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m Research Article

From Diplomacy to Industry: Evaluating the Long-Term Impacts of Indonesia - Tiirkiye
Defense Cooperation on Regional Stability

Nurul Athirah Abstract: Building on over seventy years of relations, Indonesia-Tiirkiye’s bilateral
cooperation experienced significant growth following the 2010 defense agreement. The

Sakarya Universitesi, Yilksek Lisans collaboration between Indonesia and Tiirkiye exemplifies a progressive method in

Ogrencisi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii,

Uluslararast iliskiler Ana Bilim Dal, defense diplomacy, integrating strategic cooperation with industrial innovations.
Sakarya, Tiirkiye, Anchored in shared geopolitical interests, this collaboration has led to significant
nurulathirahl@ogr.sakarya.edu.tr, advancements, including the development of the Tiger Tank (KAPLAN MT/APC) and
ror.org/04ttnw109

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV), representing critical milestones in Indonesia's defense
modernization and industrial self-reliance. This paper evaluates the long-term impacts of
Indonesia-Tiirkiye defense collaboration on Southeast Asia’s regional stability and
Indonesia’s defense industry growth. The findings reveal that this partnership provides
strategic benefits for both nations. For Indonesia, it facilitates access to advanced defense
technology, strengthening its domestic defense industry and reducing reliance on imports.
For Tiirkiye, the partnership solidifies its position as a key defense supplier in Southeast
Asia, expanding its geopolitical and economic influence. This study highlights the dual role
of the Indonesia-Tiirkiye partnership in enhancing Indonesia’s defense capabilities and
contributing to a resilient regional security architecture amid intensifying great power
rivalries. Utilizing a descriptive qualitative methodology, the research draws on official
documents, bilateral agreements, policy statements, academic literature, and media
reports. The findings reveals that this collaboration advances Indonesia’s technological
independence, strengthens its geopolitical positioning, and supports a more autonomous
foreign policy. Amid a complex global geopolitical landscape, the partnership serves as a
critical foundation for shared national interests and regional stability.

Received: 11.02.2025 . . Beilq . .
Accepted: 27.03.2025 Keywords: Defense Diplomacy, Indonesia-Tiirkiye Defense Cooperation, Regional

Available Online: 31.03.2025 Stability, Self-Reliant Industry, Defense Modernization

1. Introduction

Southeast Asia, characterized by rapid economic expansion, cultural diversity, and complex security
challenges, possesses substantial geopolitical importance. Amidst these dynamics, regional stability,
which is pivotal for prosperity, hinges on practical cooperation and robust national security
frameworks. As the largest archipelago and a key player in Southeast Asia, Indonesia holds a vital
position in the regional security framework. The nation faces myriad challenges, including territorial
disputes, transnational crime, and the implications of emerging military technologies. To navigate these
complexities, Indonesia has prioritized the modernization of its defense capabilities through strategic
international cooperation, aiming to lessen its dependence on traditional foreign suppliers and align
with its broader strategic and industrial goals.

One of the most notable cooperations is with Tiirkiye, a partnership that exemplifies a significant shift
towards innovative bilateral defense strategies. This cooperation is underpinned by shared strategic
aims and mutual benefits, extending beyond conventional defense pacts. It includes significant
initiatives like the Tiger Tank (KAPLAN MT) development and the acquisition of Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAVs), showcasing a blend of diplomatic and industrial progress. These projects highlight the
role of defense diplomacy in serving dual purposes: bolstering national industrial bases and enhancing
regional stability. Through Tiirkiye’s expertise in defense technology and Indonesia’s strategic
geographic stance, this partnership enhances the defense capacities of both nations, positioning them
as influential actors in regional and global security discussions.

The Indonesian Ministry of Defense has actively engaged with Tiirkiye through several collaborative
agreements encompassing the development of various simulators and other defense technologies

Cite as(APA 7): Athirah, N. (2025). From diplomacy to industry: Evaluating the long-term impacts of Indonesia - Tiirkiye defense cooperation on regional
stability, Journal of Migration and Political Studies, 3(1), 1-20. https://doi.org/10.69510/mipos.1637396
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(Indonesia Defense Ministry, 2022). This ongoing support underscores the importance of the Indonesia-
Tiirkiye defense relationship, which spans multiple facets of cooperation, including political, economic,
and cultural exchanges. This multifaceted collaboration contributes to balanced global power dynamics
and peace-building efforts (Indonesia Defense Ministry, 2023). The long-established history of relations
between Indonesia and Tiirkiye and their continued commitment to enhancing defense cooperation are
crucial for fostering trust and developing the defense capabilities of both nations.

According to Indonesia's Ambassador to Tiirkiye, the benefits of collaborating with Tiirkiye in the
defense industry lie in its willingness to share knowledge through technology transfer. This makes
Tiirkiye one of the few nations willing to establish a comprehensive defense partnership with Indonesia,
further solidifying their cooperative relationship.

Tirkiye's defense industry has experienced rapid growth in both quality and quantity. As of 2024,
Tiirkiye successfully exported 230 defense products to 185 countries worldwide (Iletisim Bakanligi,
2024). This growth has transformed Tiirkiye into a self-reliant nation in the defense industry, with at
least 70% of its domestically produced defense equipment (Invest in Tiirkiye, 2024). Aselsan, Turkish
Aerospace Industries, BMC, Roketsan, STM, FNSS, and Havelsan were among the seven Turkish military
businesses listed in the rankings published in military News Magazine in 2023. Moreover, Tiirkiye has
established itself as a prominent global leader in drone production, with its drones playing a significant
role in the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. This progress highlights Tiirkiye's growing stature as a key
player in the global defense industry, presenting valuable prospects for collaboration and technology
transfer (Ambassador of Indonesia to the Republic of Tiirkiye, 2024).

Indonesia and Tiirkiye share common views on global peace, with Tiirkiye’s foreign policy strategy
rooted in cooperation and partnership, respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, and
independence. Tiirkiye actively fosters bilateral and multilateral relationships, participating in regional
and international cooperation forums (Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2024). Tiirkiye, as a key
member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), holds the position of the second-largest
military force within the alliance, following the United States. It plays a vital role in securing
Southeastern Europe and hosts two major NATO airbases. Furthermore, Tiirkiye is among the few NATO
members with substantial combat experience. Its advanced defense industry has further empowered
the nation to develop indigenous military technologies (0zlii, 2022, p. 217). Tiirkiye's modern defense
technologies and its willingness to transfer knowledge through the Transfer of Technology (ToT) make
it a suitable supplier of defense equipment for Indonesia. Tiirkiye leverages its neutral stance to assert
its role in maintaining stability at both regional and international levels.

Defense relations between Indonesia and Tiirkiye were reinforced in 2010 during reciprocal visits by
then-presidents Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and Abdullah Giil. Since 2012, the two nations have
formalized their defense collaboration by holding annual Defense Industry Cooperation Meetings
(DICMs) to enhance capacity building and foster strong linkages. Further, the visit of then-president-
elect Prabowo to Ankara in 2024, subsequent to President Erdogan's courtesy visit to Jakarta, illustrated
a strong commitment between the two nations to enhance their bilateral relations.
The increasing interactions, along with other defense-related visits, dialogues, and routine naval
training, demonstrate the commitment of both countries to strengthening their defense cooperation.

This paper argues that the Indonesia-Tiirkiye defense collaboration has a profound and enduring impact
on Southeast Asia’s regional stability and Indonesia’s defense industry growth. By evaluating
collaborative projects and their outcomes, the study illuminates how defense diplomacy serves as a
critical tool for addressing contemporary security challenges while fostering industrial innovation. This
research bridges the gap between defense diplomacy's theoretical frameworks and practical outcomes
by analyzing the partnership through industrial development and geopolitical strategy lenses.
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The significance of this study lies in its exploration of the Indonesia-Tiirkiye defense partnership’s dual
impact. First, collaboration serves as a critical mechanism for advancing Indonesia’s domestic defense
industry, paving the way for economic growth and technological self-reliance. Second, it reinforces
Indonesia’s strategic posture in Southeast Asia. This region continues to navigate the complexities of
great power rivalries, non-traditional security threats, and localized conflicts. The Tiger Tank (KAPLAN
MT) project, for instance, not only provides Indonesia with a modern armored vehicle but also enables
knowledge transfer and capacity-building for its domestic industries, contributing to long-term
industrial autonomy.

Beyond industrial gains, the collaboration is equally consequential for regional stability. Southeast Asia
remains a focal point for geopolitical competition among major powers such as the United Stated and
China. Defense partnerships like the one between Indonesia and Tiirkiye offer middle powers the
opportunity to assert their influence and shape the security architecture in ways that prioritize regional
priorities over external agendas. By fostering trust and interoperability among regional actors, such
collaborations mitigate the risks of escalating tensions and contribute to maintaining peace and
stability.

These partnerships underscore the deepening defense relations between Indonesia and Tiirkiye,
focusing on joint development and technological collaboration. While these initiatives demonstrate
promising advancements, understanding their broader implications requires further exploration.
Specifically, this study addresses how such collaboration influences Southeast Asia’s regional stability
and the strategic benefits it provides for Indonesia’s defense industry and geopolitical positioning.
Additionally, the research aims to seek how Indonesia can leverage this partnership to maximize long-
term gains in defense autonomy and regional influence. These questions underscore the need for a
deeper examination of the partnership’s role in shaping both Indonesia’s national defense objectives
and the broader dynamics of regional security.

This research analyzes the intersection of diplomacy, industry, and regional stability, enhancing the
comprehension of how bilateral defense collaborations can function as significant tools for national and
regional progress. It underscores the strategic importance of the Indonesia-Tiirkiye collaboration and
provides a framework for evaluating similar initiatives in the context of evolving global security
challenges.

2. Literature Review

The literature review explores defense diplomacy's theoretical and empirical foundations, the specific
dynamics of Indonesia-Tiirkiye relations, and the broader implications for regional stability in Southeast
Asia. By synthesizing existing research and identifying critical gaps, this section establishes the
academic context for the study and highlights the unique contributions it aims to make.

2.1. Defense diplomacy

Defense diplomacy, a concept within international relations theory, explains how nations utilize military
collaboration to fulfill broader political, economic, and strategic goals. It refers to using military
resources and partnerships to foster trust, avert conflicts, and improve mutual security (Winger, 2014,
p. 11). This idea has gained traction as countries increasingly focus on cooperative security rather than
traditional power dynamics. In the twenty years since the end of the Cold War, a new form of defense
cooperation has arisen, and the phrase "defense diplomacy" did not become widely used until after the
conflict. According to Cottey and Foster (2004, p. 5), defense diplomacy is the peacetime use of armed
forces and related infrastructure (primarily defense ministries) as a tool of foreign and security policy and more
specifically the use of military cooperation and assistance. This approach emphasizes the deployment of
military forces and accompanying infrastructures in a manner that is peaceful and cooperative in order
to achieve broader global policy objectives.
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Defense diplomacy is a strategy that uses the military to achieve a range of diplomatic aims and agendas
by changing it into a tool of soft power or influence (Alice, 2000, pp. 46-67). Numerous scholars have
identified various activities that a government can engage in to implement its defense diplomacy. For
example, defense diplomacy aimed at building confidence involves creating positive relationships with
neighboring or allied nations to promote friendship and alleviate tensions stemming from previous
conflicts. Meanwhile, defense diplomacy focused on military capabilities seeks to improve a nation’s
defense strength at a military level (Laksmana, 2011, p. 74). This may encompass collaboration in the
trade of weaponry, provision of weapon grants, joint military drills, exchanges of military personnel,
and other related activities (Banerjee & Mackay, 2020, p. 4). Lastly, defense diplomacy related to the
defense industry is centered on enhancing and fortifying a nation's defense sector (Hills, 2000, p. 47).
This can result in greater political and economic autonomy, diminish reliance on foreign sources for
defense capability advancements, and yield economic advantages for the cooperating nations.

A country's ambition on the international stage is to achieve its national interests. Although conflicts of
interest can arise and may sometimes lead to open disagreements, it is crucial to avoid such situations
deliberately. As a result, most nations rely on diplomacy to secure and protect their national interests.
The enhancement of military capabilities is part of efforts to advance national defense and security,
which can be employed as diplomatic instruments by sovereign states. This approach is known as
defense diplomacy. Numerous nations have shifted their military functions to serve as tools of
diplomacy, with the goal of achieving their objectives without resorting to violence or open hostility
(Sudarsono, Mahroza, & D.W., 2018, p. 70). This shift has resulted in the military's position in state
diplomacy being perceived as more than merely a tool of violence.

The 2015 Indonesian White Paper presents the country's viewpoint on the principles of international
defense collaboration, Emphasizing the importance of cultivating trust between nations through mutual
respect for sovereignty, non-interference in domestic affairs, and the pursuit of shared benefits.. This
approach aims to mitigate conflicts between countries. Additionally, the cooperation seeks to enhance
defense capabilities by advancing the professionalism of personnel through education, training, and
partnerships within the defense industry. International collaboration is seen as an essential tool of
defense diplomacy, promoting national interests in defense through tangible actions that are
advantageous for all parties involved. As a result, defense cooperation is vital for promoting regional
security and stability. Furthermore, the 2015 Defense White Paper emphasizes the various dimensions
of Indonesia's defense diplomacy. The first dimension revolves around military relations with ASEAN
nations. In contrast, the second-dimension highlights Indonesia's leadership within ASEAN and its active
participation in defense diplomacy with significant global powers in the Asia Pacific region, including
the establishment and development of defense and military relationships with Tiirkiye (Indonesian
White Paper, 2015).

Indonesia’s defense diplomacy has three main agendas: building mutual trust, enhancing military
capabilities, and advancing domestic defense industries (Syawfi 2009, p. 263). Defense. In the context
of developing defense industries, defense diplomacy includes initiatives such as arms sales agreements,
technology transfer, joint ventures, and research and development collaborations (Cottey & Foster,
2004, p. 5). Indonesia perceives defense diplomacy as a strategic instrument to promote regional
stability and collaboration while concurrently enhancing its national defense capabilities.

Studies in this domain emphasize defense diplomacy's dual functions: strengthening bilateral ties and
fostering multilateral stability. For instance, Smith & Werman (2016) highlight how defense diplomacy
facilitates the transfer of technology and expertise, enabling states to modernize their defense
industries. Similarly, recent research by Chang & Jenne (2020, p. 25) underscores its role in shaping
regional security architectures, particularly in volatile regions like Southeast Asia.
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Indonesia must prioritize the enhancement of its defense industry partnerships to address both
conventional and unconventional security challenges, as the Indonesian defense minister underscored.
The nation’s strategic position should be leveraged to bolster its regional leadership and address
regional challenges. During the 2024 ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM), Prabowo Subianto
underscored Indonesia's significant position as a founding member of ASEAN and a regional leader in
promoting the bloc's objectives. Analysts and officials indicated that Indonesia is committed to
strengthening regional resilience, maritime security, and multilateral trust in the face of escalating
geopolitical tensions. Officials reflected that ASEAN has consistently been the foundation of Indonesia’s
defense and security strategies (Da Costa, 2024).

Indonesia’s defense diplomacy was highlighted during President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono’s visit to
Ankara in 2010, where discussions on fostering collaboration in the defense industry occurred. Aligned
with the theoretical framework of Cottey and Forster, both President Yudhoyono and Defense Minister
Yusgiantoro engaged in strategic dialogue and negotiations to establish a formal defense partnership.
The collaborations was formalized by the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) regarding
Defense Industry Cooperation (The Diplomat, 2017). Further progress in this diplomatic effort was
achieved through partnerships between defense companies from Indonesia and Tiirkiye, which will be
explored in the following chapter.

2.2. Security dynamics in Indo-Pacific region and Indonesia's strategic priorities

Both conventional and unconventional threats influence Southeast Asia's security landscape. Its
strategic location and economic importance have made the region a focal point for great power
competition, highlighting the need for robust mechanisms to maintain stability. Defense cooperation is
crucial in this context, as it enhances regional deterrence and promotes interoperability among nations.

The first step in gaining an understanding of the security situation in the Indo-Pacific area is to recognize
the system and the units that are involved. The term "system" is specifically employed to denote the
entirety of the Indo-Pacific region. Similarly, the "units" comprise the nations that are included within
it. These nations includes; USA, Japan, China, South Korea, North Korea, Australia, and some Southeast
Asian countries. There are several different ways in which power is distributed throughout the Indo-
Pacific region. This region is home to many of the world's most powerful nations, both militarily and
economically. In contrast, many Southeast Asian countries have limited military capabilities and are still
developing their economies. This disparity in power distribution creates a conflictual relationship,
where stronger nations seek to assert control over the region while weaker nations strive to ensure
their survival.

As Breslin (2010) argues, regions are not solely defined by geographical proximity but also by shared
cultural, economic, linguistic, and political characteristics that contribute to a collective identity. The
Indo-Pacific is defined as a region that includes the Indian and Pacific Oceans. Its geography and cultural
ties, economic interconnectivity, political relationships among state and non-state actors, and other
unifying elements characterize it. The polarity of the Indo-Pacific region is characterized by a multipolar
structure dominated by great powers. The Indo-Pacific area exhibits a multipolar structure dominated
by major countries. Nonetheless, attention frequently centers on two dominant powers between the
United States of America and China. The inequalities in power imbalances, along with regional
polarization contribute to the instability of the Indo-Pacific system, which stays multipolar yet
ultimately converges around two dominant power poles (Azizah, Swastanto & Rudiawan, 2023, p. 124).

There is a wide variety of threats that the region must contend with, both conventional and
unconventional. Territorial disputes in the East and South China Seas, Taiwan-related tensions, and
Korean Peninsula hostilities are examples of conventional threats (Kim, 2015, p. 115). These are all
examples of traditional hazards. As a result of these problems, defense coalitions such as QUAD and
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AUKUS have come into existence (Farmonout, 2025). The Indo-Pacific area is home to a few classic
threats that have the potential to erupt into open conflict amongst the various nations that make up the
region.

According to Azizah, Swastanto, and Rudiawan (2023, p. 125), the contention regarding the South China
Sea brings to light the fight for sovereignty in territories that are rich in resources and strategically
important. China's historical claims and military presence have intensified tensions, frustrating other
claimants and prompting ASEAN's efforts for peaceful mediation. Therefore, claimant governments have
been strengthening their military capabilities, frequently aligning themselves with Western powers like
the United States, in order to take advantage of the region's tremendous potential. Similarly, regional
instability is further exacerbated by territorial disputes between Japan and China regarding the
Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands in the East China Sea. Coercive acts and the militarization of contested
territories drive these disputes.

The Korean Peninsula also remains a source of tension due to the unresolved status of the Korean War.
North Korea’s focus on military and nuclear advancements, in violation of UN Security Council
resolutions, has heightened international fears and maintained global attention on the region.
Meanwhile, Taiwan’s conflict with China continues to escalate, with Beijing seeking reunification and
the U.S. demonstrating support for Taiwan’s sovereignty. Tensions have been exacerbated by actions
such as the visit of House Speaker of United States Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan in 2022, with China
responding through military provocations and harsh condemnations (Reditya, 2022). Together, these
disputes underscore the Indo-Pacific region's persistent traditional security threats. It is not just the
military deployment of China and the United States that is contributing to the tensions in the Indo-Pacific
region; itis also The mobilization of military fleets from U.S. allies, including the United Kingdom, France,
and Australia, under the AUKUS security agreement, has escalated military operations in the Indo-
Pacific region. The increasing military presence of Indo-Pacific nations, especially China, poses a risk of
the area descending into a new Cold War. The rising tension heightens the probability of military
confrontation as competing alliances endeavor to demonstrate their power.

The Indo-Pacific region faces various non-traditional threats, including climate change, natural
disasters, terrorism, and maritime crimes. Natural disasters such as droughts, floods, landslides, forest
fires, and smog are significant concerns, often driven by human activities despite being triggered by
natural factors. Considering that a substantial segment of the Indo-Pacific region comprises territorial
seas, maritime offenses are particularly prevalent. Challenges like as piracy, illicit commerce, human
trafficking, and terrorism are significant, particularly as half of the world's trade routes traverse this
region (Azizah et al., 2023, p. 125).

In addition to conflicts, the Indo-Pacific fosters cooperation among nations and international
institutions. Countries with shared concerns, such as territorial disputes with China, often collaborate
to uphold international maritime law, ensure open sea lanes, and promote trade and navigation.
Prominent examples of cooperation include alliances like QUAD and AUKUS, led by the United States, as
well as regional partnerships under ASEAN’s framework. The motivation behind these initiatives is a
collective dedication to the establishment of a prosperous, safe, and stable Indo-Pacific region. Both the
patterns of conflict and cooperation in the region reflect the national interests of the countries involved.

The ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP), initiated by Indonesia and established during the 34th
ASEAN Summit in 2019. It underscores ASEAN centrality and seeks to foster stability, peace, and
security in the region by adhering to the principles of accountability, inclusivity, and cooperation among
ASEAN member states and external partners (Indonesian Foreign Affairs Ministry, 2019).
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Image 1

Map Illustrating China's Claimed Area Overlapping Indonesia's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in North Natuna Sea

South China Sea

Source: The Maritime Executive, 2017.

According to Nutcherlein's (1979, p. 248) framework, Indonesia's strategic objectives in the Indo-Pacific
include safeguarding its sovereignty and protecting its citizens from external threats. A significant
challenge to Indonesia’s defense is the South China Sea (SCS) territorial disputes, particularly
concerning Indonesia's Natuna Islands, which fall within China's contentious nine-dash line claim.
Despite not being a claimant state in the South China Sea dispute, Indonesia has unequivocally
repudiated China's assertions, maintaining that the Natuna Islands are sovereign Indonesian territory.
President Joko Widodo underscored this position during his visit to Natuna, emphasizing its status as
an integral part of the Republic of Indonesia (Tempo, 2020).

In response to rising tensions, Indonesia has sought defense collaborations to reinforce regional
security. While multilateral frameworks like ASEAN play a vital role in collective security, bilateral
partnerships such as Indonesia-Tiirkiye defense cooperation have emerged as significant mechanisms
to bolster stability in Southeast Asia. For instance, defense collaborations with Tiirkiye focus on
technological transfer and joint production and knowledge exchange, enhancing Indonesia's capacity to
address security threats, including those stemming from territorial disputes. By combining resources
and expertise, this collaboration supports Indonesia’s goal of a peaceful, stable, and prosperous Indo-
Pacific region, while simultaneously strengthening its defense capabilities against traditional and non-
traditional threats.

3. Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research framework to analyze the defense cooperation between
Indonesia and Tiirkiye, focusing on its impacts on regional stability and the growth of Indonesia’s
defense industry. A qualitative case study approach is adopted, centering on the Indonesia-Ttrkiye
defense partnership as a single, in-depth case. The case study method is particularly well-suited for
examining complex and context-dependent phenomena such as defense diplomacy, enabling the
researcher to uncover patterns and insights that inform broader discussions on bilateral collaborations
in the defense sector.
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Qualitative research is chosen for its descriptive nature and analytical depth, prioritizing the exploration
of processes and meanings from the perspectives of the subjects involved. This approach relies on a
theoretical framework to maintain focus and ensure alignment with empirical evidence while providing
a structured foundation for discussing the findings. The qualitative methodology enables the study to
effectively address intricate aspects of the defense partnership and its multifaceted implications
(Creswell, 2014, p. 37).

The data for this study are collected through a literature-based approach, which involves analyzing
various sources, including official documents, such as bilateral agreements and government reports,
that outline the objectives and scope of Indonesia-Tiirkiye defense cooperation. Additional materials
include speeches and statements from policymakers and defense officials of both nations, as well as
books, journal articles, media reports, and internet-based resources. This comprehensive data collection
strategy ensures a robust and nuanced understanding of the research subject.

This paper aims to explain the long-term impacts of Defense Cooperation between Indonesia and
Tiirkiye on regional stability in Southeast Asia and to assess the contribution of defense diplomacy to
Indonesia’s defense industrial growth and autonomy. Literature reviews form the basis of the author's
descriptive qualitative approach. To conduct these reviews, the author perused a variety of sources,
including official documents, bilateral agreements, government reports, speeches and statements by
policymakers and defense officials from both countries, books, journals, articles, media reports/news,
and websites that pertain to the subject of this research.

4. Results and Discussion

The findings from this study highlight the profound impact of the Indonesia-Tiirkiye defense
collaboration on both industrial growth and regional stability. This section interprets the results within
the broader context of defense diplomacy, regional geopolitics, and industrial policy. It offers insights
into such partnerships’ strategic value and potential for future development.

4.1. Indonesia - Tirkiye defense relations

The significance of Tiirkiye as a regional power, coupled with the shifting dynamics of the international
arena and its export-oriented economy, has compelled the nation to extend its reach into further away
territories. As the fastest-growing region with substantial economic potential, Southeast Asia has
emerged as the main focus of Turkish foreign policy. Tiirkiye's increasing interest in Southeast Asia has
enhanced its connections with Indonesia. The defense sector presents significant opportunities for
collaboration in Tiirkiye-Indonesia relations. Tiirkiye and Indonesia are G-20 nations, and collaboration
would be advantageous for both in numerous respects. The success of Tiirkiye's defense sector and
Indonesia's demand for defense supplies have fostered a conducive environment for collaboration. The
collaboration has expanded in both quantity and variety under business-to-business (B2B) and
government-to-government (G2G) frameworks.

The collaboration in defense technology began with the formal visit of Indonesia’s President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono to Tirkiye, culminating in the signing of a memorandum of understanding (MOU)
in June 2010. This accord was formally ratified four years later, culminating in the enactment of the
2014 Law Number 19 of the Republic of Indonesia, which pertains to the Ratification of Defense Industry
Cooperation between the Republic of Indonesia and the Republic of Tiirkiye. Both parties reached a
consensus regarding the supervision of defense technology advancement, encompassing collaborative
research, production, modernization, and prospective sales, in addition to a pledge to uphold shared
interests, security, and integrity as clearly articulated in the regulations. Subsequent to the endorsement
by parliament, the Indonesian government commenced significant collaboration with the Turkish
government. Concerning technical and operational matters, both governments, alongside their
respective ministries of defense and domestic defense enterprises, participated in discussions regarding
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various agreements that were amplified following Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo's visit to Ttrkiye
in 2017 (Luerdi & Marisa, 2020, p. 3).

Collaboration commenced in various fields, including specialized apparatus like radar systems and
extensive transfers of military knowledge. An exemplary instance of defense collaboration between
Tiirkiye and Indonesia is the Kaplan MT medium-weight tank, produced through the partnership of
FNNS, a Turkish armored vehicle manufacturer, and PT Pindad, an Indonesian defense firm. A
cooperative agreement was instituted in 2015 to develop two prototype medium tanks. The contract for
the serial manufacturing of the KAPLAN MT (TIGER) Medium Weight Tank, which promotes enduring
collaboration, was successfully finalized between FNSS and PT Pindad in 2019. The agreement
anticipated the production of 18 KAPLAN MT vehicles and the completion of design optimization studies
by 2020. The partnership including technical assistance for the production and provision of components
supplied to PT Pindad for manufacturing in Indonesia concluded in 2021. The initial manufacture of
these vehicles was completed by 2022, marking a major milestone in the bilateral defense collaboration
and representing Tiirkiye's first defense export endeavor in the tank category (FNSS, 2022). At the Saha
Defense and Aerospace Exhibition 2024, which took place in Istanbul, PT Pindad and FNSS announced
the next phase of their collaboration, which involves the development of the second batch of Kaplan
armored personnel carriers (APCs). This tracked vehicle, which weighs thirty tons, has the capacity to
transport up to thirteen troops, which includes the driver, the commander, and the gunner. In order to
combine battlefield management systems and modern mission technologies, it uses an open electronics
architecture. This architecture draws on the knowledge that was acquired during the Kaplan Movement
Training program. Twenty-five years from now, production of the Kaplan armored personnel carrier
(APC) is expected to start, with the initial units being constructed at FNSS facilities in Tiirkiye. Following
this, production will move to Indonesia in accordance with a technology transfer agreement, which will
provide PT Pindad the opportunity to manufacture the cars on a local level. It is projected that deliveries
will take place by the end of the year 2026, which will greatly enhance Indonesia's defense capabilities
and promote local self-reliance in the production of military goods (Asian Military Review, 2024).

Defense cooperation between Tiirkiye and Indonesia has advanced through various agreements and
negotiations. The diversification of defense cooperation includes the acquisition of advanced missile
systems, aerial warfare technologies, and naval combat management systems from Tiirkiye. Indonesia
has acquired FACM-70 fast attack missile boats and ANKA unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV), with
production and assembly carried out in collaboration with Tiirkiye (Iletisim Baskanlgi, 2024). The
package includes Khan missiles and a multilayer air defense system manufactured by Turkish company
Roketsan, in addition to the ADVENT Combat Management System created by HAVELSAN. The systems
were supplied to Indonesia for implementation on the patrol vessels of the Indonesian Navy in 2022
(Naval News, 2022). The ADVENT Combat Management System highlights Indonesia's position as an
important partner in the realm of Turkish defense technology on the global stage. The Indonesian
military is set to be the first international users of the system (Daily Sabah, 2022). Indonesia has entered
into an agreement to implement ASELSAN's sophisticated defense technologies. The components
include SARP, CENK, the Naval Gun Fire Control System for the Indonesian Coast Guard Command, the
Air Defense Missile Fire Control System (FCS), and the Missile Data Link (Aselsan, 2024).

Tiirkiye and Indonesia have expressed strong ambitions to deepen their defense industry collaboration.
Former Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi emphasized that defense cooperation is a priority
for both nations, advocating for a partnership that extends beyond Indonesia purchasing defense
products from Tiirkiye. This moves underscores Indonesia’s significant commitment to fostering
defense ties with Tiirkiye (MoveZ2Tiirkiye News, 2022).

A new turning point in the bilateral defense partnership was reached in February 2023 with the signing
of a defense cooperation action plan. Prabowo Subianto, the Minister of Defense of Indonesia, referred
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to the deal as "historic," noting that it is a continuation of the strategic collaboration that exists between
the two countries. He expressed high hopes that their close collaboration would positively contribute to
the world's peace and stability. The Minister of Defense of Tiirkiye also stressed the significance of
extending military training and defense industrial collaboration between the two countries, noting the
good influence that this would have on the national interests of both countries as well as the
contribution that it would make to the security of the region (Antara News, 2023).

Table 1

Tiirkiye's Defense Exports to Indonesia
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Source: Tiirkiye Exporters Assembly, 2023.

Despite these advancements, there remains potential to increase the frequency of reciprocal visits to
deepen the partnership further. In July 2024, Indonesian Deputy Defense Minister Muhammad Herinda
visited Tiirkiye, followed by Defense Minister and President-elect Prabowo Subianto Djojohadikusumo,
who held meetings with President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan in Ankara.
During this visit, Subianto also toured the Bayraktar technology company, showcasing Tiirkiye’s
advancements in defense technology. Following these visits, Jakarta hosted Tiirkiye’'s Defense Minister
Yasar Giiler on August 22, 2024, further strengthening ties through high-level engagements (Giiler,
2024).

In February 2025, during the visit of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tirkiye and Indonesia
executed multiple memorandums of understanding (MoU), encompassing the defense sector.
The Leaders underscored the strategic significance of collaboration in defense and the defense industry
to fortify national defense, augment strategic autonomy in the defense sector, and promote global peace
and stability. The two leaders deliberated on the necessity of formulating a roadmap to augment defense
industry engagement between the two nations, cultivate their respective national defense ecosystems,
and reinforce bilateral partnerships in high-tech sectors through mutually advantageous initiatives.
Both leaders concurred to enhance partnership beyond procurement and endorsed the formation of a
joint venture and representative offices for Turkish key defense sector companies in Indonesia. The two
Presidents concurred that prioritizing the enhancement of human resource capacity is essential,
particularly through opportunities for mutual cooperation in education and training for Indonesian
cadets and officers in Turkish defense institutions, focusing on critical areas such as cybersecurity,
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intelligence, and counter-terrorism. Both leaders concurred to institute regular 2+2 meetings between
the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Defense to deliberate on and oversee the execution of strategic
defense cooperation in 2025 (Presidency of the Republic of Tiirkiye, 2025)

4.2. Strategic implications for regional stability

Since the center of gravity in global politics has moved eastward, the Indo-Pacific region has absorbed
the attention of world powers. Due to the substantial strategic environment present, nations focus their
foreign policies in this area. Because of the proliferation of non-traditional threats and the large number
of parties vying for control of the region, member states have had to tread carefully while addressing
regional issues.

In the years after the Cold War ended, Tiirkiye's foreign policy shifted its focus to the Southeast Asian
region. Turkish officials in charge of foreign policy have stated that fresh efforts towards Southeast Asian
nations and regional organizations have been spurred by the region's booming economy. Tiirkiye has
inked free trade agreements with multiple ASEAN member states and is a member of the organization's
sectoral dialogue partner program. For the year 2019, Tiirkiye designated Asia as a New Initiative. The
volume of trade that Tiirkiye conducts with countries in Southeast Asia has significantly more than
doubled. Regarding Turkish foreign policy, Indonesia is of particular significance among Southeast Asian
countries due to its strategic position and the size of its population. Tirkiye and Indonesia have
established a strategic partnership, and the two countries’ collaboration in the military industry has
solidified their bilateral connections (Kasim, 2023, p. 615).

Indonesia and Tiirkiye both play significant roles as regional actors, shaping the dynamics of their
respective regions. After the Cold War ended, Indonesia's foreign policy focused on economic recovery
and development, maintaining territorial integrity, developing democracy, and improving the country's
reputation in the region and around the world (Yani, 2009, p. 15). President Joko Widodo introduced
the concept of a global maritime fulcrum, aiming to establish Indonesia as a maritime power with
extensive diplomatic influence. This maritime doctrine emphasized preserving national sovereignty,
ensuring maritime security, and contributing to regional stability. Additionally, Indonesia sought to
strengthen its archipelagic perspective by leveraging its vast economic potential as a maritime nation
(Gindarsah & Priamarizki, 2015, p. 2). Recognizing that its primary challenges are maritime, Indonesia
prioritized building a strong naval force to deter external threats, secure its extensive coastline, and
protect its thousands of islands (Shekhar & Liow, 2014).

Indonesia has historically played a role in maintaining peace and security in the Asia Pacific area as a
middle power. In order to maintain strategic autonomy in its regional diplomatic activities, the country
needs to modernize its defense and become more independent. (Gindarsah & Priamarizki, 2015, p. 141).
Indonesia's aim to enhance its defense capabilities has facilitated cooperation in Tiirkiye-Indonesia
relations, given the recent growth in Tiirkiye's defense industry capacity. Tiirkiye is becoming a
recognized force in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) for its attempts to achieve self-
sufficiency and self-reliance in domestic defense technology (MacGillivray 2016, pp. 16-17). The
government is improving the competitiveness of its defense sector compared to other countries,
allowing it to respond to challenges to its domestic and regional security with little need on foreign
military equipment.

The strategic benefits of the Indonesia-Tirkiye collaboration extend beyond industrial advancements,
significantly influencing regional stability in Southeast Asia. The cooperation has also reinforced
Indonesia’s strategic posture in Southeast Asia. By modernizing its defense capabilities, Indonesia has
strengthened its deterrence against potential security threats, contributing to regional stability. This
strengthened posture contributes to the overall security architecture of Southeast Asia, reinforcing
Indonesia’s role as a stabilizing force in the region. The partnership with Tiirkiye has enhanced
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Indonesia’s ability to participate in multilateral security initiatives, fostering greater interoperability
and trust among Southeast Asian nations.

Tiirkiye's defense industry establishes a presence in Southeast Asia through strong connections with
Indonesia. Through collaboration with Indonesia, Ttirkiye gains access to partnerships with Indonesia's
allies in multilateral contexts. The Indonesia-led Multilevel Naval Exercise Komodo (MNEK) facilitates
Tirkiye and various nations in enhancing their capabilities and fostering confidence-building measures.

Furthermore, the partnership exemplifies the potential of middle-power nations to assert their
influence amid great power rivalries. By engaging in equitable partnerships, Indonesia and Tiirkiye
demonstrate how defense diplomacy can balance external influences while prioritizing regional stability
and self-reliance. This approach serves as a model for other nations navigating similar geopolitical
dynamics.

4.2. Industrial growth and self-reliance

Indonesia has been encouraged to diversify its procurement of armaments from many nations due to
the historical experiences of allies who imposed an arms embargo against the country. Due to the
various factors that are involved in the process of acquiring defense equipment from other countries,
the government has been encouraged to build and expand the national defense industry. The
advancement of the national defense industry is inextricably linked to the support and assistance it
receives from other nations, due to the limited understanding of technology and the production of
sophisticated weaponry. The national interest in the defense sector requires a more focused strategy
via government-to-government (G-to-G) diplomacy, particularly in defense diplomacy (Riyadi and Dewi,
2022, p. 81). As a strategic tool, defense diplomacy helps the Indonesian government achieve its goal of
fostering autonomy in the country's military industry. This G-to-G diplomacy, which is focused at
promoting the national defense sector, is founded on the cultivation of strong connections and
collaboration with other nations, as demonstrated by Indonesia's defense partnership with Tiirkiye.

Since the presidency of Yudhoyono (2004-2019), Indonesia has established a roadmap for the
development of its defense capabilities, guided by the principle of self-reliance (Rofii, 2023, p. 276). Law
No. 16 of 2012 was passed by the Indonesian government to further strengthen the growth of the
country's military industry. Goals outlined in Article 3 of this law include strengthening domestic
manufacturing capabilities for defense systems, becoming self-sufficient in the production of security
and defense equipment, and building robust and autonomous security and defense systems (Indonesian
Ministry of Defense, 2012). Article 34 also states that the Ministry of Defense must give preference to
defense equipment made in the country. The Ministry is directed to work with nations that can offer
technology transfer as a component of the procurement process if local producers are unable to fulfill
particular defense needsAs part of these guidelines, local content must be considered, offsets must
account for at least 85% of the total procurement cost, trade offsets must be taken into account, and
defense offsets or knowledge transfer must be considered (Riyadi and Dewi, 2022, p. 84). This approach
reflects the government's commitment to fostering self-reliance in the defense sector while ensuring
that international procurements contribute to the development of Indonesia's defense industry. These
regulations underscore Indonesia's determination to build a self-sufficient defense sector, supported by
collaborative research initiatives with allied nations, exemplified by its ongoing partnership with
Tirkiye.

The areas that contributed to the enhanced capabilities of both nations' defense industries were defined
in detail by Law No. 19 of 2014 of the Republic of Indonesia, which dealt with the Agreement of Defense
Industry Cooperation Between the Governments of Indonesia and Tiirkiye. Both nations agreed on a
number of points, including the need for facilities, the development of a joint committee to encourage
cooperation in the defense sector, the need to safeguard intellectual property, and the importance of
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keeping all relevant documents, information, and materials secret. The parties made a commitment to
prioritizing the interests, security, and integrity of each nation, with the understanding that
disagreements would be settled peacefully through negotiations within the joint committee, with the
goal of avoiding recourse to international courts and, if necessary, addressing them through diplomatic
channels (Rofii, 2023, p. 278).

The partnership between Indonesia and Tiirkiye exemplifies the practical applications of defense
diplomacy. Rooted in shared strategic interests, the collaboration has produced notable achievements
such as the Tiger Tank (KAPLAN MT) and the unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) programs. These project
initiatives go beyond technological innovation, reflecting a strategic alignment focused on bolstering
self-reliance and reducing dependence on Western defense systems. Regional distribution of the
Kaplan/Tiger medium tanks is strategically divided, with Indonesia focusing on Asia and Tiirkiye
targeting markets in the Middle East and Europe (Elisabeth et al., 2021, p. 251). Along with the common
goal of attaining defense and security self-sufficiency for both nations, economic factors play a major
role in driving this partnership. When it comes to manufacturing medium tanks in particular, these
defense industry alliances are crucial to Indonesia's goal of attaining defense self-sufficiency. Likewise,
the unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) initiative signifies a significant advancement for Indonesia's
aerospace sector. Turkiye’s cutting-edge drone technology fills a critical gap in Indonesia’s defense
capabilities, particularly in surveillance and reconnaissance. However, the reliance on imported
components highlights the need for Indonesia to invest further in developing domestic supply chains,
ensuring sustainability and self-reliance.

