. Children have missed out on an entire year of
education. Schools sheltering displaced families have been repeatedly shelled,
healthcare workers and hospitals have been systematically attacked, and aid
convoys have been continually blocked and even shot at (Frontiéres, 2024). In the
West Bank, the use of lethal force by Israeli forces, along with rampant settler
violence and house demolitions, has led to a sharp rise in fatalities, widespread
destruction, and forced displacement. “No statistics or words can fully convey the
extent of the physical, mental, and societal devastation that has taken place in the
Gaza Strip,” said Joyce Msuya, the Acting Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator (OCHA, 2024).

It is evident that, after more than 12 months of horror for children and families in
the State of Palestine, the situation continues to deteriorate. The psychological toll
on Palestinian children is profound as they are gripped by trauma; they suffer from
anxiety, nightmares, and debilitating fear. In the 365 square kilometers of the Gaza
Strip, nowhere is safe for children. According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health,
140,000 people have been killed or injured, including 14,000 children, across the
State of Palestine. A staggering 86 percent of the population in the Gaza Strip,
around 1.9 million people, have already endured over 40 displacement orders
compelling people to flee just to try and stay alive. In the Gaza Strip especially, many
children have lost or been separated from their parents, who have been Kkilled by
the conflict, hospitalized, or detained. UNICEF estimates that at least 17,000
children are unaccompanied or separated (UNICEF, 2025). The presence of the UN
and international non-governmental organizations (INGOs) working for the
protection of children in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) is long-
standing and considerable in scope. Yet, the lives of Palestinian children remain as
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difficult and dangerous as ever. The wide disparity between the consistent efforts
made by representatives of the international community to promote the safety and
well-being of Palestinian children and the actual results provided the starting point
for this research. Research done by the Institute for Policy Research at the
University of BATH (2025) involved extensive analysis of agency publications,
reports of Human Rights organizations and national and international policy
documents, and around 120 interviews and focus groups with donor agency staff,
Palestinian Authority officials, UN/INGO and NGO staff, teachers, parents, and
children. It finds that the international community has been unable to properly
protect Palestinian children because of serious flaws in the conceptual,
institutional, and, most importantly, political understanding of the situation in the
OPT. The efforts of international agencies and donor organizations to prevent harm
to Palestinian children are, in the first instance, restricted because they operate
with a flawed definition of the situation. In keeping with Western governments,
they view the OPT as a humanitarian crisis arising from conflict between two more
or less equivalent parties. Such a characterization of the setting does not reflect the
reality of Palestinian children experiencing occupation-related violence and the
systematic appropriation of Palestinian land and resources by Israel. The research
argues that it would be more accurate to conceptualize the situation in the OPT as
a chronic and long-term human rights and protection crisis, a situation that
requires efforts to deliver aid to be coupled with efforts to produce change at the
political and structural level. Adopting this holistic approach to support would also
require agencies to step back from their standardized understanding and
technocratic approach to child protection (based on an assumed universal and
apolitical set of children’s needs at an individual level) and bring political, cultural,
and socioeconomic factors relating to the setting back into the design and delivery
of protection strategies (Institute for Policy Research, 2025). This paper examines
the impact of the practices of the IOF on Palestinian children.

Methodology

In this research paper, a mixed methodology was used. Both quantitative and
qualitative data were collected and analyzed. The quantitative data were secondary
data obtained from reports and statistics issued by the Palestinian Ministry of
Health, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, and other organizations. The
qualitative data was obtained by using a content analysis tool. This was done by
conducting a comprehensive literature review and analyzing the content of the
reports issued by national and international agencies, as well as Non-Governmental
Organizations working in both the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
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The Impact of the Practices of the IOF on Palestinian Children

There are many studies that have examined the I0F oppression methods against
the Palestinian people and the psychological effects of these methods on the
population. Many studies were reviewed to complement and enrich the current
research. For example, Thabet, Karim, and Vostanis (2006) revealed that 91.6% of
children's traumas were caused when children witnessed the aircraft bombing of
neighbors' and others’ houses. In addition, Thabet, Abed, and Vostanis (2002) also
revealed that children whose houses were bombed or demolished showed
posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), which was manifested in difficulty
concentrating (85.3%), difficulty sleeping 57.2% and Memory Distortion for
Traumatic Events 51.7%. They also clearly were panicked. Moreover, Qouta,
Punamaéki and Sarraj (1995) studied the impact of house demolitions on children's
mental health and showed that emotional problems, specifically nyctophobia, nail-
biting, withdrawal, depression, and neophobia, were apparent among children who
lost their houses compared to children who just witnessed from their balconies the
demolition and bombing of the houses. Al-Sabbah & Za’oal (2007) study, which
aimed to identify the degree of prevalence of behavioral disorders among children
of the Palestinian detainees’ families in the Bethlehem Governorate, revealed that
the main manifestations of behavioral disturbances were fear disorders and that
excessive attachment to parents was one of the most common behaviors among
these children.

The results of Hein et al.'s (1993) study, which showed that 89% of the children
were subjected to night raids, which resulted in children’s nyctophobia rates rising,
indicated that 45% of the children in the sample were exposed to personal stressful
experiences, specifically being beaten. The study also indicates that (55%) of the
children witnessed one of their family members being beaten in a way that resulted
in the child's fear and an increase in insecurity.

Many believed that the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) abandoned armed
struggle after entering the negotiation process in accordance with the Madrid
Conference of 1991, which culminated in the signing of the peace agreement with
Israel, which was known as the Oslo Accord of 1993, would change the status quo.
Israel justifies its repressive measures against the Palestinian people before
international forums and the international community as self-defense, despite the
fact that international law permits the use of all means available to the occupied
peoples to resist the occupation. Despite the signing of the Accords, the PLO
abandoning armed struggle, and the formation of the Palestinian National
Authority (PNA), the IOF practices against the Palestinian population have
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increased in ferocity, including but not limited to Kkilling, destroying, arresting,
demolishing houses, confiscating lands in favor of settlements, restricting
freedoms, and many other repressive measures, which is known as the “Scorched
Earth” policy (Al-Shafi, 2005). Below are the types of practices of the Israeli
Occupation Forces (IOF). These types of practices are the killings, arrests, the
demolition of houses, school student restrictions, restrictions on movement
freedom, and expulsion and deportation.

With regards to the killings, statistics indicate that the number of killings by the
Israeli Occupation Forces increased dramatically; during Al-Agsa Intifada (2000-
2005), 2745 Palestinians were martyred. The IOF did not hesitate to raid and bomb
Palestinian cities and villages, as well as the PA institutions, although the IOF
realized that the inhabitants of these cities and villages did not possess weapons
that posed a threat to the lives of their soldiers. The invasions of Jenin Camp (2002),
the city of Nablus, and dozens of villages and towns best unveil the Israeli
leadership's unbridled desire to kill Palestinians. There is no justification for the
killings but Israeli fascism and hatred against the Palestinian population
(Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2010). Between October 7th, 2023, and
22nd March 2025, the Ministry of Health (MoH) in Gaza, as stated by OCHA, at least
52,653 Palestinians have been reported killed in the Gaza Strip (UNRWA, 2025).

As for arresting Palestinians, including children, the IOF has been arresting
Palestinians of different ages and both sexes. The Israeli detention centers and
prisons are filled with Palestinian detainees. The arrests are a crime in their nature
that violates international laws and norms, especially as Palestinian prisoners and
detainees are being held in inhumane detention centers. However, the arrest
process itself is a major crime, as it aims to destroy Palestinian individuals, their
families, and society. The arrests take Place during late night hours when people
are asleep. The house gets raided in a brutal manner without prior notice. When
raiding, IOF, accompanied by the K9 Dog Unit, searches the house and tampers with
its contents with the aim of terrorizing children and humiliating the elderly to
demoralize them. The raid ends with one of the family members being arrested.
There is no doubt that the arrests are often based on suspicions. In the event that
the IOF has a suspect, they hasten to arrest that suspect. The arrest is usually not
mainly focused on arresting the suspect per se but rather a process aimed at
intimidating the families of the concerned person. The IOF would not be concerned
about the presence of children, women, or the elderly, as the latter are the arrest
objectives. This is evidenced by the transfer of the detainee to administrative arrest
once they fail to charge the detainee or get a confession of committing any acts
against the Israeli army or its settlers (Aldameer Association, 1998).

61



Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 12(1) 2025, 57-88

A report released by the detainee’s rights institutions showed an unprecedented
surge in the Israeli occupation arrests of Palestinian children. In 2024 alone, at least
700 children were documented as being arrested, bringing the total number of
detained children since the outbreak of the war to over 1,055. These children have
been deprived of their childhood and their right to education, facing severe
violations during their arrests. These violations included night raids on their
homes, physical assaults in front of their families, shootings, as well as handcuffing,
shackling, blindfolding, and denial of legal assistance, which are clear breaches of
international law and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. As of early March
2025, more than 350 children are still detained in Israeli prisons. Under the
ceasefire agreement in January 2025, 51 children from the West Bank, Jerusalem,
and the Green Line, along with 44 children from the Gaza Strip, who were arrested
after October 7th, were released as part of the first phase of the detainee’s exchange
deal (Aldameer, 2024).

As for the practice of demolishing houses, the IOF has used house demolitions as a
method since the Nakba of Palestine in 1948 and the occupation of the remaining
territories in 1967. Demolishing houses is a planned and systematic policy to
suppress and displace the population, given that, usually, a person who loses their
house and residence gets frustrated and depressed, especially after losing the
framework that housed their family; children are often the victims of this policy.
When children feel displaced and homeless and resort with their family to live in a
different environment, such as in a rented house far from the original Place or in a
relative's house, inevitably, they would feel inferior, helpless, and a burden on
others. These displaced children would no longer have the mental situation of
children who live in a stable situation in their own houses. These children would
live in harsh conditions that negatively affect their psychological and social
conditions. In this regard, the Palestinian Bureau of Statistics indicated that the
number of houses demolished by the Israeli Occupation Forces (I0F) since 1967
until the publication date of their report exceeded 15540 houses, and the number
of residents who lost their homes due to the demolition by the IOF is estimated at
78,365 people (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2018).

As for the demolishing of houses and other properties in the Gaza Strip, The United
Nations estimated that 70% of the Gaza Strip building have been damaged or
destroyed completely since October 2023, with much of the worst destruction in
the north of the Strip (Cuddy, 2025).

For more than five decades, the Palestinian children have been deprived of many
aspects of their childhood (Yoke et al., 2014). Tears, blood, wounds, and pain

62



Haneen Qaraawee & Ismael ABUJARAD

summarize the lives of the Palestinian children, who are still suffering from the
practices of Israeli terrorism that falls under the Israeli policy of targeting children,
through Kkilling, wounding, and arresting as well as other practices that are being
inflicted on the Palestinian people as a whole. That was just the tip of the iceberg,
where Israel kills and tortures Palestinian children, bringing them before military
courts, and throws them into Israeli prisons for many years, under the pretext of
protecting its security. Israel drafts its deterrence strategies to curb Palestinian
aspirations for return and liberation, and this is contrary to Article (37- A) of The
Convention on the Rights of the Child issued by the United Nations General
Assembly in November 1989, which states: “States Parties shall ensure that:(a) No
child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment. Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without possibility of
release shall be imposed for offenses committed by persons below eighteen years of
age” (Save the Children Fund, 2004).

According to Article 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, a child is defined
as every human being below the age of eighteen years unless under the law
applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier. The Palestinian community is
characterized by its youth nature, where children represent about (40%) of the
total population, and this is what was shown by the demographic survey data
conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (2010), where the results
indicated that the percentage of individuals under the age of 18 was 40.5%
(Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2015).

The Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) have put in Place their plans to achieve their
aggressive expansion goals against the Palestinian people since day one of the
occupation. Unquestionably, the occupiers have targeted the Palestinian land and
humans simultaneously. In order to target the Palestinian people, the occupation
spreads ignorance among the Palestinians, uprooting the latter's belonging and
their ancient culture, and turning them into a cheap labor force in the Israeli labor
market. The Palestinians working in the Israeli market are exposed to multifaceted
exploitation, as they do not get wages that commensurate with the effort they exert,
and they perform work beyond their physical capabilities, which hinders their
physical development. Some of the Palestinian joining the workforce at an early age
leads to juvenile delinquency that includes drug addiction and use. Most notably,
the children involvement in the labor market constitutes a killing of their innocent
childhood and is contrary to their most basic natural rights approved by the laws,
as it is contrary to the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly in November 1989. It was estimated that 23.3% of the
Palestinian population lived below the poverty line in 1998, of whom 4.4% were
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children. The Palestinian people in the occupied territories have been subjected to
the ugliest forms of oppression, genocide and destruction at the hands of the IOF,
especially the ongoing war that affects both humans and materials (Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000).

The IOF committed many brutal and heinous massacres against children, of which
is the killing of a mother and her four children in Ramallah and another mother and
her five children in Gaza. These massacres were accompanied by other practices
committed against children, women, and the elderly, notably the massive bombing
of residential communities by aircraft, tanks, missiles, and assassinations, closing
areas, reoccupying Palestinian cities and villages, harassing citizens, demolishing
homes, killing and destroying everything that falls under the hands of the Israeli
occupation army to name a few. These massacres resulted in the death and
wounding of tens of thousands, 30% of them children, and the injury of thousands
of children, mostly in the upper part of the body, leaving many of them permanently
disabled. These difficult conditions experienced by the Palestinian people in
general, and the Palestinian children in particular, scared every aspect of the
Palestinian society, especially, health, psychological, educational, social, economic
and political aspects. These effects are interlinking and cannot be separated, which
demonstrates the extent of the impact of IOF practices against these children, as
they are the group most affected by the Intifada and its variables. Especially since
the Palestinian community is characterized by its youth nature, where children
represent about 40% of the total population.18 The Palestinian, since the outbreak
of the intifada, are subjected to reoccurring cases of Israeli violence, which is the
use of all weapons and military means against Palestinian civilians, including
children. The severity of this reality made children the most psychologically
affected group. This is due to their lack of psychological, cognitive and social
development, in addition to their direct exposure to excessive Israeli violence. The
degree of psychological effects resulting from crises vary from one child to another
according to the child's experience, the severity of their vulnerability, and how
those around them manage (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2014; UN
OHCHR, 2024).

The Palestinian children have suffered continuously from the practices of the
Israeli occupation (United Nations, 2024) and according to mental health
professionals, 90% of the children had experience in accidents that caused trauma
to them in their lives. Mostly, it was a result of the impact that the IOF had on the
social structure of the family. The excessive violence used by the IOF against
civilians was mainly reflected on Palestinian children, scarring the psychological
health causing psychological and behavioral disorders. The IOF violence is
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practiced directly and indirectly, where dispersion, attention deficit, short-termed
memory, sadness and depression, hyperactivity disorders and violence towards
others are of the results of such practices. Children had xenophobia due to
insecurity, insomnia or excessive sleep, nightmare are also consequences of I0F
practices. The intifada and the accompanying Israeli violence also affected even the
usual quality of games, where even children’s drawings were dominated by images
of Israeli violence in all its forms (Ministry of Health, 2013).

The Palestinian children were exposed to a number of difficult situations related to
the IOF violence. This exposure is at times direct and personal, and at other times
it would be indirect, through the exposure of children surroundings to difficult
situations. The impact of trauma or violent situations for the child depends on the
type of trauma and its impact, for example the parents represent for the safety,
security and love, and the child feels this in their presence, but if the father was
beaten by the army when they raid the house at night, the child loses that sense of
security and grows fear and anxiety. This happens as the image of security
represented by the child’s father has been shaken due to the latter being subject to
a shocking and violent situation. Matters worse if the father is imprisoned as the
need for safety remains unsatisfied or even non-existent as long as the source of
giving is away. In the following, we review some of the situations that children have
experienced and the effects of such experiences. According to what Dr. Fadel Abu
Hein pointed out in his study entitled (The Parents and Teachers Guide to Dealing
with the Child in Difficult Circumstances) issued by the Ministry of Education -
National Guidance Commission in May 2005 (Ministry of Health, 2013).

There are different ways of violence against the Palestinian children. Freedom,
movement, and expression of emotions are characteristic of the child's personality
that children are deprived from in light of curfews, that is considered a collective
punishment. Curfew has been a measure used by the military authorities. Almost
every Palestinian area has been subject to curfew in various and different duration
and conditions depending on the situation and events in Place. Although the curfew
is considered a collective punishment, it is considered a restriction of children’s
freedom of movement, expression and playing. Curfew has increased negative
effects on children, especially camp children who live in narrow housings that
cannot accommodate children's games, where the streets are then the playground.
In addition to violent situations against residents that may occur, such as raiding
houses, beating, humiliations, detention, etc. curfew negative consequences on
children especially the emergence of some behavioral and emotional issues due to
their exposure to the long curfew periods can be seen. For instance, movement
issues and violence between sibling, lack of obedience, neophobias and fear of the
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army increased. It also has been found that a large percentage of children have
neurotic (psychological) symptoms that require intervention and assistance (Abu
Sa’a, 2017; Barbui et al., 2020).

It has been used on a large scale since the beginning of the Intifada, where
Palestinians are forbidden to enter the 1948-occupied Palestinian. Residents are
required, often, to stay within the occupied areas not allowing them to leave. At
other times, it is used partially and temporarily due to the presence of some events
related to a specific geographical area. The military authorities imposed a
comprehensive security cordon on the occupied territories, and as a result, the
residents of the occupied territories were prevented from working or entering
Israel as a result of this closure. The seriousness of the impact of the security
closure on the mental health of children and adults was evident, where 49.3% of
children of unemployed parents feel nervous, compared to 38.9% of the children of
workers and about 22.7% of the children of employees. Statistics also show that
11.1% of unemployed parents’ children suffer from thumb sucking, while this
problem appeared in 8% of children of workers, and was not reported among the
children of employees. It was also found that the unemployed parents’ children are
more affected than the children of workers and employees, and that the parents
need more indicative intervention and support because they’re unable to satisfy
the needs of children and because they suffer from psychological pressures caused
by the security closures. These pressures, consequently, result in state of tension,
that leads some parents to resort to dump this stress and anxiety through poor
treatment or at times resorting to violence against children (Abu Hein, 2004).

It is one of the collective punishment measures practiced by the military authorities
against the residents, as Palestinian houses are raided during the night with the aim
of harassing or beating and punishing the residents. The Israeli authorities have
used this method and the accompanying violence, whether against the wanted
person in front of their children or members of their family, or using violence
against the whole household. Other manifestations of violence, such as when
soldiers wreak havoc on the belongings of the house before the eyes of the children,
as well as the methodology and actions taken during raids, such as cordons,
jumping of the walls, or the severe and terrifying knocking on doors and the intense
and violent spread of soldiers in the house. It was found that 85% of children's
houses had been subjected to night raids, and that 40% of children had personally
been exposed to violence during these raids (Tawfiqg, 2007).

Exposure to gas inhalation is mainly related to the uprising and its activities, as the
military authorities used this measure on a large scale, which is the use of tear gases
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against population centers to disperse these gatherings or to address the violent
manifestations that occurred during the uprising. It was found that 92.5% of
children were exposed to gas inhalation inside while within their homes, where in
some cases some children died due to tear gas inhalation as reported by the
Swedish Foundation to Save the Children. Some women also suffered miscarriages
due to gas being thrown into closed rooms in their houses (Ministry of Health,
2015).

The current war in the Gaza Strip, which started on 7 October 2023, has been the
deadliest of hostilities involving the Gaza Strip and Israel (Oxfam International,
2024; UNICEF, 2023; RSF, 2023). As of 28 January 2024, at least 10,000 of the
26,400 people killed since in Gaza were Palestinian children (OCHA, 2024; Save The
Children, 2024). As of the 24th of October 2023, the daily estimate of children killed
or injured was 400 (UNICEF, 2023). As of the 20th of January 2024, almost one
million children were estimated to be internally displaced within Gaza. Most were
in the southern Rafah governorate bordering Egypt, currently the most populated
governorate in the Gaza Strip (Palestinian Red Cresent Society, 2024; Southern
Transactional Council, 2023; OCHA, 2024). Before the current hostilities, children
comprised 47% (1.1 million) of Gaza's population; since 7 October 2023, the
conflict has affected nearly all of them. Children are exposed to death, injury, and
the loss of family and homes, and they endure physical and psychological trauma
(OCHA, 2024; Southern Transactional Committee, 2024). The conflict has led to the
destruction of safe spaces such as schools and hospitals and the denial of
humanitarian aid access, leaving children in overcrowded shelters with limited
access to essential goods and services (Southern Transactinoal Council, 2024; UN,
2023). The hostilities particularly affect children under five years old, displaced
children, unaccompanied and separated children (UASC), and children with
disabilities or with family members with disabilities because they often are unable
to flee attacks and are at high risk of abandonment, malnutrition, and trauma
(International Committee of the Red Cross, 2022; Rotenberg et al., 2024).

There is no doubt that Palestinian children have been exposed to many violent
events, and it is likely that this exposure has affected them, and that they may
display some or all of the symptoms that correspond to the diagnostic symptoms
associated with mental ailments such as PTSD, anxiety, depression and mood
disorders. The question is, however, whether displaying these symptoms
necessarily means that children suffer a mental illness or disorder, requiring a form
of specialized treatment, or alternatively, whether the fear and sadness associated
with exposure to political violence are normal reactions which will diminish with
time and support from family and community, and ultimately require a
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sociopolitical resolution as opposed to a medical one. Defining human conditions
into treatable disorders is a relatively new trend, covering not only fear and
sadness but also other illnesses or ‘syndromes’ relating to behavior, a psychic state,
or a bodily condition, that were previously not considered as medical problems.
Some analysts point at the coinciding of this new trend with the expansion of the
medical services and the pharmaceutical industry, but patients’ interest groups
also play a role (Conrad, 2007) as cited in Rabaia et al., (2024).

As cited in Shehadeh (2021), the children who exposed to war conflict will directly
or indirectly experience a variety of stressors, and many of them may develop
common symptoms and reactions such as sadness, anger, fears, numbness,
moodiness or irritability, nightmares, avoidance of situations (Amiri & Zafarzai,
2020; Hammad & Tribe, 2020; Shehadeh, et al, 2016; Barenbaum et al., 2004).
Researchers suggested that experiences related to conflict, occupation, political
violence and war had a serious risk on the well-functioning of all family members,
and many psychological, emotional, physical, and social problems raise (Amiri, A.
& Zafarzai, 2020; Hadi et al., 2006; Pat-Horenczyk et al., 1998; Dyregrov, Gjestad, &
Raundalen, 2002). Palestinian families living within the occupied territories have
been shown to have high rates of psychological and social problems and one to two
thirds of the population presenting with trauma-related psychopathologies
(Thabet, 2019; Thabet et al., 2007; Khamis, 2005; Baker & Kanan, 2003). In
Palestine, Conflict started more than 100 years ago. Several generations
experienced this kind of conflict since Ottoman rule to British mandate, and later
on throughout the Israeli occupation period, it can be considered as the longest
conflict in the modern era (Shehadeh et al, 2016; Bornstein, 2010; Nashif, 2008;
Bar-Tal, 1990). Israel governorate has been forcing thousands of Palestinians of
their privet lands and homes, taking by military force and illegally settle and create
settlements exclusively for Jewish Israeli settlers (AbuShanab, 2009; Amnesty
International, 2005; 2010; 2017; 2018; Elliott, 2013). Palestinians living in this area
are subjected to extreme restrictions on their movement by car or on foot -
including the closure of main streets - while settlers are free to go where they wish.
In addition, the military has issued shutdown orders to hundreds of stores and
commercial establishments in this area. Families and children who have been
subjected to violent experiences may exhibit a variety of responses and symptoms
ranging from mild stress to sever trauma (Pat-Horenczyk et al., 1998; Garbarino &
Kostelny, 1996).

Israel’s total blockade on Gaza has meant no food or water can enter the territory,
but Israeli authorities have said they resumed water supplies to southern Gaza on
Tuesday. Palestinians have said without electricity to operate the water pumps, the
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water crisis continues. With food and water rapidly running out, Gazans are
prioritizing whatever little water supplies they have for their children. Children are
more at risk of dehydration, and malnourishment can further speed up the effects
of having no water. A Jerusalem-based nutritionist with the World Food Program
(WFP) also told Al Jazeera that poor water sanitation can lead to children facing
high risks of diarrheal diseases, which are the most common cause of dehydration
and the globally leading cause of child mortality for under-fives. A lack of food at
best affects cognitive function and energy levels, and at worst can lead to starvation
and death (Aljazeera, 2025b; Aljazeera, 2025a).
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Table 1

An Overview of the Impact

- Impact  Total * Children
People killed as reported by the Palestinian 41,615 > 14,100
Ministry of Health
People Injured as reported by the Palestinian 96,369 12,561
Ministry of Health
People missing as reported by the Palestinian ~10,000 1,750
Ministry of Health
People displaced as reported by the Palestinian 1.9 million ~
Ministry of Health 990,000
People died from malnutrition / only those 37 31
recorded as reported by the Palestinian
Ministry of Health
Attacks on health care as reported by the 516 attacks on health
Palestinian Ministry of Health facilities and personnel
Functioning hospitals as reported by the 17 out of 36 are partially
Palestinian Ministry of Health functioning
Attacks on education as reported by the 87.4% of schools
Palestinian Ministry of Health damaged or destroyed
Number of humanitarian workers killed as per 304 humanitarian
OCHA figures workers including 224

UN staff

West Bank
People killed as per OCHA figures 695 167
People injured as per OCHA figures 5,700 1,040
People displaced (as per OCHA figures, defined 6,100 2,700
as authorities demolished, confiscated, or
forced the demolition of residences)
Attacks on health care as per WHO figures 619

Reference: UNICEF, Palestinian Children Under Siege, 2025
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Table 1 showed that in the Gaza Strip, more than 14000 children were killed,
12,561 children were injured, nearly 990,000 children were displaced, and 31
children died due to malnutrition. Table 1 also showed that 167 children were
killed, 1040 children were injured, and 2700 children were displaced. These figures
show how much impacted the Palestinian children are by the practices of the Israeli
Occupation Forces (I0F).

The Psychological and Mental Issues faced by the Palestinian Children

According to the literature review, there are different measures through which the
psychological impact of IOF practices can be seen on the Palestinian children. These
include beatings, witnessing beatings, personal exposure to injury, detention,
imprisonment, hose demolitions, and deprivation of education.

As for beatings, it is one of the methods used against the population, whether they
are children or adults, to quell any sign of rebellion and violence against the Israeli
army, and to instill fear in the children. It was found that about 45% of children
were subjected to personal beatings by the occupation army while 4.5% of the
sample suffered broken bones (Ministry of Health, 2018; Defence for Children
International Palestine, 2012).

As for witnessing beatings, a study conducted in 2002 on the violence on
Palestinian children in Gaza showed that witnessing others suffer from violence
has a greater impact on the child's psychological life than personal exposure to
violence. It was found that 55% of Palestinian children had witnessed violence to
one of their family members. Studying the psychological effects resulting from
personal exposure to violence, it was found that the level of anxiety decreased
among children who were personally exposed to violence compared to children
who witnessed one of their family members being exposed to violence. It was also
evident that self- esteem was also higher among children who were exposed to
personal violence more than children who witnessed a family member being
exposed to violence. It was found that self- esteem was high for 45% of children
who had personally experienced violence, compared to high self-esteem among
only 16% of children who witnessed a family member being exposed to violence.
Witnessing violence is more severe and destructive to psychological life than
personal exposure to violence and whether the child is exposed to violence or
witnessing it, this has bad effects on their psychological construction (Ministry of
Health, 2015).

As for the exposure to injury, the military authorities used different types of means
against citizens and children, including exposure to injury resulting from beatings,
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or shooting of all kinds; live, rubber, plastic, metal etc. It was found that 3.5% of the
children were injured by live bullets, 2.2% were injured by plastic bullets, and
24.7% were injured by rubber bullets. Some injuries have resulted in death in some
cases, and in other cases they led to physical, nervous and mental disabilities, some
permanent, and some partial, such as losing an eye or a limb, or burning the skin.
According to the Gaza Center for Right and Law, the number of injured children
under 16 years of age during June 2011 reached about 3158 children with various
injuries (Ministry of Health, 2013).

As for detention, it was found that 19% of the children were subjected to personal
detention, which ranges from hours to days, where the children are arrested and
placed in one of the detention centers or army camps, where they are subjected to
beatings and injuries. Children are, sometimes, not allowed to leave until paying a
fine imposed by the occupation authorities over the child's family (The Palestinian
Prisoners Club, 2010; Human Rights Watch, 2022).

As for Houses demolitions, it has been a policy, which has been practiced against
Palestinian activists since the beginning of the occupation, and it is one of -
collective punishment measures, and its use has increased more recently, as the
house of any one with security charges, especially armed resistance charges, is
demolished. The Palestinian Center for Human rights statistics indicate that about
400 houses were demolished during the first intifada in 1987 for security reasons.
This measure took a dangerous turn, especially after the occupation authorities
'decision to deport 415 Palestinians to Lebanon and the increase in acts of
resistance against the occupation. The number of demolished houses in the Al-Agsa
Intifada increased to more than 800 in the West Bank and Gaza. The bombing of
houses was increasing and spreading, where only a mere suspicion about a
particular house, would give legitimacy to the occupying authorities to bomb it
giving its residents a short period of time to leave the house without being allowed
to take out their belongings. The number of houses bombed since January 1993 up
to January 1994 was estimated at 200 houses. This number doubled during the first
year of the uprising during the first year of the uprising. A series of negative effects
house demolitions leave on mental health, especially on children, has been shown.
Children whose homes were bombed were found to have a higher rate of neurotic
and demotion a disturbance compared to children whose homes were not bombed.
Moustafa (2003) highlighted that the second most influential situation on the child
after losing a family member, is the loss of their houses, where the house is related
to security in children’s understanding, which is seen as the set of customs,
traditions and the network of relationships formed by the child. Losing the house
meaning losing what it represents (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2014).
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As of depriving Palestinian children of education, the Israeli authorities have
always claimed that the Palestinian children participate in resisting the occupation
and exploiting school gatherings for this purpose, and as to deprive children from
education and to spread ignorance, the occupation authorities started with
partially closing educational institutions and then full closures were imposed. The
Israeli authorities with these closures red depriving children the opportunities to
learn and acquire knowledge, leading to a decreased level of literacy and
knowledge among the children. This meant that the 10-year-olds during the
Intifada were at the educational level of a pre-Intifada 6-year-old. The streets, the
army’s confrontation and the dangers facing the child in the street had turned into
the daily behavior and the knowledge source for the children, where many children
learned the habits and behavior of resistance associated with facing the occupation
during that period.30 Thus, the suffering of the Palestinian children appears to be
doubled, on the one hand, the reality in which the family, the school and the
Palestinian media are living as well as the difficult conditions and traditions that
are afflicted by the situations that are not based on our Arab-Islamic culture and on
the other hand, what these children are exposed to in terms of terrorism practiced
by the IOF in their ugliest forms. The Palestinian children are deprived from their
most basic rights, starting from their right to express their opinions, their right to
life, liberty, protection, education and other rights called for by the various religious
and positivist laws and regulations (Save the Children Fund, 2002).

Parents like Esra Abu Ghazzah, try to find ways to calm their children from the
bombings and destruction around them. The 30-year-old mother told Al Jazeera,
her children, aged eight and two have started to vomit after air strikes and also
wetting the bed. Both are response to heightened fear. Symptoms of anxiety,
depression and posttraumatic stress disorder are especially pronounced, with
caregivers reporting unusual crying and aggressive behaviors in children as
increasingly common responses along with social isolation (Chu & Lieberman,
2010; War Child, 2025). Furthermore, a 2021 assessment conducted by War Child
indicates that 62% of caregivers noted signs of distress and observable changes in
one or more of their children’s behaviors with the highest rates (80% to 88%) being
noted in Susiya, Deir Nidham, Sheikh Jarrah and Al Minya. (War Child, 2021).
Moreover, 71% of children reported feeling sad or empty sometimes, often or all
the time. Approximately 68% experience restlessness while 17% expressed a sense
of hopelessness. A significant number of children report feeling afraid, with 55%
worrying about something bad happening to a family member, and 49% indicating
being frightened for no reason. Additional mental health symptoms reported
include forgetfulness, trouble concentrating, moodiness, trouble sleeping, aches
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and pains, and flashbacks of violence or nightmares. Children who undergo arrest
and detention endure heavy emotional turmoil, with one study finding that 73%
experienced insomnia or sleep difficulties, such as waking up at the same time hour
of arrest, 62% felt anger and 57% suffered from headaches and dizziness (War
Child, 2025). Children facing extreme stress over long periods of times may exhibit
a range of mental health concerns, such as regression to earlier behaviors, anxiety,
depression, anger and aggression, social adolescents, as well as other education, as
well as barriers to accessing opportunities in adulthood (Nemiro et al., 2022).

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 1 in 5 people (22%) of conflict-
affected population have developed a wide range of mental symptoms such as
depression, anxiety, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), bipolar disorder or
schizophrenia (WHO, 2022). A significant increase in depression among children
due to war has been documented (Chu & Lieberman, 2010). However, an earlier
study by El-Khodary and Samara (2020) on Palestinian children found that 88.4%
experienced personal trauma, with 83.7% witnessing trauma in others and 88.3%
observing property demolition. However, the study concluded that 53.5% of the
participant were diagnosed with PTSD(El-Khodary at al., 2020). Israeli military
attacks, blockades and widespread hopelessness have led to a humanitarian crisis
in Gaza, with significant adverse effects on children and young people’s mental
health (Veronese et al, 2021; 2023; 2025). Palestinian children exposed to
traumatic events relating to the conflict are reported to have at least mild-intensity
PTSD reactions (Thabet, 2017). Post- traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is a disorder
that develops in some people who have experienced a shocking, scary, or
dangerous event. It leads to symptoms like flashbacks, avoidance and emotional
distress (Abudayya et al., 2008; Abudayya et al., 2023b). Stress in Gaza can affect
people’s economic status, healthcare access, social support, education, family
dynamics and mental health outcomes (Abudayya et al., 2023a).

As cited in Almasalkhi et al., (2025), a wide range of studies have demonstrated that
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the context of Israeli occupation of the West
Bank contributes to psychological risk for Palestinian children. Most of this
research has studied the effects of direct exposure of young people to conflict-
related trauma and physical violence (Pat-Horenczyk et al., 2009; Al-krenawi et al.,
2007; Ayer et al,, 2017; Khamis, 2012; Sagi-Schwartsz, 2008; Veronese etal., 2023).
However, the conflict may affect the health and well-being of people not just
through direct exposure to violence, but though broader aspects of the conflict
environment. For example, the stressful social and material conditions that are
often caused or exacerbated by armed conflict (Miller & Rasmuseen, 2010, p.1385).
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The conditions created by political conflict introduce a variety of daily stressors
that can negatively affect young people’s mental health. Poor mental health and
pessimism about the future in turn may further endanger young people’s well-
being by encouraging engagement in dug use and other rusk behaviors, whether as
a coping mechanism or as a consequence of feeling that there is “nothing to lose”
(Garland, et al,, 2013).

In their study, Almasalkhi et al. (2025) examined the association of proximity to the
physical infrastructure of Israeli occupation in the West Bank with Palestinian
youths’ mental health and risk-taking behavior. In regard to mental health
outcomes, proximity to manned checkpoints was found to be significantly and
consistently correlated with poorer mental health among both male and female
youth. The study also found that the expansion of occupation infrastructure
reflected a trend that has been ongoing since 2014, but which accelerated after the
start of the Israel-Hamas conflict in October 2023.

As cited in Veronese et al., (2025), Palestine, for almost a century, has been a
perilous environment for child development, characterized by colonial, political,
and military violence, prolonged turmoil, and intractable conflict. This context has
produced generations of refugee and internally displaced children living in
precarious physical and psychological conditions ( Hasan & Bleibleh, 2023; Nijim,
2023).

Everyday life in the occupied Palestinian territory (OPT), encompassing the Gaza
Strip, West Bank, and East Jerusalem, is marked by potentially traumatic and
stressful events, along with cumulative episodes of violence and aggression (El-
Khodary et al., 2020b; Van Heemstra et al.,, 2020; Zainab, 2021).

As cited in Abudayya et al. (2023), a large segment of the Palestinian people in the
Gaza Strip have become accustomed to a wide range of social and psychological
shocks as a part of their immediate environment (Khamis, 2020). According to the
World Health Organization (WHO), 1 in 5 people (22%) of conflict-affected
population have developed a wide range of mental symptoms such as depression,
anxiety, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), bipolar disorder or schizophrenia
(WHO, 2022). The enduring and far-reaching development effects of chronic and
severe stress experienced during early childhood, also known as early life stress,
childhood adversity, child maltreatment, or childhood trauma, are well-
documented (Smith & Pollak, 2020).

Israeli military attacks, blockades, and widespread hopelessness have led to a
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, with significant adverse effects on children and young
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people’s mental health (Veronese et al.,, 2021). Palestinian children exposed to
traumatic events relating to the conflict are reported to have at least mild-identity
PTSD reactions (Thabet, 2017).

Conclusion

This paper has identified the following conclusions: 1) the Israeli occupation forces
used all methods of repression against Palestinian children, whether directly
through killing, arrest, intimidation and injury; or indirectly, by killing or harassing
the population, before the children’s eyes to terrorize them, 2) the occupation
forces' use of methods of repression against Palestinian children was an attempt to
demoralize the latter and dissuade them from demonstrating against the Israeli
occupation forces, 3) the oppressive methods used by the occupation forces
resulted in many mental illnesses among a high proportion of children, represented
by fear, panic, psychological distress, anxiety, insecurity and other mental illnesses.
Psychological effects, 4) the methods of oppression, terror and intimidation used
by the Israeli occupation against Palestinian children have failed to undermine the
children, by demoralizing them, and erode either persistence and their loyalty to
the struggle legacy that they inherited, and 5) the Israeli occupation forces realized
that successive generations were fiercer in the face of the Israeli occupation forces,
and this was evident during the knife intifada, where (67.5%) of the stabbings were
carried out by children under the age of ( Ministry of Health, 2013).

The Israeli war on the Gaza Strip, which started in October 2023, has led to the loss
oflives of 17,492 children as of January 29th, 2025. Besides such losses, many other
children were injured (Aljazeera, 2025).

The war on the Gaza Strip, which started in October 2023, has shown increased
war-related traumatic experiences for the Palestinian children and young people in
the Gaza Strip. These experiences include depression, stress, and anxiety. The
Palestinian children have been the victims of trauma and violence due to war and
conflict and that they are at great risk of developing mental health problems such
as PTSD, depression, anxiety, hyperactivity, and somatic symptoms (Abudayya et
al,, 2023b; Inter-Agency Standing Committee, 2007).
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Giris

0z: Kuruldugu ilk giinden giiniimiize siyasi emelleri cercevesinde
yayilmaci bir politika ortaya koyan Israil, Ortadogu cografyasinda ve
ozellikle de Gazze'de askeri giiciinii higcbir kural tanimadan
kullanmaktadir. Bu baglamda Israilin Gazze’de icra ettigi
operasyonlar derinlemesine incelenerek askeri gilic kullanma
yaklagimlarinin ortaya koyulmasi amaglanmaktadir. Calismada
Israil'in 2008’den giiniimiize kadar gergeklestirmis oldugu bes
askeri operasyon Kkarsilastirmali vaka analizi kapsaminda
incelenmistir. Israil'in icra ettigi operasyonlar sonunda Gazze'de
devam eden siddet sarmali ve ¢atismalar dongiisiiniin yakin bir
zaman icerisinde sonlanmayacagl ve bolgede barisin hakim
olamayacag1 goriilmektedir. Israil'in gerceklestirdigi Gazze
operasyonlarinda hedeflerine tam olarak ulasamadig1 géz oOniine
alindiginda ilerleyen dénem igerisinde Israil'in gerek Gazze gerekse
de bolge iizerinde yeni harekat ve operasyonlara devam edecegi
degerlendirilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: israil, Gazze, Askeri Operasyon, Savas, Catisma

Abstract: Israel, which has put forward an expansionist policy
within the framework of its political ambitions since the first day of
its establishment, does not hesitate to use its military power without
recognizing any rules. In this context, the aim of this course is to
analyze Israel's military operations in Gaza and to reveal the military
approaches carried out. In the study, a detailed content analysis of
the five military operations considered as comparative case studies
was carried out and evaluation was made within the framework of
the military tactics and strategies applied. As a result of the
operations carried out by Israel, it is considered that the ongoing
cycle of violence and conflicts in Gaza will not end soon, and peace
will not prevail in the region. Considering that Israel has not been
able to fully achieve its goals in all the operations it is evaluated that
Israel will continue new operations both in Gaza and the region in
the future.

Keywords: Israel, Gaza, Military Operation, War, Conflict

1800’li yillarin sonlarinda baslayan Yahudilerin kendi topraklarina sahip,
bagimsiz bir devlet kurma hedefi 1897°de ilk Siyonist Kongre'nin Basel’de

toplanarak Diinya Siyonist Orgiitii'niin kurulmasi ile devam etmistir (Cleveland,
2008, ss. 268-269). Miiteakibinde 1917 yilinda yayinlanan bildirge ile Yahudiler
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icin Filistin’de bir yurt edinme diisiincesi ortaya koyulmus (Sander, 2019, ss. 330-
331) ve tarihe Balfour Bildirisi olarak resmilesen bu aciklama ile kurulacak Israil
devletinin temelleri atilmistir. Nisan 1920’de San Remo Konferansi'nda, Yahudilere
bir iilke vaadi yapilmis olup, Ingiliz yonetimi altinda 1919 yilindan baslayarak
binlerce Yahudi bolgeye go¢ etmeye baslamis ve bolgede Araplar ile Yahudiler
arasinda gerginliklerin ortaya ¢cikmasina neden olmustur (Kemiksiz, 2016, ss. 164-
165). Israil Devleti'nin kurulusu neticesinde 1948’de baslayan Arap-Israil Savaslari
1956, 1967 ve 1973 yillarinda da devam etmis olup bunlar arasinda o6zellikle
Israil'in Gazze ve Kudiis'iin ele gecirilmesi ile topraklarimi fazlaca genisletmesi
(Olgun, 2007, s. 2231; Cohen vd., 2017) bakimindan 1967 Savasi 6nemli bir yere
sahiptir. Israil'in kurulusu ile baslayan Arap-israil Savaslar yaklasik 25 y1l devam
etmis ve her seferinde de Israil'in kendi topraklarimi genisletmesi ile
sonuc¢lanmistir.

Israil, kuruldugu 1948 yilindan bu yana Arap iilkeleri ile konvansiyonel savaslar
gerceklestirmesi yaninda Filistin topraklar1 icinde ve Gazze'de Filistinli
direniscilere karsi pek cok askeri operasyonlar icra etmistir. Gazze’de yasanilan bu
gerginlikler cercevesinde Israil, 2008 Dékme Kursun, 2012 Bulut Siitunu, 2014
Koruyucu Kenar ve 2021 Surlarin Muhafizi Operasyonlar: ile 7 Ekim 2023’te
baslatilan Demir Kiliglar Operasyonu sayesinde bdlgeyi Filistin halki icin
yasanilamaz bir yer haline getirmistir. Calisma kaleme alindig1 sirada Gazze’'deki
silahli catismalarin yogunlugu azalmis, ateskes goriismeleri ve esir takaslarinin
yapildig1 bir déneme girilmis olup Israil'in bélge iizerindeki saldirilari ise halen
devam etmektedir. Bu baglamda Demir Kiliclar operasyonunun tam olarak sona
ermemesi cihetiyle net ve dogru verilere ulasilmasi ¢alisma ac¢isindan bir sinirhlik
yaratmakta olup, bu operasyonla ilgili bilgiler Ocak 2025’e kadarki siireci ihtiva
etmektedir.

Calismanin sorunsall Israilin kuruldugu ilk giinden giiniimiize Ortadogu
cografyasinda reel politik hedefleri cercevesinde siirekli catisma ve askeri
operasyonlar siireci icerisinde bulunmasidir. Bu sorunsala bagh olarak Israil'in
Gazze Seridi'nde icra ettigi operasyonlarinin incelenerek askeri gilic kullanma
yaklasimlarinin ortaya koyulmasi amaclanmaktadir. Calismada Gazze'de icra
edilen son Demir Kiliclar Operasyonu ile diger o6nceki dort operasyon
karsilastirmali vaka analizi c¢ercevesinde detayli bir sekilde incelenerek
operasyonlardaki benzerlik ve farkhiliklar baglaminda israil’in uyguladig1 askeri
yaklasimlarin degerlendirilmesi yapilmistir. Bu kapsamda ¢alisma dért boliimden
olusmustur. Birinci boéliimde Gazze’nin siyasi ve sosyolojik durumu cercevesinde
Israil ve Gazze iliskilerinin alt yapisi, gelisimi ve taraflar arasinda catismaya varan
durum ele alinmistir. ikinci béliimde 2008 yilindan itibaren israil'in Gazze'ye
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diizenlemis oldugu askeri operasyonlar nedenleri, hedefleri, uygulanan hareket
tarzlar, taktik, teknik ve stratejiler, kullanilan askeri giiciin yapisi ve elde edilen
sonuglar faktér olarak alinarak incelenmistir. Ugiincii béliim de ise 2008’den
glinlimiize kadar devam eden catisma ve siddet sarmali icerisinde bes
operasyondaki benzerlik ve farkliliklar cer¢evesinde uygulanan genel askeri
yaklasimlar ele alinmistir. Miiteakiben sonug béliimiinde de Israil'in Gazze’'de
uyguladigt askeri yaklasimlar1 ve ileriye doéniik hedefleri baglaminda
degerlendirmeler yapilmistir. Konu kapsamina dahil edilen bes askeri
operasyonun isimleri ele alinirken Israil yénetiminin resmi isimlendirmeleri
dikkate alinarak ¢alisma icerisinde kullanilmistir.

Calismanin icerik olarak giincel bir konu olmasi ve askeri acidan literatiirdeki
calismalarin derinlemesine incelenmesi ¢ercevesinde hem gecmise hem de
gelecege doniik 151k tutacagl degerlendirilmektedir. Bu baglamda konu ile ilgili
gerek akademisyen gerek arastirmaci gerekse de konu hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmak
isteyen Kkisiler icin betimleyici ve acgiklayici bir kaynak olabilecegi tasavvur
edilmektedir.

