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Editorial

The Journal of Balkan and Black Sea Studies is an Istanbul-based
publication dedicated to fostering academic exchange among social
scientists from Turkey, the Balkans, the Caucasus, and Eastern European
countries. Launched in 2018, the journal has published thirteen issues to
date. The current, fourteenth issue features three research articles and
one book review.

The first article, titled “Siege, Battle, Verse: The Siege of Shkoder
During the Balkan Wars of 1912-1913 in the Poetic Memoirs of Mehmed
Fahri Pasha” (in Turkish) by Dindar Negis and Mehmet Besikgi,
examines the unique verse-form memoirs of Mehmed Fahri Pasha. These
memoirs provide the only known independent first-hand account of the
1912-1913 Shkodér siege. Through comparative analysis, the article
reconstructs the conflict’s events, explores the impact of famine and
bombardment, and evaluates the memoir’s contribution to Ottoman
military historiography and post-war memory.

The second article, “The Geopolitical Weight of the 1946 Paris Peace
Conference in the Balkans” by Onur Kose, analyzes how Balkan regions
were represented during the 1946 conference. Employing a method
inspired by Caldara and lacoviello’s geopolitical risk model, the study
quantifies references to nearly 2,000 geographic areas across 300
meetings. It highlights shifting geopolitical priorities — especially Russian
influence—and lays the groundwork for understanding long-term
changes in the geopolitical landscape of the Balkans.

The third article, “Anaklia Project: Strategic Importance and
Challenges” by Nasiba Mirzayeva, discusses the Anaklia deep-sea port
project in Georgia. Intended to enhance Georgia’s cargo transportation
capacity and link East and West, the project has drawn attention due to
the limitations of other Black Sea ports such as Poti and Batumi, which
cannot rival Turkish and Russian ports. The article outlines the
challenges the Anaklia initiative has faced since its inception.

The issue also includes a book review by Mehmet Hacisalihoglu on
the book “Mezdu Anatoliya i Rumeliya. Yurutsite i stopanskoto
rayonirane na casti ot Tsentralnite Balkani, sredata na XV - sredata na
XVI vek” [Between Anatolia and Rumelia. The Yuruks and the Economic
Zoning of Parts of the Central Balkans, Mid-15th - Mid-16th Century] (in
Bulgarian) by Milena Petkova.

viii



I would like to thank the authors for choosing to publish their
work in our journal. My sincere thanks also go to the referees for their
valuable contributions to the peer review process. Finally, I extend my
gratitude to the editorial board and to Zeynep Oztiirk, the language
editor of this issue, for their support in preparing this publication.

Mehmet Hacisalihoglu, Prof. Dr.

Editor in Chief

ix



Journal of Balkan and Black Sea Studies
Year 8, Issue 14, June 2025, pp. 1-28.
DOI: 10.56679/balkar.1652353

Research Article

Muhasara, Muharebe, Manzume:

Mehmed Fahri Pasa’nin Manzum Anilarinda Balkan
Harbi'nde Iskodra Kusatmasi, 1912-1913

Dindar Negis* and Mehmet Besikgi*

Abstract:
“Siege, Battle, Verse: The Siege of Shkoder During The Balkan Wars Of 1912-1913 in
the Poetic Memoirs of Mehmed Fahri Pasha”:
The Shkodér/Montenegro Front in the Balkan War was a rare battlefield
where siege operations, open-field engagements, and irregular warfare
converged. Despite its significance within the war’s broader strategic and
psychological landscape, this front has remained understudied. This article
seeks to address that gap by examining the first-person account of Mehmed
Fahri Pasha, a source that has yet to receive in-depth scholarly attention in
relation to the Shkodér Front. His memoirs offer a rare perspective, presenting
the direct experiences of a soldier who actively participated in the conflict.
This study critically engages with this unique Ottoman-Turkish military
memoir -the only known independent first-hand account of the Shkodér
Front- through a comparative analysis with primary and secondary sources.
By reconstructing the course of the siege and battles, it assesses their strategic
and psychological repercussions. Finally, the memoir is contextualized within
conventional military historiography, evaluating its contribution to the
historicization of warfare.
Keywords: Balkan Wars, Poetic Memoirs of Shkoder Battle, Military History,
Mehmed Fahri Pasha, Ego-Documents

* Responsible author; independent researcher, Istanbul
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DINDAR NEGIS AND MEHMET BESIKCI

Giris!

1912 yilmin yaz aylarinda Osmanli Devleti, uzun stiredir devam
etmekte olan biiytik bir siyasi bunalimin doruk noktasini yasiyordu.2 Bu
siyasi bunalim nedeniyle sik sik hiiktimetler dustiyor, ancak her yeni
hiiktimet bu politik kaos igerisinde tilkenin i¢ ve dis meseleleriyle yeterince
alakadar olamiyordu. Ay giinlerde 19. ytizyilin basindan beri giderek sesi
yiikselen ayrilik¢t soylenmelerin kusattig1 Balkanlarda Osmanli karsiti bir
askeri ittifak kuruluyordu. Rusya'nin destegini arkasina alan Bulgaristan,
Yunanistan, Sirbistan ve Karadag arasinda ittifak antlasmalar1 imzalanmus,
yaz aylar1 biterken, bir nevi cihan harbinin provas:® icin Balkanlarda uygun
zemin hazirlanmisti. Her ne kadar Osmanli Devleti bu hazirliklardan
haberdar olsa da gerekli tedbirleri almakta gecikmisti.4

Bu sirada, Osmanli Devleti'nin en batisinda yer alan ve bugiin
Arnavutluk’un bir pargast olan, sancak hiiviyetindeki Iskodra da bir hayli
hareketli giinler geciriyordu. 15. ytizylldan beri Osmanli topragi olan bu
kent, 20. ytizyila ayrilik¢1 ve yipratici isyanlarla girmisti. Bolgede yasayan
Miisliiman Tiirkler, Arnavutlar ve Malisorler (Hristiyan Arnavutlar)
arasinda huzur bir tiirlii tesis edilemiyordu. Osmanli hiikimeti ise i¢inde
bulundugu politik sartlar dolayisiyla buradaki devlet otoritesini biiyiik
oranda askeri makamlara devretmisti Bu gerilim atmosferinde,
Iskodra’nin yakin gelecekte bir savasa sahne olacagim ongoren Osmanli
Genelkurmay1 sehrin tahkimine dair planlar ve birtakim uygulamalara
girismisti. Ancak ne Iskodra ne de Osmanli ordusu heniiz bir savasa hazir
degildi. Zaten Osmanli Genelkurmayi, askeri hazirliklarin “i¢ ve dis
gailelerden uzak en az bes senelik bir zaman” zarfinda
tamamlanabilecegini 29 Eyliil 1912'de resmi olarak hiiktimete bildirmisti.>
Fakat bu raporun tizerinden 10 giin bile ge¢meden, Osmanh Devleti

1 Bu cahsma, Tiirkiye Bilimsel ve Teknolojik Arastirma Kurumu (TUBITAK) tarafindan
224K085 numarali proje ile desteklenmistir. Projeye verdigi destekten otiirii TUBITAK a
tegsekkiirlerimizi sunariz.

2Ender Korkmaz, “ A Power Takeover in the Ottoman Empire: The Downfall of the Committee
of Union and Progress in 1912” Acta Histriae, 32:1 (2024), 105-130.

3 Zafer Toprak, “Cihan Harbi'nin Provast: Balkan Harbi,” Toplumsal Tarih, say1 104 (Agustos
2002), 44-51.

4 Omer Turan, “Balkan Savaslar1”, Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Tarihi-I, ed. Nese Ozden, Mehmet
Temel, Yasemin Doganer vd., (Ankara: ATAM Yay., 2023), 348.

5 Resat Hally, Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri Tarihi Balkan Harbi, (1912-1913) Harbin Sebepleri, Askeri
Hazirliklar ve Osmanli Devleti’nin Harbe Girigi C.1 (Ankara: Genelkurmay Basimevi, 1993), 280.



BALKAN HARBINDE ISKODRA KUSATMASI

kendini ¢ok sayida hasma kars1 travmatik sonugclar1 olan Balkan Harbinin
icinde bulmustu.¢

Iskodra’da ise durum biraz daha farkliydi. 1912 yilinin Temmuz-
Agustos aylarindan beri sehir ile Karadag arasinda kalan kuzeybat:
bolgesinde, Karadag simir muhafizlar1 ve Malistrler ile Osmanli hudut
birlikleri sik sik ¢atismaya girmekteydi; yani bolgede fiili bir savas hali
mevcuttu.” Osmanli ordusunun bolgede miistakil vaziyette konuslanan 24.
Iskodra Nizamiye Tiimeninin® vazifesi ise sehri Malisor ve Karadag
taarruzlarma karst muhafaza edip bilhassa Karadag'in giineye ve
glineydoguya ilerlemesini engellemekti.®

Bolgedeki Osmanli askeri varlig1 son halini Mart 1911'deki Osmanl1
ordusunun reorganizasyonu siirecinde, 24. Miistakil Iskodra Nizamiye
Tiimeni ve Iskodra Miistahkem Mevkiinin kurulusuyla almisti. Hazarda
tiimen, seferde kolordu (takviye Redif ve Nizamiye ttimenleriyle iskodra
Kolordusu) biiytikltigiindeki bu birlik, 1912 Mart aymdan itibaren sehrin
askeri valisi de olan Miralay Hasan Riza Bey (daha sonra Pasa) komutasi
altindaydi. Balkan Harbi arifesindeki seferberlikle birlikte, bazilar1 noksan
kadrolu olarak, 12’si Nizamiye, 4'ti Redif olmak tizere toplam 16 piyade
alayy; biri agir olmak tizere 2 topgu alay1 iskodra’daydi. Bu alaylarin yan
sira 2 topcu taburu, 3 havan bataryasi, 4 brodvel bataryasi, 5 dag bataryasi,
1 obiis bataryast ile tiimen/kolordu karargahlaria bagh mubhtelif boliikler,
miistakil redif taburlar1 ve Iskodra Goli'nde silahli gemiler Iskodra’da
konusglanmist1.10

Temmuz 1912’de baglayan, 8 Ekim’de resmiyet kazanan ve 28 Ekim’de
cetin bir kusatmaya dontisen Iskodra Muharebeleri'ne dair, agirlikla resmi
askeri evraka dayali gesitli askeri tarih calismalari mevcuttur. Fevzi
Cakmak’m Balkan Harbi'nde Garp Cephesi'ne dair eseri kismen de olsa,
Iskodra’daki muharebelerin tasnifi ve genel semasma dair ilk ve 6zgiin
calisma olmasi yoniiyle 6nemlidir.”! Balkan Harbi'nde gorev yapan ve
aslinda mubharebelerin basindan sonuna kadar Iskodra’da kalan Nafiz

6 Turan, “Balkan Savaglar1”, 348-350.

7 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, Muhdrebat-1 Miihimme, Vekayi’-i Fect’a, Sehidlerimiz
ve Mersiyeleri: Manzum Iskodra Tarih-i Harbi (Dersaadet-Pangalti: Mekteb-i Harbiye Matbaasi,
1329), 4-5.

8 Bu tiimen savas sirasinda hazar konusundan sefer konusuna gecerek aldig1 takviyelerle
“Miistakil Iskodra Kolordusu” haline geldi.

9 Fehmi Ozatalay, Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri Tarihi Balkan Harbi Garp Ordusu Karadag Cephesi, 111
ncii Cilt 3 ncii Kistm (Ankara: Genelkurmay Basimevi, 1984), 47-49.

10 Hamdji Ertuna, Iskodra Savunmas: ve Hasan Riza Pasa (Ankara: Genelkurmay Basimevi,1986),
91; Ozatalay, Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri Tarihi, 31-34.

1 Fevzi Cakmak, Bati Rumeli'yi Nasil Kaybettik: Garbi Rumeli'nin Silret-i Ziydi ve Balkan
Harbi'nde Garb Cephesi, 4. Baski (istanbul: i§ Bankasi Kiilttir Yaymlari, 2011).



DINDAR NEGIS AND MEHMET BESIKCI

Giirman ve Kiramettin Kocaman’in eseri de hacmi, zengin icerigi ve aslinda
konuya dair sonraki ¢alismalara kaynaklik etmesi agisindan kayda
degerdir.12 Bunlarin yani sira, yine asker kokenli Hamdi Ertuna'® ve Fehmi
Ozatalay’in,4 ayrica sivil aragtirmacilar Mimoza Jatal® ve Gizem
Kaytan'mn!¢ eserleri mevcut literattirdeki baslica askeri tarih ¢alismalaridir.
Ne var ki, cok kisitl deginmeler disinda,” Iskodra Cephesi'ne dair bu
eserlerdeki en temel eksiklik, Balkan Harbi'nin diger cephelerini konu alan
calismalarin aksine ben-anlatilar: ile, yani askerlerin yazdigi hatira ve
gunlik gibi otobiyografik kaynaklarla desteklenmemeleridir.’® Hatta,
Balkan Harbi literatiirii genel olarak ele alindiginda Iskodra’ya dair higbir
Osmanli-Ttirk askeri ben-anlatistnin  zikredilmedigi goriilmektedir.
Halbuki, bu ¢alismanin temel 6znesi olan Mehmed Fahri Pagsa’nin anilar
Iskodra Cephesi'ne dair yegane miistakil Osmanli askeri ben-anlatisi
olarak 6ne g¢ikmaktadir. Bu anilarin Iskodra Cephesi'nin askeri tarihi
konteksti igerisinde analizini yapmay: hedefleyen bu makale mevcut
literatiirdeki bu boslugu doldurmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Fahri Pasa’nin anilarmin diger bir 6zgiin yonii ise bunlarin manzum
olarak kaleme alinmis olmasidir. Bir harp anisinin manzume seklinde
kaleme alinmasi, agir kusatma kosullar1 altinda sahadaki bir askerin yogun
duygularini, kaygi ve hiiztinlerini daha iyi aktarma ve sonraki kusaklarin
hafizasinda daha derin bir yer etme isteginin bir sonucu olarak
goriilmektedir. Fahri Pasa’nin anilari sayesinde Iskodra Cephesi'nin insani
ve sahsi yoniine Osmanli-Tiirk tarafinin gayri resmi goziinden bakmak ilk
kez mumkiin olacaktir. Bu mihim bir ayrintidir, zira amilarin
konvansiyonel askeri tarih anlatilarina katkisi bir yana, askeri tarih sadece
savasin, catismanin veya lojistigin degil bir birey olarak askerin;
askerlikteki ve sonrasindaki ferdi ve toplumsal yasaminin da tarihidir. Bu
tecriibeye dair en onemli kaynaklar da stiphesiz bizzat konu edinilen

12 Abdurrahman Nafiz ve Kiramettin, 1912-1913 Balkan Harbinde Iskodra Miidafaasi, 2 Cilt
(Ankara: Biiyiik Erkan-1 Harbiye Reisligi X. Sube Askeri Matbaa, 1933).

13 Ertuna, Iskodra Savunmast...

14 QOzatalay, Tiirk Silahli Kuvovetleri Tarihi...; Fehmi Ozatalay’mn eserinin 6ne cikan niteligi
Iskodra’daki birliklerin harp ceridelerinin derlenmesiyle yazilnus olmasidir.

15 Mimoza Jata, “Balkan Savaglarinda Iskodra Vilayeti (1912-1913)” (Yiiksek lisans Tezi,
Istanbul Universitesi, 2014).

16 Gizem Kaytan, “Balkan Savaslari'nda i@kodra Miidafaast” (Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Trakya
Universitesi, 2018).

17 Jata, “Balkan Savaslarinda iskodra”, 57, 63.

18 Nafiz Giirman ve Kiramettin Kocaman her ne kadar eserlerini kendi tecriibelerine de
dayanarak kaleme almislarsa da bu eser miistakil bir ben-anlatis1 degil, askerler i¢in yazilmis
bir askeri tarih kitabidir.
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savasa katilan askerlerin yazdii ben-anlatilaridir.’® Bu makale o6nce,
Mehmed Fahri Pasa'min amilarmmin aym zamanda “Iskodra’daki
muharebelerin bir tarihi” olarak da okunabilecegini gostererek Iskodra
Cephesi'ne dair genel bir degerlendirme yapacaktir. Ardindan, gene anilar
merkeze alarak mercegini kusatmanin sahadaki deneyimine ve bu stirecte
cephe gerisindeki zor yasam kosullarina gevirecektir. Askerlerin ve Iskodra
halkinin gida sikintis1 ve yogun bombardimanin yarattign “giille soku”
(shell shock) diye tabir edilebilecek travmatik psikolojik durumlarla nasil
bas etmeye calistiklari, bu analizde alt1 ¢izilmeye calisilan baslica
noktalardan olacaktir.

Osmanli-Tirk edebiyati ve tarih literatiirinde bir yazar/sair,
hayatinin bir boltimiinde yasadiklarini genellikle siir seklinde kaleme alirsa
buna “sergtizestname”, nesir seklinde kaleme alirsa “ani/hatira” denirdi.?0
Dolayisiyla, bir manzum anlat1 olan Fahri Pasa’nin anilar1 bu yoniyle
“serglizestname” gelenegi icerisine yerlestirilebilir. Erken modern
donemde de “savasa katilan biri tarafindan yazilmis manzum ben-
anlatilar’” yani askerl sergiizestnameler kayda alinmistir. Nitekim
Gelibolulu Za'ift'nin Gazdvat-1 Sultan Murad?! adl1 eseri bu tiiriin saptanan
ilk drnegidir. Za’ifi burada Sultan II. Murad'in yaninda 1447’ye kadar sahit
oldugu savaglari, seferleri ve sonraki olaylar1 anlatmistir.2 Bu ve benzeri
eserler? tema olarak ayni zamanda, dini rengi 6n plana ¢ikarilan savaslarin
konu edildigi “gazdvatname”, bu tiir savaslar neticesinde elde edilen
galibiyetin islendigi “zafername”, bir kale ve/ya kentin alinmasi sonucu
yazilan “fetihndme” bagliklar1 altinda toplanan eserlerdir.