Considering Indonesia's historical issues with scale instability and fluctuating defense budgets,
maintaining cooperation might be challenging. Under President Prabowo, the defense sector has
experienced a substantial budget increase, rising from 0.78 percent to 1.5 percent of gross domestic
product. The increase will enable the Indonesian Military to enhance its armament, including via
procurement and coproduction with Tiirkiye. Even though Tiirkiye does not rank as Indonesia's primary
defense industry partner in terms of quantity. The DCA, if realized, will provide a robust basis for
enhanced collaboration.

Table 2
Indonesia’'s Largest Defense Partners By Quantity of Projects 2015- 2024
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Strengthening the partnership with Tiirkiye will allow Indonesia to diminish its dependence on Western
nations, particularly the United States, which has the capacity to impose an arms embargo on any nation
at any time under the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), thereby
augmenting its strategic defense autonomy. Moreover, joint ventures between Indonesia and Tiirkiye in
the defense sector and equipment production, utilizing both B2B and/or G2G frameworks, might
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enhance extensive economic collaboration and prospects. Tiirkiye's adaptable approach to defense
solutions facilitates tailored collaboration, fitting with Indonesia's specific defense requirements.
Tiirkiye's readiness to actively participate in and endorse offset agreements with Indonesia will
facilitate more profound collaboration.

By integrating Tirkiye’s advanced armored vehicle design expertise with Indonesia’s manufacturing
capabilities, this partnership enhances the defense industry’s capabilities through technology transfer
and capacity building. This synergy strengthens Indonesia’s ability to produce advanced defense
equipment and supports its long-term goal of defense autonomy. Indonesia's ability to produce defense
systems on its own in the future is projected to be strengthened by joint production and development
projects.

5. Conclusion

In an increasingly uncertain world marked by geopolitical complexities, nations must prepare for a
broad spectrum of challenges, often requiring significant investments in defense and security. This
dynamic has driven countries to prioritize reliable partnerships while enhancing domestic production,
particularly in the defense sector. The growing defense cooperation between Indonesia and Tirkiye
exemplifies the strategic value of collaboration in strengthening national security and fostering regional
stability.

Tiirkiye’s defense companies have partnered with Indonesian counterparts, facilitating knowledge
transfer and building trust. Despite geographical distance, both nations share mutual respect and
strategic interests, making their collaboration a model for developing countries. Indonesia’s strategic
location, abundant resources, stable economy, and robust military position it as a key player in
Southeast Asia, while Tiirkiye’s commitment to this partnership underscores its recognition of
Indonesia’s pivotal role in the Indo-Pacific.

For Indonesia, advanced defense capabilities are essential to safeguarding sovereignty and promoting
regional security. Leveraging technology transfer and prioritizing domestic production through this
partnership, Indonesia enhances its deterrence capabilities, aligns with its foreign policy goals, and
positions itself as a future player in the global arms market.

To make the most on the momentum of their close defense cooperation, both Indonesia and Tiirkiye
must take certain factors into account. Firstly, in a progressively politicized global political landscape,
both nations must uphold their dedication to being autonomous strategic entities within their own
regions. In this manner, they can perpetuate the enhancement of their equipment and defensive
capabilities without overtly opposing or aligning with a specific power. This stance will not only
demonstrate how independent entities may retain their importance in a polarized environment, but also
facilitate the advancement of bilateral relations. Secondly, drawing from past partnerships, Indonesia
and Tirkiye must dedicate themselves entirely to their alliance to guarantee that technological
transfers, including co-development, may enhance both parties. Repeatedly, volatile funds and intricate
bureaucratic procedures hindered Indonesia and its Korean partners from effectively realizing all stages
of information sharing. The Defense Ministry must identify shortcomings and develop strategic action
plans prior to pursuing additional collaboration. In this context, the potential for sustained, enduring
relationships will become more judicious. In the forthcoming years, Indonesia and Tiirkiye must sustain
their commitment to enduring collaboration. Facilitating both governments to autonomously adopt a
nonaligned culture will be crucial for maintaining mutual trust between the parties.

Spanning critical areas such as research and development, tank production, software, and military
training, the Indonesia-Tiirkiye defense partnership not only strengthens their domestic defense
industries but also sets a precedent for strategic alliances that foster technological innovation and
reduce import dependency. Beyond bilateral benefits, this collaboration contributes to regional stability
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in the Indo-Pacific and demonstrates how developing nations can elevate their global standing through
effective cooperation. Their partnership positions them as key players in fostering stability, leveraging
Indonesia’s role as a bridge to Southeast Asia and Tiirkiye’s strategic access to Europe and beyond.

As influential regional powers and representatives of the Muslim world, Indonesia and Tiirkiye are
uniquely positioned to shape peace and stability on a global scale. Deepening this partnership will open
new opportunities to enhance their defense industries, expand geopolitical influence, and serve as a
cornerstone of regional security and prosperity. This collaboration stands as a model for strategic
alliances, advancing technological independence, national resilience, and mutual growth.
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m Research Article / Arastirma Makalesi

Tiirkiye’de Egitim Géren Taylandli Ogrencilerin Karar Verme Siirecinde Yumusak Gii¢
Etkileri

The Effects of Soft Power on the Decision-Making Process of Thai Students Studying in Tiirkiye

Muslim Langputeh 0z: Bu arastirma, Tiirkiye'de egitim géren Taylandli grencilerin Tiirkiye'yi tercih etme
i kararlarinda yumusak giiciin etkilerini incelemek amaciyla yapilmistir. Arastirmada nitel
Sakarya Universitesi, Yiiksek Lisans yontem arastirma tasarimi kullanilmistir. Bu ¢alisma, 10 katihlmciyla yapilan

Ogrencisi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiist, derinlemesine goriismelerden elde edilen verilere dayanmaktadir. Bu arastirma,
Uluslararasi Iligkiler Ana Bilim Dali,

Sakarya, Tiirkiye, Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'deki egitim deneyimlerini ii¢ temel boyut {izerinden

muslim.langputeh1@ogr.sakarya.edu.tr incelemektedir: Karar verme stireci, Tiirkiye'nin yumusak giiciiniin etkisi ve entegrasyon

ror.org/04tmw109 deneyimleridir. Arastirma bulgulari, Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'yi se¢melerinde
kiiltiirel ve egitimsel faktorlerin yani sira Tiirkiye'nin tarihi mirasi ve Osmanl ge¢misine
olan ilginin 6nemli bir etken oldugunu gostermektedir. Ayrica, Tiirkiye Burslari gibi egitim
firsatlar1 ve Tiirkiye’nin kiltiirel diplomasi stratejileri, 6grencilerin kararlarini pekistiren
faktorler arasinda yer almaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin Islam kiiltiirii, insan haklar1 politikalar1 ve
sosyal medya kullaniminin, 6grencilerin Tirkiye'ye olan ilgisini artirdigi bulunmustur.
Ancak, dil engelleri ve kiiltiirel uyum zorluklari, 6grencilerin karsilastigi baslica zorluklar
olmustur. Sonug olarak, Tirkiye’nin sundugu dini, kiiltirel ve egitimsel imkanlar,
Taylandli 6grencilerin egitim siire¢lerini sekillendirirken, Tiirkiye ile Tayland arasindaki
kiltiirel baglarin gliclenmesine katki saglamaktadir. Yumusak gii¢ stratejileri, uzun
vadede bu iliskilerin derinlesmesine olanak taniyacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Tayland, Yumusak Giig, Ogrenci, Entegrasyon

Gelis Tarihi/Received: 10.02.2025 Abstract: This study aims to examine the influence of soft power on the decision-making
Kabul Tarihi/Accepted: 27.03.2025 process of Thai students in choosing to study in Tiirkiye. The research employs a
Yayimlanma Tarihi/ Available Online: qualitative methodology, based on data obtained from in-depth interviews with 10
31.03.2025 participants. The study explores Thai students' educational experiences in Tirkiye

through three main dimensions: the decision-making process, the impact of Tiirkiye's soft
power, and integration experiences. The findings indicate that cultural and educational
factors, alongside an interest in Tirkiye's historical heritage and Ottoman past,
significantly influence Thai students' decision to study in Tirkiye. Additionally,
educational opportunities, such as the Tiirkiye Scholarships, and Tiirkiye's cultural
diplomacy strategies, are pivotal factors that reinforce students' choices. The role of
Tiirkiye's Islamic culture, human rights policies, and social media usage has been found to
further enhance Thai students' interest in the country. However, language barriers and
cultural adaptation challenges remain the primary difficulties encountered by students. In
conclusion, Tirkiye's religious, cultural, and educational offerings shape Thai students’
academic experiences and contribute to strengthening cultural ties between Tiirkiye and
Thailand. Soft power strategies are expected to foster the deepening of these relationships
in the long term.

Keywords: Tiirkiye, Thailand, Soft Power, Student, Integration
Extended Abstract

This study originates from a general curiosity about the increasing number of Thai students in Tirkiye
each year and their growing interest and efforts in applying for scholarships or exploring alternative
pathways to study in Tiirkiye. The central question guiding this research is what factors attract Thai
students to pursue education in Tiirkiye and the underlying reasons that influence their decision-
making process. If one of the most significant factors in Thai students' preference for Tiirkiye is the
country's soft power policies, this study specifically examines Tiirkiye’s policies and strategies in this
area, as well as the tools and methods employed. Additionally, the study explores Thai students’
expectations upon arriving in Tirkiye and their adaptation processes, providing an important
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opportunity to investigate this subject in depth. The research aims to analyze the impact of Tiirkiye’s
soft power on Thai students' decision-making processes regarding studying in Tiirkiye and their
integration experiences in the country. A qualitative research design was adopted, and data were
collected through in-depth interviews with ten Thai students currently studying in Tiirkiye. The
participants, aged between 19 and 26, include both undergraduate and graduate students. This study
examines Thai students' educational experiences in Tiirkiye through three key dimensions: the
decision-making process, the influence of Tiirkiye’s soft power, and integration experiences.

The first dimension investigates the reasons behind students’ choice of Tiirkiye, the factors influencing
their decision, and the challenges encountered during the decision-making process. It also explores their
motivations, expectations, and prior knowledge about Tiirkiye. The second dimension focuses on the
impact of Tiirkiye’s soft power strategies, analyzing the policies implemented to attract international
students, cultural promotion activities, and educational collaborations. The third dimension examines
the integration experiences of Thai students in Turkiye, including the challenges they face and how they
navigate cultural and linguistic differences. The findings indicate that Tiirkiye’s cultural heritage,
historical significance, and Islamic values play a crucial role in attracting Thai students. Tiirkiye’s soft
power strategies, particularly in the field of education, have successfully drawn Thai students to the
country. Moreover, Tiirkiye’s cultural diplomacy and policies promoting Islamic values have been
influential in their decision-making process. However, in terms of integration, Thai students have
encountered challenges such as language barriers and cultural differences. Nevertheless, they have been
able to cope with these difficulties through participation in social activities and the hospitality of the
Turkish people.

Based on these findings, this study provides guidance on measures that can be taken to enhance
Tiirkiye’s appeal in the field of international education and foster intercultural understanding.
Furthermore, it establishes a foundation for evaluating and improving the effectiveness of Tiirkiye’s soft
power policies. Recommendations include enhancing language education programs, expanding cultural
adaptation initiatives, providing financial support, and strengthening opportunities for volunteer
engagement. Additionally, future research is encouraged to compare the experiences of students from
different countries and assess the effectiveness of Tiirkiye’s public diplomacy strategies.

1. Giris

Turkler ve Taylandhlar arasinda ge¢misten giiniimiize uzanan uzun bir iliski bulunmaktadir. Bu bag,
Osmanli Imparatorlugu ve Tayland'in Ayutthaya Kralligi dénemlerine kadar uzanmaktadir. Ancak,
tarihsel belgelerle net bir sekilde kayit altina alinan dénem, 6zellikle her iki bolgenin de diinyadaki
degisimlere ayak uydurmak amaciyla kendilerini gelistirme ¢abalar1 icerisinde bulundugu 19. ytizyildir
(Peacock & Kadi, 2017, ss. 29-31). Bu donemde, somiirgecilik faaliyetlerinin etkisiyle iki taraf arasinda
st diizey ziyaretler gerceklesmis ve bu etkilesimler, 1958 yilinda iki iilke arasinda resmi diplomatik
iligkilerin tesis edilmesine kadar énemli bir koprii vazifesi gormiistir (Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri
Bakanligi, 2022).

Bu doniim noktasy, iki lilke arasindaki iliskilerin resmi diizeyde gelismesine olanak saglamistir. Tarih
boyunca Tiirkiye ile Tayland arasinda uzun siiredir devam eden bir iliski bulunmaktadir. Iki iilke
arasindaki uluslararasi iliskiler, modern diinyada hizla ilerleyerek olumlu bir yénde gelismistir. 2000
yilindan itibaren bu iliski icin bircok firsat ve cesitli zorluklar bulunmaktadir. ki iilkenin daha iyi
iliskiler sahip olabilmesi i¢in cografi ve kiiltiirel farklarin azaltilmasi, iki {ilkenin halklar1 arasindaki
karsilikli anlayisi artiracaktir. Bu da ekonomi, ticaret, turizm ve bilgi ile teknoloji degisimi gibi
alanlardaki is birliginin genislemesine katki saglayacaktir. Halklar arasindaki etkilesimi artiracak
faaliyetler, Tiirkiye ile Tayland arasindaki yakin ve siirdiiriilebilir iligkilerin anahtar1 olacaktir (Sattar,
Koma & Plaipon, 2023, s. 98).
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Tirkiye, uluslararasi 6grencilerle ilgili politikalar1 1990'l1 yillarda sekillendirmeye baslamistir. Son
yillarda, yiiksekdgretim kurumlarindaki iyilestirmeler (akademik personel ve arastirma merkezi artisi)
ve uygulanan politikalar (liniversite sayisinin artirilmasi) sayesinde, yakin cografyadaki siyasi
gelismelerin etkisiyle, Tiirkiye'deki uluslararasi 6grenci sayilar1 dnemli 6l¢iide yiikselmistir (Tekin,
2022). Tirkiye'nin bu politikalar1 baslatmis olmasina ragmen, Tayland hiikiimeti ve Tayland Disisleri
Bakanligi, bu raporda belirtilen engeller nedeniyle, Turk liniversitelerini Taylandlilar icin bir egitim
secenegi olarak heniiz yeterince tesvik etmemistir. Netnapa Kongsri'nin "Tirkiye: Giiney Sinir
Eyaletlerinden Gelen Taylandh Miisliiman Ogrenciler icin Bir Egitim Alternatifi" bashkl bireysel calisma
raporunda, Tayland Disisleri Bakanligi'nin Tirkiye'yi Taylandli Miisliman 6grenciler icin bir egitim
destinasyonu olarak tesvik etme siirecinde karsilastig1 zorluklar ele alinmaktadir. Raporda, Disisleri
Bakanligi'nin dogrudan yurtdisinda egitim tesvik politikasini yiiriiten ana kurum olmadig1 ve bu
durumun bakanhigin bu alandaki roliinii sinirladigl vurgulanmaktadir. Tirkiye'nin egitim alanindaki
potansiyeli kabul edilse de, bakanlik yalnizca Taylandli Miisliiman 6grencilerin yurtdisindaki egitim
stratejisini destekleyici bir unsur olarak yer almakta, dolayisiyla belirli bir {ilkenin 6ncelikli olarak
tesvik edilmesi ongoriilmemektedir. Bu nedenle, Tirkiye de Taylandli Miisliiman 6grenciler icin
ozellikle desteklenen bir egitim destinasyonu olarak belirlenmemistir. Bu durum, 6zellikle giiney sinir
eyaletlerinden gelen 6grencilerin Tirkiye'yi tercih etmelerini kolaylastiracak sistematik bir destek
mekanizmasinin eksikligine yol agmaktadir. Ayrica, Ankara Biiytkelciligi'nin destegiyle 2012 yilinda
kurulan Tiirkiye'deki Taylandli Ogrenciler Dernegi'nin hala gelisim siirecinde oldugu ve heniiz
Tirkiye'nin egitim sisteminin avantajlarini tanitma ile Taylandli Miisliiman 6grencilerin ilgisini cekme
konusunda tam anlamiyla etkili bir iletisim kanali haline gelemedigi belirtilmektedir (Kongsri, 2014).

iki iilke arasindaki iliskilerin cesitli yonlerden gelismesiyle birlikte, egitim alanindaki 6nemi de giderek
daha fazla fark edilmeye baslanmistir. Ayn1 donemde, medya araglarinin gelisiminin bir sonucu olarak
Tiirkiye'deki Taylandli Ogrenciler Dernegi, Tiirkiye hakkinda bilgi paylasimi ve Tiirkiye hiikiimet
burslariyla ilgili haberleri aktarma konusunda daha aktif bir rol istlenmeye baslamistir. Giiniimiizde
Tiirkiye'de yasayan Taylandlilarin sayis1 yaklasik 1.300 kisidir ve bunlarin yaklasik 179'u 6grencidir
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2024). 2000 yilindan itibaren Tiirkiye'nin degisen politikalari, donemin
evrimiyle birlikte, bu degisimin bize daha genis bir perspektif sunmasina yardimci olacak bir faktor
olmustur. Bu degisimler, Tiirkiye ve Tayland arasindaki iliskilerin halk merkezli diplomasi ve kiiltiirel
etkilesimle derinlesmesi i¢in yeni firsatlar sunmaktadir.

Giiniimiizde iletisim ve diplomasi, kiiresellesme ile birlikte biiytlik bir degisim siirecinden gecmektedir.
Ozellikle Soguk Savas sonrasi donemde yasanan gelismeler ve teknolojik ilerlemeler, diplomasinin
yalnizca devletlerarasi iliskilerle sinirli kalmayip, devletlerin halklarla dogrudan iletisim kurmasina
imkan taniyan bir yapiya evirilmesini saglamistir (Goksu, 2023). Bu ¢ercevede kamu diplomasisi, bir
tilkenin yumusak gii¢ unsurlarini kullanarak uluslararasi alanda olumlu bir imaj olusturmay ve diger
tilkelerle uzun vadeli, yapia iliskiler gelistirmeyi amaclayan stratejik bir yaklasim olarak one
cikmaktadir. Kamu diplomasisi, yalnizca yabanci toplumlarla iletisim kurmakla sinirli kalmaz; ayni
zamanda kiltiirel, akademik ve sosyal etkilesimler araciliiyla kalic1 ve derin baglarin olusmasina da
katkida bulunmaktadir (Usul & Yaylaci, 2020).

Yumusak giiciin etkili bir sekilde uygulanmasinda kamu diplomasisi belirleyici bir rol tistlenmekte ve
tilkeler arasindaki uzun vadeli isbirliklerinin temelini olusturmaktadir. Ozellikle kiiltiirel, akademik ve
sosyal alanlardaki etkilesimler, yumusak giiciin somut araglari olarak 6n plana ¢cikmaktadir. Uluslararasi
iliskilerde bir lilkenin bagka bir lilkeyi zorlamadan veya dogrudan tehdit etmeksizin kabul edilen ve hos
karsilanan unsurlarla etkileme ¢abasi 6nemli bir stratejik aractir. Joseph Nye'in tanimladigi bu kavram,
"yumusak gli¢" olarak adlandirilmaktadir. Diinya genelinde birc¢ok iilke, biiyiik giicler de dahil olmak
tizere, askeri ve siyasi gliciin yani sira bu yumusak giicii de kullanarak kiiresel gii¢ statiisiine ulasmaya
calismaktadir. Yumusak giiciin etkin bir sekilde kullanilmasinin temel itici unsurlari ise kiiltiir, siyasi
degerler ve dis politika uygulamalaridir (Nye, 2004, s. 11). Tiirkiye'nin Tayland'a dogrudan yumusak
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glic yaratmak amaciyla cesitli kosullar1 destekleyip tesvik eden bir politika izledigi acikca
goriilmektedir. Ornegin, kiiltiir alaninda Bangkok'ta Yunus Emre Enstitiisii'niin acilmasi, Tiirkiye'nin
uzun tarihi kiiltiirel degerlerine verdigi onemi ve dil 6grenimi yoluyla bilgi ve deneyim aktarma
kararhiligini gostermektedir. Bu, ayn1 zamanda bu alanda yumusak giicli giiclendirmeye yonelik bir
adimdir (Yunus Emre Enstitiisii, 2024). Siyasi degerler acisindan, Tiirkiye, diinya sahnesinde belirgin
bir rol oynayan Cumhurbaskani'nin liderliginde net ve gii¢lii bir tutum sergilemektedir. Bu tutum sadece
Miisliiman diinyasinda degil, tiim diinyada adaletin saglanmasi agisindan da etkili olmustur. Ornegin,
Insani Yardim Vakfi (IHH) gibi insani yardim kuruluslari araciligiyla Tayland'da yetim ¢ocuklar i¢in okul
acan Sehit Omer Halisdemir Okulu buna bir érnektir (Insani Yardim Vakfi, 2018). Son unsur olarak,
Tiirkiye'nin dis politikasinda dogru bir durus sergileyerek, magdur edilenlere siirekli destek verme
vurgusu, adaletin tesvik edilmesi ve baskalarina yardim edilmesi konusundaki kararhligini ortaya
koymaktadir. Bunlar, Tiirkiye'nin kiiresel dlgekte gii¢lii bir yumusak gii¢ olusturma acisindan énemli bir
avantajidir. Arastirmaya baslamadan 6nce yapilan 6n gozlemler dogrultusunda, Tiirkiye'nin sahip
oldugu ve Tayland’daki insanlarin algisina yansiyan ii¢ yumusak gilic unsuru, 6nemli bir etkiye ve
belirleyici bir faktore sahiptir. Bu unsurlar, Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye’de egitim alma kararlarini
sekillendirmede 6nemli bir rol oynayarak, yumusak giiciin etkili bir unsur olarak degerlendirilmesine
katki saglamaktadir.

Uluslararas1 6grencilere sundugu olanaklarla sekillenen kamu diplomasisi stratejilerinin somut bir
yansimasini olusturmaktadir. Taylandh 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'deki deneyimleri, bu stratejilerin kiiltiirel
ve akademik alandaki etkilerini degerlendirmek i¢in anlamli bir cer¢eve sunmaktadir. 2000 yilindan
itibaren, Tiirkiye bu li¢ unsura da biyiik 6l¢ide odaklanmis ve Ozellikle Kkiiltlirel alanda insanlari
cezbetme konusunda belirgin bir basar1 géstermistir. Ayrica, degisen siyasi degerler ve baris temeline
dayali bir dis politika izleyerek, Tiirkiye, uluslararasi iliskilerde daha acik ve etkili bir oyuncu olma
yolunda 6nemli adimlar atmistir. Glinlimiizde Tiirkiye, yumusak giice biiylik 6nem vermekte ve 6zellikle
egitim alaninda bu giicii kullanmaya ¢alismaktadir. Tiirkiye, yabanci 6grencileri lilkeye cekebilmek icin
cesitli burslar ve firsatlar sunarak egitim yoluyla bu hedefe ulasmaya ¢alismaktadir. Bu baglamda,
Tiirkiye'de egitim goren Taylandli 6grencilerin karar verme siiregleri ve entegrasyon deneyimleri,
Tiirkiye'nin yumusak gii¢ ve kamu diplomasisi stratejilerinin etkilerini anlamak agisindan énemli bir
ornek tegkil etmektedir.

Kamu diplomasisini ele almadan 6nce diplomasinin déniisiim siirecini gézden gecirmek gerekmektedir.
Diplomasi, uluslararasi aktorlerin siddete basvurmadan uluslararasi iligkileri yonetmek ve
yonlendirmek amaciyla kullandiklar1 bir siiregtir. Bu aktorler; devletler, uluslararasi kuruluslar veya
kiiresel dilizeyde etkili gruplar olabilir. Geleneksel diplomasi, hiikiimetler arasi resmi iletisime
odaklanirken, kamu diplomasisi dogrudan yabanci halklarla etkilesim kurarak uluslararasi politikalar
icin anlayis ve destek olusturmayi1 amagclar. Zamanla, dijital teknoloji ve internetin sagladig1 anhk
iletisim imkanlar1 sayesinde kamu diplomasisi doniisiim gecirmis ve "yeni kamu diplomasisi" kavrami
ortaya ¢cikmistir. Bu yeni yaklasim, sivil toplum kuruluslar1 (STK'lar) gibi aktorlerin artan roliyle
bireyler arasindaki iligkileri gliclendirmeye odaklanirken, tek yonli bilgi aktarimi yerine karsilikli
etkilesimi tesvik eder. Ayn1 zamanda, "yumusak giic" ve "marka olusturma" stratejileriyle olumlu bir
imaj yaratmay1 ve yabanci halklarin aktif katilimini saglamayi hedefler (Cull, 2009, ss. 12-13).

Kamu diplomasisi, karsilikli iletisim ve etkilesimi 6ngéren dinamik ve ¢ok boyutlu bir stirectir. Bu stirec,
hedef gruplari dinlemek, 6nceliklerini belirlemek, konusmak kadar dinlemek, anlamak kadar agiklamak
ve bilgilendirmek kadar iletisim kurmak gibi unsurlan icerir. Ibrahim Kalin, kamu diplomasisini
kiilttrel, sosyal ve politik etkilesimlerle bir iilkenin imajin1 giiclendirme ¢abas1 olarak tanimlar. Bu
slirecte sivil toplum, akademik gevreler ve bireylerin katkisi biiyiik 6nem tasirken, Tiirkiye'nin kiiltiirel
ve dini baglamda gerceklestirdigi calismalar yumusak gii¢ stratejisinin bir parcasidir (Kalin, 2011, s. 12).
William Rugh ise, kamu diplomasisinin devletlerin ulusal ¢ikarlarin1 ve politikalarini uluslararasi
kamuoyuna tanitma siireci oldugunu belirtir. Rugh’a gore, bu siirecte medya ve kitle iletisim araglarinin
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rolii biiytiktiir ve yalnizca hiikiimetler degil, akademik ve sivil toplum kuruluslar1 da bu stirece katki
saglar (Rugh, 2014. ss. 13-19). Tiirkiye'nin egitim ve kiltiirel diplomasi stratejilerinin Taylandlh
ogrencilerin karar verme stirecleri iizerindeki etkilerini daha derinlemesine anlamak, kamu diplomasisi
alaninda 6nemli bir arastirma konusu olusturmaktadir. Taylandli 6grencilerin egitim tercihleri,
Tiirkiye'nin dis politika ve yumusak giic stratejilerinden biiyiik 6l¢lide etkilenmektedir. Tiirkiye'nin
egitim alanindaki politikalari, kiiltiirel ve akademik iliskiler araciligiyla Tayland'daki kamuoyunu
etkilemekte ve dgrencilerin Tirkiye'yi tercih etmelerinde belirleyici bir faktor olarak éne ¢cikmaktadir.
Bu silireg, yalnizca bireysel kararlar degil, ayn1 zamanda iki iilke arasindaki kiltiirel ve diplomatik
baglarin giiclenmesine de katki saglamaktadir. Bu nedenle, Taylandl 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'yi tercih etme
sebeplerinin incelenmesi, kamu diplomasisi stratejilerinin uluslararasi egitimdeki roliinii anlamak i¢in
onemli bir firsat sunmaktadir.

Tiirkiye'nin kamu diplomasisi stratejisi, 6zellikle islam diinyasi ve kiiltiirel yakinlik baglaminda biiyiik
bir 6nem tasimaktadir. Tayland'dan gelen Miisliiman 6grenciler, Tiirkiye'nin kiiltiirel degerlerine ve
egitim sistemine daha kolay uyum saglayabilmektedir. Kiiltiirel yakinlik, bu 6grenciler icin Tiirkiye'yi
cazip hale getiren bir unsur olurken, Tiirkiye'nin kamu diplomasisi de bu 6grenci grubunu cezbetmede
etkili bir arac¢ olarak one ¢ikmaktadir. Ancak bu durum, 6zellikle Tayland’daki Miisliiman topluluk icin
gecerli olabilir. Ulke genelini ele aldigimizda, Tayland niifusunun biiyiik cogunlugunun Budist oldugu
unutulmamalidir. Budist Taylandlilar, Tirkiye'yi genellikle turizm aracilifiyla tanimakta ve Tiirkiye ile
olan iligkileri farkli bir baglamda gelismektedir. Ote yandan Taylandhi Miisliimanlar, Islami kiiltiirel
gecmise sahip olduklarindan Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi faaliyetlerinden daha fazla etkilenme
egilimindedir. Bu baglamda, Tiirkiye'nin kamu diplomasisinin Taylandli Miisliimanlar tizerinde, Budist
Taylandlilara kiyasla daha gii¢lii bir etki yarattig1 sdylenebilir. Tiirkiye'nin egitim yoluyla yumusak
giiciinii pekistirme cabalari, Tirkiye'nin kamu diplomasisi ve yumusak gii¢ stratejileri ¢ercevesinde,
Taylandli 6grencilerin Tirkiye'de egitim alma siireglerine nasil yonlendirildigi 6nemli bir arastirma
konusu olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Tiirkiye’nin her y1l sundugu burs programlari, Taylandli 68rencilerin
Turkiye’'ye olan ilgisini artiran temel politikalar arasinda yer alsa da bu 6grencilerin Tiirkiye’ye
geldikten sonra edindikleri tarihi ve kiiltiirel bilgiler ile akademik deneyimler, yeni adaylarin karar alma
stureclerinde de belirleyici bir faktdor olmaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin kamu diplomasisi baglaminda
degerlendirdigimizde, Taylandli 6grenciler arasinda olusturulan bu bilgi ve deneyim aktarimi, dogrudan
kamu diplomasisinin énemli bir unsuru olan "insandan insana diplomasi" yaklasimini yansitmaktadir.
Daha 6nce Tiirkiye'de egitim almis 68rencilerin, hem burs programlarina hem de Tiirkiye’nin sundugu
egitim ve yasam olanaklarina dair olumlu algilar olusturarak, yeni 6grenci adaylarinin Tiirkiye'yi tercih
etmelerinde dnemli bir rol oynadig1 goriilmektedir.

Bununla birlikte, Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'ye yonelik ilgisini artirmada diaspora topluluklar1 ve
ogrenci derneklerinin aktif rol tlstlendigi soylenebilir. Tiirkiye’deki Taylandli 68renci topluluklarsi,
sosyal medya ve yiiz yiize etkinlikler araciligiyla Tiirkiye hakkinda bilgi paylasiminda bulunmakta ve bu
stirecte Tiirkiye'nin kiiltiirel diplomasisi devreye girmektedir. Bu baglamda, 6grenci dernekleri yalnizca
bilgilendirme yapmakla kalmayip, ayni zamanda Tiirkiye'nin olumlu bir imajin1 yaymaya yardimci olan
goniillii kiiltiirel elciler olarak hareket etmektedir. Ote yandan, Tiirkiye’nin sundugu burs olanaklari
sadece akademik destek saglamakla kalmayip, ayn1 zamanda Turkiye’'ye yonelik baghlik ve aidiyet
duygusu olusturma stratejisi olarak da islev gormektedir. Tirkiye'de egitim almis Taylandh
ogrencilerin, kendi iilkelerine dondiiklerinde Tiirkiye'yi daha iyi tanitabilmeleri ve Tiirkiye'nin
uluslararas1 alandaki imajina katki saglayabilmeleri, yumusak gili¢ politikalarinin uzun vadeli
kazanimlari arasinda yer almaktadir. Tirkiye’'nin burs politikalari, 68renci topluluklari ve mezun aglari
lizerinden yirittiigi kamu diplomasisi, yumusak giicliinii pekistiren 6nemli unsurlar arasinda yer
almakta ve Taylandli 6grenciler nezdinde Tiirkiye’yi egitim icin cazip bir merkez haline getirmektedir.

Bugiin kiiresellesme caginda en O6nemli ve etkili faktorlerden biri egitimdir. Diinyanin birbirine
baglanmasi, 6grencilerin dinyanin her yerine gitmelerini saglamaktadir (Knight, 2004, s. 8).
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Kiiresellesmenin gelisimi ve degisimi, egitim alanindaki yumusak giiciin 6nemini artirmaktadir.
Tayland'dan Tiirkiye'de egitim almis mezunlar {izerine yapilan "Perceptions of Thais Toward Turkish
Foreign Policies Through the Soft Power 30" baslikli arastirmanin sonuclarina goére Taylandhlar
Tiirkiye'nin yumugak giiciine olumlu bir bakis a¢isina sahiptir. Ozellikle egitim alaninda, Tiirkiye'nin
kiltlirel diplomasi araciligiyla Tayland'da 6grenci ¢ekmeye calistigi vurgulanmistir (Sattar, Koma &
Plaipon, 2021, s. 71). Bu durumlar, Tayland ve Tiirkiye arasindaki cografi mesafe ve farkliliklarin 6nemli
sinirlamalar ve zorluklar olusturmasina ragmen, kiiresellesmenin diinyay1 hizli bir sekilde birbirine
bagladigini ve birgok tilkeyi yumusak gii¢ politikalarini gelistirmeye yonlendirdigini gostermektedir. Bu
tilkeler, kiiresel sahnede kendilerini daha iyi konumlandirmak ve yumusak gii¢ acisindan stratejik
avantajlar elde etmek icin caba sarf etmektedirler. Nye’a gore, yumusak gliclin i¢ unsuru arasinda
birinci unsuru kiiltirel alanda incelersek, Tiirkiye’nin burada egitimi kiiltlirel taniim araci olarak
degerlendirdigini soyleyebiliriz.

Giintimiizde 6grenciler, basariyr aramak icin ilgi duyduklar tilkelere seyahat ederek daha fazla egitim
secenegine sahip olmaktadir. 2018-2022 yillar1 arasinda uluslararasi 6grenci kabulii yapan ve 6grenci
gonderen iilkeler degismemistir. Uluslararasi 6grenci kabulii, akademik cesitliligi, prestiji ve ekonomik
katilmi artirarak yiiksekogretim kurumlarini gliclendirmektedir. 2022'de, OECD iiyesi {iilkeler
Avustralya, Kanada, Fransa, Almanya, Yeni Zelanda, Birlesik Kralllk ve ABD, tiim uluslararasi
Ogrencilerin lgcte ikisini, yani 4.6 milyon 6grenciyi kabul etti. Bu iilkeler prestijli iiniversiteler, is
firsatlar ve kiiltiirel destek gibi faktdrlerle ¢ekicidir. 2023 verilerine gére ABD (1.057.188 6grenci) ve
Kanada (1.040.985 6grenci), Turkiye’den cok daha fazla 6grenci kabul etmektedir. Ancak Tiirkiye,
310.201 dgrenci ile 8. siradadir ve 6nemli bir biliyiime gostermektedir (OECD, 2025, s. 2). Tiirkiye'deki
ylksekogretim verileri, tilkenin uluslararasi 6grenciler i¢cin dnemli bir egitim merkezi olma hedefini
benimsemesinin somut gostergesidir. Tlirkiye'deki uluslararasi 6grenci sayisindaki artis, diinya ¢apinda
ogrenci cekmeye yonelik uygulanan politikalarda kaydedilen basarinin bir yansimasidir.

2024 w1l itibariyla Tiirkiye’deki uluslararasi 6grenci sayisi 336.000’e ulasmistir. Bu 6grencilerin biiytik
bir kismi lisans programlarinda egitim almakta (238.494 6grenci), ardindan on lisans (55.407 6grenci),
ylksek lisans (31.438 6grenci) ve doktora (11.027 6grenci) seviyesindeki 6grenciler yer almaktadir. Bu
veriler, Tiirkiye'nin uluslararasi 6grencilere sundugu genis egitim secgeneklerini gostermektedir
(Yiksekogretim Kurulu, 2025, ss. 3-11). Tirkiye, lniversitelerin egitim cergevesini uluslararasi
diizeyde gelistirmeye yonelik politikalar izlemektedir. Yiiksekégretim Kurulu (YOK) tarafindan
hazirlanan Yiiksekogretimde Uluslararasilasma Strateji Belgesi (2024-2028), bu siireg¢ i¢in 6nemli bir
yol haritas1 sunmaktadir. Tiirkiye, uluslararasi 6grenci ve akademisyen hareketliligini artirmayi, Ttirk
tiniversitelerinin kiiresel goriiniirliiglini giiclendirmeyi ve stratejik alanlarda uzmanlasmis uluslararasi
mezunlarin Tirkiye’deki akademik ve endistriyel alanda degerlendirilmesini saglamay:
hedeflemektedir. Bu baglamda, nitelikli uluslararasi 6grencilerin ilgisini ¢cekmek icin cesitli
diizenlemeler yapilacak, uluslararasi akademisyenlerin Tiirkiye’deki iiniversitelerde ¢alismalari tesvik
edilecektir. Ayrica, Tirk Devletleri Teskilati biinyesindeki Tiirk Diinyasi Yiiksekogretim Alani
etkinlestirilecek ve uluslararasi {niversitelerle isbirlikleri giiclendirilecektir. Tiirkiye'nin
yliksekogretim alanindaki kiiresel taninirligini artirmak amaciyla yurtdisinda egitim fuarlarina
katilacak ve diplomatik iliskilerde oldugu iilkelerin yiiksekdgretim sistemlerine dair veri toplanacaktir.
Bu politikalar, Tirkiye'nin uluslararas1 alandaki yiiksekdgretim konumunu giiclendirmeyi
amaglamaktadir (Yiiksekogretim Kurulu, 2025, ss. 41-55).

Tiirkiye'nin kamu diplomasisi, iilkenin diinya sahnesindeki imajini yeniden sekillendirmeye
odaklanmaktadir. Turkiye'nin demokratik gecmisi, tarihi ve cografi 6zellikleri, uluslararasi iliskilerde
stratejik bir avantaj saglamak i¢in kullanilmaktadir. Tiirkiye, sosyal ve kultiirel degerlerini dis
politikalarinda etkin bir sekilde kullanarak uluslararasi is birligini giiclendirmeyi hedeflemektedir.
Tiirkiye’nin olumlu bir imaj olusturma ¢abalarinda adalet, mesruiyet, katilimc esitlik, seffaflik, hesap
verebilirlik, farkliliklara saygi, erdemli bir toplum anlayisi, dini 6zgiirliik, insan onurunun korunmasi ve
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anayasa cercevesinde temel hak ve ozgiirliikklerin giivence altina alinmasi gibi ilkeler 6n plandadir
(Kalin, 2011, ss. 18-19). Egitim diplomasisi, farkl kiiltiirlere sahip tilkelerin halklar1 arasinda iletisim ve
anlayis gelistirmeyi amaglamaktadir. Tiirkiye Maarif Vakfi, kar elde etmeyen ve topluma fayda saglama
amaciyla faaliyet gosteren bir kurulustur. Vakif, her diizeyde egitim hizmeti sunarak okul dncesinden
yliksekogretime kadar cesitli egitim seviyelerinde etkinliklerde bulunmayi hedeflemektedir. Egitim,
Ogretim, burs, yayincilik, destek hizmetleri ve barinma gibi alanlarda pek ¢ok proje ylriitmektedir.
Vakfin temel amaci, insanlik i¢in baris ve huzur saglamak adina egitimli ve erdemli bireyler yetistiren
lider bir kurum olmay1 hedeflerken, misyonu ise diinya ¢apinda insanligin ortak kiiltiirel birikimi ve
Anadolu’nun zengin mirasi 1s18inda kapsamli egitim programlar1 diizenlemektedir. Vakfi'nin diinya
genelinde yayilmasi, kiiltiirel tanitim faaliyetleri ve kiiltiirel 6grenme kopriilerinin kurulmasina énctiliik
etmektedir (Kaplan, Cimen & Balci, 2022, s. 126). Ancak, Tayland'da Tiirkiye Maarif Vakfi en 6nde gelen
kurulus olmayabilir, fakat Tirkiye'nin Tayland'daki temsilcileri arasinda dogrudan devlet destekli
kuruluslar olarak Tiirk Biiyiikel¢iligi, Yunus Emre Enstitiisii, IHH ve TIKA 6éne ¢ikmaktadir. Diger bir
bakis agisiyla, Tiirkiye’nin yumusak gii¢ stratejileri sadece kiiltiirel alanla sinirli kalmamaktadir. Ayni
zamanda, siyasi degerler ve insani diplomasi ¢ercevesinde de etkin bir sekilde uygulanmaktadir.
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devleti, basta Tiirk Is Birligi ve Koordinasyon Ajansi Baskanhig1 (TIKA) olmak
tizere, AFAD, Kizilay, Diyanet Isleri Baskanlhig1 ve Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi aracihgiyla insani diplomasi
uygulamalarini basariyla siirdiirmekte ve bu stratejileri diinya genelinde, sadece Tayland ile degil,
bir¢ok iilkeyle de etkilesimde kullanmaktadir (Cumhurbaskanhg iletisim Baskanhigi, 2022).