Gazze’nin Siyasi ve Sosyolojik Durumu

Akdeniz kiyisinda 40 kilometre uzunlugunda dar bir sahil seridi konumunda olan
Gazze Seridi, adini en biiylik sehri olan Gazze'den almaktadir. Hava ve deniz
sahalari Israil tarafindan kontrol edilen Gazze Seridi'nin Israil ile 51 km ve Misr ile
11 km uzunlugunda kara sinir1 bulunmaktadir (Tarakgi, 2014). 1948 yilina kadar
Ingiliz Manda idaresince yonetilen Gazze Seridi, toplam 360 km?lik bir alana
sahiptir (Shany, 2006, s. 371). Yaklasik 41 kilometre uzunlugu, 6 ila 8 km genislige
sahip Gazze Seridi sinirlar1 24 Subat 1949'daki Misir-Israil ateskes anlasmasinda
belirlenmis ve 1967 yilina kadar Misir yonetimi altinda kalmistir (Britannica,
2025).

1967’de Alt1 Giin Savasi’'nin ardindan Israil Gazze’yi ele gecirerek kontrolii altina
almis, Gazze'de bir yandan yerlesim alanlarini gelistirirken bir yandan da
Filistinlilerle miicadeleye girismistir. Zamanla bu miicadele Israil isgaline karsi
Filistin ayaklanmasi olan 1987’de Birinci, 2000’de de Ikinci intifada’ya yol agmis
(Cohen vd., 2017) ve 2005’te Israil'in tek tarafli ¢ekilmesi sonrasinda da artis
gostererek Israil’e karsi silahlanma ve saldirilara doniigmiistiir. Israil'in Gazze
Seridi’'nden cekilmesi neticesinde Ocak 2006’da gerceklestirilen secimlerde Islami
Direnis Hareketi'nin (Hamas/Hareket-ul Mukavemet-ul islamiyye) basarili olsa da
Filistin yonetimine ge¢mesi engellenmistir (Sari, 2018, s. 33). Miiteakibinde
yonetimi elde etmek amaciyla Hamas ve El-Fetih arasinda catismalar yasanmis ve
yasanilan miicadeleler neticesinde Hamas’in istlnliigi ile Haziran 2007’de El-
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Fetih’e bagh silahli giicler Gazze Seridi'nden ayrilarak kendi kontrollerindeki Bat1
Seria’ya baglh Ramallah’a tasinmiglardir (Edwards, 2008, s. 1585). Bu sayede
Hamas Gazze Seridi'nin kontroliini ele gecirmistir. Ancak Gazze Seridi'nde
yasanilan bu gelismeler neticesinde 2007 yili ile gerceklesen karsilikhi saldirilar
hasebiyle Israil Gazze’de siddeti ve yogunlugu siirekli artan askeri miidahaleler ve
operasyonlar siirecine girmistir (Siboni, 2014, s. 27).

Dar bir sahil seridi konumunda bulunan Gazze’nin yaklasik 2,4 milyon olan
niifusunun biylik cogunlugu sekiz miilteci kampinda ¢ok zor sartlarda yasam
stirdirmektedir (UNRWA, 2023). Gazze’de tahmini 2024 y1l1 niifus artis hiz1 %2.02
ve dogum orani ise 26,8 dogum/1.000 kisidir (The World Factbook, 2025). Gazze
Seridi'nde temiz suya ve elektrige erisimde ¢ok biiyiik krizler yasanmaktadir.
Niifusun ylizde 95'i temiz suya ulasamamaktadir. Giinde ortalama 11 saat elektrik
saglanabilmekte olup temel hizmetlerin karsilanmasinda ciddi sorunlar
yasanmaktadir (UNRWA, 2023). Ulasim tamamen karayolu tasimaciligina bagh
olup Gazze’de ne bir havaalani ne bir liman ne de bir demiryolu sistemi
bulunmamakta ve dis diinya ile olan baglantis1 tamamen Misir araciligl ile
saglanmaktadir (UN, 2014, s. 7).

Uzun yillar siiren isgali sonlandirmasi sonrasinda Israil, Gazze Seridi’ni kusatma ve
abluka altina alarak giris ve ¢ikis denetimlerini sikilagtirmistir. BM Raporunda da
gectigi sekilde dar bir bolgede yaklasik iki milyon insanin temel ihtiya¢larinin dahi
uluslararasi yardimlarla karsilandigi ve bu yardimlarin cesitli bahanelerle de
geciktirilerek tam bir ac¢ik cezaevine doniistiiriilen Gazze'de durumun bir trajediye
dontistiigl aktarilmistir (Ates, 2011, s. 610). Uygulanan siki kontroller, abluka ve
icra edilen operasyonlar neticesinde bolgedeki yilizbinlerce insan miilteci
kamplarinda yasamaya mahk(m birakilmis ve Israil ile Filistinliler arasinda sonu
gelmeyen bir miicadelenin, siddetin ve gerginliklerin siiregeldigi bir siirece
meyletmistir.

israil'in Gergeklestirdigi Askeri Operasyonlar
Do6kme kursun operasyonu

Israil’in 2007’de Refah sinir kapisini gegise kapatarak uyguladigi abluka ve yasanan
gerginlikler (Taflioglu, 2012, ss. 137-139) 19 Haziran 2008’de iki taraf arasinda
yapilan alti aylik ateskes antlasmasi (Kemiksiz, 2016, ss. 164-165) ile de
sonlanmamistir. Israil'in siir gecislerini engellemeye devam etmesi, 4 Kasim
2008’de alt1 Hamas iiyesinin Israil tarafindan éldiiriilerek ateskesin hice sayilmasi
(McCarty, 2008) sonras1 Hamas 24 Aralik’ta Kassam ve Grad filizeleriyle, Askelon’u
ve Sderot'u vurmustur (Barnea, 2024, s. 1061). Bu yasanan gerginlikler neticesinde
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27 Aralik 2008’de Israil, Orta ve Kuzey Gazze’de Hamas hedeflerine gerceklestirdigi
hava bombardimanlari ile Dékme Kursun Operasyonu’nu baslatmistir (Catignani,
2009, ss. 68).

Israil, bu operasyon ile Hamas’a hem askeri hem de siyasi agir hasar vermeyi, roket
saldirilarin1 azaltmayi, Israil’in giineyi basta olmak iizere tiim iilkede giivenligini
tesisi etmeyi, Israil’in caydiriciligini artirmayi (Johnson, 2010, s. 6), Hamas’in tekrar
silahlanmasini énlemeyi ve esir alinmis Israil askeri Gilad Salit’in kurtarilmasini
hedeflemistir (Giora, 2009, ss. 8-9). Israil saldirilarinda iist diizey bir Filistin islami
Cihad (PIJ) liderinin 6ldiiriilmesi operasyonun sadece Hamas ile sinirli olmadigini
gostermektedir (White, 2008). israil, bu operasyonu hem hava hem de kara sathasi
olarak iki asamali gergeklestirmis olup ilk asamasi1 100’e yakin hedefe siirpriz ve
baskin tarzinda gercgeklestirilen hava saldirilari ile baslamistir (Catignani, 2009, ss.
68).

Genel anlamda israil’in dért agsamal bir harekat yiiriittiigii ifade edilmektedir; ilk
asamada yogun hava saldirilari, ikinci asamada Gazze Seridi'ni ikiye bolerek
Gazze'nin kuzeyine yonelik hem kara ve hava saldirilarinin gerceklestirilmesi,
lclincli asamada ise kara harekdtinin yogunlastirilarak Hamas’'in muharebe
unsurlarinin ve alt yapi tesislerinin bertaraf edilmesidir. Bu asamada o6zellikle
Hamas tarafindan kullanilan tiinellere, silah depolarina, roket tliretim alanlarina,
hiikiimet binalarina, glivenlik merkezleri ve askeri amach kullanilan yerlere
yonelik saldirlar gerceklestirilebilecegi vurgulanmaktadir. Son asamanin da
Gazze'nin tamamen isgali olabilecegi belirtilmistir (White, 2009).

Operasyon kapsaminda Israil, Hamas tarafindan kullanilan her konumu, binays, alt
yaplyl, tesisi ihtiva eden 603 hedefli genis ve detayli bir hedef havuzu
olusturmustur (Cordesman, 2009, ss. 15-16). 27 Aralik’ta 88 israil ucag: aldatma
maksatli Akdeniz tizeri ticari ugus yollarini kullanarak 6nceden planlanmis 100
hedefi vurmustur. Bu hava saldirisi, 1967 Alt1 Giin Savasi’'ndan bu yana en biiyiik
hava saldiris1 olmustur. Bir haftalik havadan ve karadan yapilan bombalamanin
ardindan 3 Ocak giini, tanklar ve zirhli piyadeler esliginde Gazze Seridi'ne kara
harekati baslamistir. Her biri istihkam, topg¢u ve istihbarat unsurlar ile
desteklenmis {li¢ piyade gorev tugay1 (Parasiitcii hava indirme, Golani ve Givati
tugaylar) ile bir zirhli gérev tugay1 (401. zirhli tugay) birka¢ yonden es zamanh
olarak Gazze'ye dogru yakin hava destegi altinda ilerlemislerdir. Israilli askerlerin
ve politika yapicilarin 2006 yilinda icra ettigi Liibnan savasindan edindikleri en
onemli sonug kara safthasinin harekatin gelisimi agisindan ¢ok 6nemli oldugu, kara
safhasi olmadan sadece ates destek vasitalar1 kullanilarak icra edilecek bir
harekatin basariya ulasamayacagidir. Harekat siiresince toplam 5650 sorti ve
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20650 ucus saati gerceklestirilmis ve toplam 3430 hedefe 5500 mithimmat
birakilmistir (Johnson, 2011, ss. 113-114).

18 Ocak’ta Misir'in yapmis oldugu teklif kabul edilerek israil askerleri Gazze'den
cekilmeye baglamistir. Bu operasyon neticesinde Uluslararas1 Af Orgiiti'ne gore,
300’1 ¢ocuk, 115’ten fazlasi kadin olmak tizere yaklasik 1400 Filistinli sivil hayatini
kaybetmistir (Amnesty International, 2009). israil tarafinda ise 13 kayip olup
bunlarin ti¢iinti siviller olusturmaktadir (Global Security, 2012). Operasyon sonrasi
Gazze'ye gelen BM genel sekreteri bolgedeki yikima dikkat cekerek Israil’in asiri
gii¢ kullanimini elestirmis ve saldirilarla ilgili detayli bir sorusturma baslatilmasi
talebinde bulunmustur (Barnea, 2024, s. 1062). Ayrica, harekat sirasinda
Gazze'deki tiim yapilarin %14l zarar gérmiis olup bunlar icerisinde 4100 konut,
25 okul, 31 giivenlik ve 17 hiikiimet binalar1 ile 1500 isletme, 10 iiretim ve 10
kanalizasyon tesisi bulunmaktadir. Ayrica tarim alanlarinin biytk bir
cogunlugunun da zarar gordigii ve harekatin Gazzelilere giinliik doért milyon
dolarlik mali zarara sebebiyet verdigi ifade edilmektedir (Cordesman, 2009, ss. 62-
63).

Israil, operasyon neticesinde politik acidan stratejik bir kazang saglamamis olup
mali zararin iki milyar dolar civarinda oldugu ifade edilmektedir (Catignani, 2009,
ss. 72). Stratejik diizeyde, Dokme Kursun Operasyonu'nun sinirhl siyasi ve askeri
hedefleri olan bir harekat oldugu agiktir. Operasyonda hava giicii genis yelpazede
Kuzey ve Gliney Gazze'de yogun bir sekilde kullanilmasina ragmen kara birlikleri
daha dar bir alanda ve kismi bir seviyede kullanilmistir. Dékme Kursun
Operasyonu’nda Israil tarafindan topgu, istihkam ve istihbarat gibi 6zel birimlerce
desteklenmis kara giici genel anlamda Kuzey Gazze bolgesinde kullanilmistir
(White, 2009). Bunun disinda Orta ve Gliney Gazze, oénemli bir kara harekatina
sahne olmamistir.

Bulut Siitun Operasyonu

Dokme Kursun Operasyonu sonrasi Gazze’de iki yildan fazla siiren nispeten sakin
bir ddonem yasanmistir. Ancak Hamas'in 75km menzilli Fajr-5 fiizeleri ile Tel Aviv'i
hedefleri icerisine almasi Israil’de endise uyandirmistir. Ardindan Haziran 2012’de
Hamas'in ideolojik destekcisi olarak gordigii Miisliman Kardesler adayi
Muhammed Mursi’nin Misir’daki Cumhurbaskanhgi secimlerini kazanmasi israil’in
tepkisini artirmis ve bolgedeki gerginliklerin artmasina neden olmustur (Kemp,
2012).

Israil, 14 Kasim 2012 giinii Bulut Siitunu Operasyonunu baslatmistir. Harekatin
baslamasindan hemen sonra, dénemin Israil Savunma Bakani Ehud Barak
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tarafindan harekatin hedefleri; Israilin caydiricahigini giiclendirmek, Hamas ve
diger orgiitlerin sahip oldugu fiize Kkabiliyetlerini tahrip etmek ve Israil
vatandaslarina yonelik saldirilar1 en aza indirerek gtivenliklerini saglamak olarak
ifade etmistir (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2012). Bu aciklamalardan yola ¢ikilarak
Israil’in bu harekat kapsaminda Gazze’deki direnisi etkisiz hale getirmek ve israil
vatandaslarinin giivenliklerini saglamak seklinde iki ana hedefinin oldugu
gorilmektedir.

Israil Giivenlik kabinesinin almis oldugu karar sonrasi gerceklestirilecek harekat
ile Hamas liderlerinin hedef alinacagi ani ve siirpriz hava saldirilan ile
operasyonun basinda Hamas tizerinde sok ve baski olusturulmasi planlanmistir
(Cohen vd. 2017, s. 37). 14 Kasim 2012’de Israil'in hava bombardimaninda
Hamas'in askeri komutan1 Ahmed el-Caberi dldirtilmistir (Al Jazeera, 2012).
Israil gemilerinin de bolgede ates destegi saglamasiyla Israil donanmasi ilk kez
Gazze'ye karsi aktif olarak kullanmistir (Hasan, 2017). Harekat siiresince Demir
Kubbe sistemi, Israil’e yoénelen yiizlerce roketi durdurmus (Global Security, 2012)
operasyonun daha basinda géstermis oldugu etkili performans ile "savas kralicesi"
lakabini kazanmistir (Shapir, 2012, s. 43).

Operasyonun dikkat cekici ozelligi geleneksel askeri yontemler disinda bilgi
harekat tekniklerinin de yogun bir sekilde kullanilmasi olmustur. Ozellikle sosyal
medya araglarinin yogun bir sekilde kullanilarak meydana gelen olaylara dikkat
cekmeye calisildigl, sivillere verilen zarar ve sivil kayiplarin 6zellikle Twitter
ortaminda iki tarafca da yogun bir sekilde kullanilmasi yiiziinden operasyon
“Twitter Savast” olarak da adlandirilmistir (Cohen vd. 2017, s. 46). Bulut Siitunu
Operasyonu sekiz glin devam etmesini miiteakip 22 Kasim 2012’de ABD ve Misirli
yetkililerin ac¢ikladig1 ateskes ile sona ermistir (Segel, 2013).

Harekat boyunca 1500’den fazla hedef vurulmus ve yaklasik 30 iist diizey Hamas
ve PIJ yetkilisi 6ldiiriilmiigtiir. Ayrica ilk kez Gazze Seridi’nden giiney israil’deki
Rishon Lezion, Tel Aviv ve Kudiis gibi yerlesim yerlerine Hamas ve PIJ tarafindan
roket atislar1 gerceklestirilmis olup toplamda 1500 tizerinde roket firlatilmistir.
Atilan roketlerin 421 tanesi Demir Kubbe sistemi tarafindan engellenmistir. Sekiz
giin siiren harekat esnasinda Israil 75000 yedek askerini seferber ederek Gazze
sinir1 boyunca konuslandirmis, ancak kara safthasina hi¢c gegmemistir (Cohen vd.
2017, ss. 46-49). Sekiz giin siiren operasyon siiresince Israil, 171 insanin 6lmesine,
124 evin tamamen yikilmasina, 2050 evin de hasar almasina ve igerisinde okul,
saglik merkezi, ibadethanenin bulundugu ¢ok sayida kamu ve 6zel miilkiyete ait
tesislerin de zarar gormesine neden olmustur (Al Mezan Center for Human Rights,
2013). BM tarafindan Israil’in pek ¢cok olayda uluslararasi hukukun ayrim gézetme
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ve orantililik gibi temel ilkelerine uygun hareket etmedigi, defalarca asir1 gii¢
kullanarak yasadisi 6lim ve yaralanmalara sebebiyet verdigi ifade edilmistir
(UNHCR, 2013, s.16). Bu operasyon ile Israil Gazze Seridi'ndeki Hamas rejimine
kars1 caydiricl giiciinii gegici olarak giiclendirmeyi basarmis olup ertesi yil, Gazze
Seridi'nden Israil’e roket atisinda énemli bir diisiis yasandig1 ifade edilmistir
(Cohen vd. 2017, s. 70).

Koruyucu Kenar Operasyonu

Bulut Siitunu Operasyonu sonrasi duragan déonem iki y1l siirmiis ardindan iki taraf
arasinda gerginlikler yeniden tirmanmaya baglamistir. Ug Israilli gencin 2014
Haziran’in da kacirilarak oéldiiriilmesi sonrasinda [srail, Hamas hedeflerine hava
saldirilar diizenlerken Gazze’'den de Israil’e roketler firlatilmistir (Logan, 2014).
Temmuz’da bir grup Israilli asker, ii¢ gencin 6ldiiriilmesine misilleme olarak Dogu
Kudiis’ten bir Filistinli genci kagirip yakarak oldiirmuslerdir (Agence France
Presse, 2014). Bu oldiirme olay1 sonrasi artan roket saldirilari ve Israil’in hava
saldirilar iki tarafta da gerginliklerin artmasina yol acarak israil’in Gazze’de tekrar
bir operasyona yénelmesine neden olmustur. Neticede israil, 08 Temmuz 2014’te
Koruyucu Kenar Operasyonu’'nu baslatmistir (Global Security, 2014).

Uc¢ safhadan olusan harekatin ilk safhasinda 8-16 Temmuz tarihleri arasinda
Hamas unsurlari ve altyapisi hava saldirilariyla hedef altina ahmmustir. ikinci safha,
17 Temmuz-4 Agustos tarihleri arasinda kara birliklerinin manevra ve
ilerlemelerini iceren kara harekati sathasidir. Hava saldirilar: tek basina Hamas’in
tiinel aglarin1 yok edememesi sebebiyle kara birlikleri Hamas’in tiinellerini bulmak
ve yok etmek icin Gazze iclerine girmistir. iki haftalik kara safhasi sonrasinda
ticlincli safha karsilikli saldirilarla beraber kisa siireli duraksama ve ateskeslerin
yasandigl 5-26 Agustos arasi donemi iceren cekilme ve ateskes asamasidir.
Operasyon kapsaminda ulasilmak istenilen hedefler ise; Hamas’a hem askeri hem
de siyasi agir hasar vermek, Gazze’den Israil’e karsi gerceklestirilen saldirilar ve
eylemleri engellemek, Israil'in caydiriciligimi artirarak devam ettirmek, Hamas
tiyelerinin gizlendikleri yerleri tespit edip etkisiz hale getirmek, Hamas'in
savunma, saldir1 ve kacak¢ilik amaciyla kullandig: tiinel aglarin tespit ederek
kullanilamaz hale getirmektir (Cohen vd., 2017, s. 69).

Koruyucu Kenar Operasyonu’nun ilk giinii 223 hedef vurulmus ve operasyon
sonuna kadar her giin yiliziin iizerinde hedef vurularak toplamda 3834 saldiri
gerceklestirilmistir. Saldirilarda Filistinli askeri liderler ile evleri, roketatarlari ve
depolama tesisleri hedef alinmistir (Yourish & Keller, 2014). Ancak bu saldirilarda
sivillerin, sivil altyapinin ve ayrica yerinden edilmis kisilerin barindig1 yerlerin
hedef alindig1 ifade edilmektedir (OCHA, 2014, ss. 3-4). 17 Temmuz'da Kibbutz
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Sufa’da tiinellerden sizarak gergeklestirilen saldir1 toplumda korku ve panige yol
acmis ve Hamas iiyelerine Israil iclerine gizlice sizma imkani veren bu tiinellerin
ortadan kaldirilmasi icin kara miidahalesinin gerekliligini ortaya c¢ikarmistir
(Rubenstein, 2015, s 125).

[srail, Hamas tarafindan kullanilan tiinellerle ilgili olarak tespit, temizlenme ve
imha edilmesi cercevesinde ii¢ yonlii zorluk yasamaktadir. Ozellikle sahip olunan
teknik radarlar derinlerdeki tilinelleri bulmada yeterli olmadig1 gibi kazim
faaliyetlerinin sesini algilamak i¢in kullanilan jeofonlar da tamamlanmis tiinellerin
tespitin de fayda gostermemistir. Petrol endiistrisinde kullanilan yontemlerde ¢ok
daha derinliklerde kullanildigindan Israil askerlerine fayda saglamamis olup
operasyonlarda tiinellerin ¢cogu teknolojik araclar ve yontemlerden ziyade ya ihbar
ya da devriyeler sirasinda sans eseri tespit edilmistir. Operasyonda tiineller israil
Savunma Glicii (IDF) askerleri i¢in ¢ok zorlayici olmus tiineller icerisinde tabur
komutani seviyesinde olacak sekilde bir¢ok zayiat verilmistir (Cohen vd., 2017, ss.
99-100).

Operasyon siiresince Gazze'nin i¢cinde 100 km tiinel tespit edilmistir (Rubenstein,
2015, s. 127). Tinellerin tespiti ve temizlenmesi sonrasinda diger bir sorun
tiinellerin yok edilmesi olup Israil bu konuda da “kinetik sondaj” adimi verdikleri bir
teknik kullanarak diizenli araliklarla niifuz edici bombalar ve “Emulsa” olarak
adlandirilan su ve jel benzeri patlayicilar ile tiinellerle miicadele etmeye ¢alismistir
(Shapir & Perel, 2014, s. 55). Bunun yaninda operasyon siiresince Israil’e atilan
roketlere karsi da Demir Kubbe sistemleri aktif bir hava savunma olusturmus,
roketler ile 7 km ve daha {lizeri menzile sahip havanlara karsi koruma saglamistir.
2012’deki harekatta %85 olan isabet oranini bu harekatta %90’lara ¢ikarmistir
(Shamir, 2015, ss. 5-6; Popovich, 2014, s. 21).

Operasyon sonucunda Israil tarafinda 66 asker ve 6 sivil 6lmiistiir (David, 2015, s.
141). Filistin tarafinda ise, BM’lerin tahminlerine gore 1717 Filistinli 6lmis ve
6lenlerin 196’sinin kadin, 377’sinin de ¢ocuk oldugu ifade edilmistir. Yine BM’nin
tahminlerine gore harekat nedeniyle 500 bin kisi yerinden edilmis, 108 bin kisinin
evi kullanilamaz hale gelmis ayrica 146 okul ile 26 saglk tesisinin hasar gordigii
belirtilmistir (OCHA, 2014, s. 2-4).

Yaklasik iki ay siiren ¢atismalardan sonra 26 Agustos’ta Misir tarafindan ortaya
koyulan ateskes iki taraf¢ca da kabul gérmiis ve operasyon sonlanmistir (Cohen vd.,
2017, s. 124). Israil, 2005 yilinda Gazze'den ¢ekilmesinden sonra iki taraf arasinda
devam eden gerginlikler neticesinde gercgeklesen iic operasyon arasinda bu
sonuncusu daha uzun, daha yipratici, daha siddetli ve kanli olsa da bdlgedeki
gerginligi sonlandiracak ve bolgeye daimi baris durumunu getirecek bir ortam
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olusturamamuistir. Bu da Israil’in bélge iizerindeki reel politik hedefleri kapsaminda
askeri miidahalelerine devam etmesine yol actig1 goriilmektedir.

Surlarin muhafizi operasyonu

Subat 2021’de, Dogu Kudiis Seyh Cerrah’ta yasayan bazi Filistinli ailelerin
evlerinden tahliyesi ile ilgili Israil Bolge Mahkemesi’nin karari neticesinde bolgede
protestolar baslamis, polis miidahaleleri ve gerginliklerin artmasi ile ¢atismalar
yasanmistir. 7 Mayis 2021’de Mescid-i Aksa ¢evresinde yasanan ¢catismalarda en az
205 Filistinli ve 17 Israil polisi, 10 Mayis'taki Kudiis Giinii miidahalelerinde de
330°’dan fazla Filistinli yaralanmistir. Yasanilan miidahaleler sonrasi Hamas
harekete gecerek Kudiisin Savunmasi sloganiyla Israil’e karsi roket atislari
gerceklestirmis, bu roket atiglar sonrasi srail Basbakan1 Binyamin Netanyahu da
Surlarin Muhafizi1 Operasyonu'nu baslatma karar1 almistir (Hamanaka, 2024, s.
299-300). As1l amaci Hamas ve PIJ'in roket firlatma altyapisina zarar vermek olan
operasyon 10 Mayis 2021’de baslayarak 12. giin sonunda iki tarafinda ateskes
sartlarini resmi olarak kabul ettigini acikladiklar1 21 Mayis 2021’de sona ermistir
(Yavetz & Bronstein, 2023, s. 1).

Israil, bu operasyonda Gazze’deki Hamas askeri hedeflerine, komuta ve kontrol
unsurlarina, roketatarlara, tanksavar unsurlarina, deniz saldir1 unsurlarina,
istihbarat vasitalarina, siber/elektronik savas unsurlarina, silah iiretim tesislerine,
finansal varliklara ve Metro adi verilen tiinel aglarina istihbarat odakli hava
saldirilar gergeklestirmistir (Orion, 2021). Israil, yogun hava saldirilariyla 6zellikle
Gazze Sehri'nin merkezindeki simge binalar1 hedef almistir. Bu yapilar arasinda
ulusal ve uluslararasi medya kuruluslarina, TV kanalina ve basin ofislerine ev
sahipligi yapan 16 kath Al Shorouk Kulesi de bulunmaktadur. Israil, binalar1 hedef
alirken Gazze’deki silahli gruplar tarafindan kullanildigi ve bu cihetle de mesru
hedefler haline geldiklerini savunmustur. Benzer sekilde baska bir saldirida da
Gazze Sehri'nde konut daireleri, Associated Press, Al Jazeera ve diger medya
ofislerinin bulundugu 11 kath Al Jalaa binasini yerle bir etmistir. Binanin Hamas’in
istihbarat birimleri tarafindan kullanildigi icin bombalandigi agiklanmistir (Global
Security, 2021).

Israil, 14 Mayis’tan itibaren havadan ve karadan Gazze'yi bombalarken tiinellere
yonelik de bir aldatma taktigi uygulamaya calismistir. 2014 operasyonunda
tiinellere yonelik icra edilen kara harekati sathasinda ¢cok zayiat vermis olmasi
hasebiyle kara harekati gercgeklestirilecek aldatmasi ile Hamas iiyelerinin tiinel
aglarina cekilmesi ve tespit edilen bu tiinellere gerceklestirilecek yogun hava
saldirillar1 neticesinde tiinellerin tahrip edilmesi {izerine kurulu bir plan
uygulanmaya calisilmistir (Orion, 2021). Bu plan dahilinde basin ve sosyal medya
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araclan kullanilarak kara harekatina gecilecegi ile ilgili ibranice ve Arapca olarak
aciklamalar, haber ve bilgiler gecilmistir. Savunma Bakanlig1 tarafindan 9000
yedek askerin seferber edilmesi onaylanmis ve Gazze sinir hatti boyunca kara
birlikleri konuslandirilmistir. Miiteakibinde Hamas {iyelerinin ve liderlerinin
savunma amach tiinellere cekilecegi diislincesi ile 14 Mayis'ta 160 savas ugaginin
katildig1 bir hava saldirisi gerceklestirilmistir. Yaklasik 40 dakika sliren bu hava
saldirisinda, Ozellikle Beyt Lahiya sehri cevresinde olmak {lizere, Gazze'nin
kuzeyindeki 150 hedefe toplam 80 ton patlayiciy1 ihtiva eden yaklasik 450 fiize
atilmistir. Mevcut ¢catismanin belirleyici bir asamasi olmasini umdugu saldirilarda
onlarca Hamas teroristinin 6lduriildigi belirtilmis olsa da aldatmanin Hamas
tizerinde yeteri kadar etkili olmadigl, bircok Hamas mensubunun oéldiirtildigiine
dair hicbir emarenin tespit edilmedigi cihetiyle saldirida beklenilen sonuca
ulasilamadig ifade edilmistir (Global Security, 2021).

Bu operasyon esnasinda giinde ortalama 400 olacak sekilde Israil’in orta ve giiney
yerlesimlerine yaklasik 4360 mermi ateslenmis olup bunun 2014 operasyonundaki
saldir1 rakamlarindan ti¢ kat daha fazla oldugu belirtilmektedir (Gross, 2021). Bu
da Hamas'in 2014 yilindaki Israil operasyonlarindan sonra kendini gelistirdigi ve
giiclendirmeye devam ettigini gostermektedir. Ozellikle bu son operasyon Hamas
ve PIJ'1in hava savunma sistemlerini atlatmak amaciyla yogun roket atislariyla hava
savunma sistemlerini doygunluga ulastiracak bir stratejiyi uygulamaya koyduklari
vurgulanmaktadir (Samaan, 2021). Hamas Israil'in Demir Kubbe sistemini agsmak
amaciyla roket kabiliyetlerini gelistirmeye ve bunlarin kullanilmasi icin stratejik
degisikliklere gitmistir. Demir Kubbe savunma sistemini dakikalar icinde yogun
roket saldirisi altinda birakarak karsilik verme doygunluguna ulastirmaya ve bu
cihetle ayni anda atilan ytizlerce rokete karsilik vermekte zorlanarak savunma
sistemini delmeye yonelik bir yaklasim ortaya koymustur (Ganor, 2021).

12 giin siiren Surlarin Muhafiz1 Operasyonu’nda yaklasik 4360 merminin Israil’e
yonelik ateslendigi, bunlarin 3400’{iniin Gazze Seridi'ni gecerek Israil'in Askelon ve
Asdod yerlesim yerlerini hedef aldig1 ifade edilmektedir. Bu operasyon sirasinda
Demir Kubbe’'nin yerlesim yerlerine yonelen yaklasik 1100 roket ve havan topu
mermilerini basariyla durdurarak %90 oraninda basarili bir énleme sagladig:
vurgulanmaktadir (Elran, Padan, Shenhar & Sofer, 2021). Bu firlatilan roketlerden
yaklasik 180’i yerlesim yerlerine diiserek can kaybina ve énemli maddi hasara
neden oldugu ve giinlik yasami aksattig1 ifade edilmektedir (Orion, 2021). Bu
operasyonda Hamas ve PIJ'in hava savunma sistemlerini doyuma ulastirma
yaklasimi ile ilgili olarak Hizbullah'in yaklasik 150000 Roket/Havan mithimmatina
sahip oldugu goz oniine alinarak Golan tepelerinden de olmak iizere Israil’in birkag

99



Tiirkiye Ortadogu Calismalari Dergisi, 12(1) 2025, 89-120

cepheden saldirtya maruz kalmasi durumunda Demir Kubbe’nin roket ve havan
mithimmatlarini durdurmada zorlanabilecegi degerlendirilmistir (Samaan, 2021).

Surlarin Muhafizi Operasyonu’nun baslatilmasi ile Netenyahu’'nun durumu firsata
cevirmeye calistig1 ve bu sayede savas liderligi roliinii iistlenerek halkin destegini
kazanmaya ve ¢ikmaza giren siyasi durumu asmaya calistig1 ifade edilmektedir
(Hamanaka. 2024). Gazze’de Hamas’a karsi yapilan tiim operasyonlar gibi Surlarin
Muhafizi Operasyonu’'nun da kesin sonuglu belirleyici bir operasyon olmaktan
ziyade caydiria bir operasyon olarak belirtilmektedir (Yadlin, 2021). Israil, bu
operasyonda da iistiin hava giiciine giivenerek hava saldirilarina dayali bir askeri
yaklasim ortaya koymustur. Hava saldirilar1 ve uzaktan kara ates destek
vasitalarin1 kullanarak operasyon boyunca 1500 hedef vurulmustur (Ochaopt,
2021). 21 Mayis 2021’de sonlandirilan bu operasyonda Israil'in 2014 yilindaki
operasyona Kiyasla Gazze'yi ¢ok daha sert bombaladig1 belirtilmektedir (Global
Security, 2021). Ancak Israil, Hamas'in gerek siyasi gerekse de askeri kadrosuna
karsi etkili bir darbe indiremedigi gibi Hamas'in yeralti tiinellerinin yok edilmesine
yonelik tam bir basar1 saglayamamistir (Yadlin, 2021). Surlarin Muhafizi
Operasyonu biiyiik hasara yol acarken Israil’in hava saldirilar1 nedeniyle Gazze'de
253 kisi hayatin1 kaybederken, 1948 kisi yaralanmis, 58 egitim, 28 saglik tesisi
yaninda 769 konut ve ticari yap1 agir hasar gérmiistiir. Israil tarafinda ise 12 kisi
hayatin1 kaybederken, 710 kisi de yaralanmistir (Ochaopt, 2021). Bu operasyonda
da diger operasyonlardan degismeyen hususun geriye biraktig1 zarar ve yikim
oldugu goriilmektedir.

Demir kili¢clar operasyonu

Kassam Tugaylar1 7 Ekim 2023’te Aksa Tufani olarak adlandirdiklar1 yogun roket
atis1 ile Israil'i hedef almistir (Barnea, 2024, s. 1066). Hamas bir onceki
operasyonda tecriibe ettigi kitlesel yogun saldir1 yaklasimiyla ayni anda farkl
istikametlerden cok sayida roket saldiris1 gerceklestirerek Israil'in Demir Kubbe
sistemini agmay1 amaclamigtir. Bu yogun atislarla beraber Israil'in giineyinden
farkl yon ve istikametlerde cesitli ara¢ ve vasitalarla gerceklestirilen sizmalarla
yaklasik 3000 silahli unsurun sinirdan gectigi vurgulanmaktadir (Fabian &
Pacchiani, 2023). israil'in merkezi ve giiney sehirlerine yaklasik 2500 roket
atilirken kara, hava ve deniz yolundan israil i¢lerine sizmalar gerceklestirilmistir
(Breiner, 2023). Israil, baskin tarzinda saldirilarla hazirliksiz yakalanarak
travmatik bir stratejik siirprizle karsi karsiya kalmis olup yaklasik 1.300 Israilli
hayatin1 kaybederken yaklasik 5000 kisi yaralanmis ve 230 iizerinde Israilli rehin
alinarak Gazze'ye gétiiriilmiistiir (Barnea, 2024, s. 1066). Israil’in ¢ok gelismis ve
gliclii bir ordusu olmasina ve milyar dolarlik teknolojik ekipmanlari olmasina
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ragmen diisiik teknolojiye ve daha basit silah sistemlerine sahip Hamas giicleri
karsinda baskina ugramistir (Yilmaz, 2024, ss. 30-31).

Ik sok atlatildiktan hemen sonra Israil, 1973’ten beri ilk kez resmen savas ilan
ederek Hamas’1 yenmek ve rehineleri kurtarmak i¢in Demir Kiliclar Operasyonu’nu
baslatmistir (Barnea, 2024, 5.1067). Demir Kiliclar Operasyonunda Israil, Hamas'n
kiilllerinden tekrar dogamayacagi bir askeri sonucu hedeflemis olup Binyamin
Netanyahu, bu hedefe ulasmak icin gerceklestirilecek savasin zor ve uzun siireli
olacagini ifade etmistir (Yilmaz, 2024, s. 26). Yaklasik 300.000 yedek asker seferber
edilmis (Hamza, 2024) ve temel ihtiya¢ malzemesinin dahi Gazze Seridi’'ne girisinin
engellenecegi tam abluka uygulanacagi ve Gazze’nin tam bir kusatma altina
alinacagl duyurulmustur (Al Jazeera, 2023). Operasyon, Gazze'nin kuzeyinden
baslayip daha sonra merkeze ve giineye yayilan hava saldirilari, deniz ve kara ates
destek vasitalarinin bombardimanlari sonrasinda da kara isgali seklinde
gerceklesmistir.

Israil, ilk asamada Filistinli silahli gruplarin savunma tertibini tespit ve tahrip
etmek, karargah, komuta merkezi, silah depolary, tiinel ve siginaklari ile muhtemel
saldir1 yerlerini etkisiz hale getirmek maksadiyla havadan, denizden ve karadan
yogun sekilde bombalamistir. Ayrica bu yogun bombalama ile silahli gruplarin
direncinin kirilmasi bir yana, insanlar1 bolgeyi terke zorlayarak kara harekati i¢in
bolgenin sekillendirilmesi, istihbarat, lojistik ve diger hazirliklar icin zaman
kazanilmasi da hedeflenmistir. 8 Ekim’de gergeklestirilen hava saldirisinda Gazze
Seridi'nde 426 hedefin imha edildigi belirtilmistir (Bachner, Fabian & Staff, 2023).

Israil, ilk yirmi giin 6zellikle hava kuvvetlerini kullanarak Gazze'yi yogun bir sekilde
bombalamig ve 27 Ekim’de kara harekati safhasina gegmistir. Israil kara birlikleri
topcu destegi altinda savas istihkamcilar1 ve deniz komandolar takviyeli piyade
tugaylarindan olusan iki tiimen seklinde tertiplenmistir. Kara birlikleri ¢ogunlugu
Trophy aktif koruma sistemine sahip Eitan, Namer ve Amerikan M113 ZPT’ler ile
techiz edilmislerdir (Yilmaz, 2024, ss. 26-29).

Hamas gii¢lerinin vur-ka¢ taktikleri cercevesinde bolgesel sizmalar, pusular,
tanksavar roketleri ve dron saldirilar gercgeklestirdigi, bu saldirilarin ¢cogunlukla
da yer altindan kilometrelerce hareket imkani saglayan tiineller kullanilarak
gerceklestirildigi ifade edilmektedir. 2014 operasyonu ile Gazze’de basarili olmak
icin tiinellerin etkisiz hale getirilmesi gerektigini tecriibe eden Israil, tiinellerle
miicadele icin ¢esitli tedbirler gelistirmistir. Bu kapsamda tiinellerde hareket
edebilen, sensorleri sayesinde nesneleri ve bireyleri tespit eden, tuzaklar1 bulup
patlatabilen, kiigiik, atilabilir kesif ve saldir1 robotlarini kullanmistir. israil ordusu
ayrica patlayicilar1 koklamak, tiinel giris-cikislarini bulmak ve silahli bireylere
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saldirmak icin egitimli askeri kopekleri de siklikla kullanmistir (Abuamer, 2024, ss.
11-14).

Demir Kiliclar Operasyonu’'nda Hamas etkili bir medya stratejisi uygulamistir.
Yogun Israil bombardimanina, bélgenin internet ve telekomiinikasyon alt yapisinin
tahrip edilmesine ragmen Hamas, operasyon boyunca Gazze ile ilgili ara vermeden
tiim diinyaya bilgi ve haber gecmeye devam etmistir. Bu sayede Gazze’'deki
miicadeleyi diri tutarken uluslararasi ilginin de Gazze ilizerinde olmasini saglamis
ve Israil’e karsi kiiresel bir tepkinin olusmasinda basarili olmustur (Seurat, 2023).
Hamas’in askeri glicii ve alt yapisinin zarar gérmesine ve Filistinlilerin de ¢ok
biiyiik bedeller 6demis olmasina ragmen Israil’e simdiye kadar tecriibe etmedigi
bir ac1 yasattig) iddia edilmektedir. Hamas, Israil'i beklemedigi bir sok saldiriya
maruz birakmis, Filistin direnis kimliginin yeniden gii¢ kazanmasini saglamistir
(Byman, 2024, ss. 61-62).

BM'nin kayitlarina gore Demir Kiliglar Operasyonu siiresince Gazze Seridi'nde
niifusun %901 yani 1,9 milyon insan yerinden edilmistir. Ayrica 14 Ocak 2025
tarihine kadar da en az 46.645 Filistinlinin yagamini yitirdigi, 110.012 kisinin de
yaralandig1 ifade edilmektedir (UNRWA, 2025). Israilin askeri operasyonu
sonrasinda Gazze'deki 160 bin konutun yikildigi, tiim konutlarin %90’dan
fazlasinin hasar gordiigii ve bu yikim nedeniyle de 50 milyon ton enkazin olustugu
tahmin edilmektedir. Operasyon sonrasti bu enkazin ve patlayicilarin
temizlenmesinin de 20 yili askin bir silirede miimkiin olabilecegi
degerlendirilmektedir (BBC, 2025). 15 Ocak 2025’te onaylanan ateskese kadar
gecen siire icerisinde Israil silahli kuvvetlerinin 831 6lii, 824’ii agir olmak lizere
5.590 yaralis1 oldugu ifade edilmekte olup bu Israil’'in simdiye kadar girmis oldugu
savaslarda tecriibe ettigi en biiyiik zayiat rakamlarini olusturmaktadir (IDF, 2025).
Ayrica operasyonun Israil’e maliyetinin 30 milyar dolardan fazla oldugu
belirtilmektedir (Mercan, 2025).

israil'in Uyguladig1 Askeri Yaklasimlar
Operasyonlardaki benzerlik ve farkliliklar

Yukarida incelenen bes askeri operasyon cergevesinde benzerlik ve farkhiliklar
acisindan ele alinacak ilk faktér operasyonlarin gerceklestirilme nedenidir.
Oncelikle Israil, icra etmis oldugu bes askeri operasyonun gerceklesme nedenleri
baglaminda ilk dért operasyonun benzer olup bolgede meydana gelen gerginlikler
ve karsilikli yasanan saldirilar neticesinde Israil'in askeri operasyonlar icra ettigi
goriilmektedir. Ancak son operasyon olan Demir Kiliclar Operasyonu ise diger
operasyonlardan farkli olarak Israil'in kuruldugu giinden bu zamana ilk kez
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yasamis oldugu ve smirlarin gegilerek Israil topraklarinda gergeklestirilen sok
saldiriya karsilik vermek icin gercgeklestirilen bir operasyon olmustur.

Operasyonlar acisindan ele alinacak diger faktér ise elde edilmek istenen
hedeflerdir. Hedefler bakimindan tiim operasyonlarda Hamas’a hem askeri hem de
siyasi agir hasar vermek, Gazze'den Israil'e karsi gerceklestirilen saldirilan ve
eylemleri engellemek, silahli gruplarin imkan ve kabiliyetlerini azaltmak ve Israil’in
giivenligini korumak olarak goriilmektedir. Bu sayede Israil'in Hamas ve bolgede
silahli unsurlara karsi caydiriciik saglama ve tehdidi belli bir seviyede tutma
hedefinde oldugu gorilmektedir. Ancak Demir Kiliglar Operasyonu’na bakildiginda
ise Israil'in Hamas’a siyasi ve askeri olarak zarar vermek bir yana, insanlar bolgeyi
terke zorlayarak tiim Gazze Seridi'ni isgal etme hedefiyle hareket etmektedir.

Operasyonlarin incelenmesinde diger bir faktor ise operasyonlarda askeri giiciin
kullanilmasidir. Israil’in icra ettigi operasyonlara bakildiginda Bulut Siitunu ve
Surlarin Muhafizi operasyonlarinda sadece hava giiciiniin kullanildig1 kara harekati
safthasina gecilmedigi diger li¢c operasyonda ise hava safhasi ile kara giiciiniin de
etkin olarak kullanildig1 kara safhasina gecildigi goriilmektedir. Kara ve hava
gliciiniin kullanilmasinin disinda Bulut Siitunu ve Demir Kiligclar Operasyonlari’nda
diger operasyonlardan farkl olarak deniz giicii de aktif gorev almistir. Ozellikle
Demir Kiliclar Operasyonu’nda Israil hiikiimeti tarafindan savas kararinin alinmasi
askeri giiclin yogun bir sekilde kullanilmasi ac¢isindan 6nemli bir farklilik
olusturmaktadir. Ayrica Israil'in bolge cografyasinda ayni anda farkh cephelerden
saldirilara maruz kalma ihtimali cer¢evesinde Demir Kiligclar Operasyonu’'nda ABD
donanma gemileri bélgeye gelerek Israil’e kars: gerceklestirilen saldirilara yénelik
Kizildeniz’de hava angajmanini uyguladigi belirtilmistir. Bu kapsamda Israil’e
yonelen baz fiize ve insansiz hava araglarinin (IHA) etkisiz hale getirildigi ifade
edilmistir (Martinez, 2023). Bu durum son operasyonu 6nceki dort operasyondan
farkl kilan diger bir husustur.

Operasyonlar agisindan ele alinacak diger bir faktor ise askeri agidan kullanilan
taktik ve teknikler olup tiim operasyonlarda Israil hava, insan ve sinyal istihbarat
vasitalarindan elde edilen bilgilerle harmanlanan genis bir hedef bankasi
kullanmaya ve hassas mithimmatlar ile nokta wvuruslar gerceklestirmeye
odaklanmistir. Bu kapsamda lider kadrolarin etkisiz hale getirilmesi stratejisinin
uygulanmaya calisildigi ve o6zellikle Hamas ile diger silahli gruplarin lider
kadrolarinin etkisiz hale getirilmesine yonelik hava unsurlar1 tarafindan nokta
saldirilar gergeklestirilmesi dikkat ceken benzerliktir. Israil tarafindan uygulanilan
taktik ve teknikler cercevesinde benzerlik yaratan diger faktor ise saldiri
gerceklestirilmeden dnce belli bir siire dnceden cesitli iletisim vasitalariyla hedefin
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vurulacag ile ilgili bilgilerin verilmesi ve ¢ati tiklama ad1 verilen uyar1 tekniginin
kullanilmasidir. ilk kez 2009’da kullanilmaya baslanilan bu teknik herhangi bir
binanin gercek mithimmatla vurulmadan 6nce patlayicisi alinmis mermilerle hedef
alinarak binanin i¢gindeki insanlarin terk etmelerine yonelik uyari teknigidir (Lister
& Abdelaziz, 2014).