19 Mehmet Besik¢i, Cihan Harbi'ni Yasamak ve Hatirlamak: Osmanlt Askerlerinin Cephe Hatiralart
ve Tiirkiye'de Birinci Diinya Savas: Hafizast, 3. Baski (Istanbul: fletisim Yayinlari, 2024), 33-80.

2 Orhan Kemak Tavukgu, “Sergiizestname”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, c.36,
(Istanbul: Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakf1, 2009): 559-560 ve M. Orhan Okay, “Hatirat”, Tiirkiye Diyanet
Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, .16, (Istanbul: Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakf1, 1997): 445-449.

21 Mehmet Sar1, “Gelibolulu Za'ifi Muhammed - Gazavat-1 Sultan Murad Han: Inceleme (Ses
Degismeleri, Benzesmeleri ve Uyumlar), Metin - Sozliik” (Doktora Tezi, Istanbul Universitesi,
1994).

22 {gmail Yildirim, “Za’#fi” Tiirk Edebiyat1 isimler Sozligi, https:/ /teis.yesevi.edu.tr/madde-
detay/ zaifi-mehmed-gelibolulu-zaifi [E.T. 21.04.2025].

2 Modern oncesi doénemde yazilan bu tiirden bazi eserler igin bk. Agah Sur1 Levend,
Gazavatnameler ve Mihaloglu Ali Bey Gazavatnamesi, (Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Yaymlari,
1956); Bosnal1 Intizami, Tuhfetii'l—fhvﬁn, haz. Cihan Okuyucu, Sadik Yazar (istanbul: Yazma
Eserler Kurumu Yayinlari, 2020); Kivami, Fetihndme, haz. Ceyhun Vedat Uygur (istanbul:
Yapikredi Kiiltiir Yaymlary, 2018); Tulid'i'nin Pasa-Ndme'si, haz. Osaj Siiliman (Ankara:
Akademisyen Yayinevi, 2020); Vuslati Ali Bey, Gazd-ndme-i Cehrin, haz. Dr. Mustafa Isen, Dr.
Ismail Hakki Aksoyak (Ankara: Kiiltiir Bakanlig1 Yaymlari, 2018); Merahi'nin Fetihname-i
Sigetvar’s, haz. Ahmet Arslantiirk, Miicahit Kagar (Istanbul: Okur Kitaplig1 Yayinlari, 2012).
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Erken modern doneme ait bu tiir eserlerin yam sira, aslinda Fahri
Pasa’dan onceki donemlerde de manzum savas anlatilarma
rastlanmaktadar. Ornegin, Kirim Harbi'nde Ahmed Riza Trabzoni* ve
Yusuf Halis Efendi?> harbe dair manzum tarih anlatilarinda, savasin bazi
sathalarinda dogrudan cephede bizzat yer alarak gozlemlerini
aktarmuglardir. Ayrica, savasa bizzat katilmadigi halde atmosferi ve
gozlemlerini manzum sekilde yazan Salih Hayri? gibi sairler de mevcuttur.
Ote yandan, 1877-78 Osmanli - Rus Harbi'nde Hiiseyin Raci Efendi'nin
savas ve gog tecriibesini ele aldigr amilarmin? son kismindaki uzun
manzume de bu tiiriin 6rneklerindendir. Yukaridaki 6érneklerden farkh
olarak, bir savasi veya muharebeyi tecriibe edip anilarini manzum olarak,
ama miistakil bir eser seklinde degil, “destan” adini verdikleri miitevazi
uzunluktaki siirler seklinde aktaranlar da olmustur.28 Ancak, bu 6rneklerin
hicbiri dogrudan bir harp anlatis1 yazma niyetiyle kaleme alimadig gibi,
bu metinlerde otobiyografik 6geler ancak kismen mevcuttur.

Osmanli-Turk askeri ani literattirti, 6zellikle Balkan Harbi (1912-1913)
ve onu takip eden on yillik harp dénemi baglaminda bugiine énemli bir
edebi, tarihi, psikolojik ve toplumsal miras birakmistir. Bu miras icinde
mensur (diizyazi) anilar, genellikle savaslarin kronolojik akisini, taktik ve
lojistik detaylarini, komuta kararlarini, savas raporlarmi ve bazen de
anekdotlar1 aktaran benlik belgeleri niteligiyle dikkati ceker. Ornegin,
Mehmed Fahri Pasa ile neredeyse yasit olan Garp Ordusu Komutani Zeki
Pasa?® ve Sark Ordusu Komutani Abdullah Pasa’min® anilari; teknik
ayrintilar, harekat planlar1 ve muharebelerin tahliline odaklanirken,
duygusal boyutlar1 ve bireysel tecriibeleri biiylik oOlctide geri planda
birakmaktadir. Bu nedenle diizyazi anilar, belge niteligi yiiksek olsa da
bireysel ve toplumsal bellek agisindan sinurli bir anlatim gtictine sahiptir.
Ogzellikle harp psikolojisi, maglubiyet travmasi, sugluluk ve mahcubiyet

2 Ahmed Riza Trabzoni, Manzume-i Sivastopol, haz. Veysel Usta, (Ankara: Kiilttir Bakanlig
Yayinlari, 2000).

%5 Kenan Bozkurt, “Yiiregi Vatan Askiyla Atan Bir Sair: Yasuf Halis Efendi ve Sehname-1
Osmani’si.”  The Journal Of Turk-Islam  World  Social ~ Studies (2019): 134-182.
Do0i:10.16989/ tidsad.168

2 Salih Hayri, Kirtm Zaferndmesi - Hayrdbad, Haz: Necat Birinci, (Ankara: Kiilttir ve Turizm
Bakanlig1 Yaynlar: 1988).

% Hiiseyin Raci Efendi, Zagara Miiftiisiiniin Hatiralar: - Tarihge-i Vaka-i Zagara, haz. M. Ertugrul
Diizdag, (1stanbu1: iz Yayincilik, 2019).

28 Bunlardan bazilari igin bk. M. Sabri Koz, “Napolyon'un Misir'1 Isgali ve fki Destan” Tiirk
Folklor Aragtirmalari, C.14, S.271 (1972): 6230-6232: M. Sabri Koz, “Canakkale Zaferi ile ilgili Bir
Destan” Tiirk Folklor Arastirmalari, C.13, S5.265 (1971): 6063-6065.

29 Zeki Pasa, 1912 Balkan Harbi'ne Ait Hatiratim. haz. Halit Fesih Kalkan, (istanbul: Milenyum
Yayinlari, 2013).

30 Abdullah Pagsa ve Mahmut Muhtar Pasa, Abdullah Paga'nun Balkan Savas: Hatirati-Mahmut
Muhtar Paga'min Cevabi, haz. Hiilya Toker, Sema Demirtas, (1stanbul: Alfa Yaymcilik, 2012).
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duygular1 gibi insani yonlerin aktariminda mensur metinlere kiyasla
manzum anilar daha duygusal bir gerceve cizer.

Buna karsin, Mehmed Fahri Pasa’nin Manziim Iskodra Tarth-i Harbi adli
eseri gibi manzum (siirsel) anilar, yalnizca teknik ve kronolojik aktarimlar
yapmakla kalmayip, bireysel ve toplumsal duygulari, yasanan trajedileri
ve kahramanliklar1 da etkileyici bir bicimde yansitma potansiyeline
sahiptir. Osmanli edebiyatinda sergilizestnAme ve gazavatname
geleneginden beslenen bu tir anlatilar, savasin insani boyutunu
derinlemesine kavranmasina olanak tanmir. Siirin sundugu ritmik yapzi,
imgesel zenginlik ve estetik doku hem bireyin duygusal diinyasint hem de
savasin yikici etkilerini daha derin ve ¢ok katmanl bir sekilde ifade etmeyi
mimkiin kilar. Yukarida da deginildigi tizere Fahri Pasa, Iskodra
kusatmasinin sadece askeri safthalarimi degil, ayni zamanda sivil halkin
yasadig1 acilari, aglik ve bombardimanm yol a¢tigi travmalari, askerlerin
moral durumlarini ve psikolojik ¢oztilmelerini de siir diliyle aktararak bir
tur “icsel tanuklik” ve “ruhsal ytizlesme” metni olusturur. Bu anlatim tarzi,
belgelerle sinirli kalmayan hem tarihi hem edebi hem de psikolojik bir
anlat1 katmani sunar.

Ayrica, bu manzum askeri anilar bireysel 6zneye daha fazla alan
acarak, yazarmn duygu ve distincelerini daha 6zgtir ve derin bir sekilde
ifade etmesine olanak tanir. Nitekim siir, Osmanli diinyasinda agk, keder,
ofke ve elestiriyi dile getirmenin giiclii araglarindan biri olarak
benimsenmistir. Dolayisiyla manzum anilar yalnizca resmi tarih yaziminin
eksik biraktig1 noktalar1 tamamlamakla kalmaz, aynm1 zamanda bireysel
tanikliklar: ve insani duygular1 edebi bicimde kayda gecirme agisindan da
diizyazi anilardan daha 6zgiin ve ¢ok yonli bir anlat: tiirii ortaya koyar.
Bu makalede ise Balkan Harbi'ne bizzat katilmis bir askerin, yani Fahri
Pasa’min miistakil bir manzum ani seklinde kaleme aldig1 eserine
odaklanilmaktadir. Fahri Pasa’min bu manzum hatirat1 “Iskodra Muhisarast,
Muhdrebat-1 Miihimme, Vekdyi’-i Feci'a, Sehidlerimiz ve Mersiyeleri” tist bashg1
ve “Manzum Iskodra Tarih-i Harbi” alt baghgi ile yaymmlanmustir.
Pangalti’daki Mekteb-i Harbiye (Harp Okulu) Matbaasinda basilan eserin
yayim tarihi Rumi 1329 (Miladi 1914%) olarak ¢n kapakta belirtilmistir.
Kitabin 3. sayfasindan itibaren baglayan anlati, 142. sayfada sona erer. Her
sayfasinda ortalama 20 misra olan hatiratta her biri miistakil birer
manzume olan 12 mersiye, 8 muharebe anlatisi, 1 mars ile 1§k0dra’daki
kusatma giinlerini konu alan muhtelif konularda 12 anlati bulunur. 4

31 Rumi 1329 y1ili Miladi olarak 1913-14’e denk gelse de eserin sonundaki hata-savab cetvelinin
alt bashgindan Fahri Pasa’min eserini emekli olduktan sonra yani 1914'te yayimladig:
anlasilmaktadir.
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sayfalik bir hata-savab cetveli iceren eserin bilinen herhangi bir yazma
niishas1 ve yazar miisveddesi tespit edilememistir.

Mehmed Fahri Pasa’nin Hayatina Kisa Bir Bakis

Doktor Mehmed Fahri ve Fahri bin Siileyman olarak da bilinen
Mehmed Fahri Pasa; Siileyman Efendi ile [hsan Hamim ciftinin oglu olarak
1860 yilinda Istanbul’da diinyaya gelmistir.32 Fahri Pasa’min babasi
Stileyman Efendi Sadiyye tarikati seyhlerinden Yahya Efendi'nin oglu olup
1836/1837’de Rusguk’ta dogmustur. Biraz da bu nedenle Fahri Pasa'nin
oglu Cumbhuriyet Devri edebiyat¢ilarindan Halit Fahri Ozansoy, aile
koklerinin Alemdar Mustafa Pasa’ya dayandigmi beyan etmistir.33 Ote
yandan Fahri Pasa’nin hayati hakkinda kaynaklar oldukca zayif olup
yasamimin ancak ana hatlar1 bilinmektedir. Nitekim ilk ve ortaokul
egitiminden sonra Kuleli Askeri Lisesinde ogrenim gormiis, akabinde
yiiksek tahsilini Askeri Tibbiye yani Mekteb-i Tibbiye-i Sdhanede (bugiin
Saglik Bilimleri Universitesi) almigtir.3

Fahri Pasa, Tibbiyeyi 1884 yilinda birincilikle bitirerek tabip miilazim
riitbesiyle mezun olmustur. Aymi yil Zehra Hanim’la evlenen Fahri
Pasa’nin bu evliliginden Maide Hanim (1895-1954) ve Halit Fahri Ozansoy
(1891-1971) diinyaya gelmistir. Zehra Hanim'in 1898’ deki vefatindan sonra
Fahri Pasa dort kez daha evlenmistir. Tibbiyedeki tahsilinin ardindan her
birinde ortalama bir-iki y1l calismak kaydiyla ve sirasiyla Haydarpasa
Hastanesinde, Uskiidar Merkez Hastanesinde, Istanbul 1plikhane
Hastanesinde ve Humbarahane Hastanesinde gorev yapmistir. Bu arada
kazandig1 bir imtihan vesilesiyle 6nce Sihhiye Dairesi Ifkinci Subesi
Terctime Dairesine sonra da mezun oldugu Tibbiyeye tayin edilmistir.
Tibbiyeye tayininden sonra da 2 yillik bir egitim icin Almanya’ya
gonderilmistir.3> Egitim sonrasi Tibbiyedeki gorevine devam eden Fahri
Pasa 1887’ de kolagasi, 1894’te binbasi, 1897’ de kaymakam, 1900’de miralay
olmustur.3 1909'a gelindiginde mirliva riitbesine haizken Tasfiye-i Riiteb
Kanunu geregince riitbesi binbasiliga diistirtilmiisttir. 1913 yilinda ise
tekrar mirliva olacaktir.

Fahri Pasa, 1897 Osmanli-Yunan Harbi esnasinda cephe gerisinde
birkag vagonluk bir askeri hastane komutanligi hari¢ 1910’a kadar
Tibbiyede gorev almis, hatta 1901’de Farmakoloji Boliimii Bagkanligina

32 Aykut Kazancigil, Tip Fakiiltesi Tarihgesi, 11 (istanbul: Ozel Yay., 1991), 19.

3 “Halit Fahri Ozansoy un Biyografisi”, Hisar, LXXXVIII, 10.

3 Abdullah Acehan, “Halit Fahri Ozansoy, Hayati, Eserleri, Sanat1” (Doktora Tezi, Sakarya
Universitesi, 1998), 20-23.

% Acehan, “Halit Fahri Ozansoy”, 24.

36 Osmanli Belgelerinde Mekteb-i Tibbiye-i Sahdne, Saglik Bilimleri Universitesi, Ankara 2016, 170.
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atanmugtir. Bunun haricinde Tibbiyedeki kimi boliimlerde ve Istanbul’ daki
bazi tip okullarinda gorev aldig1 ve ders vermisligi de kayitlara gegmistir.3”
1910 yilinda Tibbiyedeki birtakim yapisal degisiklikler geregi kitaya
cikarak 24. Iskodra Nizamiye Ttimeni (daha sonra Iskodra Kolordusu)
baghekimligine tayin edilmistir.3® Balkan Harbi esnasinda da bolgede
bulunan Fahri Pasa, bu makaleye konu olan savas ve kusatma anilarmi
kaleme almus, sehrin Nisan 1913'teki teslimiyetinden sonra Istanbul’a geri
dénmiistiir. Oradan Izmir’e tayin olmus, tekrar mirlivaliga terfi etmis; 19
Ocak 1914'te ise emekliye ayrilmustir. Birinci Diinya Savasi sirasinda
Istanbul’da, Kurtulus Savasi’'nda Bursa’da ikamet ederek muhtelif liselerde
dersler vermistir. Istanbul’'un kurtulusundan sonra tekrar sehre dénen
Fahri Pasa omriintin son yillarinda gozlerini yitirmis ve Agustos 1932'de
Istanbul’da vefat etmistir.

Mehmed Fahri Paga’nin Anilarinda Iskodra’daki Muharebeler

Iskodra’da Temmuz 1912-Nisan 1913 arasinda énce sinir catismalars,
sonra agik alan muharebeleri, ardindan kusatma ve kusatma muharebeleri
seklinde cereyan eden bir dizi askeri hareketlilik meydana gelmistir.
Mubharebelere 6nce tiimen sonra kolordu seviyesinde katilan Iskodra’daki
Osmanli ordusu bu siirecte; genellikle gayrinizami unsurlar olan
Malisorler, hentiz askeri organizasyonlarimi tam olarak oturtamadiklar:
i¢in yari-nizami olarak tanimlanabilecek Karadaglhlarla ve nizami bir ordu
olan Sirp kuvvetleriyle miicadele etmistir.

[k catismalar cogunlukla sehrin kuzeybatisinda olurken, agik alan ve
kusatma muharebeleri kimi zaman ayni anda birden fazla noktada cereyan
etmistir. Bu minvalde sehrin c¢evresindeki muntikalar1 bilmek, Fahri
Pasa'nin anilarinmi ve genel itibariyla savasmn bu safhasii dogru analiz
etmek adina mithimdir. Bu mintikalar ve isimler kisaca soyledir:4°

Kuzeyde Kir Suyu ile Iskodra Golii arasindaki Ova Bélgesi

Giineyde Boyana Nehri ile Drin Nehri arasindaki Birdiga Bélgesi
Doguda Drin Nehri- Kir Suyu arasindaki Kir Bélgesi

Batida Boyana Nebhri ile iskodra Golii arasindaki Trabos Bélgesi
Iskodra’nin giineyinde ve Drina Nehri ile Kir Suyu arasindaki Dervis
Tepe Bolgesi

6. Kir Suyu setlerinin bulundugu Setler Bélgesi

AN e

37 Acehan, “Halit Fahri Ozansoy”, 24.

3% BOA, DH.MUI (Bagbakanlik Osmanli Arsivi Dahiliye Nezareti Muhaberat-1 Umumiye
idaresi Evraki), 107/18.

% Veli Behget Kurdoglu, Sair Tabipler (Istanbul: Baha Matbaas1,1967), 267.

40 Kaytan, “Balkan Savaslari’'nda i§kodra Miidafaas1”, 132.
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7. lIskodra’nin kuzeybatisinda Iskodra Goli'niin kuzeyini teskil eden Tuz
Bélgesi.