Bu kuruluslar, Tirkiye'nin Tayland'daki temsilcileri olarak 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Ayni zamanda,
Taylandli 6grencilere sunulan en iyi firsatlar ve kopriiler arasinda c¢esitli kurumlar aracilifiyla saglanan
egitim imkanlar1 yer almaktadir. Ozellikle, Yurtdis1 Tiirkler ve Akraba Topluluklar Baskanhg (YTB)
tarafindan verilen Tirkiye Burslar1 ve Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi tarafindan sunulan Diyanet Burslar,
Taylandh 68renciler arasinda en ¢ok ilgi géren burslardir.

Turkiye Burslari, Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin uluslararasi 6grencilere yonelik sundugu kamu kaynakl
yluksekogrenim burs programidir. 2012 yilinda "Tirkiye Burslar” adiyla markalasan bu program,
40.000 bagvuru alirken, 2024 y1ili itibariyla 170 iilkeden 121.000 basvuruya ulasmistir. Tiirkiye Burslari,
diinyanin en kapsamli burs programi olarak kabul edilmekte olup, 6grencilere liniversite yerlestirme,
aylik burs, saglik sigortasi, barinma, Tiirkge dil kursu, ucak bileti ve kiiltiirel programlar gibi bircok
imkan sunmaktadir. Bu burslardan yararlanan 6grenciler, Tiirkiye'nin en prestijli iniversitelerinde
egitim alirken, ayni zamanda Tiirkiye ile diger iilkeler arasindaki is birliginin giiclenmesine katki
saglamaktadir (Tiirkiye Burslari, 2024).

Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi, egitim ve kiiltiir alaninda faaliyet gostererek burs programlariyla 300.000’i askin
ogrenciye destek saglamistir. Vakif, 44.130 68renciye egitim imkani sunarken, burs, barinma, ulasim ve
egitim giderlerini karsilamakta; dil ve mesleki kurslar ile kiiltiirel etkinlikler diizenlemektedir. 2006’da
baslatilan Uluslararasi ilahiyat Programu ile islam cografyasindan gelen 6grencilere lisans ve lisansiistii
egitim imkani saglanmaktadir. 2011’den itibaren diizenli hale gelen egitim burslari, bagiscilar sayesinde
her yil artmaktadir. Tiirkiye'deki uluslararasi burs ve destek programlar1 kapsaminda, 114 iilkeden
3,346 6grenci egitim gérmekte olup, bugiine kadar toplam 10,997 68renci mezun olmustur. Uluslararasi
Anadolu Imam Hatip Lisesi Programi’'nda 1,511 6grenci egitim alirken, 3,373 mezun verilmistir.
Uluslararas: Ilahiyat Programi'nda 415 6grenci 6grenim gérmekte ve 1,185 mezun bulunmaktadir.
Uluslararas: Ilahiyat Lisans Programi’nda 516 ogrenci egitim alirken, 1,264 mezun verilmistir.
Uluslararas: ilahiyat Lisansiistii Programi’'nda ise 115 égrenci egitim gormekte olup, 384 mezun
bulunmaktadir. Diger programlar ve projelerle birlikte toplamda 3,653 6grenci mezun olmustur
(Turkiye Diyanet Vakfi, 2025).

Tiirkiye'nin degerleri ve dis politika yaklasimlarinin bir diger boyutunda, tilkenin islami kimligi ve zor
durumda olanlara yardim etme anlayisi dikkat cekmektedir. Bu durum, hem Tiirkiye'nin hem de Tiirk
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halkinin Islami degerlerini yansitmaktadir. Uluslararasi 6grencilerin akademik ve sosyal yasamlarinda
karsilastiklar1 sorunlara yonelik yapilan bir arastirma, Tiirkiye'deki uluslararasi 6grencilerin dini
yasamlarini slirdiirebilme agisindan biiyiik bir kisminin dini inanglarini rahatga yasayabildigi, ancak
%15,8'inin ibadethaneye erisimle ilgili sorunlar yasadigi ve %15,2'sinin inanglarini serbestce
yasamakta giicliik cektigi tespit edilmistir. Ayrica, dini inan¢larina dayali ayrimcilik yasadigini diisiinen
ogrencilerin orani1 %17,7 olarak belirlenmistir. Bu bulgular, 6zellikle Tiirkiye'nin Miisliiman niifusunun
yogunlugu nedeniyle uluslararasi1 6grencilerin dini inanclarin1 rahat¢a yasayabildikleri bir ortam
sundugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Dini inang, uluslararasi 6grenci hareketliliginde 6nemli bir karar verme
unsuru olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir (Topal & Tauscher, 2020). Sakarya ilinde 68renim goren uluslararasi
ogrencilerin deneyimlerini ve Tirkiye'yi tercih etme nedenlerini ele alan arastirmalar, Tiirkiye'nin
Islami kimligi ile egitim kalitesinin 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'yi tercih etmelerindeki en 6nemli faktérlerden
biri oldugunu gostermektedir (Giindiiz, 2023, s. 50). Uluslararasi dgrencilerin Tiirkiye'yi tercih etme
nedenlerini ele alan bir diger arastirma, 6grencilerin Turkiye'ye sadece burs imkanlarindan dolay:
gelmediklerini, ayn1 zamanda Tiirkiye'deki egitimin kalitesine ve mezun olduktan sonra iyi bir is bulma
firsatina yonelik beklentileri oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir (Aras & Mohammed, 2018, s. 9). Bu
baglamda, Taylandl1 6grencilerin de benzer goriislere sahip olup olmadigini incelemek oldukga ilgi
cekici bir konu olarak éne ¢ikmaktadir (Ozensel, 2014, s. 15). Halat Kiiltiir modeli, Ertan Ozensel
tarafindan ortaya konulan, milletlerin tarihi kokenlerinden gelen ortak degerler ve inang sistemleri
etrafinda sekillenen birlikteliklerine vurgu yaparak, tek yonlii insan tasavvurunu elestirmektedir. Bu
baglamda, modernlesme siirecinin dayattifi homojen yapilar1 reddeder ve toplumlarin kiiltiirel
cesitliligini koruyarak gelisebilecegini savunur. Halat Kiiltiir modeli Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'ye
yonelimlerini analiz etmek i¢in uygun bir ¢erceve sunar. Bu model, bireysel olarak farkli olan kiiltiirel
unsurlarin nasil bir araya gelerek giiclii bir biitliin olusturdugunu vurguladigindan, Taylandl
ogrencilerin Tirkiye’'deki egitim siireci ve topluma entegrasyonlari da bu modelin temel dinamikleriyle
aciklanabilir. Islam ve Osmanl miras;, Taylandli &grencilerin Tiirkiye’de kendilerini yalniz
hissetmemelerini saglarken, kiiltiirel aidiyet duygularini da pekistiren bir rol oynamaktadir.

Tiirk akademik hayatini tercih eden 6grencilerin bu karari, yumusak gii¢ cergevesinde ele alindiginda,
Tiirkiye’'nin basarili bir sekilde sundugu bir "Cekme Sebebi" olarak degerlendirilebilir. Everett Lee'nin
"Itme-Cekme Kavrami" perspektifinden bakildiginda, bu siire¢c hem yasanilan yerin hem de gidilecek
yerin itici ve cekici faktorlerini icermektedir. Bu kavram, itici ve ¢ekici unsurlarin bir araya gelerek
biitlinciil bir yapiy1 olusturdugunu ifade etmektedir (Caglayan, 2006). Bu calisma, hem yumusak gii¢
etkilerini hem de Taylandli o6grencilerin Tiirkiye'ye yonelik go¢ hareketlerini incelemeyi
amaglamaktadir. Ozellikle, 6grencilerin go¢ kararlarinda etkili olan cekici (¢cekme) ve itici (itme)
faktorlerin analizi, iki tllke arasindaki iliskilerin ¢ok boyutlu bir sekilde anlasilmasina katki
saglayacaktir. Bu yaklasim, Tiirkiye ile Tayland arasindaki baglarin diplomatik, kiiltiirel ve akademik
boyutlarin1 daha derinlemesine inceleme imkani sunacaktir.

Taylandli 6grencilerin biiyiik bir ¢ogunlugu Tiurkiye'ye Tiirkiye Burslar1 sayesinde gelme firsati
bulmustur (Yal¢in, 2023, s. 17). Tirkiye Burslari'nin temel amaci, basarili 6grencilere firsat esitligi
sunarak uluslararasi standartlarda burslu egitim imkani saglamaktir. Bu burslarin hedeflerinden biri de
Turkiye ile diger iilkeler arasindaki is birligini gliclendirmek ve akademiden sanata, ekonomiden
edebiyata, teknolojiden mimariye kadar genis bir yelpazede bolgesel ve kiiresel kalkinmaya katkida
bulunmaktir (Tiirkiye Burslari, 2024). Tiirkiye Burslari'nin belirgin hedefleri, Tiirkiye'de egitim almak
isteyen Taylandli 68renciler arasinda biiyiik bir ilgi ve farkindalik yaratmaktadir. Tlirkiye'de hem resmi
devlet kurumlar1 hem de 6zel kuruluslar, 6zellikle egitim alaninda yumusak gii¢ kullanimi konusunda
destek saglamaktadir (Biiyiikgoze, 2016, s. 45). Bu faktorlerin tamami, Taylandli 6grencilerin
Tiirkiye'de egitim gérmeye olan ilgisini artirmada énemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Bu faktorler géz dniine
alindiginda, egitim davetini kabul eden ve Tiirkiye'ye gelen Taylandli 6grencilerin, oldukea farkl bir
kiiltlire sahip olduklar icin Tiirkiye toplumuna nasil entegre olacaklar1 merak konusudur. Tiirkiye'de
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uluslararasi 6grencilerin karsilastigi en biiytik zorluklardan biri dil engelidir (Musaoglu, 2016, s. 14). Bu
nedenle, Taylandli 6grenciler arasinda hangi zorluklarin ve giicliiklerin yasandigini incelemek
onemlidir.

Mevcut akademik ¢alismalar ve dnceki arastirmalar incelendiginde, Tiirkiye’nin yumusak giiciiniin
Taylandli 68rencilerin egitim icin Tiirkiye'yi tercih etmelerindeki roliine dair sinirli sayida calisma
oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu alanda yapilan arastirmalar yalmzca birka¢ makaleden ibarettir.
"Opportunities and Challenges for Thailand-Tiirkiye Relations" baslikli bir arastirma makalesinde
yapilan incelemeye gore, Tiirkiye'nin dis politikasinin temeli, ekonomik igbirligi ve insani diplomasiye
dayanmaktadir. Tiirkiye, diger ilkelerle isbirligini tesvik etmek icin ¢esitli isbirligi mekanizmalari
olusturmus ve bu isbirligi siyaset, ekonomi, toplum ve ortak bilgi ile teknoloji gelisimi alanlarinda
sekillenmektedir (Sattar, Koma & Plaipon, 2023, s. 8). Bir diger 6nemli ¢alisma ise "Perceptions of Thais
Toward Turkish Foreign Policies Through the Soft Power 30" adli arastirma makalesinde, Taylandlilarin
egitim alanindaki yumusak giicle ilgili tutumlar1 6zetlenmistir. Tiirkiye'nin yabanci 6grencilere sundugu
burslar, Tiirkiye'nin olumlu bir imajin1 giiclendirmeye yardimci olmaktadir. Tiirkiye, egitim alaninda
oldukca ilgi ¢ekici bir tilke olarak 6ne ¢ikmakta ve egitim sistemi, diger bircok iilkeyle rekabet edebilecek
diizeyde yeterli potansiyele sahiptir. Sonu¢ olarak, Tiirkiye'nin egitim alanindaki olumlu imajj,
arastirma katilimcilan tarafindan vurgulanmistir (Sattar, Koma & Plaipon, 2021, s. 75). Bu
calismalardan yola ¢ikarak Turkiye’de yasayan Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'de egitim aldiktan sonra
topluma entegrasyon slireclerinin zorluklar1 ve karsilasilan engellerin incelenmesi gereklidir. Bu
baglamda, s6z konusu konular1 ele almay1 amaglayan bir arastirma yapilmasi 6nemlidir. Bu makalenin
amaci, Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'de egitim almaya karar verme siireclerinde hangi faktorlerin etkili
oldugunu ve bu kararlarda Tiirkiye'nin yumusak gii¢ stratejilerinin roliinii incelemektir. Ayrica,
Taylandl 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'deki egitimleri sirasinda yasadiklari entegrasyon deneyimlerini ve bu
slirecte karsilastiklari zorluklari degerlendirmeyi hedeflemektedir.

Tirkiye'nin hem kamu hem de 6zel kurumlarinin politika gelistirme konusunda ve Tayland-Ttrkiye
iliskilerini daha da gelistirmek amaciyla énemli katkilar sunacaktir. Bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye'nin uluslararasi
egitimdeki roliinii ve Taylandli 6grencilerin entegrasyon siireclerini daha iyi anlamaya yardimci olacak,
bu alanda politika gelistirilmesine destek saglayacaktir. Ayrica, Tiirkiye'nin kamu diplomasisinin
uluslararasi iliskilerde yeni perspektifler olusturmadaki etkisini analiz ederek literatiire yeni bir bakis
acist kazandiracaktir. Bu g¢alisma, ii¢ temel boyutu ele almaktadir: Taylandl 6grencilerin Tirkiye'de
egitim almaya karar verme siireglerinde hangi faktorlerin etkili oldugunu, Tiirkiye'nin yumusak gii¢
stratejileri ve kiiltiirel diplomasisinin bu kararlari nasil etkiledigini ve Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'de
egitim gordiikten sonra nasil bir entegrasyon deneyimlerini analiz etmektedir. Bu basliklar, makalenin
bulgular kisminda detayl sekilde ele alinacaktir.

2. Yontem

Bu makalede, nitel arastirma yontemi kullanmistir. Nitel arastirma, katilimcilarin deneyimlerini,
algilarini ve goriislerini derinlemesine anlamaya yonelik bir yaklasim sunarak daha kapsamli ve anlamli
sonuglar elde edilmesini saglar (Phunthai, 2022). Arastirmanin katilimcilarini, Tiirkiye'de egitim géren
10 Taylandli 6grenci olusturmaktadir. Katilimcilar, 19-26 yas araliginda olup, hem lisans hem de
lisansiistii egitim goren Ogrencilerdir. Katilimcilar, Tirkiye'de egitim alma kararlarini etkileyen
faktorler hakkinda derinlemesine goriismelere katilmistir. Arastirmada, Tiirkiye'de egitim alma
kararin etkileyen faktorler ele alinmistir. Ayrica, Tiirkiye'nin yumusak gii¢ stratejilerinin bu kararlar
lizerindeki etkisi incelenmistir. Ogrencilerin entegrasyon deneyimleri de arastirmanin odak
noktalarindan biridir. Veri toplama siirecinde, katilimcilarla yapilan derinlemesine miilakatlar
kullanilmistir. Bu miilakatlar, katilimcilarin deneyim ve algilarin1 anlamaya yonelik sorularla
gerceklestirilmistir. Derinlemesine goriisme, nitel arastirmalarda yaygin olarak basvurulan bir veri
toplama yontemidir (Uslu & Demir, 2023). Derinlemesine miilakatlar, katihmcilarin duygusal ve bilissel
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tepkilerini ortaya koyarak, konuya dair daha derinlemesine bilgi edinmeyi amacglamaktadir. Bu
yaklasim, katilimcilarin yasadiklari olaylar1 ve bu olaylara verdikleri anlamlar1 daha derinlemesine
anlamaya imkan verir, boylece arastirmaciya zengin, ayrintili veriler sunar (Joungtrakul et al., 2021).
Elde edilen nitel veriler, icerik analizi yontemi ile analiz edilmistir. Igerik analizi, yazilardaki ana
temalarin ve kaliplarin ¢ikarilmasinda yaygin olarak kullanilan bir nitel analiz ydntemidir. Bu yontem,
katilimcilarin verdigi yanitlardaki ana temalarin ve kaliplarin belirlenmesine yardimci olmus, boylece
arastirma konusundaki anahtar faktorler daha acik bir sekilde ortaya konmustur (Pinthapataya, 2023)
Bu analiz yontemi, 6grencilerin egitim alma kararlarini etkileyen unsurlar, Tiirkiye'nin yumusak gii¢
stratejileri ve kamu diplomasisinin etkisi, ayrica entegrasyon deneyimleri gibi konularda 6énemli bilgiler
sunmaktadir.

3. Bulgular
3.1. Katilimcilarin sosyo-demografik profili

Bu arastirma kapsaminda toplam 10 dgrenci derinlemesine goériismeye katilmistir. Katilimcilara ait
veriler; yas, Tiirkiye'ye gelmeden once ikamet ettikleri sehir, Tiirkiye'ye gelis yillari, aldiklari burs tiirii
ve Turkiye’de ikamet ettikleri sehir gibi demografik bilgileri icermektedir. Katiimcilara iliskin detayh
bilgiler asagidaki tabloda sunulmustur.

Tablo 1

Katilimci Ogrencilerin Demografik Ozellikleri

Katillmca Cinsiyet Yas Tiirkiye'ye Burs Tirkiye’de Tayland’da Egitim  Okudugu

Geldigi Yil Tiiri ikamet Yasadigi Diizeyi Universite
Ettigi Sehir Bolge
K1 E 24 2016 YTB Sakarya Bangkok Lise, Sakarya
Lisans  Universitesi
(Lisans)
K2 E 22 2018 YTB Kayseri Yala Lise, Erciyes
Lisans  Universitesi
(Lisans)
K3 E 22 2018 YTB Konya Pattani Lise, KTO
Lisans Karatay
Universitesi
(Lisans)
K4 E 25 2019 Kendi [stanbul Pattani Lisans [stanbul
imkan Sabahattin
Zaim
Universitesi
K5 E 24 2021 Vakaf [stanbul Pattani Lisans [stanbul
Burslari Sabahattin
Zaim
Universitesi
K6 E 20 2023 YTB Sakarya Yala Lisans Sakarya
Universitesi
K7 E 21 2017 Kendi [stanbul Chonburi Lise, Marmara
imkan Lisans  Universitesi
(Lisans)
K8 E 21 2022 Kendi Istanbul Phatthalung Lisans FSM Vakif
imkani Universitesi
K9 K 23 2021 Vakaf [stanbul Pattani Lisans [stanbul
Burslari Sabahattin
Zaim
Universitesi
K10 K 22 2021 Vakaf [stanbul Yala Lisans [stanbul
Burslari Sabahattin
Zaim
Universitesi
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Bu arastirmada, Tiirkiye’de 6grenim goren 10 Taylandli 68renciyle derinlemesine goriismeler
gerceklestirilmistir. Gortismelerin altis1 yliz yiize, dordii ise ¢evrimici olarak yapilmis olup, her bir
goriisme yaklasik 30 ila 50 dakika stirmiistiir. Katiimcilarin sekizi Tayland'in giiney bolgelerinden, ikisi
ise orta bolgelerinden gelmektedir. Ogrencilerden dérdii Tiirkiye Burslar1 (YTB) kapsaminda egitim
alirken, li¢li kendi imkanlariyla 6grenim gérmekte ve licii de vakif bursundan faydalanmaktadir.
Tayland’in farkli bolgelerinden gelen ve farkli burs tiirlerine sahip 68rencilerle yapilan goriismeler,
arastirmanin daha genis ve cesitli veriler elde etmesine olanak saglamistir.

3.2. Tiirkiye’ye gelmeden dnce Taylandl 6g@rencilerin karar verme siirecleri

Bu arastirma, Tiirkiye'de egitim almay: tercih eden 10 6grencinin karar verme siirecinde etkili olan
faktorleri inceleyerek baslamistir. Elde edilen bulgular, Taylandli 68rencilerin biiylik ¢cogunlugunun
Turkiye'yi tercih etmesinde en Onemli etkenin iilkenin tarihi ve kultiirel mirasi oldugunu
gostermektedir. Bazi 6grenciler, Tiirkiye tarihine duyduklari 6zel ilgi nedeniyle bireysel olarak bu karari
verirken, bazilar ise ailelerinin yonlendirmesiyle Tiirkiye'ye gelmistir. Aileler, Tirkiye'yi tarihsel
baglamda tanidiklar1 ve bildikleri i¢in bu siirecte belirleyici bir rol oynamistir. Bunun yani sira,
Tiirkiye’'nin sundugu egitim firsatlari da 6grencilerin tercihlerini sekillendiren 6nemli unsurlar arasinda
yer almaktadir. Ozellikle baz1 6grenciler igin Tiirkiye'deki burs imkanlari, bu karar1 vermelerinde
belirleyici bir faktor olmustur. Bu baglamda, Tiirkiye'nin kiiltiir ve tarih a¢isindan biiyiik bir yumusak
giic etkisine sahip oldugu soylenebilir. Baz1 6grenciler, Osmanl tarihine olan ilgilerinden ve Tiirkiye'yi
gorme isteklerinden bahsetmektedir. Bu durum, Taylandh Miisliiman égrencilerin Tiirkiye’yi Islam
diinyasinin 6nemli bir merkezi olarak degerlendirmelerinin karar alma siireclerinde etkili olabilecegini
gostermektedir. Katilimci 2 ve 6 buna 6rnek olarak su ifadeleri kullanmistir:

“Ttirkiye'de egitim alma kararima gelince, cocuklugumdan beri Tayland'da Medrese sisteminde
biiyiidiim ve egitim aldim. Kiiciikliigiimden beri Osmanli tarihini 6grenerek biiyiimek, benim igin
biiytik bir tutku haline geldi ve Osmanli'nin bugiinkii hali olan Tiirkiye'yi gérmek icin biiytik bir
hayalim oldu. Beni bu noktaya getiren en 6nemli seylerden biri ise Tiirkiye Burslari sayesinde bu
firsati elde etmis olmamdir” (K2).

“Tiirkiye'ye gelmek istememin nedeni, Osmanli'dan kalan mirasi daha yakindan 6ziimsemek ve
burada Islam'in varligim gérmek. Tiirkiye, benim icin bir hayal, hatta Mekke'de Hac yapmak
disinda ulasmay! arzu ettigim bir yer” (K6).

Baska bir 6rnek olarak, arastirma bulgularindan birinde, 6grencinin Tiirkiye’'ye gelme kararinin, ailenin
etkisiyle sekillendigi goriilmektedir. Bu durum, ailelerin Tiirkiye hakkinda sahip olduklar1 bilgi ve
yonlendirmelerinin karar alma siirecinde belirleyici bir rol oynadigini ortaya koymaktadir. Katilimci
1'in 6rneginde oldugu gibi, 6grenci kisisel istegi veya plani olmadan, annesinin Tirkiye ile baglantili
okullar ve tarih hakkindaki bilgisiyle, Tiirkiye’de egitim alma kararini vermistir. Bu, ailenin egitim
tercihlerindeki etkisini vurgulamakta ve ebeveynlerin c¢ocuklarinin akademik yollarin1 nasil
yonlendirebilecegini gostermektedir. Katiimci 1 buna 6rnek olarak su ifadeleri kullanmistir:

"Tiirkiye hakkinda hi¢bir bilgim yoktu ve burada egitim almayi da hi¢ planlamamistim. Ancak
annem, Tiirkiye ile baglantili okullar ve iilkenin tarihi hakkinda her zaman bilgi sahibiydi. Bir giin,
annem beni Tiirkiye ile iligkili bir okula yénlendirdi ve bu durum, lise egitimime Tiirkiye’de devam
etme karari almamda etkili oldu” (K1).

Arastirmanin bir diger 6nemli bulgusuna gore; Taylandl 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'ye egitim almak icin
gelme kararlarinda biiyiik bir rol oynayan faktor burs imkanlaridir. Tirkiye Yiksekogretim Kurulu
(YOK) tarafindan olusturulan "Study in Tiirkiye" platformu, Tiirkiye'nin yiiksekdgretim sistemini
uluslararasi 6grencilere tanitmak ve Tiirkiye'yi cazip bir egitim destinasyonu haline getirmek amaciyla
gelistirilmistir. Bu platform, Turkiye’'nin uluslararasi egitimde bir marka olmasini destekleyen énemli
bir ara¢ olarak hem burslu hem de kendi imkanlariyla egitim almak isteyen 6grenciler i¢cin kapsaml bir
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bilgi kaynagidir. Tirkiye'nin kiiresel akademik cekiciligini artirarak, devlet bursu programlarinin
basarisini desteklemekte ve bireysel finansmanla egitim almak isteyen uluslararasi 6grenciler icin ideal
bir alternatif sunmaktadir (Yiksekogretim Kurulu, 2025, s. 22). Tiirkiye’deki Taylandli 6grencilerin
cogunlugu, Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti hiikiimetinin sundugu Tiirkiye Burslar1 (YTB) araciligiyla burada
egitim alma firsati bulmaktadir. Bu arastirma kapsaminda gerceklestirilen miilakatlar sonucunda,
Turkiye’'nin tarihi ve kiiltlrel zenginliginin, Taylandl1 68renciler icin en dikkat cekici ve etkileyici
faktorlerden biri oldugu tespit edilmistir. Bu tiir egitim firsatlarinin varligi, Tayland’daki 6grencilerin
Tiirkiye’de egitim alma konusundaki ilgilerini artirmakta 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Tirkiye
Cumhuriyeti hiikiimetinin burslarindan faydalanamayan bazi 6grenciler, 6zel sektor kuruluslarindan
burs firsatlar1 aramak icin biiylik bir caba gostermektedir. Diger bir grup 6grenci ise, kendi mali
kaynaklarini kullanarak Tiirkiye’de egitim almak icin gerekli olan finansmani saglamayi tercih
etmektedir. Tiirkiye Burslar1 kazanan katilimci 3 buna 6rnek olarak su ifadeleri kullanmistir:

"Yurt disinda egitim almak her zaman biiyiik bir hayalim olmustur ¢iinkii ailem ¢ocuklugumdan
itibaren farkl tilkelerde seyahat etmigti. Yurt disinda dogmus ve Tayland'da biiyiimiis olmam, bu
istegimi daha da pekistirdi. Tiirkiye Burslari'nin burs programinin varligini 6grendigimde, firsati
degerlendirmek icin hemen basvurdum. Burs kazandigimi égrendigimde, hayatimin énemli bir
adimini basariyla gergeklestirdigim igin biiyiik bir memnuniyet duydugumu ifade edebilirim" (K3).

YTB burslarini kazanamayanlar, diger burs imkanlarini arastirarak Tiirkiye’deki egitim kurumlarinin
sundugu cesitli burslar ile Tiirkiye’ye gelmisler, Tiirkiye'nin burs firsatlarini yurtdisinda egitim almak
icin 6nemli bir firsat olarak degerlendirmis ve bu firsatlardan yararlanarak Tiirkiye'de egitim alma
karar1 almislardir. Tirkiye'nin sundugu burslar yalnzca finansal destek saglamakla kalmamis, ayni
zamanda egitim ve kiiltiirel anlamda da biiyiik bir cazibe olusturmustur. Bu durum, Turkiye'nin diinya
capindaki egitim firsatlarin1 tanitmasi ve 6grencilere sundugu imkanlarla yurtdisinda egitim almay1
isteyen 6grenciler icin etkili bir secenek haline geldigini gostermektedir. Katilimci 5 ve Katilimc1 9 buna
ornek olarak su ifadeleri kullanmistir:

“Tiirkiye'de egitim almak icin biiyiik bir ilgi ve istek duyuyordum. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti
hiikiimetinin bursuna basvurdum, ancak bursu kazanamadim. Bunun lizerine farkl firsatlar
arastirarak, sonunda egitim aldigim tiniversitenin sundugu 6zel bir bursu kazandim” (K5).

“Tiirkiye’'de egitim almak konusunda biiytik bir ilgi ve istek duyuyordum. Tiirkiye Burslari’na
basvurdum, ancak bursu kazanamadim. Bunun lizerine farkli burs firsatlarini arastirarak,
sonunda egitim aldigim tiniversitenin sundugu 6zel bir bursu kazandim” (K9).

Taylandli 68rencilerin Tiirkiye'de egitim alma kararlarini etkileyen bir diger énemli faktor, Tiirkiye'nin
Tayland’daki ¢esitli roliidiir. Bu kurumlar, tarih ve kiiltlir hakkinda bilgi saglamanin yani sira, egitim
firsatlarini tanitarak iki iilke arasindaki iliskilerin giiclenmesine katki saglamaktadir. Ogrencilerin ¢ogu,
Tiirkiye'yi IHH Insani Yardim Vakfi, Diyanet Vakfi, Yunus Emre Enstitiisii ve Tiirk Isbirligi ve
Koordinasyon Ajans1 Bagkanhgi (TIKA) gibi énemli kurumlar araciligiyla tanimaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin
kiltiirel ve tarihsel mirasi, Osmanl tarihine olan ilgi ve Tiirkiye'nin yardimseverligi gibi faktorler,
Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'ye gitme kararlarinda belirleyicidir. Bu kurumlarin etkisi, iki tlke
arasindaki koprii gorevini istlenerek, Katilimcir 4’iin bu iligkilerin giiclenmesine katki saglamak
istemesine neden olmustur. Bu durumu 6rnek olarak su ifadelerle aciklamistir:

“Ben kéydeki cocuklardan biriyim. Kéytimiiz, erisim acisindan ¢cok gelismis bir koy degil. Ancak, her
yil [HH tarafindan diizenlenen bayram kutlamalarinda, caminin merkezinde yesil kiyafetler giymis
bir grup insan gériirdiim. Uzerlerinde IHH yaziyordu ve bu grup, kdyiimiizdeki insanlara sigir
dagitimi ve yardimi yapiyordu. Bu insanlarin Tiirk oldugunu égrendigimde, Tiirkiye'nin
yardimseverligini ve destegini tanidim. Bu nedenle, Tiirkiye ve kéyiim arasinda iyi bir isbirligi
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képriisii olmak icin kendime s6z verdim. EGer bana firsat verilirse, iki tilke arasindaki bu isbirligine
katkida bulunmak istiyorum” (K4).

Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'de egitim almak i¢in karar verme siireglerinde etkili olan ¢esitli faktorleri
ortaya koymaktadir. Makalenin bir sonraki béliimiinde ise Tiirkiye'nin politikalar1 ve yumusak gii¢
etkisinin stratejileri ele alinmistir. Bu b6liimde, Tiirkiye'nin Taylandli 68rencileri Tiirkiye'de egitim
almaya cekmek i¢in kullandig1 yontemler ve etkili araglar tartisilmistir.

3.3. Tiirkiye’'nin yumusak gii¢ stratejilerinin rolii

Giintimiizde Tayland ve Tiirkiye arasinda ¢ok iyi bir iliski bulunmaktadir, bu iliski hem devlet hem de
0zel sektor ve toplumsal diizeyde dnemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Bu olumlu iligkilerin bir sonucu olarak,
Tiirkiye, yabanci 6grencilere egitim firsatlar1 sunma politikalar1 dogrultusunda Taylandli 6grencileri de
davet etmektedir. Ayrica, Joseph Nye tarafindan 6ne stiriilen yumusak gii¢ unsurlarindan siyasi degerler
ve dis politika da bu stirecte 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye'nin Taylandli 6grencilere
yonelik yumusak gili¢ stratejilerinin etkisini inceleyerek, bu 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'de egitim alma
kararlarini nasil sekillendirdigini ortaya koymayi hedeflemektedir.

Arastirma bulgularina gore, Tiirkiye'yi tercih eden Taylandli Miisliiman 68rencilerin ¢ogu, Turkiye'yi
uzun bir Islam tarihi ve kiiltiirii olan bir iilke olarak gérmekte ve bu durum, égrencilerin Tiirkiye'yi
egitim almak icin se¢cmelerinde énemli bir etken olmaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin Islam kiiltiirii ve tarihsel
mirasi, Taylandli Ogrencilerin burada egitim alma konusunda kendilerini rahat hissetmelerini
saglamaktadir. Tirkiye'nin yumusak gilic unsurlar1 acisindan degerlendirildiginde, tilkenin kiiltiirel
zenginligi ve bunu uluslararasi arenada etkin bir sekilde kullanma stratejisi 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Tiirkiye,
kiltiirtini farkh araglar aracilifiyla yaymayi basarmis ve bu siirecte dil, insan etkilesimi ve egitim
burslar1 gibi unsurlar1 etkili bir sekilde kullanmistir. Bu unsurlarin bir¢cogu Tayland’da da
gozlemlenmekte olup, Tirkiye’den gelen kurum ve kuruluslarin yam sira Tirkiye'de egitim goren
Taylandli 6grenciler aracihgiyla da yayilmaktadir. Ote yandan, Tiirkiye’nin siyasi degerleri ve dis
politika tercihleri de Taylandli 6grencilerin egitim tercihlerinde etkili bir faktor olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.
Tiirkiye'ye egitim i¢in gelen 6grencilerin biiyiik bir kismi Taylandli Miisliimanlardan olusmakta olup,
Tiirkiye'nin insan haklarina verdigi onem, mazlum toplumlara yonelik destek politikalar1 ve
Cumhurbaskanr’nin bu konulardaki tutumu, Tiirkiye’'nin islami degerleri 6n planda tutan yaklagimini
yansitmaktadir. Bu durum, Taylandli Miisliiman 6grenciler lizerinde dogrudan bir etki yaratarak
Tiirkiye'yi egitim icin cazip bir destinasyon haline getirmektedir. Tiirkiye’nin Taylandli 6grencilere
yonelik politikalarim1 degerlendirdigimizde, insani yardim kuruluslar1 ve dini vakiflar aracihigiyla
gerceklestirilen faaliyetlerin 6zellikle Tayland’in giineyindeki Miisliiman topluluklar tizerinde dnemli
bir etkiye sahip oldugu gériilmektedir. Bu baglamda, IHH insani Yardim Vakfi’'nin bélgede aktif rol
listlenmesi, egitim, sosyal yardim ve dini faaliyetler yoluyla Tiirkiye’nin boélgedeki goriintirligiini
artirmakta, ayn1 zamanda iki toplum arasindaki baglan giiclendirmektedir. Ozellikle egitim odakli
projeler ve insani yardimlar, Tiirkiye'nin bolgedeki olumlu imajina katkida bulunarak Taylandl
Miisliimanlar arasinda Tirkiye'ye yonelik ilgiyi artirmaktadir. Bunun yani sira, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi
(TDV)'nin her yil diizenli olarak sagladigi kurban bagislari, dini egitim destekleri ve burs imkanlari,
Taylandli Miisliiman 6grencilerin Tirkiye algisini sekillendiren 6nemli unsurlar arasinda yer
almaktadir. TDV’'nin destekledigi projeler, yalnizca maddi yardim saglamakla kalmayip, Tiirkiye'nin
Islam diinyasindaki dini ve Kkiiltiirel liderlik iddiasin1 da giiclendirmektedir. Ozellikle Taylandh
Miisliiman 6grenciler agisindan degerlendirildiginde, bu tiir faaliyetler Tiirkiye’nin islami kimligini ve
insani yardimlara verdigi 6nemi 6n plana ¢cikarmakta ve Tiirkiye'de egitim alma fikrini daha cazip hale
getirmektedir.

Bu cercevede degerlendirildiginde, IHH ve TDV gibi kuruluslarin faaliyetleri, Tiirkiye'nin Taylandl
Miisliiman 6grenciler tlizerindeki yumusak gilicini artiran onemli faktorlerden biri olarak o6ne
cikmaktadir. Egitim burslari, dini destekler ve insani yardimlar sayesinde Tiirkiye, Tayland’'daki
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Misliiman topluluklar icin yalmzca bir egitim destinasyonu degil, ayn1 zamanda dini ve kiiltiirel
degerleri paylasan bir iilke olarak da algilanmaktadir. Bu durum, Taylandli 6grencilerin Turkiye'yi
tercih etme motivasyonlarini giiclendirirken, Tiirkiye’'nin bolgedeki etkisini ve niifuzunu artiran uzun
vadeli bir strateji olarak degerlendirilebilir. Bu, Tiirkiye'nin Islam kiiltiirii ve degerlerini uluslararasi
diizeyde tesvik etme konusundaki c¢abalarinin 6grenciler iizerinde olumlu bir etki yarattigini
gostermektedir. Ozellikle, Miisliiman 6grenciler icin Tirkiye, Islam kiiltiiriinii ve degerlerini
yasayabilecekleri ve 6grenebilecekleri bir iilke olarak cazip gelmektedir. Katilimci 9'un agiklamalarina
gore, Tiirkiye, Tayland'daki devlet tiniversitelerine kiyasla, Miisliiman 6grenci olarak yasam hakki
saglama konusunda daha elverisli bir ortam sunmaktadir. Ogrenci su sekilde ifade etmistir:

“Kararimi Tiirkiye'de egitim almak icin verirken, Tiirkiye'nin bir Miisliiman ltilkesi olmasinin bana
sagladigi huzur duygusu 6nemli bir etken oldu. Tayland'daki devlet tiniversitesinde egitim alirken,
Miisliiman égrenci sayisinin az olmasindan dolayi, bir Miisltiman kadin olarak bazi haklarimi
savunmak icin ¢aba harcamak zorunda kaldim. Tiirkiye'deki burs firsatlarint égrendikten ve
Tiirkiye'nin bir Miisliiman lilkesi oldugunu bildikten sonra, bu daveti kabul ederek Tiirkiye'de
egitim alma kararini verdim” (K9).

Calismanin bir diger bulgusu, Tiirkiye'nin kiiltiiriiniin yan1 sira, iilkenin siyasi durusu ve dis politikasi
da Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'ye cekilmesinde biiyiik rol oynamaktadir. Arastirma sonuglarina gore,
Tiirkiye Cumhurbaskani Recep Tayyip Erdogan'in liderlik imaji, Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'yi tercih
etmesinde 6nemli bir etkendir. Bu durum, Liderin ulusal ve uluslararasi alandaki etkisinin, 6grenci
alimina nasil yansidigin1 gostermektedir. Tirkiye'nin liderlerinin Taylandli 6grencilerin egitim
kararlarinda belirli bir etkisi oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu faktoriin onemli oldugunu belirtmistir.
Tiirkiye'nin liderlerinin vizyonu, politikalari ve uluslararasi iliskilerdeki tutumu, 6grencilerin Ttrkiye'yi
egitim destinasyonu olarak tercih etmelerinde etkili olmaktadir. Katilimci 7 liderin durusunun 6grenciyi
nasil etkiledigini su sekilde ifade etmistir:

“Tiirkiye'ye gelme kararimin bir diger nedeni, Tiirkiye Cumhurbaskani'nin liderlik gériisti ve
durusudur. Erdogan'in Islam diinyasinda liderlik rolii, net bir siyasi durus sergileyerek Tiirkiye'yi
cazip bir editim destinasyonu haline getirmistir. Bu durum, Tayland'da herkesin Tiirkiye'yi
tanimasina ve burada egitim almak igcin merak uyandirmasina neden olmustur” (K7).

Bir diger bulgu, Tiirkiye'nin yumusak gli¢ stratejilerini inceleyen calismada, 6grencilerin cogunlugunun
Tiirkiye'nin insan haklar1 konusunda énemli bir rol oynadigina inandigidir. Ogrencilerin cogunlugu,
Tiirkiye'nin insan haklar1 konusunda 6nemli bir rol oynadigini diisiinmektedir. Bu yiiksek oran,
Tiirkiye'nin insani yardim ve uluslararasi desteginin Taylandl1 6grencilerin bakis agisinda olumlu bir
yer tuttugunu gostermektedir. Tiirkiye'nin miiltecilere yonelik politikalari, insani yardim faaliyetleri ve
uluslararasi platformlarda insan haklarina verdigi 6nem, Taylandl 68renciler tizerinde olumlu bir etki
yaratmaktadir. Bu, 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'yi insan haklar1 konusunda bilingli ve sorumluluk sahibi bir
tilke olarak gordiiklerini ortaya koymaktadir. Tirkiye'nin insan haklar1 konusundaki tutumunun ve
politikalarinin Taylandli 6grenciler i¢in dnemli bir deger tasidigini gostermektedir. Tiirkiye'yi se¢cme
nedeninin Tiirkiye'nin insani yardim faaliyetleri ve Islami degerlere dayal hareket etmesi oldugunu
belirtmektedir. Tiirkiye'nin bu insani yardim cabalar1 ve Islami degerlerine uygun davramslari,
Tirkiye'nin kiiltiirel diplomasisinin bir yansimasidir. Tiirkiye'nin bu sekilde hareket etmesi, Taylandli
ogrencilerin Tiirkiye'ye olan hayranhigini artirabilir ve iilkenin islami degerleriyle uyum icinde oldugu
algisini giiclendirebilir. Bu da Tirkiye'nin yumusak giliclinlin bir gostergesi olarak degerlendirilebilir,
clinkii tilkenin kiltiirel ve dini degerleri diger iilkeler iizerinde olumlu bir etki yaratir ve Tiirkiye'yi cazip
hale getirir. Bu stratejiyi anlatan Katilimci 3 ve 4 su sekilde ifade etmistir:

“Tiirkiye'ye gelmeden énce, cocuklugumdan beri Osmanli tarihi derslerini égrendigimden dolay1
Tiirkiye'yi taniyordum. Tiirkiye'yi ziyaret etmek ve gérmek, kiiciikliigiimden beri hayallerimden
biriydi. Tiirkiye'nin tarihi, ¢ocuklugumdan beri beni bliylileyen bir tutkuydu. Biiyiidiikce,
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Rohingya'da Miisliiman kardegslerimize yapilan haksizliklar: égrendim ve bu konuda éne cikan
iilkelerden birinin Tiirkiye oldugunu fark ettim. Cografi olarak uzak olmamiza ragmen, Tiirkiye'nin
insan haklari ve adalet konusundaki duyarliligi, bélgedeki birgok tilkeden daha fazlaydi. Bu durum,
Tiirk halkinin neden bu kadar merhametli ve insan odakli oldugunu arastirma istegi uyandirdi
bende” (K3).