Askeri operasyonlar agisindan benzerlik yaratan diger faktér ise Israil’in
glivenligine kars1 énemli tehditlerden biri olan roket saldirilarina karsi etkin bir
sekilde kullanilan Demir Kubbe savunma sistemidir. Bu savunma sistemi ile roket
saldirillarina karsi operasyonlar boyunca yiiksek oranda basarili miidahaleler
gerceklestirilmis ve 2008’den itibaren her operasyonda Israil'in Demir Kubbe
sistemini hem gelistirdigi hem de say1 olarak arttirdig1 goriilmiistiir. Ancak Aksa
Tufan1 ile Filistinli gruplar aynmi anda c¢ok fazla roketin farkli nokta ve
istikametlerden ateslenmesi sonucu Demir Kubbe sistemini doyum noktasina
ulastirarak belli bir miktar roketin Demir kubbe sistemini gecerek Israil’i vurmasi
lizerine dayali bir yaklasim ortaya koymustur. Jean-Loup Samaan tarafindan
Israil'in giivenligi acisindan ileride girebilecegi ¢cok cepheli bir catismada karsit
giicler tarafindan bu kitlesel yogun saldir1 yaklasiminin kullanilmasinin énemli bir
tehdit olusturabilecegi ifade edilmektedir (Samaan, 2021).

Operasyonlarda kullanilan taktik ve teknikler agisindan farklilik olarak gériilen bir
husus ozellikle Demir Kiliclar operasyonu disinda diger doért operasyonda da
yipratmaya dayali ¢cimleri bicmek olarak adlandirilan taktigin kullanilmasidir. Bu
taktik ile bolgede artis gosteren direnise agir darbeler indirilerek miicadeleyi
yoOnetilebilir seviyede tutmaya gayret edilmektedir. Bu sayede yogun hava
saldirilari ile Hamas ve diger gruplarin direnme ve savasma kabiliyetinin kirilmasi
Israil saldirilarinin temelini olusturmaktadir (Siboni, 2014). Bu minvalde asil amag
diisman1 tamamen bitirecek kadar sert bir darbe indirmek degildir. Cohen’in
aktardignt  gibi  Israilli bir analistin ifadesiyle “Onlar1  hastaneye
yatirmadan kemiklerini kirmak istiyoruz.” (Cohen, 2023) seklinde caydirici ve gegici
bir yaklasim ortaya koyulmaktadir. Cimleri bicmek metaforu diizenli ve mekanik
olarak sonu gelmeden gerceklestirilmesi gereken bir gorevi tasvir etmekte olup
gliney smirindaki direnise karsi Israil’in istikrarl bir sekilde siirekli askeri giice
basvurmasinin ardindaki maksadi agiklamaktadir (Shlaim, 2019). Bunun disinda
Demir Kiliclar Operasyonu’nda ise farkl olarak Israil'in cimleri bicmek taktiginden
ziyade kesin sonugclu bir yaklasimi uygulamaya ¢alistigi goriilmektedir.

Diger bir farklilik ise 6zellikle Bulut Siitunu Operasyonu’'nda Hamas’in gerek siyasi
gerekse de askeri iist dlizey yoneticilerine yonelik gerceklestirilen nokta tarzindaki
operasyonlardir. Israil, tiim operasyonlarda askeri ve siyasi iist diizey yéneticilerin
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tespiti ve etkisiz hale getirilmesi icin istihbarata dayali nokta saldirilar
gerceklestirme gayretinde olmakla beraber 6zellikle Bulut Stitunu Operasyonu’nda
bu taktigin diger operasyonlara gore daha etkili gergeklestirildigi goriilmektedir.
Taktik ve teknik kullanilmasi ile ilgili ifade edilecek diger bir farklilik ise Surlarin
Muhafizi Operasyonu’'nda Gazze Sehri'nin merkezindeki ulusal ve uluslararasi
medya kuruluslarina, TV kanalina ve basin ofislerine ev sahipligi yapan simge
binalarin hedef alinmasidir. Bunun yaninda askeri taktik ve teknik acisindan diger
farklhilik yaratan husus ise Koruyucu Kenar ve Demir Kiliglar Operasyonlari’’nda
gerceklestirilen kara harekat sathasina bagh olarak tiinellere karsi miicadelenin
ortaya koyulmasidir. Bu iki harekatta da IDF tarafindan tiinellerle miicadele
kapsaminda gesitli taktik ve teknikler uygulanmaya ¢alisilmistir.

Operasyonlarda kullanilan askeri giiciin yapist ve teskilatlanmasi bakimindan
Israil'in 2023 rakamlarina gore toplam askerlerinin %27’si aktif gérevli, %73’
yedek askerlerden olusmakta (The Military Balance, 2023, s. 331) olup tim
operasyonlarda da yedek askerlerin goreve cagirilmasi benzerlik olusturan bir
husustur. Bunun yaninda Dékme Kursun, Koruyucu Kenar ve Demir Kiliglar
Operasyonlarinda benzerlik yaratan bir faktor ise kara kuvvetleri agisindan
istihkam, topgu ve istihbarat unsurlar ile desteklenmis piyade ve zirhli gorev
kuvvetlerinin kullanilmasidir. Bu kuvvetlerin kullaniminda ilk operasyonda zirh
korumasina dikkat edilmemisken diger operasyonlarda edinilen tecriibeler
neticesinde zirh korumasi artirilmis ve reaktif koruma sistemleri yerlestirilmis
tank ve zirhli araglarin kullanilmasina dikkat edildigi goriilmektedir.

Israil tarafindan icra edilen bes askeri operasyonun sonuglari agisindan
bakildiginda askeri miidahaleler neticesinde Gazze Seridi'nde yikimlarin
yasanmasl, olenler ile yaralananlarin daha ¢ok siviller olmasi ve sivil yerlesim
yerleri yaninda okullar, hastaneler ve ibadet yerlerinin de hedef alinmis olmasi
dikkat ceken benzerliklerdir. Bu kapsamda ayrim gozetmeme, orantililik ve asiri
glic kullanma gibi uluslararasi savas hukukun temel ilkelerinin ¢ignenmis olmasi
tlim operasyonlarda goriilen diger bir benzerliktir.

Askeri yaklasimlarin degerlendirilmesi

Calismada karsilastirllan bes operasyonda incelenen faktdrler cercevesinde
Israil'in en temel iki askeri yaklasim sergiledigi goriilmektedir. Bu yaklasimlardan
ilki kisa stireli, nokta vuruslu ve yogun bombalamalar ile yipratmaya dayali
caydiricillik doktrininin uygulanmasidir. Cohen ve Scheinmann Israil’in Gazze'de
net ve tatmin edici bir zafere ulastiracak stratejisinin olamayacagini ve bolgede
yegane stratejinin yipratma olacagini ifade etmektedirler (2014). Gazze'de icra
edilen operasyonlarda Israil hem vurus kabiliyetlerini hem de hedef istihbarat
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kabiliyetlerini en iist seviyede kullanmaya ¢alismaktadir. Bu cercevede Israil,
yogun ve etkili hava saldirilar1 gerceklestirerek caydiricilik olusturma
gayretindedir. icra edilen hava saldirilarinda “sok ve korku”! konseptine benzer
sekilde kitlesel olarak diismanin askeri giiciiniin kilit unsurlarin etkisiz hale
getirmek icin iyi hazirlanmis bir istihbarat, hedefleme ve hassasiyet
kombinasyonunu kullanarak en kisa zamanda Filistinli silahl1 gruplarin savasma
iradesinin azaltilmasi hedeflenmistir (Cohen vd. 2017: 41).

Israil tarafindan béyle bir yaklasimin ortaya koyulmasinda Gazze Seridi gibi gerek
niifus ve gerekse de fiziki yap1 yogunlugunun fazla oldugu kentsel bir alanda ve her
tiirli asimetrik teknik ve taktikleri uygulayan gayrinizami silahli guruplara karsi
harekat gerceklestirmenin zorlugundan kaynaklandig1 degerlendirilmektedir. Bu
minvalde Israil operasyonlarda kara safhasina gecmeden nokta istihbaratlar ile
gerek lider kadrolar1 gerekse de askeri, siyasi yonetim alanlari, karargahlari,
depolar1 ve egitim alanlarini hedef almaya ve tehdidi belli seviyelerde tutmaya
calismaktadir. Biitiin operasyonlarda goriildiigii iizere Israil kendisine yénelik
saldirilarin belli bir seviyeye ulastiginda bu tehdide karsi tahammiilii olmadigini,
sert miidahaleler gerceklestirmekten geri durmayacagini ve her tirli askeri
miidahaleyi gerceklestirecegini gostermektedir. Bu baglamda israil, icra ettigi
askeri operasyonlarla Gazze Seridi'nde yipratmaya dayali caydiric bir yaklasim
sergiledigi degerlendirilmektedir.

Israil'in caydiricilik yaklasimini uygularken askeri giiciin dogrudan en iist seviyede
kullanilmasindan cekinmemektedir. “Eger kuvvet ise yaramiyorsa, daha fazla giic
kullanin!” popiiler bir Israil deyisi olup bu konuyu oldukgea iyi tasvir etmektedir
(Shlaim, 2019). Israil'in Hamas’a kars1 kesin bir zafer yerine “Cimleri Bicmek”
stratejisine devam ettigi siirece Filistinli silahli gruplarin giiclenmesini engellemek
ve caydiricilligini siirdiirmek icin yeni operasyonlarin gergeklestirilmesi ihtimali
yiiksektir (Cohen vd., 2017, s. 84). Israil, bu askeri yaklasimla Gazze’deki aktorlerin
gliclenmesine imkan vermeyecek sekilde belli zamanlarda sert miidahaleler
uygulamaktadir. Israil'in simirli kapsamda bir askeri yaklasim uyguladig1 ifade
edilse de her operasyon neticesinde ¢cok agir sivil kayiplara neden olmaktadir. Bu
strateji ile bolgede meydana gelen gerginlik ve tehdit durumu askeri miidahale ile
sonuglanarak birka¢ yillik bir duraganlik saglasa da bolgede kendisine yonelik
radikallesmenin artarak belli siirelerle tekrarlanan bir siddet doéngiisiine
dontistiigl goriilmektedir.

Israilin operasyonlarda ne kadar caydiriclik yaklasimi uygulasa da Gazze
Seridi’'ndeki tiinellerin belirleyici bir faktér oldugu goriilmektedir. Israil, Gazze
lizerinde ne kadar tahrip giicii yliksek hava bombardimanlar1 uygularsa Hamas
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direnisinin giderek daha da fazla yer altina ¢ekilecegini belirtmistir (Weizman,
2012, s. 253). Israil’in Gazze’de gerceklestirilen operasyonlarda tiinellerin ne kadar
o6nemli oldugunu ve tiinellerle miicadele icin ¢esitli tedbirlerin alinmasi gerektigini
2014’teki Koruyucu Kenar Operasyonu'ndan sonra anladigi ifade edilmektedir
(Barak, 2018). Abuamer (2024, s.11) de tiinelleri etkisiz hale getirmek icin hava
bombardimanlarindan ziyade kara miidahalesinin gerekli oldugunu daha énceki
operasyonlar ve son operasyonda da goriildiigii tizere tiinel giris ¢ikislarinin kesfi,
izlenmesi ve imha edilmesini iceren kapsamli ve uzun vadeli bir askeri isgalin
gerekliligine dikkat cekmektedir.

Israil, tiinellerle miicadele icin yeraltindaki kazilar1 ve bosluklar izleyerek tespit
yapabilen Demir Kubbe sisteminin karadaki karsilig1 olarak tasarlanan “Demir
Kazici”"y1 gelistirme calismalarina baslamistir. Koruma sisteminin sensorler ve
vericiler ile yeni nesil robotlar tarafindan tahrip edilmeden 6nce yeralt1 kazilarini
ve bosluklarini izlemek icin kullanilacagi ayrica kritik bolgelerde, 100 metre
derinlige kadar fiziksel bir bariyer yerlestirilecegi ifade edilmektedir. Yaklasik 430
milyon sterline mal olmasi beklenen yeni yiiksek teknolojili kalkanin israil’in Gazze
ile olan sinir1 hatt1 boyunca konuslandirilacag belirtilmektedir (Sridharan, 2014).
Tlnellerle miicadele zorlu bir siirectir, 6zellikle tiinel girislerine tuzaklar
kurulabilir ve yakin temas riski fazladir. Bu durum hem 2014 hem de 2023-2024
operasyonlarinda kanitlandig1 gibi, Israil gii¢leri arasinda fazla can kayiplarina yol
acmustir. Bu nedenle son operasyonda da Israil'in tiinelleri yok etmek icin kara
unsurlarini kullanmaktan ¢ok hava saldirilar1 veya Siinger Bombalar1 kullanmaya
yoneldigi ifade edilmektedir. Bu sayede yiizlerce tlinelin tahrip edildigi beyan
edilse de Filistinli silahli gruplarin her tiineli tekrar tekrar kullandig1 bu cihetle
Israil'in tam bir kontrol saglayamadig1 vurgulanmaktadir (Abuamer, 2024, s. 19).
Bu durumun ortaya ¢ikmasinda silahli gruplarin israil ordusuyla dogrudan
catismaktan kacindigl, Gazze'nin yogun kentsel 6zelliklerinin sagladig1 dengeleyici
etkiden yararlanarak asimetrik bir strateji ile vur-kaglar, pusular, roket ve EYP
saldirlart ile israil ordusuna uzun siireli yipratici bir savunma ortaya koyulmasinin
etkili oldugu degerlendirilmektedir.

Israil'in gerceklestirdigi operasyonlar da dikkat ceken ikinci yaklasim ise kesin
sonuclu bir harekatin gerceklestirilmesidir. Bu tiir bir yaklasimda yipratma temelli
caydiria taktik ve tekniklerinden ziyade diismanin siyasi ve askeri gliciiniin
tamamiyla etkisiz hale getirilmesini ve bdlgenin isgal edilerek, kontrol altina
alinmasini gerekli kilmaktadir. Israil’in kara harekat sathasina gegmeden 6zellikle
yukarida belirtilen tiinel miicadelesinin Israil agisindan ne kadar zorluk yarattig
da goz oniline alindiginda kesin sonuclu bir zafere ulasmasi ve bolgeyi tamamen
kontrol altina almasi olduk¢a zordur. 2008’den bu yana Israil, her operasyonda
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kara harekati icin hazirliklar yapmistir ancak Gazze Seridi gibi yogunlugun cok
fazla oldugu kentsel alanlarda kara harekatinin ne kadar zor bir harekat nevi
oldugu bilindiginden tam anlamiyla basarili bir kara harekati
gerceklestirilememistir. Kentsel alanlarda icra edilen operasyonlar olduk¢a uzun
siireli, zor, yipraticy, riskli ve sayica yogun asker ile zirhli giiciine ihtiyac gdsteren
ozelliklere sahiptir. Bu bakimdan detayli ve uzun siireli hazirlik ve planlamalara
ihtiyac gostermektedir.

Kesin sonu¢lu bir yaklasim cercevesinde kara safhasina gecildiginde goris
mesafesinin oldukca az, yaklasma istikametlerinin fazla ve yakin temas riskinin
kacinilmaz oldugu kentsel alanlarda zirhli araglarin yakin emniyetinin piyade
unsurlari tarafindan alinmasi olduk¢a 6nemli bir taktiksel kuraldir. Demir Kiliglar
operasyonunda her ne kadar yiiksek zirhli ve reaktif koruma sistemlerine sahip
olunsa da tank ve zirhli araclarin piyade korumasi olmadigindan ¢ok yakin
mesafelerden roketli, EYP’li saldirilara maruz kaldigy goriilmiistiir. Ozellikle bu
yakin mesafedeki saldirilarda reaktif ve bosluklu zirhlar ile kafes korumalarina
tesir edebilecek tandem cukur imlali Yasin-105 roketleri kullanilmistir (Ozgen,
2023, s. 115). Yogun kentsel alanlarda icra edilen askeri operasyonlarda tank ve
zirhli araglarin piyade unsurlari tarafindan yakin emniyetinin alinmamasi taktiksel
bir hatadir.

Kentsel alanlarda kesin sonucglu bir harekata girisildiginde g¢atismalarin
yogunlasmasi ve zayiatlar verilmesi durumunda askeri birliklerin yikic1 ve yogun
bir sekilde giic kullanmaya, plansiz ve kontrolsiiz ateslere yoneldigi ifade
edilmektedir (Spencer, 2018). Bu c¢ercevede askeri zayiatlar yaninda israil’in
operasyonlar esnasinda iizerinde durmasi gereken diger bir konu ise Gazze'de
harekat nedeniyle sivil kayiplarin yasanmasidir. Bu hususla ilgili Israil, sivil
hassasiyete dikkat edildigi algisi yaratmaya ¢alissa da ¢alismada yapilan inceleme
ile operasyonun zamani, yogunlugu ve uyguladigi kuvvet yapisi genisledikge
zayiatin, yikimin ve hasarin arttig1 gorilmistir.

Israil’in agir1 giic kullanimini Dahiya doktrini ¢ercevesinde ele alan Balpinar (2018)
calismasinda Israil'in hedeflerine ulasmada ve kendi giivenligini saglamada sivil
hassasiyete 6nem gostermedigini belirtmektedir. Ayrica Israil'in baski ve etkiyi
artirmak amaciyla askeri hedeflerin yaninda sivillerin de vurulmasini iceren askeri
bir yaklasim sergiledigini ifade etmektedir. Bu doktrin cercevesinde Israil
diismanlarini ve kendine tehdit olusturan unsurlar1 tamamen yok etmek veya en
azindan belli bir siire tehdit olusturamayacak sekilde birakacak asir1 giicii
kullanmaktan cekinmeyecegini belirtmektedir. Israil’in kendi ¢ikarlar s6z konusu
oldugunda bu giicii kullanirken mesru miidafaa iddiasiyla etik, ahlak ve vicdan
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kurallar1 bir yana uluslararasi hukuku, savas hukukunu, angajman kurallarini ve
insancil hukuk kurallarini géz ardi etmekten geri durmayacagini vurgulamaktadir
(s. 398). Bu baglamda bolgede siirekli askeri gii¢ lizerinden politika liretmekte olan
Israil'in hedeflerine ulasmada siddet araclarinin ve yontemlerinin kullanilmasinda
orantisiz ve ayirim gozetmeksizin giic kullanmaktan ¢ekinmeyecegi
degerlendirilmektedir.

Michael ve Kwartin (2015, s. 101) israil'in Gazze'deki askeri gii¢ kullanimini ve
uzun yillardir artarak devam eden siddet ¢ikmazini Gii¢ Paradoksu olarak yani
Israil'in askeri giicii onun zayifhigina Hamas'in askeri zayifligi da onun giiciine
doniistigiini ifade etmektedirler. Her operasyon sonrasi Filistinli silahli gruplarin
kendilerini daha da gelistirdikleri (Siboni, 2014, s. 27) ve son operasyonda esir
takasi siirecinde Izzettin El Kassam tiyelerinin hala giiclii bir durus sergilemeleri
(Humaid & Salhani, 2025) bu durumu desteklemektedir. Gazze Seridi'nde vuku
bulan Hamas Israil catismalarinda dogrudan kazanan bir tarafin olmamas: giic
paradoksunu dogrulamaktadir.

Sonug

Gazze'de Hamas ve Israil arasinda gerceklesen askeri operasyonlar tamamen
paradoksa doniismiis durumdadir. Calismada Israil’'in icra ettigi bes operasyonla
ilgili yapilan karsilastirma neticesinde ilk dort operasyonun caydirici temelli bir
yaklasimla miimkiin olan en kisa siirede, yogun ve siddetli askeri saldirilarin
gerceklestirildi§i operasyonlar olarak dikkat cekmektedir. Ozellikle bu
operasyonlarda Gazze Seridi'nin belli bolgelerinde, hava giicii ve uzaktan atis
sistemleri kullanilarak nokta vuruslar gergeklestirilmis olup kara giicti de en az
zayiat verecek sekilde, sinirli olarak belli noktalarda, yakin temasa girmeden
kullanilmigtir. Ancak Demir Kiliclar Operasyonu Israil'in 7 Ekim 2023’teki sok
saldiriya misilleme yapmak ve Gazze Seridi’'nde kesin sonuclu bir zafer elde etmek
amaciyla zaman, mekan ve gii¢ sinirlamasi yapmadan tiim Gazze Seridi'nde askeri
giiclinli yogun olarak kullandig1 bir operasyona dontismiistiir.

Operasyonlarda hangi yaklasim uygulanirsa uygulansin dikkat ¢eken bir husus
uluslararasi savas hukuku kurallarina uyulmayarak boélgede yikim ve tahribatin
arttigidir. Her operasyon neticesinde sivillerin ve sivil yerlesim yerlerin hedef
alindig1 goriilmektedir. Bu yikim ve uluslararasi savas hukuku kurallarinin disina
cikilmas1 diger operasyonlar nazarinda 6zellikle Demir Kiliglar Operasyonu’nda
oldukea yiiksek seviyelere ulasmistir. 14 Ocak 2025 tarihine kadar Gazze Seridi'nin
tamaminda askeri miidahale ile niifusun %90’1n yerinden edilmesine, en az 46,645
Filistinlinin yasamini yitirmesine ve 110,012 kisinin de yaralanmasina (UNRWA,
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2025), konutlarin %90’ 1n tahrip edilmesine (BBC, 2025) neden oldugu ifade
edilmektedir.

Israil, her ne kadar tiim operasyonlar sonrasinda etkisiz hale getirilen silahl
unsurlary, lider kadrolary, fiize /roket mevzilerini, depolarini ve tiinelleri agiklamig
olsa da gercekte tehdit olusturan silahli gruplarin faaliyetleri devam etmektedir.
Bununla beraber Gazze'ye gerceklestirilen operasyonlar sonrasi Filistinli silahl
gruplarin kendilerini daha da gelistiriyor olmalar1 dikkat ¢eken bir noktadir
(Siboni, 2014, s. 27). Bu durum daha 6nce CNN muhabiri Ben Wederman,
tarafindan 2008 yilinda Gazze sokaklarinda elinde silahlarla amatérce dolasan
Hamas elemanlarinin sonralar1 ¢ok daha diisiik profille hareket edip, kendi
bolgesinin avantajlarindan yararlanarak, gerilla taktikleri uygulayan bir yapiya
doniistiigiinii ifade etmistir (Cohen & Scheinmann, 2014). Israil'in operasyonlar
sonrasi olusturdugu etki Hamas ve diger devlet dis1 aktorler agisindan gecici bir
durum olup miiteakibinde yeniden bir toparlanma ve yenilenme siireci sonrasi
direnis tekrar kaldig1 yerden devam etmektedir. 2008 yilindan bu yana Gazze
Seridi'nde her tiirlii askeri miidahaleye ragmen siddetin ve g¢atisma ortaminin
devam ettigi bu cihetle de Israil'in bélgede huzur ve baris ortamini saglayamadig
goriilmektedir. Bu durum askeri ve teknolojik tistiinl{iglin bir sinirinin oldugunu ve
istenilen hedeflere ulasmada yeterli olmadig1 gostermektedir.

Calismada bes operasyon ile ilgili yapilan incelemede Israil’in uzunca bir siiredir
gerceklestirdigi askeri yaklasimlarla Gazze’de siireklilik arz eden bir siddet sarmali
ve catismalar déngiisii icerisinde oldugu goriilmektedir. Israil'in bolgedeki reel
politik hedefleri icin askeri gliciinii kullanarak siddeti yayginlastirmasi basariyi
zorlastirdigi gibi Israil'e karsi direnisin de artmasmna neden oldugu
degerlendirilmektedir. Israil'in gerceklestirdigi her operasyon sonrasi siddet ve
gerilimin yasanmadig1 kisa siireli duragan bir siire¢ yasanmaktadir. Ancak bu
duraganlik gecici olup bolgede karsilikli siddet ve saldirilarin tekrar vuku bulmasi
ile yeni bir askeri operasyon siireci baslamaktadir. Incelemeler cercevesinde ifade
edilen bu husus goéze alindiginda ilerleyen dénem igerisinde Israil'in Gazze
tizerinde yeni harekat ve operasyonlara devam edecegi degerlendirilmektedir.

Bu minvalde Israil'in uyguladigi askeri yaklasimlar cercevesinde artik cimleri
bicmek taktigine dayal caydiricilik doktrininden siyrilarak hedefinin sadece Gazze
olmaktan ziyade ¢evre tlilkeleri de kapsayacak sekilde daha bdlgesel bir hal
alabilecegi tahayyiil edilmektedir. Israil’in son bir yiizyildir bulundugu topraklarda
reel politik hedefleri dogrultusunda askeri giiciinii kullandig1 dikkate alindiginda
ilerleyen zamanda Israil'in bélgede yayillmaci hedefleri cercevesinde cesitli
tedbirler alabilecegi ve yeni operasyonlar i¢cinde olabilecegi tasavvur edilmektedir.
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Extended Abstract

The Arab-Israeli Wars, which started with the establishment of Israel, continued
for about 25 years and each time resulted in Israel's expansion of its own territory.
Since its establishment in 1948, Israel has carried out many military operations
against Palestinian insurgents in the Palestinian territories and in Gaza, as well as
carrying out conventional wars with Arab countries. Within the framework of these
tensions in Gaza, Israel has made the region an uninhabitable place for the
Palestinian people thanks to Operations Cast Lead in 2008, Pillar of Cloud in 2012,
Protective Edge in 2014 and Guardian of the Walls in 2021, and Operation Iron
Swords launched on October 7, 2023.

The problem of the study is that Israel has been in a continuous process of conflict
and military operations within the framework of its realpolitik goals in the Middle
East since the first day of its establishment. In this context, the study aims to
examine the Gaza operations carried out by Israel and to reveal its general military
approaches. In the study, five operations carried out by Israel in Gaza were
examined in detail within the scope of the case study and the military approaches
applied were evaluated. In this context, the study consisted of four parts. In the first
part, within the framework of the political and sociological situation of Gaza, the
infrastructure and development of Israel-Gaza relations and the situation leading
to conflict between the parties are discussed. In the second part, the military
operations carried out by Israel in Gaza since 2008 are examined by considering
factors such as the reasons, objectives, methods of operation, tactics, techniques,
and strategies employed, the structure of the military force used, and the results
obtained. In the third part, the general military approaches applied within the
framework of five operations in the spiral of conflict and violence that has
continued since 2008 are discussed. Subsequently, in the conclusion section,
evaluations were made in the context of Israel's military approaches and future
goals in Gaza.

It is considered that the study will shed light on both the past and the future, as it
is a current subject in terms of content and contains a detailed analysis of the
studies in the literature from a military point of view. In this context, it is imagined
that it can be an important resource for academicians, researchers and people who
want to have information about the subject.

The military operations in Gaza between Hamas and Israel have become a paradox.
Gaza has turn into deadlock as Israel escalates a degree of violence to achieve its
goals. Israel's unlawful use of force, if not directly, but indirectly, allows Hamas and
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the Palestinian people in general to gain international recognition, legitimacy, and
growing global support.

For a long time, Israel has been in a continuous cycle of violence and conflicts in
Gaza with its various interventions and operations. Within the framework of the
latest approaches implemented by Israel, it is seen that it has moved away from the
strategy of mowing the lawn, and that its target is not only Gaza or Hamas, but also
more regional to include the surrounding countries. As a result of the operations
carried out by Israel, it is considered that the ongoing cycle of violence and conflicts
in Gaza will not end soon, and peace will not prevail in the region. In this context, it
is very likely that Israel will engage in new operations within the framework of its
expansionist goals in the region in the future, and it is considered that it will take
measures against those who pose a threat to it in the region and may be involved
in new operations.

Notlar

1 Sok ve Korku Konsepti: dismanin savas alani algisini fel¢ etmek ve savasma isteklerini yok
etmek icin ezici ve ani bir gii¢ kullanimina dayanan askeri bir taktiktir. Ayrintili bilgi i¢cin
bakiniz: Harlan Ullman, James P. Wade, Jr., L. A. Edney, Frederick Franks, Jr., Charles Horner,

Jonathan Howe, and Keith Brendley, “Shock and Wawe: Achieving Rapid Dominance”,
Washington DC, National Defence University, 1996, ss. 19-36.

Makale Bilgi Formu

Cikar Catismasi1 Bildirimi: Yazar tarafindan potansiyel c¢ikar c¢atismasi
bildirilmemistir.

Yapay Zeka Bildirimi: Bu makale yazilirken hicbir yapay zekd arac
kullanilmamuistir.

intihal Beyani: Bu makale iThenticate tarafindan taranmistir.
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Introduction

The idea that media is one of the most powerful tools capable of influencing all
levels of society is widely accepted. Mass communication tools have been used for
many years to shape societal behavior by creating social awareness. As an element
of social reality and due to the impact it creates in the formation of this reality, the
representation of social institutions and phenomena in the media has become a
significant area of research. For these reasons, which will be discussed in more
detail later in this study, this research focuses on the media representation of the
‘Diyarbakir Mothers.” We can begin by explaining what we mean by this term.
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The term ‘Diyarbakir Mothers’ refers to mothers who hold vigils with the aim of
rescuing their children from the PKK based on the claim that their children were
abducted to be recruited by the organization. !

The term ‘abducted’ is used because even if the children consented, it is believed
that this consent was obtained through deception. Additionally, given their age at
the time, they are considered minors, and according to international conventions
and all relevant legal documents, no child under the age of 18 can be conscripted
into armed groups under any circumstances.

The first protest by mothers whose children were abducted to join the PKK began
on May 19, 2014, in front of the Municipality of Diyarbakir. During the 84-day
protest, the families were forced to leave the front of the municipality, leading them
to continue their protest on the sidewalk across from the building (AA News
Agency, 2014). The mothers chose the municipality building as the site of their
protest because they believed that the political party controlling the municipality
was complicit in the abduction of their children. This protest was notable as it
marked the first time Kurdish mothers publicly raised their voices against the PKK.
Through their actions, the mothers accused the HDP (Peoples' Democratic Party)
of facilitating the recruitment of members for the PKK.2 The sit-in, which began in
May, ended in September, influenced by the positive atmosphere of the ‘solution
process.” The ‘Vigil for Children’ protests, which are the focus of this study, began
on August 22, 2019.

On this date, Hacire Akar, who had already lost one son in the mountains and had
her second son abducted by the PKK, went to the HDP provincial office in
Diyarbakir and began a sit-in protest. Hacire Akar declared, "I am here for my child.
The HDP abducted my son. My son entered the HDP building and never came out. |
want my son back. If he isn’t on the ground, they will bring him down from the sky.
I'm not leaving this building until my son is returned." She remained outside the
building for two days, and at the end of those two days, her son, Mehmet Akar, was
handed over to the police (AA News Agency, 2019). Hacire Akar's protest inspired
other mothers, leading to the beginning of the ‘Evlat Nobeti’ (Vigil for Children)
protest, which has continued for nearly five years. During this time, the Diyarbakir
Mothers have been frequently featured in the news. Their protests, as well as visits
by politicians and artists, have been reported, and the anniversaries of the protest
have been covered. Most notably, the reunions between mothers and their children
have been widely publicized. This article focuses on how the Diyarbakir Mothers
were represented in the media during this period. To analyze this, the newspapers
Sabah, Yeni Safak, Cumhuriyet and Sézcii were selected. Sabah and Yeni Safak are
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known for supporting the government's policies, while Cumhuriyet and Sézcii are
known for supporting the opposition. Yeni Safak is recognized as a publication with
Islamist tendency, while Sabah is known for its close ties to the government.
Cumhuriyet was chosen for its Kemalist left-wing stance, and Sézcii for its Kemalist
nationalist opposition stance. In this way, publications close to the government and
those aligned with the opposition were differentiated from each other.

The reason for choosing the media representation of the Diyarbakir Mothers as the
subject of this article is that, despite the high visibility of their protests in the media,
to date, no analysis has been conducted on this topic. A review of the literature
revealed no studies specifically examining news coverage of the Diyarbakir
Mothers. In fact, when academic publications were reviewed, it became evident
that the concepts of the Diyarbakir Mothers or the Vigil for Children have not been
sufficiently addressed, not only in terms of their media representation but also in
other contexts, with few exceptions in the academic literature. Another reason for
focusing on the media representation of the Diyarbakir Mothers in this study is my
background as a journalist, which has allowed me to visit these mothers on
numerous occasions and develop an informed perspective on their portrayal in the
media over time.

The article is structured as follows. First, the background of the Diyarbakir
Mothers' Vigil for Children protest is presented followed by the methodology and
approach used in the study. Hereafter, the findings from the analysis of news
articles in Cumhuriyet, Sozcti, Sabah and Yeni Safak newspapers are discussed.
Finally, the conclusion and evaluation parts are delivered.

Following assumptions guide this study: The Diyarbakir Mothers' Vigil for Children,
which began on August 22, 2019, has continued to the present day, making ita long-
term protest. The frequency of media coverage for such sustained protests has been
influenced by various developments over time and has held the potential to trigger
political and sociological changes. It is assumed that the Vigil for Children, being the
first civilian protest against the PKK in Tirkiye, has received extensive media
attention. One of the key objectives of this study is to determine whether the
protest has been represented in a way that reflects its unique significance.
Conversely, another assumption is that the prolonged duration of the protest may
lead to a decrease in media attention over time.

Additionally, it is assumed that the protest has received greater visibility in media
outlets aligned with the government, where a more supportive tone has been
employed. Conversely, it is presumed that the protest has been covered less
frequently in opposition media outlets, with a more neutral tone, and that, at times,
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some critical coverage may have been given. Moreover, the absence of police
intervention—since the protests do not target the government or the constitutional
order—is expected to decrease the visibility of the protests in the media. As a result,
it is anticipated that the selected content, as well as the rhetoric, syntax, and
terminology used in the media representations, may reflect the ideological stances
of the respective newspapers. The primary assumption of this study is to determine
whether there is a significant difference in the frequency and manner in which the
protests are reported between government-aligned and opposition media outlets.
Additionally, the discourse analysis of the media representation of the Diyarbakir
Mothers' protests aims to reflect the sociological significance of the movement.

Methodology

This study focuses on the media representation of the Diyarbakir Mothers' Vigil for
Children protests. The method of critical discourse analysis (CDA) was employed
to explore how the protests were portrayed in four different newspapers. This
section will discuss why critical discourse analysis was chosen as the methodology
and how it was applied. Discourse analysis is a widely used method in media and
communication studies, shaped by the works of post-structuralist and post-
modern thinkers such as Michel Foucault, Chantal Mouffe, and Ernesto Laclau.
Foucault, in particular, emphasizes the relationship between power and discourse,
arguing that power is not only exercised by the state or institutions and that
discourse is not merely textual. According to Foucault, no relationship is more
universal than that between power and discourse (Foucault, 1999). In studies
examining the interplay of discourse and power across all levels of society,
emphasis is placed on the role of discourse in shaping culture and society, its
historical context, its ideological functions, and its connection to power. Within this
framework, critical discourse analysis enables the examination of news texts as
cultural and political artifacts.

Teun A. van Dijk’s work, as one of the leading scholars in critical discourse analysis,
is particularly noteworthy. Van Dijk approaches discourse analysis on two levels:
macro structure and micro structure. At the macro level, the thematic and
schematic elements of discourse are examined. The thematic structure focuses on
the main topic and theme of the news text, while the schematic structure analyzes
the organization of discourse, such as how sections like the headline, introduction,
body, and conclusion are structured. In this study, the thematic framing of the
Diyarbakir Mothers' actions and the schematic structuring of the news reports will
be analyzed. At the micro level, linguistic, syntactic (sentence structure), semantic
(meaning), and rhetorical (persuasive elements) aspects of discourse are
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examined. This involves a detailed analysis of the language used in news texts,
including the purpose behind word choices, the emphasis on specific words, and
how sentences are constructed using active or passive structures. According to Van
Dijk’s model, discourse analysis comprehensively evaluates the content, rhetoric,
semantics, and narrative of the news text. Critical discourse analysis focuses on
multiple layers, from word choices to sentence construction, from the linguistic
structure of headlines and subheadings to the arrangement of words within the
text. Van DijK’s critical discourse analysis method allows for the examination of the
text within its socio-economic, ideological, cultural, and political contexts, making
it a frequently preferred approach in media studies. The primary level of analysis
in this study will be how the discourse of the Diyarbakir Mothers is presented in
the news and how this presentation reflects the newspaper’s ideological and social
context. In this framework, both macro and micro elements such as whether the
mothers' statements were included or how they were presented, the length of the
news reports, the quality of the visuals used, the linguistic structure of headlines
and subheadings, the emphasis on quotations and emotional tones, the use of active
or passive sentence structures, and whether the agents were obscured, have been
analyzed in detail (Devran, 2010).

To further elaborate on the reasons for adopting the critical discourse analysis
approach in this study, it is important to highlight the following: Teun A. van Dijk,
in his analysis of news as a form of discourse, connects discourse with ideology,
arguing that the conceptual structure that emerges is embedded within a cultural,
political, and ideological historical context (Van Dijk, 2003: 19). Van Dijk also
identifies journalists, writers, academics, and artists as "symbolic elites" within
society. These "symbolic elites" have the privilege of producing and shaping
discourse in ways that influence and articulate social structures. In the context of
this study, journalists and writers—symbolic elites—exercise their power by
making decisions about the style of discourse, the headlines, the choice of words,
what gets quoted, and how sentences are structured. Through these decisions, they
exert influence over society and thus become subjects of sociological analysis.

Critical discourse analysis is often employed in contexts where discourse is shaped
by power structures. When applied to media, it is generally assumed that the
creators of discourse are those in power—such as the state, government, or related
forces and actors. As Foucault argues, the relationship between power and
discourse is unavoidable. However, in today's society, it is clear that there are
power centers beyond state authority, and these can sometimes challenge state
authorities, even exerting considerable influence over the media. These non-state
power groups, using the communication tools available today, can also effectively
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engage in discourse production. In this study, critical discourse analysis will be
applied with the understanding that discourse is not exclusively produced from the
perspective of the state or government. It will also take into account that the
Diyarbakir Mothers, as well as the political actors and organizations they protest
against, possess their own tools for discourse production.

The HDP and PKK, which are the targets of the Diyarbakir Mothers' protest, also
have the capacity and tools to produce their own discourse. However, this study
does not focus on them. Instead, it examines whether the discourse of the protest
and its targeted actors is being reproduced in pro-government and opposition
media outlets. The media outlets were chosen based on their social and ideological
contexts. Rather than selecting publications that directly serve as mouthpieces for
the political party and organization targeted by the protest, the study focused on
opposition outlets that, due to their opposition to the government, are sometimes
perceived as supporting the HDP.

The table below provides an analysis of the news coverage on the Diyarbakir
mothers across several Turkish newspapers, including Anadolu Ajansi (AA), Sabah,
Sozcti, Yeni Safak, Milliyet, Hiirriyet, and Diyarbakir Séz. It compares the number of
articles, publication dates, headlines, and the use of visual elements such as photos
or videos.3
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Table 1

Content and Visual Analysis of Diyarbakir Mothers News Coverage in Selected Turkish
Newspapers

Newspaper
Name

Publication News Website

Date of News

How Many
News Items
Analyzed

News Headlines

Photo/Video
Content

Number
of
Photos

AA Haber
Ajansi

Sabah

Sézcli

Yeni Safak

Milliyet

Hiirriyet

Diyarbakir
Soz

3 2014,2019 aa.com.tr

sabah.com.tr

2019, 2021,
2023

5 2019, 2021,
2022

sozcu.com.tr

5 2019, 2021,
2022, 2023

1 2019 milliyet.com.tr

1 2014 hurriyet.com.tr

1 2021 diyarbakirsoz.co

m
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yenisafak.com.tr

“Seslerini duyurmak igin
oturma eylemi baglattilar”
“Terdre lanet”

“Evlat nobeti devam ediyor”
“Hacire anneden HDP’ye
lanet”

“Oglunun daga kagirildigini
soyleyen annenin HDP’deki
eylemi siiriiyor”
“Meral Aksener’den HDP ve
PKK’ya tek laf etmeden
Diyarbakir annelerine s6zde
destek”

“Evlat nobetindeki babadan
HDP'li vekile sert tepki: Zafer
isaretini ¢ok seviyorsa
Kandil’e gitsin”
“Bagkan Erdogan’dan
Diyarbakir annelerine destek
ziyareti”

“Evlat nobetindeki babadan
HDP’ye lanet”

“Kay1p ogul ortaya ¢ikt1”
“Aksener destek verdi”
“Zafer isareti yapan HDP'li
vekile sorusturma”

“HDP oglumu ¢ald1”
“Kiligdaroglu, Diyarbakir
anneleri ile otelde goriismek
istedi: Bize kumpas kurdu”
“Evlat nobetindeki ailelerden
kacan HDP’li Katircioglu zafer
isareti yapip kiskirtt1”
“Evlat nobetindeki ailelerden
kendilerini ziyaret etmeyen
Aksener’e tepki: Masanin
altindan ¢ekindi”
“Diyarbakir anneleri,
Erdogan’in desteginden
memnun: Gii¢ verdi”
“HDP 6niindeki eylemde 10.
giin: 8 y1l sonra gordii, hemen
oraya kostu”

“Aileler BDP’yi basti, PKK
aciklama yapt1”

“HDP binay1 bosaltt1”

Photo,
Video

Photo,
Video

Photo

Photo,
Video

Photo

Photo

Photo

Photos,
1 Video

4
Photos,
2 Video

3 Photos

4
Photos,
1 Video

2 Photos

2 Photos

1 Photos
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Findings and Levels of Analysis

As previously mentioned, this study focuses on four selected newspapers: Sabah,
Yeni Safak, So6zcii and Cumhuriyet. Sabah and Yeni Safak were chosen because they
are considered pro-government and are assumed to have frequently and
extensively covered the Diyarbakir Mothers' protests. Cumhuriyet and Sézcii were
selected due to their opposition to the government, as they are believed to have
given less coverage to the protests and to have downplayed the organizations and
political parties targeted by the protest in their reporting. The assumptions
underlying this study were discussed in greater detail in the introduction, so this
section will primarily focus on explaining the levels of analysis.

The research utilized news articles available in both physical and digital formats.
Some articles appeared in both print and online versions, while others were only
digitally accessible. Since the goal of the study is to use critical discourse analysis
to identify the discursive, ideological, and social contexts of the texts, it was
important to examine how the same news was reported in different newspapers.
To achieve this, the digital archives of Anadolu Agency (AA) and Dogan News
Agency (DHA) were used. The articles were reviewed, and five key articles were
selected for detailed analysis.

Specific criteria were established for selecting the news articles to be included in
the study. One key criterion was that the selected articles must have been covered
in all four newspapers. Hacire Akar’s visit to the HDP Provincial Headquarters was
included due to its significance as the event that initiated the protests. Additionally,
visits from political figures across different parties were incorporated, as these
were expected to reveal differences in how the newspapers produced ideological
and social discourse. The main criterion for selecting the news articles was their
presence in all four newspapers, based on their newsworthiness. If certain articles
were absent from one or more of the newspapers, this omission was also analyzed
as an additional level of analysis.

Another level of analysis focused on whether the Diyarbakir Mothers’ statements
were included in the news articles, and if so, how they were presented. This aspect
is crucial because many of the mothers explicitly stated that their children were
abducted by the HDP and handed over to the PKK. Analyzing which newspapers
reported these statements and how they were framed offers insights into the
ideological and social contexts of the respective media outlets.

The study examined several factors, including whether the articles received
extensive coverage, whether they included photographs or were brief (single news
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items), the choice of words in headlines and subheadings, whether photos of the
mothers with their children were used, whether direct quotes were included,
whether the purpose of the protest was clearly articulated, whether political
messages were conveyed, whether the text included emotional elements, and
whether passive syntax was employed to obscure the identities of the perpetrators
(Devran, 2010, p. 36). Without engaging in a debate about the legitimacy of power,
the study treated the HDP and PKK as power centers, similar to the government,
police, and public authorities, in terms of their capacity to produce discourse. This
consideration forms the basis for adopting the critical discourse analysis method.

The study explored how the Diyarbakir Mothers' Vigil for Children protests were
represented in the selected newspapers, specifically investigating whether the
newspapers' editorial choices reproduced their own ideologies through the news
articles. To do this, Van Dijk’s critical discourse analysis framework was applied to
the news texts. In the conclusion, the study sought to understand how the
ideological and social narratives were constructed based on how these newspapers
handled the related news coverage.

Background of the Vigil for Children Protests

This section provides an overview of the Diyarbakir Mothers' Vigil for Children
protests, focusing on how the movement began, its objectives, the reasons cited by
the families, and the current state of the protests. The analysis in this study centers
on news articles about the protests that began in 2019. However, these were not
the first protests by Kurdish mothers against the HDP and PKK. The initial protest
occurred in May 2014, when the families of two 15-year-old high school students
initiated the movement (AA News Agency, 2014).4 The families claimed that their
children had been abducted by the PKK and stormed the provincial headquarters
of the BDP, the predecessor of the HDP. In response, the PKK issued a statement
through its affiliated news outlets, asserting that the children had not been
abducted but had voluntarily joined the organization.5 The PKK further alleged that
the state, unable to prevent these joinings, had coerced the mothers into protesting
as part of a psychological warfare tactic (Hiirriyet, 2014).

The protest initiated by two families quickly expanded. Nearly 100 families
continued the protest, first in front of the Municipality of Diyarbakir and, after
intervention by municipal officers, in tents they set up on the median across from
the building. This marked the first protest by mothers against the PKK and HDP.
Until then, the most well-known mother-centered protest was the ‘Saturday
Mothers’ whose target was the state, as they claimed their children had been
disappeared after being taken into custody by state forces.6 In contrast, the
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Diyarbakir Mothers' Vigil for Children targeted the PKK and the HDP, whom they
accused of abducting their children and handing them over to the PKK. This initial
protest ended on September 7, 2014, after 84 days, partly due to the positive
atmosphere created by the ongoing peace process. During the period between May
and September, some families were reunited with their children, marking the first
time that Kurdish mothers had raised their voices against the PKK. Between 2014
and 2019, the peace process ended, and Tirkiye experienced a period of frequent
terrorist incidents. As the peace process concluded, a wave of intense terrorist
attacks—partly responsible for its collapse—occurred, leading to heightened
public backlash against the terrorist organization. In response, large-scale ‘Curse
Terror, Invite Brotherhood’ rallies were held in several cities, including Bingdl,
Elazig, Agri, Tunceli, Van, Hakkari, Mus, Bitlis, and Batman (AA News Agency,
2019).