Resmi Savas Ilan1 Oncesi Bolgedeki Miicadeleler

Mehmed Fahri Pasa, anilarinin ilk sayfalarin (3,4,5) resmi savas ilani
oncesi Iskodra’daki olaylara ve Tuz'daki gatismalara ayirmistir. Nitekim
Fahri Pasa Ramazan ayindan beri Malisorlerin i§kodra'ya taciz atesi acip
6lmeye, 6ldiirmeye, yakmaya ve yikmaya bagladiklarmi; bunun bir sonucu
olarak kimi rediflerin ve halkin bir kisminin sehirden kagtiklarimi yazar.
Fahri Pasa 6zellikle 1911’deki Malisor Isyam’'ndan sonra bir donem icin
bolgede huzurun hiikiim stirdiigtinti, ancak “kudurmus kopekler” diye
tasvir ettigi Karadaglilarm ve Malisorlerin bolgeye geri gelmesiyle soz
konusu huzur ortaminin bozuldugunu ve sonmiis durumdaki isyan atesi
korlarinin (buradan kasit 1911 Malisor Isyani) tekrar tiittiirtldigiinti ifade
eder. Bununla baglantili olarak Fahri Pasa Tuz bolgesinde birtakim
dumanlarin ytiikseldigini bunu 6nce yangin sandigini, sonralari ise bunun
Hoti ve Kostrat Malisorlerinin Tuz’a yaptiklar1 bir saldir1 neticesinde
oldugunu, bu suretle huzurun tekrar bozulmaya basladigini yazar.

Fahri Paga 1911’deki Malisér isyani sirasinda Iskodra’da olmasindan
da hareketle ele aldig1 giinlerde bolgede meydana gelen olaylarin, daha
onceki meselelere benzemeyen farkli bir hareketlilik oldugunu soyler.
Ayrica bu durumun herkesce idrak edildigini de ekler. Bu ifadeler, Balkan
fttifakimin ilk eylemlerini aslinda Iskodra’da gergeklestirdigini gostermesi
agisindan mithimdir. Ote yandan Fahri Pasa da meselenin gériinenden
daha derin oldugunu su dizelerle ifade eder: “Isde finlldak déniiyor siibhesiz /
Ciimlemizin bildigi sey.. Hem de siz / Dikkat edin.. Maksadi kesf eylemek...”#!

Bu dizelerin devaminda Fahri Pasa, Iskodra civarindaki catismalar
nedeniyle kalenin ikmal hatlarinin zarar gorduigiinii ve bu sebeple sinir
catismalari, isyan bastirma harekat: seklinde stiren miicadelelerde giiglitk
cekildigini, askerlerin bu kaleden ¢ikamadigini, bu hal karsisinda 30 Eyliil
1912'de sehre bir imdat birliginin gelip savasa savasa kaleye ulastigim
yazar. Fahri Pasa'nin bu beyani hentiz savas ilani dahi olmadan sehirde
birtakim muharebelerin oldugunu gosteren miihim kayitlardir. Ote yandan
Fahri Pasa’nin anilarinda goze garpan ilk ciddi eksiklik, resmi savas ilan
oncesi Tuz civarinda meydana gelen muharebelerden s6z edilmeyisidir.
Oysa 9 Eyliil-3 Ekim arasinda burada yerli halkin katilimiyla Malisorlere
karst silahli bir miicadele verilmis, hatta bu catismalara katilan yerliler cok
sayida kayip vermistir.*2

41 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 4.
42 Kaytan, “Balkan Savaslari'nda Iskodra Miidafaas1”, 123.
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Resmi Savas Ilan1 ve Tuz Muharebesi

Fahri Pasa zaten ¢oktandir bir savas halinin hiikiim stirdtugii bolgede,
resmi savas ilanii “Ilan-1 Harp” bashg: altinda kisaca soyle aktarir: “25
Eyliil 328 / Patlad: birdenbire harb ii vigd / R’ad-1 tiifenk.. Top.. Muhib bir sadd /
Mars ileri: Emrini giis eyledik / Sevk ile birden huriis eyledik”+

Dort musralik bu boliimde dikkatleri ¢eken ilk husus ileride de
ornekleri oldugu tizere Fahri Pasa'min verdigi tarihlerdeki tutarsizliktir.
Nitekim savas kendisinin belirttigi tizere Rumi 25 Eyliil yani Miladi 8
Ekim’de basladiysa da ilk top ve ttifekler onun kastiin aksine ancak ertesi
sabah atilmisti. Bu bsliimii “Iskodra Kahramanlarinin Muharebe Sarkist”
adindaki dini, hamasi bir manzume takip etmekte olup devaminda Fahri
Pasa’min Tuz Muharebesi'ni anlattig1 aymni isimli boltiim gelir. Fahri Pasa
bundan sonraki tiim muharebe anlatilarmin baslangicinda oldugu gibi
burada da ¢nce muharebenin baslangic tarihini vererek anlatiya gecer.
Anlatiya Iskodra’min kuzeybatisinda bulunan ve Karadag smirmi teskil
eden Tuz'un dusttigii haberiyle baslayan Fahri Pasa Tuz'un neden ve nasil
kaybedildigini soyle betimler:

“Yiiklenivermekle biitiin siddeti / Dagli'mn.. Etmisti siikiit evveld / Sonra
Viranya ve “Rogam”n bir daha / Harb edemezdi pek az askeri / Diistii o dem,
Qirdi ‘adi igeri.. / Tuz da stikiit etmege mecbiir idi. / Dagl, Malisér ile pek
zor idi / Harbe devam..”%

Her ne kadar Fahri Pasa Tuz'daki maglubiyetin nedeni olarak hasim
kuvvetlerin kesif ve siddetli taarruzunu gosterse de Garp Ordusu
Komutanligt maglubiyetteki asil neden olarak bolgedeki miidafilerin
baginda muktedir bir komutan olmamasini gostermektedir.* Ote yandan
Fahri Pasa bir diger neden olarak da pek c¢ok askerin kaybedilmesi
sebebiyle komuta kademesinin teslimiyete mecbur kaldigini gosterir ve bu
durumu “&h-1 siyah”a benzetir.

Fahri Pasa’'min Tuz Muharebesi anlatisi ¢ok sorunlu olmasa da
noksandir. Kaldi ki savas ilanindan sonra Taslica mintikasinda da birtakim
muharebeler olmustur. Ancak Fahri Pasa savas ilanindan 10 giin sonraki

4 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarasi, 5.

44 Abdurrahman Nafiz ve Kiramettin, 205.

45 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 8,9.

40 Kaytan, “Balkan Savaslari’'nda i§kodra Miidafaas1”, 128.
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Tuz Muharebesi'yle anlatiya baslar. Bunun nedeni biiyiik olasilikla Fahri
Pasa’nin daha ziyade gordiiklerini aktarmak istemesinde yatmaktadir.4”

Karanya Muharebesi

Fahri Pasa bu anlatiya “Karanya Muharebesi” bashig: altinda 12 Ekim
1912 tarihini vererek baslamistir. Fakat Fahri Pasa'min verdigi bilginin
aksine Karanya Muharebesi 11 Ekim’de baslamistir. Kranya/Fesat Dag1
Mubharebesi diye de bilinen* bu muharebe bir savunma muharebesi olup
Iskodra’min kusatilmasini geciktirmistir. Nitekim Fahri Pasa da bolgenin
kale i¢in 6nemine vurgu yapmuis ve bu éneme binaen Hasan Riza Pasa'nin
bolgeye erkaninmi gonderdigini belirtmistir. Kendisi de tabip subay ihtiyact
dolayisiyla alana gittiginde kapildig1 dehseti ve gordiiklerini sdyle tasvir
eder:

“Goriildii harb atesi birdenbire / Kapladi efliki kiyamet-nisan.. / Top, tiifenk
sesleri dehset-resin / Bir tabura sag cihete yol verir / Kendisi de sol cihetden
gelir. / Sag cihetde taburun cephesi / Gol tarafindan gelen diismani / Siingii
hiiciimuyla kirar..”#

Bu anlatinin devaminda muharebeyi tasvire devam eden Fahri Pasa,
bir anda geriden takviye diisman kuvvetlerinin gelip muharebeye
girdiklerini ama onlarin da kirildigin belirterek® verdikleri biiytik 6lgekli
zayiata ragmen hasim kuvvetlerin direndigini ifade eder. Devaminda 4
tabur buytiklugtindeki bu birlige kars: biiyuikliigi 1 tabur olan Osmanl
piyadesinin yaptig1 hiicumu soyle niteleyip muharebe anlatisini bitirir:

“Cepheye tekrar edince hiictim.. / (...) / Bir béliik askerle heman atlayib / En
ileri atege savlet ile / Kendine mahsiis metanet ile.. / Oyle hiiciim eyledi ki tir
u mdr / Etdi Karadaghlar: pisméan!”>!

Fahri Pasa’nin Karanya Muharebesi bahsindeki anlatisi resmi askeri
tarihle uyusmanin®? yani sira savasi betimlemek adina essiz bir kaynaktir.
Ayrica yazar bir asker olmanin yaru sira bir gozlemci olarak da savasi ve
askeri hareketliligi tasvir etmis, Balkan Harbi'ne dair diger asker anilarinda
pek rastlanilmayan bigimde, sahit oldugu olaylar1 aktarirken hissettigi
yogun duygular1 da kagida aktarmay tercih etmistir.

47 Osmanli-Karadag Muharebeleri, bilhassa Tuz Muharebeleri savasin ilk giinlerinde Osmanl1
basminda genis yer bulmustur. Bkz. Salim Aydn, Balkanlarin Ac: Yiizii: Basin Tarihinde Balkan
Savaslari (Istanbul: Yeditepe Yay. 2013), 333-337.

48 Ozatalay, Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri Tarihi, 86.

99 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 15-16.

50 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 16.

51 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 16,17.

52 Ozatalay, Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri Tarihi, 89-91.
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Miisellim K6y Muharebesi

Bu muharebe eserde “iskodra Civarinda Miisellim Koy Nam-1 Diger
Bardanyolt Muharebesi” baslhig: altinda bulunsa da isimlendirme oldukga
kafa karistiricidir. Zira Miusellim Koy Muharebesi ve Bardanyolt
Mubharebesi farkli zamanlarda meydana gelmis askeri hadiselerdir.
Miisellim Koy Muharebesi 1912 Ekim’inin sonunda cereyan etmesine
karsin Bardanyolt Muharebesi 1913 yilmin Subat aymin basinda vuku
bulmustu. Her ne kadar bu bir yanhslhk gibi gortilse de aslinda bir hata
degil Fahri Pasa'nin 6zgiin tasnifidir. Nitekim Fahri Pasa Iskodra’daki
muharebeleri en erken donemde tasnif eden kisidir. Resmi askeri tarih
anlatisinda her iki muharebenin ismi ve tarihi farkli olmasina ragmen Fahri
Pasa’nin kistas aldig1 durum muharebenin yapildig yerdir.

Fahri Pasa, Miisellim Ko6y’de meydana gelen bu muharebeye bélgenin
diger ismi olan Bardanyolt ibaresini de eklemistir. Dolayisiyla bu bir
yanlisliktan ziyade bir yaklasim bigimidir. Kastedilen muharebenin hangisi
oldugunu tasdik eden ise basligin altindaki 29, 30, 31 Ekim 191253 jbaresidir.
Tabii bu durumda Subat’'ta meydana gelen muharebeye Fahri Pasa'nin ne
isim verdigi sorusu akillara gelebilir. Fahri Pasa'nin o muharebe igin
kulland181 isim ise “Son Bardanyolt Muharebesi” dir.

Fahri Pasa anlatisina, Karadaglilarin i@kodra’yl kusatmak igin
Bardanyolt'a kadar geldigi ve bu duruma karsilik olarak Miisellim
Koy’deki her yastan Miisliimanlarin bolgeye gelerek Osmanl kuvvetleriyle
birlikte Karadaglilarla savastig ifadesiyle baslar. Fakat hasim kuvvetlerin
nicel istiinltigii nedeniyle geri cekildiklerini de ekler ve bu durumu soyle
betimler:

“Miisellim Koyii Miisliimanlariyla / Pirdn ve metin civanlariyla.. / Carpistt
o gtin hayli miiddet / Gazilerimiz piir secd’at.. / Ugrasti.. Fakat killetinden /
Hasmin da ziyade kesretinden / Terk eyledi mevki’-i cihddi.”>*

Gerek tabiplik gerekse de Iskodra’daki askerlik kariyerinde aslinda
oldukga fazla sayida 6ltime sahit olsa da Fahri Pasa ilging bir sekilde bu
muharebe anlatisinin icinde bolgedeki bir koy olan Bostriba’dan gelen
Adem Hacr'nin, Dervis Tepe’de dolasirken diismanin top atesi sonucu bir
bacagini kaybeden kizindan ve mevzide gordiigi yarali bir Osmanh
askerinin son nefesini verisinden -cogu meseleden daha fazla yer ayirarak-
teesstirle soz eder. Belli ki harp sahasinda ve yogun psikolojik baski altinda

5 Fahri Pasa anilarmin tamaminda Rumi takvimi esas almistir, ancak bu makalede tarihler
Miladi takvime gevrilmistir.
54 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 22.
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sahit oldugu bu iki acikli olay hafizasinda derin izler birakmus, bu izler onu
hayatinin sonraki yillarinda da takip etmistir.

Kakarik Muharebesi

5 Kasim 1912 ibaresiyle baslayan anlati, Iskodra-Singin yolunun
Karadaglilarca isgali nedeniyle Miralay Hasan Riza Bey’in emriyle girisilen
bir harekat oldugu vurgusuyla devam eder. Fahri Pasa, bundan sonra
Boyana Nehrini gecen Osmanli kuvvetlerinin Karadaghlar:
puskirttiigiinii ifade eder. Akabinde muharebe alanindan dénen Osmanl
askerlerinin havanin kararmasi nedeniyle yolda kaldigini, bu durum
karsisinda kendisinin Tabip Binbasi Cemal Bey'in emir-komutasinda
bolgedeki askerlerin geceyi gegirmeleri icin bir sahra hastanesi
gonderdigini, ertesi giin Iskodra Jandarma Alay Komutani Ali Fehmi Bey
ve birliginin bu askerlerle Barbilos'ta birlesip Goklii'deki Malisorlerin
tizerine yiirtidiiklerini aktarir. Bunun igin Kakarik'ten gegmek gerekir ki
Fahri Pasa Kakarik Ovasi'ni zorlu gegisi eserinde soyle niteler:

“Bir ova vardi ki besik drtiisii / Sekline benzer.. Bataklik yani /Dag ise yiiksek.
Batagin képriisii / Kirli yosunlar.. Komaz insant / Gegmeye dagdan yana..
Yok bir iimid / Gegmek icin.. Sade ikidir gecid / Bir gecidi Goklii'niin
tistiindedir / Digeri de “Yusi” yakmindadir. / Her ikisinden gegerek gitmeli..
/ Sonra da dik daga su’iid etmeli.. / Kim bunu gorse sasirir da kalir / Bilse
ctkildigint hayret alir.”

Fahri Pasa bu tasvirin devaminda Miralay Cemal Bey'in yonettigi
harekat sirasinda Yusi'den gecen askerlerin Osmanli topgusu tarafindan
diisman zannedilerek dost atesiyle tahrip edildigini, 6 subaymn 6ldtgtinii,>
ayrica 5'i subay olmak {tizere 40 askerin de yarali vaziyette hastaneye
getirildigini belirtir. Bunu takiben boélgede kalan Osmanli birliklerinin ise
Gokli'de geceyi gegirdikten sonra hedeflerine ilerleyip bolgeyi ele
gecirdiklerini ve mevzilerine yerlesen Osmanli topcusunun tazyiki ile
kalan diisman unsurlarinin ovadan biiyiik oranda sokiildigiinii yazar.
Ovada kalan diisman birliklerinin ise bolgeye yapilan takviyeler ve azimle
savasan askerler ile Elbasan Redif Taburunun dirayeti vesilesiyle
tutunamay1p kacarcasina cekildiklerini aktarir. Hatta bir 6rnek olmasi
acisindan sadece ismini verdigi Karadagli General “Ivo Corovig”in%
cadirint alanda birakip kactigini, bu utang karsisinda Miralay Hasan Riza
Bey’in “Cadir bendedir” diyerek cadir1 iade ettigini, bu olayin Iskodra’daki

55 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarasi, 41-42.

5 fskodra’daki sehitlerin tam listesi icin bk. MSB Askeri Tarih Arsivi, Balkan Harbi
Koleksiyonu (110-9-1-7), 284/399/10.

5 Karadaglhlarin Cetine Tiimen Komutani General Ivo Gorovig. Ozatalay, Tiirk Silahl
Kuvvetleri Tarihi, 116.
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Osmanl: askerlerinin moralinin yiikselmesine vesile oldugunu belirtir. Bu
anekdot ile Kakarik Muharebesi'nin bir zafer oldugu vurgulanir ve anlati
sona erer.