“Ttirkiye'yi secme nedenim, Tiirkiye'nin zor durumda olan iilkelere ve insanlara yardim etmedeki
one cikan roliiydii. Bu, Tiirkiye'nin sadece yumugsak giic politikasi izlemedigini, ayni zamanda Ttirk
halkinin Islam dininin gereklerine gére hareket ettigini anlamami sagladi. Bu degerler, Kuran-1
Kerim'de yer alan emirlerdir. Ozellikle Tiirkiye'de insan haklari alaninda calisan insanlarla
tanistigimda, onlarin Allah'in emirlerini yerine getirme konusunda ne kadar idealist ve agik fikirli
olduklarini gérdiim. Bu, Tiirkiye'ye gelmeden énce ve geldikten sonra beni en ¢ok etkileyen ve
hayran birakan sey oldu” (K4).

Diger dikkat ¢eken bulgu da Katilimc1 8, Tiirkiye'nin laiklik anlayisina dair farkli bir bakis agisina sahipti.
Katilimcilar arasinda yalnizca bu kisi, Tlrkiye'nin laiklik politikasini, buraya gelme karari1 alirken bir
cekicilik unsuru olarak gérmiistiir. Bu katilimei, Ttrkiye'deki insanlarla nasil etkilesimde bulunuldugu
ve halkin bu konudaki tutumlarini anlamak amaciyla daha fazla bilgi edinme istegiyle Tiirkiye'yi tercih
etmistir. Bu, onun kendi mali imkam ile Turkiye'ye gelip, iilkeyi daha derinlemesine anlamak
istemesinin temel sebebidir. Katilimci 8 su sekilde ifade etmistir:

“Tarihi her zaman merak etmisimdir ve ézellikle Tiirkiye'ye olan ilgim biiyiiktiir. Ozellikle laiklik
konusu ilgimi ¢ekiyor. Buraya gelme amacim, laikligin ne oldugunu daha yakindan gérmek ve
Tiirkiye'deki halkin bu anlayisa nasil tepki verdigini anlamaktir. Miisliimanlar ve diger dinlere
mensup insanlar arasindaki yasam tarzlari nasil sekilleniyor, bu konuda daha fazla bilgi edinmek
istiyorum. Merakim ve 6grenme istegim, beni Tiirkiye'ye getiren en biiytik itici giic olmustur” (K8).

Bir baska bulgu, Tiirk yumusak giicii baglaminda bilgilere erisimle ilgili olarak, sosyal medyanin en etkili
araclardan biri oldugudur. Sosyal medya, Tiirk hiikiimeti, Bangkok'taki Tiirkiye Biyiikelciligi
Tirkiye'deki Tayland Biiytkelciligi ve Tiirkiye'deki Tayland o6grenci dernekleri gibi kurumlar
tarafindan, Taylandli 6grencilerin Turkiye hakkinda en fazla bilgi edindigi platform olmustur. Bu
kuruluslar, sosyal medyay1 kullanarak, hem Tiirkiye'yi hem de Tayland'i tanitan, topluma faydali bilgiler
ve haberler paylasmakta, bdylece iki tilke halki arasinda daha fazla etkilesim ve anlayis saglamaktadir.
Katilimci 4 ve 10 buna 6rnek olarak su ifadeleri kullanmistir:

“Beni Tiirkiye ile tanistiran yer sinifta degil, sosyal medyadaydi. Sosyal medya, Tiirkiye’nin her yénii
hakkinda, politikadan turizme, kiiltiirden tarihe kadar her tiirlii bilgiyi 6grenmemi sagladi. Ancak
en ¢ok gordiigiim seylerden biri, Instagram’da ¢ok ilgi ceken dondurma satistydi. Bu dondurma
satisi, gercekten ¢ok cekici bir sekilde sunuluyor ve bana Tiirkiye’'nin farkli ve ilging yénlerini
kesfetme istegi uyandirdi” (K10).

“Tiirkiye'ye ve Tiirkiye'deki aktif kuruluslara hayranlik duyuyorum. Facebook'ta Tiirkiye'deki
Taylandli 6grenci gruplarini takip ediyorum ve bir yil boyunca Tiirkiye'nin diizenledigi ve Tayland
Biiyiikelciligi'nin Taylandli 6grencilere sundugu bir¢ok ilging etkinlik gériiyorum. Bu etkinlikler,
Taylandli égrencilere Tiirkiye ile is birligi yapma firsati sunuyor. Bu durumun, benim diplomat
olma hayalim dogrultusunda diplomasi alaninda deneyim kazanmam icin miikemmel bir firsat
oldugunu diisiintiyorum” (K4).

Tiirkiye'nin yumusak gii¢ stratejilerinden biri de Tiirkiye'den mezun olan 6grencilerin ve mezunlarin
cesitli kuruluslarla is birligi icinde oynadig roldiir. Bu bireyler, Tiirkiye’'nin davetini kabul eden ve bu
tilkede egitim gorerek Tiirkiye’yi yakindan taniyan kisilerdir. Egitimlerini tamamladiktan sonra, Ttlrkiye
ile baglantili kuruluslarla is birligi yapmaya acik olmalar dikkat gekicidir. Tiirkiye'de egitim alan
Taylandli 6grencilerin ¢ogunlugu, mezuniyet sonrasi iki iilke arasindaki iliskileri giiclendirecek
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projelerde yer almaya istekli olup, farkli sektérlerde kopri gorevi lstlenmeye hazirdir. Nitekim
Katilimer 6 da Tirkiye'yi, Tiirkiye’de egitim almis bir mezun araciligiyla tamidigini su sozlerle ifade
etmektedir:

“Ttirkiye’yi daha énce hi¢ tanimiyordum; ancak Tiirkiye'de egitim almis bir mezunla tanismam bu
durumu degistirdi. Kendisi, Tayland’daki Tiirkiye Calisma Merkezi’'nin diizenledigi bir tanitim
etkinligine katilmisti. Bu etkinlik, Ttirkiye'yi farkli yénleriyle tanitmayr amagliyordu ve benim de
Tiirkiye’ye olan ilgimi artirdi. Bu siirecte, Tiirkiye'de faaliyet gosteren cesitli kuruluslart daha
yakindan tanima firsati buldum. Dikkatimi ¢eken en énemli nokta, bu kuruluslarin ¢ogunda
Tiirkiye’den mezun olmus Taylandlilarin gérev almasiydi. Bu durum beni daha da motive etti ve
ben de Tiirkiye'de egitim alip mezun olduktan sonra benzer bir katki sunmay1 hedefliyorum” (K6).

Tirkiye’'nin Taylandli 68rencileri Tiirkiye’de egitim almaya tesvik etme siirecinde uyguladig1 yumusak
giic stratejileri iizerine yapilan bu arastirmanin bulgulari, cesitli faktorlerin etkili oldugunu ortaya
koymaktadir. Bu ¢alisma kapsaminda derinlemesine miilakat yapilan 10 katilimcinin sundugu goriisler,
Tiirkiye'nin yumusak giic unsurlarini ve kamu diplomasisi araglarini Tayland’a yo6nelik nasil
kullandigin1 yansitmaktadir. Arastirmanin bir sonraki boéliimi, Tirkiye'de egitim alan Taylandh
Ogrencilerin uyum siireclerini incelemistir.

3.4. Entregrasyon deneyimleri ve karsilasilan zorluklar

Tiirkiye'de egitim goren Taylandli 6grencilerin uyum siireglerine iliskin yapilan arastirmada,
karsilasilan en biiylik zorluklardan birinin Tiirkce oldugu tespit edilmistir. Katilimcilarin ¢ogu, 6zellikle
bir yillik dil hazirlik egitiminin ardindan iiniversiteye gecis siirecinde, Tiirk¢e 6grenmenin en zorlayici
faktorlerden biri oldugunu ifade etmistir. Bu durum, Tayca ve Tirkgenin dil yapilarindaki temel
farkliliklardan  kaynaklanmaktadir ve 0Ogrencilerin akademik hayata uyum saglamasim
giiclestirmektedir. Ote yandan, Taylandli Miisliiman &grenciler icin Tiirkiye’deki sosyal ve kiiltiirel
ortama uyum saglamak gorece daha kolay olmustur. Tiirkiye’deki Miisliiman toplumu, 6g8rencilerin dini
kimliklerini korumalarina ve giinliik yasamlarini stirdiirmelerine olanak taniyan bir yapiya sahiptir.
Ancak, dil konusundaki zorluklarla basa ¢ikma yontemleri bireysel farkliliklar géstermektedir. Bu
baglamda, Katilimc1 7, dil becerilerini gelistirmek ve sosyal uyum siirecini hizlandirmak amaciyla
uluslararas1 6grencilere yonelik faaliyetler diizenleyen cesitli kuruluslarin etkinliklerine katilmay1
tercih ettigini su sekilde ifade etmistir:

"Tiirkiye'de kaldigim siire boyunca, Tiirkceyi bir¢ok Taylandlidan daha iyi konustugumu
diisiintiyorum ve Tiirk toplumunun farkli kesimlerine uyum sagladigimi hissediyorum. Kendimi
gelistirmek ve Tiirk toplumuna uyum saglamak adina tiniversite ve Tiirkiye'deki cesitli kuruluslar
tarafindan diizenlenen etkinliklere aktif olarak katilmaya ézen gésterecegim. Bu tiir etkinliklere
katilim, Tiirk insanini daha yakindan tanimami saglayarak dil becerilerimi gelistirmeme ve
Tiirkiye'nin toplumsal yapisini daha iyi anlamama yardimci olacaktir"(K7).

Taylandh 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'ye uyum siirecine dair yapilan arastirmada, Tiirkiye’nin Islami yapisinin
adaptasyon siirecini kolaylastiran 6énemli bir faktér oldugu gozlemlenmistir. Bazi 6grenciler, dini
yasantinin sinirl oldugu boélgelerde biliyiimiisken, bazilar: ise dini degerlerini korumanin zor oldugu
ortamlarda yetismistir. Tiirkiye, bu baglamda, Taylandh 6grenciler icin Islami kimliklerini 6zgiirce ve
tam anlamiyla yasayabilecekleri bir alan sunmaktadir. Bu durum, 6grencilerin dini pratiklerini
stirdiirmelerini tesvik ederken, ayni zamanda bireysel ozgiirliiklerini de koruyabilmelerine olanak
tanimaktadir. Katilimci 10 buna drnek olarak su ifade vermistir:

“Tiirkiye’de seyahat ederken ibadet mekdnlarina erisim konusunda hichir endise duymuyorum.
Nerede olursam olayim, bir kadin olarak camilere rahatlikla ulasabiliyorum. Tiirkiye'nin Islami
kimligi, buray1 tercih etememde énemli bir etken oldu ve bu sayede burada huzurlu ve konforlu bir
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yasam stirdiirebiliyorum. Dini gerekliliklerimi yerine getirme konusunda herhangi bir zorluk
yasamamak, Tiirkiye’de kendimi daha 6zglir ve giivende hissetmemi sagliyor” (K10).

Her bireyin uyum siireci, yasadigi deneyimler ve cevreye bagh olarak farklhiliklar gostermektedir. Ancak,
tliim katilmcilarin ortak bir sekilde belirttigi zorluk ise dil olmustur, daha 6nce bahsedildigi gibi.
Bununla birlikte, Tlrkiye'nin Miisliiman toplumu ile uyum saglama kolayligi da 6nemli bir faktérdiir. Bu
durum, Tiirk toplumunun 6grencilere gosterdigi sicak ve acik yaklasim sayesinde, Tiirk kiiltiiriine
adapte olmay1 daha kolaylastirmaktadir. Taylandli 6grenciler, genellikle kendi bolgelerindeki
ogrencilere yardimci olan organizasyonlarin diizenledigi etkinliklere katilmayi tercih etmektedirler. Bu
etkinlikler, 6grencilerine dil gelisimlerini destekleyerek, ayni zamanda Tiirkiye'nin kiiltliriinii daha iyi
tanimalarini saglamaktadir. Tim bu sliregler, dgrencilerin Tirk toplumunu daha iyi anlayarak,
egitimlerini tamamlayip Tayland'a geri dondiiklerinde iki Ulke arasindaki iligkilerin daha da
giiclenmesine katki saglamak amaciyla 6nemli bir adim atmalarini saglamaktadir.

4. Sonug

Tiirkiye'deki Taylandli Ogrenciler Dernegi'ne kayith 120 aktif Taylandh 6grenci bulunmaktadir.
Tirkiye'nin ¢esitli sehirlerinden 10 Taylandli 6grenci, derinlemesine miilakat yapmak iizere secilmistir.
Arastirma bulgularina gore, Tiirkiye'ye egitim almak amaciyla gelen Taylandh 6grencilerin karar verme
strecleri, bir dizi kiiltiirel, tarihi ve egitimsel faktoriin birlesiminden etkilenmektedir. Arastirmalar,
Tirkiye'nin tarihl ve kiiltiirel mirasinin Taylandli 6grenciler icin 6nemli bir ¢ekim unsuru
olusturdugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Ozellikle Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun tarihi ve islam diinyasindaki
konumu, Taylandli Miisliiman 6grenciler icin Tiirkiye'yi cazip kilmaktadir. Bu 68renciler, Tiirkiye'yi
tercih ederken, Osmanl ge¢misine olan ilgilerini ve Tiirkiye’deki Islam kiiltiiriinii daha yakindan tanima
isteklerini dile getirmektedirler. Ayrica, ailelerin karar stireglerindeki roli biiytlik bir 6neme sahiptir;
bir¢ok 6grenci, Tilrkiye'ye gelme kararini ailelerinin yonlendirmeleri ve Tiirkiye'ye dair edindikleri
bilgiler dogrultusunda almislardir.

Egitim firsatlari, 6zellikle Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti tarafindan sunulan burslar da Taylandli1 68rencilerin
tercihlerini sekillendiren bir diger 6nemli faktoérdiir. Tiirkiye Burslari, Taylandli 6grenciler igin
Tiirkiye'deki egitim imkanlarin1 cazip hale getiren bir ara¢ olmustur. Burs imkénlarindan
faydalanamayan bazi 6grenciler ise 6zel burslar ve kendi mali kaynaklarini kullanarak Tiirkiye’de egitim
almak i¢in gerekli finansmani saglamaktadirlar. Bir diger Arastirma sonuglarina gore, Tiirkiye Burslari,
Tiirkiye ile etnik ya da akraba iliskisi bulunan iilkelerden daha fazla talep gérmekte, bu da egitim
imkanlarinin yani sira din ve kiiltiir faktorlerinin etkili oldugunu géstermektedir. Tiirkiye'yi tercih eden
ogrenciler, cogunlukla ¢evrelerinden etkilenmis ve din ile kiiltiir 6nemli bir etken olmustur. Uluslararasi
O0grenci miilakatlarinda da, Tiirkiye'nin Miisliiman bir ilke olmasinin cazip bir faktdr oldugu
vurgulanmistir (Ejder, 2019, s. 111). Bu durum, Taylandh o6grenciler i¢in de benzer bir etki
gostermektedir. Tiirkiye’ye egitim icin gelen Taylandli 6grencilerin ¢ogunlugu Miisliimandir. Tirkiye
Burslarr’'nin 6nemli bir rolii olsa da, 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'yi tercih etmesindeki ana ¢ekim giicii hala din
ve kiltiirdir. Turkiye'nin devlet burslari, bu baglamda énemli bir kopri islevi gormektedir. Bunun
yaninda, Tiirkiye'nin Tayland’'daki ¢esitli kiltiirel ve insani yardim kuruluslari, Taylandh 6grenciler
lizerinde 6nemli bir etki yapmustir. IHH, Diyanet Vakfi ve Yunus Emre Enstitiisii gibi kurumlar, Tiirkiye
ile Tayland arasindaki kiltiirel baglari gliclendirmis ve bu baglar, Taylandl 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'ye olan
ilgisini artirmistir. Bu arastirma miilakatlarinin bir sonucu olarak, Tiirkiye Burslari'ndan
faydalanmayan Taylandli 6grenciler arasinda da benzer bir durum gézlemlenmistir. Tiirkiye Burslari,
Taylandli 68rencileri cezbetmede 6nemli bir rol oynamasina ragmen, bazi 6grenciler bu firsat1 goz ardi
ederek Tiirkiye'de egitim almak icin alternatif yollar aramislardir.

Tiirkiye'nin yumusak gii¢ stratejileri, Taylandli 68rencilerin Tiirkiye'yi tercih etmelerinde belirleyici
olmustur. Bu stratejiler arasinda, Tiirkiye’'nin kiiltiirel mirasi, Islam kiiltiirii, insan haklar politikalar1 ve
sosyal medya kullaniminin énemli bir rol oynadig gozlemlenmistir. Ozellikle Cumhurbagkani Recep
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Tayyip Erdogan’in liderligi ve Tiirkiye'nin uluslararasi alandaki etkinligi, Taylandli 6grenciler lizerinde
derin bir etki yaratmaktadir. Ayrica, Tiirkiye’'nin insani yardim politikalar1 ve laiklik anlayisi, Taylandli
ogrencilerin Tirkiye'ye olan ilgisini pekistirmistir.

Halat Kiiltiir modeli perspektifinden bakildiginda, Taylandli 6grenciler ile Tiirkiye arasindaki tarihi ve
dini baglar, kiiltiirel entegrasyonu kolaylastiran bir unsur olarak degerlendirilebilir. Tiirkiye’de egitim
goren Taylandli 6grenciler, yalnizca akademik kazanim elde etmekle kalmayip, ayni zamanda
kendilerini kiiltiirel olarak da aidiyet hissettikleri bir ortamda bulmaktadirlar. Islam ortak paydasi ve
Osmanli mirasi, Turkiye'yi onlar i¢in yalnizca bir egitim merkezi degil, ayn1 zamanda tarihsel ve kiiltiirel
baglar1 yeniden kesfettikleri bir mekan héaline getirmektedir.

Ancak, Tiirkiye’'de egitim goren Taylandli 6grenciler, bazi zorluklarla da karsilasmaktadirlar. En 6nemli
zorluklardan biri, dil engelleridir. Tayca ve Tiirkce arasindaki yapisal farklar, bazi1 6grencilerin
akademik basarilarini etkileyebilmekte ve Tiirkiye'deki egitim siirecine uyum saglamalarini
giiclestirmektedir. Bununla birlikte, Taylandli 6grenciler sosyal etkinliklere katilarak dil becerilerini
gelistirmeyi ve Turk toplumuyla daha yakin iliskiler kurmay: tercih etmektedirler. Ayrica, Taylandli
Miisliiman égrenciler icin Tiirkiye'nin Islami yapis, uyum siireclerini kolaylagtiran bir faktér olmustur.
Tiirkiye, dini o6zgiirliik ve kimliklerini rahat¢a yasama imkan sundugundan, 6grenciler egitim
slireclerinde kendilerini daha huzurlu ve giivende hissetmektedirler.

Sonug olarak, Taylandli 6grencilerin Tiirkiye'deki egitim stirecleri, dil engellerine ve kiltiirel uyum
zorluklarina ragmen Tirkiye’nin sundugu dini, kiiltiirel ve egitimsel imkanlarla sekillenmistir.
Tiirkiye'nin sundugu burs olanaklari, tarihi mirasi, kiltlirel degerleri ve sosyal yapi, Taylandh
ogrencilerin Tiirkiye'yi egitim almak icin tercih etmelerinde ©6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Bu
deneyimler, yalnizca egitimle sinirli kalmayip, iki tlke arasindaki iliskilerin giiclenmesine de katki
saglamaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin yumusak gii¢ stratejileri ve kiiltiirel diplomasisi, Taylandl1 6grencilerin
kararlarin sekillendirirken, uzun vadede Tiirkiye ile Tayland arasindaki kiiltiirel ve diplomatik baglari
daha da derinlestirecektir.
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were compelled to escape their war-torn country and the prevailing crisis. Although both
crises entailed a similar magnitude, with approximately six million people affected, the
public responses exhibited differently. According to the UNHCR 2021 report, more than 5
million refugees and asylum seekers, mostly from Syria but also from Afghanistan, Iraq,
and Eritrea, had entered European countries by the end of 2016. However, since the start
of the Syrian conflict, barely over 1 million Syrians have been successful in obtaining
international protection in the European Union. The recent activation of the temporary
protection directive by the EU, which was initially adopted in 2002, has drawn significant
criticism. This initiative has been criticised for exhibiting a bias towards welcoming
Ukrainian refugees compared to the response seen during the Syrian refugee crisis.
Therefore, it is important to understand if the EU is dealing with the refugee crisis
differently. This study aims to investigate whether the European Union (EU) employed
distinct approaches in its responses to the Ukrainian and Syrian refugee crises. It further
examines particular examples of differential treatment and framing of refugees from
Ukraine and Syria, and it compares the temporary protection and asylum processes
implemented by the EU in response to the two refugee crises.
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1. Introduction

Migration and refugee management was one of the most convoluted, polarised, and fragmented systems
in Europe even before the current crisis. It is the pinnacle of a highly delicate issue that is initially
handled cautiously at the national level by each European Union (EU) member state before it is
deliberated upon at the EU level (Tassinari, 2016). This often results in diluted agreements, along with
the evolving integration of common foreign and defence policies- another aspect of the European
strategy that is increasingly intertwined with the refugee crisis. Each year, millions are compelled to
leave their residences and native nations due to strife, warfare, scarcity of food, destitution, and
deterioration of the environment. From a few decades, Europe is facing the huge migration and refugee
crisis from different parts of the world.

In 2015, over 1 million refugees and migrants endangered their lives by embarking on perilous sea
journey across the Mediterranean, seeking sanctuary and safeguard in Europe (UNHCR , 2015). At that
time, it was regarded as the most extensive migration wave witnessed on the continent since the
conclusion of World War II. However, it was subsequently overshadowed by the Ukrainian crisis. The
EU-15 faced a huge number of Migration flows due to Yugoslavia civil war (Buonanno, 2017). The
dissolution of a number of Yugoslav states during the early 1990s resulted in a sequence of conflicts in
Balkan nations like Croatia, Serbia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina. This factor predominantly caused the
substantial influx of asylum seekers within Europe in 1992 (Arnett & Zapponi, 2015). One notable
distinction between the migration crisis prompted by Yugoslavia’s civil war and the present-day crisis
was that the EU-15 did not encompass central and eastern European countries (CEECs). These countries
have struggled to adequately manage and handle the substantial volumes of asylum seekers passing
through to northern Europe from Greece (Buonanno, 2017). The asylum policy of the European Union
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was not initially designed to handle large and unpredictable waves of asylum seekers. It places unfair
stresses on countries like Greece and Italy that are located near the EU’s external borders
(Jones,Teytelboym, & Rohac, 2017). The 2015 refugee crisis has deeply unsettled both the European
Union (EU) as a whole and the political landscapes of individual member states. Even in nations where
the effect of the refugee influx is relatively minor, such as Poland and the United Kingdom, these events
have dominated public debate and affected critical elections and choices, including the UK’'s EU
membership vote in June 2016.

The refugee crisis didn’t inevitably start off as a refugee crisis. It started as a rhetorical crisis in the
Mediterranean, the situation is frequently framed as a security danger rather than a humanitarian
emergency, with political leaders and the media prioritising unrestricted migration, border security,
and national interests over refugee rights. Different European governments and institutions had
different ideas on how to deal with the refugee crisis, which resulted in divergent opinions on
accountability, burden-sharing, and legal duties under international refugee law (Jones,Teytelboym, &
Rohac, 2017). However, an increase in smuggling tragedies- particularly deaths by drowning on the
shore of the Italian island of Lampedusa in 2013, was brought on by an increase in people attempting to
cross sea borders (Servent, 2019). In this way, the beginnings of the crisis may be traced back to these
terrible accidents, demonstrating a consistent rhetorical narrative rather than a discrete breach caused
by a sudden external event. From September 2014 onward, a growing number of voices stressed how
important it was to resolve Mediterranean crossings. But it wasn’t until April 2015 that the idea of a
catastrophe became more pervasive, going beyond the problems with illegal immigration and the
procedures for search and rescue off the coasts of Italy, Greece, and Malta. However, it wasn’t until April
2015 that the concept of a crisis took on a more widespread meaning, going beyond smuggling and
search and rescue operations around the beaches of Italy, Greece, and Malta. The European Agenda on
Migration, published by the Commission on 13 May 2015 (COM/2015/240 final), indicated a transition
from a localised crisis involving the EU’s coastal borders to a wider problem necessitating a broader
variety of policy measures (Balla, 2023).

In spite of the fact that the Syrian crisis is still ongoing, another humanitarian calamity soon threatened
European soil. The refugee crisis is not over and in this time the attention has shifted from Syrians to
Ukrainian refugees. The Russian invasion on Ukraine on 24th February 2022 triggered an intensifying
and extensive displacement scenario, causing millions of individuals to flee within Ukraine and towards
the European Union. The majority of those departing Ukraine initially sought refuge in Poland, as well
as in other neighbouring EU Member States sharing a border with Ukraine, such as Slovakia, Hungary,
Romania, and Moldova. As time progressed, a significant number continued to move onwards (Parusel
& Varfolomieieva, 2022). As of December 31, 2022, nearly 1.3 million refugees had fled from Ukraine.
Additionally, approximately one million were residing in Poland as of June 26, 2023. Presently, the total
number of registered Ukrainian refugees across Europe stands at around six million which replaced the
number of Syrian refugees and became the largest refugee exodus in the EU (Statista, 2023).

Despite the fact that both Syrian and Ukrainian refugee crises were sudden and involved roughly six
million refugees each, the public and political reactions were noticeably different. The most current
refugee crisis received a swift reaction from the European Union. The European Union’s leaders
expressed fervent solidarity with Ukraine and its people on February 24, 2022, during a special meeting
of the European Council. They urged the European Commission to suggest emergency measures as well.
The Council quickly endorsed the Commission’s plan. The principles of Western humanitarianism have
been rooted in the conviction of the equal and crucial value of every individual since the early 20th
century, often regarded as a symbol of the world’s positive attributes (Baughan & Fiori, 2015). But the
European Union’s distinct political choices compared to seven years ago, such as the activation of the
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most advantageous reception and protection system for Ukrainian refugees in the history of the EU
shows the different scenario in dealing the refugee crisis.

This research paper aims to explain whether the European Union (EU) adopted different strategies in
its reactions to the Ukrainian and Syrian refugee crises. The research also scrutinizes specific instances
of varying treatment and portrayal of refugees from Ukraine and Syria, and it draws comparisons
between the temporary protection and asylum procedures implemented by the EU in response to these
two refugee crises.

2. Methodology

This paper explores whether the European Union (EU) adopted different approaches in its responses to
the Ukrainian and Syrian refugee crises by understanding the scenario from both cases. The data for this
study were collected from various online sources, including reports, news articles, and studies
conducted by different non-governmental organizations (NGOs), such as the United Nations (UN) and
other human rights organizations. It followed academic databases with comprehensive review of
academic literature, focusing on major publications related to the keywords mentioned. A distinctive
methodological approach has been employed to critically analyse and draw conclusions on the issue
under study.

3. Theoretical Framework

Recent efforts to broaden the theoretical discourse have resulted in more interdisciplinary approaches
to migration theory. Various theoretical approaches can be used to analyse refugee studies, depending
on the objectives of the research. however, Postcolonial theory is the best framework for
comprehending inequality in treatment and underpinning power dynamics since this study critically
analyses the EU’s response to the acknowledgement of Syrian and Ukrainian migrants. A wide range of
facets and viewpoints are covered by the multidisciplinary field of postcolonialism. Postcolonial theory
is concerned with understanding the historical processes of colonisation, imperialism, and
decolonisation, as well as its social, economic, and political components. In addition to analysing how
colonised people and cultures are portrayed in media and art, it looks at how colonial interactions have
influenced both individual and social identities. It also examines the power relationships between
colonisers and colonised people, emphasising agency and resistance (Young, 2003). In addition,
postcolonialism examines attempts to reclaim, decolonise, and indigenise linguistic and discursive
environments while examining how language and discourse have been employed as instruments of
colonial dominance.

Using a postcolonial lens to examine the experiences of diasporic communities and transnational
networks affected by migration, displacement, and globalisation can provide insight into their identity,
belonging, and cultural hybridity. The notion of postcolonialism is multidisciplinary and linked,
reflecting the various ways that colonial legacies continue to influence modern global realities, such as
the disparities in how migrants are treated and received (Young, 2003). The fact that displacement is
usually a result of wars that are “directly linked to the impact of colonialism, foreign policies, and the
actions of Western powers” is regrettably overlooked in a large portion of public discourse around
refugees (Philo, Briant, & Donald, 2013). It is crucial to remember that refugees have a colonial past, and
that history links the global North to the conflicts that lead to refugee crises. For example, the complex
network of events that make up the Syrian civil war is a historical reminder of the fall of the Empire and
the colonisation of the Arab world by the Europeans. Colonial divides turned ‘what had been relatively
tranquil provinces of the Ottoman Empire into some of the least stable and globally volatile states in the
world’ (Fildis, 2011). Edward Said’s critical writing, Orientalism, is usually regarded as the foundation
of postcolonial theory.
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Said highlights in the book how the Western world has produced a notion of the “other” via the practice
of Orientalism (Hamadi, 2014). The East, especially the Middle East, was portrayed by the West in a
skewed and prejudiced manner. Said claims that Orientalism is a collection of presumptions, ideals, and
convictions that paint the (Middle) East in a negative light as being risky, exotic, and inferior. Current
refugee policies continue to reflect this idea of the other. Depending on their nationality, refugees
receive different treatment. Refugees from the "Orient" are frequently treated differently than those
from Western nations, such as Ukraine. Said outlines a negative set of Eastern assumptions, ideas, and
beliefs that frequently serve as the foundation for this unequal treatment. According to Said, Western
supremacy over the East has been justified by the formation of the concept of the "other" through the
practice of Orientalism. Stereotypes and distorted perceptions of Orientalism have often been used to
defend Western conquest and imperialism (Said , 1979). Additionally, Said highlights that Orientalism
is a generic phenomenon that arises whenever one culture tries to comprehend another, not just in the
context of the West's interaction with the East.

The idea of Orientalism, as defined by Edward Said, emphasises how Western societies have
traditionally portrayed and constructed the "Orient" (Eastern cultures) in ways that uphold Western
dominance and superiority (Said , 1979). This idea pertains to how Ukrainian migrants' circumstances
are viewed and depicted in contrast to those of other refugee groups (Moise & Oana,2022). Since
Ukraine is frequently perceived as having a more Western culture than nations in the Middle East or
Africa, Ukrainian refugees may be considered more favourably (Moise, Dennison, & Kriesi, 2023). Their
experiences' framing, the degree of empathy they trigger, and the political reactions they elicit can all
be impacted by this view. As a result, prejudices originating from Orientalist narratives may be reflected
in the disparate treatment of Ukrainian and non-European refugees for example-Syrian
Refugees. Postcolonial thinker Mayblin claims that colonial legacies that have produced poverty,
violence, and political instability in many regions of the world are partially to blame for the current
worldwide refugee problems. When discussing the problem of refugees, postcolonialism highlights the
necessity of rejecting essentialist and simplified notions of cultural identity, acknowledging that
refugees are influenced by a variety of social and historical factors in addition to their national or
cultural origins (Costello & Foster, 2022). Postcolonialism also emphasises how these crises have
historically been used by powerful nations to justify their own objectives and interests. Like other
theories, postcolonial theory has been criticised for its heavy emphasis on colonialism’s and
imperialism’s legacies, which occasionally causes it to overemphasise historical circumstances at the
detriment of discussing current problems and difficulties in postcolonial states (Houtum, H.,, & Lacy,
2020). Non-European refugees are frequently excluded and portrayed through exoticized or
dehumanising images, which reinforces negative stereotypes and social exclusion, while Ukrainians are
more likely to be perceived as culturally similar and more easily accepted. Postcolonialism draws
attention to the ways in which powerful nations have justified their own objectives and interests.
European refugees are frequently portrayed as economic migrants, security risks, or fortune seekers,
which influences public opinion and governmental reactions and may result in more stringent border
restrictions and difficulties integrating (El-Enany, 2020).

4. Background: Syrian crisis and Ukrainian crisis

The crisis in Syria commenced more than a decade ago, triggered by a wave of popular uprisings that
spread across the Arab world, commonly referred to as the Arab Spring. Pro-democracy supporters
sought an end to Bashar al-Assad’s regime’s authoritarian practises in March 2011, creating an
unprecedented challenge to his rule. To put down protests, the Syrian government employed
paramilitary, military, and police forces. Right from the beginning, the uprising and the subsequent
actions of the regime exhibited a communal dimension. A significant number of protesters belonged to
the Sunni majority of the country, whereas the ruling Assad family hailed from the Alawite minority.
Notably, the Alawite community retained a commanding role within the security forces and the irregular
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militias responsible for some of the worst acts of brutality against protesters and other perceived
enemies of the regime (Mariwala, 2013). The Syrian rebellion was greatly influenced by the
environmental issue as well. Syria experienced its worst drought in modern history from 2006 to 2010.
This prolonged drought pushed hundreds of thousands of farming families into poverty, leading to a
massive migration of rural residents to makeshift urban settlements (Britannica, 2023).

After the emergence of resistance groups, the conflict developed into a full-fledged civil war in 2012 that
dragged the combatants from both within and outside the region (UNHCR, 2023). Syria was engulfed in
a civil war, with many rebel groups engaging in intra-rebel combat in addition to fighting against
government forces. Syria’s neighbouring nations and major world powers began to split into groups that
supported and opposed Assad by the summer of 2011 (Ford, 2019). As Assad kept up his suppression,
the United States and the European Union began to criticise him more while Russia and Iran supported
the Syrian government. Western countries, including US allies in Western Asia, intervened militarily to
defeat ISIS (Watson Institute For International and Public Affairs , 2018). The impulsive outbreak
quickly accelerated the Syrian Civil War, creating a refugee crisis that forcibly uprooted millions of
Syrian families from their homes. When the conflict first began, the European Union, levied severe
sanctions against the regime and as previously indicated, voiced its opposition to President Assad’s
administration. However, the EU found it difficult to create a fully cohesive Common Foreign and
Security Policy (CFSP). The EU’s involvement in Syria has shifted between actively supporting the Syrian
regime and isolating it. The Syrian Civil War-induced refugee crisis has revealed internal instability and
limitations within the EU (Cavatorta & Turcotte, 2020). Syrian refugees are currently dispersed over
more than 130 countries, and 70 per cent of them live in poverty, making it difficult for them to gain
access to basic services like education and employment opportunities (UNHCR , 2023).

On the other side, the eight-year struggle, which started with Russia’s annexation of Crimea, was
dramatically escalated by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, signalling a critical turning point for European
security (Masters, 2023). The conflict in Ukraine also has had a substantial impact on globalization,
multilateralism, and the financial systems that evolved following the ending of the Cold War. A dire
political scenario is the root of the current Ukrainian refugee problem. President Biden’s United States
and NATO are aligned against President Putin’s Russia in the Ukraine conflict. Such a conflict could have
catastrophic effects on the economies of European Union member countries. The problem can be traced
back to the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 and Ukraine’s subsequent independence, marking a
distant starting point for these issues (Abdi, 2023). The transition has proven to be more complex
compared to other former Soviet republics, with ongoing political and identity concerns that demand
attention. These challenges are closely tied to the nation’s economic relationship with Russia. This
situation has led to the current diplomatic conflict. Various stages elucidate the progression of relations
between Ukraine and Russia (Aslund, 2022). However, the turning point came with the outbreak of the
Donbass war on 6th April 2014. This conflict arose as the separatist People’s Republics of Donetsk and
Lugansk declared their independence, mirroring the events in Crimea. On 21st February 2022, Putin
formally acknowledged the independence of the two Donbass Republics, which then precipitated the
war. This war, commencing on 2022, involves Putin’s Russia pitted against Ukraine, with the backing of
Biden's US and NATO. Negotiations had broken down, and diplomatic initiatives had proven ineffective.
Russia conducted bombings in several Ukrainian cities, including Odessa, Kharkiv, Mariupol, Lviv, and
the capital, Kyiv (Masters, 2023). This military operation was undertaken with the aim of safeguarding
the population in the Donbass region. Its targets included airports and military bases (International
Rescue Committee, 2022). When Russia initiated a military offensive against Ukraine, it resulted in the
destruction of the country’s infrastructure. This destruction led to challenges in obtaining essential
utilities such as heating, lighting, water and hospital facilities. Additionally, it led to a significant influx
of Ukrainian refugees into Europe (International Rescue Committee, 2022).
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The initial waves of refugees had predominantly comprised women, children, the elderly, and foreign
citizens, as adult Ukrainian males are obligated to register for military service. Among the foreign
nationals joining this immediate exodus, there is a diverse mix of people from various countries,
including Moroccans, Chinese, Indians, and Latin Americans, among others. Some of these individuals
had been enrolled in Ukrainian universities before the conflict began. Additionally, even before the
conflict, Ukraine was already hosting at least 5,000 refugees from countries like Afghanistan and Syria.
Unfortunately, there have been distressing reports of refugees from the Mediterranean, South Asia, and
Africa facing racial discrimination at the Polish border (Schultz, et al.,, 2022). In present time, the main
Syrian and Ukrainian refugees hosting country is Germany. The figure shows below the presence of
these two refugee groups in different EU countries.

Figure 1
Major Syrian and Ukrainian Refugee Hosting Countries in the EU in 2023

Syrian Refugees Ukrainian Refugees

Bulgaria
Spain

France 40.339

Greece 42.827

Netherlands 45.141

Austria 73.923
Sweden 111.199
Germany 522.575

Czechia
Poland
Germany

Source: Statista, 2023

Ukrainian refugees are grappling with similar challenges as Syrian refugees, including restricted access
to education and job opportunities, language barriers, and prejudice. However, in contrast to Syrian
refugees, Ukrainian refugees have received somewhat better treatment from European countries, partly
due to their proximity and shared cultural ties (Karasapan, 2022). This special attention is evident in a
variety of ways, including accelerated asylum and residency procedures under temporary protection
directives, open-border policies in countries such as Poland and Germany, where Ukrainian refugees
confronted few restrictions, and improved living conditions, with many being housed in private homes
and community shelters. As a result of European governments and media presenting the need of
solidarity, they also garnered significant public and political backing. In addition, prompt legal and
financial support allowed Ukrainian refugees to access educational, medical, and job opportunities
(Mickelsson, 2025). Despite these differences, both groups of refugees are still seeking safety and
stability in new countries, facing uncertain prospects for their futures (Alsbeti, 2023).