The second protest by mothers demanding the return of their children from the
HDP and PKK, which is the focus of this study, began in this atmosphere. On August
22, 2019, Hacire Akar went to the HDP Diyarbakir Provincial Headquarters,
declaring that the HDP had abducted her son and that she would not leave without
him. Frequently referred to in news reports as ‘Mother Hacire,” Hacire Akar had
previously lost another son who had joined the PKK in the mountains. Believing
that her second son, Mehmet Akar, had also been abducted by the PKK, she went to
the HDP headquarters. She began her protest by stating, "l am here for my child.
The HDP abducted my son. He entered the HDP building and never came out. | want
my son back. If he isn’t on the ground, they will bring him down from the sky. I'm
not leaving this building until my son is returned.” (AA News Agency, 2019). On the
second day of her protest, her son Mehmet Akar was handed over to the authorities.
The protest initiated by Hacire Akar has continued for five years.

Hacire Akar inspired other mothers, leading to a significant increase in the number
of participants in the Vigil for Children, similar to what occurred in 2014. The choice
of the Diyarbakir HDP Provincial Headquarters as the protest site carries symbolic
significance, as it reflects the mothers' belief that the HDP handed their children
over to the PKK. The HDP headquarters, already a politically charged location,
became a focal point of the perceived connection between the HDP and PKK
through this protest. Similarly, in 2014, mothers had stormed the BDP Diyarbakir
Provincial Headquarters to express their anger. The HDP, uncomfortable with this
association, eventually vacated the building under the pretext of renovations
(Diyarbakir S6z, 2021). Although the families occasionally held protests in other
locations, this site retained its symbolic importance for their cause.
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Violent organizations cannot sustain themselves solely through strong ideologies;
they must recruit new generations to survive. For terrorist organizations and
extremist groups, securing the participation of young people is vital. Reports
indicate that around 3,000 children are in PKK camps, with some as young as 8-9
years old receiving weapons training (Oztiirk, 2019, pp. 8-9).” These organizations
depend on civilian networks to recruit members, which is why it is significant that
families are demanding their children back from the HDP Provincial Headquarters.
According to the families, HDP-affiliated municipalities have "deceived" or
"forcibly" recruited their children into the organization through activities such as
picnics (Milliyet, 2019).8 The PKK’s ability to maintain the socialization achieved
through the politicization of Kurdish identity hinges on recruiting new generations.
The Syrian civil war has provided an opportunity for this. Even Kurds who do not
support the PKK have reported that young people and children have been taken to
the mountains, given certain training, and then sent to fight in Syria, either through
HDP-affiliated municipal cultural and arts centers or directly.®

It is also alleged that the organization has trained abducted youths in Syria. Some
families have claimed that their children were taken to Syria to join the YPG, while
others reported that the last news they received placed their children in Syria.
Reports from the UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Syria
indicate that the YPG has recruited boys and girls as young as 12 years old into the
organization. These allegations are significant as they underscore the organic
relationship between the PKK and YPG. These protests have been frequently
covered in the Turkish press. However, it is noteworthy that these events have
received little to no coverage in international media outlets that closely follow
developments in Tiirkiye. Although this aspect is beyond the scope of this study, it
is important to consider whether international media have reported on the
Diyarbakir Mothers' protests. For instance, major international news agencies with
extensive networks in Tirkiye, such as Reuters, AFP, and AP, did not cover the
protests (Atlas, 2020, pp. 190-192). In BBC and DW reports, young Kurdish women
fighters joining the fight against ISIS are often portrayed as ‘freedom fighters’,
ignoring the fact that many of them are under 18 and therefore underage (BBC,
2014). While the Syrian civil war has served as a tool for the PKK-YPG to legitimize
themselves, the reality of children being conscripted into armed conflict has been
overlooked, despite international conventions. Although the Diyarbakir Mothers'
protests, which began in 2019, have received no coverage in Western media, they
have been extensively covered in Turkish media. However, there are notable
differences in how and how frequently these protests have been reported by
various media outlets in Tiirkiye. This observation forms the basis of this study.
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There are numerous international agreements and legal documents, such as the
1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, the 1949 Geneva
Conventions, and the 2007 Paris Principles, which explicitly state that children
cannot be recruited or used in armed conflict (Kekevi & Kiligoglu, 2016, p. 483).10
These documents clearly emphasize that children should not be used even in
support roles behind the front lines (Siimer, 2018, p. 12). Despite this, the UN
Security Council has acknowledged that the PKK uses child soldiers, and on October
5, 2013, the PKK signed the "Deed of Commitment for the Protection of Children
from the Effects of Armed Conflict," proposed by the Geneva Call, a civil society
organization. The YPG also signed this commitment. However, the number of
children recruited by the PKK and YPG has not decreased; instead, it has increased.
According to the "Who Are These in the Mountains?" study by the Economic Policy
Research Foundation of Tirkiye (TEPAV), 42% of the PKK’s recruits are under the
age of 18, and 9% are under the age of 15 (Ozcan & Giirkaynak, 2012). Aytekin
Yilmaz, who served 10 years in prison for supporting the PKK, claims that Kurdish
families are forced to give at least one child to the PKK. Those who refuse have
their children forcibly taken to the mountains. This has been the case since the
1990s. Yilmaz attributes the delay in families' reactions against the PKK and its
affiliated political parties to the distance between the state and the Kurds during
the 1980s and 1990s (Yilmaz, 2019, pp. 10-11). This situation has made families
hesitant to report their missing or abducted children to the authorities (Alptekin
etal,, 2022, p. 71).

Representation of the Vigil for Children Protests in the Media:
Findings

In this section, a discourse analysis is conducted on the representation of the
Diyarbakir Mothers' Vigil for Children protests in the media, focusing on news
articles from Sabah, Yeni Safak, Cumhuriyet and Sézcii newspapers. The analyzed
articles were selected from the archives of Anadolu Agency (AA) and Dogan News
Agency (DHA), with attention given to how these articles were covered in the four
newspapers. AA and DHA were chosen as primary sources because they reported
nearly every development related to the protests comprehensively, and most other
newspapers frequently relied on these agencies for their coverage. This approach
allowed for an examination of how the same news was presented differently across
various newspapers.

To this end, the digital archives of AA and DHA were utilized. As mentioned in the
methodology section, the selection of news articles was based on their prominence
and whether they were deemed significant enough to be covered by all newspapers.
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The study examined how the same news was reported across different newspapers,
focusing on how the discourse surrounding the Diyarbakir Mothers varied between
selected outlets. The analysis primarily looked at how the visits of political figures
to the Diyarbakir Mothers were reported, with particular focus on the visits by
President Erdogan, Meral Aksener, and Kemal Kilicdaroglu. Additionally, the
coverage of the HDP Member of Parliament, Erol Katircioglu, making a victory sign
in front of the Diyarbakir Mothers was analyzed. Lastly, reports on Hacire Akar’s
visit to the HDP Provincial Headquarters—considered the starting point of the Vigil
for Children protests—were included to reflect the significance of the protests.

News articles from the digital archives of AA and DHA were reviewed to determine
their presence in either the print or digital editions of the four newspapers under
study. The absence of an article was recorded as data. For published articles,
discourse analysis focused on the size of the coverage, language used in the
headlines and text, whether the perpetrators were obscured, the inclusion of the
mothers’ statements, the mention of the protest’s purpose and target, the presence
of photos of the mothers and their children, and any political messaging.

Analysis of the Protest’s Purpose and Targets

The analysis began by examining how Hacire Akar’s sit-in protest in front of the
HDP Diyarbakir Provincial Headquarters—initiated after she claimed that HDP
members had handed her son over to the PKK—was reported. This news story was
covered by all four newspapers. However, Cumhuriyet focused more on the return
of Akar’s son rather than the start of her protest. The headline read, “Her Son
Returned, the Protest Ended,” with no mention of the PKK or terrorist organization
in the subheading. The omission of the protest’s purpose suggests an attempt to
downplay the responsibility of the PKK and HDP. (S6zcti, 2019)

In the article (S6zctii, 2019) the sentence “On the third day of the protest, Mehmet
Akar went to the police station, stating that he ‘was not missing.” While his
statement was being taken, Hacire Akar left the HDP provincial headquarters to see
her son” uses the phrase “was not missing” in quotation marks, subtly undermining
the claim that her son was abducted by the HDP and taken to the mountains by the
PKK. The article does include a photo of Hacire Akar sitting in front of the HDP
Diyarbakir Provincial Headquarters, but the HDP sign is not visible in the image.

In Cumhuriyet, articles about Hacire Akar make a deliberate effort to avoid
establishing a connection between the HDP and PKK, especially in the headlines
and subheadings. The accusatory statements made by Akar and her family against
the HDP are presented in quotation marks, without additional commentary.
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Similarly, Sézcii newspaper did not report on Hacire Akar’s protest when it began
but only after her son was handed over to the authorities. On the first day of the
protest, Hacire Akar went to the HDP Provincial Headquarters, declaring, "I am here
for my child. The HDP abducted my son. He entered the HDP building and never
came out. [ want my son back. If he isn’t on the ground, they will bring him down
from the sky. I'm not leaving this building until my son is returned.” (Yeni Safak,
2019). She then shattered the glass doors of the building, an incident that received
extensive coverage in the Turkish media. However, in both newspapers, the
intensity, target, and reasons for Akar’s protest were buried within the details
following the news of her son’s return to the authorities (AA News Agency, 2019).

In Sozcii's headline, "Missing Son Found, Protest Ends with 'Incident," and the
subheading, "She Ended the Protest on the Third Day After Her Son Was Found," it
is clear that the newspaper aimed to emphasize the notion that "they were reunited
and the issue was resolved," rather than highlighting the purpose and claims of the
protest (Sozcii, 2019). The use of the term "missing" instead of "abducted" further
depersonalizes the act, omitting the perpetrator. Sézcii also reported on the
altercation between Hacire Akar and HDP members, featuring both a photo of Akar
sitting and one of the scuffle. The photos were close-ups, with none showing the
HDP sign in the background.

When examining how the same story was covered in Yeni Safak and Sabah
newspapers, several key differences emerge. Both newspapers not only reported
on Hacire Akar’s initial protest but also covered related developments, such as the
president’s phone call to Akar, her nomination for the Nobel Prize, and interviews
with her. The headlines in these newspapers directly addressed the purpose and
cause of the protest by using phrases like “HDP stole my son,” clearly identifying
the perpetrator (Yeni Safak, 2019). Unlike Sozcii and Cumhuriyet, Yeni Safak
provided extensive coverage of Hacire Akar’s statements, thereby emphasizing the
connection between the HDP and PKK.

In the article, statements from Hacire Akar such as, “I came here for my child. The
HDP stole my son. He entered this building and never came out. | want my son back.
Whether they find him on the ground or bring him from the sky, they need to return
my son. If they don’t, I will stay here. They drugged him, took away his senses (...
They talk about human rights. Where are these human rights? How can they take
young men, just 20 days away from their wedding? This is the third time they’'ve
done this. They took two before, and this is the third. Every year, they take one. I
raise them, and as soon as they turn 16 or 17, they take them away (...) They called
him, I took his phone, and they called him. They said, ‘Come to the provincial
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headquarters.” Isn’t this the provincial headquarters? He came here yesterday
morning,” (Yeni Safak, 2019) are highlighted to underscore the accusations against
the HDP, the emotional toll on the mother, the severity of the situation, and the
claim that the HDP facilitated the PKK’s actions. Notably, the article emphasizes
Akar’s statement that her other children were also abducted by the PKK. The report
is further supported by comments from human rights organization
representatives, stressing that the HDP, as a political party, is violating human
rights by aiding a terrorist organization.

Among the media outlets, Sabah newspaper provided the most extensive coverage
of Hacire Akar’s protest. The headlines frequently featured terms like “HDP,”
“rebellion,” “curse,” “mountain,” and “terror.” The emphasis and choice of words in
both the headline and subheadline, or "spot,” are particularly significant from a
discourse analysis perspective. This suggests that Sabah focused on the reasons
and targets of the protest, framing its reports to directly target the PKK and HDP,
much like the protestors themselves. For example, in an article titled “Hacire
Mother’s Curse on HDP,” it was highlighted that Hacire Akar expressed her anger
in Kurdish, saying, “May their home be destroyed, may their door be sealed shut.
They left me without children.” (Sabah, 2023). This report not only featured a
mother’s curse against the HDP but also emphasized that she spoke in Kurdish—a
detail other newspapers did not highlight. This emphasis suggests an attempt to
convey that the HDP and PKK should not be associated with Kurdish identity. In
another article titled “Sit-in Protest by Hacire Akar, Mother Rebelling Against HDP,”
the terms “rebellion,” “mother,” and “HDP” are used in the headline, making it clear
from the outset that the newspaper’s coverage was supportive of the mothers’

protest (Sabah, 2019).

Unlike other newspapers, Sabah provided extensive coverage of what Hacire Akar
did before arriving at the HDP Provincial Headquarters. The article states;

“She did not return home after leaving on Wednesday. The family, while
examining the cellphone left at home by her sons who work in construction,
discovered messages urging participation in protests following the removal
of the Diyarbakir Metropolitan Mayor and the appointment of a trustee. It
was determined that Akar had last spoken with an employee at the HDP
Provincial Headquarters. Following this, Hacire Akar filed a complaint
against the HDP members and went to the party’s provincial office in the
Selahaddin Eyyubi neighborhood. She broke the glass door with a hammer
and declared that she would not leave until her son, Mehmet Akar—whom
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she claimed had been abducted by the HDP and taken to the mountains—
was returned, beginning her sit-in protest.” (DHA, 2019).

This narrative carries stronger rhetorical elements compared to other newspapers.
Additionally, unlike other outlets, Sabah included a photo of Hacire Akar where the
HDP Provincial Headquarters sign is clearly visible.

The Construction of Power and Opposition Discourses as an Analysis
Level

As mentioned earlier, the discourse analysis of news articles linking the Diyarbakir
Mothers with political figures is particularly insightful. This analysis, therefore,
focuses on articles involving President Erdogan, then-iYI Party leader Meral
Aksener, and then-CHP leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu. In Cumhuriyet newspaper, the
article titled “Aksener Supports Mothers Protesting in Diyarbakir” highlights
Aksener’s criticisms of the ruling party, emphasizing accusations of insincerity
(Cumhuriyet, 2019). The article not only underscores Aksener’s support for the
mothers but also suggests that the Diyarbakir Mothers are being exploited by the
ruling party. Aksener’s following statement;

“The mothers whose children were abducted by the terrorist organization
are holding vigil in front of a party building in Diyarbakir with tears and
longing... It's not just these mothers who are crying, but the entire nation.
The anguish is shared by 82 million people. As a mother and a politician
who has served as the Interior Minister of the Republic of Tiirkiye, I warn
you: the solution to these mothers’ cries does not lie at the door of a political
party, but at the door of the state. If the mothers of this country must seek
relief for a pain that the state should resolve at the door of a political party,
then the ruling party and its media must reflect and answer this question:
In a country governed with competence, would a mother look to a party or
to the state for the future of her child?” (Cumhuriyet, 2019)

shifts the focus from the Diyarbakir Mothers' demands to criticisms of the ruling
party. The article extensively covers Aksener’s statements, with subheadings like
“The government should pursue those causing pain to our nation instead of taking
revenge for the election” and “Mothers are saying ‘Give us back our children.” This
editorial choice portrays the government as ineffective against the PKK and
suggests that the ruling party is not genuinely concerned about the mothers' plight.
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Sézcti newspaper published the same story with similar emphasis but in a shorter
version. The headline, “Aksener Supports Mothers in Diyarbakir!” carries the same
positive tone. In the subheadline and within the article, Aksener’s statements, “The
solution to these mothers’ cries is not at the door of a political party but at the door
of the state” and “This is a failure of governance” are highlighted (S6zcii, 2019). In
both articles, Aksener’s remark, “As a politician who has served as the Interior
Minister of the Republic of Tiirkiye, I warn you,” is included to reinforce her
criticism of the ruling party. A significant portion of her speech is quoted directly
in the article, while the editorial comment adds that “Aksener emphasized that the
state’s duty is not to exploit this desperation for propaganda but to fulfill its legal
responsibilities and reunite the mothers with their children.” (Sézct, 2019)

In Yeni Safak and Sabah newspapers, Meral Aksener’s statement regarding the
Diyarbakir Mothers was reported with phrases like “So-called support,” “Didn’t
utter a word against the PKK and HDP...,” and “Hesitant under the table.” Sabah
published the story under the headline, “Meral Aksener’s So-called Support for
Diyarbakir Mothers Without a Word Against HDP and PKK,” with the subheadline,
“IP Chairwoman Aksener has remained silent for days in the face of the grieving
mothers’ cries” (Sabah, 2019). The editorial comment, “It is noteworthy that
Aksener did not mention the PKK or its political extension, the HDP, even once in
her statement, instead suggesting that ‘The solution to these mothers’ cries is not
at the door of a political party but at the door of the state,” thereby targeting the
state rather than the HDP,” indicates how the newspaper framed Aksener’s
statement as support for the HDP and PKK rather than for the Diyarbakir Mothers.
Additionally, the term “support” was given a negative connotation by prefacing it
with “so-called.”

Yeni Safak did not report on Aksener’s statements directly, neither positively nor
negatively. Instead, it focused on the families' reactions to her failure to visit them.
The headline, “Reaction from Families on Vigil to Aksener Who Didn’t Visit: Afraid
of the Table,” references the political alliance known as the “Six-Party Table.” The
phrase “Afraid of the Table” suggests that the HDP is the hidden partner in this
alliance and that Aksener avoided visiting the Diyarbakir families because of it
(Yeni Safak, 2023). The article included a photo of Meral Aksener superimposed
over an image of the mothers on vigil, with the caption, “Aksener did not visit the
families on vigil during her trip to Diyarbakir.” Photo captions, much like headlines
and subheadings, are crucial in understanding how a story is framed and the
message it intends to convey. In the subheading, the article notes that the families
expressed disappointment that Aksener, despite being in Diyarbakir, did not visit
them. One mother is quoted saying, “As a mother, she ignored the families who have
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been fighting for their children here for months. She didn’t visit because she was
afraid of the table.” Another mother’s statement in the article reads, “Ms. Aksener
often speaks about being a mother and claims she understands women's struggles
better than anyone. Aren’t we women? Aren’t we mothers? Why, like the HDP, has
she ignored our voices for four years? If she had come, we would have told her what
we’ve been through. She shouldn’t call herself a mother.” (Yeni Safak, 2023). This
criticism of Meral Aksener targets both her role as a mother and her alleged ties to
the HDP.

Another news story analyzed in this study involves HDP MP Erol Katircioglu
making a victory sign as he left the HDP Provincial Headquarters, directed at the
Diyarbakir Mothers. While Sabah and Yeni Safak reported the incident with
headlines like “Reaction to HDP MP” and “Provoked with Victory Sign,” Sozcii
emphasized the investigation rather than the act itself with the headline,
“Investigation Launched Against MP Who Made Victory Sign.” Cumhuriyet did not
cover the incident at all.

Sabah's headline read, “Father on Vigil Harshly Reacts to HDP MP: If He Loves the
Victory Sign So Much, He Should Go to Kandil” (Sabah, 2021). By directly quoting
the words of the Diyarbakir families in the headline, the newspaper amplified the
impact of the statement, while the phrase “He Should Go to Kandil” underscored
the connection between the HDP and PKK. The article included a photo of Erol
Katircioglu making the victory sign and reported that the families on vigil asked the
MPs leaving the HDP headquarters, “Where is our child?” It also noted that the MPs
did not respond and that Katircioglu made the victory sign in response, prompting
a grieving father to say, “What can you expect from an MP who flees from his own
Kurdish people and cannot even address them?” (Sabah, 2021). The subheadline,
“They Didn’t Listen to the Families on Vigil,” was used to emphasize this point. The
article also mentioned that an investigation had been launched against Katircioglu.

Yeni Safak took a critical stance in its headline, “HDP’s Katircioglu Provokes
Families on Vigil with 'Victory Sign' After Avoiding Them,” emphasizing the words
‘avoiding,’ ‘victory sign,” and ‘provokes’ (Yeni Safak, 2021). The article stated, “HDP
members continue to provoke the families who have been holding a vigil in front of
the HDP Diyarbakir Provincial Headquarters for 507 days, demanding the return of
their children abducted by the PKK. As he left the building, HDP’s Katircioglu
ignored the families' question, ‘Where is our child?’ and instead made a 'victory
sign,’ escalating the tension.” The language clearly emphasizes that the MP's actions
were the cause of the tension.
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Sézcii newspaper, under the headline “Investigation Launched Against HDP MP,”
presented the news with more straightforward language (So6zcii, 2021). The article
described the reason for the Vigil for Children protest by stating, “In Diyarbakair,
192 families continue their protest on the 507th day in front of the HDP provincial
building, demanding the return of their children abducted by the PKK.” Additional
details, such as “Intense security measures were taken” and “An investigation has
been launched by the Diyarbakir Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office against HDP
Istanbul MP Erol Katircioglu, who made a victory sign,” were reported without
further commentary.

Another article well-suited for critical discourse analysis involves then-CHP leader
Kemal Kiligdaroglu’s interaction with the Diyarbakir Mothers. Pro-government
media outlets focused on headlines such as “Kiligdaroglu didn’t visit the families,
summoned them instead, and the families’ reactions,” while opposition media
framed it as “Kilicdaroglu’s visit to the Diyarbakir Mothers” (Cumhuriyet, 2022).

Cumhuriyet published a headline stating, "Kilicdaroglu Met with the 'Diyarbakir
Mothers," emphasizing in the article that Kiligdaroglu listened to the demands and
expectations of the mothers (Cumhuriyet, 2022). The term 'Diyarbakir Mothers'
was placed in quotation marks. The newspaper also released a separate article
detailing Kilicdaroglu's visit to Diyarbakir. The meeting with the Diyarbakir
Mothers was reported separately from the news about his visit to Diyarbakir. This
suggests that public concerns about Kilicdaroglu not visiting the Diyarbakir
Mothers were acknowledged, and there was an effort to address these concerns.

Sézcii reported the same event with the headline, "Kiligdaroglu Met with Families
Holding a Vigil for Their Children" (S6zcti, 2022). While Cumhuriyet used quotation
marks around the term 'Diyarbakir Mothers,' S6zcii did not use quotation marks
for the phrase 'vigil for their children.' By choosing the warmer phrase 'vigil for
their children,' Sézcii sets itself apart from Cumhuriyet. Although both newspapers
aimed to strengthen the opposition narrative through the Diyarbakir Mothers,
Sézcti provided a more comprehensive coverage of the mothers' actions, giving
greater emphasis to the aims and objectives of their protest.

Yeni Safak ran the headline "Kiligdaroglu Wanted to Meet the Diyarbakir Mothers
at a Hotel: 'He Set a Trap for Us'," presenting the story in a way that emphasizes
Kiligdaroglu’s failure to visit the Diyarbakir Mothers and highlights the families'
strong reactions to the proposed hotel meeting (Yeni Safak, 2022). The phrase "he
set a trap for us," quoted from one of the families, indicates that the article is
designed to create a critical narrative against Kilicdaroglu. The report includes a
quote from the Diyarbakir Mothers: "The place where you should meet us is not a
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hotel but in front of the HDP Diyarbakir provincial office, because our children were
abducted from there." The families accused Kiligdaroglu of setting a trap and
directed harsh criticism towards him. This not only questions Kiligdaroglu's
sincerity but also implies that he is avoiding confrontation with the HDP. The same
story was published in the print edition the following day under the headline, "Not
at the Hotel, Come to the HDP’s Front." No related report was found in Sabah
newspaper.

President Erdogan's statements, visits, and remarks about the Diyarbakir Mothers
have been widely reported across various media outlets. In this study, his direct
visit to the families in Diyarbakir was taken as an example, focusing on how his
2021 visit was covered by four different newspapers. Cumhuriyet ran the headline,
"Erdogan Visited the Diyarbakir Mothers: We Will Pursue This to the End"
(Cumhuriyet Gazetesi, 2021). In the subheading, the phrase "AKP's President
Tayyip Erdogan" was used, emphasizing his role as the leader of the AK Party rather
than his position as the highest representative of the state. Although Erdogan's
strong statements linking the PKK and HDP were included in the article, these
remarks were placed in quotation marks, which can be interpreted as the
newspaper distancing itself editorially from the President's comments. The report
was also accompanied by photographs of the President alongside the families.

Sézcii covered President Erdogan's visit to the Diyarbakir Mothers within a broader
article titled "Erdogan's Statement on the Peace Process," addressing it under a
subheading (Sozcii, 2021). Instead of focusing on Erdogan's meeting with the
mothers holding a vigil for their children, S6zcii emphasized the messages he
delivered during the visit, linking them to the "peace process." The subheadings
also highlighted this theme with phrases like "What we told you in 2005, we still
stand by today" and "We talked about peace, we talked about resolution." These
editorial choices suggest that Sdzcii intended to create the impression that the AK
Party and Erdogan might be considering a return to the peace process.

In contrast, Yeni Safak and Sabah newspapers covered the same event much more
extensively. Both newspapers gave special attention to Erdogan's visit to the
Diyarbakir Mothers, featuring numerous photographs from his meeting with them.
Yeni Safak enriched its coverage with exclusive interviews with the mothers,
publishing the story in its weekend supplement under the headline "Diyarbakir
Mothers Grateful for Erdogan's Support: He Gave Us Strength" (Yeni Safak, 2021).
The article highlighted the mothers' words about the president, with quotes like
"Our President sheltered us and stood by us. We will not give up our struggle until
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we get our children back," "He listened to each of us individually,” and "He gave us

hope.”

Sabah similarly highlighted the portion of Erdogan's visit to Diyarbakir that
involved the Diyarbakir Mothers. In an article titled "President Erdogan's Support
Visit to the 'Diyarbakir Mothers'," it was noted that Erdogan was "welcomed with
great affection and applause by the families," and that he stated, "We have never
given up on this, and we never will" (Sabah, 2021).

Conclusion

This study aimed to analyze the media representations of the ‘Diyarbakir Mothers’
and to reveal how newspapers with different political and ideological stances
approached this social event. The findings clearly demonstrate the media's
powerful role in shaping public perception. Through the use of critical discourse
analysis, this research highlights how the media frames social events according to
their ideological positions and how they influence their readers' perceptions.
Indeed, the ideological stances and political preferences of media outlets are
decisive in their coverage of social events. In our study, we focused on the actions
of the Diyarbakir Mothers to illustrate this differentiation. Yeni Safak and Sabah
newspapers, in their extensive coverage, presented a narrative that supported the
protests, aimed to enhance the social legitimacy of the movement, and aligned with
the government's policies. In contrast, Sézcii and Cumhuriyet newspapers provided
more limited coverage of the protests, focusing on how the events were perceived
by the opposition. The reports on the actions of Hacire Akar particularly exemplify
this distinction. We found that Yeni Safak and Sabah strongly emphasized the pain
experienced by the mothers and the allegations that the HDP acted as an
intermediary for the PKK. This narrative reflects the pro-government newspapers'
efforts to shape public perception in line with government policies. Sozcii and
Cumhuriyet did not construct an explicitly pro-HDP or anti-government narrative;
however, their coverage was selective and downplayed key aspects of the protests.

In other words, instead of emphasizing the purpose, claims, and goals of the
protests, these newspapers offered more limited coverage, providing their readers
with a different perspective. For instance, while Cumhuriyet reported on Hacire
Akar's actions, it also downplayed the reasons behind the protests and the
connection between the HDP and PKK, demonstrating how opposition newspapers
frame social events. This analysis shows how the framing of social events by
opposition media can shape reader perception.
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Another finding that underscores the ideological differences among the
newspapers under review is particularly evident in the coverage of politicians
visiting the ‘Vigil for Children’ protests. Pro-government newspapers highlighted
President Erdogan's visits to the mothers or his statements about them, often
accompanied by warm images, while emphasizing the opposition leaders'
perceived indifference to the Diyarbakir Mothers. In contrast, opposition
newspapers focused on the visits of opposition leaders, reporting their accusations
that the government was exploiting the mothers for political gain.

In conclusion, this study highlights how media representations influence public
perception and shows how different ideological stances lead to diverse portrayals
of the same event, revealing the manipulative impact of editorial policies on public
opinion.

Notes

1 This footnote provides general background information on the Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK) as referenced in this article. The Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) is an armed
organization established in 1978 under the leadership of Abdullah Ocalan, with the
objective of establishing self-governance in regions encompassing southeastern Tiirkiye,
northern Iraq, northeastern Syria, and northwestern Iran. The PKK has been designated as
a terrorist organization by Tiirkiye, the European Union, NATO, the United States, Canada,
Australia, Japan, and several other international entities. Initially founded on Marxist-
Leninist principles, the organization transitioned towards the ideology of democratic
confederalism after 2005. Following the apprehension of Abdullah Ocalan in 1999, the PKK
has operated under alternative names, including the Kurdistan Freedom and Democracy
Congress (KADEK) and the People's Congress (Kongra-Gel).

2 Although the political party in question has since changed its name, it will continue to be
referred to as the HDP in this study, as that was its name when the protest began.

3 In the methodology section, the data is presented in tabular form to facilitate comparison.
Newspaper names and headlines are kept in their original language, while all other content
is translated into English. This approach preserves the authenticity of the sources while
ensuring the information is accessible to a wider academic audience.

4In 2014, I had the opportunity to meet with the protesting mothers and spoke with the
then-Minister of Interior, Besir Atalay, during his visit to them. The BDP-led municipal
administration, with the assistance of municipal officers and cleaning vehicles, had
attempted to force the mothers to leave the area in front of the municipality. Consequently,
the mothers continued their sit-in protest on the median across from the building. In
addition to the mothers whose sons had been abducted by the PKK, there was another
group of mothers who had set up a tent in a city park. A group of female journalists,
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including myself, went to visit these mothers as well. We asked them why they were not
sitting with the other mothers. While the mothers across from the municipality were
accusing the PKK of abducting their children, the mothers in the park were using language
that blamed the state instead. An elderly woman, wearing a white headscarf, referred to the
"Fascist Turkish State" and said, "The fascist state killed one of my sons, imprisoned
another, and my third son is in the mountains. How can my heart endure this?" (Diyarbakar,
June 6, 2014). Such statements were striking, highlighting how different the perspectives of
mothers with sons in the mountains could be.

5 The PKK's statement on the matter reads as follows: "The Turkish psychological warfare
department, unable to prevent these joinings, is using certain families to slow down and
obscure the participation of Kurdish youth. To this end, they are misleading some families
and using them as part of their scheme under the guise of 'families of abducted children.’
We want to make it clear that everyone who joins the ranks of the PKK guerrilla forces does
so voluntarily. It is impossible for us to keep anyone in our ranks who is not a willing
participant. Therefore, no one has been abducted; everyone who has joined has done so
willingly and of their own free will.” (Hiirriyet, 2014).

6 The Saturday Mothers are known for their sit-in protests in front of Galatasaray High
School on istiklal Street, initiated by the relatives of those who went missing under
suspicious circumstances following the 1980 military coup, as well as those allegedly
disappeared while in custody during the 1990s.

7 For more information on the use of child soldiers by terrorist organizations, see reports
titled "Child Soldiers in ISIS, PKK, Boko Haram" by Human Rights Without Frontiers
International and "Under Kurdish Rule: Abuses in PYD-run Enclaves of Syria" by Human
Rights Watch. (See “Child Soldiers in ISIS, PKK, Boko Haram,” Human Rights without
Frontiers International, https://hrwf.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/ Child-soldiers-
in-ISIS-PKK-Boko-Haram%E2%80%A6.pdf, accessed October 16, 2019).

8 "My son was first taken to a picnic and then to the mountains. In Sirnak, where they took
my son under the pretext of a picnic, he was first brought to the HDP Provincial
Headquarters, then to a safe house, and from there to the mountains. The children of
families with connections in the HDP were returned." (AA News Agency, 2019b).

9 For my doctoral thesis titled “Kurdish Nationalism in the Context of Secularization and
Religiosity,” I conducted focus group studies in Diyarbakir, interviewing around 30
individuals in groups of 15, aged 20-35. At the time of the interviews, the Diyarbakir
Metropolitan Municipality was under government-appointed trusteeship. I met with the
group that was distanced from the PKK in one of the municipality's facilities. The
interviewees mentioned that this location had previously been used to persuade Kurdish
youth to join the PKK, with the belief that going to the mountains—especially for young
girls—was equated with freedom, and that these ideas were instilled through activities held
in thesees. (See Kokce, H. (2020). Sekiilerlesme ve Dindarlik Baglaminda Kiirt Milliyetgiligi.
[Unpublished PhD thesis, Marmara University].
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10 Numerous international agreements and legal documents, such as the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Paris Principles, and the Geneva Conventions,
assert that individuals under the age of 18 must be recognized as children and cannot, under
any circumstances, be recruited into military service. These documents also stipulate that
children are prohibited from being employed, not only in conflict zones but also in support
roles behind the front lines.
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Atlantik Ittifaki’nda Catlak: Siiveys Krizi

A Rift in the Atlantic Alliance: Suez Crisis

Ahmet Karafil 0z: 1956 yilinda Misir lideri Cemal Abdiilnasirin Siiveys Kanali'ni

millilestirme karari, uluslararasi sahnede biiyiik bir kriz dogurmus ve
Sakarya Universitesi, Uluslararasi Soguk Savas donemi rekabetinin odak noktalarindan biri haline gelmistir.
lligkiler Bliimii, Sakarya, Tiirkiye, Bu kriz, yalmizca Misir ile eski sémiirge giicleri ingiltere ve Fransa
ahmetkarafil@gmail.com arasindaki gerilimle sinirh kalmamig, Atlantik Ittifaki'n1 ve ikinci Diinya
Savasi sonrasi degisen gii¢ dengelerini Soguk Savas diizeni baglaminda
etkilemistir. Kriz, Atlantik diizeni igerisinde Amerika Birlesik Devletleri,
ingiltere ve Fransa arasinda derin stratejik ayrismalara neden olmus ve
ittifakin giiven, uyum ve dayanigsma ruhunun sorgulanmasina yol acmistir.
Bu ¢alisma, Siiveys Krizi'nin yakin tarihsel arka plani, gelisimi ve sonuglari
tzerinden Atlantik dizeni tzerindeki yansimalarinmi “ittifaklar iginde
devletler neden c¢atisir?” sorusu ekseninde kuramsal bir cergeveye
oturtarak analiz etmeyi amaglamaktadir. Calisma, tarihsel veriler ve ikincil
kaynaklarin analizine dayanarak, Siiveys Kanali’'nin hem bolgesel hem de
kiiresel dlgekte tasidigi stratejik 6nem cergevesinde nasil bir kriz kaynagi
haline geldigini ve Soguk Savas dénemi Atlantik ittifaki iliskilerini hangi
boyutlarda sekillendirdigini ortaya koyarak literatiire anlamh bir katki
sunmay1 hedeflemektedir.
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Abstract: In 1956, Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser’s decision to
nationalise the Suez Canal caused a major crisis on the international stage
and became one of the focal points of Cold War-era rivalry. This crisis was
not only limited to the tension between Egypt and the former colonial
powers Britain and France but also affected the Atlantic alliance and the
changing balance of power after the Second World War in the context of
the Cold War order. The crisis caused deep strategic divisions within the
Atlantic alliance between the United States, Britain and France and led to
the questioning of the alliance’s trust, cohesion and spirit of solidarity. This
study aims to analyse the repercussions of the Suez Crisis on the Atlantic
order through its recent historical background, development and
consequences by placing it in a theoretical framework on the axis of the
question “why do states conflict within alliances?”. Based on the analysis
of historical data and secondary sources, the study aims to make a
meaningful contribution to the literature by revealing how the Suez Canal
became a source of crisis within the framework of its strategic importance
on both regional and global scales and to what extent it shaped the Atlantic
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Giris

Siiveys Krizi, 1956 yilinda Misir Devlet Baskani Cemal Abdiilnasir'in Siiveys
Kanalr'n1 millilestirme karari almasiyla baslayan ve Soguk Savas diizenin etkisini
acikca ortaya koyan onemli bir doniim noktasidir. Kriz, yalnizca Misir ve Batili
glicler arasindaki bolgesel bir cekisme olarak kalmamis, ayni zamanda Atlantik
Ittifaki icindeki catlaklar1 giin yiiziine ¢ikararak ikinci Diinya Savasi sonrasinda
sekillenen uluslararas1 sistemin kirilgan yoénlerini gozler Oniline sermistir.
Millilestirme karari, Bati'nin ekonomik ve stratejik cikarlarina dogrudan bir
meydan okuma olarak algilanmistir. Stiveys Krizi, Ortadogu’daki gii¢c dengelerinin
yeniden sekillenmesine yol a¢gmanin yani sira, aym1 zamanda kiiresel o6lcekte
mevcut giic yapilarini pekistiren ve Soguk Savas baglaminda Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri (ABD) ile Sovyetler Birligi arasindaki niifuz miicadelesini derinlestiren
cok boyutlu bir doniim noktasi olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Kriz, sadece Avrupamin iki eski biiylik giiciiniin jeopolitik konumlarinin
gerilemesini gozler 6niine sermekle kalmamis; ayni zamanda, ABD, Ingiltere ve
Fransa arasinda Atlantik ittifaki icinde stratejik farkhliklarin ve giiven bunaliminin
ortaya ¢cikmasina neden olmustur. Siiveys Krizi, Bat1 diinyasinda ABD’nin liderlik
rolinii  pekistirerek, uluslararasi sistemde hegemonik pozisyonunu
giiclendirmistir. Bu baglamda, Siiveys Krizi, Fransa ve Ingiltere’nin azalan etkisini
simgelerken, ABD’nin Atlantik diizeni icerisindeki liderligini daha da belirgin hale
getiren bir doniim noktasi olarak gortlebilir.

Literatiirde, uluslararasi sistemin yapisal 6zellikleri nedeniyle ittifak iliskilerinin
kalic1 giiven temelinde siirdiriillemeyecegi ve devletlerin degisen tehditler veya
firsatlar karsisinda pozisyonlarini yeniden tanimlayabilecegi vurgulanmaktadir.
Bu baglamda calisma, Siiveys Krizi 6rneklemini Atlantik ittifaki icerisinde ortaya
cikan catlak lizerinden ele almakta ve “ittifaklar icinde devletler neden catisir?”
sorusu ekseninde kuramsal bir cerceveye oturtarak degerlendirmeyi
amaglamaktadir. Calismanin temel argiimani, Stveys Krizi'nin dogrudan bir
diismanliktan ziyade, miittefikler arasinda stratejik ¢cikar farkliliklari, siyasi refleks
ayrismalari ve liderlik vizyonlarinin yarattigi giiven bunalimina dayal gecici bir
kirilma ani oldugu tizerinedir. Hitchcock’un (2008) da belirttigi tizere, bu tiir krizler
ittifaklarin dagilmasina degil, aksine dayanikliligini test eden ve ittifaki yeniden
yapilandiran siireclere doniisebilir. Dolayisiyla bu ¢alisma, ittifak i¢i kriz anlarinin
mutlak ¢oziilmeden ziyade, miittefik devletler arasinda -isteksizce de olsa- yeni
siyasi hizalanmalara ve miizakereye dayali doniisiimlere imkan sagladigini ortaya
koyarak literatiire katki sunmaktir.
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Bu calismada, 6ncelikle kuramsal bir ¢erceve sunulacak, ardindan Stiveys Krizi'nin
ortaya cikisina zemin hazirlayan yakin tarihsel arka plana ve krizin gelisim
siirecine yer verilecektir. Bunu takiben krizin sona ermesinde etkili olan Soguk
Savas diizeni baglaminda dénemin hegemon giiclerinin tepkileri incelenecektir.
Calismanin odak noktasi olan bir sonraki boliimde ise Siiveys Krizi'nin Atlantik
Ittifaki lizerindeki yansimalarn ve kriz siirecinde ABD-ingiltere-Fransa ilicgeninde
yasanan ¢atisma analiz edilecektir.! Boylece, kriz yalnizca bir bélgesel anlasmazlik
olarak degil, uluslararasi diizen ve ittifak iliskilerindeki kirilgan dengeleri ortaya
koyan bir vaka olarak tartisilacaktir.

ittifaklar icinde Devletler Neden Catisir?

Uluslararasi ittifaklarin insasi, isleyisi ve kurumsal siirekliligi, iiye devletlerin
glivenlik politikalar1 {izerinde derinlemesine etkiler olusturmaktadir. Bununla
birlikte, ittifak iliskilerinin zamanla kirilgan bir yapiya biiriinmesi, yalnizca tlye
devletlerin ulusal ¢ikarlarini zedelemekle kalmayip, ayni zamanda ittifakin yapisal
istikrarini ve stratejik biitiinliigiini de tehdit edebilmektedir. Bu cergevede, ittifak
kavraminin kuramsal temelleri ile devletlerin ittifak kurma motivasyonlarinin
analiz edilmesi kadar, bu ¢alismanin odaklandigi ittifak ici catismalarin nedenlerini
irdelemek de elzemdir. Calismanin bu kisminda, Stveys Krizi 6rneklemine
kuramsal bir zemin olusturmak amaciyla, ittifak i¢i catismalarin ortaya ¢ikmasina
neden olan temel faktorlere yonelik kavramsal bir cerceve ortaya konulacaktir.

Uluslararas1 sistemde yer alan hegemon devletler ve ikincil devletler kendi
cikarlar1 dogrultusunda ittifaka katilimi kabul ederken, ittifak {iyeleri tarafindan
belirlenen hak ve ylikiimlilikler kapsaminda ittifakin kendi davranislari lizerinde
getirecegi birtakim sinirliliklara da riza gostermis olurlar (Ikenberry, 2008, s. 10;
Lundestad, 2003). Bu baglamda, ikincil devletler, bir tehdide karsi korunmak
amaciyla daha giiclii bir devletin himayesini kabullenebilirken; hegemon aktdrler
ise, davranislarina mesruiyet kazandirmak ve ikincil devletler iizerindeki
hakimiyetlerini pekistirmek adina bir ittifak diizeni insa etmeyi ve bu diizenin
getirdigi maliyetleri tlistlenmeyi géze alabilir (Lake, 2007, s. 9). Bu iliski yapisi,
taraflar arasinda belirli diizeyde karsilikli kazanim ve fayda paylasimini zorunlu
kilsa da s6z konusu faydalarin esit sekilde dagilmadig dikkate deger bir gercektir
(Lanoszka, 2013, s. 392). Ozellikle taraflarin gii¢ kapasiteleri arasindaki yapisal
farklar, ittifaklar1 “esitler-arasi” bir is birliginden ziyade, asimetrik ve hiyerarsik bir
diizene donistiirmekte; bu durum ise ittifakin isleyisinden saglanan cikarlarin
dagilimini dogrudan etkilemektedir. Hegemon devletler, kurduklari diizenin norm
ve kurallarini kendi 6ncelikleri dogrultusunda belirledikleri icin, ittifak icerisindeki
maddi ve siyasi faydanin biiylik boliimiinii ellerinde tutma egilimindedir.
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Hegemon devlet, ¢cikarlarin farklilastigi durumlarda zayif mittefiklerinin firsatgi
davranislar sergileme olasiligini dikkate alarak, bu devletler lizerindeki denetimini
artirma egilimindedir (Lake, 2017, s. 370). Bu kontrol arayisi, ozellikle ikincil
devletlerin ittifak iliskilerinden elde ettikleri faydanin gérece azalmasi ve buna
karsilik hegemonun daha yiliksek oranda kazang¢ saglamasi durumunda daha
belirgin hale gelir. ikincil devletler, bu asimetrik fayda dagilimini kendi ¢ikarlar
aleyhine bir durum olarak algiladiklarinda, ittifak diizeni icerisindeki rollerini
yeniden degerlendirme yoluna gidebilirler. Bu degerlendirme, ilgili devletin
ittifaktan tamamen ayrilmasina ya da belirli stratejik alanlarda daha otonom bir
tutum benimsemesine zemin hazirlayabilir.

Devletler, ittifak kurarken genellikle ortak birincil tehdit algisini merkeze alarak
aralarindaki catisan cikarlari arka plana atma egilimindedir. Ancak ittifaka katilim
ozellikle ikincil devletler agisindan bir giivenlik garantisi sagladiginda, s6z konusu
tehdit algis1 kismen ortadan kalkar. Bu durum, ikincil devletlerin daha 6nce
Otelenmis dis politika hedeflerini yeniden giindeme tasimasina ve ittifak i¢cindeki
rekabetin canlanmasina zemin hazirlar (Krebs, 1999, s. 345). Baska bir ifadeyle,
hegemon giiciin sundugu giivenlik semsiyesi, ortak tehdidin bastirdig1 gerilim ve
¢ikar farkliliklarini yeniden goriiniir hale getirerek hem hegemon ile ikincil
miittefikler arasinda hem de zayif miittefiklerin kendi aralarindaki iliskilerde
cesitli krizlerin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olabilir (Krebs, 1999, s. 349).

Hegemon bir devletin, yani ittifak liderinin veya ittifakin biiyiik gii¢c patronunun,
ittifaktaki ikincil devletler tizerindeki etkisi, taraflar arasindaki ¢ikarlarin ne derece
ortiistiigline bagh olarak degiskenlik gostermektedir. Cikarlarin biiytik 6lclide
ortiistigli durumlarda hegemon devletin yonlendirici glicii ve ittifak lizerindeki
hakimiyeti daha belirgin olurken, c¢ikar farkliliklarinin arttigi durumlarda bu
etkinin zayifladig1 gézlemlenmektedir (Walt, 1997, s. 163). Walt, Why Alliances
Endure or Collapse adli ¢alismasinda ittifaklarin dagilma nedenlerini ele alarak, bir
ittifakin sona ermesinin temel sebebinin artik bir veya daha fazla liye devletin
cikarlarina hizmet etmemesi oldugunu 6ne stirmistiir (Walt, 1997, s. 156). Walt'a
gore, ittifaklar dinamik yapilar olup, devletlerin tehdit algilarindaki degisim,
stratejik onceliklerindeki farklilasma ve i¢ siyasi faktorler gibi unsurlar, ittifaklarin
siirduriilebilirligini dogrudan etkilemektedir.