Fahri Pasa’'nin Kakarik Muharebesi goze garpan eksik taraflarindan
birisi, muharebenin neden cereyan ettiginin eserde dogrudan
belirtilmemesidir. Oysa bu muharebe Iskodra’min ikmalini kesmek icin
Kakarik sirtlarina yerlesen Karadag kuvvetlerinin imhasi veya en azindan
puskirtilmesi igin yapilmustir. Nitekim Fahri Pasa muharebenin
sonuglaria -mesela yollarin agilmasiyla takviye rediflerin geldigine-
deginmemistir.>8

Zadrima Muharebesi

Hemen her kusatmada oldugu gibi Iskodra’daki kusatmanin bir
boyutu da kusatma ilerledikge ciddi seviyelere ulasan erzak kitligidir.
Bununla baglantili olarak Aralik ay1 ortasinda ¢evreden erzak temin etmek
icin miidafiler arasinda tegkil edilen bir tabur, kale disina ¢ikarak erzak
toplamaya baglamis ve bu sirada denk geldikleri Sirp kuvvetleriyle
“Zadrima” adindaki mintikada tesadiif muharebesine girismislerdi.>® Fahri
Pasa da “Zadrima Muharebesi” bashg1 altinda 16, 17, 18 Aralik tarihini
vererek askerlerin kaleden c¢ikis nedenine ve Sirplarla karsilagsmasina
deginir. Akabinde de Miralay Cemal Bey'in takviye kuvvet olarak
Zadrima’ya gonderilisini soyle yazar:

Mir Cemal'dir yine me'mir olan / Zadirma'ya siir’atle yollanan / Bir
mitralyoz bir de batarya-i cebel / Iki buguk tabur idi kuvveti / Verdi
kumandana samimane el / Cikti yola.. Vardr biiyiik ciir’eti /Gordii ki bir
taburu diismarmimin / Bataryamizdan gorerek  siddeti / Kaydina diismiis de
‘aziz cammn / Almus idi vaz’iyet-i ric’ati. /Miralay Cemal Bey / Bid-defa’dt
harb eden askeri / Mirdita'ya®0 dogru kacan diisman / Eyledi ta’kib.. Bu
hasm-1 dent / Pesine diistii aradi her yeri..o1

Fahri Pasa 6nce tazyiki azalan sonra da geri gekilmeye zorlanan Sirp
kuvvetlerinin pesinden giden birlie mensup askerlerden birinin bir
minareye c¢ikip ezan okudugunu betimleyerek muharebenin hentiz
bitmedigini ifade eder ve muharebelerin devam edecegi sarp araziyi tasvir
eder. Bu arada da Osmanli-Tiirk harplerinde genelde rastlandig: gibi, bir
tepede 6len veya yaralanan bir subay olmasi durumunda tepeye o subayin

58 Ozatalay, Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri Tarihi, 116.

% MSB Askeri Tarih Arsivi, Balkan Harbi Koleksiyonu (110-9-1-7), 673/12/16.

6 fskodra’nin giineydogusunda bulunan ve bagh oldugu Arnavutluk tarafindan 2000 yilinda
lagvedilen ilce.

61 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast,., 48,49.
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isminin verilmesinden®? hareketle tepelere Asim, fsmail ve Vehbi
isimlerinin verildigini yazar.%?

Bu boliimiin akabinde diismanin kirildigini yazan Fahri Pasa, Osmanlt
kuvvetlerinin 30 6lii ve 95 yarali ile muharebeden ¢iktig1 bilgisini verip pek
¢ok ganimet elde etmenin yani sira Sirp kuvvetlerinin agir bir maglubiyet
aldigini soyler. Bu maglubiyet sonras: Saint Nikola Yortusu (6 Aralik)
arifesinde, yani 3 Aralik’ta bir ateskes imzalandigmni, bunun da sevingle
karsilandigini kayda alir.®

Son Bardanyolt Muharebesi

Fahri Pasa’nin anilarinda “Son Bardanyolt Muharebesi” baslig1 altinda
islenen muharebe anlatisinin en ilging yoni, bashigidir. Zira bu eser disinda
ne Genelkurmaym resmi askeri tarih serisinin ilgili cildinde®® ne Nafiz
Giirman-Kiramettin Kocaman'in eserinde ne de bagka bir yerde bu basliga
sahip bir muharebe yoktur. Ote yandan, baglk altinda verdigi 7, 8, 9 Ocak
1913 tarihinde Iskodra Kalesi ve cevresinde herhangi bir muharebe cereyan
etmemistir. Bu noktada Fahri Pasa’nin sonraki muharebe anlatisina
bakmak gerekmektedir. Nitekim bu anlatidan sonra “Trabos”¢ ad1 altinda
yeni bir muharebe anlatis1 baglar. Dolayisiyla Fahri Pasa'min “Son
Bardanyolt” Muharebesi adini verdigi bu muharebe Catalca Ateskes
Antlasmasi ile Trabos Muharebeleri arasinda meydana gelmis olmalidir.
Bu tarife uyan “Bardanyolt Muharebesi” vardir ama Fahri Pasa’nin alt
baslikta aktardig: gibi bu 7 Ocak’ta degil 7 Subat’ta baglamistir.®”

Fahri Pasa’'nin hem muharebenin adini hem de tarihini “yanlis”
verdigi diistiniilebilir, ama aslinda bu bir yanlisliktan ziyade “bakis
agis1”dir. Nitekim Genelkurmayimn resmi bir yayminda Fahri Pasa’nin
adlandirmasina yakin olarak “Ikinci Bardanyolt” Muharebesi seklinde bir
isimlendirme tercih edilmistir.®® Fahri Pasa daha 6nce “Miisellim Koy”
muharebesi icin de farkli bir adlandirma yapmis, orada séz konusu
muharebe icin ayni zamanda “Bardanyolt Muharebesi’dir” demisti. Bu
adlandirma da onunla baglantihdir. Zira o muharebeyi “Bardanyolt”
olarak adlandirdigr igcin bunu da haliyle “Son Bardanyolt” seklinde
isimlendirmesi dogaldir. Ote yandan Iskodra’daki muharebelerin resmi ve
gayri resmi tarihinin yazilmadig1 bir tarihte ele alinan bir eserde boylesi bir

02 Balkan Harbi'nde de meydana gelen ayni uygulamanin bir baska 6rnegi icin bkz. MSB
Askeri Tarih Arsivi, Balkan Harbi Koleksiyonu (110-9-1-7), 566/20/7.

6 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 50.

6 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 55.

65 C)zatalay, Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri Tarihi.

6 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast,., 83.

7 MSB Askeri Tarih Arsivi, Balkan Harbi Koleksiyonu (110-9-1-7), 677/36/4.

6 Ertuna, Iskodra Savunmast, 102.
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“sahsi” adlandirma aslinda olagan karsilanmalidir. Ancak, 7, 8, 9 Ocak
tarihi biiytik olasilikla hatali bir yazimdir. Her ne kadar o tarihte sehri hedef
alan biiytik bir bombardiman olsa da Fahri Pasa’'nin bunun bir ay sonra
cereyan edecek olan bir muharebenin baslangici kabul etmesi, tartismaya
aciktir.

Ote yandan Fahri Pasa anlatmin basinda 3 ginlik bir
bombardimandan s6z eder ki bu taarruz éncesinde hasim kuvveti bircok
acgidan yipratmak igin yapilan hazirlik atislaridir. Dizelerinden anlasildig:
kadariyla bombardimandan oldukca etkilenen Fahri Pasa, muharebe
alaninda oldugunu belli edercesine anlatmin iki farkli yerinde oldukca
canli ve detayli bir muharebe panoramasini su misralarla sunar:

Birbiri ardinca ve birden gelen / Parcalayan, askeri mahv eyleyen /
Giillelerinden miitemadi diisen / Mevt-i feci’den, yiirekler ezen /Atlas
kiireden olarak nevha-zen/ Hickirarak agladi.. Hem zir-hik / ve volkanim
sact1 olub stne-cik.. / Ah! Nice cdn eyledi toplar helak! / Ah! Ne kadar
askerimiz hiin-1 pik / Dogdu o giin sevk-i sehddet ile,/ Pek cogu
ugrasti seca’dt ile..”® (...) /* Sivri Tepe'ye gelmisti nobet / Giiya ki kopmus
idi kiyamet / Bilctimle toplar birden bosandi / Mermiler uctu; dehhds bir ses
/ Efliki sardi.. Zannetti herkes / Bardanyol[t], asker toplarla yandi!.. /
Ates sacard tekmil havanlar, / Kalnusg siperde nice civinlar. / Mevt-i
fect’e olmusdu mahkiim. / Ugrast: durdu yiizlerce ma’siim! / Patlar
atardi mermi havdya / Giiyd sehidi yollar semdya /Sonra havddan arza
diiserler, / Na’s-1 miibarek doldu siperler!” / Kollar.. Bacaklar.. Bir yanda
perrin / Bir yanda govde, baglar, di-rizin! / Sivri Tepe’miz diismana
Qitti.7

Fahri Pasa’nin, harp cerideleriyle de 6rtiisen”? bu anlatisina konu olan
hadiseler yasanirken kentte kisa siire 6nce ciddi bir hadise yasanmuis;
Kolordu Komutan ve Vali Miralay Hasan Riza Bey 29 Ocak’ta bir suikasta
ugrayarak 30 Ocak 1913’te hayatini kaybetmistir. Fahri Pasa anilarinda bu
konuyu soyle isler:

Polis geldi.. Kumandan vurulmus / (...) / Ben hangi kumandan dedim
ammaki  berimden../(...)/Iste o, bizim kumandan, dedi; asker.. / Simdi o
mahale gidiyor polisler.. / (...) / Gordiim ki yerde sirt iistii yatmus.. /
Etrdfim pek yorqun uzatmis.. / Nezdinde efrdd ile ma’iyyet / Gozler
yasarmis diicar-1 hayret. / Tuttum elinden nabzim buldum /
Hissetmedim hi¢.. Sanki vuruldum / Bir yildirimla.. Zird ki hali / Bi-siid

6 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 64.

70 Siperlerde 260 neferden 210" harbden hari¢ kalnugtir.

71 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 71.

72 MSB Askeri Tarih Arsivi, Balkan Harbi Koleksiyonu (110-9-1-7), 977/36/2.
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ederdi her kil u kali.. / Almigti.. Sordum: bir ¢ifte kursun / Devrin-1
demdi gayetle durgun!/ Merhiim béyle etmis hikayet: / Yolda gelirken,
var idi zulmet.. / Birkag kisi baknus  yiiziine /Carpmaksizin  hi¢  dikkat
goziine / Hepsi savusmus gitmisler iken / Mermiler ucmus siddetle
birden / Bir ddine mermi sirtindan urmus / Delmis, gecmis.. Giiyad

kudurmus / Bir kelb disiyle tahrib etmis.. / A’zay1 dnden ¢ikms ve
gitmis..”s

Iskodra’da bulunmus Nafiz Giirman ve Kiramettin Kocaman,
eserlerinde Hasan Riza Pasa'min Esat Toptanimin emriyle ve onun
adamlarindan Osman Bali ve Kavayali Tevfil tarafindan oldiirtildtigini
kayda alirlar.”* Ayrica askeri yazismalarda da olayin tesekkiilii ve sonrasi
hakkinda da birtakim bilgiler bulunmaktadir.”

Birdica “Beltoya” Muharebesi

9-10 Subat 1913 alt bashigma sahip anlati, Birdiga’da kesfe ¢ikan Sirp
kuvvetlerinin gece saat 03.00 sularinda Osmanli kitalar1 tarafindan yarim
saat boyunca ates altina alindig1 ibaresiyle baslar.”® Birdiga'daki bu
muharebe meydanii bir dugiin alanmma benzeten Fahri Pasa, galip
olduklar1 i¢in bu zaferden duydugu sevinci dile getirmistir. Sonraki giiniin
son derece sakin basladig1 ancak ilerleyen saatlerde tekrar catismalarin
meydana geldigi, bu sirada Sirplarin bir aldatmaca tesebbiistinde
bulundugu ancak Osmanl: kitalar1 tarafindan bu girisimin bosa ¢ikarildig:
yine Fahri Pasa’nin anilarinda yer bulur.

Yeni bir bentte muharebe anlatisina devam eden Fahri Pasa, Sirplarin
o guniin aksami tekrar geldigini ve 4 Sirp alaymna karsilik 4 Osmanh
taburunun direndigini soyle betimler:

...Onun / Ustiine mitralyoziimiiz piir-gazab / Islemege baslayarak.. Saneden
/ Gecti.. Tarandi.. Bunu ama neden / Sandi oyuncak.. Fakat sonra hep /Durdu
yerinde.. Ve harb istidid / Etti.. Bugiin Swbhida vardi ‘inad / Bizde
muhdribler idi dort tabur?”? / Dért alaya karst bu kuovvet n’olur? / Oyle
degilmis ama harb direngi / Anlatayim da goriiniiz 6rnegi / Ug taburun

73 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 56-58.

74 Abdurrahman Nafiz ve Kiramettin, 1912-1913 Balkan Harbinde Iskodra Miidafaasi, 359.

75 Bunlardan biri igin bk. MSB Askeri Tarih Arsivi, Balkan Harbi Koleksiyonu (110-9-1-7),
90/73/28.

76 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhisarasi, 77.

7750. Alay ve 2. Tabur ve 4. Alay 2. Tabur, Devol Taburu, Debre-i Zir jandarma efrad. Ihtiyat
boligii
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kuvveti tehyic edib / Debre goniilliileri tetvic edib / Kuvvetimiz ¢ald: zafer
kostinti /Hasmimizin tikadr nakiisunu?s

Ozellikle Debre Redif Taburunun azmi ve cesareti ile Sirp kitalarinin
yenildigini anlatan Fahri Pasa, muharebe sonrasinda Tabip Kolagas: Niyazi
Bey’'in” alanda 1292 6lii Sirp askeri saydigini ifade eder. Ayrica kalan Sirp
askerlerinin esir edildigini aktarip Debre Redif Taburunu 6vmeye devam
eder. Manzumenin devaminda muharebe atmosferini tasvire devam eden

Fahri Pasa, Iskodra Kolordusunun gayesini soyle izah eder: “Ordumuzun
fikri ise dd'ima / Harb ederek sehir ile batmak idi..”30

Bu beyan, tizerinde durulmasi gereken bir ifadedir. Zira kusatma
altindaki kale ve sehirler i¢in duruma gore basvurulan yontemler arasinda
genellikle sunlar vardir: Ya imdat birlikleri gelene kadar savunmada kalinir
ya da hasim kuvvetleri savunma muharebeleri ve mevsim sartlari
vesilesiyle yipratarak kusatma azimlerini kirmak i¢in ugrasilir. veya hurug
harekat: ile hasim kuvvetler puskiirttiiriiliir, bu yapilamadiginda ise gene
bir hurug harekat: ile en yakin dost birlige/yerlesim yerine ulasilmaya
calisilir. Bunlarin hicbirinin ise yaramadig1 durumlarda ise teslim olunur
(duruma gore kosullu veya kosulsuz). S6z konusu muharebe seklinde
bunlardan biri veya birkagi ayni anda veya sirayla benimsenip
uygulanabilir, ancak Iskodra’daki durum son derece 6zeldir. Zira iskodra
yeni Osmanli smurlarinin ¢ok uzaginda kalmisti. Ayrica miidafilerin
gidebilecegi herhangi bir yer olmadig1 gibi miidafilere yardima gelecek bir
birlik de yoktu. Ustelik hurug harekat: icin de elde yeterince kuvvet
bulunmuyordu. Bu noktada, 6yle anlasiliyor ki, iskodra miidafilerinde bu
anda hakim olan hissiyat, yukaridaki seceneklerden ikincisinden hareketle
sonuna kadar direnmekti.

Trabos Muharebeleri

Fahri Pasa'min amilarinda diger muharebe anlatilarinin aksine,
Trabos’'ta meydana gelen muharebeler igin bir “Trabos Muharebeleri”
baslig1 yoktur. Nitekim Fahri Pasa “(Trabos)” seklinde satir aralarinda
sikistirilmis bir ibare ile anlatiya baslar. Bu ibarenin hemen altinda “lakin”
diye soze girmesinden aslinda onceki anlatiya devam ettigi ama ondan
farkli olarak Trabos bolgesindeki olaylar1 anlatmaya calistigini anlamak
miimkiindiir. Fahri Pasa her ne kadar satir aralarinda Trabos

78 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarasi, 81.

7 Mehmed Niyazi Bey aslinda sivil bir doktordur. Seferberlik dolayisiyla silah altina
alinmustir. MSB Askeri Tarih Arsivi, Balkan Harbi Koleksiyonu (110-9-1-7), 305/11/12.

80 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 83.
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Mubharebelerini anlatsa da bolgede 7-9 Ocak ve 31 Mart'ta hatir1 sayilir
biiytikliikte iki ayr1 muharebe cereyan etmistir.

Fahri Pasa burada biiyiik 6lgekli ama pek bilinmeyen muharebeler
cereyan ettigini dile getirdikten sonra, kahraman olarak andigi Osmanh
askerlerinin oldukga siddetli ve yeri gogii sarsip siperleri cehenneme
ceviren hatta korunakli noktalarin dahi ise yaramadigini ancak askerlerin
siperler arasindan saglam cikip savasmasini biiytik bir hayretle betimler.
Fahri Pasa’nin bu ifadesini destekler sekilde harp cerideleri de hem ocak
hem mart ayindaki muharebelerdeki hazirlik atislarinin siddetinden
bahseder.®!

Fahri Pasa’min anilarinin bundan sonraki bolimii, bolgede hayatiu
kaybeden olan bazi isimlere ayrilmistir. ilk olarak Miderris Elbasanl
Hasan Efendi'nin Fesat Dagi'nda askerlere su tasirken olduruldiuigii ifade
edilir. Fahri Pasa bir tarih vermese de Hasan Efendi bir top mermisiyle 31
Mart'ta hayatin1 kaybetmistir.82 Devaminda Karamis Redif Taburundan
Miilazim Abdurrahman Efendi’nin de oliimiinden bahseden Fahri Pasa
yine tarih vermez. Genelkurmay kayitlarina gére Abdurrahman Efendi 9
Subat’ta oldiigiine gore bu durum Fahri Pasa’nin anlatisinda bu tiir trajik
olaylarin aslinda kronolojik degil, tizerinde biraktif1 etki cercevesinde
aktarildigina isaret etmektedir.

Fahri Pasa sonraki boliimiin sonunda, Trabos’taki direnise ragmen
askerlerin ¢ektigi dayanilmaz aclik nedeniyle geri ¢ekildiklerini soyle tasvir
eder: “Heyhat! Kendimiz nihdyet / A¢likla olub terke mecbur / Indirdik askeri.. Ah
ne zor! /Galib bir askere feliket!”$3 Burada sozii edilen hadise aslhinda Mart ay1
sonundaki genel Karadag taarruzu ile teslimiyet goriismeleri arasinda
meydana gelmisse de Fahri Pasa’nin buradaki kapal: tislubu sanki askerler
aglik dolayisiyla geri gekilmisler izlenimini uyandirmaktadir.