5. The European Union: Policy and Legal Responses Towards the Refugee Crisis

The EU has responded to crises and disintegration situations by making institutional and operational
changes (Niemann & Natascha, 2018). The EU formulated a distinct policy for Ukrainian refugees,
whereas its previous policy on political refugees was not intended for Syria. EU also bounded on
international refugee law and also implemented many laws within the members of European Union. The
European Convention on Human Rights includes several provisions related to the treatment of refugees.
Member States have a duty to adhere to Article 14 of the 1948 Declaration, which guarantees everyone
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the right to seek and enjoy asylum from persecution (United Nations, 1948). The 1951 Convention
describes the legal safety, rights, and support that refugees are entitled to and offers the generally
accepted definition of a refugee. It defines a refugee as a person who is unable or unwilling to return to
their country of origin due to a well-founded fear of persecution based on race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particular social group, or political opinion, is binding on the other 27 Member States
as well (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 1951). Article 3 of the 1967 Protocol explicitly
prohibits discrimination against refugees based on their race, religion, or country of origin (UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, 2011). In October 1999, in Tampere, Finland, the European Union made the
decision to establish a Common European Asylum System (CEAS). It offers legal support based on the
Dublin Regulation, the Eurodac Regulation, the Qualification Directive, the Asylum Procedures Directive,
and the Reception Conditions Directive. These establish specific guidelines on asylum requests and
processes under EU law. The Dublin system mandates that an asylum seeker’s application be handled
by the first Member State they enter. The CEAS was planned to encompass various elements, including
criteria for determining which Member State would be responsible for evaluating an asylum application,
standards to ensure fair and efficient asylum procedures, minimum standards for the reception of
asylum seekers, and the alignment of guidelines for accepting refugees (European Parliament, 2022).
In response to the 2015 refugee crisis, the European Commission suggested changing the asylum
process. In order to modernise processes for border management, screening, and asylum assessments,
the 2020 new pact on migration and asylum establishes clearer obligations for Member States
(European Parliament, 2022). A contentious deal between the EU and Tiirkiye was struck on March 18,
2016, with the intention of limiting the influx of unauthorised immigrants through Tiirkiye into Europe.
The agreement said that any unauthorised immigrants who arrived on Greek islands should be sent back
to Tiirkiye and that the EU would accept one Syrian refugee for every one sent back to Tiirkiye
(European Council, 2016).

To safeguard Europe’s collective external borders and address emerging migration and security
challenges collaboratively, a new European Border and Coast Guard (EBCGA-Frontex) was established
in October 2016. Its budget, which stood at 254 million euros in 2016, has increased over time and
reached 543 million euros by 2021. Additionally, the roles of Eurojust and Europol within the EU have
been expanded. Similar transformations have been taking place in other EU agencies. The European
Asylum Support Office (EASO), based in Malta and responsible for supporting and enhancing the
Common European Asylum System (CEAS), has been replaced by the EU Agency for Asylum (EUAA) with
an initial budget of 172 million euros for 2022 (Balla, 2023).

In terms of external matters, the Treaty on European Union (TEU) introduced the Common Foreign and
Security Policy (CFSP) of the European Union back in 1993. Its aims include the preservation of peace,
the advancement of global security, the promotion of international collaboration, and the support of
democracy, the rule of law, and the protection of fundamental freedoms (Malovec, 2023). The Union has
also carried out humanitarian and rescue missions within the confines of its Common Security and
Defence Policy (CSDP). As soon as the Ukrainian refugee crisis began, the EU also put into effect the long-
debated temporary protection directive.

6. What is Temporary Protection Directive?

Temporary protection is a rare provision that offers urgent and short-term safety in the scenario of an
enormous or impending mass influx of displaced people from non-EU countries who are unable to head
back to their place of origin (European Commission, 2022). A proposal to implement the EU Temporary
Protection Directive (TPD) was made by the European Commission on March 3, 2022. Following the
wars in the former Yugoslavia, this directive was initially adopted in 2001, but it was essentially ignored
and never implemented. The Implementing Decision was passed by the Council on March 4, 2022, and
it went into force that day. Its beginnings go all the way back. The Council of European Union established
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a Resolution regarding the distribution of responsibilities concerning the reception and settlement of
individuals who have been temporarily displaced as far back as September 1995, in reaction to the
extensive displacement of people resulting from the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia (European Union,
1995). In March 1996, they approved a Decision pertaining to an early warning and emergency
procedure for sharing the burden (European Union , 1996). The governments of Italy and Malta
appealed for the activation of TPD in 2011 as a result of the surge of refugees from Middle Eastern and
North African countries arriving in Italy. However, the requests were denied during a meeting of the
Justice and Home Affairs Council (Ineli-Ciger, 2016). Further attempts to activate the TPD were made in
February 2015, in response to the refugee crisis in Europe, and in 2021, members of the European
Parliament argued for its activation to address the flow of refugees following the Taliban’s takeover in
Afghanistan. Unfortunately, these efforts to use the TPD were also unsuccessful (European Parliament,
2021). The EU’s activation of the Temporary Protection Directive (TPD) marked a significant stride
towards a more compassionate security framework and signalled a strong commitment from the EU to
jointly address the humanitarian crisis triggered by the substantial influx of Ukrainians towards
European borders (Venturi & Vallianatou, 2022). The TPD formally removed visa restrictions and
specific protection categories, departing from the concept of fortress Europe and the influential Dublin
asylum system. The Directive ensures access to national asylum processes through the freedom to apply
for asylum at any time, although Member States are free to halt the review of applications for asylum if
the applicant has temporary protection status (Parusel & Varfolomieieva, 2022). It granted Ukrainians
the right to reside for a period of up to three years and also bestowed upon EU citizens consistent rights
across all member states. These rights encompassed a work permit, automatic access to national
healthcare and education systems, as well as housing subsidies (Carrera, et al., 2022). Receiving
temporary protection does not prevent the acknowledgment of Convention refugee status or
complementary/subsidiary protection. Many advantages and perks provided to these refugees and
those granted subsidiary protection according to the Qualification Directive are not encompassed within
the scope of the temporary protection system (Schultz, et al., 2022). However, the implementation of
the temporary protection directive by the EU has sparked considerable backlash. This action has faced
criticism for showing a preference in welcoming Ukrainian refugees compared to the response
witnessed during the Syrian refugee crisis.

7. Critical Analysis of the EU’s Different Responses Towards Syrian and Ukrainian Refugee Crisis

The uneven treatment of Syrian and Ukrainian refugees can be attributed to varying diplomatic
relationships between the EU and the countries these refugees originate from. Ukrainian migrants got
additional assistance due to tight relations to the European Union, particularly as a result of the conflict
with Russia. On the other hand, the EU has been less directly involved in Syria’s conflict. Because
Ukrainians were perceived as being easier to integrate, cultural commonalities also played a part.
Ukraine’s border proximity with several EU nations allows for a faster and more organised reaction.
Syrian refugees, on the other hand, take dangerous and erratic routes, including the Mediterranean Sea.
Stricter border restrictions and deterrence tactics have resulted from it. Furthermore, popular and
political sentiments were impacted by the media's portrayal of Ukrainian refugees as victims and Syrian
refugees as occasionally connected to security issues (Esposito, 2022). Additionally, it reflects a
tendency to perceive people from the Middle East as “other,” which has been internalized within certain
societies (Esposito, 2022). The world emphasised Europe’s “double standard” towards Ukrainian and
non-Ukrainian refugees and asylum seekers from the beginning of the Ukrainian refugee crisis. While
asylum seekers from nations like Syria who have also fled the horrors of war and oppression were not
treated with similar procedures in 2015 during the peak of the Syrian civil war, Ukrainians were
promptly welcomed with extensive legal safeguards (Dhingra & Roehse, 2023).

Non-Ukrainian including Syrian asylum seekers are often push back by European countries by violating
EU and international law, irrespective of the legitimacy of their claims. On June 14, 2023, for example, it
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was projected that over 500 asylum seekers and refugees died in just one accident in the central
Mediterranean where many were from Syria (Dhingra & Roehse, 2023). On the basis of inspections to
immigration detention centres with appalling situations near to the EU’s land and sea frontiers, the
Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) of the Council of Europe found many cases of
maltreatment and cruel activities towards refugees (Non-EU nationals), such as punching, slapping, or
blowing with truncheons by security forces, border, or coast guard personnel (Walker, 2023).

The tremendous political and social mobilisation that has greeted Ukrainian migrants contrasts sharply
with the legal rights of those seeking protection once they arrive in many nations throughout Europe,
for example Poland (Dhingra & Roehse, 2023). Different factors impact on their behaviour like-
Islamophobia- Most Ukrainian refugees are Christians, whereas the majority of Syrian refugees are
Muslims. This distinction has resulted in additional challenges for the Syrian refugees, as they often have
to contend with increased xenophobia and discrimination directed towards Muslim asylum seekers; the
difference in how the EU treats Ukrainian refugees compared to non-Ukrainian refugees can be
attributed to Europeans empathy towards Ukrainians and the tendency to view Middle Eastern refugees
as outsiders (Esposito, 2022). Often, religious biases and other forms of prejudice are interconnected in
this context. The Syrian crisis received significant coverage primarily from a security perspective,
depicting refugees as a possible hazard to national security. The humanitarian viewpoint, underscoring
the refugee’s hardship and the requirement for assistance, was also evident but less widespread, as per
extensive literature. The manner in which European media portrayed Syrian and Ukrainian refugees
held great significance (Mascarefias, 2022).

Ukrainians are especially embraced by Eastern Europeans due to a sense of kinship and shared identity.
Additional elements that affected the formulation of policies included a shared past between Ukraine
and EU member states, particularly those with post-Soviet backgrounds, cooperative border
programmes, EU diaspora living in both Ukraine and EU countries, as well as defence and geopolitical
considerations (Mascarefias, 2022). In, Eastern Europe, where there is a significant amount of travel and
interaction between nations, nationalities tend to be more flexible than in other regions of the world.
Many Eastern European countries that have welcomed Ukrainian refugees have histories tied to the
Soviet era and feel morally obligated to aid a fellow post-Soviet neighbour like Ukraine (Mascareiias,
2022). Additionally, beginning in 2017, Ukrainian citizens were granted visa-free travel inside the EU
for up to 90 days. This development clearly shows that Ukrainians have been travelling across EU
borders for a long time, keeping in touch with friends and relatives on both sides (Mascarefias, 2022).
This connectivity has brought them into closer affinity with the European citizens who have welcomed
them. Conversely, there is less empathy from Europeans towards refugees of different backgrounds due
to differences in race, religion, culture, and ethnicity (Aslund, 2022).

The government of several Member States have made it explicitly clear that they do not welcome
irregular migrants, particularly those of the Muslim faith. This stance has been notably adopted by
countries such as Estonia, Hungary, Poland, and Lithuania (Esposito, 2022). These nations are currently
accepting Ukrainian refugees. Public discourse in Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, and Romania is frequently
polluted by racist and xenophobic statements towards refugees and migrants, particularly those from
Middle Eastern and African nations, and hostile tactics such as border pushbacks and draconian
detention measures have been implemented (Reilly & Flynn, 2022).

Many people have suffered significant injuries as a result of confrontations with both Polish and
Belarusian border guards after receiving criticism for their harsh treatment of non-EU refugees and
migrants (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2022). In 2021, the
distressing situation of migrants and asylum seekers, primarily hailing from the Middle East and
Afghanistan, who found themselves stranded on the borders between Belarus, Poland, and Lithuania,
stirred significant outrage throughout Europe (Mickelsson, 2025). Allegations were made against
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Belarus, claiming that the nation had exploited the vulnerability of these individuals, enticing them to
come to Belarus with the intention of using their predicament as a justification for admission into EU
countries. This action was seen as a form of retaliation against EU sanctions. At present, Poland is playing
a significant role in hosting Ukrainian refugees within the European Union (Statista, 2023).

Refugees in Poland were not given an affectionate welcome even prior to the tension between Poland
and Belarus. Only 161 of 2,803 petitions for refugee status received approval in 2020, a very low number
for asylum seekers (UNHCR, 2021). There has been a disturbing prevalence of anti-immigrant and
racially biased hate speech expressed by politicians and political and media analysts. To underscore
their unwelcoming stance towards certain migrants, some political organizations have run
advertisements both within their own countries and internationally, as seen in Denmark, Hungary, and
Sweden. As a stark example, during a discussion in the European Parliament, the leader of Poland’s
KORWIN party, Janusz Korwin Mikke, derogatorily referred to refugees seeking asylum in Europe as
“human garbage” (Nwabuzo & Schaeder, 2016).

Hungary has consistently refused to take in refugees from non-EU nations ever since the “refugee crisis”
of 2015 (BBC, 2020). Prime Minister Viktor Orban has gone as far as referring to non-European refugees
as Muslim predators and describing migrants as a poison (Pearson, 2018). He strongly criticised former
German Chancellor Angela Merkel for allowing a million of refugees in Germany. In order to preserve its
cultural and racial uniformity, he advocated that Hungary should abstain from accepting refugees from
various religious and cultural backgrounds. The policy of Hungary of unfairly holding asylum seekers in
transit areas along its border with Serbia was deemed unlawful by the European Court of Justice in May
2020 (BBC, 2020). On the other side, the same prime minister of Hungary, has promised that every
refugee coming from Ukraine will be welcomed by friends in Hungary. He emphasised that it is not
required to be a rocket scientist to distinguish between helping Ukrainian refugees who are looking for
safety in Hungary because of the ongoing war and an enormous number of people entering from Muslim
regions in pursuit of better opportunities in Europe ( Brito, 2022).

In fact, it has been strongly criticised the discrimination occurring at the borders of Ukraine for the non-
EU asylum seekers, emphasizing that everyone has an equal right to cross international borders when
fleeing conflict and seeking safety (Akinwotu & Strzyzynska, 2022). At present, it's evident that the
welcoming approach towards Ukrainian refugees hasn't made it easier for other refugee groups to enter
into European territory. For instance, there hasn't been a reduction in the number of deaths or
disappearances in the Mediterranean Sea, nor have there been any decreases in the severity of measures
designed to deter migration. In fact, the European Union has continued to enhance its capabilities for
surveillance and control of its external borders. This involves constructing new physical barriers,
deploying advanced technology for surveillance, and engaging in proactive cooperation with third
countries on routes taken by irregular migrants to Europe (Parusel & Varfolomieieva, 2022). Shedding
light on these concerning trends at the EU’s external borders, along with drawing public attention to
violent conflicts and refugee crises around the world, could help shift the focus away from Ukraine alone.

8. Conclusion

There are serious societal repercussions for non-European refugees in the EU when Ukrainian refugees
are treated differently from Syrian refugees. When examined from the perspectives of Orientalism and
postcolonialism, this distinction draws attention to wider social ramifications, such as the effect on
interpersonal relationships and the perpetuation of structural injustices that Syrian refugees must
contend with (Bindsbergen, 2024). With their colonial pasts, European nations still allow these legacies
to shape how they view non-Europeans. Since of these historical continuities, non-European migrants
receive unequal treatment and chances since European identities are valued more highly than non-
European ones. By portraying Syrian refugees as the “other” in a cultural sense. They are perceived as a
threat to societal cohesiveness as a result of this othering process, which also breeds unfavourable
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stereotypes and cultural biases. Ukrainians are viewed as being culturally and racially similar to
Western Europeans. This postcolonial view is based on historical and cultural linkages, comparable
religious backgrounds, and similar racial identities. The history of European solidarity and these alleged
historical linkages shape contemporary perceptions of migrants. In contrast to these ideas and attitudes,
refugees from non-European nations are frequently susceptible to orientalism, which portrays them as
the "other” (El-Enany, 2020). Some migrants are classified as “illegal” under the modern category of
“othering,” which implies a criminal description. Other people, notably those from the Middle East, are
painted as possible terrorists in the meanwhile. As a result, certain migrant groups are successfully
stigmatised, racially profiled, criminalised, and othered. In 2022, the majority of applications in the EU
are still submitted by Syrians after Ukrainians. This was a rise of 24 per cent from 2021 and the highest
number of applications since the 2015-2016 refugee crisis (European Union Agency for Asylum, 2022).
Hence, it is imperative to establish secure and lawful routes for Syrian refugees to access Europe and
seek asylum. EU must ensure that all refugees receive treatment fairly, with dignity, and respect,
regardless of their nationality, religion, or other characteristics, the EU should act quickly to address
this issue.

The European Commission should reconsider and revise its existing migration, temporary protection,
and asylum policies, which perpetuate an unequal treatment and dual standards towards non-European
and third-country nationals. In this sense, the Dublin system should take into consideration the
precedent set by the Temporary Protection Directive (TPD) and include uniform benefits for incoming
asylum seekers across the EU. This approach would reinforce the concept of equal solidarity, ensuring
that the same legal rights granted to Ukrainian refugees extend to future asylum seekers. Provisions
such as housing, employment opportunities, and access to education should be equitable for all refugees.
Preventing misinformation and prejudice at the heart of European institutions is critical to ensuring the
long-term viability of the EU’s refugee protection procedures and must work on Europe’s biased
approach to asylum. The European institutions need to refrain from promoting sensationalised
allegations and negative perceptions.

In the end, it is essential to ensure that member states are held responsible for breaches of both
international and EU regulations. This will enable the EU to prioritise protecting refugees who are
vulnerable, such as children and those who have experienced torture and violence. Only by adopting
concrete steps can the EU uphold its obligations to safeguard human rights and provide a safe haven for
those who are in need.
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Awa Mbowe Abstract: The North Bank Region is an agricultural region of The Gambia grappling with
climate change-induced migration. This study examines the impact on the people, vis a vis
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Household data were collected using a structured questionnaire to assess the impact of
climate change on the youths, especially their educational attainment. Secondary data on
school enrolment and completion rates of the region were collected from the education
ministry to ascertain the trend of education from 2011 to 2021. Furthermore, the impact
of climate extreme events from the questionnaire was analyzed. Finally, the effect of
migration on educational attainment was assessed. The findings demonstrated that
climate change has posed a burden on the people, through increased windstorms,
increased rainfall, drought, and flood, which has led to crop and property damage, erosion
and loss of lives among others. Irrespective of the low level of educational attainment of
the area the majority of the inhabitants are conscious of the changing climate. However,
only a few understand what climate change is, this is important in helping young people
to appreciate and tackle the consequences of global warming. Climate change was found
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1. Introduction

Climate change-induced disasters and environmental degradation will continue to affect migration as
human mobility is significantly impacted by the changing climate (IOM, 2015). However, global
population distribution and growth have been greatly influenced by climate and geography (Berlemann
and Steinhardt, 2017). Climate-induced threats are ravaging nations worldwide, with poor countries
being more vulnerable due to their low adaptive capacity and heavy dependence on climate-sensitive
sectors such as agriculture (IPCC, 2022). The cascading effects of global warming are being felt by way
of erratic and torrential rainfall leading to severe flooding in central and Eastern Africa and parts of West
Africa, Europe, and the Americas. Tornados and bushfires ravage cities causing serious damage to lives
and livelihoods (Alemayehu & Bewket, 2016). Drought has deprived Central, West, and Eastern African
populations of necessities, particularly water for survival, making farming impossible as most crops are
cultivated close to physical thresholds beyond which yields start to drop (Mueller et al., 2020). To this
effect, productivity has declined, leaving many with no option for efficient survival.

The Gambia youth population increased from 489,666 to 690,836 between the censuses of 2003 and
2024 signifying a 41.1% or 3.4% increase in annual growth rate (Gambia Bureau of Statistics (GBoS)
preliminary report, 2024). The Gambia Labour Force Survey (GLFS, 2018) data shows that unemployed
females total 129,792 (57.1 %) while the males are 104,933 (42.9 %). Rural unemployment totals 76.6%
compared to urban areas (23.4 %), and 45.3% were found to be the proportion of youth employment
visa vis rural population ratio. This explains the driving force of youth migration. 44.9% of the employed
youths are engaged in the manufacturing, processing, and services sectors, followed by 16.4%.

Before 1994 when the military took over power, the country had nine high schools out of which two
were rural based. Also, few primary schools dotted the provinces, compelling youths to relocate to the
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urban areas for educational purposes. The trend continues despite the improvements in the rural
education sector as the problem of quality education persists. Due to the dwindling quality of education
delivered over the years, rural students suffer. Furthermore, the country has only one public university,
compelling students to migrate to receive higher education. Hence, apart from climate change, there are
other forces propelling migration.

Youths in the NBR have faced a quick turnover. As farming is impaired by climate change, with limited
educational and employment opportunities, and scanty social amenities, the future remains bleak. As
parents have no dependable income, education becomes unaffordable. These developments compel the
youths to migrate, conscious of the responsibilities they have to shoulder. Education is a family priority,
hence school dropouts, for this reason, leave their families. This has necessitated this research effort
which focuses on climate-induced migration and its effects on youths' educational attainment in the
NBR.

This exercise will ascertain the effects of climate change on the people of NBR, examine how the climate-
induced phenomena affect the educational attainment of the youths, and establish the nexus between
climate extreme events and migration. The focus is on NBR, where nearly every household has produced
an irregular migrant (Armitano, 2017). It has the region's highest internal migration count (GBoS,
National Migration Analysis, 2013). Deportees, as well as their family members, household heads, village
elders, youths, and migrants, will be considered.

Research on external migration in The Gambia is in publications but there are grey areas. Conversely,
internal migration issues within the country are under-researched. This effort will link climate change
impact, migration and educational attainment by providing first-hand information on how
imperceptibly unrelated they are, substantiating the existing literature. This will inform policymakers
on how to address the impact of climate change. Additionally, it will provide the prerequisite knowledge
on why youths migrate from the NBR and how it affects educational attainment. Goal 4 of the sustainable
development goals, refers to inclusive and equitable quality education and promotion of lifelong
learning. This goal is aimed at reducing disparities and inequalities in education in terms of access and
quality, hence, it forms part of The Gambia education policy priority. Therefore, it is paramount for the
education authorities in their relentless efforts to provide quality education, to be capacitated to
understand the challenges confronting the youths.

The realities of climate change are evident but to what extent it affects youth education remains
downplayed. It is a key player in losing school contact time, interrupting schooling, and dropping out.
As extreme weather events aggravate during the rainy season, heavy rainfall leads to flooding and
inundation of school grounds, making schools inaccessible to students, and/or washing away homes,
leaving people with no choice but to seek shelter in school buildings, resulting in interruptions. Wind
storms have similar consequences on schools and schooling, making climate change impacts pivotal in
this study.

1.1. Statement of the problem

The research provides insight into how climate-induced migration affects the educational attainment of
youths, its effects on lives and how youth migration affects educational attainment. Climate change and
socioeconomic challenges such as high youth unemployment rates and poor national development are
responsible for youth migration in many African countries. The undesirable impact of climate change
on agricultural production is glaring (Adhikari et al., 2022). In the population and house survey data
2013, NBRregistered 8.1% unemployment rates. However, with its limited job opportunities, itis obvious
that most of the populace engages in farming. It has been highlighted by the National Population Census
(2024), that, the activities engaged in by the people of NBR are: crop farming (56.1%), livestock rearing
(25.1%), fishing (17.5%), hunting (1.6%), poultry (3.2%) and horticulture (2.0%).
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Gambian farmers engage in subsistence rain-fed farming using traditional implements, 75% of which
rely on crops and livestock for their livelihood. However, the rainy season lasts for barely six months,
and for the rest of the year, farmers either migrate to urban centres looking for jobs or remain idle.
Irregular total annual rainfall is transforming the population distribution; as the populace has
progressively become more complex and organized while it responds to manifestations of climate-
induced environmental change. Hence, with the advent of the effects of climate change and the lawless
state of Libya, most NBR youths set off to Europe. According to Gibril Faal, (2000), between 2014 and
2019, Gambians numbering 40,000 entered Europe through irregular routes.

Furthermore, the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events such as wind storms, have
increased. In September 2021, a storm measuring 85km //hour, followed by heavy precipitation, caused
substantial losses to lives and properties throughout The Gambia, with an estimated number of 100
communities and more than 16,849 people displaced (National Disaster Management Agency, 2020).
Hence, migration and climate change are positively correlated. Nguyen and Sean (2021), state that rural
residents are likely to migrate/relocate to urban areas in response to the impacts of climate change,
nevertheless, the majority of medium and small-holder farmer families registered the highest migration
rates. Migration is an alternate solution for farmers/their household members to sustain their
livelihoods, (Nguyen & Sean, 2021). It is an adaptation tool in the face of climate change. NBR registered
(16.3%) unemployed youth, which ranges among the highest in the country, (population and housing
census, 2013). Following the past three population and housing censuses, NBR recorded an
outmigration of 22.1% and 33% between 1993 and 2013.

Furthermore, as migration spikes, youths took to illegal routes for lack of travel documents. This defines
an overland journey from The Gambia via the Sahara/Mediterranean to Europe (IOM 2022).

Findings by IOM (2022), show that 5 years before the study, 61,515 people emigrated, and of this, 62.6%
used irregular routes further elaborated that, among the emigrants, 13,478 had upper secondary
education, while 10,147 had no formal education. This has been corroborated by the National
Development Plan (NDP) 2018-2021, claiming the population of migrants has reached 200,000.

Research has been undertaken on various aspects of climate-induced migration and educational
attainment, but none has three elements combined. Resosudarmo and Suryadarma, (2014) examined
the impact of childhood migration on educational attainment; evidenced by rural-urban migration in
Indonesia, Allgood and Kareen, (2016), studied climate-induced migration: exploring local perspective
in Kiribati, while Muller, Gray and Hopping (2020) studied climate-induced migration and
unemploymentin middle-income Africa, Bhatta D., Aggarwal K., and Belgrave A., (2015), only looked at
climate-induced migration in South Asia: looking at migration decision and gender dimensions of
adverse climatic events. This evidence, coupled with the never-ending rise in youth numbers from the
NBR abandoning their education and taking to irregular migration, and the impact on their lives and
their relatives necessitated this research. The sheer number of youths who lost their lives during these
voyages has left families devastated. To make sense of the numbers, a town in Italy is unofficially named
after a village in NBR (Njaba-Kunda), due to the number of youths from the village that have relocated
to Italy. Apart from the deaths, education has suffered setbacks due to the numbers dropping out of
school. Besides, education standards in the NBR are not at par with those of the urban areas.

Notably, the impact of climate is getting worse by the day. Youths are vital for the development and
sustenance of communities, but for the NBR, only women and the elderly are in large numbers.
Agriculture has declined, and the forest cover has been depleted due to climate and anthropogenic
factors, resulting in a reduction in crop yield.
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1.2. Study scope and significance

The object of the study is to assess climate change and extreme climate event's impact on the educational
attainment of youths vis-a-vis migration in the NBR. Global adaptation efforts are hampered by the
effects of climate change and The Gambia is not an exception to the vulnerability. This study aims to
understand how climate-induced migration has impacted young people's scholarly achievement in the
NBR. An IOM report (2013) shows that the region has the highest number of youths taking to irregular
migration. Consequently, this study examines why they migrate.

The NBR is vulnerable due to its strategic importance and location. It is on the lower reaches of the
Gambia River where it discharges into the Atlantic and serves as a gathering and departure point for
youths. As a fishing community, it holds the necessary components for the expedition, such as boats and
enthusiastic sailors. The research adopted a mixed-methods approach which combines primary and
secondary data. Focus group talks with key informants from the sampled community using a set of
structured and semi-structured questions Households were selected at random, while migrants and
deportees were purposefully selected. The exodus has generated interest that it needs a concerted effort
from the government, stakeholders and individuals to overcome. Climate variability has impacted
agricultural productivity as it is the most important determinant of agricultural activity from the
perspective of geographical coverage (Randell & Gray 2016). The Gambia population housing census
data for the past 30 years (1993, 2003 and 2013) indicates that there is a population increase, causing
a surge of internal migration (GBOS, National Migration Analysis, 2013). Most of the youthful population
with 37.2 % between the ages of 13 and 30, (population and housing census data, 2013) are employed
(44.9 %) in the agriculture, hunting, fishing and forestry industries.

The study revealed the impacts of climate change, the degree of environmental awareness and the
extreme weather events. It established that both rainfall, and maximum and minimum temperatures
trends are increasing, but the rainy season is shortened. Equally, it highlighted the trend of education in
the NBR. The higher the grades students attain vis-a-vis dropout rate are proportional. It further shows
that climate-extreme events negatively impacted youth education through reduced contact time. Lastly,
it shows the educational attainments of the youths reflect the push and pull factors in the area.

2. Theoretical Review

Migration is as old as man as people relocate in search of food and safety. The phenomenon has been
reinforced by urbanisation and economic divergence. In The Gambia, the late 80s and early 90s
witnessed an era of minimal to no travel restrictions, but it did not entice the youths to migrate.
However, the exodus escalated in the early 1990s. Novel viewpoints emanating from human geography,
cultural studies and qualitative sociology have influenced investigation into some aspects of migration
theorization (Langley, Vanore & Rango, 2016). Besides the prominent effects of climate change, it
bothers security while others took a protection approach, yet others depicted migration as an
adaptation/climate risk management strategy, due to the nexus between climate change and migration
has progressed in policy circles, academic, and advocacy, (Vanhala & Calliari, 2022). Nevertheless,
addressing the Gambian problem with a comprehensive migration theory will be arduous. Hence, the
following theories are examined to decipher the causes.

2.1. The neo-classical economic theory

[t explains individual decisions to maximise income in environments characterised by wage disparities,
“atheory that terms migrants as rational agents in pursuit of more dignified life opportunities” (Rajendra,
2014; Douglass, et al,, 1993) believe that the structural requirements of modern industrial economics
are what concerns the neo-classical theory while the new economics sees it from the point of view of
globalization and market penetration across international boundaries. Ostensibly, the Gambian
situation fits both points of view. According to the theory, migrants are motivated by the difference in
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wages and employment opportunities at the destination country, this concurs with the push factors of
Gambian migrants.

2.2. The network theory

The concept explains why organisational structures and practices become entrenched, and how and
why change occurs, (Henrich R. Greve & Linda Argote, n.d.), It reflects on the processes by which norms,
rules, schemas and routines, become reputable as authoritative guidelines for social behaviour (Scott,
n.d.), etc. However, these perspectives neglected the micro-level situations underpinning the Gambian
condition. Hence, the underlining implicit prepositions and assumptions of the neo-classical macro and
micro theories outlined in Douglass, et al,, (1993), and other theories, do not perfectly apply to The
Gambia yet, ostensibly outward labour movement seems to be responding to the forces of demand and
supply and wage differentials. This shows that there is a chasm between theory and practice in
understanding the Gambian case.

Douglass, et al, (436) postulate that the new economics of migration posits that broader entities related
to individuals, particularly family, decide on migration issues. This partly applies to The Gambia, as
families dispose of assets to foot migration costs. contrarily, youths surreptitiously migrate without
informing family members by self-financing trips through saving, selling family assets, or borrowing.

In developed economies public programs cushion the effects of risks to household incomes. Gambians
reasoned that migration is an incentive to diversify risks. Superficially the reasoning seems logical, but
intrinsically defective. In advanced societies, “price risk for agricultural produce is managed through
future markets that allow farmers to sell all or part of their crop for future delivery at a guaranteed
price.” However, The Gambia commodity marketing board inherited from the colonial administrators
deteriorated for several reasons.

2.3. Dual market theory

It hinged on “the fact that international migration was born from the fundamental labour demands of
present-day industrial societies.” Superficially, it harmonizes with the Gambian situation considering
the destination choices of migrants. Nevertheless, the exponential rise in the migration trend is
unrelated to labour demands in Europe and “the disjuncture in living standards between” the two
worlds. Therefore, other forces ignited the exodus.

Analysis of habeas corpus suspensions in India (1975-77), Brazil (1964-69), Israel (1945), and Germany
(1878-90) will link the prevalence of a silent state of emergency in The Gambia to the phenomenal rise
in migration. Others include France (1849; 1871-1876), Russia (1881), Ireland (1916), and Latin
American states. It is atypical for a state to preserve the unabridged enforcement of peacetime
constitutional rights in abnormal situations. Hence, investigating population relocation models in
Spanish Cuba (1893), The Philippines (1900-02), the South African Boar War (1899-01), Crimea Tatars
(1860-61; 1944) the Armenian (Ottoman) WWI incidence will reinforce the hypothesis that the
Gambian case transcends classical and neo-classical theories. An exemption to this rule looks as if the
new economics of labour migration (Stark, 1978, 1991), conceptualize migration within the context of
relative poverty and constraints as a household’s co-insurance strategy aimed at varying income via
risk-spreading. Individualistic optimization decisions are expected, from a protagonist's perspective, to
impart to a more optimum allocation of production factors at the macro level. This is expected to reduce
economic gaps between origin and destination areas. It involves the transfer of labour from poor areas
to rich countries and a reverse flow of capital from rich to poor areas (Haas, 2010).

2.4. Human capital theory

Becker's (1966) human capital theory emphasises the relationship between education and economic
gains. According to MacKenzie and Chiang (2021), individuals acquire greater problem-solving skills as
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they become educated, enhancing their employability, productivity and earning prospects. The theory
has been broadly applied in the economics of education, but it is challenged when applied to
international migrants (Matache, 2023). Studies established that migrants are disadvantaged in the job
markets of host countries, not only because of their attributed human capital but the depreciation of
their capital when they migrate to other countries (Karalis Noel & Finocchio, 2022). This makes qualified
individuals, after migrating, do menial jobs they despised in their home countries. The educational
credentials of migrants may not be at par with those acquired in the host country, making them
untransferable (Teixeira, 2014). However, the concept contradicts the situation where an unschooled
migrant makes more gains than the so-called educated. In The Gambia, education can be the answer to
the economic success of an individual, but looking at the education system, one cannot conclude that all
who succeed economically have a good education.

2.5. Social network theory

The social network theory postulates that people’s social relationships form a network where they assist
each other in achieving goals. According to Riordan (2000), the theory stems from social comparison
theory, which believes that people can adjust their attitudes and conducts through social reference
evaluations to gain peer reception, and self-identity and achieve the legality of group survival. It further
accepts that social networks inspire individual qualities and actions and in most cases, relationships are
more important than the actors themselves in explaining behaviour (Weir & Ali, 2024a). Blumenschein
and Hannisdal, (2024) suggest that emphasis is on the relationships and ties between individuals within
a network, the nature and quality of the relationship’s determinants of its usefulness to the individuals
involved, and the interconnections between members of the network are measured by the level of
cohesion (Burt, 1999). Castles et al (2005), asserted that this reduces the emotional and financial cost
and increases the refuge of migration. An example of this theory is the case of the Gambian Aku ethnic
group that has migrated without much difficulty, because of relatives they have abroad who assisted
them with documents, abode and work. The same sentiments were corroborated by (Weir and Alj,
2024b), saying this network can help facilitate people in the job market and ease their way into a new
society.

2.6. The push and pull theory

This is a Neo-classic migration theory understanding migration to be dependent on income and the
possibility of gaps between origin and destination areas (Rizvi et al., 2011). This confirms that
‘demographic, economic, cultural, social and environmental factors influence human capital both at
origin and destination countries and the primary explanation for international migration discovered in
the theoretical and the empirical literature deviates from the wage differential (Espindola, Silveira &
Penna, 2006).

Lee identified the factors related to the decision of migrants to travel as factors associated with the place
of origin, destination, intervening, and personal factors (1966). Push factors are found at the point of
origin and they act to propel out-migration while, pull factors are present at receiving levels (Langley,
Vanore & Rango, (2016). Push factors inspire individuals to depart from their origin, while pull factors
lure. Both factors can include economic, social, climatic, political, religious, and cultural issues. This
theory is interpreted by economists who have interpreted migration as after the differences in economic
opportunities and from anticipated wage differentials between origin and destination countries, (Falco,
Galeotti & Olper, 2019). Therefore, the theory harmonises with the Gambian situation where youth
migrate due to either of the reasons. The processes and diversification of migration types make it
difficult to envision an overarching theory (Rizvi et al., 2011), nonetheless,

this research is anchored on Lee’s push-pull theory.
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3. Existing Gap in Literature

Climate change impact dissects all aspects of human life, triggering pieces of research. This study focuses
on the impacts of climate-induced migration and the educational attainment of youths in the NBR.
Migration causes and extreme climate events have been studied extensively (Hatton & Williamson,
2002). Gambian research on the trajectories of climate-induced migration is limited. Hence, little is
known about education attainment and outmigration caused by climate change. Considerable gap on
the issue exists. Notwithstanding the growing public interest, quantitative literature on climate change,
climate-induced migration and their effects, is still in its infancy, (Cai et al., 2016a).

4. Research Design

Research designis the "Glue" that holds all the pieces of research together, (Islamia, 2016). Itis defined as
the plan, structure, strategy and investigation set to obtain explorable questions and regulatory variance
(Hossain, 2022). Therefore, the design relies on population size. Selected sample sizes should be
representatively significant to the population for a valid conclusion. Consequently, the larger the sample
size, the better the result.

The study hinges on the Push-Pull theory of migration, which postulates that push factors are found at
places of origin while the Pull factors are at destination points (Langley, Vanore & Rango, 2016). The
study used a mixed-method approach combining quantitative and qualitative data sought from primary
and secondary sources. The former was sourced from structured, and semi-structured interviews, focus
group discussions and key informant interviews which corroborates the research of (Libasse Sow et al,,
2018), where they sought information on farmers’ awareness, sources of climate change information
and adaptation strategies (Libasse Sow et al., 2018). Interviews using a survey were the primary source
of information, where semi-structured questionnaires were administered to sampled households. A
multi-stage sampling technique was used. The region was purposively selected out of the five regions of
the country, using available data on migration for the region, it has been confirmed that the NBR is
among the largest migrant centres in The Gambia (GBoS, Preliminary Report, 2024). An
inclusion/exclusion criterion was applied to identify communities to be included in the sampling,
thereby eliminating communities with a population of less than 50 households. Simple Random
sampling was used to select the sampled communities, and a total of 30 were selected from all six
districts of NBR. Sampling proportionate to size was used to determine the number of households for
the study, using the total number of houses in each district and the total sample size. Furthermore,
probability systematic sampling was used at the village level to select households. Secondary data on
rainfall, temperature, humidity and wind data were obtained from The Gambia Water Resources
Department. Students’ enrolment and completion rates data for the region were supplied by the
education ministry. To determine the sample size for the study, Yamane, 2003 or Slovin formula was
used, hence a sample size of 400 was reached.

4.1. Study area

The Gambia, a narrow strip of land flanking both banks of the River Gambia, lies between Latitude 13°00’
and 13°50' N and Longitude 16°50' and 13°45' W., bordered by Senegal, with a coastline extending 80
kilometres along the Atlantic. The country spans 11,295 square kilometres, including 1,295 square
kilometres of water bodies. River Gambia, (main natural feature), originating from the Fouta Jallon
Highlands in Guinea, flows across the country before discharging into an estuary. Only 13.7% of its vast
77,054 square-kilometre catchment area lies within Gambian borders. The climate is seasonal, marked
by a lengthy dry season from November to May, followed by a short, intense wet season from June to
October. Rainfall varies regionally, ranging from 1,100 millimetres annually in the southwest to 700
millimetres in the northeast. Administratively, The Gambia is structured into Banjul City Council and
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regions: Kanifing Municipal Council, West Coast, Lower River, Central River, Upper River, and NBR. The
river physically divides the country into northern and southern halves.

The NBR is subdivided into six districts, with Upper Baddibu being the largest and most populous.
Farafenni serves as the division's principal town. According to the 2013 and 2024 population censuses,
the total population increased from 221,054 to 248,475 people within its 2,255 square kilometres. The
region's literacy rate, measured at 59.8% during recent censuses, reflects ongoing efforts to enhance
educational access and quality, though slightly below the national average. The region's subtropical
climate supports subsistence agriculture. However, dependence on agriculture for livelihood faced the
impacts of climate change, notably the Sahara Desert encroachment, impacting land fertility and farming
practices. To determine how climate-induced migration affects the educational attainment of youths,
the study targets entire households within the towns and villages of its six districts as the sampling units.
A representative sample of households was selected from the region, as total household coverage is
impracticable.

4.2. Sampling technique and sample size

The study employed a multi-stage sampling method to determine the sample size. First, purposive
sampling was used to select the NBR, as data has shown that this region has the second-highest rate of
youth illegal migration (Armitano, 2017) and the highest figures of out-migration (Population and
Housing Census Data, 2013). Secondly, simple random sampling techniques were used to select the 30
communities. Thirdly, sampling proportionate to size (PPs) was used to select 400 households from the
region. Finally, systematic random sampling of (k=1) was used for the selection of households to be
interviewed. Two enumerators conducted interviews for each community; hence, one took households
on his left and the other on his right and the second compound was selected after the count of one
(k=1).

Sample Size Determination

To determine the appropriate sample size, the (Yamane, 2003) formula was used: n=N/ 1+Ne 2
where n= is the sample size of the study (region),

N = total population and

E =is the marginal eror.