Ittifaklarin istikrar, yalnizca karsi karsiya olunan tehditlerin diizeyiyle degil, bu
tehditlerin niteliginde veya algilanis biciminde zamanla meydana gelen
degisimlerle de dogrudan iliskilidir. Walt'a gore ittifaklar, esasen ortak tehdit
algilarina karsi verilen tepkiler dogrultusunda sekillenir; bu nedenle tehdidin
ortadan kalkmasi ya da yerini daha biiyiik bir tehdide birakmasi durumunda,
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ittifakin devamlilig1 sorgulanabilir hale gelir (Walt, 1997, s. 163). Ayrica, liyelerin
glivenliklerini saglamak icin alternatif stratejilere yonelmesi, ortaklarin
yukiimliiliiklerini yerine getirme kapasitesine veya niyetine duyulan inancin
zayiflamasi yahut i¢ siyasal doniisimler sonucunda dis politika onceliklerinin
yeniden tanimlanmasi da ittifaklarin ¢éziilmesine zemin hazirlayabilir (Walt, 1997,
ss. 160-163). Walt, ideolojik uyumsuzluklarin diistik tehdit seviyeleriyle birlestigi
durumlarda, bu tiir farkliliklarin ittifakin dayaniklihigini zayiflatabilecegine dikkat
ceker.

John ]J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (2001) adli eserinde,
ittifaklarin yapisal olarak istikrarsiz oldugunu ve devletlerin ittifaklara yalnzca
cikarlari siirdiigi stirece bagh kaldiklarini savunur. Uluslararasi sistemde anarsi,
ittifaklar kalic1 giiven iliskileri olmaktan ¢ikarir; bu nedenle devletler her an yeni
tehditlere veya firsatlara goére pozisyon degistirebilir. Mearsheimer'in da
vurguladig gibi, “ittifaklar yalnizca gecici birer ¢ikar evliligidir: bugiintin miittefiki
yarinin diismani, bugiiniin diismani ise yarinin miittefiki olabilir” (Mearsheimer,
2001, s. 33). Ancak Siiveys Krizi'nde miittefikler arasinda fiili diismanlhk degil,
stratejik ayrisma ve cikar catismasi yasanmistir. Siiveys Krizi, Atlantik Ittifaki
icerisindeki bu kirillganligin gorintr hale geldigi bir 6rnektir. Kriz sirasinda ABD,
Ingiltere ve Fransa’'min cikarlarinin ayrismas, ittifaklarin dayanikhliginin ortak
tehdit algisina degil, degisken jeopolitik hesaplara dayandigini acik¢a ortaya
koymustur.

Glenn H. Snyder’in “ittifak ikilemi” yaklasimina gore, ittifaklar iki temel risk icerir:
terk edilme (abandonment) ve siiritklenme (entrapment). iki kutuplu sistemlerde
bu ikilem zayiflar; ¢linkii taraflar yalnizca siirtiklenme riskiyle karsi karsiya
kalabilir (Snyder, 1984, s. 484). Siiveys Krizi'nde ABD, ingiltere ve Fransa’nin
Ortadogu’daki askeri miidahalesine destek vermeyerek miittefiklerinin
politikasina mesafe koymus, ekonomik baski yoluyla da onlar1 dizginlemeye
calismistir. Ancak Amerikan yonetiminin bu tutumu ittifakin ¢6ziilmesine yol
acmamistir. Snyder’a gore bu durum, iki kutuplu sistemde miittefiklerin birbirini
desteklemeye zorunlu hissetmeden hareket edebildigini ve siiriiklenme riskinin
dikkatle yonetilebildigini gdstermektedir.

Siiveys Krizi’'nin Yakin Tarihsel Arka Plani ve Krizin Gelisimi

1952 yilinda Misir'da iktidar ele gegiren Nasir, kendisini Arap milliyetgiliginin
lideri olarak konumlandirmaktaydi. Arap diinyasinda milliyet¢ci hareketlere
onciiliik eden Nasir, Siiveys Kanali iizerindeki Ingiliz hakimiyetine son vermeyi ve
bu bélgenin Misir'in egemenliginde olmasini saglamay1 hedefliyordu. Bu baglamda,
Siiveys Kanali lizerindeki egemenlik miicadelesi, emperyalist gii¢lerle Arap
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milliyetcileri arasinda ciddi bir ¢catisma zeminine doénlsmiistiir. Nasir, iktidara
geldikten sonra Arap diinyasini Bati'nin etkisinden uzaklastirmay1 amaglamis ve bu
dogrultuda, ABD destekli Bagdat Pakti'na katilmay1 reddetmistir. Ayrica, diger
bolge iilkelerinin de bu pakta dahil olmalarini engellemek icin yogun bir
propaganda faaliyeti ylriitmiistiir (Cleveland, 2008, s. 344).

Ortadogu’da siiregelen Arap-israil catismasi, Nasir'in Batili giiclerle arasina mesafe
koyma istegini besleyen 6nemli gerekcelerden biri olmustur. Siiveys Krizi'nin
ortaya ¢ikmasindan bir yil énce, Israil’in Gazze'deki Misir birliklerine yénelik
saldirisi, Nasir't ABD’den askeri destek talep etmeye yoneltti. Ancak ABD’nin bu
talebi reddetmesi, Nasir'1 alternatif arayislara itti. Bu baglamda Nasir, pamuk
karsiliginda Cekoslovakya lizerinden Dogu Bloku silahlarini tedarik ederek askeri
gliciine katki sagladi. Nasir'in silah tedarigi konusunda Bati’dan Dogu’ya yonelmesi,
fiillen Sovyetler Birligi ile bir anlasma yaptif1 seklinde degerlendirilebilir. Bu
durum, Sovyetler Birligi'ne sicak denizlere inme ve Dogu Akdeniz’de stratejik bir
iis edinme firsati sundu (Cleveland, 2008, ss. 344-345; Little, 2010, s. 307). Nasir'in
temel amaci ise, ne Amerikan himayesine girmek ne de Sovyetler Birligi'nin uydusu
haline gelmekti. Onun politikasi, iki siiper giicten birine tamamen baglanmak
yerine, bu giicler arasindaki rekabetten yararlanarak Misir’in ¢ikarlarini korumakti
(Cleveland, 2008, s. 351). Nasir, idealist bir yaklasimla Misir’t yalnizca bir ulusal
liderlik pozisyonunda degil, ayn1 zamanda Afrika, Arap diinyasi ve Baglantisizlar
Hareketi'nin 6nciisii olarak konumlandirmay1 hedefliyordu (Little, 2010, s. 307).

Amerikan yo6netimi, Ortadogu’daki cikarlarina zarar verecek herhangi bir
gelismeyi, oOzellikle Sovyetler Birligi'nin bolgedeki etkisinin artmasini kabul
edilemez bulmaktaydi. Bu c¢ergevede, Misir'in Sovyet eksenine kaymasini
engellemek ve Nasir’t Bati Bloguna gekmek amaciyla Ingiltere ile birlikte Misir'a
ekonomik destek sunmayi planladi. Bu stratejinin bir parcasi olarak, Nasir'in iilke
kalkinmasi icin biiyiik 6nem tasiyan Asvan Baraji Projesi'ne finansal yardim
saglama taahhiidiinde bulunarak Misir iizerindeki niifuzunu artirmay1 hedefledi.
Ancak bu destek, Misir'in Israil karsiti sdylemlerini yumusatmasi ve Sovyetler
Birligi ile iliskilerinde mesafeli bir tutum sergilemesi sartina baghydi. (Little, 2010,
s. 307). Ne var ki, bu kosullar, Arap diinyasinda milliyetciligi gliclendirmeyi ve
bagimsiz bir dis politika izlemeyi amaglayan Nasir icin kabul edilebilir degildi.
Nasir'in, Bati'nin bu taleplerine karsilik Sovyetler Birligi ile daha yakin iliskiler
kurmaya yonelmesi, ABD ile Misir arasindaki iligkilerin gerilmesine yol acan en
onemli etkenlerden biri haline geldi. ABD’nin Israil ile yakin iliskisinin bulunmasi
bu gerginligi daha da derinlestirdi. Asvan Baraji Projesi, Nasir ve Misir i¢in
kalkinma hedeflerinin merkezinde yer aliyordu. Projenin hayata gecirilmesi,
tilkenin tarimsal liretimini artirmak ve enerji ihtiyacini karsilamak agisindan biiyiik
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bir 6neme sahipti. Ancak, ABD ve Iingiltere, Nasir'im Dogu Blogu'ndan askeri
malzeme tedarik etmesi ve bu durumun Israil’e yénelik bir tehdit olusturabilecegi
gerekcesiyle (Sander, 2013, s. 302) Asvan Projesi icin sunduklar1 mali destek
planini geri ¢ekti (Dunbabin, 2013, s. 238). ABD Baskan1 Dwight D. Eisenhower,
Nasir’t Sovyetler Birligi'nin etkisine acik ve Amerikan cikarlarinin gerceklesmesine
engel olan bir figiir olarak degerlendirmekteydi (Walker, 2018, s. 100).

Nasir, 26 Temmuz 1956’da Siiveys Kanali’'mi millilestirdigini ilan ederek kanal
gelirlerini Asvan Baraji Projesi'ni finanse etmek ilizere kullanacagini acikladi.
Nasir'in bu hamlesi, kanalin kontroliinii elinde bulunduran ingiltere ve Fransa icin
kesinlikle kabul edilemez bir durum yaratti. Bu iilkeler, Bat1 somiirgeciliginin
sembollerinden birisi olan Stveys Kanali iizerindeki ekonomik ve stratejik
cikarlarinin tehlikede oldugunu diisiindiiler. Ingiltere ve Fransa’nin sert sdylemleri,
Arap ilkelerinde Bati karsithginin ytlikselmesine neden olmus ve bolgedeki
devletlerin ¢ogu, Misir ile Bat1 arasindaki gerilimde agik¢a Misir’'1 desteklemistir. Bu
durum, Arap diinyasinda birlik sdylemlerini giiclendirmis ve Nasir'in liderliginde
sekillenen anti-emperyalist hareketlere ivme kazandirmistir (Giindogdu & Kaya,
2023, s. 197). Amerikan ydnetimi ise, Nasir'in girisiminden rahatsizlik duymakla
birlikte, daha temkinli bir yaklasim sergilemeyi tercih etti. ABD, meseleyi askeri bir
miidahale yerine diplomatik yollarla ¢6zme arayisinda oldu (Little, 2010, s. 308).

26 Temmuz 1956 tarihinde Misir lideri Nasir, Siiveys Kanali tizerindeki Misir'in
haklarini geri almak amaciyla kanalin millilestirilmesi gerektigini Bati'ya acik bir
meydan okuma seklinde su sozlerle ifade etmistir:

“Ingiltere haklarimiz1 zorla gasp etti ... Siiveys Kanali Sirketi’nin 1955
yilindaki geliri 35 milyon sterline, yani 100 milyon dolara ulasti. Bu
meblagdan ... sadece bir milyon pound ya da ii¢ milyon dolar aliyoruz ...
Gecmisi tekrar etmeyecegiz. Siiveys Kanali'ndaki haklarimiz1 geri alarak
gecmisi ortadan kaldiracagiz ... Kanal Misir’in evlatlari tarafindan kazildi ve
120.000'1 ¢ahisirken oldii. Paris’teki Siiveys Kanali Sirketi sahtekdr bir
sirkettir. Bizim imtiyazlarimizi gasp etti ... Ama tarih asla tekerriir
etmeyecektir’ (Wilson Center Digital Archive, 1956a).

Nasir'in Siiveys Kanali'ni millilestirme hamlesi, Bati'nin stratejik g¢ikarlarina
yonelik acik bir tehdit olarak degerlendirilmistir. Bu durum, Bati’'nin petrol tedarigi
icin hayati 6nem tasiyan Stveys Kanali'nin giivenligini riske atmis ve kanal
lizerindeki kontrolii elinde bulunduran ingiltere ve Fransa'min uluslararasi
prestijini ciddi sekilde sarsmistir. Ingiltere Basbakan1 Anthony Eden, Nasir'in bu
eylemini takiben Amerikali miittefiklerine agik bir mesaj gondererek, krizin Bati
diinyasi icin tasidigi tehlikeye dikkat cekmistir. Eden, yaptig1 aciklamada,
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“llk etapta Misir iizerinde azami siyasi baski uygulamalyiz. Bunun igin,
kendi eylemlerimiz disinda, ilgili tiim gli¢lerin destegine basvurmaliyiz.
Meslektaslarim ve ben, Nasir'in aklini basina getirmek icin son ¢are olarak
glic kullanmaya hazir olmamiz gerektigine inaniyoruz. Kendi payimiza biz
bunu yapmaya haziriz.” (FRUS/Foreign Relations of the United States,
1955-1957, XVI, 1990, s. 10) ifadelerini kullanarak Misir'a kars1 askeri
miidahaleden kagcinmayacaklarini dile getirmistir.

Ayrica Eden, Siiveys Kanal'nin Misir'in kontroliinde olmasinin, uluslararasi
yukiimliiliiklerin yerine getirilmesi bakimindan giivenilir olmadigini vurgulamis ve
bu durumun uzun vadede Bat’'nin stratejik cikarlarini olumsuz ydnde
etkileyecegini ifade etmistir. Kanalin yonetiminin saglam ve kalic1 bir uluslararasi
diizen temelinde yeniden sekillendirilmesi gerektigini ifade eden, Ingiltere, Fransa
ve ABD ortakliginda Misir'a karsi maksimum baski uygulanmasiin zorunlu
oldugunu savunmustur (FRUS/Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957,
XVI, 1990, s. 10).

Nasir'in Siiveys Kanal'ni millilestirme karari sonrasinda Ingiltere, Fransa ve Misir
arasinda kanalin kontroliine iliskin yasanan anlasmazliklar, Birlesmis Milletler
giindemine tasinsa da taraflari memnun edecek herhangi bir ¢6ziim
liretilememistir. Bu siirecte, Ingiltere ve Fransa, kendi ekonomik ve stratejik
cikarlarini koruma amaci gliderken ya da somiirge diizenlerini kaybetmek
istemezken, Nasir'in bu karar1 Bati'nin bdlgedeki etkisine yonelik bir meydan
okuma olarak gorilmistir. Bu siirecte Eden, Avam Kamaras’'nda yaptigi
konusmada ingiltere’nin Siiveys meselesine bakis acisimi su sézlerle dile
getirmistir:

“Bu biiyiik uluslararasi su yolunun gelecegine iliskin hicbir diizenleme,
Majestelerinin Hiikiimeti tarafindan kabul edilemez ve bu yol, son olaylarin
da gosterdigi gibi, sadece wulusal politika amaglarn dogrultusunda
kullanilabilecek tek bir giiciin sinirsiz kontroliine birakilamaz” (Hansard,
1956a).

Eden’in bu agiklamasi, Ingiltere’nin Siiveys Kanali tizerindeki ¢ikarlarin1 savunma
kararliligini ve uluslararasi ticaretin bu hayati hattini tek bir iilkenin hakimiyetine
birakmaya karsi olan tutumunu acik¢a ortaya koymustur.

Siiveys Krizi sirasinda Eisenhower, askeri miidahale secenegini pragmatik bir
yaklasim olarak goérmemis ve bu tiir bir silahli catismayr uygun bulmamistir.
Eisenhower, askeri bir operasyonun Ortadogu’daki Bati karsithgini
derinlestirecegini ve bunun uzun vadede hem Bati'nin hem de Amerika Birlesik
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Devletleri'nin c¢ikarlarina ciddi bigimde zarar verecegini Ongdérmistiir. Bu
tutumunu, Eden’e gonderdigi bir mesajda su sozlerle dile getirmistir:

“Yakin Dogu ve Kuzey Afrika halklar ile bir dereceye kadar tiim Asya ve
tlim Afrika halklari, 6zellikle Ruslarin karisiklik ¢ikarma kapasitesi goz
oniinde bulunduruldugunda, bir nesilde ve belki de bir yiizyilda bile
tistesinden gelinemeyecek derecede Bati'ya karsi birleseceklerdir. Boyle bir
eyleme girisilmeden o6nce, tiim halklarimiz, hayati hak ve c¢ikarlarimiz
korumak icin baska bir yol olmadigin1 hep birlikte anlamaldir.”
(FRUS/Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, XVI, 1990, s.
357).

Amerikan yonetimi, bu siirecte meseleyi sabirla ele almanin ve diplomasi
kanallarini etkin bir sekilde kullanmanin gerekliligine siirekli vurgu yapmistir
(Hitchcock, 2008, ss. 61-62). Bu yaklasim, yalnizca mevcut krizin ydnetimiyle sinirh
kalmayip, ayn1 zamanda ABD’nin Ortadogu’daki uzun vadeli stratejik ¢ikarlarini
koruma cabalarini da yansitmaktadir.

Eden, Siiveys Kanal’'nin kontroliinii ele gecirmenin ve bu vesileyle Ingiltere’nin
kiiresel gli¢ statiisiinli stirdiirdiigiinii kanitlamanin, stratejik bir zorunluluk
olduguna inanmaktaydi. Bu motivasyonla Eden, ABD yonetiminin askeri
miidahaleye karsi olan tutumuna ragmen, Washington'un bilgisi ve onay1 olmadan
Fransa ve Israil ile koordineli bir sekilde Siiveys’e yoénelik askeri miidahale
planlama ¢abasinda olmustur (Little, 2010, s. 308). Bu adim, yalnizca Atlantik
Ittifaki icindeki uyumu zedelemekle kalmamis, ayni zamanda ingiltere’nin bagimsiz
dis politika giiciinii sergilemeye yonelik bir hamle olarak goériilmiistiir. Ancak bu
girisim, uluslararasi alanda genis ¢capl elestirilere neden olmustur.

23 Ekim 1956 tarihinde Fransa’'nmin Sevr kasabasinda gerceklestirilen gizli
toplantida, ingiltere, Fransa ve Israil temsilcileri Misira yonelik bir askeri
miidahale planini ayrintili bir sekilde ele aldi. Toplantida kararlastirilan plana gore,
ilk olarak Israil, Sina Yarimadas’'ndan Misir’a bir saldir1 baslatacak, ardindan
Ingiltere ve Fransa, tarafsizlik gerekgesiyle Misir ve Israil’e Siiveys Kanali’nin her
iki tarafini on mil genisliginde bosaltmalarini talep eden bir {ltimatom
gondereceklerdi. Nasir'in bu talebi reddetmesi durumunda ise Ingiltere ve Fransa,
dogrudan askeri miidahalede bulunacaklardi. Nasir ile yapilan goriismeler
basarisiz olunca plan 6ngoriildiigi sekilde 29 Ekim 1956 tarihinde uygulanmaya
baslanmis ve {i¢lii koalisyon tarafindan Misir’a yonelik isgal harekati baslatilmistir
(Eznack, 2012, s. 47). Isgalin ilk asamalarinda Nasir, Siiveys Kanali'n1 savunmasiz
birakmamak ve stratejik kontrolii elinde tutmak amaciyla ytik gemilerini batirarak
kanali trafige kapatmistir.
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Israil'in isgal harekdtin1 baslatmasinin ardindan, Amerikan yénetimi Fransa ve
Ingiltere’nin bu isgale dahil olduklarindan siiphelenerek uyarilarini yinelemistir.
ABD, Misir anlasmazliginin ¢dziimiinde miittefiklerinin yaninda oldugunu
vurgularken, Eisenhower, miittefiklerinin eylemlerinden ABD’yi haberdar
etmemesi ihtimali i(zerine hicbir seyin Kkendilerine ihanet etmeyi hakl
cikarmayacagini (FRUS/Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, XV],
1990, s. 836) ifade ederek miittefiklerine karsi agik ve net bir tutum sergilemistir
(Eznack, 2012, s. 48).

Askeri Miidahaleye Kars1 Hegemon Gii¢lerin TepKisi

Gizli gériismeler sonucu Stveys saldirisini gerceklestiren tig lilkenin bu eylemleri,
Ikinci Diinya Savasi sonrasi sekillenen iki kutuplu uluslararasi sistemin temsilcileri
olan ABD ve Sovyet Sosyalist Cumhuriyetler Birligi (SSCB) tarafindan kinanmistir.
Birlesmis Milletler Giivenlik Konseyi'nin giindemine yerlesen Siiveys isgalinin
sonlandirilmasi icin baskilar yapilmistir. ABD Disisleri Bakani John Foster Dulles,
Birlesmis Milletler'de yaptigi konusmada, Siiveys meselesine dair Amerikan
tutumunu ve miittefikleriyle yasadig1 catismay1 ayrintili bir sekilde aciklamistir.
Dulles, krizin ¢oziimiine yonelik olarak ateskesin saglanmasi ve birliklerin ateskes
hattinin disina ¢ikarilmasini igeren bir karar tasarisi sunmus; bdylece uluslararasi
toplumun destegini arayarak diplomatik bir ¢6ziim arayisini vurgulamistir
(Eznack, 2012, s. 54).

Eisenhower, 1 Kasim 1956’da yaptig1 aciklamada, savasin 6nlenmesi i¢in gerekli
tiim adimlarin atilmas gerektigini vurgulamis ve ingiltere ile Fransa’nin Siiveys'i
isgali nedeniyle Birlesmis Milletler nezdinde Bati'y1 zor durumda birakabilecek
kararlarin alinmasini engellemeye ¢alistiklarini ifade etmistir (Little, 2010, s. 309).
Bu tutumuyla ABD, uluslararasi alandaki prestijini korumaya yo6nelik bir politika
izlemistir. Ayrica Eisenhower, Siiveys Krizi nedeniyle israil, ingiltere ve Fransa’nin
Asya ve Afrika’da olumsuz bir imaj olusturdugunu ifade ederek, Sovyetler
Birligi'nin bu durumu firsata cevirerek kiiresel liderlik iddiasini giiclendirmesinin
onlenmesi gerektigini dile getirmistir (FRUS/Foreign Relations of the United States,
1955-1957, XVI, 1990, s. 924). ABD, bu kriz baglaminda Atlantik Ittifaki icerisinde,
Ortadogu gibi Avrupa disi stratejik bolgelerdeki ¢ikarlarini koruma ve idame etme
cabasinda olmustur. Ayni zamanda, Soguk Savas rekabetinde Sovyetler Birligi'ne
alan agilmasini engellemek amaciyla proaktif bir diplomatik tutum benimsemistir.

Siveys isgali sirasinda Sovyetler Birligi, ayni donemde Macaristan’daki
ayaklanmay bastirmakla mesguldii. Macaristan’daki olaylar olmasaydi, Sovyetler
Birligi'nin Siiveys’te Bat1 ile dogrudan bir catismaya girmesi muhtemel olabilirdi.
Ancak Nikita Kruscev liderligindeki Sovyet yonetimi, Siiveys Krizi'nde dogrudan
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askeri miidahale yerine sert bir iiltimatom vermekle yetinerek Ingiltere ve
Fransa’ya tlistii kapali bir sekilde niikleer tehditler savurmustur (Little, 2010, s.
309). Soguk Savas rekabetinde, Macaristan’a yonelik miidahaleyle es zamanl bir
sekilde Dogu Blogu'nun askeri kuvvetlerini boliip Stiveys’e sevk etmesi pragmatik
bir secenek olarak degerlendirilmemistir. Bu baglamda Kruscev, Sovyet liderliginin
karar alma organi olan Presidium’da su sozleri dile getirmistir:

“Eger Macaristan’dan ayrilirsak, bu Amerikalilara, ingilizlere ve Fransizlara
- emperyalistlere - biiyiik bir destek verecektir. Bunu bizim zayifligimiz
olarak algilayacaklar ve saldiriya gegeceklerdir. Misir’a (onlar) Macaristan’t
da ekleyeceklerdir” (Wilson Center Digital Archive, 1956b).

Siiveys Krizi'nin diplomatik yollarla ¢oziilmesi konusunda tam yetki alan Dulles, bu
siirecte Amerikan liderliginin 6nemine dikkat ¢cekmis ve catismanin biiylyerek
daha ciddi sorunlara yol agmasini engellemek amaciyla ABD'nin siirece aktif bir
sekilde miidahil olmasi gerektigini vurgulamigtir. Dulles, ingiltere ve Fransa’nin
somurgeci egilimlerle hareket ederek Atlantik ilkelerine ve kendi ¢ikarlarina kasith
bir sekilde aykir1 davranislar sergiledigini ve bu iki tilkenin krizi ydnetme bi¢iminin
sonuglarinin -kazanmalar ya da kaybetmeleri fark etmeksizin- ABD’yi de ayni
durumlarla karsi karsiya birakabilecegini belirtmistir. Ciinki Dulles, bu catismada
kaybeden tarafin miittefiklerinin olacagi goriistindeydi (FRUS/Foreign Relations of
the United States, 1955-1957, XVI, 1990, s. 906). Ancak bunu minimum kayipla
atlatma ¢abasindaydi. Miittefiklerinin Siiveys Krizi sirasindaki tutumu, “Amerikan
Yuzyill” olarak adlandirilan dénemde ABD’nin kiiresel liderlik hedeflerini ve
uluslararasi prestijini acik¢ca zedelemistir (Walker, 2018, s. 101). Dulles, her ne
kadar miittefiklerine duyulan giiveni dile getirmis olsa da Soguk Savas rekabeti
acisindan bu iki tlkenin Bati Blogu'nun ¢ikarlarina verdigi zarar1 su sozlerle dile
getirmistir:

“Tam da Dogu Avrupa’da Sovyet somiirgeciligine kars1i muazzam ve uzun
zamandir umut edilen bir zafer kazanma noktasina geldigimiz bu dénemde,
Asya ve Afrika’da Ingiliz-Fransiz sémiirgeciliginin izinden gitmek ya da
rotamizi onlarin rotasindan ayirmak arasinda secim yapmak zorunda
birakilmamiz trajik olmaktan baska bir sey degildir” (FRUS/Foreign
Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, XVI, 1990, s. 907).

Mittefiklerine sitemli olan Amerikan ydnetimi, isgalin sona erdirilmesi amaciyla
ekonomik yaptirimlan devreye sokarak ingiltere iizerinde déviz kuru iizerinden
finansal baski uygulamistir. Stiveys Kanali miidahalesinin neden oldugu ekonomik
sikintilarin bir sonucu olarak dolar ve altin rezervleri hizla erimeye baslayan
1ngiltere, krizden bekledigi kazanimlari elde edememistir (Dunbabin, 2013, s. 239).
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6 Kasim 1956’da Ingiltere ve Fransa, BM tarafindan alinan ateskes kararina uyarak
askeri operasyonlarini durdurmus ve Aralik ayinda bolgeden askerilerini
cekmistir. Ingiltere ve Fransa’nin bu geri adim, uluslararasi baskilarin ve ézellikle
ABD ile Sovyetler Birligi'nin diplomatik miidahalelerinin bir sonucu olarak
gerceklesmistir. Siiveys Krizi'nin bu sekilde sonuglanmasi, Batili gii¢lerin bolgede
tek tarafli hareket edebilme kapasitelerini sinirlamis ve uluslararasi diizeyde daha
kolektif bir yaklasimin gerekliligini ortaya koymustur. Isgalci devletler olan
Ingiltere, Fransa ve Israil'in Arap diinyasindaki olumsuz imaji Siiveys Krizi
sonrasinda daha da pekismistir. ABD ise, miittefiklerinin kendisinden habersiz bir
sekilde baslattig1 bu girisim nedeniyle uluslararasi alanda zarar géren prestijini,
catismay1 sonlandirma ¢abalariyla kismen de olsa onarmayi1 basarmistir. Misir
acisindan bakildiginda, askeri bir yenilgiyle sonuclanan kriz, Nasir i¢in bir siyasi
zafer haline donlsmiis ve Nasir, pan-Arap milliyetciliginin simgesi olarak
Ortadogu’daki liderlik pozisyonunu giiclendirmistir (Cleveland, 2008, s. 347; Hahn,
2006, s. 39). Ote yandan, Sovyetler Birligi'nin kriz siirecindeki tutumu, Arap
diinyasindaki prestijinin artmasina ve bolgedeki etkisinin genislemesine olanak
saglamistir (Cleveland, 2008, s. 347).

Siiveys Krizi sonrasinda Ortadogu’daki gii¢ boslugunun Sovyetler Birligi tarafindan
doldurulmasini engelleme ve bu boslugu Amerikan etkisiyle sekillendirme
gerekliligi, Amerikan Kongresi tarafindan ortak bir stratejik oncelik olarak
belirlenmistir. Bu dogrultuda, Ocak 1957°de Baskan Eisenhower tarafindan
“Eisenhower Doktrini” ilan edilmistir. Soguk Savas baglaminda Dogu-Bati
rekabetinin kilit noktalarindan biri haline gelen Ortadogu, iki siiper gii¢ arasinda
onemli bir ¢ikar catismasi alani olmustur. Eisenhower Doktrini, bir yandan Arap
milliyetciliginin kontrol altina alinmasini, diger yandan Amerikan miittefiklerinin
Sovyetler Birligi'nin bolgedeki etkisini genisletme girisimlerine karsi korunmasini
hedefleyen kritik bir dis politika hamlesi olarak sekillenmistir (Fordham
University, 1957).

Krizin Atlantik Diizeni Uzerindeki Yansimalari

ABD, Siiveys Krizi sirasinda stratejik cikarlarini korumak adina, en biyiik rakibi
Sovyetler Birligi ile dahi ayni1 safta yer alarak isgali dnlemeye calismistir
(Dougherty, 1979, s. 39). Bu tutum, ABD’nin ittifak icerisindeki kendi ¢ikarlarinj,
miittefiklerinin ¢ikarlarinin 6ntine koydugunu ve bu g¢ikarlarim1 riske atmak
istemedigini gostermektedir. ingiltere ve Fransa, ABD'nin ortak diismanlara karsi
kendi yanlarinda yer almak yerine, ¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda karsit bir tutum
benimsemesinden rahatsizlik duymustur (Eznack, 2012, s. 67). Amerikan
yonetimi, Siiveys'in isgal edilmesi ve Ortadogu’daki stratejik cikarlarin zarar
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gormesi bir yana, Ingiltere ve Fransa’nin planlarini gizli tutarak hareket etmelerine
bilyiik bir sitemle yaklasmistir. Bu durum, ABD’li yetkililer tarafindan ingiltere ve
Fransa ile iligkilerdeki giiveni zedeleyen énemli bir unsur olarak degerlendirilmis
ve yogun elestirilere konu olmustur. (Eznack, 2012, s. 52). Amerikal
miittefiklerinin gorisleri lizerine Eden, ABD ile iliskilerine iliskin su ifadeleri
kullanmistir:

“Kanaldan gecis giivenliginin, ABD’yi ilgilendirdigi a¢ik olmakla birlikte,
onlar i¢in bizim ve aslinda tiim Avrupa ve diger pek cok iilke i¢in oldugu gibi
bir hayatta kalma meselesi olmadig1 elbette acik bir gergektir. ... bunun,
kendi hayati ¢cikarlarimiz dogrultusunda hareket etmeden 6nce her kosulda
Amerikali miittefikimizin onayini almamiz gerektigi gibi bir sonucu
beraberinde getirebilecegini diisiinmiiyorum” (Hansard, 1956b).

Burada Eden, ABD'nin iddia ettigi gibi ikili iliskilere zarar verecek sekilde aykiri
hareket edilmedigini ve kendi ulusal ¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda bir yol izlendigini
belirtmistir. Fransizlar da ingilizler gibi, ABD’nin Siiveys Krizi'ne verdigi tepkiyi
anlamlandirmakta giicliik ¢ektiklerini ifade etmistir (Eznack, 2012, s. 53). Keza,
Ingiltere ve Fransa, ABD’'nin kendilerine yonelik tutumunu asir1 bulmus ve bu
yaklasimi, ABD'nin Sovyetler Birligi'ne karsi izledigi politikalardan daha sert olarak
algilamislardir. Bu durum, her iki tilke tarafindan, ABD’nin miittefiklerine yonelik
tutumunda adil ve dengeli bir ¢izgi izlememesi yoniinden elestirilmistir (Eznack,
2012, s. 55). Séz konusu karsiikh algillamalarin Atlantik ittifaki icindeki
anlasmazliklar1 derinlestirdigi ve miittefikler arasindaki giiven bunalimini
pekistirdigi soylenebilir. Bu bakimdan kriz, kurumsal bir hiiviyet kazanmis Bat1
ittifakinin erken doénemlerinde, ittifakin uyum ve dayanisma ruhuna zarar
verdigini ortaya koymaktadir (Hitchcock, 2008, s. 59).

Bu noktada, Stiveys Krizi'ndeki taraflarin hakliligi veya haksizlig1 tartisiilmamakta;
asil tizerinde durulan husus, bu krizin Atlantik Ittifaki icinde yol actii derin
catlaklar baglaminda olmaktadir. ABD, Siiveys meselesinde miittefiklerinin
taleplerine siyasi liderlik saglayamamis, bu eksiklik ise miittefiklerin gizli
goriismeler yoluyla kendi cikarlarini koruma cabasina ydnelmelerine neden
olmustur. Siiveys miidahalesine yonelik ABD’'nin olumsuz tutumu, Ingiltere ve
Fransa’nin Avrupa merkezli bagimsizlik ¢abalarimi giiclendirmistir. Baslangicta,
Ingiltere ve Fransa’nin hedefi, Amerikan giiciinii Avrupa disinda stratejik bir ara¢
olarak kullanmakti. Ancak ABD’nin Siiveys meselesindeki tepkisi, bu iki iilkede
ciddi bir hayal kiriklig1 yaratmis ve gizli gériismeler sonucu Siiveys miidahalesine
yonelmelerinin temel motivasyonlarindan biri haline gelmistir (Calleo, 1987, s. 42).
Mittefikler arasindaki bu ayrisma, ittifakin birlikteligine ve tek sesliligine ciddi
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sekilde zarar vermistir. Ayrica, Ingiltere ve Fransa’min bu meselede gii¢
kapasitelerine giiven duymamalar1 ve bagimsiz bir irade sergileyememeleri (bu
dogrultuda girisimleri olsa da bunu stirdiirememeleri), uluslararasi prestijlerinin
zarar gormesine yol agmis ve ABD'nin ittifak icindeki hegemonik konumunu daha
da pekistirmistir.

Siiveys Krizi, Bat1 ittifaki icindeki bu ii¢ énemli miittefik -ABD, ingiltere ve Fransa-
arasindaki iliskilere yeni bir boyut kazandirmistir. Kriz, emperyal arzularini
gerceklestirmek amaciyla bélgeye odaklanan Ingiltere’nin hedefledigi sonugclara
ulasamamasiyla Ortadogu’daki etkisinin hizla azalmasina yol agmistir. Bu kriz,
yalnizca Ingiltere’nin bolgesel hegemonyasinin sona erdigini degil, ayn1 zamanda
kiiresel diizeyde biiyiik giic statlisiinii kaybettigini sembolize etmektedir
(Devereux, 2009, s. 119). Siiveys Krizi siirecinde, Ingiltere’nin 6zel miittefiki olan
ABD’den bekledigi destegi gorememesi, iki lilke arasindaki iliskilerin ciddi sekilde
sorgulanmasina yol agmis ve bu durum ingiltere agisindan krizin bir diger olumsuz
sonucu olmustur (Jackson, 2009, s. 53). Ingiltere’nin, ABD’den gelen diplomatik
baski ve ekonomik yaptirimlarla karsi karsiya kalmas;, iki lilke arasindaki stratejik
ortakligin zedelendigini gostermistir (Larres, 2006, s. 206). Bu durumun,
Ingiltere'nin hem uluslararas: arenada yalnizlasmasina hem de kendi kiiresel
statilisiinl yeniden degerlendirme geregi duymasina neden oldugu sdylenebilir.
Boylece Ingiltere, kriz sonrasinda ABD ile zarar goren “6zel iliski” diizeyindeki
baglarini yeniden insa etme ve gelistirme cabasi icine girmistir (Calleo, 1987, s. 42).
Siiveys Krizi'nin Ingiltere’de yarattifi basanisizlik dalgasi, Basbakan Anthony
Eden’in istifasiyla sonuglanmis ve yerine Harold Macmillan ge¢mistir. Macmillan,
ozellikle kriz sonrasinda bozulan ekonomik kosullar iyilestirmek amaciyla
ABD’nin giivenini kazanma ¢abalarini1 yogunlastirmistir (Hitchcock, 2008, ss. 61-
62; Kissinger, 2000, ss. 663-667). Bu baglamda, Mart 1957'de gergeklestirilen
Bermuda Konferansi, iki lilke arasindaki iliskilerde Siiveys Krizi'nin yarattigl
olumsuz etkilerin giderilmesi acisindan 6nemli bir doéniim noktasi olmustur.
Atlantik ittifakinin temel taslarindan biri olan Ingiltere, bu siirecte ABD ile
iliskilerine Avrupa'yla olan iliskilerinden daha fazla énem vermis; Ortadogu’ya
yonelik Bati politikalarinin sekillenmesinde ise iki tllke arasindaki is birligi
belirleyici olmustur. Ayrica, ingiltere’nin Siiveys Krizi'ndeki bagarisizlig, Soguk
Savas baglaminda kiiresel gii¢c dengesinin pekismesine katki saglamis ve bu durum,
ABD ile Sovyetler Birligi arasindaki Ortadogu lizerindeki niifuz miicadelesini daha
da hizlandirmistir.

Siiveys Krizi'nin Atlantik ittifaki’'nda yarattig: giiven bunaliminin, sonraki yillarda
ortaya ¢ikan Kkrizlere dolayli olarak zemin hazirladigi sdylenebilir. Siiveys Krizi'nde
Ingiltere ve Fransa arasinda gelisen yakinlagsma, kriz sonrasindaki yillarda,
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ozellikle Fransa Cumhurbaskani Charles de Gaulle doneminde belirgin bir sekilde
azalmistir. Siiveys meselesinde Ingiltere’nin ABD’nin uyguladig1 ekonomik baskilar
sonucunda geri adim atmasi, Fransa’da derin bir hayal kirikligina neden olmus ve
Ingilizlere duyulan giiveni zedelemistir (Hitchcock, 2008, s. 62). Avrupa
entegrasyonu konusundaki farkli yaklasimlar, iki iilke arasinda rekabeti artirirken,
Soguk Savas'in temel motivasyonu olan Sovyet tehdidine karsi ortak bir tutum
benimsemeleri bu rekabeti sinirlamistir (Catterall, 2006 s. 135). Bununla birlikte,
Ingiltere’nin Avrupa Ekonomik Toplulugu’na (AET) iiyelik bagvurularinin de Gaulle
tarafindan reddedilmesi, iki llke arasindaki gerilimin somut bir yansimasidir
(Ellison, 2006, s. 157).

ABD'nin Siiveys Krizi baglaminda Fransa ve Ingiltere iizerindeki siyasi ve
diplomatik baskilar1 yalnizca bu iki iilkenin degil, genel anlamda Avrupa’nin ABD
karsisindaki stratejik manevra alaninmi daraltmistir. Stiveys Krizi sonrasinda
Atlantik ttifaki icerisinde yasanan gelismeler, 6zellikle Fransa ile ABD arasindaki
stratejik goriis ayriliklar1 ¢ercevesinde sekillenmistir. Fransa, ABD'nin Kkriz
boyunca sergiledigi yaklasimi, Avrupa’nin bagimsiz hareket kabiliyetini kisitlayici
bir miidahale olarak algilamis ve bu durum, Fransa’yi ABD ve ingiltere’den
bagimsiz politikalar izlemesi gerektigine ikna etmistir (Reyn, 2010, s. 27).
Amerikan miidahalesi, Atlantik Ittifaki icerisinde esitler arasi bir ortakliktan ziyade
hiyerarsik bir iligkiyi pekistirerek, Avrupa devletlerinin ulusal ¢ikarlarini savunma
konusundaki esnekligini ciddi sekilde sinirlamistir. Kriz sonrasi Fransa’da mevcut
Amerikan stipheciligi daha da derinlesmis ve otonom bir dis politika izleme arayisi
belirginlesmistir (Bozo, 2010, s. 164; Larres, 2006, s. 207). Bu strateji, 6zellikle de
Gaulle liderliginde hiz kazanmistir. de Gaulle, Siiveys Krizi baglaminda Atlantik
Ittifaki icerisindeki Amerikan yaklasimlarini elestirerek, bu durumu Eisenhower’a
su sozlerle ifade etmistir: “ABD, bazi miittefiklerinin hayati olarak gérdiigii seyleri
kendi hayati cikari olarak degerlendirmedigini bir kez daha kanitlamistir” (Vaisse,
2001, s. 141). Bu aciklama, De Gaulle’iin Atlantik Ittifaki icindeki “Amerikan
aidiyetini” sorguladigini ve ABD'nin ittifak igcerisindeki 6nceliklerini miittefikleriyle
yeterince uyumlu gérmedigini acik¢a ortaya koymaktadir. Nitekim de Gaulle, Subat
1958’de yaptig1 aciklamada iktidara geldikten sonra izleyecegi stratejinin 6n
izlemesini su sozlerle ortaya koymustur:

“Eger Fransa'yi ben yonetseydim NATO’dan ayrilirdim, NATO,
bagimsizligimiza ve ¢ikarlarimiza aykiridir. NATO iyeligimizin Fransa’yi
bir Rus saldirisina karsi korumak i¢in oldugu sdyleniyor. Fakat ben Ruslarin
su anda saldiracagina inanmiyorum ... NATO, artik bir ittifak degildir. Bu bir
tabiiyettir. ... Fransa bagimsizligini kazandiktan sonra Batili iilkelerle resmi
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ittifaklar kurabilir. ... Ancak ABD gibi bir iistiin/amirin bizden sorumlu
olmasini kabul edemeyiz” (Reyn, 2010, s. 21).

De Gaulle, ABD’nin Avrupa’ya yonelik izolasyonist politikalarini siirdiirme egilimi
ile kiiresel hegemonya kurma ¢abalar1 arasinda kaldigini diisiinmekteydi. Bu
degerlendirme de Gaulle’tin savas doneminde ABD ile yasadigi sorunlu iliskilerden
kaynaklanan giivensizligini daha da pekistirmistir (Giauque, 2002, s. 7). Ancak de
Gaulle’iin bagimsizlik ve “grandeur” (Dinan, 2009, s. 52) (biiytikliik) ilkesine dayali
politikalari, ABD ile tamamen diismanlik iizerine kurulu bir iliskiyi 6ngérmiiyordu.
Aksine de Gaulle’iin izledigi strateji hem uyum hem de meydan okumayi bir arada
barindiran bir denge politikasiydi. De Gaulle’iin ABD’ye yonelik meydan okumasi,
ittifak icindeki gerilimi artirmis olsa da NATO’dan tam anlamiyla bir ayriliga neden
olmamistir. Fransa’'nin kismi ayriligi iki kutuplu sistemdeki dengeyi belirgin sekilde
etkilemedigi icin ABD, de Gaulle’iin bu hamlesine kars1 sert bir yanit vermemistir
(Waltz, 2010, s. 169).

De Gaulle, Bat1 ittifaki icerisinde ABD, Ingiltere ve Fransa’'nin yer aldig1 “liglii bir
konsensiis” modeli 6nererek, bu ¢ iilkenin kiiresel etkinliklerini artirmasini
amaclamistir. Bu model, Fransa’nin ittifak icinde ayricalikli bir konum elde ederek
kendisine alan agma ve benimsemis oldugu bagimsiz stratejilere mesruiyet
kazandirma cabasini yansitmaktaydi. de Gaulle’iin bu tglii birliktelik 6nerisinin
yalnizca bir goriintiiden ibaret oldugunu ve samimi bir birliktelik hissiyati
vermedigini fark eden Ingiltere ve ABD, bu éneriye sicak yaklasmamistir. De
Gaulle’iin onerisi, esasen Fransa’'nin liderlik roliinii pekistirme girisimi olarak
algilanmis ve bu durum, ingiltere ile ABD’nin ¢ekimser tutumunu pekistirmistir
(Catterall, 2006, ss. 139-140).

Fransa’nin niikleer caydiricilik konusundaki girisimleri de bagimsizlik stratejisiyle
uyumlu bir sekilde ilerlemistir. Soguk Savas’in kosullarinda konvansiyonel
silahlarin 6nemini kaybetmeye baslamasi, Fransa icin niikleer caydiriciligin ulusal
cikarlar acisindan kritik bir hale gelmesine neden olmustur. Ciinkii niikleer
silahlarin dogrudan bir ¢catismaya basvurmadan stratejik hedeflere ulasmak icin
caydirici bir unsur olarak kullanilabilmeleri, bu giice sahip olan devletler i¢in
onemli koz olarak gériilmektedir (Waltz, 2010; Kardas, 2007). Ancak Ingiltere, -
kriz coziilene dek yasadigi giiven bunalimina ragmen- niikleer silahlanma alaninda
bagimsiz kapasitesini gelistirmeye yonelik cabalarina karsin, bu alanda ABD’ye
olan bagimliligini asamamistir (Waltz, 2010, s. 181). Buna karsin de Gaulle ise,
Fransa’nin savunma politikalarinin ABD’'nin niikleer tekeline bagimli kalmasini
reddetmis ve bu dogrultuda Fransa’nin kendi niikleer kapasitesini gelistirmesi
(Waltz, 2010, s. 181) yoniinde 6nemli adimlar atmistir. Bu baglamda Henry
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Kissinger (2000, ss. 669-670) ingiltere ve Fransa’min niikleer silahlanma
konusundaki yaklasimlarini su sekilde degerlendirmistir: “Ingiliz ve Fransizlarin
kendi niikleer silahlarina olan tavirlari arasindaki fark; ingiltere'nin sekli, 6ze kurban
etmesine karsilik, de Gaulle’lin Fransa’nin kimligi tizerinde israrla durarak, sekille
6zii esit diizeye koymasi olmugstur.” Niikleer silaha sahip olmak bir nevi de Gaulle’iin
dedigi gibi NATO'nun tabiiyetinden kurtulmak olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Siiveys Krizi sonrasinda ingiltere’nin Atlantik sistemi ve ABD ile olan bagimliig
belirgin bir sekilde artmistir. Buna karsilik, Avrupa entegrasyonu baglaminda
Almanya ile ortak hareket eden Fransa, Siiveys Krizi sirasinda Atlantik sistemine
yonelik memnuniyetsizligini daha da derinlestirmistir. Bu durum, Avrupa’daki
Amerikan varligindan endise duyan de Gaulle’iin (Turan & Karafil, 2021, s. 17),
Fransa liderliginde sekillenen Avrupa merkezli entegrasyon cabalarinin
gliclenmesine ivme kazandirmis ve Atlantik is birligine alternatif bir yaklasimin
gelisimini tesvik etmistir. de Gaulle, “Atlantikci Avrupa” anlayisindan ziyade
“Avrupali Avrupa” yaklasimini benimsemistir. Bu vizyon, kita Avrupasi’nin ABD'nin
etkisinden kurtulmasini ve kendi bagimsiz kimligini olusturmasini hedefliyordu
(Dougherty, 1979, s. 43; Hitchcock, 2008, s. 64). de Gaulle, bu baglamda
“Atlantik’ten Urallara” kadar uzanan bir Avrupa idealini ger¢eklestirmek istemistir.
de Gaulle’iin bu cabasi, “Europe des patries” (Pfaltzgraff, 1979, s. 16) (patronsuz
Avrupa) anlayisiyla uyumludur. Bu politika, Avrupa’nin bagimsizligini ve bolgesel
biitiinliglini vurgularken, kita tizerindeki Amerikan hegemonyasini sona erdirme
amacini tasiyordu (Pfaltzgraff, 1979, s. 16). Avrupa entegrasyonuna biiyliik 6nem
veren de Gaulle, bu dogrultuda yakin komsusu olan Almanya ile tarihsel
husumetlere dayal iligkileri yeniden sekillendirmeye ihtiyac duyuyordu
(Hitchcock, 2008, s. 64). de Gaulle'iin Napolyon’dan sonra Almanya’yi ziyaret eden
ilk Fransiz devlet baskani olmasi bu iliskiye verdigi 6nemi agik¢a ortaya
koymaktadir. Alman Sansdélyesi Konrad Adenauer ile de Gaulle arasinda gelistirilen
is birligi, ilerleyen yillarda 1963 yilinda imzalanan Elysee Antlasmasi ile resmiyet
kazanarak bir dostluk anlasmasina donlismiis ve bu durumun mevcut ittifak
dengelerini sarsabilecegi algisi, ABD ve Ingiltere’nin hosnutsuzluguna yol agmistir.
Fransa ve Almanya arasinda imzalanan bu anlasma, Fransa'nin ayni donemde
Ingiltere’nin AET’ye liyelik basvurusunu reddetmesiyle cakismistir. Dénemin ABD
Baskani John F. Kennedy, Fransa’'nin bu tutumunu “dostane olmayan bir hareket”
(FRUS/Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963, XIII, 2018, s. 149) olarak
degerlendirmis ve bu gelismeler, Atlantik ittifaki icinde anlasmazliga yol acan
baska bir husus olmustur.