Mehmed Fahri Pasa’nmin Anilarinda Iskodra’daki Kusatma
Atmosferi

Fahri Pasa’nin manzum anilarinda kusatma mefhumu iki kavram
tizerine inga edilmistir. Bunlar “aclik” ve “bombardiman”dir. Zaten eserde
hem aglik® hem de bombardiman® i¢in miistakil boliimler ayirilmas: bu

81 MSB Askeri Tarih Arsivi, Balkan Harbi Koleksiyonu (110-9-1-7), 685/7/7.

82 Ozatalay, Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri Tarihi, 196; MSB Askeri Tarih Arsivi, Balkan Harbi
Koleksiyonu (110-9-1-7), 732/2/ 46.

8 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 90.

8¢ Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 110.

85 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 91, 103.
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sav1 desteklemektedir. Bu iki mefhumun Iskodra kusatmasini karakterize
eden temel meseleler oldugu goriilmektedir.

Aclik

Aclik aslinda her kusatmada belli olciilerde rastlanabilen bir
meseledir. Agliga maruz birakma kusatma savaslarinda rakiplerin
miidafiler tizerinde hem psikolojik hem fizyolojik etkiler birakmak igin
basvurdugu etkili bir harp wvasitasidir. Ancak, kusatanlara avantaj
saglayabilirken, savunmada olan askerleri ve sehir veya kale halkini sefil
ve trajik durumlara sokabilen bir sorun oldugunu da stylemek gerekir.
Fahri Pasa’nin anilarindan da bu durum rahatlikla okunmaktadir. “Aclik”
basligina sahip anlatisindaki ilk misralarinda arpa, fasulye, misirin az
oldugu, bugday ununun bulunmadigini, bu nedenle tadina bugday
unundan ekmegin hasret kaldiklarimi ve tadini hatta unuttuklarim ifade
eder. Devaminda ise bir misal olarak sunu aktarir:

Cektigimiz cilelere bir misdl! / Kéffesini birbirine kattilar / Sonra da kizgin
firma attlar.. / Sathi pisib kavrulan o ekmegi / Hayli zamdn gegti de ekl
etmegi / Mi'demiz  ederdi yine gii¢ kabul.. / Miimkiin ise git ara.. Bir baska
bul!l. / Boyle ‘aca’ib kokulu bir hamur: / Ustii kabuk, ici dikenli camur.. / Yam
sira sidde suya ¢orba i¢./ Hem de goriinmezdi iginde piring / Mi’deye insin de
goreyim bu hi¢ / Bir sey’e munzamm olan o kerpi¢/ Sende birakir m1 “aceb
istiha 286

Fahri Pasa ayrica sehirdeki binek hayvanlarinin da ¢ogunun
yenildigini®” ancak yine de aghiktan &lenlerin® oldugunu soyler. Burada
dikkat cekici bir husus, Fahri Pasa'min agliktan olenlerin tespit edilip
gomiilmesi gerektigini ifade etmesidir. Bu durum aslinda sehirde agliktan
olenlerin sayisinin oldukea fazla oldugunu gostermektedir. Fahri Pasa’nin
bu isteginin arkasinda, eserde de degindigi tizere cesetlerin salgin hastaliga
neden olmasi, bunun da daha fazla 6liime sebebiyet vermesi ve savunmaya
zarar vermesi riski yatmaktadir. A¢ligin boyutu ve kitlik eserde su sekilde
betimlenir: “Kaplumbaga, kurbaga kan, ot, diken / Kalmadi yendi ve hattd keten /
Tohumunu ekmek yerine ekl eden / Bunca fakirler ag inler iken / Kalb-i rakik hiizn
ile giryan idi; / A¢ dlenler dahf insin idi!..”89

Ote yandan aclik, halka etki ettigi kadar askerlere de zarar
vermekteydi. Nitekim Fahri Pasa askerlerin yar1 a¢ savastiklarini, buna
ragmen erzakini halkla paylastigini ancak ihtiyat erzaki olan peksimetlerin

86 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 110-111.
87 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 112.
88 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 113.
89 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 116.
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de zamanla tiikenme noktasina geldigini anlatir.®® Bu noktada kendi basina
gelen aclikla alakal1 bir hadiseyi soyle aktarir:

Gamli bir aksidm.. Yemek yer iken / Side suya ¢orbami iger iken / Pencereme
vurdu bir  el.. Perdeden / Dahili tefrik edemezdi gelen. / Bekledim ama; yine
bir ses, dedi; / “Merhamet eyle!” Yiyecek istedi!!. / Penceremi actim iki
Miisliiman, / Gen¢ kadin aglaswyorlar.. Hemdn / Varumi verdim..
“Cekilelim!”.. Elem / Var idi gonliimde.. Bunu bir kalem / Etmege tasvir
bulamaz iktidar.. / Ah! Bu fakirler ne kadar gtin yasar! / “Actir, dedim; ama..”
Ne garibtir ki ben / Simdi peksimedsiz idim. Sineden / Bir derin dh ¢ikti..
Edermis nazar / Halime Ca’fer Efendi meger / “Simdi” dedi; ben size
getireyim, / Kendi peksimedimi de vereyim.” / Iste bu silretle gecen bir hayat
/ Kimde cesiret birakti.. Memdt / Agzini agmig idi ejder gibi / Olmeden ag
kimseleri yer gibi /A¢lik! Evet harbin asil askeri/Mevt ile tehdid eden ejderi!®!

Bombardiman

Fahri Pasa’min anilarinin 91. sayfasinda “Birinci Bombardiman”
adinda, savasin ilk safhasindaki Iskodra bombardiman: konu edilmistir.
Tuz kasabasmin diististi ve Karadaglilarin sehre yaklasmasindan bir stire
sonra bombardimanin basladigi ifade edilir. Tabya seklinde kurulan biiyiik
havanlarin ugusmasiyla ¢oluk cocugun dahi oldiigu dile getirilir. Bir
sonraki bentte ise Fahri Pasa sedit bir tislupla 6fkesini su sekilde dile getirir:

At!l Toplarmm sefil.. Cehennem dtesi / Yaksin senin de kalbini.. Ciksin
dumanlarin /’Adl i hukuk diismani! Bak.. Bunca canlarmm / Maho
olmastyla hi¢ de mi yoktur te’esstiriin / Doktiirdiigiin kanlar icinde bogul...
Stiriin... / Ey miifteris.. Dagdaki vahsilerin esi... / Mermilerin cevir ki
siperler bekliyor.. /Gel... Varsa ciir’etin.. Seni asker bekliyor...%2

Bu anlatinin devaminda Fahri Pasa bombardiman sonrasinda sehirde
gordiigii baz1 manzaralar tasvir eder. Cocuklarin bombardimana tepkisi,
evlere diisen bombalarin oldurdugii insanlar, ortaya ¢ikan dehsetli
atmosfer metinde yer bulur. Fahri Pasa bombardimandan etkilenenlerin
sadece Miisliimanlar olmadigini vurgulamak adina viicudu pargalanan
Hristiyan bir kunduraciya da hatiratinda yer verir.®* Bombardiman
sahnelerini iceren anlatisinda ayrica, siiregiden savas ve can giivenligi
korkusu nedeniyle cevre kdylerden Iskodra sehrine go¢ eden insanlarin
icine diistiigli durumu da tasvir eder:

9 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 114.

91 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 114-115.
92 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 91-92.

9 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 94.
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Kéylerden akin akin gelenler / Erkek ve kadin.. Hane-berdils / Top giilleleriyle
cin verenler /‘Alem o giinlerde eyledi ciis.. / Hecrd kiselerde toplamirlar... /
Kendilerini emin samrlar... /Bir hdl ki bunun teferru’dti / Kalbler yaran,
aglatan nigdm / Ta'rif edilmez ancak Allah / Imdad ederse kurtulurlar /
Diismez ise bir beld-y1 nigdh / Bir me'men ihtimal bulurlar.9*

“Ikinci Bombardiman Devri”% bagligina sahip anlatiya gelindiginde
bu kez Fahri Pasa bir aylik bir duraganliktan sonra tekrar bombardimanin
basladigini ve ayn1 manzaralarin tekrar yasanmaya basladigini aktarir. Ote
yandan askerlerin durumunun ¢ok daha kétti oldugunu da vurgulamadan
ge¢cmez. Ayrica bombardiman sonucu sehrin yami sira cephe hattinda
birtakim feci kayiplar yasandigma deginir. Dizelerinde yaptif1 tasvir,
modern endiistriyel savasin yol actigi travmatik yikimi, biittin bir
dehsetiyle gozler oniine serer:

Bir giin yine Sedler® tizre diigmdn / Bir yirmi birlik atti.. O dn. / Mermi
gecerek ara siperden.. / Bir arka siperden gecerken... / Dehsetle patladi ve
efrad / Topraga gomiildii koptu feryad / Diismiistii sehid tam yedi can! /
Mecriih ise on sekizdi.. Nalin / Geldiler. Biitiin gece uyanik / Kaldik..
Miite’ssir ve yanik / Kollar ve bacaklar kesildi.. / Yirtik ve parcalar
dikildi..””

Fahri Pasa ben-anlatisinda, bombardimandan bilhassa sivillerin zarar
gormesi ve bu soruna Avrupalilarin ses ¢ikarmamasina verdigi tepki de
okunmaktadir. Sivil halka zarar veren aclik sorununu, savas ve kusatmanin
bir neticesi olarak belki bir noktaya kadar anlayabilmekte, hatta aclik
nedeniyle meydana gelen kayiplara bile sabirla yaklasabilmektedir. Ancak,
bombardiman: savasin dogal bir parcasi olarak gormez. Zaten Fahri Pasa
biraz da bu nedenle eserinde hem bombardimana daha genis bir yer
vermis, hem de bombardimanin yol actig1 yikimi savastan 6te vahset olarak
tanimlamigtir.8

Yukaridaki olgular 1s1ginda Fahri Pasa’nin anilari i¢in modern kale-
kent kusatma mefhumu ve kusatmayi tecriibe etme hususunda eldeki cok
az sayidaki birincil kaynaktan biri oldugu sdylenebilir.

Sonug

Fahri Pasa’'nin amnilarmin 6ne ¢ikan ilk bigimsel niteligi manzum
olmasidir. Mensur an kiiltiiriintin Tiirk ve diinya literatiiriinde gogunlugu

9 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 96.

9 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 103.

% fskodra'nin dogusundaki Kir Nehri'ni olusturan setlerin bulundugu bslgeye verilen ad.
97 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 105.

9 Doktor Mehmed Fahri, Iskodra Muhdsarast, 98-99.
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olusturdugu goz oniine alindiginda bu nitelik daha da 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.
Eser ayrica bir “cephe tarihi”dir. Yazar, Iskodra’daki muharebeleri ve
kusatmay1 ele almakla yetinmemis ayni1 zamanda sivil halkin ve askerlerin
savas, kusatma, aclik ve bombardiman atmosferindeki durumlarin tasvire
calismustir.

Eserde islenen muharebelerin akisi genellikle resmi askeri tarih
anlatistyla uyussa da muharebelerin isimlendirilmesinde resmi askeri
tarihten farklilastigi noktalar tespit edilmistir. Nitekim Miisellim Koy
Mubharebesi'nin bir diger adi1 olarak “Bardanyolt”u vermesi, Trabos’taki iki
ayr1 muharebeyi tek bir bolimde ama “muharebe” bashig altinda
vermeyisi gibi durumlar s6z konusudur. Ote yandan Fahri Paga'nin anilar,
Giris boliimiinde zikredilen askeri tarih anlatilarindan savasin insani ve
hissi yoniine deginmesi ve savasi bizzat tecriibe eden biri tarafindan bir
ben-anlatisi olarak yazilmasiyla ayrilmaktadir.

Eser ayrica, Balkan Harbi'nin Iskodra/Karadag Cephesi'ni konu alan
yegane askerl ben-anlatis1 sifatina sahip olmanin Gtesinde icerdigi
muharebe anlatilartyla savasin yalnizca teknik ve askeri yoniine degil aym
zamanda insani ve ferdi yoniine de dikkat cekmektedir. Bu manzum metin,
Balkan Harbi'ne dair az sayidaki general hatiratindan biri olup, bir tabip
subay tarafindan yazilan miistakil vaziyetteki tek Balkan Harbi ben-
anlatisidir. Eserdeki duygusal yogunluk, dile getirilen acilar ile yitirilen
insanlar vurgusu ise Fahri Pasa’nin da bir¢ok Osmanl subay1 gibi Balkan
Harbi travmasimndan mustarip oldugunu gostermektedir.

Son olarak, bu makalede analiz edilen Fahri Pasa’nin anilar1 Balkan
Harbi, 10 Yillik Harp Devri, Iskodra Kusatmasi, Iskodra tarihi ve Balkan
arastirmalar1 gibi konularda yapilacak askeri tarih calismalar: icin 6nemli
bir ben-anlatis1 kaynagidir. Osmanl askerlerinin Balkan Harbi ve spesifik
olarak Iskodra kusatmasi deneyimlerine 151k tutmasinin yani sira, Fahri
Pasa’nin bu ben-anlatisi, modern ¢agdaki kusatma muharebelerinin siviller
ve askerler tizerindeki etkileri ile savasin psikolojik tahribati gibi daha
genel konulara da katki yapabilecek bir potansiyele sahiptir.
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Oz

Balkan Harbi'nde Iskodra/ Karadag Cephesi hem kusatma hem acik alan
mubharebeleri hem de gayr-1 nizami harbin yasandig1 nadir cephelerdendir.
Ancak, bu cephe, travmatik Balkan Harbi tecriibesinin énemli bir parcasi
olmasma ragmen yeterince incelenmemistir. Bu makale, Iskodra
Cephesi'ne dair literatiirde simdiye dek kapsamli bir arastirmaya konu
edilmeyen Mehmed Fahri Pasa'nin ben-anlatis1 temelinde bu boslugu
doldurma ¢abalarina katkida bulunmay1 hedeflemektedir. Mehmed Fahri
Pasa’nin amilar1 Balkan Harbi'nde Iskodra/Karadag Cephesi'ne savasa
bizzat katilan bir askerin sahsi tecriibesi icerisinden 6zgiin bir pencere
acmaktadir. Ayrica bu ben-anlatisi, emsallerine kiyasla diizyaziyla degil
manzum olarak ve savastan hemen sonra yazilmis olmas: agisindan da
onemlidir. Bu calismada, Iskodra Cephesine dair mevcut yegane miistakil
Osmanli-Tiirk askeri ben-anlatist olan bu manzum hatirat; Iskodra
Cephesine dair birincil ve ikincil calismalarla capraz denetlemeye tabi
tutularak, bu cephedeki muharebelerin ve kusatmanin seyri ve travmatik
sonugclarini analiz etmektedir. Ayrica yenilginin asil nedeni olarak goriilen
aclik ve bombardiman meselelerinin harp sonras: hafizaya yansimalar:
tespit edilmeye calisilmistir. Ote yandan bir "harp tarihi" olan hatiratin
konvansiyonel askeri tarih agisindan da niteligi muharebelerin ve askeri
hadiselerin tarihsellestirilmesi cercevesinde tespit ve tahlil edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Balkan Harbi, Manzum Iskodra Tarih-i Harbi, Askeri Tarih,
Mehmed Fahri Pasa, Ben-Anlatist
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Introduction

After World War 1I, a peace conference was held in Paris between
July 29, 1946 and October 15, 1946 on the problems of Italy, Hungary,
Bulgaria, Romania and Finland. The aim of the study is to measure the
geopolitical weight of this peace conference in the Balkans and in
addition, to support existing geopolitical theories with the concept of
geopolitical weight. The concept of geopolitical weight is about
determining which geographies states attach importance to in
international conferences!. The method of the study is to scan the minutes
of the Paris Conference from July 29, 1946 to October 15, 1946, to
determine the number of geographies mentioned in the meetings and to
create a percentage depending on the frequency of mentioning the names
of the geographical regions2.

With this method, designed from Caldara and Ilacoviello’s
geopolitical risk model, each meeting was examined one by one and
geographical regions were determined. In the geopolitical risk model
created for the future, the frequency with which words assumed to be risk
appears in newspapers is taken into account. These words defined as risks
include negative terms such as war threats, military support, nuclear
threats, terrorist threats, the beginning of war, escalation of war, and
terrorist acts. Caldara and lacovielli, in their study, have scanned some
newspapers since 1985 and determined which countries have higher
geopolitical risk, which countries have experienced changes, and how this
change has fluctuated over the years, depending on word frequency?3.
However, the geopolitical weight method used here is retroactive. The
keywords in this model are words that only indicate the geographical
region. Conference minutes were scanned instead of newspapers, which is
the method used in the calculation of geopolitical risk. The minutes were
obtained from American documents titled Foreign Relations of the United
States®.

When scanning geographic areas, no random index method was
used. The minutes were read from beginning to end and words that
implied geography were selected. For example, in the opening speeches of

1 Onur Kose, “Dis Politikada Olgiilebilirlik: 1943 Tahran Konferansina Goére Avrupa’nin
Jeopolitik Agirlig1”, Anadolu Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 23 (1), (2023): 281.

2 Ibid.

3 Caldara, D. and Iacoviello, M., “Measuring Geopolitical Risk”, American Economic Review,
112 (4), (2022): 1194-1225.

¢ Foreign Relations of the United States (FRUS), 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III.
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the conferenced, it is seen that France stands out because it hosted the
conference. But France here is not the geopolitical subject of this
conference. For this reason, it has been excluded from the classification.
Similarly, country names implying members and representatives, and
capital names implying government, are not included in the geopolitical
weight. Because what is meant here is the land that is being discussed. For
example, the mention of Mexico or the Mexican representative in the
sections regarding voting does not indicate that Mexico is involved in the
geopolitics of the conference. Geopolitical weight aims to measure the
regions on which the weight of the conference is concentrated. For this
reason, instead of words indicating delegates such as Mexico and
Australia, the keywords included words such as Trieste, Yugoslavia,
Romania-Bulgaria border. Geographic words related to geopolitics where
the meaning used is government are also excluded from the model. For
example, in the statement that a draft mentioned at the conference was
approved by Sofia, what is meant is not the geography of Sofia, but the
Bulgarian government. For this reason, these were also excluded from the
model.