The error term used in this study is 0.05 to ensure that 95% of the result is valid. The total population
size is 267,043 (Bureau of Statistics, 2021). Thus, using Equation 1, a total sample size of 400
households was obtained. However, it is noteworthy that a sampling error of 15 households was made.
To obtain the number of communities, a criterion was set: that is communities with less than 50
households were excluded from the sampling because such communities were insufficient to provide
needed data. Hence, a Random sampling technique was used to select the 30 communities. Furthermore,
sampling proportionate to sample size (PPS), where the probability of selecting a unit is proportional to
its sample size, was used to select the number of households in the randomly selected communities. The
PPS formula used was:

Sc= (HC/HA) * Sunnnermrersesessesssssessssssens (2)
where Hc= total number of households per community Hd= total number of households per district
S=total sample size for the study

Using Equation 2 above, the following households were selected in each district, see Table 1 below.
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Table 1

Distribution of Sample Size

District Total households  Total Number of Number of Number of
in each District communities in communities in Sampled
each District each District households in
each District

Lower Niumi 84088 70 8 130

Upper Niumi 42210 51 5 54

Jokadu 30694 40 4 40

Lower Badibu 20797 26 3 32

Central Badibu 26356 34 4 36

Illiasa 62898 61 6 108

Total 267043 282 30 400

4.3. Distribution of sample size per settlement
Table 2

Distribution of Sampled Communities and Households for the Study (A)

No. Sampled Communities Sampled number of households
Illiasa 108
1 Jumangsarr Ba 23
2 No-Kunda 18
3 Macca Farafenni 10
4 Konteh Kunda Sukoto 26
5 [lliassa 12
6 Gikimarr 19
Central Badibu 36
7 Nawleru 9
14 Wellingara Njugareh 10
15 Chesey Majaw 8
16 Jamagen 12
17 Bali Mandinka 10

Data collection started with a pre-test involving 10% of the sample size, equating to 40 interviews
conducted by two enumerators who were indigenes of the NBR. Final data, encompassing both
quantitative and qualitative data, were generated across 30 communities (Table 3).

Table 3

Distribution of Sampled Communities and Households for the Study

No Sampled Communities Sampled number of households
Upper Niumi 54
18 Bakalarr 10
19 Sika 15
20 Kerr Mama 10
21 Aljamdou 8
22 Pakau Saloum 11
Lower Niumi 130
23 Ndungu Kebbeh 12
24 Missiranding 20
25 Lowen 21
26 Samba Kala 14
27 Kerr Sanyang 15
28 Macca Bala Manneh 14
29 Essau 20
30 Wellingara Lewna 14
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The research assistants, underwent briefing to plan the division of communities among themselves.
Following the briefing, each was assigned household interviews. The method adopted ensured rigour
and research integrity. The household head was the target of the interview. However, some of their
absence necessitated their replacement with any family member aged 18 years or older. Questionnaires
were administered in person.

4.4. Data sources

The structured and unstructured questionnaires used to recognise how climate-induced migration
impacts the educational attainment of youths were in sections, with the research objectives, features of
interviewees, and data gathering method spelt out. In one-to-one conversations, the interviews were
conducted in local languages. Furthermore, a total of 30 key informants were interviewed for the study,
one in each settlement. Youth returnees attempted backway users, others who have migrated were the
focus of these questions and individuals with significant knowledge of the environment concerning
climate change.

The data used for the assessment of climate change's impact on education and the effect of migration on
educational attainment were obtained from primary and secondary data generated from the
administration of the questionnaire to household heads. School gross enrolment and completion rates
data determined enrolment and school dropout rates. Secondary data on enrolment and completion
rates were obtained from the annual Yearbook of the education ministry. The Gambia’s Bureau of
Statistics 2013, and 2024 census reports supplied the regional demographic data. Data on climatic
variability (1990-2021) were obtained from the Meteorology Department.

5. Data Analysis

The scrutiny of the climate data was aimed at the similarities between the observed climate data and
household observations. To approximate trends in temperature and cumulative rainfall over time using
the monthly values, the Mann-Kendall test and Sen’s slope estimator (Sen, 1968) were utilized.
Descriptive statistics were utilized to analyse weather events and climate change impact. The
association between migration and the windstorm frequency, increased rainfall, flood and drought,
cross tabulation was used while migration was treated as the dependent variable.

5.1. Demographic information of respondents

The demographic characteristics in Table 4 display the average age of interviewees in the NBR as 43.9
years. This implies that interviewees experienced the effects of climate change over a substantial period.
61.4% were male and 38.6% were female, a reflection of male dominance as household heads. Of the
interviewed 415 households, 81.7% were married. 13.3% were single, 4.1% were widowed, and 1%
were divorced while the average number of people per household is 15.6, 39.5% received Qur’anic
education 22.2% had secular education. 11.6% had tertiary education. primary education is 10.4%,
while unlettered is 8.0%. This displays the abysmal level of conventional literacy. 63% are agriculturists.
Businessmen and shop owners constitute 25%, civil servants 21.4%, and petty traders 19%, Casual
labourers, handicraftsmen, and construction workers constitute 15.7% and 13.5% respectively.
Artisanal mining, remittances, and professionals constitute the lowest income sources of the NBR.
Astonishingly the migration level is not reflected in the remittance earnings, due to abject poverty.
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Table 4

Demography Information

Average Age of Respondent 43.9
Gender Male 61.7
Female 38.3
Household head Yes 61.4
No 38.6
Sibling 9.4
Son/Daughter 37.2
Auty/Uncle 2.5
Relationship with the household Husband 3.8
head
Wife 384
Mother 4.4
Father 3.8
No formal education 7.5
Pre-school 0.5
Primary 10.4
Secondary 22.2
Level of edu Attained Tertiary 11.6
Technical (TVET) 0.5
Adult literacy 8
Madarassa 39.5
Agriculture/Farm /animal 63
/fishing/horticulture
Proceeds as shop/business owner 25
Proceeds from market sales (non- 19
farm)
Civil servant salary 214
Source of income Salary from industry (firm, factory, 11.6
corporation)
Salary from labour (handicrafts, 13.5
construction)
Day Labor-Temporary 15.7
Artisanal Mining 10
Remittances 30
Less than 5000 52.5
5000 to 15,000 35.4
level of income 15,000 to 25,000 6.7
25,000 to 35,000 4.6
35,000 and above 0.7
household size 15.64

5.2. Awareness, trend and impact of climate change

Climate change impacts are real. Figure 1 shows that 78.6% of interviewees are conscious of climate
variability, whilst 92% noticed changing trends in weather elements, indicating a high level of
awareness. Additionally, 21.4%, 8% and 11.7% were unaware of the changes, signifying a degree of
ignorance.
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Figure 1

Distribution of Climate Change Awareness, Trend and Impact in the NBR (%)
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5.3. Perceived changes in weather elements

Table 5. presents changes in the weather elements. 78.6%, 88.3%, 92% and 54% professed rainfall,
windstorm, temperature and relative humidity respectively as changing. 21.4%, 11.7%, and 8% while
46% perceived no change. All the weather elements, interviewees asserted, save relative humidity,
whose chances they are ignorant of, are rising.

Table 5

Perceived Changes in the Weather Elements (%)

Weather elements Yes No
Erratic rainfall 78.6 21.4
Windstorm 88.3 11.7
Increased Temperatures 92.0 8.0
Relative humidity 54.0 46.0

5.4. Climate change variability for the region

Table 6 summarises the statistics of climatic variability (1990-2021). The average total annual rainfall
of 882.2094 mm, had a standard deviation of 205.3124mm, whilst the annual mean maximum and
minimum temperatures were 35.3235 oC and 20.4217 oC respectively (standard deviation 0.45180C
and 1.3924 oC,) signifying a fairly constant and low variability in the minimum and maximum
temperatures. The annual mean relative humidity was 59.2707% (standard deviation of 3.3766%).

Table 6

Summary Statistics of the Climate Variability of the NBR

Variable Mean Std. deviation
Total Annual Rainfall 882.2094 205.3124
Average Maximum Temperature 35.3235 0.4518
Average Minimum 20.4217 1.3924
Temperature

Average Relative Humidity 59.2707 3.3766

5.5. Climate variability summary statistics

In Table 7. Mann-Kendall’s trend test analysis was conducted to determine the fluctuation (1990-2012)
of total rainfall (mm), maximum temperature (oC), minimum temperatures (0C), and relative humidity
(%). The data displays a statistically significant trend of 0.0330 for rainfall at a 5% significant level. A
maximum temperature trend of 0.0005 at a 5% significant level and a minimum temperature (oC) of
0.0083 at a 5% significant level. The Sen’s slope values show a positive slope for total rainfall and
maximum temperature of 10.7010 and 0.0303. while a negative slope was observed for minimum
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temperatures (0C) and relative humidity (%), -0.0741 and -0.0162 respectively, (Table 7). However, the
magnitude of the increasing trend is higher in the annual maximum temperature (0C) (0.0303) than the
decreasing annual minimum temperature (oC) (-0.0162). Total annual rainfall is increasing
progressively. This brings into focus the findings of Bayo and Mahood (2023), who asserted that rainfall
patterns since 1994, show variability he attributed to climate change impacts.

Table 7

Summary Statistics of the Climate Variability of the NBR

Kendall’s Tau S Var(S) p-vale (Two-tailed)

Total Rainfall 0.2661 132.0000 0.0000 0.0330 10.7010
(mm)
Maximum 0.4234 210.0000 0.0000 0.0005 0.0303
Temperature
(°Q)
Minimum -0.3266 -162.0000 0.0000 0.0083 -0.0741
Temperatures
Q)
Relative -0.0263 -13.0000 3799.6667 0.8456 -0.0162
Humidity (%)

Figure 2

Summary Statistics of the Climate Variability
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5.6. Distribution of extreme weather events (%)

Floods, increasing rainfall, temperature, windstorms, and drought, are associated with climate change
impacts. Figure 2 displays their distributions. 41.5% of interviewees admitted that windstorms have a
vital climate change impact. Windstorm frequencies escalated over a decade, with secondary data from
the Department of Meteorology showing that windstorm occurrences rose from 1 to 13 (2010-2020).
This complements the IPCC (2023) report that extreme storms, ... often have significant societal impacts.
It matches the findings of the 2020 population and housing survey, confirming that between 2017 and
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2018, windstorms and flash floods affected 5,299 people and displaced 3,806 and 4,634 respectively,
(Bureau of Statistics, 2020). Increased temperatures impacted climate change. This harmonises with the
IPCC (2023) statement that there is an increase in the intensity and frequency of high temperatures and
a decrease in the intensity and frequency of cold extremes.

The year 2022/2023 witnessed an increase in rainfall countrywide, associated with its recurrence
interval. Rainfall has continued to increase over the years (Figure 3). Furthermore, this development
has been worsened by poor farming practices and bushfires, aggravating the effects of climate change.
Figure 3 harmonizes with Friel et al (2021), the increased occurrence of extreme weather events such
as flash floods, droughts, windstorm and resulted in the spontaneous displacement of more than 17
million people in Africa since 2008.

Figure 3

Distribution of Climate Change Impacts (%)

Climate change impact
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Increase rainfall 5.5
Increase temperature 20.2
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5.7. Properties affected by extreme weather events

Table 8 shows the distribution of the areas affected by climate-extreme events. 37.6% of interviewees
believe that their homes are the most affected by climate-extreme events, caused by the frequency of
windstorms. As windstorms increase, schools are also affected, supported by 16.2% of the interviewees.
Agricultural practices are also affected by climate-extreme events. 15.9% and 10.9% of gardens and
livestock are affected.

Table 8

Distribution of Areas Affected by Extreme Weather Events (%)

Areas affected %
Home 37.6
Livestock 10.3
Vehicle 0.3
School 16.2
Farmland 15.9
Garden 10.9
Road 8.8

5.8. Impacts of drought, windstorms, flood, increased rainfall and temperatures. The impact of
drought

The NBR is on the fringe of the Sahara. Figure 4 displays the effects of drought. The noticeable effect
caused by increasing temperatures is crop failures amounting to 48.3. Hence, famine was recorded at
31% as the second important effect of drought. Water scarcity, loss of lives and properties, amounted to
10.4%, 5.3%. Water scarcity could result from an increase in temperatures which aggravates
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evaporation and evapotranspiration. This lowers the water table and starving trees of water. As the NBR
has its western section adjacent to the sea, droughts exacerbate saltwater intrusion.

Figure 4
The Impact of Drought on the People of NBR (%)
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5.9. The impact of windstorms

Figure 5 shows windstorm impacts that caused infrastructural damage, and loss of farmlands, lives and
properties, which interviewees reported as the most affecting them, registering 21.4%, 18.6% and 16%
respectively. Furthermore, it causes emotional trauma (13,4%), pollution (11.1%), power outages
(10,6%) and reduced tourism activities (8.9%).

Figure 5
Distribution of the Impact of Windstorms on the People of NBR (%)
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5.10. The impact of increased rainfall

Figure 6 illustrates the effects of increased rainfall. The study shows that 25% and 20% of interviewees
reported youth education and the danger of waterborne diseases as the most serious. Others include
crop damage, displacement of people and loss of properties registering 11%, 10.7% and 10.5%
respectively. Additionally, 9.9%, 8.7% and 4.2% of interviewees complained of financial losses,
emotional stress and wildlife and eco-system damage respectively as the least affected. Noteworthy is
that increased rainfall does not mean the absence of droughts. When the duration of rainfall is shorter
than usual, the distribution is uneven, accompanied by increasing temperatures, and then the rate of
evaporation supersedes the rate of recharge, causing drought.
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Figure 6
Distribution of the Impact of Increased Rainfall on the People of NBR (%)
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5.11. Soaring temperatures
Figure 7, Distribution of the impact of increased temperatures (%).

The study shows that temperature increase affected their welfare (22%) and the main source of
livelihood. 18.1% of interviewees claimed that crop damage is the severest effect of temperature rise.

Uncharacteristically high temperatures affected well-being through poor farm yield.

A demonstrated long-run effect of rising average surface temperature is its negative effect on
productivity in agriculture, (Cattaneo & Peri, 2016).

Figure 7

Distribution of the Impacts of Increased Temperatures
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5.12. Educational attainment

Migrants' destination varies but internal migrants target Banjul (the Capital), the West Coast Region,
and Brikama. With the advent of irregular migration, youth from the region opt for Europe (47.5%). The
Basic education system comprises three different levels, Lower Basic Education, Upper Basic Education
and Senior Secondary Education. Figure 8, shows the percentage gross enrolment rate and completion
rates at the Lower Basic Education level of the NBR from 2011 to 2021. Enrolment for the region at the
lower level has been increasing steadily over the years and has reached the MDG for education. Gender
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disparity is almost equal. GER has increased from 80% in 2011 to over 130%, whilst completion rates
also followed the same trend increasing from 65% in 2011 to over 100% in 2021.

Figure 8
GER and Completion Rates LBE of the NBR from 2011 to 2021(%)
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5.13. School completion rates

Figure 9, shows the GER and completion rates at the Upper Basic level for the NBR between 2011 and
2021. Like the LBE, GER and completion rate figures have been steadily increasing over the years. The
gross enrolment rate (GER) has also increased across the board Ministry of Basic and Secondary
Education (2022). Enrolment figures increased from 55% and 58% in 2011 and 2012 to 65% in 2013.
2019, 2020 and 2012 were the years with the highest record for GER at the UBE in the NBR, registering
67%, 68%and 73%. Furthermore, completion rates have been fluctuating between 49% and 58%
between 2011 and 2020, but a significant increase was of 64% recorded in 2021. Although GER and
completion rates increased, a decrease was noticed when compared to that of the LBE.

Figure 9
GER and Completion Rates UBE of the NBR from 2011 to 2021(%)
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5.14. GER and Completion Rates SSS

Figure 10, above shows the GER and completion rates of students in SSS in the region. Both GER and
completion rates have decreased greatly. 2020 and 2021 recorded the highest GER for the SSS, the rest
from 2011 to 2019 have GER less than 35%. However, a significant drop is witnessed from the lower
levels. The same phenomenon applies to completion rates, as it decreased to 36% in 2021, the highest
for 11 years. However, both GER and completion rates for the region continue to drop as students climb
the ladder to higher grades. There is a high dropout rate in the NBR.
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Figure 10
GER and Completion Rates SSS of the NBR from 2011 to 2021(%)

Percentage GER and Completion Rates SSS

2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011

W
Q
w
0l
i
[e]

a5

=]
v
2
o

15 20 25
m Completion Rate ™ GER
5.15. Interruption experienced in education

Figure 11 shows the percentage of interviewees who experienced disruptions in their education due to
climate-extreme events. 50.8% of interviewees responded that education was interrupted by climate-
extreme events, and 49.2% stated unaffected.

Figure 11

Disruption Experienced Education Due to Climate Extreme Events (%)
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5.16. Extreme events affecting education

Figure 12 shows the extreme climate events that affected education. In Figure 3, the major impacts of
climate change were the extreme events and education was severely impacted by windstorms. Hence,
63.9% of interviewees reported windstorms as climate-extreme events that affected education.
Flooding ranked second and 18.3%. Increasing temperatures were stated to have affected education by
4.8% of interviewees. The least of 2.9% and 2.8% of interviewees felt that drought and wildfires affect
education in the region.

Figure 12
Climate-Extreme Related Events That Affect Education in the NBR (%)
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5.17. Climate change impact on educational attainment

Extreme events had lasting impacts on education. Figure 13 displays the distribution of extreme events'
impact on education. What constitutes schooling (65.6%) is problematic among students due to climate-
extreme events.
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Windstorms blow away school roofs, collapse walls and destroy furniture rendering them unusable for
periods, thereby reducing student contact time. Another effect is the dropout rate. 34.4 % of
interviewees reported.

Figure 13

The Distribution of Climate Extreme Impact on Education in the NBR (%)
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5.18. Association between migration and extreme climate events

Table 9, indicates the association between migration and severity of occurrence of extreme climate
events. The cross-tabulation shows that 63.9% and 83.2% of interviewees believe that windstorms and
droughts are increasing, leading to migration. Only 49.5% and 30% believe that rainfall and flooding are
rising. This shows the capacity of people to put up with the impacts of increased rainfall and flood,
compared to that of windstorms and droughts.

Instead, 62.3% and 50% believe that windstorms and drought are declining, but they will migrate, whilst
54.4% stated that despite a reduction in rainfall and flood migration persists, a testimony of the mindset
over migration and attests to the numbers leaving. Hence, migration is an adjustable capacity of the
people to the impact of climate change.

Table 9

Association between Migrated (Dependent Variable) and Frequency of Occurrence of Drought, Flood and Windstorm
(Independent Variables) (A Crosstabulation)

Frequency of . .
Windstorms Increased Rainfall Flood Drought
Occurrence
Options
0 1 2 0 1 2 0 1 2 0 1 2
Count 62 19 16 48 30 19 48 30 19 11.9 13 11
0 %
. 639 19.6 16.5 495 309 196 495 309 196 832 9.1 7.7
migrate Mlgrated
d
Count 198 73 47 173 71 74 173 71 74 61 24 36
1 %
623 230 14.8 544 22.3 233 544 223 233 504 198 29.8
Migrated

5.19. The association between migrated and occurrence extreme climate events (a
crosstabulation)

Table 10 depicts a crosstab between; Have you migrated for the last five years (dependent variable) and
severity of drought, rainfall, increased temperatures and windstorms (independent variables) (see table
8), chi-square for severe drought and floods were found to be highly significant recording P values of
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0.003 and 0.001 (p<0.05), windstorms and heavy rains, were found to be insignificant with P-values of
0.757 and 0.218. Hence, it indicates that drought and floods can cause people to migrate simply because
there is little, they can do about it, whilst windstorms and heavy rains are not causing any migration in
the NBR.

Table 10

Shows the Association between Migrated (Dependent Variable) and Severity of Occurrence of Drought, Rainfall and
Windstorm (Independent Variables) (A Crosstabulation)

Severity Drought Windstorm Increased Rainfall Flood
Asymptotic Asymptotic Asymptotic Asymptotic
Significance Significance Significance Significance

Value df (2-sided) Value df (2-sided) Value df (2-sided) Value df (2-sided)

Pearson

Chi- 11.392a 2 0.003 5572 2 0.757 3.0472 2 0.218 13.390a 2 0.001

Square

]ﬁ‘akt‘i*cl)‘ho"d 11.818 2 0.003 0565 2 0.754 2944 2 0230 13.900 2 0.001

Linear-by-

Linear 5395 1 0.020 0.000 1 0.994 0.017 1 0.896 13.349 1 0.000

Association

NofValid 45 415 415 415

Cases

5.20. Migration impact on educational attainment population trend

Figure 14 shows the population trend during the past six censuses. The NBR Population dwindled
between 1973 and 1983 from 18.9% to 16.3%. In 1993, it further decreased to 15.1%, 12.7% in 2003,
11.9% in 2013 and 10.3 % in 2024. This designates a steady emigration.

Figure 14
Population Trend in the Region (%) (Gobs 2024)
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5.21. Youth population

The attention focused on the youth attests they are in the majority in conformity. This is with the
situation in the country where the population is largely youthful, with 40.8 % under 15 years of age,
(GBoS, 2024). As of 2023, the NBR youth population aged 15+ was 142,141(Gbos, 2023), principally
unemployed but assisting their parents on the farms during the farming season.
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5.22. Common prevalent migration

Figure 15 revealed that 60.8% of the majority of the people relocated to urban areas, this was validated
by the Gambia Bureau of Statistics National Migration Analysis (2013), which stressed that of the
140,761 Gambians' rural-urban migrants and more than 28.0% of them were rural born in Kerewan,
areas nevertheless, 93.0% of them were enumerated in the urban centres. Noteworthy is that Banjul,
the capital city, witnessed a negative population growth over the last twenty years due to out-migration
to the adjacent emerging residential and industrial conurbation. Most people moving from urban-rural
migration are peculiar among those on postings either as civil servants or staff of Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGOs), GBoS, 2013).

Figure 15
Distribution of Migration’ Types (%)
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5.23. Migrants destination

Figure 16 shows the destination countries of the migrants. The breakdown reveals that 47.5% went to
Europe, 29% left for internal urban areas, 11.3% relocated to African countries, 9.9% left to America
and 2.4% to Asia. Europe ranks highest due to illegal migration. The same findings were made by
Armitano (2017), highlighting that people moving out of rural areas to urban and/or other countries.
Hence Europe and North America have become an enduring end point.

Figure 16

Destination of Migrants (%)
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5.24. The average age, route taken, migration decision-making and trip financing

Figure 17 shows the spreading of migrants’ average ages, the preferred route, the decision-making
process and financing. The average ages between 15 to 30 were found to be the principal age bracket,
in line with The Gambia Bureau of Statistics National migration analysis (2013), reinforcing of that the
propensity to migrate was high among the youthful population in the 15-29 age bracket with the
proportion being larger in the age group 20-24 (15.1%), and a majority of them 77.6% opt for irregular
routes. 53.7% of them obtained finances from family and close relatives. The age bracket of 31 to 45
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migrates less than the former age bracket. Nevertheless, 53.7% go unaccompanied after prudently
saving although, they fall back on remittances from family members when they are stuck midway.

Figure 17
Distribution of Average Age, Route Taken During Migration, Migration Decision-Making and Trip
Financing (%)
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5.25. Education levels with skilled and unskilled migrants

Figure 18 shows the level of education of migrants and their skills. According to interviewees, 75.4% of
unlettered migrants acquired pre-migration skills and only 24.6% of them are unskilled. For those with
primary education, 60% are skilled, and 40% are unskilled. Amongst migrants with Quranic education,
45.7% are skilled, whilst 54.3% are unskilled. Furthermore, 39.9% of migrants with upper basic
education are skilled and the majority 60.1% are unskilled. The majority of migrants with senior
secondary and tertiary education are less skilled.

Figure 18
Distribution of Level of Education with Skilled and Unskilled (%)
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Table 4, examines the levels of education attained by domestic migrants. The result indicates that of the
total number of migrants, 40% received primary education. Increasingly, 30% attained secondary level
and 20% attained tertiary levels after migration, with 10% not accounted for. 45.45% of the total
number attained secondary levels, while a significant portion 38.64% advanced to tertiary education
after migration. Quranic/madrassa education registered 71.4%, of which 14.3% could only attain
secondary education after migration. Finally, migrants who attained tertiary education before migration
retained their educational attainment level, signifying stability and consistency in their outcomes.

6. Field Observations

The study revealed that the age bracket 15 to 30 years old are mostly involved in migration, followed
by those from 31 to 45 years old while the least are those from 46 to 65 years old. Hence the younger
generation are migrating (77.6%). Most of them make the decision independently. In some instances,
family members foot the bill for the benefit of the household. Funds are generated through loans and
sales of family assets.
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Migrants’ education is often jeopardized. The majority leave only with a Qur’anic education with no
prospect of further education in Europe, while 58.8% had a senior secondary education. 20% and 51.9%
of them had only primary secular education. Except for those with senior secondary education, most
had no intention of schooling in Europe. However, migrants with Qur’anic and primary education are
handymen like carpenters, bricklayers, tailors, fishermen and drivers. carpentry, masonry, tailoring,
printing, fishing, and driving. Secondary school leavers are the least skilled as they were acquiring
Western education more on their education for a considerable period dropping out of school. The
exodus was triggered due to unemployment, desire to fend for the family, underemployment, layoffs,
and associated farming problems. Others include political refuge, inadequate infrastructures, relocation
of a Households, insufficient farmlands, natural disasters etc. Family income sources were negatively
impacted by extreme heat thereby jeopardizing food self-sufficiency. It also leads to bushfires.

The NBD has scattered settlements with inadequate road networks. Interviewees were reluctant to
participate because some households were uninterested while others found the process to be time-
consuming. Some household heads were absent hence others were substituted. Focus group discussions
were difficult due to the scepticism about divulging information. Besides, there was no material/cash.
Finally, the heat of the sun was daunting.

7. Summary and Conclusion

The NBR experienced climate change-induced environmental changes which have caused an increase in
rainfall. However, the rainy season has become shorter, compared to the pre-1990 years before. There
is a correlation between the severity of climate extreme events and the frequency of occurrence. The
variability trend of rainfall, maximum and windstorms are increasing, whilst minimum temperatures
decreased from 1990 to 2021. Consequently, flooding, crop damage, soil infertility, loss of life and
properties, health issues, and infrastructural damage result.

The focal climate change impacts are an increase in average rainfall, maximum temperatures and
windstorms, and a reduction in minimum temperatures. School enrolment rates completion rates in the
upper grades, and school contact time and dropout rates are inversely proportional. Insatiable desire to
migrate among the 15-30 years age group pervades the area. Migrants finance themselves and save
when they are cash-striped enroute before seeking assistance. Those with Qur’anic education are more
skilful than those with secular education.

8. Recommendations

Climate information, statistical baseline, and early warning signs should be available and affordable.
Government priorities should include the availability of programmes for the legal migration of skilled
and unskilled youths. Education policies should address job creation, the ministry should prioritize
quality education in rural areas to ease frustration. Technical education should provide skills for
dropouts who cannot cope with the conventional curriculum. climate change education should be
incorporated into the education curricula to enlighten pupils on its impact, mitigation, and adaptation
strategies. Concerted efforts should decentralize development in rural areas, in collaboration with Non-
Governmental Organisations. Public enlightenment campaigns on the risks associated with irregular
migration should be intensified. Also, the provision of alternative learning methods to support displaced
populations in times of need would be helpful. Agricultural Extension Workers should assist in forest
regeneration and educate farmers on adaptation mechanisms. To foster greater awareness among
marginalized groups, sensitization efforts should be implemented at community levels.
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0z: Bu aragtirmanin amaci, istanbul’da yasayan Suriyeli go¢gmen esnaflarin is piyasasina
ve sosyal hayata entegrasyon siireclerini incelemek ve analiz etmektir. Nitel bir arastirma
olarak tasarlanan c¢alismada, fenomenolojik desen kullanilmis ve amagh 6rneklem
yontemiyle Istanbul’da faaliyet gésteren farkh sektérlerden Suriyeli esnaflar secilmistir.
Arastirma kapsaminda, yar1 yapilandirilmis goriisme teknigiyle elde edilen veriler,
mekansal tercihler, is piyasasinda yer edinme, gogmen dayanisma aglari, dil 6grenme
paradoksu ve dili muhafaza etmede alternatif yollar olmak lizere dort ana baslikta analiz
edilmistir. Suriyeli esnaflarin Tiirkiye’de esnaflik faaliyetlerine katilimlarinin, toplumsal
uyum siireclerine olumlu etkileri oldugu goriilmektedir. Is piyasasina entegrasyonlarinda,
sosyal sermaye, kiiltiirel yakinlik ve yerel halkla iligskiler 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir.
Bununla birlikte, go¢men esnaflarin biirokratik engeller, dil bariyerleri ve ekonomik
dalgalanma gibi zorluklarla karsilastiklar tespit edilmistir. Bunun yaninda ekonomik
sermayenin basat roli iistlendigi goriilmektedir. Arastirma sonucunda, gé¢menlerin is
piyasasina adim atma ve is piyasasinda varliklarini siirdiirme stireglerinin tilkeye uyum
saglama noktasinda faydali oldugu sonucuna varilmistir. Arastirma, Suriyeli gé¢men
esnaflarin deneyimlerinden hareketle, uyum siireglerini destekleyen mekanizmalarin
gelistirilmesinin gerekliligini vurgulamaktadir. Bu baglamda, calismanin sonuglari,
gocmenlere yonelik politikalarin olusturulmasinda yol gosterici nitelik tasimaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Goc, Is Piyasasi, Entegrasyon, Girisimcilik, Etnik Ekonomi, Suriyeli
Girisimciler

Abstract: The aim of this study is to examine and analyze the integration processes of
Syrian immigrant tradespeople living in Istanbul into the labor market and social life.
Designed as a qualitative study, the research employs a phenomenological approach and
purposefully selects Syrian tradespeople operating in various sectors in Istanbul. The data
obtained through semi-structured interviews were analyzed under four main themes:
spatial preferences, gaining a foothold in the labor market, immigrant solidarity networks,
the paradox of language learning, and alternative ways of preserving the native language.
It was observed that the participation of Syrian tradespeople in entrepreneurial activities
in Tirkiye positively contributes to their social integration processes. Social capital,
cultural proximity, and relations with the local population play a significant role in their
integration into the labor market. However, challenges such as bureaucratic obstacles,
language barriers, and economic fluctuations were identified. Moreover, economic capital
was found to have a predominant role in their integration efforts. The research concludes
that the processes of entering and maintaining a presence in the labor market are
instrumental in fostering the adaptation of immigrants to the host country. Based on the
experiences of Syrian tradespeople, the study emphasizes the necessity of developing
mechanisms to support integration processes. In this context, the findings serve as a guide
for shaping policies aimed at immigrants.

Keywords: Migration, Labor Market, Integration, Entrepreneurship, Ethnic Economy,
Syrian Entrepreneurs
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Extended Abstract

As a social phenomenon, migration brings various responsibilities for the individual and also presents
challenges in the integration process into the country of migration. In this sense, migration can lead to
psychological, sociological, and economic problems for the individual. The migrant must strive to adapt
to the social, cultural, and economic structure of the country they have migrated to. In this context,
individuals enter into an effort to integrate into the daily life of the country they have migrated to and
employ different strategies to overcome the difficulties they face during this process. Therefore,
migrants must go through a different integration process than Turkish entrepreneurs when it comes to
forming an entrepreneurial identity. In other words, entrepreneurship, when viewed from the
perspective of migrants, is observed to be a more challenging process.

This research aims to reveal the effects of the socio-economic capital and survival skills developed by
Syrian migrant entrepreneurs in Istanbul on their integration processes into the labor market and social
life. The main goal of the study is to understand the effects of Syrian migrant entrepreneurs, who
practice entrepreneurship in the Fatih district of Istanbul, a region preferred due to its high migrant
population, on their integration into the labor market and social life through their entrepreneurial
experiences.

The study was constructed using a phenomenological design, one of the qualitative research methods.
Data collection tools, such as audio recordings and interview forms, were used. The study was conducted
through in-depth interviews with 9 participants using a semi-structured interview form. With the
consent of the participants, audio recordings were made, and the recordings were transcribed at the
end of the day. Following transcription, codes were created based on the obtained data, categories were
formed from these codes, and themes were derived from the categories, leading to the writing of the
findings and analysis of the research.

The study focuses on understanding and explaining the role of entrepreneurship in the integration
processes of migrant entrepreneurs into the labor market and social life. In this context, the reasons for
migration of entrepreneurs, the role of entrepreneurship in integration processes, and the impact of
socio-economic capital on adaptation processes are discussed.

It is known that the primary reason for Syrian migrant entrepreneurs to come to Tiirkiye is the war, but
the choice of Tiirkiye by participants from upper-class backgrounds is influenced by previous contacts
with the country, economic efficiency, cultural similarity, and existing social networks. The main reason
migrants prefer the Fatih district is the area's customer potential and trade volume. It is noteworthy
that migrant entrepreneurs tend to prioritize their own communities when selecting workers, and the
majority of their customer profiles are Arab-origin individuals.

Migrant entrepreneurs face certain barriers in the working life. While they do not face difficulty in
obtaining work permits, they struggle with obtaining long-term permits when traveling to different
cities. Additionally, changes in local government lead to bureaucratic challenges, causing discomfort.
This situation has negative impacts on their integration processes into the labor market and social life.

Based on the interviews and observations, it has been confirmed that migrant entrepreneurs use
entrepreneurship as a tool for adapting to the country. However, entrepreneurship is not the focal point
in this context. Their participation in working life is generally an action they take to sustain their lives.
Therefore, entrepreneurship is not separated from the overall working life in terms of adapting to the
country.

It was learned that migrant entrepreneurs had previous professions in entrepreneurship, and no
professional differentiation was observed. There may be a change in terms of expertise. Moreover, when
delving into the life stories of the migrants, it was concluded that they had not experienced vertical social
mobility.
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Entrepreneurs are seen to engage in the labor market in order to adapt to the country, but they continue
this process through their own culture. In other words, it can be said that they sell products that the
local population would not prefer, target “Arab” customers as their client profile, and therefore tend to
form a kind of ghetto within themselves.

The study concludes that economic capital is the dominant factor in the integration processes of migrant
entrepreneurs into the labor market, while social capital is also an important factor but remains
secondary compared to economic capital. Furthermore, economic capital plays a leading role in social
acceptability. Migrants with higher income levels can be considered to have surpassed the glass ceiling.
Based on the findings of the research, it was concluded that Syrian migrants’ family and kinship ties,
ethnic networks, and local friends are important components of their social capital. These social
networks are crucial in both labor market and social life integration processes.

Based on the interviews and observations, it was determined that there is a two-dimensional structure
in language learning, where some migrants do not feel the need to learn the language, while others see
it as a necessity. This situation is viewed as a paradox and shows the two different sides of the social
reality. It can be stated that while language courses are effective, work life plays a critical role in gaining
practical language skills. Furthermore, migrants resort to alternative ways to preserve their languages
and cultures and pass them on to future generations. The language learning process plays a crucial role
in the integration of migrants into social life and the labor market.

In conclusion, while Tiirkiye has been an attractive destination for Syrian migrant entrepreneurs due to
job opportunities and various reasons, the barriers they face in their work life have made their
integration into the country more challenging. The social networks and language learning of migrants
have led to positive short-term results in their integration processes. In this context, different
arrangements could be made to accelerate the integration of migrants into both the labor market and
social life.

1. Giris

Gog, tiim canlilar icin ortak bir gercekliktir. Bircok canli hayatlarini idame ettirebilmek amaciyla yer
degistirme hareketini gerceklestirir. Sosyal bir varlik olarak insanlar da kimi zaman zorunlu olarak kimi
zamansa kendi iradeleriyle go¢ etme pratigini icra ederler. Gog, insanlik tarihinin kac¢inilmaz bir
gercekligidir. Ibrahimi dinlerin hemen hepsinde kabul edilen Adem ve Havva'nin kissasi, cennetten
diinyaya gocle baslar. Insanlik tarihinin ilk ¢aglarindan itibaren gerceklesen go¢ hadisesinin en carpici
orneklerinden biri de kuskusuz Kavimler Gocii'diir. Tarih sahnesinde oldukga biiytik etkileri olan bu
gocle birlikte tiim diinya farkli sekillerde etkilenmistir. Eski donemlerde daha ¢ok ekolojik etki ve savas
gibi faktorler sebebiyle gerceklesen go¢ hadisesi giinlimiizde ¢ok daha farkli nedenlerle de
gerceklesmektedir. Gog ile birlikte hem go¢ alan hem de go¢ veren iilkeler, basta demografik yap1 olmak
lizere cesitli yonlerden etkilenmektedirler.

Temelde bir yerden baska bir yere gecis olarak adlandirilan gé¢ mefhumunun farklh tanimlamalar yer
almaktadir. Uluslararas: Go¢ Orgiitii’'ne gore gog; siiresi, yapisi ve nedeni ne olursa olsun insanlarin yer
degistirdigi niifus hareketleridir (I0M, 2009, s. 22). Fakat daha kapsamli bir tanimlama ile gég; bireysel,
ekolojik, iktisadi yahut siyasi sebeplerden hareketle, yasanilan yerden baska bir yere gerceklestirilen,
kisa veya uzun siireli cografi, toplumsal ve kiiltlirel degisimi iceren bir niifus hareketidir (Yaman, 2019,
s. 20). Bu anlamda gdc¢ii sadece bir yerden baska bir yere gerceklestirilen hareket olarak tanimlamak;
gociin nedenleri, vadesi ve sonuglar1 gibi kisimlar1 atlamasi nedeniyle dogru ve tam bir tanimlama
olmayacaktir. Zira goc, ayni zamanda toplumsal yapidaki bir degiseme de neden olmaktadir.

Tiirkiye’de go¢ hadisesi, Cumhuriyetin ilanindan sonra, basta Tiirkiye’'nin cografi konumu itibariyle
hareketlilik kazanmistir. 1980 yilina kadarki dénemde; Tiirk-Yunan miibadelesi, Bulgaristan’dan
(1950) gelen gocler, 1980 sonrasi donemde ise Afgan i¢ savasi nedeniyle Afgan go¢menlerin Tiirkiye'ye
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gelmesi ve glinlimiize gelindiginde, 2011 yilinda Suriye’de baslayan i¢ savasla birlikte Arap Baharinin
etkisiyle Tiirkiye’ye gelen Suriyeli gécmenlerle birlikte Tiirkiye’de go¢ hadisesi yeniden giindeme
gelmistir. “Tirkiye, 1951 tarihli Miiltecilerin Hukuki Durumuna Dair Cenevre Sozlesmesi'ne taraf
olmasindan ve diistiigii “cografi sinirlama” serhine dayali olarak sadece Avrupa iilkelerinden gelenlerin
miiltecilik basvurusunu kabul edebildiginden Suriyeliler icin bir formiil iiretme cabasi icine girmistir”
(Beyaz, 2000, s.70). Bunedenle Suriyeli gocmenler i¢in ‘miilteci’ ifadesini kullanmak, bu ¢alisma i¢in tam
anlamiyla dogru bir kavramsallastirma olmayacaktir. Bu anlamda ¢alisma Suriyeli gocmen esnaflar
tizerine yapilmistir.t

Arap Bahari olarak adlandirilan siireg, ilk olarak Tunus’ta baslamis olup daha sonraki siirecte Suriye’ye
yansimistir. “Suriye’den Tiirkiye’ye yonelik ilk toplu niifus hareketi, 29 Nisan 2011 tarihinde
gerceklesmistir” (Erdogan, 2018, s.5). Hatay sinir kapisinda gergeklestirilen bu niifus hareketinde, 260
kisinin sinirdan igeri girdigi soylenmektedir. Tiirkiye bu akinlara karsilik “insan merkezli” bir yaklagimi
esas alarak savastan kacan Suriyeli vatandaslar icin “acik kap1” ilkesi uygulamistir. Bu dogrultuda, gegici
koruma kanunu ile Suriyeli vatandaslar sinirlardan igeri alinmistir. Donemin siyasi aktérlerinin
soylemlerine kiyasla beklenenden ¢ok daha fazla Suriyeli siginmacinin gegici koruma altinda Tirkiye’'de
ikamet ettikleri bilinmektedir. Gegici Koruma, devletlerin geri gondermeme yiikiimliiliikleri
cercevesinde Kkitleler halinde iilke sinirlarina ulasan kisilere, bireysel statii islemleri ile vakit
kaybetmeden, belirli haklar saglamay1 hedefleyen pratik ve tamamlayici bir ¢6ziim yoludur (Adigiizel,
2022,5.93).