Siiveys Krizi, Atlantik Ittifaki icerisindeki mevcut sorunlarin belirginlestigi ve
derinlestigi énemli bir déniim noktasi olmustur. Krizin yalnizca Ingiltere ve
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Fransa’nin Orta Dogu’daki ¢ikarlarinin zayiflamasina yol agmadigi, ayni zamanda
Atlantik Ittifaki icinde stratejik 6nceliklerin ¢atismasinin dolayl bir tetikleyicisi
oldugu soylenebilir. 1957 yilinda Sputnik Olay1'nin Sovyetler Birligi tarafindan Bati
diinyasina meydan okuma niteligi tasimasi, Berlin Krizi'nin Avrupa’daki
bolinmisliigii pekistirmesi ve niikleer silahlanma tartismalarinin giivenlik
kaygilarini artirmas, Atlantik Ittifaki icerisindeki sorunlarin cesitlenmesine yol
acmistir. Siiveys Krizi sonrasi yakin donemde ortaya ¢ikan bu gelismeler, Bat1 Blogu
icerisindeki farklilagsmalarin derinlesmesine ve Atlantik ittifaki'nin dayaniklihginin
sorgulanmasina yol agmistir. Krizin uzun vadeli sonuglari, sadece Soguk Savas
baglaminda degil, ayni1 zamanda Avrupa’nin kendi kimligini ve stratejik 6zerkligini
insa etme siirecinde de kritik bir kilometre tasi olarak goriilebilir.

Sonug

Siiveys Krizi’'nde Ingiltere ve Fransa, sémiirgecilik motivasyonuyla hareket ederek
geleneksel dis politika cizgilerini siirdiirme c¢abasini acik bir sekilde ortaya
koymustur. Buna karsin, ABD, somiirgecilik karsitlig1 ve komiinizm tehdidine karsi
bir durus sergilemis, Ortadogu’daki stratejik ¢ikarlarini koruma anlayisiyla hareket
ederek Ingiltere ve Fransa’min miidahalesine en basindan beri karsi gikmigtir.
Amerikan yonetimi, bu miidahalenin yalnizca Sovyetler Birligi'nin Ortadogu’da
etkisini artirmasina zemin hazirlayacagi ve bolgedeki istikrar1 daha da bozacagi
degerlendirmesinde bulunmustur.

Siiveys Krizi, yalnizca Ingiltere ve Fransa acisindan degil, ABD acisindan da ittifak
ici giivenin ciddi bicimde sarsildigl bir doniim noktasi olmustur. Taraflarin
birbirlerine karsi suclayici bir tutum sergilemesi ittifak icinde rol ve liderlik
tartismalarini beraberinde getirmistir. Avrupa’nin iki biiyiik giicii, ABD’nin Orta
Dogu’daki c¢ikarlarini kendi ulusal ajandalarinin 6ntine koydugunu diistinerek,
Amerikan liderliginin  giivenilirligini sorgulamaya baslarken; ABD ise
miittefiklerinin bagimsiz ve koordinasyonsuz askeri girisimlerini, ittifak disiplinine
ve Soguk Savas stratejisine zarar verici birer sapma olarak degerlendirmistir.
Ancak tiim bu karsiikh giivensizlik ortamina ragmen, Atlantik ittifaki'nin
sirdirilmesi yoniindeki ortak irade bozulmamistir. Bu noktada, sadece ortak
tehdit algisinin degil, ittifakin sembolik anlaminin ve sistemik dengeler
karsisindaki islevinin de etkili oldugu goriilmektedir. Walt'in (1997, s. 165) isaret
ettigi lizere, ittifaklar zamanla yalnizca stratejik is birlikleri degil, ayn1 zamanda
biiylik giiclerin kararhilik ve giivenilirlik sembollerine doniisiir. Ayn1 sekilde,
Ingiltere ve Fransa da yasadiklar1 hayal kirikhgina ragmen Atlantik Ittifaki’ni
koruma yoniinde tutum sergilemislerdir. Zira ittifaktan kopmanin yalnizca ABD ile
iliskilerde degil, ayn1 zamanda Avrupa’daki giivenlik mimarisinin biitiinliiglinde
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sarsicl etkiler yaratabilecegi ongoriilmiistiir. Walt’a gore bir ittifakin korunmasi,
bazen dogrudan stratejik faydadan ziyade, diger miittefiklere olumsuz sinyal
vermeme gerekliligiyle aciklanabilir. Bu nedenle, Siiveys Krizi'ne ragmen ittifakin
stirdiiriilmesi, hem sistemsel dengeyi muhafaza etme arayisi hem de kolektif
giivenlik diizeninin siirekliligi acisindan rasyonel bir tercihe déniigmiistiir. Ittifakin
stirdiiriilebilir kilinmas: Atlantik ittifaki’'nin esnek ve dinamik bir yapida oldugunu
gostermektedir. Sonug olarak, Siiveys Krizi, Atlantik Ittifaki’nin hem dayaniklihgin
hem de kirilganligini sinayan bir doniim noktasi olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Extended Abstract

This study examines the effects of the Suez Crisis that erupted in 1956 in the
Atlantic alliance, the alliance dynamics within the Western bloc led by the United
States of America (US) and the hegemony debates that emerged during the crisis.
During the Cold War, the unity and solidarity of the Western alliance was critical
both to balance the growing influence of the Soviet Union and to preserve the global
order. However, the Suez Crisis was an important turning point that questioned the
balance of power within the Atlantic alliance and the hegemonic leadership of the
United States. The study aims to evaluate the Suez Crisis by placing it under a
theoretical framework around the question “why do states conflict within
alliances?”. In this study, a literature review method involving the analysis of data
related to historical events and secondary sources was adopted. This method
provides the opportunity to analyze the strategic disagreements between the US,
Britain and France during the crisis and the repercussions of this situation on the
alliance.

The military intervention of Britain and France in Egypt, together with Israel,
without the approval of the US, undermined the principle of solidarity of the
alliance and questioned the hegemonic role of the US in Europe. During the crisis,
the US opposed direct military intervention, called for the use of diplomatic means,
and tried to limit the unilateral military actions of its allies with this approach. The
US economic pressure on Britain was even more effective with the speculative
attacks on the British pound sterling and caused Britain to step back from military
intervention. While this situation demonstrated the strength of the US economic
and political influence over Western Europe, it also led to the emergence of a desire
among European allies to act independently.

During the crisis, Britain and France’s criticism of the US revealed the fragility of
the hegemonic balance within the Atlantic alliance. Under the leadership of Charles
de Gaulle, France started to question its dependence on the US global policies and
developed an independent defense policy by deciding to withdraw from the

167



Tiirkiye Ortadogu Calismalar1 Dergisi, 12(1) 2025, 149-174

military wing of NATO in the following years. Britain, on the other hand, tried to
repair its relations with the US but realized that it had lost its former imperial
power in the international arena. This process paved the way for debates
questioning the extent to which US leadership was accepted within the Atlantic
alliance and the extent to which the allies could act independently in line with their
national interests.

Although Egypt failed militarily in the aftermath of the crisis, Gamal Abdel Nasser
significantly strengthened his political leadership in the Arab world. Moreover, the
crisis paved the way for the Soviet Union to increase its influence in the Middle East
and caused the Cold War to gain a global dimension. The US strategy of keeping the
Western alliance united against the Soviet Union gained more importance after the
Suez Crisis and forced the Atlantic alliance to adopt a more holistic approach to
crises.

The Suez Crisis not only deepened existing tensions within the Atlantic alliance but
also shaped the direction of future cooperation and integration efforts. However,
this crisis did not lead to the dissolution of the alliance; on the contrary, the
institutional integrity of the alliance could be preserved by trying to manage the
disputes through diplomatic interventions. Indeed, the United States, despite its
harsh criticism of its allies over the crisis, did not question its obligations under
NATO. Similarly, France and Britain, despite the ruptures, favored the continuation
of the Atlantic system. This can be explained by structural interests in preserving
the sustainability of the transatlantic security architecture, rather than the short-
term benefits that the alliance directly provided. In the post-crisis period, the
parties have managed to minimize the damage to alliance relations and have shown
the will to continue their cooperation in line with common interests.

Notlar

1 Glenn H. Snyder, ¢atismay ¢ikar uyumsuzlugu olarak tanimlamaktadir (Snyder, 1984, s.
472).

168



Ahmet Karafil
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Yazarin Katkilari: Makale tek yazarhdir. Yazar makalenin son halini okuyup
onaylamistir.

Cikar Catismasi Bildirimi: Yazar tarafindan potansiyel cikar c¢atismasi
bildirilmemistir.

Destek/Destekleyen Kuruluslar: Bu arastirma i¢in herhangi bir kamu
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12 Eyliil Sonrasi Siyasal Alanin Yeniden insasi: 1983 Genel Secimlerinde
Diyarbakir Se¢im Cevresinde Se¢cmen Egilimi

The Reconstruction of the Political Sphere After September 12: Voter Trends in The
Diyarbakir Electoral District in the 1983 General Elections

0z: Temsili demokrasilerde halkin yonetime katilimy, belirli araliklarla yapilan ve
yasal c¢ercevede adil bir sekilde gerceklestirilen secimlerle saglanmaktadir.
Secimler, yoneten-yonetilen arasindaki iliskinin diizenlenmesinde merkezi bir rol
oynamaktadir. Ancak, sec¢im siireclerinde halkin temsilci (milletvekili)
tercihlerindeki egilimler ve olusturulan yasama organlarinin temsil derecesi
giiniimiizde 6nemli tartisma konularindandir. Tarihinde askeri miidahaleler
deneyimlemis ve temsili demokrasiyle yonetilen Tiirkiye 6zelinde de bu konular,
giincelligini korumakta ve demokratik sistemin isleyisine dair elestirel
analizlerde siklikla incelenmektedir. Ozellikle secmen egilimleri, temsil adaleti ve
meclis yapisinin toplumsal cesitliligi yansitma diizeyi, Tiirkiye siyaset bilimi
literatiiriinde 6ne ¢ikan arastirma alanlari arasindadir. Bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye nin
demokratiklesme siirecinde kritik bir doniim noktasini olusturan 12 Eylil 1980
Askeri Darbesi sonrasinda gergeklestirilen ilk genel se¢im olan 1983
se¢imlerini odak noktasina alarak hem Ortadogu’'nun siyasi dinamigi hem
de Tiirkiye'nin i¢ siyasal yapisi baglaminda stratejik 6nem tasiyan Diyarbakir
ili 6zelinde se¢gmen  egilimlerini ve siyasal temsil diizeyini analiz etmeyi
hedeflemektedir. Calismada, YSK verileri, 17. Donem TBMM Albiimii ve Meclis
Tutanaklari gibi birincil kaynaklar temel veri seti olarak degerlendirilmistir.
Ayrica, se¢gmen egilimlerinin cografi dagilimini gorsellestirmek amaciyla ArcGIS
yazilimi kullanilarak tematik bir se¢im haritasi olusturulmustur.
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Anahtar Kelimeler: Temsili Demokrasi, Se¢im, Segmen Egilimi

Abstract: In representative democracies, public participation in governance is
ensured through elections held at regular intervals and conducted fairly within a
legal framework. Elections play a central role in regulating the relationship
between the governing and the governed. However, electoral trends in public
preferences for MPs and the representativeness of legislative bodies remain key
debates today. In Tiirkiye's case - governed by representative democracy yet with
a history of military interventions - these issues retain their currency and are
frequently analyzed in critical examinations of the democratic system's
functioning. Particularly, voter tendencies, representational fairness, and the
degree to which parliamentary structure reflects societal diversity stand among
prominent research areas in Tiirkiye political science literature. This study
focuses on the 1983 general elections -the first elections held after the September
12, 1980, military coup, a critical turning point in Tiirkiye’s democratization
process-and aims to analyze voter trends and political representation levels in the
context of Diyarbakir province, which holds strategic importance both for the
political dynamics of the Middle East and Tiirkiye’s domestic political structure. In
this study, primary sources including data from the Supreme Election Council
(YSK) the official album of the 17th Term of the Grand National Assembly of
Tiirkiye, and parliamentary proceedings were utilized as the core data sources.
Additionally, a thematic election map was created using ArcGIS software to
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Giris

Halkin kendi kendini yonetmesi anlamina gelen ve bu kapsamda siyasal esitlik
ilkesini iceren demokrasi kavrami, icerdigi anlama binaen tarih boyunca hem
ulasilmasi arzulanan bir ideal hem de derin elestirilere maruz kalan bir yonetim
bicimi olmustur. Temsili demokrasi fikri bilhassa 18.yy’'in ikinci yarisindan
itibaren, onemli 6l¢iide Amerikan ve Fransiz Devrimlerinin de etkisiyle, siyasal
temsil anlayisinin demokratik ilkeler dahilinde gelisimine paralel olarak ortaya
cikmis ve giintimiizde Tirkiye dahil modern devletlerin benimsedigi bir sistem
haline gelmistir.

Demokrasinin bu yeni tiirii siire¢ icerisinde modern devletlerin siyasal ve
toplumsal tarihlerine bagh olarak farkli yapisal 6zellikler kazanmistir. Bu durum,
yOneten ve yonetilen iliskisi baglaminda halkin siyasal katilim diizeyinin tilkeden
iilkeye degismesine yol agmistir. Temsili demokrasi, halkin yoneticilerini secme ve
karar alma siireglerine dolayli da olsa katilma istegi lizerine insa edilmistir. Genel
oy hakkinin yayginlasmasi ve anayasal giivence altina alinmasiyla birlikte, bu
sistem modern devletlerin mesru yonetim bicimi haline gelmistir. Parlamentolar,
secim mekanizmalari ve siyasi partiler, demokrasinin temel kurumlari olarak islev
gormektedir. Ancak her tlkenin kendine has siyasal ve toplumsal tarihi, secim ve
parti sistemlerini farklilastirmakta, bu da meclis ve hiikiimet yapilarinin temsili
niteligini etkileyip cesitlendirmektedir.

Glinlimiizde temsili demokrasi ile yonetilen tilkelerde, segmen davranisi ve siyasal
temsil konular1 énemli arastirma alanlar1 haline gelmistir. Ozellikle Bat1 Avrupa
iilkelerinde ve tarihinde askeri darbelere taniklik etmis Tiirkiye'de, se¢men
egilimleri, siyasal katilim, oy verme davranislari, secim sitemleri ve temsil dlizeyi
gibi konular siyaset bilimi ve siyaset sosyolojisinin odak noktasini olusturmaktadir.
Tiirkiye 6zelinde, Kiirt etnik kimligiyle 6ne ¢ikan Glineydogu Anadolu Bolgesi'ndeki
Diyarbakir ili, bu baglamda stratejik bir éneme sahiptir. Diyarbakir’in sosyolojik
yapisl ve siyasi egilimleri hem Tiirkiye hem de Ortadogu siyaseti acisindan kritik
bir rol oynamaktadir. Ancak, 1980 sonrasi donemde Diyarbakir'in siyasal
dinamikleri, secmen egilimleri ve temsil diizeyini inceleyen yeterli akademik
calisma bulunmamaktadir.

Bu nedenle bu ¢alisma, Diyarbakir'in siyasal yapisini, 12 Eyliil 1980 Darbesi'nin
ardindan gerceklesen ilk genel se¢cim olan 1983 secimleri 6zelinde analiz ederek,
secim sistemi ve sonuglari, milletvekillerinin sosyal profilleri ve meclis faaliyetleri
tizerinden degerlendirmeyi amacglamaktadir. Boylece, literatiirdeki boslugu
doldurmay1 ve Tiirkiye’deki temsili demokrasi tartismalarina katki saglamayi
hedeflemektedir. Bu baglamda, Diyarbakir 6rnegi lizerinden se¢gmen egilimleri ve
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siyasal temsil diizeyi hem yerel hem de ulusal siyaset agisindan 6nemli bir
perspektif sunmaktadir.

Temsili Demokrasinin Tarihsel Gelisimi

Ik o6rneklerine MO 5.yyin Antik Yunan kent devletciklerinde rastlanilan
demokrasi, halk egemenligi anlayisindan hareketle sekillenmis olup, kelime kokii
itibariyle demos/krotos yani halk/yonetim sozclklerinin bir araya geldigi
demokratia’dan gelmektedir (Giddens, 2008, s. 897). Dogrudan demokrasi
uygulamalarina konu olan Antik¢ag Yunan Kent devleti Atina’da Ekklesia/500’ler
Meclisi olarak adlandiran Halk Meclisi, yurttaslarin yonetim gorevlerinin yani sira
karar alma siire¢lerinde dogrudan aracisiz bir sekilde yer almasini saglayan bir 6z-
yOnetim sistemi olarak varlik géstermistir. Ancak, yalnizca yirmi yas tstii 500
0zgiir erkegin katilmina izin verildigi bu meclis tiiriinde kadinlarin, kolelerin ve
metiklerin (yabancilarin/poliste dogmamis ancak oraya sonradan yerlesmis
olanlarin) dislanmasi, siyasal esitliin tam olarak saglanamadigl yoniinde
elestirilere neden olmustur. Bu nedenle, Antik Yunan’'daki demokrasi modeli, her
ne kadar dogrudan demokrasi 6rnegi olarak goriilse de giiniimiizde hala tartisma
konusu olmaktadir (Heywood, 2002, ss. 68-73).

Antik Yunan’dan giinlimiize kadar, demokrasi iddiasinda bulunan g¢esitli devletler
ve hiikiimetler, siyasal katilim konusunda kisitlamalar getirmistir. Bu durum,
demokrasinin uygulanis biciminde farkliliklara yol a¢gmis ve simdiye kadar
demokrasiye dair ortak bir tanim iizerinde uzlasilmasini engellemistir. Bu
baglamda, iki temel tartisma 6ne ¢ikmaktadir: Birincisi, demokrasi kavraminin
kokiinde yer alan “halk” kelimesinin tam olarak kimleri kapsadig; ikincisi ise
demokrasinin temel bilesenlerinden biri olan siyasal esitliin nasil
saglanabilecegidir. S6z konusu tartismalar baglaminda énemli diisiiniirlerden biri
olan Rousseau (2018, ss. 61-63), demokrasinin gercek anlamina karsilik
gelebilecek herhangi bir siyasal yapilanmanin heniiz var olmadigini ve bunun
miimkin de olmayacagini ifade etmektedir. Rousseau’ya gore demokrasi,
egemenligin halka ait oldugu ve yonetim gorevinin tiim halka ya da halkin
cogunluguna birakildigi bir siyasal yapiy1 ifade etmektedir. Bu sebeple,
demokrasinin uygulanabilirlik a¢isindan daha ¢ok niifusu az olan devletler i¢in
elverisli bir sistem oldugunu savunmaktadir.

Zamanla, hem nifus yogunlugu nedeniyle halkin tamaminin yo6netim islerine
dogrudan katiliminin miimkiin olamayacagina dair inan¢ - ve dolayisiyla dogrudan
demokrasinin pratikte uygulanabilirliginin sinirhiligi- hem de ydnetilenlerin
kendilerini temsil edecek yoneticileri se¢me arzusu, temsili demokrasi fikrinin
gelisimini beraberinde getirmistir. Temsil kavrami, tipki demokrasi gibi, siyasal
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gelismeler ve bu dogrultuda ortaya ¢ikan uygulamalar cercevesinde farkl
sekillerde tanimlanmis olsa da gliniimiizdeki kullanimi genel olarak “temsil edildigi
iddia edilen bir seyin veya bir grubun, bir araci vasitasiyla su ya da bu sekilde var
edilmesi veya sunulmasi” fikrini icermektedir (Diggs, 1968, s. 29).

Orta Cag ve oncesinde, Kanuni Karine olarak nitelendirilen temsil anlayisi, siyasal
baglamda heniiz tam anlamiyla igerik kazanmamis olsa da temsil kavraminin
gelisimine zemin hazirlayan bazi 6nemli gelismelere sahne olmustur. Bu donemde
temsil, kalitsal haklara dayali olarak kurgulanmis olup, secilmis temsilciler fikri
heniiz gelisim gostermemistir. Ancak 13. ve 14. yiizyillarda, bazi Avrupa
kralliklarinda, kral tarafindan sunulan vergilendirme oranlari gibi tedbirlere
yonelik riza gostermesi istenen ayricalikli simiflarin varligy, siyasal temsil
anlayisinin - tam olarak olgunlasmamis olsa da - gelisimine kapi aralamistir (Birch,
1971, s. 24).

Orta Cag boyunca, feodal beyler ve Kkilisenin etkili oldugu meclisler, krala
danismanlik yapmak amaciyla toplanmis ve baslangicta muizakere yetkisi olmayan
sembolik yapilar olarak varlik géstermistir. Ancak zamanla, krallarin otoritesinin
zayiflamasi ve yerel giiclerin artan baskisi sonucunda, bu meclisler daha fazla yetki
kazanmaya baglamistir. Ozellikle ingiltere’de 1215 yi1linda imzalanan Magna Carta,
kralin yetkilerini sinirlayarak meclislerin giiclenmesine 6nemli bir katki
saglamistir. ingiltere’”de 1254 yilinda eyalet sovalyelerinin parlamentoya
cagrilmasi (Birch, 1971, ss. 25-27) ve 1265’te kontluk ve kent temsilcilerinin
katilimi, temsili kurumlarin gelisiminde doéniim noktalart olarak kabul
edilmektedir (Lyon, 2012, s. 169). 14. yluzyillda Avam Kamarasrnin (House of
Commons) olusumu ise parlamentonun mali yetkilerini artirarak kral lizerinde
denetim mekanizmasi olusturmasini saglamistir (Birch, 1971, s. 27).

Fransa’da ise 1302 yilinda toplanan Etats Généraux, baslangigta sembolik bir nitelik
tasimakla birlikte, 6zellikle 1355-1357 yillarinda Ingiltere’yle yasanan savas
sirasinda krala karsi vergi ve yonetim konularinda tavizler koparmaya yonelik
girisimlerde bulunmustur (Birch, 1971, ss. 25-26). Ancak bu kazanimlar kalici
olamamis ve meclis, 17. yilizyllda tamamen ortadan kalkmistir. Temsili hiikiimet
sisteminin gelisimi, feodalizmin ¢okiisii, kentlesme, ticaretin yayginlasmasi ve
burjuvazinin yiikselisi gibi sosyo-ekonomik dinamiklerle birlikte hiz kazanmistir.
Ozellikle ingiltere’de 1688 yilinda gerceklesen Sanlh Devrim (Glorious Revolution)
ile smnirlh monarsinin kurulmasi, parlamentonun giliciinii artirarak modern
anayasal sistemin temellerini atmistir (Duverger, 1986, s. 58). Fransa’da ise Tiers
Etat'in (liclincl sinif/otekiler) ortaya cikisi, temsili kurumlarin ¢ogulculasmasina
ve siyasal katilimin genislemesine 6énemli bir katki saglamistir (Moore, 1982).
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Bu gelismelerle birlikte feodal kralliklar birer birer tarih sahnesinden ¢ekilmis ve
temsili demokrasi fikri ilk olarak 17. yiizyilda ingiltere'de, ardindan 18. yiizyilin
ikinci yarisinda Amerika ve Fransa'da yayginlik kazanmistir. Amerikan Devrimi,
Ingiliz parlamentosunun kolonistlere yénelik vergilendirme politikalarina karsi
cikan "temsilsiz vergi olmaz" ilkesiyle temsil kavramini siyasal arenaya tasimistir.
Bu siirec, temsili demokrasinin diisiinsel temellerini olusturmustur (Wood, 2002,
s. 21). Kolonistler, Ingiliz parlamentosunda yeterince temsil edilmediklerini
savunarak, kendi sectikleri temsilciler araciligiyla yonetilme hakkini talep
etmislerdir. Bu talepler, Amerikan anayasasinin olusturulmasi stirecinde temsili
demokrasinin temel ilkelerinin belirlenmesine katkida bulunmustur (Wood, 1993,
s. 96; Dunn, 2005, ss. 72-73). Fransiz Devrimi ise, modern demokrasi anlayisinin
kavramsal ve teorik ¢ercevesinin insasinda énemli bir rol oynamistir. Emmanuel-
Joseph Sieyés, Thomas Paine ve Maximilien Robespierre gibi diisiiniirler, temsil ve
demokrasinin uyumlu hale getirilmesine katkida bulunmuslardir. Sieyés, ulusun
ortak yasalar ve temsil yoluyla bir biitiin haline gelebilecegini savunmus, halk
egemenligine dayali bir temsili hiikiimet sistemini 6nermistir (Hobson, 2008, ss.
451-453). Paine ise, temsili demokrasiyi monarsi ve aristokrasi gibi dogal olmayan
yonetim bigimlerine karsi en rasyonel ve uygulanabilir sistem olarak gérmustiir
(Paine, 1987, ss. 634-641). Amerika ve Fransa'da gerceklesen devrimlerin fikirleri,
19. ylizyilda diger Avrupa iilkelerinde de temsili demokrasinin gelisimine dnciiliik
etmistir. Nihayetinde, genel oy hakkinin taninmasiyla birlikte modern parlamenter
sistemler ortaya c¢ikmistir. Temsil, secim yoluyla gerceklesen bir siire¢ haline
gelmis ve giiniimiiz demokratik sistemlerinin temelini olusturmustur (Bealey,
1988, ss. 28-42). Bu siireg, halkin yonetime katilimini saglayan temsili
mekanizmalarin kurumsallagsmasini beraberinde getirmistir.

Ancak, modern devletlerin siyasal ve toplumsal tarihlerine bagh olarak
gelistirdikleri yapisal 6zellikler, demokrasinin bu yeni tiiriinii sekillendirdiginden,
yoneten ve yonetilen iliskisi baglaminda halkin siyasal katilim diizeyinin devletler
nezdinde farklilik gostermesine yol agmistir.

Tiirkiye’de Temsili Demokrasinin Gelisimi

Tiirkiye'de se¢me ve secilme kavramlari, ilk kez 1876 yilinda I. Megsrutiyet'in ilani
ve Kanun-i Esasi'nin kabul edilmesiyle ortaya cikmistir. Bu dénemde, sinirh oy
hakkina sahip olan vergi veren veya emlak sahibi erkeklerin katilimiyla 1877
yilinda Mebusan Meclisi segimleri gerceklestirilmistir. Ancak bu ilk demokrasi
deneyimi, Osmanli Padisahi II. Abdiilhamit tarafindan {i¢ ay sonra feshedilmistir.
Otuz y1l boyunca meclis toplanamazken, 1908 yilinda II. Megsrutiyet'in ilaniyla
birlikte Intihab-1 Mebusan Kanunu cergevesinde iki dereceli secimler yapilmis ve
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Ittihat ve Terakki Firkasi'min listesi tamamen secilmistir. 1912 yilinda "sopali
secimler” olarak bilinen secimlerde muhalif Hiirriyet ve Itilaf Firkasi, meclise sadece
alt1 iiye génderebilmistir. 1914 secimlerinde ise [ttihat ve Terakki Firkast yeniden
tlim adaylarini segtirmistir. Milli Miicadele doneminde, 1919 yilinda Mustafa Kemal
liderligindeki Anadolu ve Rumeli Miidafa-i Hukuk Cemiyeti'nin katilimiyla Osmanl
Devleti'nin son secimleri yapilmis ve bu partinin zaferiyle Mebusan Meclisi altinci
kez toplanmistir. Ancak isgal giiclerinin meclisi dagitmas1 lizerine, 23 Nisan
1920'de Tiirkiye Biiytik Millet Meclisi (TBMM) kurulmustur. Mustafa Kemal, 1923
yilinda Cumhuriyet Halk Firkasi'm1 (CHF) kurarak tek parti rejimini baslatmis ve bu
rejim, II. Dlinya Savasi'nin sonuna kadar devam etmistir. Bu siireg, Tiirkiye'nin
siyasal tarihinde tek parti doneminin temellerini atmistir (Akgiin, 2002, ss. 21-22).

Turkiye’'nin erken Cumhuriyet donemi segimleri, iki dereceli ve mutlak ¢ogunluk
esasina dayal bir sistemle gerceklestirilmistir (TUIK, 2012, s. IX). Bu sistemde,
secmenler oOnce ikinci se¢menleri belirlemis, ardindan bu ikinci se¢menler
milletvekillerini se¢cmistir (Demirel, 2014, s. 17). Bu siirecte, CHF tek parti olarak
iilkeyi yonetmis ve bagimsiz adaylarin meclise girmesi olduk¢a zor olmustur.
Ornegin, 1923 secimlerinde CHF disindan sadece iki bagimsiz aday (Eskisehir'den
Emin Sazak ve Giimiishane’den Zeki Kadirbeyoglu) meclise girebilmistir (Demirel,
2014, ss. 18-21). 1924 Anayasasi ile milletvekili olabilmek i¢in Tiirk¢e okuma-
yazma sarti getirilmistir. Sinirli oy hakkinin genisletilmesiyle kadinlara 20 Mart
1930 tarihinde yerel secimlerde se¢cme hakki, 5 Aralik 1934’te gerceklestirilen
anayasa degisikligiyle de genel secimlerde segcme ve secilme hakki taninmustir.
Se¢men yasi ise 22 olarak belirlenmistir. S6z konusu uygulama 1946 secimlerine
kadar yiiriirliikte kalmistir (TUIK, 2012, s. X). Ancak 1942’de ¢ikarilan 4320 sayili
Sec¢im Kanunu ile her il ilk kez se¢im bolgesine ayrilmis ve tek partili donemin son
secimleri olarak kabul edilen 1943 secimlerine bu yeni secim kanunuyla girilmistir
(Oztekin, 2007, ss. 407-408).

CHF, 1935 yili segimlerine ismini Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (CHP) olarak
degistirerek girmistir. 1939-1946 yillar1 arasinda, CHP icinde bir denetim
mekanizmasi olarak "Miistakil Grup" olusturulmustur. Ancak bu grup, etkili bir
mubhalefet yapamamis ve partinin i¢ dinamiklerini denetlemekte yetersiz kalmistir
(Demirel, 2014, s. 305). 1943 se¢imleri, tek partili ddnemin son se¢imleri olmus ve
CHP yine iktidarda kalmistir. Bu donemde, CHP disinda baska partilerin kurulmasi
engellenmis, ancak II. Diinya Savasi sonrasi uluslararasi baskilar ve i¢ talepler
nedeniyle cok partili hayata gecis silireci baslamistir (Akgiin, 2002, ss. 38-39).

Bu siirecte CHP disinda 14 siyasi parti kurulmus (Erkan & Aydin, 2012, s. 84) ancak,
iclerinden yalnizca biri, 1945 yilinda CHP'den ayrilan Celal Bayar, Adnan Menderes,
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Fuat Koprili ve Refik Koraltan tarafindan kurulan Demokrat Parti (DP), Tiirkiye
siyasi tarihinde dnemli bir doniim noktasi olmustur (Lewis, 1961, s. 298). 1946
secimleri, cok partili hayata gecisin ilk se¢cimleri olmus, 1946 Secimleri 6ncesinde
yurirliige giren 4918 sayili Milletvekili Se¢imi Kanunu ile iki dereceli secim sistemi
terk edilerek, tek dereceli cogunluk sistemi benimsenmistir. Ancak, bu yeni
sistemde "acik oy, gizli tasnif’ yontemi uygulanmis ve se¢imlerin denetimi adli
birimler yerine idari birimler tarafindan gerceklestirilmistir. Bu durum, se¢im
stirecinin seffafligina yonelik siipheler dogurmus ve sonuglar iizerinde uzun siiren
tartismalara yol acmistir (TUIK, 2012, s. XII). DP, bu secimlerde sinirh bir basari
elde etmis ve Diyarbakir gibi bolgelerde teskilatlanma cabalar1 baslatmistir
(Caglayan, 2014, s. 62).

1946 secimleri, Tiirkiye’de cok partili hayata gecisin baslangici olarak kabul edilse
de fiili anlamda ¢ok partili sistemin yerlesmesi 1950 secimleriyle gerceklesmistir.
1946 secimlerinde, DP gibi yeni partilerin ortaya ¢ikmasi ve se¢im sisteminde
yapilan demokratik degisiklikler, tek parti doneminin sona ermesine zemin
hazirlamistir. Bu siirecte, DP’nin lilke genelinde teskilatlanmasi hiz kazanmis ve
toplumda merkez-cevre ekseninde belirgin bir siyasal kutuplasma ortaya cikmistir.
CHP, laiklik, baticilik ve merkeziyetcilik gibi ilkeleri savunan asker, sivil biirokrat
ve aydin kesimler tarafindan desteklenirken; DP, ekonomide liberal politikalari
benimseyen, muhafazakar degerlere 6nem veren ve kirsal kesimdeki kii¢iik esnaf,
ciftci, distik statiilii memurlar ve vasifsiz iscilerden olusan bir taban tarafindan
desteklenmistir (Akgtin, 2002, s. 39).

1950 secimleri 6ncesinde, muhalefetin baskisi ve siyasal kosullarin gereklilikleri
dogrultusunda 5545 sayili Milletvekilleri Secimi Kanunu ¢ikarilmistir. Bu yeni
kanun, secimlerin “tek dereceli, esit, genel, gizli oy, acik tasnif” usuliine gore ve adli
denetim altinda yapilmasmi 6éngérmiistiir (TUIK, 2012, s. XII). Ayrica, secim
usulsiizliiklerinin dniine gecmek amaciyla Yargitay ve Danistay liyelerinden olusan
bir Yiiksek Secim Kurulu kurulmus ve se¢cim kurullarinin baskanliklarina yargiglar
atanmistir (Erogul, 1998, s. 81). 1946-1957 yillan arasinda uygulanan ¢ogunluk
sistemi, bir partinin bir bolgede salt cogunlugu elde etmesi durumunda o bolgedeki
tliim milletvekilliklerini kazanmasina olanak tanimistir (TUH(, 2012, s. XII). Se¢im
kanununda yapilan bu demokratik degisiklikler, Tiirkiye tarihinde genis kapsamli
ilk secim kampanyasinin baslamasina zemin hazirlamistir. Bu siireg, siyasi
partilerin halkla dogrudan iletisim kurmasini ve se¢menlerin tercihlerini daha
ozgiirce ifade etmesini saglamistir.

Diger taraftan Tiirkiye siyasal tarihi Kiirt siyasal yapilanmasiyla ilgili olusum ve
ayaklanmalara da konu olmustur. Tirkiye’de Kiirt siyasal yapilanmasi, II
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Mesrutiyet'in ilanindan sonra orgitlii bir hal almaya baslamistir. Said Nursi'nin de
dahil oldugu Kiirt seckinleri, 1912 yilinda Kiirt Teaviin ve Terakki Cemiyeti'ni
kurarken, Istanbul’da egitim goren milliyet¢i Kiirt gencleri de Hevi (Umut)
cemiyetini olusturmustur. 1918 yilinda ise istanbul'da Kiirt Teali Cemiyeti
kurulmustur (Ziircher, 1998, s. 247). Cumhuriyet’in ilan1 ve laik bir Tiirk devleti
kurma c¢abalari, kendilerini Tiirk olarak tanimlamayan muhafazakar Kiirtler
arasinda tepkiye neden olmus ve bu durum, bir dizi ayaklanmay tetiklemistir. Bu
ayaklanmalarin ilki ve en Onemlisi, 1925 yilinda patlak veren Seyh Said
Ayaklanmasidir. Diyarbakir, Bing6l ve Mus cevresinde gerceklesen bu isyan hem
milliyetci hem de dini bir icerik tasimaktaydi (Bruinessen, 2003, s. 388; Usak, 2005,
s. 209). isyanin bastirilmas1 amaciyla hiikiimet, Takrir-i Siikiin Kanunu’nu ¢ikarmis
ve Ankara ile Diyarbakir'da [stiklal Mahkemeleri kurmustur. Bu kanunla hiikiimet,
kamu diizenini bozdugunu diisiindiigli orgiit ve yayinlar yasaklama yetkisi elde
etmistir. Isyanin liderleri Seyh Said ve Seyit Abdulkadir de dahil olmak iizere 47
kisi idam edilmistir (Erkan & Aydin, 2012, ss. 33-34). Ayrica, benzer isyanlarin
onlenmesi amaciyla Sark Islahat Plani hazirlanmis ve bu plan kapsaminda iskan
politikalari, Tiirkge disinda dil kullaniminin yasaklanmasi ve Kiirtlerin dogu
bolgesinde memur olarak g¢alismalarinin engellenmesi gibi dnlemler alinmistir
(Akgura, 2009, ss. 58-59).

Seyh Said Ayaklanmasinin ardindan, 1926 yilinda Agri1 Dag1 yamaglarinda baslayan
ve dort y1l siiren Agr1 Isyani patlak vermistir. Bu isyan sonrasinda 20 binden fazla
Kiirt, Giineydogu’dan batiya tehcir edilmis ve Kiirt kimligine iliskin her tiirli ifade
resmen yasaklanmistir (Ziircher, 1998, ss. 250-251). Bu siireg, Kiirt kimliginin
siyasal ve Kkiiltiirel olarak bastirilmasina yonelik devlet politikalarinin bir
gostergesi olarak gliniimiizde halen tartisma konusu edilmektedir. Kiirt siyasal
hareketlerinin bir diger 6nemli ayagini, 1937 yilinda patlak veren Dersim (Tunceli)
Olaylart olusturmaktadir. Bu olaylar, Seyyid Riza onciliigiindeki Kiirt asiret
liderlerinin 6zerklik talepleriyle baslamis ve yaklasik bir yi1l siirmiistiir. Hiikiimet,
isyani bastirmak amaciyla 50 bin asker ve 40 savas ucagi kullanmis, bolgede yogun
bir askeri operasyon gerceklestirmistir. Bu stlirecte, Dersim’in ismi Tunceli olarak
degistirilmis ve bolgede siki yonetim uygulanmistir. Siki yonetim 1946 yilina kadar
devam etmis, askeri abluka ise 1950 yilinda sona ermistir (Akyol, 2007, ss. 118-
119). Yasanan bu olaylar, giinimiizde Kiirt Sorunu olarak adlandirilan ve
kamuoyunda yogun bir sekilde tartisilan meselenin tarihsel kokenlerini
olusturmaktadir.

Sonug olarak, erken Cumhuriyet donemindeki siyasi yapilanma, se¢cim sistemleri ve
Kiirt meselesi, iilkenin siyasi tarihinde derin izler birakmistir. Tek partili
donemden c¢ok partili hayata gecis silirecine kadar olan dénemde, siyasi katilimin
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sinirhiligl, muhalefetin zayiflig1 ve etnik kimlik sorunlari, giintimiizdeki demokrasi
tartismalar1 ve Kiirt meselesinin kokenlerini anlamak agisindan Kkritik bir 6neme
sahiptir.

Kiirt Siyasetinin Merkez Ussii Olarak Diyarbakir: Tarihsel Déniim
Noktalari ve Toplumsal Doniisiim

Osmanli déneminde Pagsa Sancagi olarak anilan Diyarbakir, iran ve Irak sinirlarina
yakinlig1 nedeniyle siyasi ve askeri agidan énemli bir merkez olmustur. Osmanli’nin
cokkiiltiirli yapisi icinde Miisliiman ve gayri-miislim topluluklar bir arada yasamais,
ancak 19. ylizyilda milliyetgilik akimlarinin yiikselmesi ve Osmanli’'nin dagilma
siirecinde etnik ve dini catismalar artmistir. Ozellikle 1. Diinya Savagsi sirasinda
Ermeni ve Kiirt gruplar arasinda yasanan ¢atismalar, tehcir ve iskan politikalari,
Diyarbakir'in demografik yapisini derinden etkilemistir.

Cumhuriyet’in ilanindan sonra, ulus-devlet anlayisi cercevesinde Tirk kimligi
merkeze alinarak uygulanan politikalar, Kiirt kimliginin taninmamasi ve kiiltiirel
homojenlesme siirecleri, bolgede etnik gerilimleri artirmistir. 1925’teki Seyh Said
Isyani ve sonrasinda kurulan Istiklal Mahkemeleri, Diyarbakir'1 bir yargi ve
sikiyonetim merkezi haline getirmistir. Uygulanan Sark Islahat Plani ve zorunlu
iskan politikalari, Kiirt niifusunun batiya go¢ etmesine ve bolgedeki demografik
yapinin degismesine neden olmustur. Bu siirecte, Diyarbakir'in geleneksel yapisi
cozillmeye baslamistir (Kogal, 2016; Ogiit & Cadirci, 2013). 1950 genel niifus
sayimi verilerine gore, Diyarbakir'da niifusun bilyiik bir bolimini Kiirtler
olusturmaktadir. Kentte en yaygin konusulan anadiller sirasiyla Kiirt¢ce (%54,4),
Tirkce (%28), Zazaca (%17), Arap¢a (%0,5) ve Ermenice (%0,16) olarak
kaydedilmistir (DIE, 1961).

1960’larda diinyada ve Tiirkiye’de ylikselen sistem karsiti toplumsal hareketler,
Diyarbakir'in siyasal yapisinin da sekillenmesinde etkili olmustur. Bu donemde,
kent yalnizca devlet politikalar1 ve orgiitlenmesiyle degil, ayn1 zamanda muhalif
hareketlerle de iliskilenerek siyasal bir merkez haline gelmistir. Ozellikle Devrimci
Dogu Kiiltiir Ocaklar1 (DDKO) gibi orgiitlerin Diyarbakir'da ortaya ¢ikmasi, kenti
Tiirkiyeli Kurt kimliginin tartisildigi ve siyasallastii bir odak noktasina
dontistiirmiistiir. Bu siireg, Diyarbakir’in bolgesel ve ulusal siyaset icindeki merkezi
roliinti daha da giiclendirmistir (Kogal, 2016, s. 166).

Genel secimler nezdinde ilk siyasal kirilma sagc Kiirt siyasetgiler tarafindan
kurulan ve bolgede etkili olan bazi Kiirt asiret liderleri ile agalarinin milletvekili
aday1 olarak gosterildigi Yeni Tiirkiye Partisi'nin katildig1 1961 genel secimlerinde
yasanmistir. Bu se¢imlerde Diyarbakir’da segmen egilimi, Tiirkiye genelinden farkl
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bir tablo sergilemistir. Diyarbakir 6zelinde, se¢gmen davranisindaki bu farklilik,
bolgenin etnik ve sosyal yapisinin siyaset iizerindeki belirleyici roliinii ortaya
koymasi agisindan 6nem arz etmektedir.

Ikinci bir siyasal kirilma 12 Mart Muhtirasi sonrasinda yasanmustir. 12 Mart
Muhtirast sonrasinda Diyarbakir, yari-askeri sikiyénetim rejiminin merkezi haline
gelmis ve bu durum, bolgede siyasal kutuplasmay1 derinlestirmistir. Sikiydonetim
mahkemelerinde goriilen davalar, 6zellikle DDKO davalari, devletin Kiirt kimligini
yok saydig1 ve sorunsallastirdigi yoniinde algillanmistir. Bu algi, Kiirt orgiitleri
tarafindan devlete karsi bir propaganda araci olarak kullanilmistir. 12 Eyliil
darbesini takiben Diyarbakir’da ihdas edilen Olaganiistii Hal Bélge Valiligi
uygulamalari, bolgede mevcut olan etno-politik gerilimlerin kurumsallasmasi
stirecinde katalizor islevi gormiis; bu siireg, devlet-toplum iliskisinde yasanan
asimetrik gii¢ dinamiklerinin siyasal alanda yeniden iiretimine yol agmistir (Kocal,
2016, s. 166).

11 Aralik 1977 yerel secimlerinde ise bagimsiz aday Mehdi Zana’'nin Kiirt siyasal
hareketlerinin destegiyle Diyarbakir Belediye Baskani se¢ilmesi, Kiirt kimliginin
Tirkiye siyasal sistemi icinde yasal temsilinin ilk 6nemli 6rnegi olmustur. Bu
durum, Kiirt kimliginin yerel yonetim dilizeyinde goriiniir hale gelmesini
saglamistir. Ancak, 12 Eyliil 1980 darbesiyle birlikte etnik temelli tiim legal parti ve
orgiitler kapatilmis, Kiirtce konusma yasagi gibi kisitlamalar getirilmis ve OHAL
rejimi uygulanmistir. Bu stireg, Kiirt kimliginin siyasal alanda bastirilmasina yol
acmistir. 1991 genel secimlerinde ise Kiirt sorunu yeniden giindeme gelerek siyasal
bir kirilma noktasi olusturmustur.