Since the Paris Peace Conference did not only discuss border changes
and lands, the geographical meaning of the words must be examined.
Only geographical factors are considered in the model. Financial,
economic, social, demographic, cultural, and military factors are excluded
from the calculation of geopolitical weight. Similarly, economic, social,
population, cultural and military discussions have been excluded from
geopolitical weight. Compensation to be paid or received by states, names
of cities and regions related to population changes, and geographical
names mentioned in discussions about the fate of the armies of defeated
states have been analyzed rigorously. Finally, in a sentence that starts
after a word indicating geography, pronouns that refer to the previous
geography are reflected in the geopolitical weight model. For example,
different attributive words such as “this region” or “this free land”
following a sentence about Trieste were included in the model. For all
these reasons, instead of an ordinary index scan, a detailed geopolitical
weight method was developed. In addition, the study and this method
have an important goal which is to make it measurable which
geographical regions have come to the forefront and which have
remained in the background in the international arena from past to
present in the Balkans. For this reason, the geopolitical weight of the
Balkans at the 1946 Paris Peace Conference was a preliminary step.

5 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 16.
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The picture that will emerge will make measurable not only the
geopolitical weight of the Balkans, but also the change in the conflicts of
interest of the great powers over the Balkans. For example, the change in
the regions that are at the forefront of the Russian strategy towards the
Mediterranean will help us understand the nature of Russian strategies. In
Russian strategies, the Straits and sometimes some parts of the Balkans
came to the fore. The change in the heat map of the geopolitical weight of
a special region like the Balkans can give clearer answers to the following
questions: Under what conditions did the importance of the Turkish
Straits or the Balkans change in Russian expansionism? How have
bilateral relations, especially with the Russians or the Russians' biggest
rival, changed the geopolitical weight? How has the change in Russian
zones of influence (e.g. the Ukrainian coast) affected Russian straits’
strategy? Which regions in the Balkans have gained importance as an
alternative to the Straits in Russian strategy? In which years did sectarian
or ethnic unity with Russians become insignificant? Is the Russian interest
in the Adriatic Sea only related to Russian zones of influence? In my
doctoral thesis, which is an example study of the change in the concept of
geopolitical weight, the changes in the geopolitical weight of the
multilateral conferences (Casablanca, Cairo, Yalta, Malta, Potsdam etc.)
during the Second World War were identified, a heat map was drawn and
this provided a preliminary step for arguments such as the level of
diplomatic difficulty and the changing threat perception of states as a
greater whole®.

The scope of the study was limited to the Balkan geography and the
surrounding geography at the Paris Peace Conference. The Balkan
countries, primarily Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Greece, Ttirkiye and Romania,
as well as Italy, which have border issues with Yugoslavia, and Hungary,
which have border issues with Romania, are also within the scope of the
study. During the Paris talks, issues related to Finland, Italy's colonies and
the French border were excluded from the scope. Only the frequency
figures of Austria and Czechoslovakia are shown in the tables due to their
proximity to the Balkans.

6 Onur Kose, “Ikinci Diinya Savasit Tiirk Dis Politikasinin Karsilastirmali Nicel Analizi”,
(PhD diss., Ankara Hac1 Bayram Veli University 2025) 260-284.
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Paris Peace Conference

The Paris Peace Conference was organized by the Allies after World
War II to give the defeated countries an opportunity to express their
views before the signing of the treaty. The conference aimed to resolve
issues such as war reparations, minority issues, border problems, the
future of colonies, troop restrictions and their repositioning in the
international arena of Italy, Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland after
the Second World War. 21 states from the Allies attended the conference.
These included the five great powers: United States, United Kingdom,
China, France, and Soviet Union, as well as Australia, Belarus, Belgium,
Brazil, Czechoslovakia, South Africa, Abyssinia, India, Netherlands,
Canada, Norway, Poland, Ukraine, New Zealand, Yugoslavia, and
Greece. The 1946 Paris Conference lasted 79 days from 29 July 1946 to 15
October 1946. A total of 319 minutes and summaries were recorded
during this period, in which more than 300 meetings were held, excluding
the meetings with Finland. The meetings are sometimes transcribed
verbatim, but are often summarised in the United States Delegation
Journal’.

In the meetings of the conference on July 29-31, 1946, representatives
of the occupied states described the history of their countries and their
activities during the Second World War. The representatives of the
defeated states® also emphasized the anti-Axis activities of their states
during the Second World War?. The later stages of the conference saw
discussions on territory and borders that had geopolitical weight.
However, problems with the law, economic conditions, compensation
amounts to be given, population changes, cultural and artistic discussions,
army restrictions and military debates such as the fate of the Italian navy
were also frequently discussed. However, the study is based on territorial
issues and geopolitical aspects of the mentioned regions!. Although the
focus was on the defeated states (Hungary, Bulgaria, Finland, Italy,
Romania) due to the purpose of the conference, the geopolitical weight

7 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Introduction.

8 Romania, Bulgaria (Balkan countries); Hungary, Italy (countries close to the Balkans) and
Finland

9 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 16-23.

10 As mentioned above, these regions are not based on words indicating delegates or
governments, but on borders and the areas discussed.
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was not reflected accordingly. As a result of the conference, the agreement
was signed in Paris on February 10, 194711

Geopolitical weight of the Paris Conference in the Balkans

In the first week of the conference, between July 29 and August 3,
1946, a total of 17 meetings were held, and 379 geographical regions
regarding the Balkans and its surroundings were identified'?. Their
numbers are as follows:

Table 1. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between July 29 and
August 3, 1946.

Region Frequency Region Frequency
Italy 62 Macedonia 2
Greece 48 Western Thrace 2
Trieste 46 Western Istria 1
Romania 36 Julian Venice 1
Hungary 34 Crete 1
Yugoslavia 33 Southern Europe | 1
Bulgaria 17 Transylvania 1
Albania 17 Dalmatia 1
Czechoslovakia 15 Saseno Island 1
Northern Epirus 8 Venice 1
Balkans 7 Thessaloniki 1
Austria 6 Aliakmon River |1
Istria 6 Rhodope 1
Mountains
Slovakia 5 Kresna 1
Prague 4 Monastery 1

11 Stefan SUTAJ, “Paris Conference 1946 - organizational principles of the Peace
Conference”, Central European Papers, 3, 2, (2015): 59.

12 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 16; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 17; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 18; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 19; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 22; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 23; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 24;
FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 25; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume IlI, Document 26; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 27; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 30; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 31; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 34; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 35.
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Pola 3 Otranto 1
Danube 3 Aegean Sea 1
Dodecanese 2 Ionian Sea 1
Bohemia 2 Adriatic 1
Northern Greece 2 South 1
Carpathian

As can be seen in the table, Italy, Greece and the Trieste region came
to the fore in the first week. In the discussions, Italian and representatives
of the Allies advocated that the connection between Trieste and Italy
should not be severed. Soviet representatives wanted Trieste to be cut off
from Italy. The Soviet and Yugoslav theses were based on the fact that
Trieste, under Italian rule, had not developed, that the region would
develop when it came under Yugoslav control, and that the population of
the inland areas connected to Trieste was made up of Slovenians (i.e.
citizens of Yugoslavia). In this process, the international status of the
Trieste region was also a subject of discussion. On the other hand,
Greece's border demands occupied the conference. The theses of the
Greek representatives were based on the fact that Western Thrace and
Macedonia were left unprotected during the Second World War and the
expansion of this border. Greek delegates also brought up the issue of
Northern Epirus and stated that Greece had been treated unfairly in the
past. At the conference, Greece's views were heard, but a mutual
discussion had not yet begun. After Italy, Greece and Trieste, Romania,
Hungary and Yugoslavial® were spoken respectively. Bulgaria, Albania,
Czechoslovakia and Austria were not on the agenda much this week.

In the second week, between 4 and 10 August 1946, the number of
meetings held was 13. A total of 172 geographical regions discussed in the
Balkans. 4:

13 Although the main issue here is Trieste, the parties have given some examples to
strengthen their own arguments. While examples of geographical regions outside the
Balkans such as Memel and Danzig can be seen, Italian and Yugoslav territories were
mentioned separately in the conference. For example, in some parts of the conference, the
connection of Trieste with the territorial integrity of Yugoslavia was emphasized, and in
some places it was associated with Italian territory. For this reason and because of the
concept of “frequency of occurrence of the region name”, which has geopolitical weight,
Italian territory, Yugoslavian territory and the Trieste region were also discussed separately
in the study.

14 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 44; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume IlI, Document 46; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 48; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 49.
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Table 2. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between 4-10 August
1946

Region Frequency | Region Frequency
Albania 59 Fiume 2
Italy 50 Western Istria 2
Trieste 19 Northern Italy 1
Yugoslavia 11 Danube 1
Greece 10 Sava 1
Pola 6 Rapallo 1
Adpriatic 4 Parenzo-Pula 1
Balkan 3 Istria 1

The data in Table 2 shows the geopolitical frequency values for the
second week between 11-17 August 1946. Accordingly, the lands of
Albania and Italy were the most discussed. Yugoslavia and Greece were
barely mentioned at this stage, Romania, Hungary and Bulgaria were not
discussed. The reason for Albania coming to the forefront was the
territorial claims of the Greek representatives. Albania, despite being
occupied by Italy in 1939, faced accusations from Greece. However, the
representatives of other countries at the conference expressed the
opposite!>. The reason for Italy coming to the forefront was the defense of
Trieste's connection with Italy by the Italian delegation.

Sixteen meetings were held between 11-17 August 1946. The number
of geographical regions mentioned about the Balkans and the
surrounding region is 358. This week’s distribution is as follows!¢:

Table 3. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between 11-17 August
1946

Region Frequency | Region Frequency
Hungary 69 Sudet 2
Bulgaria 61 Thrace 2
Romania 58 Anatolia 1
Czechoslovakia 39 Eastern Balkans 1

15 Basil Kondis, “Greek national claims at the Paris Peace Conference of 1946”, Balkan Studies,
32 (2) (1991): 321-322.

16 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 51; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 53; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 56; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 58; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 59; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 67.
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Austria 18 South Tyrol 1
Greece 18 Carpathians 1
Italy 15 Northern Transylvania 1
Yugoslavia 11 Macedonia 1
North Aegean 9 Maritsa - Mesta rivers 1
Slovakia 8 Prague 1
Transylvania 6 Rhodopes 1
Danube 6 Romania-Hungary border | 1
Albania 5 Serbia 1
Balkans 5 Trieste 1
Western Thrace 4 North of the Danube 1
Southern Bulgaria | 3 Turkey 1
Austria-Italy 2 Greece-Bulgaria border 1
border

Bohemia 2

Data from the third week of the conference are shown in Table 3.
Accordingly, Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania were mentioned the most.
Compared to other weeks, Czechoslovakia is among the prominent
geographies. Italy did not stand out this week. The reason why Hungary
came to the fore was that the Hungarian delegation, when it was their
turn to speak, expressed their theses on the Hungarian-Romanian border
and the Hungarian-Czechoslovakian border problems. Similarly, the
reason why Bulgaria came to the fore was that the Bulgarian delegation,
when it was their turn to speak in the sessions, defended their theses on
their own borders!”.

In the fourth week of the meeting, between 18-24 August 1946, 23
meetings were held and 122 regions regarding the Balkans were
discussed’s.

17 Aneta Mihaylova, “The Paris Peace Conference of 1946 and the Redrafting of Borders in
Europe: The Bitter Experience of Two Former German Satellites”,Etudes Balkaniques, 53 (4)
Sofia (2017): 678.

18 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 70; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 72; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 73; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 74; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 75; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 76; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 77;
FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 81; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 82; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 84; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
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Table 4. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between 18-24 August

1946

Region Frequency | Region Frequency
Italy 25 Czechoslovakia 2
Greece 23 Istria 2
Albania 23 Pula 2
Hungary 9 Northern Epirus 2
Bulgaria 8 Greece-Bulgaria border | 1
Trieste 8 Western Istria 1
Yugoslavia 4 Southern Albania 1
Romania 4 South Tyrol 1
Austria 4 Balkans 1
Hungary-Romania | 2 Hungary- 1
border Czechoslovakia border

Table 4 shows the data for the fourth week of the conference.
Accordingly, geography and border changes have not come to the fore
much. Regions of Italy, Greece and Albania were mentioned more
frequently than others.

In the fifth week, between 25 and 31 August 1946, 29 meetings took
place. In these meetings, the names of 59 regions in the Balkans and its
surroundings were mentioned?’.

Table 5. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between 25-31 August
1946

Region Frequency | Region Frequency
Italy 18 Nagykaroly 1
Romania 13 Czechoslovakia- 1
Hungary border
Bulgaria 5 Yugoslavia 1

Proceedings, Volume III, Document 85; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 86.

19 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 92; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 93; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 95; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 98; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 108; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 111; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 114;
FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 115; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 117; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 120.
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Hungary 4 Nagyszalontai 1
Greece 4 Balkan 1
Romania-Hungary 3 Nagyvarad 1
border

Albania 2 Szatmar 1
Transylvania 2 Arad 1

The talks at the end of August focused on issues other than regional
and border issues. The issues discussed are mainly compensation issues.
In terms of border and territorial issues, Italy and Romania are a bit more
prominent than the others.

The number of meetings between 1-7 September 1946 was 37, and the
region mentioned regarding the Balkans was 254%.

Table 6. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between 1-7 September
1946

Region Frequency | Region Frequency
Trieste 38 Bratislava 2
Italy 31 Northeast Italy 2
Bulgaria 24 North Tyrol 2
Hungary 23 Danube 2
Romania 20 Venetian plain 2
Yugoslavia 19 Pula 2
Greece 13 East Tyrol 1
Austria 8 Aegean Macedonia 1
Italy-Yugoslavia 8 Fiume 1

20 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 121; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 125; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 127; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 128; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 129; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 133; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 134;
FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 136; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 137; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 139; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 140; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 143; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 145; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 148;
FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 149; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 152; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 153; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 154; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 155.
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border
Western Thrace 7 Gorizia 1
Macedonia 6 Isonzo 1
South Tyrol 5 Northern 1
Transylvania
Balkans 4 Hungary- 1
Czechoslovakia
border
Bulgaria-Greece 4 Oradea 1
border
Transylvania 4 Satu-Mare 1
Romania-Hungary 3 Trento 1
border
Western Transylvania | 3 Upper Isonzo Valley 1
Czechoslovakia 3 Arad 1
Istria 3 Budapest 1
Vienna 3

Table 6. shows the frequency of the meetings held in the sixth week.
Accordingly, Trieste and Italy came to the fore. After them, there were the
names of Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania and Yugoslavia. Specific regions
such as Western Thrace and Macedonia also came to the fore. The issues
discussed specifically in Trieste, Italy and Yugoslavia can be listed as
follows: Many different views were proposed, such as Trieste becoming a
new and independent state, the Trieste region being connected to
Yugoslavia and reducing the area and severing its connection with Italy,
and the Trieste region not being disconnected from Italy. However, the
discussions have not yet been concluded. Discussions on the Bulgaria-
Greece border problems and the Romania-Hungary border problems are
also ongoing?!. In the seventh week of the meeting, 32 meetings were held
between 8-14 September 1946. The total number of frequencies for the
Balkans is 16722,

21 Tbid.

2 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 158; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 161; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 162; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 164; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 165; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 169; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 171;
FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 172; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 174; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 175, FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 180; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
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Table 7. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between 8 and 14
September 1946

Region Frequency | Region Frequency
Yugoslavia-Italy 47 Czechoslovakia 3
border

Trieste 35 Macedonia 2
Bulgaria 17 South Macedonia 2
Greece 16 Bratislava 2
Yugoslavia 15 Venice 1
Italy 11 Albania 1
Western Thrace 6 Romania 1
Hungary 4 Lower Isonzo 1
Aegean 3

Table 7 shows the geopolitical frequency values in the Balkans
during the seventh week of the Paris Peace Conference. Accordingly, the
most frequently mentioned issue was the border between Yugoslavia and
Italy. Then came Trieste, which was also a region on this border. This area
was also the area where the conference was most concentrated. During
this period, futile border discussions about Trieste were still ongoing and
the parties had not yet reached an agreement. After this frontier region,
the presence of Bulgaria, Greece and Yugoslavia was seen relatively less
visible. In the discussions on the Bulgarian-Greek border, Bulgarian
representatives stated that Greek views were not peaceful but bellicose?.
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania and Albania were among the
geographies whose names were rarely mentioned.

In the eighth week, between 15 and 21 September 1946, 31 meetings
were held and the names of 98 regions belonging to the Balkan geography
were mentioned?.

Table 8. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between 15-21
September 1946

Volume III, Document 183; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 188.

2 Ibid.

24 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 189; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 193-194; FRUS, 1946, Paris
Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 195; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 196; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 201; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 206; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 211.
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Region Frequency | Region Frequency
Trieste 43 Hungary 2
Yugoslavia 25 Istria 2

Italy 5 Western Thrace 1
Italy-Yugoslavia border | 4 Greece-Bulgaria 1

border

Czechoslovakia 4 South Tyrol 1

Greece 3 Eastern Yugoslavia | 1

Venezia Giulia 3 Balkan 1

Bulgaria 2

Table 8 shows the geopolitical frequency of the conference meetings
from September 15-21. Accordingly, Trieste was mentioned most in the
meetings. This time, the representatives supported their own theses by
using population data. However, the discussions were inconclusive. In the
meetings, apart from Yugoslavia, Italy, Bulgaria, Greece, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Romania and Albania were either mentioned only a few times
or not at all. Between 22 and 28 September 1946, 39 meetings were held
and 36 regional names related to the Balkans were mentioned in these
meetings?.