Suriyeli gécmenlerin en cok tercih ettikleri is kollarindan biri de esnafliktir. Esnaf kavrami, Arapca
kokenli bir kelime olup kol ve beden giiciine dayanan isletmeler olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Esnaflik,
slireg icerisinde bir sosyo-ekonomik sermaye de icermesi gerektirdigi icin go¢cmenler anlaminda daha
zorlu bir siire¢ olarak goriilmektedir. Bu anlamda esnaflarin entegrasyon siiregleri biiyiik bir 6nem arz
etmektedir. Entegrasyon siireci, go¢menler icin kiiltiirel, sosyal ve kimlik diizeylerinde bir
uyumlastirma hedeflemektedir. Bu stireg, ev sahibi tilkedeki insanlarin kabul edilebilirligini de
gerektirmesi bakimindan karsilikli bir stirece tekabiil eder.

Toplumsal bir olgu olarak gog, go¢ eden birey i¢in farkli sorumluluklari getirmesinin yaninda, gé¢ edilen
tilkeye entegre olma siireci agisindan da birtakim zorluklar1 beraberinde getirmektedir. Bu anlamda
birey ac¢isindan gog; psikolojik, sosyolojik ve ekonomik sorunlara neden olabilir. Go¢ eden kisi, goc ettigi
tilkedeki sosyal, kiltiirel ve ekonomik yapiya uyum gosterme cabasi icerisine girmek zorundadir. Bu
baglamda bireyler, go¢ ettikleri iilkedeki giindelik yasama eklemlenme ¢abasi igerisine girer ve bu
stirecteki giicliikleri asmak icin farkli taktiklere basvururlar. Bu nedenle go¢cmenler, esnaf kimligi
olusumunda Tiirk esnaflardan daha farkli bir uyum siireci géstermek zorundadirlar. Baska bir deyisle
esnaflasma, gégmenler odaginda bakildiginda daha zorlu bir slire¢ olarak gézlemlenmektedir. Bu
baglamda, gdcmenlerin girisimcilik faaliyetleri yalnizca ekonomik bir siire¢ olarak ele alinmamali, ayni
zamanda sosyal ve kiiltlirel dinamikler cergevesinde degerlendirilmelidir. G6¢men esnaflarin is
piyasasina katilimlar: hem kendi hayatlarini siirdiirebilmeleri hem de ev sahibi toplumla etkilesimlerini
artirmalari agisindan son derece 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Bu ¢alismada, Suriyeli gd¢men esnaflarin,
esnaflik stiregleri, karsilastiklari firsatlar ve engeller sosyal baglamda ele alinmigtir.

1.1. Literatiir

Gog, genis kapsamli bir kavram olmasi bakimindan interdisipliner bir ¢alisma alanina sahiptir. Bu
anlamda literatiirde; isletme, ekonomi, uluslararasi iligkiler, psikoloji ve sosyoloji gibi ¢ok cesitli

1 Miilteci kavraminin, Tiirkiye'ye gelen Suriyeliler i¢cin kullanilmasi, Cenevre Sézlesmesi'nde verilen tanimda yer alan cografi
sinirlama nedeniyle dogru degildir. Bir siire, miilteci kavrami yerine ‘siginmaci’ kavram tercih edilmis fakat 2013 yilinda
diizenlenen YUKK’de siginmaci kavrami kaldirilmistir. G6¢men kavraminin da taniminda yer alan ‘bireyin hiir iradesiyle
gerceklestirdigi eylem’ ifadesi nedeniyle Suriyeli kisiler icin go¢gmen kelimesi de uygun goériilmemektedir. Fakat bu arastirmada,
sz konusu kavramlarin bilincinde bir sekilde, semsiye bir kavram olarak ‘gogmen’ kavrami kullanilacaktir.
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disiplinlerde yapilmis bircok arastirma yer almaktadir. S6z konusu arastirmanin arastirma alani ve
konusu bakimindan yapilmis c¢alismalar minvalinde bakildiginda, ¢ogunlukla nicel bir ydntemle
yapildigi gériilmektedir. Yaman (2021) tarafindan yazilan ‘Nitelikli Gé¢men Isgiiciiniin Calisma
Yasamina Entegrasyonu’ isimli raporda, TUIK, Calisma ve Sosyal Giivenlik Bakanhig1 gibi mecralardaki
veriler kullanilarak nitelikli go¢menin, is giicline entegrasyon siireci degerlendirilmis ve konuyla ilgili
diizenleme ve onerilere yer verilmistir. Konuyla ilgili diger bir calisma Ritterberger-Tili¢ ve Bal (2019)
tarafindan gerceklestirilen; ‘Tiirkiye Emek Piyasasinda Miilteciler/Go¢menler: Gériinmeyen Emek ve
Goriinen Politika Uzerine Bir Degerlendirme’ isimli calismasidir. Bu calismada, belirli bir dénem
icerisindeki li¢c gazete incelenerek nitel medya analizi gerceklestirilmistir. Bir diger calisma ise Dikkaya
ve Dincer (2023) tarafindan gergeklestirilen “Tiirkiye Is Giicii Piyasasinda Suriyeli Siginmacilar” isimli
calismadir. Go¢ Idaresi Baskanhig: ve SGK'nin verileri kullanilarak hazirlanan nicel calismada ‘Suriyeli
siginmacilarin is giicii piyasasinda meydana getirdigi olumlu ve olumsuz degisimler, sorun alanlar ve
¢ozim oOnerileri’ (s.196) degerlendirilmistir. Bir diger ¢alisma, Karan (2019) tarafindan yazilmis
“Suriyeli Miiltecilerin Esnaflasmasini Anlamada Bourdieucu Yaklasimin Olanaklar1” isimli arastirma
makalesidir. S6z konusu c¢alismada Suriyeli gocmenlerin esnaflasmasi Bourdieu’'nun sermaye
kavramina vurgu yapilarak incelenmistir.

Literatiirde nitel arastirmalara da rastlanmaktadir. Bu ¢calismalardan biri, “Tiirk Esnafin Suriyeli Miilteci
Esnaf Hakkindaki Tutumu: Mersin’de Bir Arastirma” isimli arastirmadir (Cakici, Yilmaz & Cakici, 2018).
Icerik analizi yapilarak gerceklestirilen bu calismada Tiirk esnafin Suriyeli esnaflar hakkindaki goriisleri
analiz edilmistir. Benzer bir minvalden ilerleyen bir diger calisma ise Yilmaz (2023) tarafindan yazilmis,
“Samsun’un Etnik Ekonomisi: Irakli ve Suriyeli Go¢gmenlerin Esnaflik Deneyimleri” isimli yiiksek lisans
tezidir. S6z konusu tezin saha arastirmasi Samsun ilinde yapilmis olup, esnaflarin kentsel deneyimleri
lizerine yogunlasilmistir. Yapilan arastirmalardan bir digeri, Parin ve Kilig¢ (2022) tarafindan yazilan
“Tiirkiye’deki Suriyeli Go¢gmenlerin Girisimcilik Faaliyetlerinde Farkli1 Sermaye Bigimlerinin Rolli ” isimli
makaledir. S6z konusu calismanin ana problemini, Suriyeli go¢menlerin farkli sermayelerinin
girisimcilik silireclerindeki etkisi olusturmaktadir. Bu baglamda calisma, gé¢gmenlerin sahip olduklari
sosyal aglar zincirini, girisimcilik lizerinden okumus olmakla birlikte calismada nitel arastirma
yontemleri kullanilarak bir saha arastirmasi gercgeklestirilmistir. Arastirmanin 6rneklem grubunda
Esenyurt ilcesinde yasayan Suriyeli go¢cmen esnaflar bulunmakta ve calisma, Suriyeli girisimcilerin;
ayrimcilik, dil bilmeme, issizlik gibi nedenlerle girisimcilige yoneldigini belirtmektedir. Girisimcilik
kavramina yakin bir minvalde, esnaflik {izerine yapilmis bir diger ¢alismada, (Tekbas & Karan, 2022)
Hatay’daki Suriyeli esnaflar o6rneklem olarak secilmis ve 33 esnafla derinlemesine miilakat
gerceklestirilmistir. Bu calismada, Suriyeli gogmenlerin uyum siireclerinde esnafligin etkisi arastirilmis
ve esnaflikla birlikte ev sahibi iilke ile kurulan iligkilerin olumlu yénde etkilendigi sonucuna varilmistir.

Literatiirde konuyla ilgili yer alan diger bir calisma ise, Ozcelik (2023) tarafindan yazilmis olan
“Gégmenlerin Yerlesik Kimlik insasi: Gaziantep’te Suriyeli Esnaflasmasi” isimli yiiksek lisans tezidir. S6z
konusu tezde, Suriyelilerin hayatta kalmak icin gelistirdikleri stratejiler baglaminda kimliklerini
olusturmalari lizerine odaklanilmis ve bu baglamda Gaziantep’te bulunan 16 Suriyeli esnaf ile goriisme
gerceklestirilmistir. Arastirmada, Suriyeli esnaflarin kimlik insalarina odaklanmakla birlikte s6z
konusu esnaflarin is piyasasi icin olumlu sonug¢lar dogurdugu goézlemlenmistir. Suriyeli gécmenlerle
ilgili yapilmis bir diger ¢calisma, diger arastirmalardan farkli olarak isletme anabilim dalinda Duman
(2019) tarafindan yazilmis olan “Tiirkiye’deki Suriyeli Gé¢men Girisimciler Uzerine Bir Alan
Arastirmas1” isimli yliksek lisans tezidir. S6z konusu tezde, Etkilesim Modeli merkeze alinarak 11
Suriyeli go¢men girisimci ile derinlemesine miilakat gerceklestirilmistir. Yapilan calisma neticesinde,
gécmenlerin girisimcilige yonelmesinde grup karakteristikleri, grup firsatlari ve bireysel 6zellikler gibi
faktorlerin farkli derecelerde etkili oldugu (s.94) sonucuna varilmistir. Bir diger ¢alisma ise Tekbas
(2020) tarafindan yazilmis, “Esnaflasmanin Hatay’da Gecici Koruma Altindaki Suriyelilerin Uyum
Siireclerine Etkisi” isimli ¢alismadir. Nitel bir yontemle hazirlanan bu calismada gé¢gmen esnaflarin go¢
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sliregleri, esnaflasma siiregleri ve giindelik yasamlari iizerinde duruldugu goriilmektedir. S6z konusu
arastirma, bu arastirmanin problemi ile benzerlik gosterse de Hatay’da yapilmasi bakimindan farklilik
arz etmektedir. Zira Suriyeli goggmenin en ¢ok bulundugu sehir Gé¢ Idaresi Baskanhgi (2023) verilerine
gore; Istanbul olarak goriilmektedir. Bu anlamda bu arastirma, uyum siirecinin daha zorlu bir sekilde
isleyecegi diisiiniilen istanbul ilinde gerceklesmis olmas1 bakimindan farklilik arz etmektedir.

2. Yontem
2.1. Arastirmanin amaci ve hedefi

Bu calismada, Istanbul’da yasayan Suriyeli gocmen esnaflarin, esnaflasma siireclerinde sahip olduklar:
sosyo-ekonomik sermayenin ve gelistirdikleri hayatta kalma becerilerinin is piyasasina ve sosyal hayata
entegrasyon sliregleri tizerindeki etkilerini ortaya koymak amag¢lanmaktadir. Go¢gmen esnaflarin sosyal
ve ekonomik sermayelerinin, ekonomik faaliyetlere katilma ve ayakta kalabilme dinamiklerine
etkilerinin neler oldugunu 6grenmek arastirmanin bir diger amacini olusturmaktadir.

Arastirmanin temel hedefi, gocmen yogunlugunun fazla olmasi nedeniyle tercih edilen, Istanbul ilinin
Fatih ilcesinde esnaflik yapan Suriyeli gocmenlerin is piyasasina ve sosyal hayata entegrasyon siiregleri
tizerindeki etkilerini, esnaflasma deneyimleri tizerinden anlamaktir. Bunun yani sira aragtirmanin yan
hedefleri de bulunmaktadir. Bu hedefler; arastirmanin érneklem grubundaki esnaflarin sosyal sermaye
bilesenlerini belirlemek, is piyasasina entegrasyon siireclerinde kullandiklar1 hayatta kalma becerilerini
belirlemek ve bu anlamda esnaflasmanin entegrasyon siireclerindeki etken roliinii anlamak, sosyo-
ekonomik faaliyetlerin is piyasasina entegrasyon siireclerindeki roliinii analiz etmek, esnafligin bir
dinamik olarak toplumdaki roliintin 6nemi baglaminda sosyal kabul edilebilirliklerini degerlendirmek
olarak temelde dort maddede 6zetlenebilir.

2.2. Arastirmanin evreni ve érneklemi

Goc Idaresi Genel Miidiirliigii'niin (GIGM) verilerine gére 2011’de baslayan Arap Bahariyla birlikte gelen
gdc¢ akinlari neticesinde Tiirkiye’de 2024 itibariyle 2.901.478 Suriyeli bulunmaktadir. Grafik 1’e
bakildiginda 2013 yilinda 224.655 olan go¢men sayisinin 2014 yilinda 1.519.286'ya ylikseldigi
goriilmektedir. Bu artisin Suriye’deki savasin bu donemlerde yiikselmesine ve Tiirkiye'nin “a¢ik kap1”
politikas1 séylemlerine istinaden gerceklestigi séylenebilir. GIGM’nin verilerine gére gecici koruma
kapsaminda bulunan Suriyeli sayisinin en yiiksek oldugu sehrin istanbul oldugu gériilmekte, sir
sehirlerinin de bu anlamda 6ne c¢iktigr anlasilmaktadir (Sekil 1). Bu arastirmanin yirutilmesinin
ardindan 2024 yilinin son aylarinda Suriye’de yasanan siyasi gelismeler neticesinde Tiirkiye’de yasayan
Suriye vatandaslarinin iilkelerine geri donme egilimi i¢ine girdiklerini eklemek gerekir.

Grafik 1
Tiirkiye'deki Toplam Suriyeli Gégmen Sayisi (10.01.2025)
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Kaynak: https://www.goc.gov.tr/gecici-koruma5638

88


https://www.goc.gov.tr/gecici-koruma5638

Feyza Kargili

Sekil 1

Suriyelilerin Ik On ile Gére Dagilimi

Suriyelilerin ilk 10 ile Gére Dagilimi
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Kaynak: https://www.goc.gov.tr/gecici-koruma5638 Erisim Tarihi: 19.01.2024

TEPAV'In (2019) hazirlamis oldugu “Istanbul’da Suriyeliler ve Savas Sonrasi Gettolar1” isimli final
raporunda Istanbul’daki Suriyeli go¢cmenlerin en yogun olarak yasadiklar ilge Kiigiilkcekmece olarak
tespit edilmistir. Kiiglikcekmece’den sonra sirasiyla Bagcilar, Sultangazi ve Fatih ilgeleri gelmektedir. Bu
veriden hareketle bu arastirmanin sahasi Suriyeli niifusunun en yogun oldugu ilcelerden biri olan Fatih
ilcesi olarak belirlenmistir.

Sekil 2
Istanbul’da Suriyeli Gé¢cmenin En Yogun Bulundugu liceler
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Kaynak: https://www.tepav.org.tr Erisim Tarihi: 01.01.2024

Istanbul Ticaret Odasi’nmin 2022 yilinda hazirlamis oldugu “Istanbul Ekonomisinde Suriyeli Girisimciler”
isimli arastirmasina gore, Tiirkiye’de 2021 yilinda 478 isletme sahibi Suriyeli bulunmaktadir. S6z
konusu isletme sahiplerinin sektdérel dagilimlarina bakildiginda, toptan ve dis ticaret alaninda
yogunlastiklar1 soylenebilir. Arastirmanin 6rneklem grubunu, Suriye’den Tirkiye'ye gelen esnaf
gocmenler olusturmaktadir.
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Grafik 2
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Erisim Adresi:
https://www.ito.org.tr/documents/Kurumsal/Yayinlar/istanbul_ekonomisinde_suriyeli_girisimciler.pdf

2.3. Arastirmanin veri toplama teknigi

Calisma, yari-yapilandirilmis miilakat formu ile 9 katilimci ile derinlemesine miilakat yontemiyle
gerceklestirilmistir.2 Arastirmada katilimcilarin izinleri dahilinde ses kaydi alinarak kayitlar desifre
edilmistir. Desifrelerden sonraki adimda ulasilan verilere dayali olarak kodlar, kodlardan kategoriler ve
kategorilere baglh olarak da temalara ulasilarak aragtirmanin bulgular ve analiz boliimii yazilmistir.
Calismada; Calisma ve Sosyal Giivenlik Bakanlig, Goég Idaresi Baskanhgi, TUIK gibi platformlardan
alinan nicel verilerden de yararlanilmistir.

Sahada temelde iki teknik kullanilmistir. Bu tekniklerin ilki gozlem teknigidir. Mikro boyutta gécmen
esnaflarin jest ve mimikleri, isletmelerinin durumlari, makro boyutta ise isletmelerinin bulunduklari
ilceye gore durumlari, gogmen esnaflarin diger esnaflarla ve miisterileriyle olan iletisimleri ve
etkilesimleri gozleme tabii tutulmustur. Diger bir teknik olarak goériisme teknigi kullanilmistir. Yari
yapilandirilmis  goriisme  formu  hazirlanarak  katihmcilarla  derinlemesine  miilakatlar
gerceklestirilmistir.

2.4. Arastirmanin veri analiz yontemi

Gocmenlerin esnaflik deneyimlerine odaklanan bu arastirma nitel arastirma yontemlerinden
fenomenolojik desen ile insa edilmistir. Nitel arastirma, bireylerin subjektif anlatilariyla insa edilen bir
arastirma yontemidir ve ‘iceriden bir bakis kazanmak i¢in alanin problemleriyle ugrasir’ (Creswell,

2021, s.50). Fenomenolojik desen ise bireylerin bir fenomen hakkindaki bakis acilarini ve deneyimlerini
anlamak amaciyla gergeklestirilen bir arastirma deseni olmasi itibariyle tercih edilmistir.

3. Bulgular
3.1. Katilimcilarin sosyo-demografik 6zellikleri

Arastirma icin toplam dokuz Suriyeli esnafla derinlemesine miilakatlar gerceklestirilmistir. Tablo 1’de
katilimcilarin yasi, mevcut meslegi, Suriye’deki meslegi, egitim durumu gibi demografik bilgilerine yer
verilmistir.

2 Etik kurul izni istanbul Medeniyet Universitesi Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimler Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi Kurulu’'ndan alinmistir.
(2024/4,30.02.2024)
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Tablo 1

Katihmcilarin Demografik Ozellikleri

Suriye’deki Egitim _Turklye de Baba
Yas Meslek o ikamet etme <.
Meslegi Durumu L Meslegi
siiresi (y1l)
K1 34 Tekstil Tekstil Lise 11 Sofor
(Basorti (Basorti
Ticareti) Ticareti)
K2 44 Tekstil Tekstil Lise 11 Memur
(Basorti (Basorti
Ticareti) Ticareti)
K3 35 Tekstil Yan Tekstil Yan Ortaokul 10 Nalbur
Uriinleri Urtinleri
K4 40 Tekstil Tekstil (Kumas Ortaokul 9 Kozmetik
(Kumas Ticareti)
Ticareti)
K5 35 Kafe Sahibi Kafe Sahibi Lise 10 Isci
K6 58 Kitapgi Nalbur Lise 5 Esnaf
K7 65 Kitapg Is yapmiyor - Lise 11 Esnaf
farkl gelir
kaynaklari var
K8 27 Reklamci Calismiyor Lise 9 Miihendis
K9 28 Gozliikgii Isci Lise 9 Isci

3.2. Mekansal tercihler

Go¢ kuramlarindan en bilinenlerinden biri Everett S. Lee’nin itme cekme kuramidir. Ravenstein’in gocle
ilgili ortaya atmis oldugu temel prensiplerini genisleten bu teoriye gore goc¢ bir denge siireci olarak
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Buna gore gocle ilgili dort temel faktor belirlemistir (Lee, 1969, s. 285; akt.
Yaman, 2019):

a) Yasanan yerle ilgili faktorler,

b) Gidilmesi diisiiniilen yerle ilgili faktorler,
c) Araya karisan engeller,

d) Bireysel faktorler.

Lee, go¢ edilen iilkede ve hedef tllkede bireyler acisindan itici ve cekici faktorler oldugunu
belirtmektedir. Yoksulluk, savas ve dogal afetler gibi faktorler go¢ edilen iilke icin itici faktorleri
icermektedir. Bu anlamda goriismecileri Suriye’den iten en temel etmen savas olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir ve savas faktori, bireylerin go¢ karari almasinin temelini olusturmaktadir. Cekici faktorler
ise hedef tlilkedeki yasam standartlari, giivenlik, is imkanlar gibi gesitli olanaklardir. Goriismecilerin
Tiirkiye’yi segcmelerindeki en temel etmen, Tiirkiye'nin sinir kapilarini savas zamaninda agmasi olarak
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. S6z konusu durumla ilgili K3 su ifadeleri kullanmistir:

“Savas var, o yiizden cikmamiz gerek. Suriye’deki savas biraz farkli. Baska bir iilke degil diisman
yani. Ben ve arkadasim savasta gibi diisiin yani. Esat var bi de karsisi var. Cok kisi 6ldii orda.
Ondan duramazdik. Sonra Tiirkiye acti, kapiy1 yani devletiniz ¢ok iyi. Oyle geldik buraya” K3.

Diger katilimcilara kiyasla Suriye’den daha yakin bir zamanda iilkeye gelen K6, lilkede siyasi bir taraftar
oldugunu ve bu nedenle iilkeyi terk ettigini s6ylemekle birlikte buraya gelmedeki en temel etmenlerden
birinin is piyasasinda yer edinmek oldugunu su sekilde ifade etmistir:

“Séyle terk etme sebebim ¢iinkii Suriye’deki savas aslinda. Suriye’den Istanbul’a gectim. Ama
oray1 terk etme sebebim siyasi nedenlerden dolayi1 yeni bir is agmak ¢ok zor bir hale gelmisti ya
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da bir is acilirsa bile hicbir faydasi olmayacakti bu yiizden Tirkiye'ye geldim. Tiirkiye
yabancilara is agma konusunda zorluk vermiyor, daha kolay ve ekonomik durum olarak da
Tiirkiye bi bes alt1 y1l 6nce ¢ok iyiydi” Keé.

Tiirkiye ile daha once is ya da turistik gezi gibi temaslari oldugunu belirten katilimcilarin iilkeye uyum
stireclerinin digerlerine gore daha hizli bir sekilde gerceklestigi, yapilan goriismelerden hareketle
soylenebilir. Bu nedenler disinda katilimcilarin Tiirkiye’yi segcmelerindeki temel sebeplerden biri de
kultiirel benzerliktir:

“Bakin Oyle bir sey var. Simdi bana sorarsan neden Tiirkiye'ye geldin. Bana bi ucak teklif etmisler
o zamanda da Avrupa’ya git diye. Gidemem, neden? Aslinda zaten ayni adet var. Ayni toprak var.
En fazla camii var, ben giderim namaz kilarim. Egitim olarak asagi yukari yakin. Art1 aramizda
simdi siz ne kanun kullaniyorsunuz Fransiz kanunu biz de aym sekilde... Art1 burasi bize ¢ok
yakin. Avrupa’ya gitsen napabilirsin” K7.

Goriismeler sirasinda esnaflar go¢ hikayelerini anlatirken siklikla neden Istanbul’u tercih ettiklerine
dair de birtakim ifadelerde bulunmuslardir. Yapilan miilakatlar, esnaflarin Tirkiye'ye gelis
hikayelerinin genellikle sinir vilayetlerinde basladigini ve sonrasinda Istanbul’a yéneldiklerini ortaya
koymaktadir. Esnaflarin Istanbul’u tercih etmelerinin baslica nedenleri arasinda, Tiirkiye’de tanidiklar1
tek sehrin Istanbul olmasi ve Istanbul’un merkezi bir konumda bulunmasi yer almaktadir.

Go¢ calismalarinin énemli isimlerinden bir digeri Ravenstein, 1871 ve 1881 yil Ingiliz niifus sayim
istatistiklerinin verilerine dayanan ¢alismalarinda toplam yedi maddelik bir gé¢ yasasi 6nermistir (akt.
Develioglu, 2023). Bu yasalardan ilki “Go¢ ve Mesafe” dir. S6z konusu yasaya gore insanlar kisa mesafeli
yerlere goc ederler. Bu gociin sonucunda go¢ dalgalar1 ortaya cikar ve bu dalgalar is imkanlarinin
cogunlukta oldugu yerlere, biiyiik endiistri ve ticaret merkezlerine dogru yonelir. Bu anlamda go¢ edilen
merkezlerdeki is imkanlarinin ¢oklugunun o kentte yasayan niifusa orani, gociin boyutunu
belirlemektedir (Adigiizel, 2022, s.25). Go¢cmen esnaflarin Istanbul’'u tercih etme nedenlerinin en
basinda is imkanlarinin ¢oklugu gelmektedir. istanbul’'un bu anlamda metropol bir kent olmasi ve
calisma hayatinin yine bu cografyada yogunlasmis olmasi, gociin istanbul érnekleminde boyutunun
artmasina neden olmaktadir. Ravenstein’in gé¢ yasalarindan bir digeri de “Dogrudan Gog¢” tiir. Bu yasaya
gore gocler basamaksiz olarak direkt kent ve ticaret merkezlerine yoneliktir. Her iki yasanin da ortak
ozelligi gociin endistrinin gelismis oldugu boélgelere dogru yapilmasidir. Bu dogrultuda
goriismecilerden K3 su ifadeleri kullanmistir:

“Daha 6nce Kilis'te kaldik. Birkac giin durduk. Sonra hemen Istanbul’a gectik. Istanbul is icin daha
rahat yani o ylizden. Sonra burayi actim...” K3.

Diger bir gériismeci K9 ise Istanbul’un kent merkezi olmasi 6zelligine vurgu yaparak séyle soylemistir.

“Istanbul yani, baska bir yer bilmiyordum. Burayr duydum sadece bi de Ankara var ama is icin
Istanbul olur dediler éyle geldim” K9.

Istanbul’'un kent merkezi olmasi, endiistri merkezi olmasi sehri cazip kilmaktadir. Bunun disinda
Istanbul, farkh iilkelerde yasayan insanlarin Tiirkiye’de bildigi énemli bir lokasyon olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir.

Goriismecilerin Tiirkiye’yi ve Istanbul’'u segme nedenleri kritik olmakla birlikte neden Fatih’i sectikleri
hususu da 6nemli bir konudur. Fatih il¢esi, Tiirkiye Ekonomi Politikalar1 Arastirma Vakfi'nin (TEPAV,
2019) hazirlamis oldugu Istanbul’da Suriyeliler ve Savas Sonrasi Gettolar1 isimli final raporunda
Suriyelilerin en yogun olarak yasadigi dordiincii ilge olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu dogrultuda
katilimcilara neden Fatih'’i tercih ettikleri sorulmustur.
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“Buraya geldim. Buray1 actim. {lk sordum yani nerde bir Arap restoranlar var. Insanlara sordum
nerde boyle yerler var diye. Onlar sdyleyince burada basladim. Herkes burayi soyledi, daha once
Araplar vardi diye” K9.

Katihmcilar, tanidiklarinin Fatih’i 6nerdigini, Arap restoranlarin bu bélgede ¢ogunlukta oldugunu
vurguladilar.

“Yani arkadaslarim yerlesmis olanlar burda a¢ dediler. Zaten burda ¢ok Suriyeli var. Burasi bizim
tilkedeki cadde gibi olmus. Zaten Fatih merkez. Piyasa burda. Cok gelen oluyor buraya.” K6

“Simdi Fatih merkez. Biitiin Suriyeliler eskiden de burdaymis. En azindan 150.000 kisi burda simdi.
Hem orta hem semte merkez. Hem genelde Araplar buraya geliyorlar. Nerde otursunlar, otururlarsa
Fatih’e de gelmek zorundalar. Biz simdi burda sectik. Bu birdi. ikinci sey de yayincilik olarak biitiin
yayinciliklar bizim piyasada Fatih’te. Simdi burda en azindan on dért on bes kisi vardir yayincilik
yapan arkadasimiz yani” K7.

Gortsmeciler, is piyasasinin merkezi olarak Fatih ilgesini vurgulamislardir. Cogu esnaf, bu nedenle
isletmelerini Fatih'te actiklarini belirtmistir. Fatih ilcesi, yogun niifuslu olmasi bakimindan miisteri
potansiyeli bakimindan esnaflar1 ¢eken bir mekandir. Bu anlamda niifusa oranla ticaret hacminin
ylksek olmasi, gelir potansiyelini ve is yapma olanaklarini arttirarak esnaflar agisindan tercih edilme
ihtimalini arttirmaktadir.

Gortismeciler, is piyasasinin merkezi olarak Fatih ilgesini vurgulamislardir. Cogu esnaf, bu nedenle
isletmelerini Fatih'te actiklarini belirtmistir. Fatih ilgesi, yogun niifusu sayesinde yiliksek miisteri
potansiyeline sahiptir. Bu baglamda, niifus yogunluguna paralel olarak ticaret hacminin yiiksek olmasi,
gelir potansiyelini ve is yapma olanaklarini artirmakta, boylece esnaflar icin tercih edilme ihtimalini
ylikseltmektedir.

Yapilan ¢alismada Suriyeli esnaflar1 Tiirkiye’ye ceken ve Suriye’den iten etmenler ise kisaca su sekilde
ozetlenebilir:

- Gog ettikleri tilkede savas olmasi

- Is piyasasinda kolay yer edinmek / Ekonomik verimlilik
- Tirkiye ile daha 6nce temas etmeleri

- Kiiltlirel benzerlik

3.3. Is piyasasinda yer edinme
3.3.1.Calisma hayatina gecis ve karsilasilan engeller

Calismanin bu boliimiinde Suriyeli go¢cmenlerin esnaflifa yonelmelerinin nedenleri iizerinde
durulacaktir. Yapilan miilakatlar sonucunda goériismecilerin gogunun daha o6nce de esnaflik yaptigi
bilgisi edinilmistir. Daha genc¢ yaslarda olan birkag goriismeci ise daha 6nce 6grenci oldugunu ve iilkeye
geldikten sonra hayatlarini devam ettirebilmenin basat unsurunun iyi bir gelirden gectigini ve bu
nedenle esnafliga yoneldiklerini ifade etmislerdir. Konuyla ilgili olarak K8, Suriye’de 6grenci oldugunu,
ailesinin okumus, meslek sahibi ve yiiksek statiiden insanlar oldugunu fakat kendisinin iilkeye
geldiginde egitimine devam edemedigini, bu nedenle ailesinin meslegine benzer bir meslege yoneldigini
ve kendi ¢abalariyla grafik tasarim 6grendigini, daha sonraki siirecte kendi isletmesini kurmaya karar
verdigini ve boyle bir zaman diliminde tanidik vasitasiyla daha 6nce Suriye’de var olan ve Tiirkiye'ye
geldikten sonra da aynen devam eden bir isletmeye ortak oldugunu ifade etmistir.

“Is sahibi olmak icin 6grendim. Benim babam miihendis, annem 6gretmen. Abim miihendis, ablam
da mimarlik okudu. Mimar. Diger abim de mimarlik. Ben de bdyle kaldim yani okuyamadim.
Geldigim icin kaldi. Orada okuyordum. Ben bir meslek 6greneyim onlara yakin boyle benzer bir sey
olsun dedim. Oyle basladim 6grenmeye... Gerekiyor ciinkii gelir énemli. Bilmedigimiz bir iilke
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Tirkiye. Para olmadan bir seyler yapmak zor. Kazanmak, calismak gerekli. Sonra burada basladim,
yani buranin sahibi vardi taniyormus bir arkadasim. Oyle, onunla konusurken ortak olmaya karar
verdik” K8.

Daha onceden kolejlere sahip oldugunu soyleyen K7 ise konuyla ilgili su ifadelere yer vermistir:

“Yok baska bir meslegi ama ayni sekilde yani. Okul gibi kolej. Benim kolejim vardi. Ama savasta
yikildi. Buraya gelince kitap¢i actim. Zaten icindeydim ayni1 meslek gibi yani”.

Esnaflarin ¢ogunun daha 6nce de benzer isle mesgul olduklari, esnaflik yapmayanlarin ise kendi
ailelerine yakin bir uzmanlasma saglama c¢abasi icerisinde olduklar1 veya go¢ etmeden Onceki
yasamlarinda asina olduklar1 alanlara yoneldikleri ve bu alanlarda is piyasasinda yer edindikleri
sonucuna ulasilmistir.

Suriyeli gocmenler, Tlrkiye’'de bir isletme agmak veya herhangi bir iste ¢alismak icin ¢alisma izni almak
zorundadirlar. Calisma izni alma noktasinda gériismeciler herhangi bir sorun yasamadiklarini, gecici
koruma kapsaminda olduklari i¢in kendilerine rahat bir sekilde ¢alisma izni verildigini ancak farkl
uyruktan tanidiklarinin g¢alisma izni alirken kendileri kadar rahat olmadiklarini belirtmislerdir.
Goriismecilerin biiylik kismi isletme kurarken herhangi bir zorluk yasamadiklarini ifade etmis olsalar
da siirec icerisindeki deneyimler ve yerel yonetim degisikliklerinin kendilerini etkiledigini ve bu
nedenle se¢im siireclerinde stirekli tedirginlikler yasadiklarindan s6z etmislerdir.

“En ufak degismelerde gercekten biiytik fark ediyor bizim icin. Mesela belediye baskani degistigi
zaman, Fatih belediye baskani degistigi zaman bagka bir karar geliyor baska bir karar geliyor, ona
gore degistiriyoruz. Baska Tiirk'ten bir fark yasaniyor. Hatta bazi yerler kapanmayla
sonuclanabiliyor. Bazi arkadaslarimin kapanmis falan. O yiizden yatirimcilar i¢in bir korku olarak
gormeye basladilar. Tamam kesinlikle iilkenin giliveni falan faydasi kurulmasi gerekiyor ama ayni
zamanda yatirimci da hakli ben bir yatirim yapip isi agiyim sonra bir anda her sey degisir ben zararh
c¢ikmam durumu da sey oluyor. Siirekli degisiyor mesela 6zellikle son aralarda, biiyiik olarak degil
yani kiiciik ilcede Istanbul’da Fatih’te gibi” K6.

Esnaflar ayrica ¢alisma izni icin her sene basvuru yapmalar: gerektigini dile getirmekle beraber diger
gocmenler i¢in bu iznin tek sefer alindigini ve siirekli yenileme gerektirmedigini ifade etmislerdir:

“Bak simdi Tiirkiye’deki biitiin yabancilar, Calisma Bakanligl, yani mesela basvuru yapiyor. Birinci
basvuruda calisma izni bir sene veriyor. Ikinci bagvuruda ii¢ sene sonra bes sene sonra vatandas
alacak. Ama Suriyelilerin bu sansi1 yok. Her sene basvuracak. Bende bi kartim var her sene
basvuruyorum. Ama sadece Suriyeliler. Baska yok” K4.

Suriyeli gogmenlere, 6458 sayili “Yabancilar ve Uluslararasi Koruma Kanunu”na dayanarak 2013 yilinda
yurirlige giren “Gecgici Koruma Yonetmeligi” kapsaminda gecici kimlik belgesi verilmektedir.
Gogmenler bu belgeyi kolaylikla aldiklarini fakat belgede ikamet ettikleri sehrin ismi yazdigini, farkl bir
ile gitmek istediklerinde Gog¢ idaresi Miidiirliigii'nden izin aldiklarim belirttiler. Izin almak icin birkac
sene oncesine kadar kuruma gittiklerini fakat simdilerde internet iizerinden islemin halledilebildigini
ancak iznin her zaman ¢ikmadigini, gitmek istedikleri sehir disinda baska bir sehre ugrayamadiklarini,
tekrar Istanbul’a dénerek yeniden izin almalar gerektigini belirtmislerdir (K7, K1).

Gogmenlerin ¢alisma hayatinda yasadiklar1 bu bariyerler, is piyasasina uyum saglama siire¢lerini
zorlastirmaktadir. Zira esnaflarin is icin farkl bir sehre gitmek istediklerinde yeniden ve yeniden izin
almalar1 gerekmektedir. Bu nedenle Tiirk esnaflara kiyasla bu anlamda dezavantajli olduklar:
sOylenebilir.
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3.3.2.Esnaflik deneyimindeki farkliliklar

Suriyeli esnaflarin hem Tirkiye’de hem de Suriye’de mesleki deneyimlerini kiyaslamak esnaflik
pratikleri ve isleyisleri arasindaki farkliliklar1 anlamak agisindan 6nemlidir. Katilimcilar, Suriye’de
esnaflik yapmak /calismak ve Tiirkiye’de esnaflik yapmak /c¢alismak hususuna odaklandigimizda,
Suriyeli esnaflarin ¢ogu esnaflik 6zelinde Suriye ve Tiirkiye arasinda herhangi bir fark olmadigini ifade
etmislerdir. Ozellikle 6ne c¢ikan tek farkin fatura gibi devletle aralarinda gecen resmi islemlerde
oldugunu belirtmislerdir:

“Suriye’de her seye fatura vergisi mi ne lazim. Mesela burada mal aldigin zaman fatura yazdin.
Bankadan sana paray1 gondericem falan. Bu daha zor, Suriye’de 6yle bir sey yok. Vergi var ama
zorunlu bir sey yok. Geldi miisteri diyelim bin tane mal aldi. Kargoya aldin génderdin. Sana hesabini
verdi bitti gitti. Burada yok fatura yazacaksin. Para bankadan gelecek, bu sartlar biraz daha zor” K1.

Bir baska katilimc1 da benzer sekilde faturalandirma siirecinin zorluguna dikkat cekmistir:

“Yo aynisi. Bu meslekte ayni bence. Digerlerinde de ayni olabilir. Genel olarak benziyor. Sadece
Suriye’de boyle fatura falan ¢ok yok, burada fazla” K5.

Esnaflarin bu séylemleri baglaminda resmi prosediirler acisindan tilkeler arasinda bir farklilik oldugu
goze carpmaktadir. Esnaflar, Suriye’de miisterileriile dogrudan ve basit islemlerle ¢alisip ticari anlamda
daha az biirokratik engellerle karsilasirken Tiirkiye’de bu anlamda ¢ok daha farkli bir tabloyla karsi
karsiya kalmislardir. Bu dogrultuda iki iilke arasinda ticari ortamlarin farklhiliklarinin oldugunu ve soz
konusu farkliliklarin gégmen esnaflarin is piyasasina uyum saglamasinda belirleyici bir rol oynadigini
soylemek miimkiindiir.

3.3.3.Calisan secimleri ve miisteri profili

Esnaflarin ¢alisan secimlerinin Tiirklerden ziyade Suriyeli go¢cmenleri tercih ettikleri gozlemlenmistir.
Tam bu noktada ibn Haldun’'un ‘asabiyet’ kavramindan bahsetmek yerinde olacaktir. ibn Haldun
“Mukaddime” adli eserinde asabiyeti temelde bir topluluk icerisindeki dayanisma ve baglilik duygusu
olarak tanimlamaktadir. Ibn-i Haldun, genel olarak asabiyeti, (toplum icinde) gii¢c ve kuvvet sahibi
olmak, toplumda gii¢lii bir tabani ve taraftar1 olmak anlaminda kullanmaktadir ancak ayni1 sekilde bu
giliciin, tabanin ve taraftarligin, temelde kan bagina yani kabile ve kavim bagina dayandigini
séylemektedir (ibn Haldun’dan akt: Cev. Kendir, 2004, s.69). Farkl iilkelerde is yerleri oldugunu
soyleyen ve Tiirkiye’yi tercih etme nedenini Suriyeli bireylere is avantaji saglamak oldugunu ileri stiren
K4 durumu su sekilde izah etmistir:

“Soyle benim zaten orda da var. Orda da diikkanim var. Misir'da da var. Almanya’da da var. Ayni
diikkan farkl farkli yerlerde var yani. Ama neden Tiirkiye'ye yerlestim. Ciinkii ben iki bin on dort on
beste geldim. Neden geldim ciinkii ¢ok miilteci var Suriyeli. Is bulma ihtiyaci var, ben de o sirada
geldim beraber ¢alisalim onlarla diye. Tiirkiye’de onlar Tiirklerde ¢alisiyor ya da ¢alismiyor. Ben de
o zaman geldim, onlar da benim yanimda ¢alistilar. Tanidiklarim var onlar issiz kalmasin hem
Suriyeli yani, onlar da benimle” K4.