Agustos 1984’te PKK’'nin Semdinli ve Eruh’ta gergeklestirdigi silahli baskinlar, Kiirt
sorununu yeniden Tiirkiye'nin ana giindemi haline getirmis ve Dogu ile Giineydogu
Anadolu’da zorunlu gog siirecini baglatmistir. 1990’1 yillar, PKK ile devlet giicleri
arasinda yogun catismalarin yasandig1 bir dénem olmus; koy koruculugu, kéy
bosaltma ve yayla yasaklari gibi glivenlik politikalari, bolgede Kkitlesel goclere
neden olmustur. Bu go¢ dalgast hem OHAL bdélgesi disindaki illere hem de
Diyarbakir, Batman, Elazig, Van ve Sirnak gibi nispeten gelismis bolge il
merkezlerine yonelmistir (Yiicesahin & Ozgiir, 2006, ss. 22-27).

Zorunlu gocle gelen niifusun ekonomik ve mesleki sinirhliklari, Diyarbakir gibi
kentlerde alt yapi, konut ve kentsel hizmetler {izerinde biiyiik bir baski olusturmus
ve yoksullugu artirmistir. Goé¢ eden niifus, yerinden edilme silirecini devlet
politikalarina baglayarak, bu politikalar karsisinda bir muhalefet bilinci
gelistirmistir. Bu durum, Kiirt kimligi tizerinden siyaset yapan partilere yonelik
egilimi giiclendirmistir. 1990’lardan itibaren Kiirt kimligi ekseninde orgiitlenen
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siyasi partilerin ytikselisi, geleneksel yapilarin (asiretler, agalar, seyhler) siyasal
etkisini azaltmis ve ideolojik kimliklerin 6ne ¢ikti1 yeni bir siyasal dinamik
yaratmistir. Bu silireg, Diyarbakir'in siyasal yasaminda etnik kimlik temelli
partilerin belirleyici hale gelmesine ve se¢cim sonuglari iizerinde kalici bir etki
yaratmasina yol agmistir.

12 Eyliill Darbe Donemi Siyasal Dinamikler

1961-1965 ve 1973-1980 yillar1 arasinda Tiirkiye, koalisyon ve azinlik hiikiimetleri
tarafindan yonetilmistir. Bu donemde yasanan siyasi istikrarsizlik, 27 Mayis 1960
Darbesi ve 12 Mart 1971 Muhtirast gibi askeri miidahalelerle sonuclanmistir. Her
iki miidahalede de bazi siyasi partiler kapatilmis, ancak yeni parti olusumlarina da
zemin hazirlanmistir. Farkli partiler mecliste temsil edilme imkani bulsa da bu
durum istikrarli bir hiikiimet programinin olusmasini saglayamamaistir. Tiirkiye, bu
slirecte siyasal, ekonomik ve sosyal alanlarda ciddi bir istikrarsizlik yasamis, siddet
ve kaos tirmaniga gecmistir. Ozellikle 1970'lerin sonunda sag-sol catismalar silahli
saldir1 ve cinayetlere doniismiis, ilke genelinde giivenlik sorunlar1 artmistir.

12 Eylul 1980 sabahy, silahli kuvvetler iilke yonetimine el koymus ve Milli Giivenlik
Konseyi (MGK) kurulmustur. MGK, sikiyonetim ilan ederek siyasi partileri
kapatmis, parti liderlerine siyaset yasagi getirmis ve sendikalar, medya ve
tiniversiteler tizerinde siki bir denetim kurmustur. Ekonomik krizin ¢éziimii icin
Turgut Ozal gorevlendirilmis ve 24 Ocak Kararlari olarak bilinen ekonomik
reformlar uygulanmaya devam edilmistir (Ahmad, 2006, s. 196). MGK, siyasal
siddeti 6nlemek amaciyla hizli adimlar atmis, meclisi feshetmis ve tiim siyasi
faaliyetleri durdurmustur. Ozellikle Necmettin Erbakan ve Alparslan Tiirkes gibi
liderler tutuklanmis, DISK ve MISK gibi radikal sol ve sag sendikalar kapatilmistir
(Dodd, 2016, s. 78).

12 Eyliil Darbesi, 6nceki askeri miidahalelerden farkl olarak parti sistemi {izerinde
daha derin bir etki yaratmistir. 1960 darbesinde sadece Demokrat Parti (DP)
kapatilmisken, 1980 darbesiyle birlikte tiim siyasi partiler kapatilmis ve yeni bir
siyasi yapilanma siireci baslatilmistir. MGK, 1970'lerin siyasal, ekonomik ve
toplumsal krizlerinin sorumlusu olarak gordiigii parti liderlerini siyasetten
uzaklastirmay1 hedeflemistir. Bu kapsamda, asir1 milliyetgi, Islama ve radikal sol
partilerin dislandig, iki 1imli1 merkezci partiye dayali bir sistem 6ngorilmiistiir
(Sayari, 2002, s. 15).

1982 yilinda yeni bir anayasa hazirlanmis ve halk oylamasiyla kabul edilmistir. Bu
anayasa, 1961 Anayasasi'nin liberal 6zglirliikk¢ii yapisina kiyasla daha otoriter bir
karakter tasimaktadir. Ifade ve orgiitlenme 6zgiirliiklerine ciddi sinirlamalar
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getirilmis, Cumhurbaskani'nin yetkileri artirilmis ve Kenan Evren dogrudan
Cumhurbaskani olarak secilmistir (Akgiin, 2002, s. 44; Erkan & Aydin, 2012, s. 172).
Ayrica, darbe siirecinde yer alan askeri yoOnetim {iyelerinin Omiir boyu
yargilanmasini engelleyen gecici bir madde eklenmistir (bknz. Insan Haklar
Dernegi, 2020).

Yeni anayasanin kabuliinden sonra, siyasi partilerin yeniden yapilandirilmasi
stirecine girilmistir. 24 Nisan 1983 tarihinde yeni Siyasi Partiler Kanunu kabul
edilmis ve eski parti liderlerine 10 y1l siyaset yasagi getirilmistir. Yeni partilerin
kurulmasina 16 Mayis’'ta izin verilmis, ancak bu partilerin MGK tarafindan
onaylanmasi zorunlu tutulmustur. Devlet memurlar1 ve 6grencilerin parti lyesi
olmalar1 yasaklanmis, partilerin kadin ve genglik kollar1 kurmalar: engellenmistir
(Kiziloluk, 2011, s. 118; Ziircher, 1998, s. 410). Ayrica, etnik ve dini temelli siyaset
yapilmasi ve Kiirtce gibi dillerin kullanimi yasaklanmistir. Secim sistemine %10’luk
iilke baraji getirilerek kiiciik ve marjinal ideolojik tabanli partilerin meclise
girmelerinin 6niine gecilmistir (Akgiin, 2002, s. 44).

MGK, Tiirkiye’de Amerika modeli bir ikili parti sistemini tesis etmeyi hedeflemistir.
Bu amagla, merkez sag ve merkez sol partilerden olusan bir siyasal yapi
tasarlanmistir. Ancak, Tiirkiye siyasi partiler literatiirlinde Muvazali Partiler olarak
adlandirilan sadece li¢ partinin segimlere katilmasina izin vermistir. Bunlardan
ilki, 12 Eylil darbe yo6netiminin acik destegini alan ve “devlet partisi” olarak
nitelendirilen Milliyet¢i Demokrasi Partisi (MDP)’dir. Emekli Orgeneral Turgut
Sunalp liderliginde kurulan MDP, merkez sag siyasi cizgide konumlandirilmis ve
MGK tarafindan secimleri kazanarak iktidara gelecegi 6ngoriilmiistiir. Ikinci parti,
darbe yonetiminin “ortanin solu” olarak tanimladigi ve mecliste ana muhalefet roli
tstlenmesi beklenen Halk¢1 Parti (HP)'dir. Eski bir biirokrat olan Necdet Calp’in
onderligindeki HP, merkez sol bir siyasi hat izlemistir. Uciincii parti ise, devleti
millete hizmet eden bir aygit olarak goren ve donemin ekonomik politikalarinin
mimar olarak bilinen teknokrat Turgut Ozal liderligindeki Anavatan Partisi
(ANAP)'dir. MGK tarafindan Ozal''n partisinin halktan yeterli destegi alarak
ordunun tercih ettigi siyasi sonucu degistiremeyecegi varsayimiyla, bu partinin
secimlere katilmasina izin verilmistir (Sayari, 2002, ss. 15-16).

Generaller, Sunalp ve Calp’in 12 Eyliil rejiminin felsefesine bagh kalacak yeni bir
siyasi neslin temsilcileri olacagini 6ngérmiistii. Ozal'in ise siyasi acidan énemsiz bir
partinin basinda kalmasinda herhangi bir sakinca goériilmemisti. Ozal''n 1977
yilinda Islamc Milli Selamet Partisi'nden aday olmasina ragmen secilememesi, onu
generallerin gozilinde basarisiz bir politikact konumuna diisiirmistiir. Eger secilmis
olsaydi, muhtemelen veto edilebilirdi. Ancak, Ozal'm ekonomi politikalarina
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yonelik Amerika Birlesik Devletlerinden gelen destek ve miidahale, onun bu
durumdan kurtulmasini saglamistir (Ahmad, 2006, s. 200). Ancak secimlerde ANAP
beklenmedik bir sekilde galip gelmistir.

Sonug olarak, 12 Eyliil Darbesi, Tiirkiye'nin siyasi yapisini kokten degistirmis,
otoriter bir anayasa ve yeni bir parti sistemi insa edilmistir. Bu siirecte siyasal hak
ve ozglrliikler kisitlanmis, askeri vesayet giiclendirilmis ve sivil yonetimin yeniden
insasi icin adimlar atilmistir. Tiirkiye’de demokrasi ve temsiliyet tartismalarinin
iyice alevlenmesine neden olan bu siirecin akabinde gercgeklestirilen 1983
secimleri, bu doniislim siirecinin 6nemli bir asamasi olmus ve ANAP'in zaferiyle
birlikte yeni bir siyasi donem baslamistir.

Arastirmanin Yontemi

Temsili demokrasilerde yonetim biciminin demokratik yapisini anlama a¢isindan
se¢men egilimi ve siyasal temsil mevzulari 6nemli bir yere sahiptir. Bu nedenle bu
calismada “se¢men egilimi” ve siyasal alandaki “temsiliyet”, Diyarbakir ili 6zelinde
tartisiimistir. Bilhassa arastirmanin odak noktasi olarak Diyarbakir'in segilmesi
kentin, cografi, kiiltiirel, etnik ve inan¢sal yapisiyla hem Tiirkiye hem de Ortadogu
siyaseti acisindan stratejik bir 6neme sahip olmasidir. Bu baglamda, 12 Eyliil 1980
darbesi sonrasi gerceklesen ilk genel secim olan 1983 secimleri, Diyarbakir’daki
secmen egilimleri ve siyasal temsil diizeyi a¢isindan analiz edilmistir. Calismanin
temel amaci, s6z konusu secimde Diyarbakir'da se¢men egiliminin ne yoénde
oldugunu, ilceler diizeyindeki benzerlik ve farkliliklari ve se¢gmenlerin mecliste ne
oOlciide temsil edildigini ortaya koymaktir.

Calisma, agirlikli olarak dokiiman analizi yontemiyle gerceklestirilmistir. Yiiksek
Secim Kurulu (YSK), Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi (TBMM) arsivleri ve Resmi
Gazete gibi Resm1 kaynaklardan elde edilen veriler kullanilmistir. Se¢im sonuglari,
milletvekili profilleri, meclis tutanaklari, partililerin parti programlari ve se¢im
kampanyalarina iliskin materyaller (donemin gazeteleri) incelenmistir. Arastirma
verileri, SPSS aracilifiyla istatistiksel analizlere tabi tutulmus; ArcGIS yazilimi
kullanilarak tematik bolgesel haritalama yoluyla cografi olarak gorsellestirilmistir.
Bu dogrultuda, secmen egilimleri ile temsil diizeyi karsilastirmali olarak ele
alinmistir.

Calismada, 1983 secimlerinde Diyarbakir’da partilerin aldiklar1 oy oranlari,
secmen katilm oranlar1 ve milletvekili profilleri ayrintihi bir bicimde
degerlendirilmistir. Ayrica, secim sisteminin temsilde adalet ve yonetimde istikrar
baglaminda se¢men temsilini nasil etkiledigi tartisimis; askin ve eksik temsil
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oranlar1 hesaplanmis, secim barajlar1 ile se¢im cevrelerinin daraltilmasi gibi
unsurlarin siyasal temsil tizerindeki etkileri incelenmistir.

Kisacasi, Diyarbakir secim ¢evresiyle sinirli olan bu ¢alisma, Diyarbakir’in siyasal
dinamiklerini se¢gmen egilimi ve temsil diizeyi lizerinden analiz ederek, bdlgenin
siyasal yapisina dair kapsamli bir perspektif sunmay1 amag¢lamaktadir. Elde edilen
bulgularin, Tirkiye’deki temsili demokrasi ve secim sistemlerinin boélgesel
etkilerini anlamak acisindan 6nemli bir katki saglayacagi diisiiniilmektedir.

Arastirma Bulgular1 ve Degerlendirme

12 Eylil 1980 askeri darbesinin ardindan Tiirkiye’de siyasi hayat, askeri yonetimin
belirledigi kurallar cercevesinde yeniden sekillendirilmistir. Bu stirecte, 6 Kasim
1983 genel secimleri, 1982 Anayasasi, 2820 sayili Siyasi Partiler Kanunu ve 2839
sayill1 Milletvekili Secim Kanunu gibi yasal diizenlemelerin belirledigi ¢cercevede
gerceklestirilmistir. Bu yeni anayasal diizenlemeler, Tiirkliikk disindaki etnik
kimlikler tlizerinden siyaset yapilmasini, kamusal alanda Kiirtgce gibi azinlhk
dillerinin kullanimini ve dini veya sosyalist hedefler giiden partilerin kurulmasini
yasaklamistir. Bu kisitlamalar, darbe sonrasi siyasi miihendislik projesinin temel
unsurlarindan birini olusturmaktadir.

Koalisyon hiikiimetlerinin yol actig istikrarsizlig1 6nlemek ve bolgesel partilerin
meclise girmesini engellemek amaciyla 1983 secimleri oOncesinde, secim
sisteminde de 6nemli degisikliklere gidilmistir. Bu dogrultuda, “yénetimde istikrar”
ilkesi on plana cikarilmis ve %10 iilke barajli ve se¢im gevresi barajli (¢ift barajl
d’Hondt) nispi temsil sistemi benimsenmistir. Bu sistem, bir énceki se¢imlerde
uygulanan barajsiz d’'Hondt sisteminin yerine getirilmis ve secim ¢evreleri, illerin
cikaracagl milletvekili sayilarina gore belirlenmistir. Milletvekili sayisi yedi olan
iller bir secim bolgesi olarak kabul edilirken, daha fazla milletvekili ¢ikaracak iller
birden fazla se¢im ¢evresine boliinmiistiir. Bu yontemle, toplamda 83 secim cevresi
olusturulmustur. Ayrica, 1982 Anayasasi ile Cumhuriyet Senatosu kaldirilmis ve
genel secimlerin bes yilda bir yapilmasi hilkmii getirilmistir. Millet Meclisi iiye
sayis1 da 450’den 400’e diisiiriilmiistiir (TUIK, 2012, s. XIII). 1960 darbesi
sonrasinda belirlenen se¢gmen yasi 21 ve milletvekili secilebilme yasi 30 gibi
kurallar, 1983 secimlerinde de korunmustur. Se¢gmen nezdinde se¢imlere katilim
zorunlu hale getirilmistir.

Tirkiye'de 1980'lerde yasanan s6z konusu siyasi dontisiimler, se¢im sistemindeki
degisikliklerle birlikte siyasi partilerin kampanya stratejilerinde de onemli bir
doniisiimii beraberinde getirmistir. Bu donemde, se¢cim kampanyalar1 geleneksel
mitinglerden farkli bir hal alarak daha profesyonel bir yapiya biriinmistiir.
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Ozellikle Turgut Ozal liderligindeki ANAP, kampanyalarini yiiriitmek icin
profesyonel reklam sirketlerinden destek almis ve bu durum, siyasal reklamciligin
bir sektor haline gelmesine oOnciiliik etmistir (Alkan, 1998, s. 59). Bu gelisme,
Tirkiye siyasi tarihinde secim kampanyalari icin 6nemli bir kirilma noktasi olarak
degerlendirilebilir.

MDP, kuruldugu andan itibaren "devlet partisi" olarak nitelendirilmis ve bu
kimligini secim kampanyalar1 boyunca siirekli vurgulamistir. Parti genel baskani
Turgut Sunalp, MDP'nin devlet destegi aldigini acik bir sekilde ifade etmis ve
donemin Cumhurbaskani Kenan Evren de c¢esitli konusmalarinda MDP'yi
destekledigini belirterek, partinin oylarin toplanmasi ve istikrarin saglanmasi
acgisindan onemli bir rol oynayacagini dile getirmistir (Saribay, 2001, s. 68). MDP,
parti programinin birinci maddesinde partinin amacinin “hareket noktalarimiz Atatiirk
Milliyetciligi ve Demokrasi, dayanagimiz Anayasa, uygulama sistemimiz 12 Eyliil
felsefesi ve hedefimiz, bu cer¢eve icinde muasir medeniyet ¢izgisine ulagmaktir”
oldugunu ifade etmistir (MDP Programi, 1983, s. 3). Bu durum, partinin hem
geleneksel degerlere hem de darbenin siyasi felsefesine uyum saglama ¢abasini
yansitmaktadir.

MDP, secim kampanyalarini 67 il ve 500 ilcede teskilatlanarak yiiritmiis
(Cumhuriyet Gazetesi Siyaset Eki, 29 Agustos 1983, s. 1) ve "Horozumuz o6tecek,
bacalar tiitecek" sloganiyla se¢menlerin karsisina ¢ikmistir (Milliyet, 9 Eyliil 1983,
s. 1). Parti genel baskani Sunalp, yaptig1 se¢cim gezilerinde parti programinin yani
sira, devlet partisi kimligini 6n plana ¢ikaran sdylemlerde bulunmustur. Ornegin,
18 Ekim 1983 tarihinde Trabzon'da yaptigl konusmada, "6 Kasim'da sizlerin
devletin yaninda yer alacaginizdan eminim. Partimiz etrafinda sizin birleseceginize
eminim" ifadeleriyle MDP'nin devletle olan bagini vurgulamistir (Cumhuriyet, 20
Ekim 1983, s. 6). Benzer sekilde, 26 Ekim'de Erzurum'da yapti§i konusmada,
komiinizm tehlikesine dikkat cekerek, "tak, tak, tak yapip miihri li¢ partiye
atmayin" sozleriyle secmenleri tepkisel oy vermemeleri konusunda uyarmistir
(Cumbhuriyet, 27 Ekim 1983, s. 6). Sunalp, 27 Ekim'de Elazig’da yaptig1 konusmada
ise, "Bu secimlerde oy verme orani diiserse bunu devlete karsi bir hareket olarak
kabul ederim" diyerek, secmenleri oy kullanmaya tesvik etmistir (Milliyet, 28 Ekim
1983, s. 3). Ayrica, Sunalp'in Urfa'da yaptig1 konusmada, "Size sunu vaat ediyorum,
her sabah kalktiginizda kendinizi daha gilivende hissedeceksiniz" ifadesiyle
giivenlik vaadinde bulunmasi, partinin se¢menlerin temel kaygilarina hitap etme
stratejisini yansitmaktadir (Cumhuriyet, 29 Ekim 1983, s. 6).

MDP, Diyarbakir'dan yedi milletvekili adayiyla secimlere katilmis ve aday
listesinde, darbe sonrasi olusturulan Danisma Meclisi iyelerinden taninmis
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isimlere yer vermistir. Bu isimler arasinda, MDP'nin kurucu iiyelerinden ve
Danisma Meclisi iiyesi Ahmet Sarp birinci sirada, Necdet Gebeloglu dordiincii
sirada ve Mehmet Hazer altina sirada yer almistir (bknz: T.C. Resmi Gazetesi,
18181 sayili, 4 Ekim 1983). Bu aday listesi, partinin mevcut siyasi yapiyla olan
bagini ve devlet destekli kimligini pekistirmistir.

Secimlere katilan HP ise kendisini sosyal adalet ilkelerine bagli, calisanlarin yasam
standartlarini yiikseltmeyi hedefleyen, devletci ekonomi politikalarini benimseyen
ve ozgiirliikci parlamenter demokrasiyi savunan bir sosyal demokrat parti olarak
tanimlamistir. Parti programinda, kalkinma siirecinde devlet miidahalesine agirlik
veren karma ekonomi modelini benimsedigini belirten HP, iilke kaynaklarinin
bolgeler arasinda dengeli bir sekilde dagitilmasiny, firsat esitliginin saglanmasini ve
Dogu ile Gilineydogu Anadolu bdlgelerinin ekonomik olarak iilke ekonomisiyle
biitiinlestirilmesini temel hedefleri arasinda saymistir (HP Programi, 1983, ss. 4-
10). Bu politikalar hem parti programinda hem de parti liderlerinin halka y6nelik
konusmalarinda siklikla vurgulanmistir.

HP, 12 Eyliil 1980 askeri darbesinin ardindan olusturulan siirli ¢ok parti
modelinde, sosyal demokrat se¢men tabanini bir araya getirme ve "ortanin solu”
islevi gorme amaciyla kurulmustur. Ancak, partinin kurulus stlirecinde isim
listelerinin askeri yonetim tarafindan veto edilmesi, parti icinde ve disinda
memnuniyetsizliklere yol acmistir. Ayrica, parti liderlerinin sik stk MGK ile
istisarelerde bulunmasi, HP'nin "icazetli parti" olarak algilanmasina neden olmus
ve bu durum partinin mesruiyetini zedeleyen bir faktor haline gelmistir (Saribay,
2001, s. 71).

HP, 48 il ve 241 ilcede teskilatlanarak se¢im kampanyalarini baglatmis (Cumhuriyet
Gazetesi Siyaset Eki, 29 Agustos 1983, s. 1), aday listesinde farkli meslek
gruplarindan isimlerin yer aldig1 Diyarbakir'dan alt1 milletvekili adayiyla segcimlere
katilmis (bknz. T.C. Resmi Gazetesi, 18181 sayili, 4 Ekim 1983) ve kampanya
siirecinde baz1 6ne ¢ikan séylemlerle dikkat ¢cekmistir. Parti genel baskani Necdet
Calp, HP'yi "iscinin, emeklinin, memurun, kdyliiniin, dar gelirlinin, dul ve yetimin
partisi” olarak tanimlamis (Cumhuriyet, 11 Ekim 1983, s. 6) ve partinin iktidara
gelmesini "halkin iktidara gelmesi" olarak vurgulamistir. Partinin secim slogani
olan "Halk¢1 parti, halker iktidar" (Milliyet, 9 Eylil 1983, s. 1) da bu anlayisi
yansitmaktadir. Sunalp gibi Calp da se¢im kampanyalar1 sirasinda yaptigl
konusmalarda, 6rnegin 19 Ekim’deki Diyarbakir mitinginde, baz1 kesimlerin halki
oy kullanmamaya veya gecersiz oy kullanmaya tesvik ettigini elestirmis
(Cumhuriyet, 20 Ekim 1983, s. 1) ve "Ananizin ak siitii gibi helal oylarinizla
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demokrasiyi ayaga kaldirin" ifadesiyle segmenleri gecerli oy kullanmaya ¢agirmistir
(Cumhuriyet, 5 Kasim 1983, s. 7).

HP, iktidara gelmesi durumunda "fikir suclarini kapsayan kismi bir af" ¢cikaracagini
vaat etmis (Milliyet, 28 Ekim 1983, s. 3) ve bolgeler arasi kalkinmiglik farklarini
gidermeye yonelik politikalarin1 sik sik giindeme getirmistir. Ozellikle Dogu
Anadolu'nun geri kalmislik sorununa dikkat ¢eken Calp, "Dogunun geri kalmishk
cemberini kiracagiz" sozleriyle bu bolgedeki secmenlere bir nevi umut vaat
etmistir (Milliyet, 25 Ekim 1983, s. 3). Bunun yani sira, 25 Ekim’de Karshlara
hitaben yaptig1 konusmasinda “Biliyoruz ki, 12 Eyliil 6ncesindeki donemde bir kaos
yasanmistir. Bu dénemin, terér ve kargasasinin yeniden yasanmasina asla izin
vermeyecegiz. Mal ve can giivenliginin devaminin saglanmasina biiyiik gorev ve
sorumluluk anlayisi icinde calisacagiz” ifadesiyle 12 Eyliil 6ncesi ddonemde yasanan
kaos ve teror ortaminin bir daha yasanmamasi gerektigini vurgulamis, mal ve can
glivenliginin saglanmasina yonelik taahhiitlerde bulunmustur (Cumhuriyet, 26
Ekim 1983, s. 6).

Turgut Ozal liderligindeki ANAP, kurulus siirecinde kamuoyunun pek tanimadig1
isimlerden olusan bir kadroyla 6éne ¢ikmistir. Bu strateji, partinin mevcut siyasi
partilerin devami olmadigini vurgularken, ayni zamanda gen¢ ve dinamik bir
yapilanmayla yeni bir siyasi enerjiyi temsil etme amacini tasimistir. Ozal, yaptig:
konusmalarda ANAP"1 "milliyetci, muhafazakar, sosyal adaletci ve rekabete dayali
serbest piyasa ekonomisini benimseyen" bir parti olarak tanimlamistir. Ayrica,
partisini, acikca ifade etmese de dénemin 6nde gelen siyasi egilimlerini (CHP, AP,
MSP ve MHP) birlestirici bir platform olarak sunmustur (Ahmad, 2006, ss. 199-200;
Yticel, 2006, s. 57). Bu yaklasim, ANAP'in farkli siyasi kesimlerden destek almasinin
oniinti agmistir. Ozal, bir teknokrat olarak, partisinin ekonomik programini diger
partilerden net bir sekilde ayirmaya ¢alismistir. Ona gore devlet, millete hizmet
eden bir aygit olarak tanimlanirken, yurttaslar ise ekonomik acidan rasyonel, aktif
ve girisimci bireyler olarak gorillmiistiir. Bu anlayisin, ANAP'In ekonomik
girisimciligi tesvik eden, biirokratik engelleri azaltan ve yerel yonetimleri
gliclendiren politikalarinin temsilcisi gibi gortinmesinde etkin bir rol oynadigi
soylenilebilir (Saribay, 2001, ss. 69-70; Yayla, 2005, s. 585). “Partinin amblemi olan
bal petekleriyle donatilmis Tiirkiye haritasi lizerindeki balaris1”, bu ¢aliskanlik ve
kalkinma vurgusunu simgesel olarak desteklemistir (Yticel, 2007, s. 57).

ANAP, kisa siirede tiim illerde ve 454 ilgede teskilatlanarak secim kampanyalarina
baslamistir (bknz. T.C. Resmi Gazetesi, 18181 sayili, 4 Ekim 1983). Parti
programinda ve secim kampanyalarinda oncelikli olarak ekonomik kalkinma,
refahin yayginlastirilmasi, sosyal adalet ve firsat esitligi ilkeleri 6n plana
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cikarilmigtir. Ozal, partisini "milliyetci ve muhafazakar" olarak nitelendirirken,
liberal ekonomi modelini savunmus ve tilkeye déviz girisini saglamak icin ihracata
agirlik verilmesi gerektigini vurgulamistir. Ayrica, yabanci sermayenin tesviki,
koprii ve baraj insalar1 gibi projelerle issizlige ¢6ziim bulunacagini, 6zellikle bu
projelerin hayata gecirilmesiyle Dogu ve Giineydogu Anadolu bolgelerindeki
ekonomik sorunlarin asilacagini belirtmistir. Ozal, 12 Eyliil darbesinin sagladig
huzur ortaminin kalict olmasi gerektigini de sik sik dile getirmistir (TBMM
Kiitiiphanesi, 2014). ANAP'in se¢im stratejisinin bir diger 6nemli unsuru, taninmis
olusturmasi ve bunu siklikla dile getirmesiydi. Ozal, bu durumu Van ve
Kiitahya'daki konusmalarinda da acgik¢a ifade etmistir. Van'da yaptigi bir
konusmada, "Biz ismi meshur, kendisinden is gelmeyen adamlar1 degil, genc
dinamik kadrolar sizin yardiminizla memleket yonetimine getiriyoruz" demistir
(Cumbhuriyet, 18 Ekim 1983). Benzer sekilde, 26 Ekim’de Kiitahya'da yaptig1 bir
konusmada, "Bugiine kadar ekiple calist1 dediler, bizde meshur adam yok. Fakat is
bilen adam var, is bitiren var, bizde meslegi milletvekili olan yok... bu memleketin
dertlerini biliyoruz" ifadeleriyle kadrosunun diger partilerden daha giiclii
oldugunu vurgulamistir (Cumhuriyet, 27 Ekim 1983).

ANAP, Diyarbakir'dan daha énce taninirhigl olmayan bes ismi milletvekili adayi
olarak gostermistir (bkz: T.C. Resmi Gazetesi, 18181 sayili, 4 Ekim 1983). Bu
durum, partinin geleneksel siyasi figlirlerden uzak durma ve yeni bir siyasi anlayisi
temsil etme stratejisinin bir yansimasi olarak degerlendirilebilir. Sonu¢ olarak,
ANAP'In 1983 secim kampanyasi, ekonomik kalkinma, sosyal adalet ve gencg
dinamik kadrolar iizerine odaklanan bir sdylemle sekillenmistir.
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Tablo 1

1983 Genel Secimlerinde Partilerin Tiirkiye Geneli ile Diyarbakir Ozelinde Aldiklart Oy
Dagilimlarinin Karsilastirilmasi ve Meclisteki Temsil Oranlari

Diyarbakir = Tirkiye Diyarbakir Tiirkiye Temsil  Askin  veya

Milletvekili Milletvekili Oran1% Eksik Temsil
Sayisi Sayisi Oram %

Kayith 239.802 19.767.366

se¢cmen

sayl1s1

Oy 198.232 18.238.362

kullanan

sayisl

Katilim %82,7 %92,3

orani

Gegerlioy 179.019 17.351.510

sayisl
Gecgersiz 19.213 886.852

oy sayisl

HP %42 %30,5 3 117 %29,3 %-1,2
ANAP %32,7 %45,1 2 211 %52,9 %78
MDP %25,3 %23,3 2 71 %17,8 %-5,5
Toplam 7 399 100

Not: ANAP'in aday listesinde yasanan isim eksikligi nedeniyle Bingél'den 3 milletvekili yerine
yalnizca 2 milletvekili secilebilmistir. Bu durum, TBMM’ye 400 milletvekili yerine 399
milletvekilinin secilmesiyle sonuclanmistir. (YSK, 1983).

1983 yilinda gerceklestirilen ve katilimin zorunlu oldugu genel se¢imlerde, iilke
genelinde %92,3 gibi yiiksek bir se¢men katilim orani kaydedilmistir. Ancak
Diyarbakir secim cevresinde bu oran %82,7 olarak gerc¢eklesmis, iilke
ortalamasinin altinda kalmistir. Se¢gmenlerin bir kisminin oy kullanma stireci
hakkinda yeterince bilgilendirilmemesi, okuma yazma bilmeme gibi egitim
eksiklikleri veya siyasi tepkilerini ifade etme amaciyla gecersiz oy kullanmalari, bu
durumun 6nemli nedenleri arasinda gosterilebilir. Nitekim 1980 niifus sayimi
verilerine gore Diyarbakir'da okuma yazma bilmeyenlerin oram1 %58,8 gibi
oldukca yiiksek bir diizeydedir (DIE, 1982). Bu baglamda, Diyarbakir'da 19.213
se¢cmenin gecersiz oy kullanmasi, kismen egitim diizeyinin diistikliigiine, kismen de
katilmin zorunlu olmasina baglanabilir. Ozellikle, hicbir partiye oy vermek
istemeyen se¢menlerin, katilim zorunlulugu nedeniyle sandiga gitmek durumunda
kalmalari, gecersiz oy kullanma egilimini artiran bir faktor olarak
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degerlendirilebilir. Ayrica, se¢cim kampanyalar1 sirasinda 6rnegin, Sunalp’in, oy
verme oraninin diismesinin devlete karsi bir tepki olarak degerlendirilecegine
yonelik agiklamasi ve Calp’in segmenlere gecerli oy kullanma ¢agrisinda bulunmas;,
secmenlerin sandik basina gitme siirecinde kismen etkili olmustur denilebilir
(Tablo 1).

Bu secimlerde, parti ¢ogulculugu ilkesine dayali bir secim sistemi uygulanmis ve
iilke genelinde secmen egilimi biiyiik 6l¢iide 12 Eyliil yonetiminin desteklemedigi
ANAP’1n lehine sekillenmistir. ANAP, %45,1 oy oraniyla 211 milletvekili ¢cikarmis
ve mecliste %52,9’luk bir temsil giicli elde etmistir. Ana muhalefet partisi olarak
tasarlanan HP ise %30,5 oy oraniyla 117 milletvekili ¢ikarmis ve mecliste
%29,3'lik bir temsil oranina ulasmistir. Buna karsilik, Kenan Evren ve 12 Eyliil
darbe yo6netimi tarafindan dogrudan desteklenen ve déonemin Basbakani Biilent
Ulusu'nun da aralarinda bulundugu bir¢ok bakanin milletvekili aday1 olarak yer
aldigr MDP, beklenenin aksine en diisiik oy oranini almistir. MDP, se¢menlerin
yalnizca %23,3’liniin destegini alabilmis ve 71 milletvekili ¢ikararak mecliste
%17,8'lik bir temsil giicii elde etmistir (Tablo 1).

Sec¢im sonuglari, cift barajli d’'Hondt se¢im sisteminin partilerin temsil oranlari
tizerinde 6nemli etkiler yarattigin1 gostermektedir. Bu sistemin bir sonucu olarak
ANAP, %7,8lik bir askin temsil oranina ulasmis ve avantajli bir konum elde
etmistir. Buna karsilik, HP ve MDP gibi partiler ise eksik temsil sorunuyla karsi
karsiya kalmistir. HP’nin eksik temsil orani %-1,2 iken, MDP’'nin eksik temsil orani
%-5,5 olarak hesaplanmistir. Bu durum, secim sisteminin partiler arasindaki temsil
adaleti lizerinde yarattig esitsizlikleri agik bir sekilde ortaya koymaktadir (Tablo

1).

1983 genel secimlerinde Diyarbakir secim cevresi, iilke genelindeki siyasi
egilimden belirgin bir sekilde farklilasan bir tablo ortaya koymustur. 1980
Darbesi’'nin siyasal ve toplumsal etkilerinin en yogun hissedildigi bolgelerden biri
olan Diyarbakir'da, se¢menlerin %42’si HP’ye oy vererek bu partiyi birinci siraya
tasimistir. Bu sonugla HP, Diyarbakir'dan ii¢ milletvekili ¢ikarmay1 basarmistir
(Tablo 1). Bu durum, 6zellikle 1970’'lerde Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi'nin (1973’te
%30,4 ve 1977’de %34,8 oy oraniyla Diyarbakir'da birinci parti olmustur) giicli
oldugu bolgede, sol siyasi egilimin devam ettigini gostermektedir. HP’'nin bu
basarisi, biiylik 6l¢ciide CHP’nin geleneksel segmen tabaninin bu partiye kaymasiyla
iliskilendirilebilecegi gibi hem secim kampanyalar1 siiresince hem de parti
programinda Dogu ve Glineydogu'nun ekonomik kalkinmasina yonelik agikladigi
politikayla ve de "fikir suclarini kapsayan kismi bir af' getireceklerini vaat
etmeleriyle de iliskilendirilebilir.
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MGK'nin 6ngoérdiigii sinirli cok parti modelinde, HP'nin sosyal demokrat segmen
tabanina hitap etmesi bekleniyordu. Diyarbakir’da bu beklenti biiylik o6lciide
karsilik bulmus, CHP’'nin geleneksel oylar1 6nemli 6l¢ciide HP’ye kaymistir. Ayrica,
bu doénemde Kiirt siyasal hareketinin yiikselise gectigi ve PKK'nin siddet
eylemlerinin arttig1 yoniindeki yaygin kanaate ragmen, Diyarbakir se¢meninin oy
verme davranisi, bu hareketin heniiz se¢men egilimleri iizerinde belirleyici bir
etkiye sahip olmadigini ortaya koymasi agisindan énem arz etmektedir. Bu sonug,
bolgedeki siyasal dinamiklerin farkli bir seyir izledigine isaret etmektedir.

Bu secim c¢evresinden ikinci en yiiksek oyu alan parti %32,7 oy oraniyla ANAP
olmus ve iki milletvekili ¢ikarmistir. Bu sonug, ANAP'in iilke genelindeki
basarisinin bolgede de kismen yansidigini ancak merkez sag siyasetinin burada
sinirh bir etkiye sahip oldugunu go6stermektedir. Bununla birlikte, MDP,
Diyarbakir’'da %25,3 oy oraniyla tigiincii parti olmus ve iki milletvekili ¢ikarmistir
(Tablo 1). MDP’nin bu boélgede Tiirkiye ortalamasinin tizerinde bir secmen destegi
almasi dikkat ¢ekicidir. 1983 genel se¢im sonuclari, Diyarbakir segmeninin siyasal
tercihlerinin tilke ortalamasindan farklilastigini ve bolgenin kendine 6zgi
dinamiklerinin secim sonuglar1 lizerinde belirleyici bir rol oynadigin1 ortaya
koymaktadir.

Harita 1

1983 Yili Diyarbakair [li Secim Haritast: Iice Bazinda Secim Sonuclari

CUNGUS
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Meyrem AKDAG-2022

Kaynak: ArcGIS yazilimi kullanilarak tarafimca hazirlanmistir.

Diyarbakir se¢im cevresine iliskin ilce diizeyindeki se¢im sonuclar1 analiz
edildiginde hem seg¢imlere katilim oranlari hem de siyasi partilerin aldiklar1 oy
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oranlart agisindan belirgin farkliliklarin oldugu go6zlemlenmektedir. Katilim
oranlari incelendiginde, en ytliksek oranlar sirasiyla Hazro (%92,4), Cinar (%92) ve
Kulp (%91,1) ilgelerinde kaydedilirken, en diisiik katilim orani ise merkez ilgede
(%77,4) gerceklesmistir (Harita 1). Bu durum, kentsel ve kirsal bolgelerdeki siyasi
tercihlerin farklilastigini géstermektedir.

Partilerin oy dagilimlarina bakildiginda, Bismil ilcesinde sol egilimin agirlikta
oldugu gorilmektedir. Bismil segmeninin %56,5'i HP’ye oy vermistir. Buna karsilik,
ANAP, bu ilcede sadece %17,2 oraninda destek bulabilmistir. Merkez ilcede ise
gecerli oylarin yaris1t HP'ye, %32,8'i ise ANAP'a gitmistir. HP'nin birinci parti olarak
one cikt1g1 bir diger ilce Cermik'tir. Bu ilcede se¢cmenlerin %40,5'i milletvekili aday
listesinde Cermikli olan Seyhmus Bahgeci'nin de yer aldigi HP’ye oy vermistir.
Cografi olarak Cermik'e yakin konumda bulunan Ciingiis ilcesinde de benzer bir
egilim gézlemlenmis olup, gecerli oylarin %48,1'i HP'ye verilmistir (Harita 1).

Kendilerini sag siyasi ¢izgide konumlandiran ANAP ve MDP ilce diizeyindeki oy
dagilimlarn incelendiginde, Bismil hari¢ tiim ilcelerde sag egilimin daha baskin
oldugu gozlemlenmektedir. Ozellikle ANAP, MGK tarafindan olusturulmasi
hedeflenen parti sistemine karsit bir egilim sergileyen ilcelerde 6nemli bir destek
bulmustur. Bu ilceler arasinda Ergani (%47,4), Silvan (%45,6), Dicle (%44,8) ve
Cinar (%36,6) 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. MDP ise Ergani ve Silvan se¢menlerince iigiinci
sirada desteklenen parti olmustur. Bununla birlikte, Cinar ilgesinde Seyh kokenli
bir aileden gelen Mahmut Altunakar'a listesinde birinci sirada yer veren MDP,
%32,3'lliikk bir oy oraniyla ikinci en yiiksek destegi alan parti konumuna
yukselmistir. MDP, Hani (%55), Kulp (%45,4), Lice (%37,1) ve Hazro (%34,6)
ilcelerinde birinci parti olarak éne ¢ikmistir. Ozellikle Lice ilcesinde, ikinci siradan
milletvekili aday1 Liceli Ahmet Sarp'in da listesinde bulundugu MDP ve HP birbirine
cok yakin oy oranlari elde etmistir (MDP: %37,1; HP: %37) (Harita 1). Bu bulgular,
siyasi tercihlerin yalnizca ideolojik egilimlerle degil, ayni zamanda yerel
baglamlarla da sekillendigine isaret etmektedir.

Tablo 2
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1983 Yili Diyarbakir Milletvekillerinin Secilme Siralarina Gore Sosyo-Demografik Profili

Ad Soyad Yas  Egitim Parti Dogum ic Meslek Dil
yeri dinamik
Mahmut 57 yuksek MDP  Diyarbakir seyh MDP kurucu ingilizce
Altunakar lisans / kokenli  iyesi, arapga
serbest
Cinar ticaret, ciftci
Seyhmus 32 lisans HP Diyarbakir serbest ingilizce
Bahgeci / ticaret
] muhasebeci,
Cermik mali
musavir
Ozgiir 49 lisans ANA  Diyarbakir avukat bilgi yok
Barutcu P
Cevdet 33 lisans ANA  Diyarbakir serbest bilgi yok
Karakurt P ticaret ciftci,
maliye
Kadir 42 liseve  HP Diyarbakir sendikaci, bilgi yok
Narin dengi / isci
okul
Kulp
Hayrettin 68 lisans HP Kiitahya hukuke¢u ingilizce
Ozansoy fransizca
Ahmet 52 yuksek MDP  Diyarbakir insaat ingilizce
Sarp lisans / miihendisi fransizca
Lice

Kaynak: (TBMM Albiimi, 2010)

Bu sec¢imlerde Diyarbakir se¢im ¢evresinden toplam yedi milletvekili meclise
girmistir. Meclise giren milletvekillerinin sosyal profillerine iliskin analizler, bu
kisilerin demografik ve egitimsel 6zelliklerine dair 6nemli bilgiler sunmaktadir. Bu
baglamda Milletvekillerinin yas ortalamasi 48 olup, egitim diizeyleri agisindan
biiylik cogunlugu lisans ve yiiksek lisans mezunlarindan (6 kisi) olusmaktadir.
Yalnizca bir milletvekili lise veya dengi okul mezunudur. Milletvekillerinin altisi
Diyarbakir dogumludur. Bu durum, temsilcilerin biiytik 6l¢iide yerel kokenli
oldugunu gostermektedir. Yari-feodal iliskiler baglaminda degerlendirildiginde,
milletvekillerinden yalnizca birinin seyh kokenli bir aileye mensup oldugu tespit
edilmistir. Bununla birlikte, 12 Eyliil 1980 darbesi sonrasinda Tiirk¢e disindaki
etnik dillerin konusulmasi1 ve yazili olarak ifade edilmesi yasaklandigi igin,
milletvekillerinin bélgede yaygin olarak konusulan Kiirtce ve Zazaca gibi dilleri
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bilip bilmedikleri sorgulanamamistir. Bu durum, s6z konusu dillerin milletvekilleri
tarafindan kullaniliyor olsa bile, TBMM’ye sunulan 6zgecmislerde bu bilginin yer
almamasi ihtimalini de beraberinde getirmektedir. Farkli meslek gruplarindan olan
milletvekillerin agirlikh olarak konustugu ikinci dil Ingilizcedir (Tablo 2).

Bu bulgular, s6z konusu secim déneminde Diyarbakir'dan secilen milletvekillerinin
sosyal ve demografik profillerine iliskin 6énemli ipuclar1 sunarken, ayni zamanda
doénemin siyasi ve toplumsal kosullarinin temsil bigcimleri tizerindeki etkisini de
ortaya koymasi agisindan énemlidir.

Tablo 3

17. Dénem Diyarbakir Milletvekillerinin Yasama Faaliyetleri

PARTI AD SOYAD A B C C D E F G G H
ANAP Ozgiir Barutcu o 0 O O O O O 3 0 o0
ANAP Cevdet Karakurt 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0
HP Seyhmus Bagceci 0 0 0 12 5 0 0 6 0 0
HP Kadir Narin 0 0 0 25 14 0 0 17 2 0
HP Hayrettin Ozansoy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0
MDP Mahmut Altunakar 3 3 0 34 13 14 2 45 14 2
MDP Ahmet Sarp 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 16 0 0
Toplam 3 4 0 72 32 15 2 94 18 2

Not: Tabloda A-H araliginda yer alan her bir harf'kategorisi, farkli degiskenleri temsil etmek
tizere kullanilmistir. Bu kategoriler su sekilde tanimlanmaktadir: A: ilk imza sahibi olunan
kanun tekliflerinin sayisi; B: imzasi bulunan kanun tekliflerinin sayisi; C: Diyarbakr ile ilgili
kanun tekliflerinin sayisi; C: Tiim soru ve arastirma onergelerinin sayisi; D: Diyarbakir ile
ilgili onergelerin sayisi; E: Glindem dis1 yapilan konusmalarin sayisi; F: Diyarbakir ile ilgili
giindem dis1 konusmalarin sayisi; G: S6z alma sayisi; G: Diyarbakir ile ilgili s6z alma sayisi;
H: Yasalasan kanun tekliflerinin sayisi. Kaynak: (TBMM 17. Donem Meclis Tutanaklari)

17. Dénem Diyarbakir Milletvekillerinin meclis faaliyetlerine iliskin yapilan
inceleme, Diyarbakir ile ilgili herhangi bir kanun teklifinin meclise sunulmadigini
ortaya koymaktadir. Bununla birlikte, Diyarbakir’a dair toplam 32 énerge meclise
sunulmus ve meclis kiirsiisiinde Diyarbakir ile ilgili konularin ele alinmasi amaciyla
18 kez s6z alinmistir. Partiler ve milletvekilleri bazinda yapilan analizler, iktidar
partisi konumundaki ANAP listelerinden segilen iki milletvekilinin Diyarbakir’a
iliskin herhangi bir meclis faaliyetinde bulunmadigin1 géstermektedir. Buna
karsilik, muhalefet partilileri olan MDP ve HP Diyarbakir milletvekillerinin, yasama
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siirecinde goérece daha etkin bir rol oynadigi gdzlemlenmistir. Ozellikle, seyh
kokenli bir aileye mensup MDP milletvekili Mahmut Altunakar ile HP’den Kadir
Narin’in, diger milletvekillerine kiyasla daha yogun bir meclis faaliyeti
gerceklestirdigi tespit edilmistir (Tablo 3).