Table 9. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between 22-28
September 1946

Region Frequency | Region Frequency
Albania 7 Bessarabia 1

Trieste 5 Northern Transylvania | 1

Italy 4 Saseno Island 1
Italy-Yugoslavia 3 Yugoslavian Coast 1

border

Yugoslavia 3 Greece 1
Greece-Bulgaria 3 Italy-Trieste Border 1

border

Istria 2 Northern Epirus 1

25 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 222; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 231; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 232; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 234; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 246; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 249; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 251;
FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 252; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 258; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 261.
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Greece-Albania 2
border

Table 9 shows the frequencies of the ninth week of the conference.
This week, border and territorial issues were not discussed much.
Although Albania appeared at the top, it would be wrong to say that the
emphasis was on this country, as only 7 frequencies were detected. The
committees that met this week were mainly concerned with economic and
military discussions. In the tenth week of the conference, from September
29 to October 5, 1946, 45 meetings were held. A total of 65 regional names
were seen in these meetings?.

Table 10. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between September
29, 1946 and October 5, 1946

Region Frequency | Region Frequency
Danube 21 Italy 2

Trieste 9 Dodecanese Islands 2

Greece 5 Yugoslavia-Italy border 2

Romania 5 Transylvania 1

Bulgaria 5 Lesbos 1

Austria 3 Chios 1
Czechoslovakia | 2 Greece-Bulgaria border 1
Yugoslavia 2 Greece-Albania border 1

Hungary 2

When looking at Table 10, border issues were not discussed much in
this phase either. The geography that came to the fore this time was the
Danube River. The border and land problems between the Balkan
countries were rarely mentioned. In the eleventh week and the next three
days, which were the final phase of the conference, a total of 32 meetings
were held between 6 and 15 October 1946. In these meetings, 165 regions
were identified regarding the Balkans?’.

26 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 266; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 272; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 273; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 276; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 277; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 283; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 294;
FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 307; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 308.

27 FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 313; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 314; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 315; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
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Table 11. Geopolitical frequency in the Balkans between 6-15 October
1946

Region Frequency | Region Frequency
Trieste 58 Italy 2
Danube 47 Czechoslovakia 2
Yugoslavia 15 Slovenia 1
Greece-Bulgaria 7 Tyrol 1
border

Italy-Yugoslavia 5 Dodecanese 1
border

South Tyrol 4 Transylvania 1
Bulgaria 4 Dobruja 1
Greece 3 Thessaloniki 1
Albania 2 Kavala 1
Western Thrace 2 Vienna 1
Hungary 2 Northern Transylvania |1
Austria 2 Romania 1

Table 11 shows the geopolitical frequencies in the final parts of the
conference. The meetings focused on the details of Trieste's independence
and international status. Yugoslavia reluctantly accepted this, and in
addition, they questioned why the territorial extent of the Trieste region
was maintained large. In addition, the Yugoslav representative argued
that this expansion could not be explained by either population or
economy. It was stated that this deprived Yugoslavia of an important
port. As a result, delegates close to the Allies generally supported Italy on
the Trieste issue, while delegates close to the Soviet Union supported the
Yugoslavia argument. Although there were abstentions on the side of the
Allies in some cases, the polarization of the states” votes was as follows:
Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Greece, India, the

Proceedings, Volume III, Document 316; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 317; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 318; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 319;
FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 320; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 322; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 323; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 324; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings,
Volume III, Document 325; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III,
Document 326; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 328;
FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 329; FRUS, 1946,
Paris Peace Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 330; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace
Conference: Proceedings, Volume III, Document 331; FRUS, 1946, Paris Peace Conference:
Proceedings, Volume III, Document 334.
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Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, the Union of South Africa, the
United Kingdom, the United States of America against Belarus,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Ukraine, the USSR, and Yugoslavia. After
Trieste, there were also many discussions on the international control of
the Danube River. In addition, the invalidty of Greece's claims to
Bulgarian and Albanian lands was emphasized during this process. In a
general overview; the geopolitical weight of the Paris Peace Conference,
which took place between July 29, 1946 and October 15, 1946, specifically
for the Balkans, is shown in the table below:

Table 12. Geopolitical weight of the Paris Peace Conference in the
Balkans

Region % Region %
Trieste 13,96 | Sudet 0,1
Italy 11,99 | Thrace 0,1
Hungary 7,94 | Aliakmon River 0,05
Greece 7,67 | Anatolia 0,05
Bulgaria 7,62 | Lower Isonzo 0,05
Yugoslavia 74 Bessarabia 0,05
Romania 7,35 | Budapest 0,05
Albania 6,18 | Dalmatia 0,05
Danube 4,26 | Dobruja 0,05
Czechoslovakia 3,73 | Eastern Balkans 0,05
Italy-Yugoslavia border 3,67 | Eastern Tyrol 0,05
Austria 2,18 | Eastern Yugoslavia 0,05
Balkans 1,17 | Aegean Macedonia 0,05
Western Thrace 1,17 | Crete 0,05
Bulgaria-Greece border 0,95 | Gorizia 0,05
Istria 0,85 | Southern Albania 0,05
Transylvania 0,79 | Southern Europe 0,05
Pola 0,69 | South Carpathian 0,05
Slovakia 0,69 | Isonzo 0,05
South Tyrol 0,63 | Italy-Trieste Border 0,05
Northern Epirus 0,58 | Ionian Sea 0,05
Macedonia 0,58 | Julian Venice 0,05
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Northern Aegean 047 | Carpathians 0,05
Hungary-Romania border 0,47 | Kavala 0,05
Adriatic 0,26 | Kresna 0,05
Dodecanese 0,26 | Northern Italy 0,05
Prague 0,26 | Monastery 0,05
Western Istria 0,21 | Meric-Mesta Rivers 0,05
Bohemia 0,21 | Lesbos 0,05
Bratislava 0,21 | Nagykaroly 0,05
Aegean Sea 0,21 | Nagyszalonta 0,05
Northern Transylvania 0,21 | Nagyvarad 0,05
Venice 0,21 | Oradea 0,05
Vienna 0,21 | Otranto 0,05
Western Transylvania 0,15 | Parenzo-Pola 0,05
Czechoslovakia-Hungary border | 0,15 | Rapallo 0,05
Fiume 0,15 | Chios 0,05
Southern Bulgaria 0,15 | Satu-Mare 0,05
Venezia Giulia 0,15 | Sava 0,05
Greece-Albania border 0,15 | Serbia 0,05
Arad 0,1 Slovenia 0,05
Austria-Italy border 0,1 Szatmar 0,05
South Macedonia 0,1 Tyrol 0,05
North East Italy 0,1 Trento 0,05
North Tyrol 0,1 North of Danube 0,05
North Greece 0,1 Turkey 0,05
Rhodope Mountains 01 Yugoslav coast 0,05
Saseno Island 0,1 Upper Isonzo Valley 0,05
Thessaloniki 0,1

As can be seen in the table, the region that occupied the conference
the most was the Trieste region between Italy and Yugoslavia. This region
was followed by the geography of Italy, followed by the geographies of
Hungary, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Romania and Albania.

Conclusion

The Paris Peace Conference, convened to address the problems of
Italy, Finland, Bulgaria, Hungary and Romania following World War II,

46




1946 PARIS PEACE CONFERENCE IN THE BALKANS

was concluded in October 1946. The conference addressed key issues
regarding post-war reparations for Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Italy and
Finland, population issues, geographical challenges, the future of Italian
colonies, military restrictions, and the prospective positions of these
countries in the international arena. A total of 21 countries, excluding the
former Axis countries mentioned above, participated in the conference
and it lasted more than two and a half months. At the beginning of the
conference, Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania and Italy highlighted their
military operations against Germany towards the end of the war. The
occupied states also emphasized their resistance during the occupation
and their later participation in the anti-Axis forces. In the course of the
conference, not only land issues were discussed, but also many other
issues such as law, economy, population and army.

The analysis revealed the following general findings on the
conference:

In the meetings in the first week of the conference, Italy, Yugoslavia
and the Trieste region on the border gained weight, followed by Greece.
Other regions of the Balkans have received considerably less attention.
Albania and Italy gained importance in the second week. The eastern
parts of the Balkans were not mentioned. In the third week, regions such
as Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania came to the fore. In the following two
weeks, issues other than land and border issues were at the forefront. In
the sixth, seventh and eighth weeks, Trieste, Italy and Yugoslavia came to
the fore again. In the following two weeks, issues other than land and
border issues were discussed more. In the last meetings of the conference,
Trieste and the Danube gained importance. Generally speaking, Trieste
and the surrounding regions gained the most prominence in the
conference. 13.96% of the nearly 2000 geographical regions identified in
the Balkans at the conference correspond to Trieste. Italy came after
Trieste with 11.99%. These two regions and countries are where
geopolitics at the conference gained importance most. Although the study
and the data presented here were limited to the Balkan geography, Trieste
and Italy were the most prominent topics of the conference as a whole.
The conference saw the states of Hungary, Greece, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia
and Romania gaining weight with approximately 7%. Albania comes after
these countries. The Danube area, Czechoslovakia and Austria remained
partly in the background. Although it does not cover the whole country,
some much smaller regions have also come to the fore. Apart from Trieste,
Western Thrace, Istria, Transylvania, Pola, South Tyrol, Northern Epirus
and Macedonia can be listed. The geopolitical significance of the
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Dodecanese Islands was seen as a small percentage of only 0.26%.The
geopolitical weight of the Dodecanese Islands was seen as a small
percentage of only 0.26%. Apart from these, other geographical regions
outside the Balkans that gained weight at the conference from time to time
were the Italian colonies, the France-Italy border, Finland and Germany.

The distribution of geopolitical frequencies on the map is as follows:

Map 1: Geopolitical weight of the Balkans and its surroundings

Geopolitical concerns regarding territory and borders were not
limited to states that were occupied against defeated states, such as Italy-
Yugoslavia or Greece-Bulgaria. Problems between Bulgaria-Romania and
Romania-Hungary were also frequently mentioned. Moreover, these
problems originate neither from the end of World War II nor from the
beginning of World War II. The basis of these problems goes back much
further, perhaps to the 19th century. On the other hand, Macedonia,
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among the occupied states, has remained among the frequently discussed
issues. Border issues of states occupied before World War II, such as
Albania and Czechoslovakia, were also discussed. The Northern Epirus
issue between Greece and Albania can be given as an example. Greece
accused Albania, which had previously been occupied by Italy, of being a
collaborator and made territorial demands from Albania at many stages of
the conference. Hungary’s northern borders and Austria’s southern
borders were occasionally brought to the agenda due to problems
resulting from the disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian Empire or from
the First World War.

In conclusion, the tensions between the Balkan States in 1946 largely
centered on Trieste. Greece's demands on Bulgarian and Albanian lands
and the Romania-Hungary issue were of secondary importance. In 1946,
the weight of the Cold War in the Balkans was in the Trieste region. The
reasons for Trieste having the highest frequency were both the Italy-
Yugoslavia border problem, the Cold War between the Eastern and
Western Blocs gaining weight in this region, and the fact that it was one of
the most important regions for the Mediterranean trade of Central
European countries. In addition, this study which aims to measure the
historical variability of the geopolitical weight of the Balkans in the
international arena, the geopolitical weight of the Balkans in 1946 was
identified. This geopolitical weight determined only covers the year 1946.
Continuing the geopolitical weight measurements for the period after
1947 will help understand the variability in the process more clearly.
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Introduction

Infrastructure initiatives in the Caucasus region, particularly those
connected to strategic transport and logistics, have received a lot of interest
from both the region and around the world. Among these, the Anaklia
Deep Sea Port project stands out as a critical initiative aimed at boosting
Georgia's geopolitical position and transforming the country into a major
transit route between Europe and Asia. However, major political
difficulties, decision-making ambiguities, and external pressures have
hampered the project's progress. The fundamental goal of this research is
to assess the Anaklia project's strategic importance and to comprehensively
investigate the political, economic, and diplomatic challenges it has faced.

The research is guided by the following central question:

What are the primary political, economic, and international factors
contributing to delays and uncertainty in the Anaklia Port project? Based
on this question, the study presents several significant hypotheses:

1.Georgia's political polarization and government-opposition
dynamics have had a negative impact on the project.

2. China and the West's geopolitical rivalry have played a significant
role in shaping the project's trajectory.

3. Despite public support, shifting governmental priorities have led to
repeated postponements in implementation.

This study employs a qualitative methodology centered on content
analysis. It draws on reports and analytical articles from leading Georgian
media, official statements by governmental and non-governmental actors,
and international commentary on the initiative. This methodology allows
for a thorough understanding of both domestic political processes and the
larger international context in which the Anaklia initiative has developed.

The paper is structured as follows: The first section provides a
chronological overview of the Anaklia project and its significant
advancements. The second segment looks at the previous Lazika effort and
the reasons for its failure in comparison to Anaklia. Subsequent sections
explore the political dynamics of the project, incorporating both official
narratives and public sentiment. The next sections address the project's
strategic importance, international controversies, and the ramifications of a
Chinese company's recent engagement in the project. The study concludes
by summarizing key findings and offering a forward-looking assessment
of the project’s trajectory.
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This study aims to show the Anaklia initiative not only as a
technological or commercial endeavor but also as a complex field of
political and geopolitical contestation. To fully understand the Anaklia
project's brief history and the political challenges it has encountered to fully
understand its geopolitical significance, as its implementation is fraught
with both political and economic difficulties.

About the project's history

V. E. Kvarchia suggests that the name was derived from the term
Akra, which means "lighthouse" in Abkhazian. Subsequently, due to the
regular addition of the suffix "-n" brought about by the Megrelian language,
it evolved into Anakra, Anakria, and Anaklia.! Because of their similar
sounds, the toponyms Anakria and Anaklia are occasionally conflated with
Anakopia in historical literature. The word "akra" is thought to have
entered the Abkhaz language from the Greek word "dxpov" (sharp, corner,
peak).2 Another possible connection is with the Greek city of Heraclea.

Lieutenant General Johann Blaramberg stated in his work on the
historical and topographic description of the Caucasus that Anaklia, also
known as "Anakra" in Turkish, was surrounded by a stone fortress wall and
that it had 500 houses and 2,000 inhabitants. It also functioned as an open
checkpoint. According to his memoirs, the city was seized from the
Mingrelian prince Grigory Dadiani by the Abkhazian monarch Kelash Bey
(J9osd 5309¢-090 FoM3zsd00d [keilash ahmed-beqi sharvashidze]) in 1799
and later returned to his heir Levan Dadiani. The source also mentioned
that Anaklia was taken by the Russians in 1770.3

The first attempt to construct a port in Anaklia occurred in the 1960s.
Despite the building of the first pier for the realization of this project at the
time, the concept did not progress beyond this stage. The topic gained
broader attention in the 1970s. V. Zenkovich, Teofan Davitaia, and Archil
Kiknadze founded a laboratory for "Research of Sea Coasts" at the
Vakhushti Bagrationi Institute of Geography in 1974. Their efforts led to the
creation of field study stations on Georgia's Black Sea coast. Extensive
research provided valuable data on the complex processes occurring in the

1 Keapuwsi, Bastepuin Epmeesvra. Cobparue Tpyodo6 B Cemu Tomax [Collected Works in Seven
Volumes]. Tom IV Vicropiraeckas Tonormmvmka. Cyxym: Academia, 2019, ctp. 93-94.

2 emgfbozmbo Jscoregemo [Georgian dictionary] National Parliamentary Library of Georgia, s.v.
“53605” [Akra], last updated March 28, 2025,
http:/ /www.npleg.cov.ge/ewdict/index.php?a=term&d=8&t=708

3 Brrapambepr, Vorauu. Mcmopuueckoe, monoepagpuueckoe, criamucnmuteckoe, 3mHozpaguyeckoe u
Boennoe onucanue Kabxasa [Historical, topographic, statistical, ethnographic and military
description of the Caucasus]. Mocksa: V3a. Hanerpims, 2010, cTp.73.
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coastal zone via depth plans and lithological studies. As a result, in 1981,
the first ecological institute, "Sakzgvanapirdatsva" (Protection of the Sea
Coasts of Georgia) Usgbomgsbsdomooags  (,Lbogbsdom@sazs") was
established in Georgia.# On this basis, it was possible not only to study the
Black Sea coast of Georgia but also to design restoration works. As a result
of the activities of this organization from 1981 to 1990, more than 100 km of
coastlines that had been subjected to severe erosion were restored
naturally.

Vsevolod Zenkovich's 1976 essay "Expected Sea-Shore Changes in
North Kolkhida" in the Bulletin of the Georgian National Academy of
Sciences highlighted the anticipated changes in the Georgian coastline as a
result of the Enguri HPP development. The report examined the
importance of developing a port and suggested solutions to the challenge
of coastal defense. The paper provided scientific evidence to support the
port's construction. The author stated that studies were undertaken for the
port, which had long been intended to be built on the coasts of Kolkhida,
and that the mouth of the Khobi River was appropriate for this
development. The researcher, who analyzed the elements influencing the
approach of project ships to the coast, believed it was critical to propose the
establishment of a port water area in the lower portion of the Enguri
Channel through dredging without delay.