Ekonomik sermaye agisindan diger esnaflardan daha avantajli grupta olanlar, ¢alisanlarinin daha 6nceki
isletmelerinde de yer alan kisiler oldugunu sdylediler.

“Geldik buraya devam ettik ayni sirkette. Hem daha kolay oluyor. Hem de biz durumuzu biliyoruz.
Birbirimize destek olmamiz gerek. Hem onu taniyorsun bunu taniyorsun. Abi ben calisicam. Simdi
onlarin durumlari da pek iyi degil. Onlar issiz kalirsa simdi Tiirkler evi var en azindan. Onun yok
calismazsa kira vermezse sokakta kaliyor yani biliyorum tanidigim var. insanlik icin onlar
calistirtyorum yani. Hem insanlik i¢in hem giivendigim i¢in” K1.
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K4, tanidiklarim var onlar issiz kalmasin diyerek bu ililkeye yerlesmeye karar vermis ve bu anlamda bir
asabiyet Ornegi gostermistir. Benzer sekilde K1 de tanidigi olduguna vurgu yaparak calisan
secimlerindeki temel nedenin birbirlerine destek olmak oldugunu ifade etmistir. Bu baglamda, Suriyeli
gocmen esnaflarin ¢alisan segimlerinin arkasindaki sosyal ve kiiltiirel baglami kavramak icin asabiyet
kavrami oldukga agiklayicidir.

Gocmen esnaflarin miisteri profillerine bakildiginda hem gozlem hem de goriismelerden elde edilen
bulgular neticesinde genel anlamda Arap miisterilerin oldugu dikkat cekmektedir. Katilimcilarin tekstil
isiyle ilgilenenleri, sattiklar1 esarp turiiniin Tirkiye’de yaygin olmadigini, Araplarin daha ¢ok tercih
ettiklerini bu nedenle miisterilerinin ¢ogunu Araplarin olusturdugunu ifade etmislerdir. Kitapg¢i olan
gorliismeciler ise zaten Arapca kitaplar sattiklarini bu nedenle miisterilerinin Araplardan olustugunu
belirtmislerdir. En fazla Tiirk miisterinin geldigi goriismeci ise kafe isletmecisiydi.

“En ¢ok Suriyeliler geliyor. Ama Tiirkler de ¢ok geliyor. Karisik aslinda ama simdi diisiiniince evet
Tiirkler de geliyor. Yani yiizde otuz falan. Tiirkler yiizde otuz geliyor. Kalani Suriyeliler... Ciinki
bizim seyler, yemekler, damak zevki denir. Bizim damak zevki ya da kiiltliriimiiz burada. Yani
yemekler zaten Suriye’de gordiikleri seyler. Alisik olduklar: seyler yani biliyorlar. Bildikleri i¢in
buraya geliyorlar. Tiirkler de aslinda geliyor ama Suriyeli daha fazla ¢linkii bildikleri seyler yani”.

K5, isletmesine Tiirklerin de geldigini sdylemis fakat Suriyelilerin tercih etmesini kiiltiirel unsurlara
baglayarak izah etmistir. K2 ise miisterilerinin neredeyse hepsinin Arap oldugunu sanki Suriye’de
yasiyorum diyerek agiklamistir:

“Misterilerimin hepsi Arap. Bir Tlirk miisterim yok. Sanki Suriye’de yasiyorum hepsi Arap. S6yledim
zaten miisterilerimin ylizde doksani Arap diye. Simdi internet site a¢tiktan sonra bazi Tiirkler geldi.
Onlarla konusan bizim birkag tane elemanimiz var Turk, onlar ilgileniyorlar” K2.

Sonuc olarak gocmen esnaflarin miisteri profillerinin biiylik dlciide kiiltiirel ve dilsel baglarla iliskili
oldugu soylenebilir. Kiiltlirel ve sosyal dinamikler, esnaflarin iiriin ve hizmet tercihleri lizerinde etkili
olmus ve miisteri profilleri bu baglam iizerinden sekillenmistir. Bu nedenle esnaflarin sunduklari iriin
ve hizmetler, kendi kiiltiirlerine ve dillerine hitap eden miisteri kitlelerini cekmektedir.

3.4. Gégmen dayanisma aglari

Network (Aglar) kurami gog literatiiriinde 6nemli bir yere sahiptir. Bu kuram temelde go¢menlerin go¢
streclerini, uyum siireglerini ve sosyal aglarinin go¢ kararlarindaki etkilerini inceler. Bu kurama gore
gocmenlerin sosyal aglari, goc siireclerinde 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. S6z konusu sosyal aglar zinciri,
potansiyel gécmenlerin olusmasinda da etkilidir. Yeni go¢menlere rehberlik eden gé¢men aglari, is ve
barinma hususunda danisman gorevi Ustlenirler. Bu durum gé¢gmenlerin hedef iilkeye gitme ve hedef
tilkedeki uyum stireclerinin hizlanmasinda etkili rol oynar. Network kuraminda 6zellikle bahsedilen
hususlardan bir digeri de s6z konusu sosyal aglarin zincirleme géce neden olmasi ve bu go¢ dalgalari
neticesinde gdcmenlerin hedef lilkede belirli mekanlarda yogunlasmalarina neden olmasidir. Bu
baglamda go¢menlerin sahip olduklari sosyal aglar, onlarin sosyal sermayeleri olarak degerlendirilir.
Sosyal sermaye, gercekte veya uygulamada az ¢ok kurumsallasmis, kalic1 bir iletisim agina sahip olmasi
sebebiyle bir bireye veya gruba ait olmasi gereken kaynaklarin toplamidir (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992,
s. 119). Yapilan miilakatlardan hareketle sosyal sermayenin gocmenlerin yerlestikleri tilkeye daha
kolay uyum saglamalarini saglayan énemli bir rolii oynadigi diisiintilmektedir.

Yapilan ¢alismada gé¢menlerin sosyal aglarinin, lilkeye ve is piyasasina uyum saglama siireclerinde
etkili oldugu sonucuna varilmistir. Go¢men esnaflarin sahip olduklar1 sosyal sermaye bilesenleri,
tanidiklar ve akrabalari, iilkeye uyum saglamada tampon bir mekanizma olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Elde
edilen bulgular neticesinde bu aglarin is piyasasina girme ve mekansal yerlesme olmak tizere iki temel
noktada etkili oldugu goriilmiistir.
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Bulunduklari iilkeyi terk ederek farkl bir iilkeye gelen gocmenler, goc ettikleri iilkedeki calisma hayati
hakkinda bilgiye sahip degildirler. Tam bu noktada tampon bir mekanizma olarak tanidiklari devreye
girmektedir. Asagidaki sekilde, 6rneklem grubunda yer alan kisilerden kag tanesinin tanidig1 olduguna
dair bilgiler verilmistir.

Sekil 3

Orneklem

Akraba Arkadas

- K9

Orneklem grubunda yer alan gériismecilerin hemen hemen hepsinin iilkeye gelmeden énce iilkede
tanidiklarinin oldugu goriilmektedir. Gogmenler tanidiklari araciligiyla is piyasasinda yer edinmenin ilk
asamasi olan isletmelerini kuracaklar1 mekani yine sosyal aglari araciligiyla bulmuslardir. S6z konusu
durumla ilgili olarak K1 su ifadelere yer vermistir:

“Tabii illa baz1 insanlar bize yardim etti, tarif etti. Nerde vesaire. Eskiden de hatta Suriye’de bir
miisterimiz vardi Tiirk. Gelip Suriye’den bizden mal alirds, gidip satardi...Eskiden bizden mal alirdi.
Buraya geldigimiz zaman zaten biliyoruz yani burasi Laleli, Beyazit, Mercan. En fazla toptancilar
burada satiyorlar. Hemen burada diikkan actik. Ilk basladik bi diikkdnda. Sonra bu diikkan aldik.
Arkadaslarimiz yardimci oldular” K1.

Diger katilimcilar da eski miisterilerinin mekan bulmada kendilerine yardim ettiklerini séylemislerdir:

“Sam’dayken bizim miisterimiz vardi. M., o bizim miisterimizdi Sam’da. Evet o bizi bu diikkdna
(baska bir yeri isaret ediyor) yardimci oldu. Sonra bes y1l sonra bu diikkdn bosalacakti, hava parasi
bizden aldi. Sonra buraya geldik” K2.

“Eskiden biz buradan mal aliyoruz, Tiirkiye’den mal aliyoruz. Arkadaslar burada diikkanlar1 var.
Geldigimiz zaman biz sorduk dnce bir Suriye’den geliyoruz. Yardimci olur musunuz? Nasil olacak
diye. Bu Suriyeli arkadaslar evet biz destek veriyoruz a¢ diikkkani dediler. Oyle actik.” K3

Tiim katilimcilarin isletme agma hikayelerinin benzer sekilde sonuclandiklar1 gériilmektedir. K6 ise
durumu en aciklayici sekilde ifade eden katilimcilardan biridir. Go¢iin zincirleme ydniine vurgu yaparak,
tilkeye daha 6nce gelmis arkadaslarinin yonlendirmeleri ile isletmesini acacagi mekani buldugunu ifade
etmistir.

“Kesinlikle, benden 6nce buraya gelen ¢ok fazla arkadasim vardi. Ama 6zellikle birkag tanesi. Onlar
buraya yerlesmisler, gelmis falan. Onlar da séylediler yani geleceksen Tiirkiye’ye gel burada a¢ falan.
Tiirkiye iyi bir yer falan. Bu diikkani bulmay1 da onlar yardim ettiler. Oturdugum evi de onlar yardim
ettiler. Zaten bizde galiba dyle oluyor. Biri gidiyor. O baskasina tavsiye ediyor geliyor yardim ediyor.
Sonra gelen de baska birine tavsiye ediyor. Ev mesela evi de onlar soylediler. Onlar gosterdi yardim
etti. Oyle aldim” K6.

Gogcmenlerin sosyal dayanisma aglari sadece is piyasasina atilmada sinirli kalmamakta ayni zamanda is
hayatinda siirduriilebilirlik saglamalarinda ve miisterileriyle iliski kurmalarinda da yardimc
olmaktadir. Bu baglamda network kurami gé¢menlerin calisma hayatina entegrasyon streclerini
aciklamada giiclii bir ara¢ olarak karsimiza ¢ikar. Sosyal aglar, sadece ekonomik anlamda firsat
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saglamakla kalmaz ayni zamanda gé¢menlerin gog ettikleri iilkeye karsi aidiyet saglamalarini, giivende
hissetmelerini ve sosyal entegrasyonlarina yardimci olmaktadir.

Ayrica sosyal aglar, is piyasasina dair bilgi, deneyim ve beceri paylasiminda da etkilidir. Go¢gmenler
yukiimlii olduklari vergiler, yasal diizenlemeler gibi konularda birbirlerine rehberlik etmektedirler. S6z
konusu bilgi paylasimlari, go¢gmenlerin is hayatinda 6nemli bir husus olmakla birlikte potansiyel
sorunlari da dnceden gormelerine yardimci olmaktadir. Sonu¢ olarak gé¢menlerin sahip olduklar:
sosyal aglarin, is piyasasinda yer edinme hususunda son derece 6nemli bir yeri oldugu ve bu anlamda
bir tampon mekanizma goérevi gordiikleri séylenebilir.

Gocmenlerin sadece is piyasasinda yer edinme hususunda degil ayn1 zamanda barinma konusundaki
ihtiyaclar1 baglaminda da gogmen dayanisma aglarinin etkili oldugu soylenebilir. Suriyeli gocmen
esnaflarin oturduklar1 evi bulmalarinda sosyal aglarin rolii, onlarin uyum siireclerinde etkili bir
unsurdur. Gorlsmecilerin bircogu ev bulma siire¢lerinde sosyal aglarindan faydalandiklarini
belirtmislerdir.

“Buraya geldim ilk nerede oturacagimi bilmiyorum. Akrabam vardi bir tane amcam, bizim burada
bir yer var bos, uygun diye. Onun séylemesiyle birka¢ arkadas hep beraber tuttuk” K9.

“Bir arkadasimiz, bir tane vardi. O aslinda bir numara verdi. Ev i¢in. Ev bulmak i¢in. Burada oturmak
icin. Ev sahibi numarasi verdi. Yani kiraciydi. Cikacakti Suriyeli biri. Onunkini verdi. Sonra oraya biz
oturduk” K8.

Gogmenler, ev bulma siirecinde yerlesim bolgelerini tanimalari, hangi mahallenin daha giivenli oldugu,
hangi bolgelerde go¢menlerin yogunlukta yasadig1 bilgilerini yine sosyal aglar1 vasitasiyla
o0grenmislerdir. Bu bilgiler gocmenlerin daha bilingli kararlar almalarinda etkilidir. Sosyal aglar, ev
sahibi-kirac iliskilerinde de biiyiik bir rol oynamaktadir. K8’in ifadeleri de bu durumu dogrular
niteliktedir. Ayrica go¢menlerin sosyal aglar1 vasitasiyla bulduklar1 konutlar1 paylasimh seklinde
kullandiklar1 da goriilmektedir. Bu durum maliyetleri azaltarak ekonomik acidan da gogmenlere katki
sunmaktadir. Neticede go¢gmenlerin mekansal yerlesme siireclerinde sosyal aglarin rolii, go¢ ettikleri
tilkedeki yeni toplumsallasma stireclerinde daha hizli uyum saglamalarina yardimci olmaktadir. S6z
konusu sosyal aglar, gocmenlerin sosyal sermayelerini arttirmakta ve ayni zamanda ekonomik
sermayelerini bilingli bir sekilde harcama imkani1 sunmaktadir.

3.5. Dil 6grenme paradoksu ve dili muhafaza etmede alternatif yollar

Orneklem grubuna ulasmak icin cesitli gocmen esnaflara goriisme talebi sunuldugunda gé¢menlerin bir
kisminin Tiirkce bilmedigi géze carpmaktadir. Cok sayida esnafa ulasilmasina ragmen dil konusundaki
yetersizlik nedeniyle bazi gécmenlerle miilakat gerceklestirilememistir. Diger taraftan goriisme
gerceklestirilen gogmenlerin iyi dlizeyde Tiirkce konustuklar1 goze ¢arpmaktadir. Katihmcilar Tiirkce
o0grenmeyi bir gereklilik olarak goérdiiklerini de ayrica ifade etmislerdir. Sadece go¢menlik 6zelinde
degil, goniilli olarak baska bir tilkeye gerceklestirilen her tiirlii iliskide dil bilmek bir gereklilik olarak
goriilmektedir. Buna karsilik arastirmanin o6rneklem grubundaki Suriyeli go¢menlerin dil bilme
hususunda iki farkli yaklasimlari oldugu gozlemlenmistir. Bir tarafta dili bir gereklilik olarak géren
gocmenler varken diger taraftan kendi kurduklari iletisim ve etkilesim aglarinda, yaklasik on senedir
bulunmalarina karsin dil bilme ihtiyac1 duymamis olanlar mevcuttur. S6z konusu durum bir paradoksu
animsatmakta ve bu yoniyle toplumsal gergekligin iki farkli yoniinii géstermektedir.
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Sekil 4

Dil Ogrenme Paradoksu

Galisma Hayati

OZEL KURSLAR

DEVLET KURSLARI

DiL BiLME GEREKSINiMi
/
DiL OGRENME DUYMAYANLAR

GEREKSINiIMi DUYANLAR

CALISMA HAYATI

S6z konusu paradoks gocmenlerin topluma uyum siireglerindeki dinamikleri yansitmaktadir.
Toplumsal katilim ve finansal firsatlar baglaminda dil 6grenimi kritik bir slirece tekabtil etse de bazi
gocmenler kendi topluluklar: icerisinde giinlilk hayatlarini idame ettirebilmekte ve bu topluluk
icerisinde dil 6grenmeden varliklarim siirdiirebilmektedirler. Ote yandan, ekonomik firsatlardan daha
fazla yararlanmak ve gog ettikleri tilkeyle daha fazla iletisim ve etkilesim icinde olmak isteyen gogmenler
icinse dil 6grenme siireci kaginilmaz bir hale gelmektedir. S6z konusu durum gécmen esnaflarin
entegrasyon siireclerinde dil 6grenmenin iki yonlii bir siire¢ oldugunu géstermektedir.

Gogcmenlerin yeni bir topluma entegrasyon siirecleri iizerinde kritik bir 6neme sahip olan dil 6grenimi
noktasinda dil kurslari, 6nemli bir ara¢ olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu baglamda dil kurslari,
gocmenlerin hem iilkeye uyum saglamak icin hem de dil becerilerini gelistirmek i¢in attiklar ilk adim
olmasi bakimindan o6nem arz etmektedir. S6z konusu kurslar gocmenlere sadece dil bilgisi
kazandirmakla kalmaz ayni zamanda go¢menlerin sosyal etkilesimlerine ve yeni bir kiltir
tanimalarinda etkili olabilmektedir.

“ISMEKte. 6 ay gittim. Sonra korona oldu. Bu yiizden online oldu. Ben B2’ydim en son. En son online
oldu sonra ben devam etmedim. Is gii¢ falan éyle kald1. Yani ¢ok zor hem ise gelmek hem kurs. Sabah
zaten. ilk yapiyordum ama gerekliydi. Simdi biraz konusuyorum. Yeter yani” K5.

“Bir kurs vardi. Ozel kurs. X'te. Oradan 6grendim” K8.

Katilimcilarin ifadelerinden de hareketle dil kurslarinin, gégmenlerin dil 6grenme stirecinde kritik bir
rol oynadigi séylenebilir. Go¢menler, kurslarin etkili olabilmesi i¢in ¢alisma hayati ve kurs arasinda bir
denge kurmanin énemli oldugunu dile getirmislerdir. Calisma hayatindaki yiikler ve giindelik hayattaki
diger sorumluluklarin kurslara devam etmeyi zorlastirdig1 ve dil 6grenme siirecini kesintiye ugrattigi
soylenebilir. Bu baglamda, kurslarin uzun vadede dil 6grenmede etkili olmadigi, siirdiiriilebilirligi
saglamadigi goriulmektedir. Sonuc olarak, dil kurslarinda verilen egitimin temel bir zemin olusturdugu
kacinilmaz bir gerceklik olarak karsimiza ¢iksa da pratik yasamda 6grenilen bilginin stirekli kullanilmasi
ve peKistirilmesi, dil 6grenme hususunda daha etkili ve kalic1 sonuglar elde edilmesini saglayabilir.

Calisma hayati, bireylerin toplumsallasma stire¢lerinde 6nemli bir rol oynamasinin yani sira sosyal
etkilesimlerin yogunlastigi ve toplumsal kimliklerin sekillendigi bir alandir. Calisma hayati, sadece
ekonomik gereksinimlerin karsilandig1 bir alandan ziyade ayni zamanda kultiir miibadelelerinin
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yasandigi, sosyal aglarin genisledigi dinamik ortamlardan olusmaktadir. Bu baglamda gé¢menler icin
calisma hayati, yeni bir toplumla biitiinlesmede anahtar rolii oynamaktadir. Go¢gmenler, bulunduklari
tilkeye uyum saglamak icin attiklari ilk adim olan ¢alisma hayatinda dil becerilerini gelistirerek
toplumsal entegrasyonu saglamaktadirlar. Giinliik hayat etkilesimleri, is yerindeki ¢alisanlari veya
arkadaslari, musterileri ve tedarikgileriyle kurduklar iletisim, dil 6grenme siirecinde 6énemli bir rol
oynamaktadir. Bu anlamda ¢alisma hayati, go¢menlerin hem kisisel gelisimlerine katki saglayan hem de
lilkeye uyum siireclerini hizlandiran bir ortam olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

“Komsu fazla bilmiyor da ben tekstilde ¢alistigim icin hemen 6grendim. Orda ¢ok konusmak
zorundayiz. Calisanlar var Tiirk. Yarisi Tiirk yani. O ylizden onlardan 6grendim. Bir de ben biraz sey
yani. Orda bir abi var dedi bana, sen Muhammed abi gibi konusuyorsun. Sive mi denir onun
memleket. Onun memlekette dyleymis konusma. Ben simdi 6yle Tiirkce konusuyorum oyle dedi.
Oyle yani” K3.

Is yerinde Tiirk calisanlarimin olmasi, onlarla kurulan iletisim ve etkilesimler gécmenlerin dil
O6greniminde dnemli bir rol oynamaktadir. K3, dil 6grenimini ¢alisma hayatinda 6grendigine vurgu
yaparken ayrica 6grenme siirecinde bolgesel bir aksan edindigini ve Tiirk¢e’yi bu sekilde konustugunu,
cevresindeki kisilerin de bunu fark ettigini beyan etmistir. Bu anlamda is piyasasi, temel dil becerilerinin
kazanilmasinda etkili olmanin yani sira dilin ¢esitli varyantlarini da 6gretme noktasinda potansiyel bir
konumda yer almaktadir.

“Calisarak abi. Geldigimde hi¢ yani bilmiyordum, kimseyi anlamiyordum. Burda komsularla falan
konusarak. Onlar da ¢ok iyiler Allah razi olsun. Oyle 6grendim konus konus. Ama yine de ¢ok iyi
degil yani daha ¢ok 6grenmem lazim gelir” K9.

K9 ise, komsu esnaflarla konusarak dil 6grendigini ifade etmistir. Calisma hayati, toplumsallasma
strecinde en etkili olan asamalardan birini olusturmaktadir. Farkl bir iilkeden gelen go¢menler, lilkeye
uyum saglama siireglerinde yeni bir toplumsallasma siirecinden gegmektedirler. Bu slirecte yasamlarini
idame ettirebilmek icin atildiklari is piyasasinda ¢alisma hayatinda edindikleri yerli komsu esnaflarin
onemli bir roliiniin oldugu géze carpmaktadir.

Gorlismecilerimden bir kismi dil 6grenimini kurslar yardimiyla edinmislerdi. Fakat hem dil 6grenimini
kurslarda 6grenenler hem de sadece ¢alisma hayatinda 6grenenlerin ortak beyani, calisma hayatinin dili
ilerletme hususunda son derece 6nemli bir yere sahip oldugu yoniindeydi.

“Iste burada. Insanlarla konustugum icin. Miisterilerle yani. Evde dursan mesela gerek yok
ogrenmeye. Hem de ilerletemezsin. ihtiyacin olmaz. Ama burada ihtiyag. O yiizden ilerledi benimki.
Miisteriler falan geliyor Tiirk, onlarla konusurken ilerliyor” K5.

“Tirklerle konusmak, onlarla ¢alismak ¢ok iyi. Yani ne yapsan kursa gitsen 6zel ders alsan yok yani.
Insanlarla konus. Cahistigim yerde 6grendim daha ¢ok. Kurs o kadar degil yani. Kursa gittim evetama
calismak baska” K8.

K5 ve K8'’in ifadelerinde de anlasilacagi iizere ¢calisma hayati, dil 6grenme hususunda kurslardan ve 6zel
derslerden daha etkili goriinmektedir. Dil kurslari, dil 6grenimi noktasinda temel bir zemin hazirlasa da
¢alisma hayatinda dil pratigi yapmak bu anlamda biiyiik bir 6nem arz etmektedir.

Katihmcilarin ifadelerinden hareketle, gocmen esnaflarin dil 6grenme siirecini biiylik odlciide
hizlandiran ve pekistiren bir alan olarak calisma hayatinin varhgindan soz edilebilir. Is yerinde dil
pratigi yapmanin, dil becerilerini arttigl agikca goriillmektedir. Bu baglamda calisma hayati hem
toplumsal uyumu destekleyen hem de go¢gmenlerin dil 6grenme siireclerini tesvik eden bir alan olarak
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
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4. Sonucg ve Tartisma

Bu calisma, gogmen esnaflarin is piyasasina ve sosyal hayata entegrasyon siire¢lerinde esnafligin roliinii
anlama ve acgiklamay1 hedeflemistir. Bu baglamda gé¢menlerin esnaflasma nedenleri, entegrasyon
streclerinde esnaflasmanin rolii, sosyo-ekonomik sermayenin uyum siireglerindeki etkisi iizerinde
durulmustur.

Suriyeli go¢men esnaflarin Tiirkiye’ye gelmelerindeki temel nedenin savas oldugu bilinmekte fakat iist
siifa mensup katilimcilarin Tiirkiye'yi tercihlerini {ilkeyle daha 6nce temas etmis olmalari, ekonomik
verimlilik, kultiirel benzerlik ve var olan sosyal aglar1 etkilemistir. Go¢menlerin Fatih ilgesini tercih
etmelerinin temel nedeni, bolgenin miisteri potansiyeli ve ticaret hacmi olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
Esnaflarin calisan secimlerinde kendi topluluklarini dnceledikleri, miisteri profillerinin ise biiytlik
cogunlugunun Arap kokenli bireyler oldugu dikkat cekmektedir.

Gocmen esnaflarin ¢alisma hayatinda karsilastiklar: birtakim bariyerler bulunmaktadir. Calisma izni
alma siirecinde bir zorluk yasanmamakla birlikte sehirler arasi seyahatlerde izin alma gerekliligi
gocmen esnaflar1 olumsuz etkileyen unsurlardan biridir. Ayrica yerel ydnetim degisikliklerinin
biirokratik anlamda birtakim ek ugraslara neden oldugu ve bu nedenle tedirginlik yasadiklar:
goriilmektedir. S6z konusu durum, is piyasasina ve sosyal hayata entegre olma siire¢lerini olumsuz
etkilemektedir.

Yapilan miilakatlar ve gozlemler sonucunda esnaflik tercihinin iilkeye uyum saglama siirecinde bir arag
olarak kullanildig1 tezi dogrulanmakla birlikte genel olarak calisma hayatina dahil olmanin uyum
saglamada etkili oldugu goériilmektedir. Bu anlamda esnaflik, ilkeye uyum saglama hususunda calisma
hayatinin genelinden ayrismamaktadir. Go¢men esnaflarin daha 6nceki mesleklerinin de esnaflik
oldugu 6grenilmis olup bu anlamda mesleki farklilasmaya rastlanilamamistir. Uzmanliklar1 anlaminda
bir degisiklikten s6z edilebilir.

Esnaflarin iilkeye uyum saglamak icin is piyasasina atildiklar1 goriilmekte fakat uyum saglamak igin
attiklar1 bu adimi kendi kiilttirleri tizerinden siirdiirdiikleri géze carpmaktadir. Baska bir ifadeyle, yerel
halkin ¢ok fazla tercih etmeyecegi irlnleri sattiklari, miisteri profili olarak “Arap” miisterileri
hedefledikleri ve bu anlamda kendi iclerinde bir gettolasmaya gittikleri sdylenebilir.

Ekonomik sermayenin go¢men esnaflarin is piyasasina uyum siireclerinde basat unsur oldugu, sosyal
sermayenin de dnemli bir unsur oldugu fakat dneminin ekonomik sermayeye kiyasla ¢ok daha geri
planda kaldig1 sonucuna ulasilmistir. Ayrica ekonomik sermaye, sosyal kabul edilebilirlik agisindan da
basat rolii oynamaktadir. Ekonomik sermaye bakimindan avantajli olan gé¢menler, cam tavanlari asmis
gocmenler olarak kavranabilir. Arastirmanin bulgularindan hareketle Suriyeli go¢menlerin, aile ve
akrabalik baglari, etnik aglari, yerli arkadaslarinin sosyal sermaye bilesenleri oldugu anlasilmis olup s6z
konusu sosyal aglar zincirinin hem is piyasasina hem de sosyal hayata entegrasyon siirec¢lerinde son
derece 6nemli bir yere sahip oldugu sonucuna varilmistir.

Gercgeklestirilen miilakatlar ve gézlemlerden hareketle dil 6greniminin iki boyutlu bir yapisinin oldugu,
bir kisim gégmenin dil 6grenme ihtiyaci duymadigy, bir kisim go¢menin ise dili bir ihtiyac olarak gérdiigi
tespit edilmistir. S6z konusu durum bir paradoks olarak goriilmekte ve toplumsal gercekligin iki farkl
ylziini gostermektedir. Gogmenlerin dil 6greniminde kurslarin etkili oldugu fakat pratik kazandirmasi
bakimindan ¢alisma hayatinin son derece 6nemli bir konumda oldugu séylenebilir. Ayrica gécmenler,
kendi dillerini ve kiiltiirlerini muhafaza etmek ve gelecek nesillere aktarabilmek icin alternatif yollara
basvurmaktadirlar. Dil 6grenme siirecinin gé¢menlerin sosyal hayata ve is piyasasina uyum
streclerinde kritik bir rol oynadigi goriilmektedir.

Gog sosyolojisi interdisipliner bir alan olmasi nedeniyle literatiirde konuyla ilgili bircok calisma
mevcuttur. Bu arastirma, gé¢cmen esnaflarin is piyasasina entegrasyon siireclerini istanbul’'un Fatih
ilcesi 6zelinde ele alarak, mevcut literatiire yeni bir perspektif kazandirmistir. Elde edilen bulgular, daha
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once farkh sehirlerde yapilan calismalarla hem benzerlikler hem de farkliiklar géstermektedir. Ilk
olarak literatiir incelendiginde, daha once yapilan arastirmalarda vurgulanan politik diizenlemelerin
esnaflar iizerindeki etkisi bu ¢alismada da gozlemlenmistir. Ozellikle is kurma siirecindeki biirokratik
engeller ve hukuki belirsizlikler go¢cmen esnaflarin entegrasyonunda 6nemli bir bariyer olarak
goriilmektedir. Ek olarak, go¢cmen esnaflarin is piyasasinda hayatta kalabilmek icin gelistirdikleri
stratejiler baglaminda, kiiltiirel ve sosyal sermayelerinin biiyiik bir 6neme sahip oldugu ancak istanbul
gibi biiyiik bir sehirde olmalar1 nedeniyle daha genis bir miisteri kitlesine hitap etmeye calistiklari, bu
nedenle s6z konusu sermayeleri daha esnek kullandiklar1 gézlemlenmistir. Ayrica literatiirde yer alan
nitel arastirmalar incelendiginde cogunlugunun sinir vilayetlerimizde yogunlastigl goriilmektedir.
Ancak, Istanbul’un heterojen gé¢cmen gruplarini icinde barindirmasi, sosyo-ekonomik yapisi ve yiiksek
rekabet ortami nedeniyle gocmen esnaflarin piyasadaki konumlarini daha stratejik hamlelerle koruma
gerekliligini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu baglamda, calismanin istanbul’da yiiriitilmesi bakimindan
literatlirdeki s6z konusu bosluklar1 doldurdugu diistiniilmektedir.

Her arastirmada oldugu gibi bu arastirmada da birtakim sinirhiliklar bulunmaktadir. Calisma istanbul
ilinin Fatih ilgcesinde gerceklestirilmis olup gé¢menlerin en yogun olarak bulunduklar ilk bes ilcenin
tamaminda yapilarak genisletilebilir. Ek olarak arastirma, Fatih’in belirli bolgelerinde yapilmis olup s6z
konusu muhitin tamaminda daha fazla go¢mene ulasilarak arastirma genisletilebilir. Ayrica
arastirmanin érneklem grubunda daha 6nce esnaflik yapmayan gégmenlerin sayisi ikidir. Bu baglamda
arastirma orneklem grubunun daha once esnaflik yapmayan farkli esnaf driintiilerinin de eklenmesi
yoluyla da gelistirilebilir.

Neticede Suriyeli gogmen esnaflar icin Tirkiye, is olanaklar1 ve cesitli nedenlerden dolay: c¢ekici bir
destinasyon olmus fakat go¢menlerin calisma hayatinda karsilastiklari birtakim bariyerler tilkeye uyum
streclerini zorlastirmistir. Go¢menlerin sahip olduklar1 sosyal aglar ve dil 6grenimleri uyum
stireclerinde kisa vadede giizel sonuclar dogmasini saglamistir. Bu baglamda, gégmenlerin hem is
piyasasina hem de sosyal hayata entegre olma siireclerini hizlandirmak i¢gin farkli diizenlemelere
gidilebilir.

1. Sehir degistirme stirecindeki biirokratik engellerin azaltiimasi: Go¢gmen esnaflarin ¢alisma hayatina
attiklar1 ilk adimda herhangi bir sorunla karsilasmadiklar1 goriilmektedir. Fakat il degistirme
hususunda zorluklar yasadiklari ve bu durumun da iilkeye uyum siiregleri iizerinde ve iilke ekonomisine
katki saglama baglaminda etkili oldugu diisiiniilmektedir. Bu nedenle s6z konusu durumda bir
diizenlemeye gidilmesi olumlu sonuglar yaratabilir.

2. Mentorluk programlarinin uygulanmast. Go¢menlerin sosyal aglarinin tilkeye uyum stireclerinde etkili
oldugu bilgisine ulasilmistir. Bu baglamda gé¢men esnaflarin yerel halkla daha iyi entegre olabilmeleri
icin mentorluk programlari olusturulabilir.

3. Kurs saatlerinde diizenlemeye gidilmesi ve dil kurslarinin sayisinin arttirilmasi. Go¢menlerin is
piyasasinda basarili olabilmelerinin ve daha genis bir misteri Kkitlesine ulasmalarinin basat
unsurlarindan biri olan dil 6grenimi noktasinda kurslarin bir zemin hazirladig1 ve bu anlamda kritik bir
rol lstlendikleri goriilmektedir. Fakat gocmenler, devlet kurslarinin saatleri ve giinlerinin ¢alisma
hayatiyla uyumlu olmadigini ifade etmislerdir. Bu baglamda kurslarin arttirilmasi ve saatlerinde
diizenlemeye gidilmesi 6nerilmektedir.

4. Medyadaki denetimlerin arttirilmasi. Medyanin gécmenler tizerindeki etkisi baglaminda gé¢gmenlerin
uyum siirecinde etkili bir ara¢ oldugu diisiiniilmektedir. Bu nedenle medya mecralarinda go¢gmenler
hakkinda yapilan haber ve bilgilendirmelerin denetlenmesi, sosyal hayata uyum saglamalarini
hizlandiracak olup ayni1 zamanda yerel halkin gécmenler lizerindeki nefret séylemlerini etkileyecektir.

5. Kamu farkindaligi etkinliklerinin yapilmasi. Go¢gmen esnaflarla yapilan goriismelerden hareketle,
mesleklerini kendi kiiltiirleri tizerinden icra ettikleri ve miisteri profillerinin de bu minvalde sekillendigi

102



Feyza Kargili

sonucuna varilmistir. Ayrica gégmenlerin toplumsal dislanma igeren ifadeleri de olduk¢a fazladir. Bu
nedenle gocmenlerin yerel halkla temaslarinin artmasini saglamak amaciyla; sivil toplum, medya,
hiikiimet veya konunun diger paydaslari tarafindan kamu farkindalig: etkinlikleri diizenlenebilir.

103



Journal of Migration and Political Studies, 3(1) 2025, 83-105

Kaynakca

Adigiizel, Y. (2022). Gég¢ sosyolojisi (5. Baski). Nobel Yayinlari.

Bourdieu, P., & Wacquant, L. ]. D. (1992). An invitation to reflexive sociology. University of Chicago press.
Creswell, ]. W. (2021). Nitel arastirma yontemleri (6. Baski). Siyasal Kitabevi.

Cakicy, A, Yilmaz, S., & Cakici, A. C. (2018). Tiirk esnafin Suriyeli miilteci esnaf hakkindaki tutumu:
Mersin’de bir arastirma. PressAcademia Procedia, 7(1), 367-371.

Dikkaya, M., & Dincer, S. (2023). Tiirkiye is giicii piyasasinda Suriyeli siginmacilar. Aksaray Universitesi
Iktisadi ve Idari Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 15(2), 187-198.

Erdogan, M. M. (2018). Tiirkiye'deki Suriyeliler toplumsal kabul ve uyum. istanbul: Istanbul Bilgi
Universitesi Yayinlari

GIGM- Gog Idaresi Genel Miidiirliigii. Gecici Koruma. https://www.goc.gov.tr/gecici-koruma5638
adresinden ulasilmistir.

Ibn Haldun. (1998) Mukaddime 1, (Cev. Ugan, Z.K.; Onséz). Istanbul: MEGSB Yayinlari

IOM-Uluslararas1 Gog Orgiitii. (2009). Uluslararast Gé¢ Hukuku- Gé¢ Terimleri SozIiigii. B. Cigekli (Ed.).
Littera (Cev.). Cenevre: Uluslararasi Gog Orgiitii, No:18.

ITO. (2022). Istanbul Ekonomisinde Suriyeli Girisimciler. Istanbul.

Karan, 0. (2019). Suriyeli miiltecilerin esnaflasmasini anlamada Bourdieucu yaklasimin olanaklar.
Istanbul Universitesi Sosyoloji Dergisi, 39(2), 249-276.

Lee, E. S. (1969). A theory of migration. ]. A. Jackson (Ed.) Migration iginde. Cambridge: Cambridge
Universitesi.

Marshall, G. (2009). Sosyoloji sézliigii. Bilim ve Sanat Yayinlari.

Ozcelik, E. (2023). Gécmenlerin yerlesik kimlik insasi: Gaziantep’te Suriyeli esnaflasmasi [Yiiksek lisans
tezi]. Gaziantep Universitesi.

Parin, S., & Kilig, A. R. (2022). Tirkiye’'deki Suriyeli go¢gmenlerin girisimcilik faaliyetlerinde farkl
sermaye bicimlerinin rolu. Go¢ Dergisi, 9(1), 15-36.

Rittersberger-Tili¢, H., & Bal, S. (2019). Tiirkiye emek piyasasinda miilteciler/gdé¢menler: Goriinmeyen
emek ve goriinen politika tizerine bir degerlendirme. Niifusbilim Dergisi / Turkish Journal of
Population Studies, 41, 26-51.

Sharaf Mansoor, M. (2022). Tiirkiye'deki Afgan miiltecilerin durumunun ve sorunlarinin sosyolojik olarak
degerlendirilmesi: Konya érnegi. [Yiiksek lisans tezi]. Selcuk Universitesi.

TCIB-Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti icisleri Bakanhg. (2005). [ltica ve gé¢ mevzuati. Ankara: Baskent.

Tekbas, F.,, & Karan, 0. (2022). Hatay’'daki gecici koruma altindaki Suriyelilerin girisimcilik deneyimleri.
Goc¢ Dergisi, 9(1), 65-84

TEPAV. (2019). Istanbul’da Suriyeliler ve Savas Sonrasi Suriye Gettolar1: Final Raporu. Mart 2019.
Yaman, F. (2019). Gé¢ ve toplum. Istanbul: Ketebe Yayinlari.

Yaman, F. (2021, Agustos). Nitelikli gé¢cmen is giictiniin calisma yasamina entegrasyonu (ilke Politika
Notu 28): https://ilke.org.tr/images/yayin/pn_28/todam_politika_notu_28.pdf  adresinden
ulasilmistir.

Yilmaz, M. (2023). Samsun’un Etnik Ekonomisi: Irakli ve Suriyeli Gégmenlerin Esnaflik Deneyimleri

104


https://www.goc.gov.tr/gecici-koruma5638
https://ilke.org.tr/images/yayin/pn_28/todam_politika_notu_28.pdf

Feyza Kargili

[Yiiksek lisans tezi]. Ondokuz Mayis Universitesi Lisansiistii Egitim Enstitiisii.
Makale Bilgi Formu
Cikar Catismasi Bildirimi: Yazar tarafindan potansiyel ¢ikar catismasi bildirilmemistir.

Etik Onay ve Katihma Rizast: Etik kurul izni istanbul Medeniyet Universitesi Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimler
Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi Kurulu'ndan alinmistir. (2024 /4, 30.02.2024)

Destek/Destekleyen Kuruluslar: TUBITAK-2209A

intihal Beyani: Bu makale iThenticate tarafindan taranmustir.

105



	MIPOS
	mipos
	SayıTamMIPOS
	This research analyzes the intersection of diplomacy, industry, and regional stability, enhancing the comprehension of how bilateral defense collaborations can function as significant tools for national and regional progress. It underscores the strate...
	2. Literature Review
	2.1. Defense diplomacy
	References
	M4-1629267.pdf
	1.1. Statement of the problem
	1.2. Study scope and significance
	2. Theoretical Review
	2.1. The neo-classical economic theory
	2.2. The network theory
	2.3. Dual market theory
	2.4. Human capital theory
	2.5. Social network theory
	2.6. The push and pull theory
	3. Existing Gap in Literature
	4. Research Design
	4.1. Study area
	4.2. Sampling technique and sample size