Sonug¢

Bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye’nin demokratiklesme siirecindeki kritik bir kirilma noktasini
teskil eden 1983 genel se¢imlerini, Ortadogu'nun siyasal cografyasinda kritik bir
konuma sahip olan Diyarbakir 6zelinde inceleyerek; modern devletlerde normatif
bir ideal olarak benimsenen temsili demokrasi modelinin, Tiirkiye’'nin siyasal
pratigiyle ne derece uyumlu oldugunu sistematik bir bicimde analiz etmektedir.
Arastirma, se¢im sisteminin temsil yetkinligi tizerindeki etkileri, milletvekillerinin
yasama faaliyetlerinin temsil kapasitesi, askeri miidahalenin siyasal sonuglara yon
veren yapisal belirleyiciligi ve bolgesel dinamiklerin secmen davranisina etkisi gibi
cok katmanl bir analitik ¢erceve sunmaktadir.

Temsili demokrasilerde secimler, yurttaslarin siyasal iradelerini kurumsal
yonetime aktarmalarini saglayan temel mesruiyet mekanizmasidir. Bu baglamda,
secimlerin diizenli araliklarla, seffaf ve esit katilim ilkelerine uygun bigimde
gerceklestirilmesi kadar, uygulanan se¢im sistemlerinin de temsilde adalet ile
yonetimde istikrar arasindaki diyalektik gerilimi yonetecek kurumsal denge
mekanizmalar1 icermesi bliyilk 6nem tasimaktadir. Zira séz konusu dengenin
saglanmasi, bir yandan olusacak yasama organlarinin toplumsal ¢ogulculugu
yansitma kapasitesini artirirken, diger yandan demokratik yonetisimin temel
normlarinin konsolidasyonuna ve siyasal istikrarin siirdiiriilebilirligine katk:
sunmaktadir. Bu baglamda, c¢alismanin temel bulgulari, 1983 secimlerinde
uygulanan ¢ift barajli d’Hondt sisteminin, istikrar odakli bir yaklasimla
tasarlandigini ve bu durumun ANAP’1in lehine askin bir temsil oran1 (%+7,8)
yarattigini ortaya koymaktadir. Diger taraftan, Diyarbakir érneginde ise, bolgede
birinci parti konumundaki HP’nin, eksik temsil sorunuyla (%-1,2) karsi karsiya
kaldig1 ve bu durumun Diyarbakir se¢gmeninin (%42 (HP)+%25,3 (MDP)= %67,3)
parlamentoda sinirlh  bir temsil gliciine sahip olmasiyla sonuglandigi
gozlemlenmektedir. Bu bulgular, s6z konusu se¢im sisteminin partiler arasi temsil
adaleti lizerinde yarattig1 esitsizligi yansitmaktadir.

Bu secimlerde HP'nin Diyarbakir'da birinci parti konumuna gelmesi, bolge
siyasetinin dinamiklerini anlama agisindan 6nemli veriler sunmaktadir. Bu sonug,
askeri yonetim tarafindan desteklenen MDP’nin bélgede Tiirkiye ortalamasinin
(%23,3) lizerinde oy alarak %25,5'e ulasmasiyla birlikte degerlendirildiginde,
Diyarbakir'in siyasal kiiltiirtindeki tarihsel siirekliligi teyit etmektedir. Daha da
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o6nemlisi, bu bulgular Ortadogu siyaset analizlerinde siklikla basvurulan etno-
dinsel kimlik merkezli aciklama paradigmasina alternatif bir okuma imkani
saglamaktadir.

Calismanin dikkat cekici bulgularindan biri, Kiirt siyasi hareketinin 1980'lerin
basinda heniiz erken bir asamada olmasi nedeniyle Diyarbakir se¢cmen
tercihlerinde belirleyici olamamis olmasidir. Bu durum, bdlge siyasetinin
anlasilmasinda sosyo-ekonomik faktorlerin ve yerel siyasal geleneklerin merkezi
roliine isaret ederken, ayni zamanda "devlet partisi” sdyleminin bélgede kismen de
olsa karsiik buldugunu géstermektedir. Ote yandan, ANAP'In merkez sag
soyleminin kirsal kesimde sinirh etki yaratmasi, boélgenin siyasi tercihlerindeki
cesitliligi ve heterojen yapiy1 ortaya koymaktadir.

llce diizeyindeki secim sonuglar, Diyarbakir'daki siyasi egilimlerin cografi dagilimi
konusunda carpic veriler sunmaktadir. Bismil ve Cermik gibi ilcelerde sol
egilimlerin agir basmasina karsilik, Hani ve Kulp'ta MDP'nin birinci parti ¢ikmasi,
bolgenin sosyo-politik mozaigini yansitmaktadir. Bu farklilasma, yerel baglamlarin
siyasal tercihler lizerindeki belirleyici etkisini agik¢a ortaya koymaktadir. Katilim
oranlarindaki farklilasma da dikkat ¢ekicidir: Kirsal bolgelerde gorece yliksek olan
secmen katilimi, merkez ilcede belirgin sekilde diisiik kalmistir. Bu veriler,
doénemin kentsel segmeninin siyasi sisteme yonelik giivensizlik ve tepkiselliginin
gostergesi olarak yorumlanabilir.

Diyarbakir'dan secilen milletvekillerinin sosyo-demografik profil analizleri,
temsilcilerin bliyiik 6lclide yerel kokenli ve yliksek egitim diizeyine sahip
bireylerden olustugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Bununla birlikte, etnik kimlik
verilerinin eksikligi, donemin siyasi rejiminin temsil mekanizmalar1 tizerindeki
kisitlayici etkisini yansitmaktadir. Yasama faaliyetlerine iliskin icerik analizleri,
iktidar partisi milletvekillerinin parti disiplini geregi (Sartori, 1976) bdlgesel
meseleleri meclis glindemine tasimada pasif kaldigini gostermektedir ki bu durum,
"se¢cmen beklentileri-parti sadakati" ikilemini yansitmaktadir (Pitkin, 1967). Buna
karsilik, muhalefet milletvekillerinin Diyarbakir'a dair sorunlari daha sik giindeme
getirmesi, muhalefetin denetleyici roliiyle uyumludur (Dahl, 1971). iktidar partisi
milletvekillerinin bolgesel sorunlara ilgisizligi, Ortadogu'daki bircok iilkede
gozlemlenen “"sembolik temsil" sorununun (Pitkin, 1967) Tiirkiye'deki
yansimasidir. Buna karsilik muhalefet vekillerinin aktif tutumu ise, bolgesel
temsilin nasil daha etkin hale getirilebilecegine dair 6nemli ipuglar1 sunmaktadir.

Kisacasi s6z konusu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye'nin demokratiklesme siirecindeki celiskileri
hem askeri miidahale ve onun bir uzantisi olarak uygulanan toplum miihendisligi
politikalari, hem de secim sisteminin temsilde yol actig1 esitsizlikler, bolgesel siyasi
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kiltiriin siireklilik arz eden yapisi ve milletvekillerinin temsil gorevini yasama
faaliyetlerine ne o6lciide yansittig1 gibi dinamikler iizerinden ortaya koymaktadir.
Bu baglamda bu calisma, karsilastirmali siyaset alaninda yapilacak gelecek
arastirmalar icin 6nemli bir referans teskil etmekle birlikte, Tiirkiye'de temsili
demokrasinin isleyisine dair tartismalara da katki sunmaktadir. Ayrica, benzer
arastirmalarin farkli secim donemleri ve cografi bolgeler lizerinden yiiriitiilmesi,
Tirkiye'nin siyasal déniislimiiniin daha biitiinciil bir analizini miimkiin kilacaktir.

Extended Abstract

The military coup of September 12, 1980, marked a critical turning point that
fundamentally transformed Tiirkiye’s political and social structures. The military
regime implemented comprehensive legal reforms, most notably the 1982
Constitution, Law No. 2820 on Political Parties, and Law No. 2839 on Parliamentary
Elections. These institutional changes constituted essential components of the
post-coup political engineering project by prohibiting political mobilization based
on non-Turkish ethnic identities, restricting public use of minority languages like
Kurdish, and banning the establishment of socialist or religious-based political
parties.

The 1983 general elections were conducted under strict military supervision, with
only three approved parties permitted to participate (ANAP, HP, MDP). Electoral
reforms aimed to prevent coalition governments and block regional parties from
entering parliament. The military government introduced a double-threshold
proportional representation system (10% national threshold plus district-level
thresholds using the d'Hondt method), reduced parliamentary seats from 450 to
400, and abolished the Senate. While designed to ensure political stability, these
changes created significant representational imbalances.

Among the participating parties, the Nationalist Democracy Party (MDP) emerged
as the military's openly endorsed "state party" Its leader Turgut Sunalp's campaign
rhetoric emphasizing the "September 12 philosophy” and warnings about
communist threats reinforced the party's alignment with the official ideology.
However, MDP's disappointing performance - receiving only 25,3% of votes in
Diyarbakir and failing to achieve expected success nationwide - revealed a
fundamental disconnect between military preferences and popular will.

The Populist Party (HP) positioned itself as social democratic alternative, appealing
to CHP's traditional voter base. Its campaign promises regarding regional
development in Eastern and Southeastern Anatolia, coupled with proposals for
partial amnesty for political prisoners, significantly enhanced its appeal in
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Diyarbakir. HP's first-place finish with 42% of votes in the province demonstrated
the persistence of leftist political traditions in the region.

Under Turgut Ozal's leadership, the Motherland Party (ANAP) distinguished itself
through neoliberal economic policies and technocratic governance. While ANAP's
professional advertising campaigns revolutionized political communication in
Turkey and secured a national victory with 45,1% of votes, its relatively weaker
performance in Diyarbakir (3,7%, second place) revealed limitations of center-
right politics in the region.

The electoral outcomes exposed the double-threshold system's distortive effects on
representation. ANAP's 45,1% vote share translated into 52,9% of parliamentary
seats, while HP (30,5% votes, 29,3% seats) and MDP (23,3% votes, 17,8% seats)
suffered from underrepresentation. These disparities highlighted systemic
inequities in political representation.

Diyarbakir's distinct political dynamics produced noteworthy patterns. HP's
dominance confirmed the continuity of CHP's leftist legacy, while the Kurdish
political movement's limited influence suggested socioeconomic factors
outweighed ethnic identity in voter behavior. Significant intra-provincial variations
emerged, with leftist tendencies prevailing in Bismil and Cermik versus MDP's
stronger showing in Hani and Kulp - demonstrating the importance oflocal political
contexts.

Analysis of the seven MPs elected from Diyarbakir reveals predominantly highly-
educated, locally-born representatives. The absence of ethnic identifiers in official
records reflects the period's political constraints. Legislative activity patterns
showed ruling party ANAP MPs largely neglecting regional issues, while opposition
HP and MDP representatives played more active oversight roles - revealing both
the opposition's watchdog function and systemic representation deficits.

In conclusion, the 1983 elections reflected the military's political engineering
project, prioritizing stability over representational fairness through electoral
mechanisms that disproportionately favored ANAP. Diyarbakir's results
demonstrated how regional sociopolitical dynamics mediated national political
transformations. This study provides important insights into how military
interventions and electoral systems shape representative democracy, offering
valuable perspectives for comparative politics research. Future studies could
deepen this analysis by examining different electoral cycles and regions to develop
a more comprehensive understanding of Tiirkiye's political evolution.
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Makale Bilgi Formu

Yazar Notu: Bu ¢alisma Prof. Dr. M. Zeki Duman danismanliginda 14. 12.
2022 tarihinde tamamlan “Diyarbakir’da Se¢gmen Egilimi ve Siyasal Temsil
(1980-2018)” bashikl doktora tezi esas alinarak hazirlanmistir (Doktora
Tezi, Van Yiiziinci Yil Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisti, Van, Tiirkiye,
2022).

Cikar Catismasi Bildirimi: Yazar tarafindan potansiyel cikar catismasi
bildirilmemistir.

Yapay Zeka Bildirimi: Bu makale yazilirken hicbir yapay zeka araci
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For years, scholars have extensively studied the landscape of journalism in the Arab
world and its practices. While they have largely focused on political reporting,
science journalism in the region still remains a less explored territory. Despite the
significant role of science in the history and development of Arab societies, what
role do science journalists play in the region? What are the key characteristics and
contributions of science journalism in the Middle East and North Africa? To address
these questions, Science journalism in the Arab world: The Quest for ‘Ilm’ and Truth
written by Abdullah Alhuntushi and Jairo Lugo-Ocando offers a comprehensive
analysis of science journalism in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region.
This book published in 2023, has ten chapters, spread across 265 pages, and
attempts to describe and evaluate the current state of science journalism in the
region and its contribution in the development of Arab societies.

Chapter 1 provides an introduction and overview of science journalism in MENA
and its importance in promoting science in the region. While discussing the
relationship between the region’s predominant religion Islam and science, the
authors argue that the former has a more positive view towards the latter. Chapter
2 & 3 discuss the history of science journalism in the MENA region and its current
state country by country. To understand why Arab journalism operates in a
completely different setting, authors examine the historical contexts that paved the
way for science journalism in the region. Like many societies in the global south,
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media censorship practices in the region were in fact developed and inspired by
this colonial rule. These arguments challenge the common perceptions that
countries in the Middle East are oppressors of media freedom while in fact these
practices were deeply inspired by British colonialism in the region. When it comes
to the nature of the media systems and journalistic practices, it's true that each
country in the Middle East has a particular set of characteristics. An analysis of
various countries in the Middle East showed that most of them share similar
challenges like lack of capabilities, lack of knowledge, limited interest in science by
people, government censorship and little access to expert sources. However, the
authors didn’t specify why countries like Iran, Tunisia, Bahrain and Morocco were
left out in this analysis.

Chapter 4 provides an examination of how the region’s prevailing news cultures
have influenced science reporting as a profession. Authors argue that culture,
religion and politics are often identified as the key factors that cause differences in
news culture when compared with the West. They also found journalists in MENA
are often dependent on official narratives and they rarely question them. This
echoes Bahry (2001) who argued that Arab media act as an extension of their ruling
governments by giving publicity to the leaders. Due to this distinctive nature, this
chapter has stressed the need for the Arab world to have its own analytical category
that points to its unique news culture. This is really crucial, as every region has its
own distinctive factors that shape its news culture, and one cannot view the Middle
East and its journalism practices through a Western news culture lens.

Chapter 5 suggests that professional autonomy in MENA journalism has its limits,
because the governments are mostly authoritarian and there is barely any financial
backing for the production of critical and challenging news pieces. With limited
scope to operate freely, journalists' primary responsibility in the region has
switched from evaluating policy to supporting governments. Whereas in chapter 6,
authors assess how journalists in the Middle East access and engage with various
news sources in their everyday news production. After describing the nature of the
relationship between journalists and scientists, the authors highlight that scientists
in the Arab region frequently use intermediaries (communication experts from
public relations) rather than speaking directly to the journalists. However, they
didn’t explain why intermediaries are being used in these communications and
what role they play. But this could be because lack of relevant education and proper
skills make it more difficult for journalists to communicate with their sources. In
this situation, communication experts can bridge both people. But as a result, most
of the important elements in the works of scientists would be misinterpreted.
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There have been various debates about the status and opportunities of women in
the Middle East and North Africa. To add into this debate, Chapter 7 focuses on
gender, an important element in media studies. It argued that women are present
very less in the stream of science journalism and when it comes to finding science
related news sources, they face more challenges compared to men who do the same
job. This is because women in the region face double vulnerability when it comes
to working rights. On the one hand, they face limitations as women and on the other
side, they face obstacles if they are non-citizens. However, many countries in the
region like Saudi Arabia, are slowly making progress when it comes to women
rights.

Chapter 8 discusses how knowledge and expertise of journalists are important to
investigate and verify claims based on statistical data in the media. It was found
that MENA has a lack of statistics education and it has affected science journalists'
ability to understand and engage with numbers. Some of the most important issues
faced by science journalists while using statistics are validity, analysis of data and
reliability. Arab journalists in specific also face issues that emerge from the political
and sociological setting in which science is disseminated. So it is extremely
important for the news outlets in the region to provide sufficient training and time
for journalists to critically study the data. Chapter 9 argued that Arab people are
active consumers of news and they consume news in a way similar but unique at
the same time to that of the West. When compared to other regions, the Arab world
still consumes less science news. This is largely because the people in the region
itself are less interested in STEM. Also, the restriction on the public's access to
science information is also an equally important issue. However it is important to
note that these restrictions on public access to information apply to all news beats
in the region and it has to do with the historical structure of the institutions and the
governing regimes.

Chapter 10 concludes the book by reiterating that limited on-the ground
capabilities and lack of audience has affected the growth of science journalism in
the region rather than limitations enforced by factors like religion, culture and
politics. In addition to this, three main factors that undermine science journalism’s
capacity to provide an arena for science communication are professional
autonomy, less interest in science news and insufficient education by the public.
Regardless of these issues, this chapter underlines that science journalism deserves
more focus as it has the capability to advance society and thereby develop the
MENA region.
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This book is a valuable addition to the existing literature on science journalism in
the Middle East and North Africa. It is very well organised by giving sufficient
context first and later thematically arranged chapters that address various aspects
that influence science news in the region. One of the strengths of this book is that it
challenged the reductionist western approach that Arab legal framework inspired
by religion hinders science journalism in the region. By presenting the rich history
of the golden age of Islam when Muslims actively contributed to various streams of
science, authors reaffirmed that Islam has encouraged truth seeking and does not
obstruct science news in the region. Another commendable aspect of this book is
its attempt to explore gender specific issues related to science journalism. Such
discussions are very rare in the MENA region and the authors have successfully
shed light on problems faced by women journalists in particular. They also
suggested that, even though gender based disparities are present in certain MENA
countries, the nature of these challenges vary significantly across the region. Some
countries have even started adopting more progressive gender policies.

Indeed this book has offered a critical study of the complexities and main
challenges faced by science journalism in the MENA region. But one important
limitation of this book is exclusion of growing areas of focus in modern science
reporting. While discussing journalistic genres and news topics covered in the
region, authors failed to mention climate change and artificial intelligence (Al).
Considering how the MENA is one of the most water-pressed and vulnerable
regions for climate change, discussions on how journalists cover it is extremely
important. Are there enough climate reporting in the region and do governments
support them (journalists)? We are not certain. Another critical issue that wasn’t
addressed is the rise of Al and how it is impacting science journalists in the region.
Many governments in the MENA are investing in Al and it would be interesting to
study how journalists are adapting to this new area of focus. Thus future science
journalism studies should include climate change, Al, and the problems faced by
reporters while covering it.

Moreover, this book observed that countries like Qatar, UAE and Saudi Arabia have
have significantly invested in projects related to science and they have programs
and institutions that promote science journalism and STEM education in their
diversification projects. So it would be interesting to compare how Gulf stand out
in the MENA region in future studies.

Overall this book is an informative read for anyone interested in learning about
science journalism in the MENA region. It provides very rich insights on the
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strengths and flaws of science news in the MENA region which will undoubtedly
contribute to the future studies.
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Insan, fitrat1 geregi inanan bir varliktir. Bu sebeple inanglar, insanhigin hayatina yon
veren 6nemli bir etkendir. Yasadigimiz cografya farkli inancglar ve kdltiirleri bir
arada bulunduran bir yapidadir. Ozellikle Ortadogu, ¢ok sayida din ve mezhep
mensubunun bir arada yasadig1 kozmopolit bir bolgedir. Bu inanglardan biri olan
Nusayrilik, ortaya c¢iktigi tarihten giiniimiize kadar varhigim1 siirdiirebilen
mezhepler arasinda yer almaktadir. Nusayriler, bu mevcudiyetini ise onemli
oranda gizlilik prensibine, yani kapal bir toplum olma 6zelligine borgludur. Firka
hakkinda ¢ok sayida arastirmanin yapilmis olmasi olumlu gibi goriinse de
calismalarin giivenirligi tartisiimaktadir. Arastirmalar neticesinde mezheple
alakali bazi bilgilerin net olmadigini belirtmek gerekir.

Diger taraftan, Nusayriler gibi bazi dini gruplarin, 6zellikle de “asir1” firkalarin,
Tanrt'y1 tasavvur etme bicimleri bariz bir sekilde farklilik gostermektedir. Bu
durum, mezhep kimliginin olusmasindaki 6nemli bir unsurdur. Incelemekte
oldugumuz ‘Nusayrilik Tesekkiil Siireci ve Ogretileri’ isimli kitap, Nusayriligin
ortaya ¢iktig1 ilk donemlere temas etmenin yaninda firkanin bazi 6gretilerine de
deginmektedir.

Dinler ve inanglar, insanligin varolusuyla birlikte tarih sahnesinde yerini almistur.
Inanglar, zaman icerisinde bircok problemin ¢oziimiine katki sagladig1 gibi bazi
sorunlarin da nedeni olmaktadir. insanlar arasinda inang¢ farkhihklarinin ve fikir
ayriliklarinin bulunmasi mezhepsel ayriliklarin nedenlerindendir. Bu baglamda
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Miisliimanlarda cesitli grup ve mezheplere ayrilmiglardir. Ayrica, Islamiyet’in
dogusuyla birlikte ilk asirlardan itibaren gruplasmalarin yasanmasi mezheplerin
tesekkill nedenlerindendir. Bu mezheplerden Nusayrilik, Sia'nin gulat (asiri)
firkalarindan olup, IX.yy. da Irak'ta ortaya cikan, gliniimiizde ise biiyiik bir kismi
Suriye’de yasayan ve Tiirkiye’de de(Cukurova-Antakya-Samandag) mensubu
bulunan bir mezheptir (Uziim, 2007, s. 271).

Nusayrilik Tesekkiil Siireci ve Ogretileri isimli kitap, Necmettin Erbakan
Universitesi’'nden Dr. Aytekin Senzeybek tarafindan, akademik bir iislupla Tiirkce
yazilmis kaynak kitap hiiviyetindedir. Eser, Nusayriligin tesekkiil stireci ve Tanri
tasavvuru olarak iki ana boliimden olugsmaktadir. Nusayrilik iizerine yazilan eserler
arasinda yeni olan bu eser, 6zgiin anlatimiyla mezhep hakkinda 6nemli bilgiler
icermektedir. Kitapta verilen basliklarin tarihsel siirece riayet edilerek verilmesi,
biitlinliik ilkesine uygun bir yazi oldugunu ve titiz bir calisma yapildigini
gostermektedir. Arastirmada, farkl1 mezhep ve dini kaynaklardan da yararlanilmis,
diger inan¢ gruplarinin yorumlari da zikredilmistir. Firka ile ilgilenenlere hitaben,
bahsedilen konular hakkinda kitapta farkli yorumlarin verilmesi, kiyaslama
yapabilmenin kolayligin1 saglamaktadir. Yazarin konularla ilgili cesitli goriislere
yer vermesi, Nusayrilik hakkindaki bilgi furyasinin hangi diizeyde oldugunu
gostermektedir. Kitap’ta, mezhebin kurucusu Ibn Nusayr'dan baslanilarak,
haleflerinin de anlatildig1 bir dénem secilmis(M. 9.yy-11.yy) ve olaylar tarihsel
cercevede aktarilmistir.

Eserde, yazarin yakindig1 6nemli bir husus ise, Nusayrilerin ice doniik bir toplum
olmasindan dolay1 firkayla ilgili ulasilan bilgilerin sinirli kalmasidir. Bu bakimdan
yapilan arastirmalar bazi noktalarda gelistirilememekte ve yanlis bilgiler
icermektedir. Arastirmaci, Nusayrilik hakkinda yazilmis olan bilgi kirliligine dikkat
cekerek, dogrularin bizzat Nusayrilerin agzindan dile getirilmesini arzu
etmektedir. Ayrica, Nusayri seyhlerinin dini hayatin gizli kalmasi noktasinda ittifak
halinde olmasi, mezheple ilgili bilinenlerin kisitli olmasina sebebiyet vermektedir.
Bu bakimdan Nusayriler, yasadiklar1 cografyalarda kendi emniyetleri i¢in bazi
donemler “Takiyye” gibi uygulamalara basvurmuslardir. Ayrica bazi1 Nusayriler,
firka mensuplarinin  artmasina yonelik  birtakim c¢alismalar (teblig)
gerceklestirmislerdir. Mezhep icin ilim tahsil eden insanlar, bazen farkl
memleketlerde bazi sorularin cevaplarini aramislar, bazen de birtakim insanlara
mezhebt bilgileri aktarmakla ugrasmislar. Ozellikle giiniimiizde Nusayrilik iizerine
yazilan yazilarda firka mensuplarinin da yazdiklarinin bulunmasi sevindirici bir
durum olmaktadir. Ancak bu faaliyetlerin devrin sartlarina gore degiskenlik
gosterdigini de zikretmek gerekir.
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Eserde, Nusayrilerin bazi mezhepler -6zellikle Sii firkalar- gibi gesitli isimlerle
anildiklarina deginilmektedir. Yazar, mezhebin farkl isimlerini eserinde basliklar
halinde ele almaktadir. Ornegin Nusayrilik, Arap Aleviligi adiyla da bilinmektedir.
Nusayriligin farkli adlandirilmasinin sebeplerinden biri, bu mezhebe dair birincil
kaynaklara ulasmanin zor hatta imkansiz olmasidir. Bu nedenle eserde, Nusayriler
tarafindan kabul edilen veya reddedilen kimlik kavramlari anlatilmaktadir. Ayrica,
Nusayriligin kurucusu olan Ibn Nusayr'in(é. 270/883) cesitli isimlerle anildig
goriilmektedir. Arastirmada, rivayetlerle de aktarilan bu isimlendirmeler
detaylariyla verilmektedir.

Eserde dikkat ceken bir diger husus, s6z konusu doénemlerde farkli din ve
mezheplerden otorite sahibi kisilerin diger firka liderleriyle olan diismanca
tavirlaridir. Nitekim sayfa 122’de, Eb(i Harun el-Hasibi'nin bir grup Yahudi'ye
hocalik yaptig1 icin Taberani ve Ibrahim er-Rakkak tarafindan éldiiriildiigiinden
bahsedilmektedir. Ayrica Muhammed b. Ali el Cilli'nin diger baz1 6grencilerine de
suikastlarin oldugu aktarilmaktadir.

Nusayriler, bazi dénemlerde siyaseten giic kazanmislardir. Ozellikle, Abbasiler
déneminde politikanin icinde yer alarak so6z sahibi olmuslardir. Eserde, Ibn
Nusayr’in igerisinde bulundugu toplumun dini yasami ve kiiltiiriiniin kendisine
etkisi de anlatilmaktadir. Bu bakimdan, Abbasi hanedanliginin politikalar1 ve
gelisen olaylar incelenmis, Siilik ve Sii mezhebindeki 6nemli sahsiyetlerden
bahsedilmistir. Nitekim arastirmada, Ibn Nusayr'in Abbasi yoneticileriyle olan
goriismeleri de aktarilmaktadir. Arastirmada, Ibn Nusayr tarafindan yazildig
belirtilen eserler, adinin gegtigi veya Ibn Nusayr’a atfedilen yazih eserlere de yer
verilmektedir.

Yazar, firkanin “gizlilik” politikasina dikkat cekmektedir. Kitapta, “Sirrilik”
prensibini uygulayan Nusayriligin inan¢ esaslar1 aktarilmakta ve mezhep
miikelleflerinden sik¢a bahsedilmektedir. Miiellif, mezhebin 6zellikleriyle ilgili
simirlh  bilgilerin  oldugunu  zikretmekte, Ibn Nusayrin yasaminda ve
faaliyetlerindeki bilgi eksikliginin 6nemini vurgulamaktadir. Ayrica, ibn Nusayr'in
haleflerinden bahsedilen eserde, liderlik yapmis bazi sahsiyetlerin icinde
bulundugu olumsuz durumlardan bahsedilmektedir. Yazar, mezhep mensuplarinin
sayisint ve nifuz alanini biiyiitmek icin ugrasan Nusayrilerin faaliyetlerine
deginmektedir. Ilk dénem Nusayri alimler, dénemin getirdigi zorlu sartlarda
mezhep icin calismalarini icra etmekten geri durmamislardir. Eserde, ibn Nusayr'in
kendi yasaminda ve bazi dgrencilerinde olaganiistii olaylarin varlifindan soz
edilmektedir.
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Yazar, Nusayri seyhlerinden Hasibi'nin (6. 346/957 veya 358/969) yapmis oldugu
faaliyetlerin ve yazdig1 eserlerin iceriginden s6z etmektedir. Ayrica, Hasibi’'nin
siyasi yeteneginden bahsedilmekte, devlet yoneticileriyle olan yakin temaslarina
deginilmektedir. Eser, Hasibinin bilirokrasisini baz1 detaylarla bize aktarmaktadir.
Hasibinin, Ali b. isa el-Cisri ye verdigi 6giitleri, giiniimiiz Nusayrilerine kadar etkili
olmustur. Ayrica Hasibi, Nusayriligin ikinci kurucusu olarak kabul edilmektedir
(Uziim, 2007, s. 273).

Eser icerisinde, taninirligi bakimindan zayif bulunan muhtelif sahsiyetlerden
bahsedilmektedir. Bu kisiler hakkinda yeterli bilginin verilmedigini sdyleyebiliriz.
Ancak burada asil istenen kitapta adi gecen kisilerin bilinirliginden ziyade kitabi
okuyan icin mezhep hakkinda bazi 6n bilgilere sahip olmasinin arzu edildigidir.

100. sayfanin ikinci paragrafinda gecen “Son olarak, bir toplulugun ekonomik
sorunlarinin ¢6ziimii siyasi destegin dogal bir sonucudur” ciimlesi, iginde
barindirdigi anlamlar dolayisiyla son derece dnemli bir ifade olmakla beraber,
paragraficinde bu goriis aciklanmaya calisilmis olsa da konunun tiim yonleriyle ele
alindigini soéylemek giictiir. Bu disiinceyi daha agiklayici bir bicimde ele almak, en
azindan ifadenin biyiikligliini ve genis bir yelpazeye etki edebilecegini
ongormekteyiz. Ancak bu ifade, kitabin asil konusu olmadigindan, eser igerisinde
dogal bir durum olarak sinirlandirilmistir.

“Gulat” firkalarin, 6nemli uygulamalarindan birisi de takiyye yapmalaridir. Bu tiir
toplumlar evvela Kkendilerini himaye etmeyi hedeflemektedirler. Nitekim,
Nusayrilerin ve dnde gelenlerinin mecbur kaldiklar1 ve faaliyetlerini icra ettikleri
zamanlarda takiyye yaptiklar1 bilinmektedir. Onem arz eden bu uygulama kitapta
‘Hasibi ve Takiyye’ olarak farkl sekilde basliklandirilmis.

Muhammed b. Ali el-Cilli'nin(6. 994) anlatildig1 bir baslikta, Bizans'in gii¢ kazandigi
donemden ve Miislimanlarin nispeten zayifladigindan bahsedilmektedir. Ayrica,
Cill'nin devlet kademelerinde bulundugu gorevlerden ve cesitli makamlarla olan
iliskisinden bahsedilmektedir.

Nusayrilik lizerine yapilan oryantalist arastirmalar, 17. yiizyildan itibaren artis
gostermistir. Bu durum, mezhebin gelisimi tizerinde hem olumlu hem de olumsuz
etkiler birakmistir. Oyle ki, baz1 mistik c¢alismalarin, firkanin farkl inang
unsurlarini bir araya getiren senkretik bir yapiya doniismesine katkida bulundugu
soylenebilir. Bu bakimdan, Nusayri diisiiniirlerin fikirlerinde oryantalist etkilerle
sekillenen bati tarzi yorumlara rastlanmaktadir. Diger taraftan Sii-Fars etkisinin de
Nusayriligin icerisinde yogun bir etkisi bulunmaktadir.

218



Ahmet Hakan Yilmaz

Eserde, “Nusayri Tanr1 Tasavvuru” olarak karsimiza ¢ikan ikinci boliim, iki farkl
kategoride ele alinmaktadir. Bu kismin ilk paragrafinda genel bilgilere yer verilerek
benzer firkalara da atifta bulunulmaktadir. Burada genel olarak mezhebin “Tanr1”
kavramini nasil tasvir ettigi, kavram hakkinda ne diisiindiigi ve insanlarin
fikriyatindaki 6nemi aktarilmaktadir. Batini bir diisiince yapisina sahip olarak
Tanr kavramini aciklamaya ¢alisan Nusayriler, Hz. Ali'yi ve Selman-1 Faris?yi
ylcelten bir yaklasim benimsemektedirler. Arastirmada, yaraticinin zatina yonelik
kullanilan farkli isimler ve bu adlarin dénemin siyasi ortaminin bu konudaki
etkisine deginilmektedir. Nusayriler, Allah’in yiiceligini ihmal etmezler, aksine
biytkligiini zikrederler. Tanri'ya verdikleri onem, Tanri'y1 tahayyiillerinin
Otesinde bir varlik olarak tasvir etmeleriyle somutlasmaktadir. Bu yaklasim,
Nusayrilerin, Tanri'nin ytceligini ifade etme ¢abalarini da agik¢a gostermektedir.

Eserde dikkatimizi ¢eken bir diger onemli husus; climle icinde gecen “kevr”
kavramidir. Kevr, icerdigi anlam bakimindan o6nemli gorilmektedir. Yazar,
kavramin aydinlatilmasi agisindan bir aciklamada bulunmaktadir. Kevr’in kelime
anlaminin bilinmesi, yalnizca gectigi ciimlenin degil, ayn1 zamanda eserdeki diger
bazi paragraflarin da daha net bir sekilde anlasilmasina katki saglayabilir.

Nusayrilik’te, Mana-isim-Bab kavramlar1 son derece énemlidir. Eserde, iizerinde
6nemle durulan konularin yani sira, yeteri kadar hassasiyet gosterilmeyen veya
mezhep icin tezatlik teskil eden konularin varligina da deginilmektedir.

Arastirmada, dikkat ¢ceken bir baska husus ise, “Gibab” kavramidir. Bu kavram,
eserde bir baslik altinda detayli bir sekilde ele alinmaktadir. Arastirmada kullanilan
bu terim(Gibab), baz1 kiyaslamalara tabi tutulmus ve bu yolla kavramin daha
anlagilir hale getirilmesi amag¢lanmigtir.

Yazar, mezheple ilgili birincil kaynaklardan da bilgiler aktarmaktadir. Eser,
kullanilan kaynaklar ve yerinde verilen dipnotlar sayesinde diizenli ve sistematik
bir calismaya sahip oldugunu gostermektedir. Bu bakimdan arastirmanin, konuya
iliskin yeterli diizeyde bir yazi oldugu ve nizami bir akademik ¢alismaya ulastigini
soyleyebiliriz. Ayrica eserde, boltimlerin ve basliklarin yerinde kullanilmasi, konu
biitiinliiglinlin saglanmasina katkida bulunmaktadir. Kitapta ele alinan konularin
titizlikle islendigi goz oniine alindiginda, bu eserin Nusayrilik {izerine yapilmis
onemli arastirmalar arasinda degerlendirilebilecegi ifade edilebilir.

Eserde kullanilan akademik iislup ve akic dil, ele alinan konularin 6zgiin ve
anlasilir bir sekilde ifade edilmesini saglamaktadir. Konuyla alakali olarak
akademik calismalarin sayili olmasi ve dikkate alinabilirligi acisindan baktigimizda,
“Nusayrilik Tesekkiil Siireci ve Ogretileri” isimli eser, bazi eksikliklere acikhik
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getirmektedir. Kitap, mezheple ilgili zengin muhteviyatiyla, arastirma yapacaklar
icin saglam bir kaynak olma hiiviyeti tasimaktadir. Nihayetinde bu eser, ilgili
arastirmacilarin yararlanmasi gereken ihtiyatl bir ¢calisma olarak tavsiye edilebilir.

Makale Bilgi Formu

Cikar Catismasi Bildirimi: Yazar tarafindan potansiyel ¢ikar c¢atismasi
bildirilmemistir.

Yapay Zeka Bildirimi: Bu makale yazilirken hicbir yapay zeka arac
kullanilmamaistir.

intihal Beyani: Bu makale iThenticate tarafindan taranmistir.
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The Middle East Crisis Factory, written by lyad El-Baghdadi and Ahmed Gatnash, is
a book that criticizes the political dynamics that have shaped the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) region in the modern period and offers solutions to the
ongoing problems of authoritarianism, terrorism, and foreign intervention. As an
insider, el-Baghdadi, born in Kuwait and forced to leave the country by Emirati
authorities, and Ahmed Gatnash, who is of Libyan origin, bring a unique perspective
to the academic literature by addressing issues that Western scholars usually
discuss. The authors believe that tyranny, terrorism, foreign intervention, and the
resulting political, social, and economic consequences have turned the Middle East
into a crisis factory. They argue that the region constantly produces crises and that
these three factors (tyranny, terrorism, and foreign intervention) continue to fuel
the situation. They also state that the production of these crises is not random but
is produced by foreign interventions.

Although the book focuses on events in the MENA region from the post-colonial
period to the Arab Spring, its main focus is on Arabic-speaking countries and the
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crises they experience. It examines what dictatorship, terrorism, and foreign
interventions cause in these countries, what the Arab Spring represents for the
region, and the new crises that follow.

El-Baghdadi also mentions that the Arab Spring, which started in Tunisia and later
affected the entire Arab world, was hopeful, but later the dictators in the region
suppressed the uprisings, and the situation got worse. He also links the 2018
Sudanese uprisings to the murder of his friend Jamal Khashoggi, indicating how
much the personal and political tragedies experienced are deeply linked to the
region’s ongoing struggles.

The authors highlight the orientalist discourse in the introductory section and
criticize the Western view of the MENA countries and their politics. The book
consists of two main parts, "History" and "Horizons", each consisting of four
chapters, along with an introduction and foreword. In these two sections, the
authors explore the historical context of the region and make suggestions for the
future of the region. In the first part, they discuss the impact of post-colonial nation-
state building on the MENA region and the limitations of regimes for society. The
subheadings of the first section explain how oppressive regimes, terrorist
organizations, and foreign interventions support each other and depend on each
other to survive. The authors give examples from countries such as Palestine, Iraq,
Syria, Iran, and Egypt. They also highlight why the Arab Spring started and what
united the uprisings. In the second part of the book and its subheadings, vital
information for the region before and after the Arab Spring and how society should
be strengthened is discussed. The authors also explain how to deal with dictators
through the examples of Iran, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia, and finally, they mention that
there is hope for the region in the future.

One of the strengths of the book is that since the authors are from the MENA region,
the criticisms are made by insiders, which makes the book unique. Even though the
authors are academics and have a wide range of knowledge about the region, they
express complex and difficult-to-understand political events in a language that can
be understood by all readers. In addition, the authors try to explain the problems
in the MENA region by connecting the events between the past and the present, and
they achieve this with examples. Finally, when talking about conflicts in the region,
they address the conflicts from a more human-centered perspective by referring to
the lives of people individually affected by these conflicts.

The authors state the region mentioned in the book is the MENA region, but they
primarily focus on Arabic-speaking countries. While this focus is generally
maintained, examples from Tiirkiye, Iran and Israel are also included in certain
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sections. This is important because Tiirkiye, like Iran, is one of the countries that
are trying to assume leadership in the region, and Israel has posed a significant
threat to other countries since its establishment, especially after the Al-Agsa Flood
on October 7,2023. Excluding these important non-Arab states from the study risks
an incomplete understanding of regional crises, especially in terms of the role of
Western countries in shaping them.

Another point emphasized by the authors in the first part of the book is that the
leaders who came to power between 1970 and 1990 were in a period in which
societies were socially and economically advanced, but the generations following
those who lived during this period no longer found the services of the state, such as
increasing employment and literacy rates, sufficient, and they no longer trusted the
leaders, whom they saw as dictators because they wanted a more dignified life. The
authors explain this by stating that when economic developments are good, social
mobilization increases, and when demands increase but there is no system to meet
them, the order is disrupted. In addition, we can give the leadership periods of
Gamal Abdel Nasser, Saddam Hussein, and Muammar Gaddafi as examples of
Weber's charismatic authority concept. All these leaders emerged in a chaotic
environment, as both Weber and Huntington stated, and used their charismatic
authority to produce solutions to the problems of that period. The difference
between Huntington's phenomenon and Weber's charismatic leader concept is that
these leaders turned their leadership into an authoritarian state and, over time,
experienced the temporary nature of authority Weber mentioned, that is, the
weakening of the leader's charisma.

When it comes to Israel versus Palestine, the authors state the violent attacks that
the Palestinians call resistance will never benefit the Palestinians and that these
attacks will be used by Israel. However, the authors do not offer any solution to this
problem. The peaceful protests that Palestinians have organized so far have always
resulted in the deaths and injuries of Palestinians. Although the subject is countries
in the Middle East, each country should be examined within its own context.

The book also presents Syria as an example of a crisis factory system in which
dictatorship, terrorism, and foreign interventions constantly reinforce each other.
The Assad regime has used the fight against terrorism to legitimize its authoritarian
rule and has reinforced this dynamic through its pragmatic relations with external
actors. However, as of November 20, 2024, the Syrian rebel group Hay’at Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS) seized key positions across the country, leading to the overthrow of
the Assad regime on December 8, 2024. Today, Ahmed al-Shaara, the former leader
of HTS, has become the new president of Syria. Although it seems that the cycle of
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crises in the Middle East is breaking as HTS, having announced its dissolution after
seizing control, has effectively handed leadership to its former leader, now the
president of Syria, the long-standing designation of HTS as a terrorist organization
and the controversial background of its leadership raise doubts about whether this
change can truly break the triangle of dictatorship, terrorism, and foreign
intervention. As emphasized in the book, leadership changes will not bring lasting
stability unless there is a structural change. Therefore, while these developments
point to a possible evolution in Syria’s crisis cycle, they also confirm the authors’
central argument that without systemic change, the crisis cycle is likely to continue.

The book written by El-Baghdadi and Gatnash on the MENA region offers an
interesting and unique perspective. The impact of dictators, terrorism, and foreign
interventions on the MENA region is examined comprehensively and presented to
the readers more understandably through examples. The simplification of their
solutions to some issues, their pessimistic thoughts about the region, and the lack
of a real solution can be seen as shortcomings of the study. In addition, the authors
add variety to the book by using more than one type of source. Given the recent
developments in the region, this book stands out as an essential and insightful
contribution. Its depth of analysis and clarity of perspective make it a valuable
resource for anyone seeking to engage with these critical issues in the future.
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Aims and Scope

Aims and Scope

Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies (TJMES) is a peer-reviewed academic
journal published for the Middle East Institute of Sakarya University which is a
well-known research institution in Tiirkiye and the Middle East. The journal was
founded in 2014 to address the need for scholarly research on Middle Eastern
studies. TIMES aims to analyze contemporary and historical issues of Middle East
and North Africa.

Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies provides a forum for interdisciplinary
scholarship based on solid empirical research and innovative critical readings of
developments in the Middle East and North Africa region. Geographically, the
journal focuses on the Middle East region, broadly defined as stretching across
North Africa from the Atlantic coast of Morocco to Egypt and south to Sudan, to the
Anatolian Peninsula (Ttrkiye), Iran, and the Arabian Peninsula.

TJMES welcomes academic contributions which analyse political, economic and
social dynamics and developments of the Middle East region. The articles in the
journal are mostly written in English and the journal prioritises contributions to
the existing Middle Eastern studies literature. The journal prefers research written
from multi-disciplinary perspectives and from a number of fields including but not
limited to international relations, politics, sociology, history, geography, theology,
philosophy, security and economics.The journal also has a book review section that
covers reviews of the books on all issues of the Middle East. This helps readers of
TJMES to understand current scholarly research of the field.



Amag ve Kapsam

Amacg ve Kapsam

Tiirkiye Ortadogu Calismalar1 Dergisi (TOCD), Sakarya Universitesi Ortadogu
Enstitlisii tarafindan yayimlanan hakemli bir akademik dergidir. Ortadogu
¢alismalar Uzerine bilimsel arastirma ihtiyacin1 karsilamak tizere 2014 yilinda
kurulan TOCD, Ortadogu ve Kuzey Afrika'nin giincel ve tarihi konularini analiz
etmeyi amaclamaktadir.

TOCD, Ortadogu ve Kuzey Afrika bolgelerindeki gelismelere iliskin ampirik
arastirmalara ve yenilikci elestirel okumalara dayali disiplinler aras1 akademik bir
forum imkani sunar. Dergimiz, Fas'in Atlantik kiyillarindan Misir'a ve giineyde
Sudan'a kadar uzanan Kuzey Afrika bélgesinden Anadolu Yarimadasi'na (Tirkiye),
Bat1 Asya'ya (Iran ve Afganistan) ve Arap Yarimadasi'na kadar genis bir cografyaya
odaklanmaktadir.

TOCD, Ortadogu bolgesinin siyasi, ekonomik ve sosyal dinamiklerini ve
gelismelerini analiz eden akademik calismalari memnuniyetle kabul etmektedir.
Dergimizdeki makaleler cogunlukla Ingilizcedir ve dergimiz, mevcut Ortadogu
calismalari literatiiriine katki saglamaya oncelik vermektedir. TOCD; uluslararasi
iliskiler, siyaset, sosyoloji, tarih, cografya, ilahiyat, felsefe, giivenlik ve ekonomi
alanlarinda (ve bunlarin haricindeki diger alanlarda) multidisipliner bir bakis
acisiyla yazilmis arastirmalari tercih etmektedir. Dergide ayrica Ortadogu'nun tim
konulariyla ilgili kitap degerlendirmelerinin yer aldig1 bir kitap inceleme bolimii
de bulunmaktadir.
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