During this period, academician Teofan Davitaia, the head of the
Institute of Geography, established a laboratory for coastal research,
incorporating geographers Archil Kiknadze and V. Zenkovich. A.
Kiknadze established field research stations along Georgia's Black Sea coast
(Batumi, Poti, Ochamchire, and Bichvinta). During the research, Archil
Kiknadze and architect Giorgi Metreveli conceptualized the initial plan
for the Anaklia deep-water port in the 1980s. From 1993 to 1995, the

4 “bods®m39ml LLO BoMamgddo 8530 B30l LsBs3oMM Bmbol Jgufogarols ©s o3E30L
913990030 bsALEbLYAOL LOHYYMBOL EmBoldoogdsms Fglobgd” [On measures to
improve the Republican Service for the Study and Protection of the Black Sea Coastal Zone
within the Georgian SSR], bsgs@ogzgemmb bl 803536Gm80b @s@ggbocngdsms 3698+9¢mo, N5,
19dGH9dYMO-cgBHMIdYMO 1980 §.: 5. 5-6. (Accessed: 01.03.2025)
https:/ /dspace.nplg.cov.ge/bitstream /1234 /96633 /1/Kanonta_Da_Dadgenilebata_Krebuli
1980_N5.pdf
5 Bceomop, 3enkoBud, “OxuaeMble M3MeHeHMsI MOPCKOro Oepera Ha cesepe Komxumpr”
[Expected Sea-Shore Changes in North Kolkhida], Coooujernusa Axademuu Hayx I'pysumncxon CCP,
83, N3, 1976: ctp. 637-640. / 3. 096303060, B30l Lsbs3oMH@L dmbsembymo 330w gdgdo
3Mbgmol Beowmgmndo. badsGmzggaml bbe dg3bogmgdsms s3sgdools dmsddy, 83, N3,
1976, cp. 637-640.
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Georgian government sought to establish an oil port at Anaklia. The idea
of constructing a port in Anaklia remained relevant in the following years.

In the early 2000s, engineer Spartak Eragia proposed an alternative
concept for Anaklia's deep-water port. According to the plan, the port was
projected to handle a capacity ranging from 100 to 120 million tons.

The purpose and non-termination of the "Lazika" project

Successive Georgian governments have endeavored to implement this
project. In December 2011, former President Mikheil Saakashvili
announced plans for the implementation of the "Lazika" project between
Kulevi and Anaklia. According to the initiative, within a decade, Lazika
was envisioned as the primary economic hub of Western Georgia, projected
to house a population of 500,000. This presidential proposal ignited public
debate. The opposition contended that the project's implementation was
unfeasible.® The Georgian press at the time also viewed the construction of
a new business initiative in a location near Abkhazia as a political problem.
Furthermore, research undertaken in the press at the time reveals that to
lay the groundwork for the project, a specific business initiative needed to
be proposed, which had to be thoroughly justified by outlining the reasons,
both technically and economically. A proposal was made to change the
constitution to establish a favorable legal environment for the planned
enterprise.” In 2012, the Georgian Parliament passed a constitutional
amendment concerning the status of Lazika, with 106 votes in favor and
one against. According to the draft, the status and powers of the city of
Lazika were established through an organic ordinance that added a fifth
paragraph to the third article of the Constitution.’

The "Lazika" project was closed in 2012 following the rise to power of
the 'Georgian Dream' party.” However, the possibility of reviving this
concept emerged in 2015. In August 2014, Georgia’s Ministry of Economy
and Sustainable Development expressed interest in the Anaklia deep-water
port project. In 2014, Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili stated that the

6“36Mmgd@o "wsBogs"” [Lazika Project], Kvirispalitra, December 12, 2011,

https:/ /kvirispalitra.ge/article/10480-proeqti-glazikaq/ (Accessed: 01.03.2025)

7 @03%035b “39bLogm®gdmo Lgs@muo™” ["Lazika's 'special status'], Civil.ge, May 9, 2012,
https:/ /old.civil.ge/geo/article.php?id=25438 (Accessed: 01.02.2025)

8 “35Modgb@ds sB03obmsb ©535380090w9o LazmbLEBHOGWE0M (33E0wgdgdoL 3HMgdEHo
@598 303>” [Parliament approved the draft constitutional amendments related to Lazika],
Tabula, June 12, 2012, https://tabula.ge/en/news/547681-parlamentma-lazikastan-
dakavshirebuli (Accessed: 01.03.2025).

9 “@o@m0 99bgds wob03s?” [Why is Lazika being built?], Radio Tavisupleba, April 14, 2012,
https:/ /www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/lazika_city/24547789.html (Accessed: 01.03.2025)

55


https://kvirispalitra.ge/article/10480-proeqti-qlazikaq/
https://old.civil.ge/geo/article.php?id=25438
https://tabula.ge/en/news/547681-parlamentma-lazikastan-dakavshirebuli
https://tabula.ge/en/news/547681-parlamentma-lazikastan-dakavshirebuli
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/lazika_city/24547789.html

NASIBA MIRZAYEVA

Anaklia port should encompass logistical and industrial zones, along with
an international airport and a liquefied natural gas terminal. The
government initiated discussions with Japanese engineering consulting
firms with international experience on the project's preliminary phase. At
the time, the American investment holding company Conti Group
demonstrated interest in the project. Kurt Conti, the company's president,
met with the Georgian Prime Minister during his visit to the United States,
after which the company devised a three-phase plan for the Anaklia port,
designed to handle 100 million tons of cargo annually.1

The government established a commission, chaired by Prime Minister
Irakli Garibashvili, to evaluate port applications. As per the concept, the
Anaklia port was planned to be constructed in seven phases. In February
2016, the Georgian-American Anaklia Development Consortium secured
the Georgian government's tender for the construction of a deep-water port
in Anaklia. 12 international and local enterprises demonstrated interest in
the project, but only two progressed to the final stage following a year-long
tender process. One of them was the “Anaklia Port and Industrial Eco
Park”, established by Georgian entrepreneur Temur Karchava'l, while the
other was the “JSC Anaklia Development Consortium”??, founded by
Mamuka Khazaradze, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of TBC Bank.13
According to preliminary estimates, based on the government's decision,
the port's maximum cargo turnover was projected to reach 100 million tons.
Its ecological soundness and adherence to modern world norms were
justified.

The initial three phases of the project are expected to provide cargo
handling capacity for 12 years following the commencement of
construction (1 million tons in the third year, 7-20 million tons in the
seventh year, and at least 40 million tons in the twelfth). In addition to the

10 “050005930¢0: B3gagh 5O 35d3mdm oL fobs bgwobrgmgdol doge  Fodmfygdme
36mgdBHodby” [Gharibashvili: We are not rejecting projects initiated by the previous
government], Tabula, April 2, 2014, https:/ /tabula.ge/ge/news/562073-gharibashvili-chven-
ar-vambobt-uars-cina; “@5G005930@0: 96530580  MBEs  353900IL  LogOMSFMGOLM
290M3MOGH0 ©5 2obob BMdobowo” [Garibashvili: An international airport and gas terminal
should be built in Anaklia], Netgazeti, April 2, 2014, https://netgazeti.ge/news/30638
(Accessed: 01.03.2025)

11 This consortium also included: Power China - Hubei Hongyuan Power Engineering CO.,
LTD (Cin); British Eco Power LTD (Great Britain) and Spartak Eragia (individual).

12 This consortium also included: Conti International LLC - (Conti Group) (ABS) and TBS
Holding companies.

13 306 800@gdl 965300l 3mMGOL 88x6gdcrmdols Bgdatomgali?” [Who will receive the
construction permit for the Anaklia port?], Transparency International of Georgia, July 16, 2015,
https:/ /www.transparency.ge/ ge/content/stub-581 (Accessed: 01.03.2025)
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port, the Anaklia development plan includes the establishment of a
logistical and industrial zone, a new urban settlement designed to
accommodate 20,000 residents, an international airport, and a liquefied
natural gas terminal.’ According to the port's master plan, the project was
initially scheduled to commence in the fall of 2017, with the completion of
its first phase anticipated by 2020. The JSC Anaklia Development
Consortium designed the project with a 50-year operational framework.
According to the proposal, the first step required building infrastructure
for receiving containers, as well as arranging the port and shoreline. It is
also intended to construct a roadway, a railway line, and a residential
complex for port personnel. The port's overall investment cost is $2.5
billion. Furthermore, there were plans to establish a 600-hectare free
industrial zone within the port’s territory.’> After completing all three
initial stages, the port's cargo turnover was projected to exceed 20 million
tons per year. Furthermore, due to the project's strategic importance, the
Anaklia Development Consortium has initiated negotiations with “SSA
Marine”, the largest US shipbuilding terminal operator.1® The corporation
owns terminals in nine countries worldwide and handles 27.2 million
containers (TEU) per year, according to government figures.

After winning the official contract for the port's construction, the
consortium and the Georgian government signed an investment agreement
on October 3, 2016, while Giorgi Kvirikashvili was prime minister. This
agreement granted the consortium the exclusive rights to construct and
operate the port. The first phase of port construction began in December
2017.

At the time, the project was regarded as an ambitious, innovative, and
promising endeavor. The envisioned port was intended to be integrated
into a broader industrial metropolis, designated as a Special Economic
Zone (SEZ), and positioned as a key free trade hub similar to Singapore.
The initiative assembled a coalition of highly qualified technocrats and
experienced business leaders, each with a proven track record in both

14

9653005-3mGEHOL” 3MMgdBHgdo Loxs®em Josbbowgol bagbsw vbws odsgb!” [Anaklia Port
projects should become a subject of public scrutiny], “bsg®orm gsbgoro”, September 9, 2015,
33 17.

15 “5653@00L  3mOHEBHoL boobgzgbGogom ©oMmgdwEgds 2,5 80¢0sMEO ©Ms®0os” ["The
investment value of Anaklia Port is 2.5 billion dollars], sbs¢»o 0sm8s 35®g00, February 10,
2016, N 33 (6959), a3. 6.

16 756530008 M3sfyermzsbo 3mmEHOL Mm39MHoMgdom bmywom 3ewsliol 3nMEM3gMoGHMOO
SSA MARINE @s06#g@gls” [World-class port operator SSA MARINE has expressed
interest in operating the Anaklia Deepwater Port], bsgs®orzgerels Ggbd=derozs, January 11,
2017, N6 (8143), 33. 2.
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Georgia’s public and private sectors. Furthermore, the project attracted
investment interest from stakeholders in the United States, Europe, and
China, alongside substantial diplomatic and financial backing from
Georgia’s strategic partners in Washington and Brussels.

Political processes involving Anaklia.

The cancellation of the Anaklia project, much like that of Lazika, was
largely attributed to the excessive politicization surrounding its
development. Nevertheless, public discourse remained centered on the
project’s financial feasibility. Concerns regarding the viability of the project
began to emerge in 2018.

Bidzina Ivanishvili allegedly returned to politics as chairman of the
dominant Georgian Dream party'’, publicly expressing his opposition to
Giorgi Kvirikashvili’s policies. Following a contentious Georgian Dream
party committee meeting in June 2018, Giorgi Kvirikashvili tendered his
resignation as prime minister. According to media reports, the Anaklia
project was a focal point of discussions, despite the closed-door nature of
the meeting. Giorgi Kobulia, the then-Minister of Economy, stated that the
Anaklia project had been extensively debated, emphasizing its role within
Georgia’s broader logistics strategy. The minister also stated that the
Anaklia project required a comprehensive investigation.®

The opposition expressed dissatisfaction with the project’s
cancellation. Notably, during a 2018 meeting with Anaklia residents,
Sandra Roelofs, wife of former President Mikheil Saakashvili, described
Anaklia and Lazika as a “lost opportunity.”1?

In 2019, Badri Japaridze and Mamuka Khazaradze were legally
charged with legalizing illegal revenue totaling $16 million 754 (US dollars.
On the eve of the charge hearing, it was reported that the American
corporation Conti Group had withdrawn from the project, and the
consortium and its Dutch partner Bob Meyer had filed arbitration

17 *0356003000 30303530 MBOE0SWM©  ©DMBIdOL bsd FobgbL  sbobgergdl”
[Ivanishvili names three reasons for his official return to politics], Tabula, May 11, 2018,
https:/ /tabula.ge/ge/news/608372-ivanishvili-politikashi-opitsialurad-dabrunebis

18 “ Jmdw90sbmzol 565300l 3mMEH0 3G0MOMOGH GBI, MmvdEs 3oblsbowggwo bszombos”
[For Kobulia, Anaklia Port is a priority, but still a matter for discussion], Netgazeti, July 13,
2018, https:/ /netgazeti.ge/news/292368

19 “3q6 a50m0yggbgl 9653005 5 B0g3s, gb MOl 35d3gdvgEo BsBlo - LabMs G mglio”
[They failed to use Anaklia and Lazika, this is a missed opportunity - Sandra Roelofs], Reginfo,
November 26, 2018, https://reginfo.ge/politics/item/10973-ver-gamoiybenes-anaklia-da-
lazika,-es-aris-gashvebuli-shansi-%E2 %80 %93-sandra-rulovsi
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proceedings against Georgia. In June 2019, amid an open confrontation
between Anaklia consortium representatives and authorities, then-US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo made a statement supporting the Anaklia
port and warning Georgian authorities about Russia and China's
"predatory influence" during a meeting with the Georgian Prime Minister.20

On March 4, 2019, Mamuka Khazaradze stated at a meeting of the
Georgian Parliament's Finance and Budget Committee that he had received
a threatening letter from then-acting Minister of Internal Affairs, Giorgi
Gakharia, on the eve of the second round of the 2018 presidential election.
According to M. Khazaradze, the letter demanded that he comply with
specific conditions. According to the letter, if he did not meet these
standards, his reputation in the local and international arenas would be
shattered. "I was amazed they sent such a letter. I still have the letter. We
did not meet the conditions there. The Minister of Internal Affairs penned
this letter.?!

He further stated that, following the receipt of this letter, a criminal
case was initiated against him and his colleague, Badri Japaridze, in
January 2019. In January 2019, the Prosecutor General's Office reported that
it had seized TBS Bank documents as part of the investigation. According
to the agency, in April and May 2008, Samgori Trade LLC and Samgori M
LLC obtained an expedited loan of up to $17 million from TBC Bank
without providing adequate collateral. According to the department, the
matter was probed under the "Legalization of Illegal Income" section. M.
Khazaradze and B. Japaridze believed that the authorities' intimidation,
followed by the investigation, was intended to hinder the development of
the Anaklia port. In turn, this goal was intended to harm the reputation of
Khazaradze-Japaridze.

M. Khazaradze informed the press that the original letter had been
sent to London for forensic examination. 2 In response to allegations that

20 “089005, LdJsOMZIM LENMWIRL 3MGEGHOL FIYBIBWMBdOL 3GmydBL ©s J3gybol
30D0E0s GO 35bEIBs Mlgmol 6 Bobgmol g3mbmdo Mo 4e3wgbgdoliash - 3ma3gm”
[Hopefully, Georgia will complete the port construction project and the country's position will
be protected from economic influence from Russia or China - Pompeo], Prime News Georgia,
June 12, 2019, https://primenewsgeorgia.ge/com/news/view /32280

2L “asbs6000 gmgMdo oborgdEmS HsHsMdol godmzombgzol YEEgdbY, HMIgEoE o6 vbs
bgmEbms” [Gakharia spoke on tv about details of Khazaradze’s interrogation that he should
not have known], Netgazeti, June 8, 2021, https:/ /netgazeti.ge/news/547149/; “bs%stsdols
07800, 35b560sL FaMowo LsbsdsGmemBo Joodsbs” [Khazaradze says he brought Gakharia's
letter to court], Netgazeti, March 5, 2019, https:/ /netgazeti.ge/news /345872

22 %9503 boboadg 53bogdl, Mma gsdm30mbzs%g Famowol sLeo doo@sbs, mMoyobswo 30,
©@mbmb3o 9du3gHBHobsbgs goaBegbowo” [Mamuka Khazaradze states that he brought a
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he had failed to meet his obligations during the implementation of the
Anaklia port project and had abandoned it, Mamuka Khazaradze asserted
that the government was responsible for bankrupting the project®: "In
general, I would like to emphasize that it is not good for an important strategic
project for the country to become the subject of political gossip and speculation. We
have always stated, and I repeat, that Anaklia does not belong to any individual.
Anaklia, as a project, contributes to the country's development, and as a result,
everyone should approach major projects for the country with greater
responsibility."?*

Mamuka Khazaradze, in response to accusations that he failed to
fulfill his obligations during the implementation of the Anaklia port project
and abandoned it, stated that it was this government that bankrupted the
project: "I want to say to everyone with full responsibility that the "Anaklia"
project was ruined by this government led by Bidzina Ivanishvili,
specifically with the participation of Gakharia. I am one of the investors
who, along with many Americans and other foreigners, took a chance and
invested $80 million in this country despite having nothing to do with
Anaklia. I repeat, I have not worked for this company in two years. I have
been a victim, I am being accused, my job has been suspended, and my
foreign partners have been ejected from the country."?

At the center of these political processes, the project failed once more,
and the government officially cancelled its implementation in January 2020.

copy of the letter to the interrogation, while the original has been sent to London for
examination.], Pirveli Arkhi, March 5, 2019, https://1tv.ge/news/mamuka-khazaradze-
ackhadebs-rom-gamokitkhvaze-werilis-asli-miitana-originali-ki-londonshi-egspertizazea-
gagzavnili/

B asbo@os: 9 000935 bsba®sdobmzgol fodowo oMz d0dofigMos s 56 gsdogbagbos,
GaO@owo” [Gakharia: I have neither written nor sent a letter to Mamuka Khazaradze, period],
Tabula, March 22, 2019, https:/ /tabula.ge/ge/news/621716-gakharia-me-mamuka-
khazaradzistvis-cerili-arts

2 “5653000L 0OTFYemzob 3mOGHL LFoMEYds 3oLvbolidyagdEosbo, LgHombmwo, 39MHIm
0639bGHMM9d0, HGMIgdo5 LsdFMbsMMmE 6 a39o3L” [The Anaklia deep-water port needs
responsible, serious, private investors, which unfortunately we do not have], Presa, September
16, 2019, https://presa.ge/ka/65907/page/ %E2%80%9Eanakliis-ghrmatckhlovan-ports-
stchirdeba-pasukhismgebliani,-seriozuli,-kerdzo-investorebi,-romlebic-samtcukharod-ar-
evkhavs %E2%80%9C

%5 "o fgeos bobgadfoxml bgandos sbsgwos, 8s59vm3s boBoMsdy Mo 8msdos? - 35330
bsbo®sdy" [Anaklia has been in the hands of the state for two years, what's Mamuka
Khazaradze got to do with it?" - Mamuka Khazaradze], Rustavi 2, June 25, 2021,
https:/ /rustavi2.ge/ka/news/202881
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Public Protests

In February 2020, members of the "Change" movement (Georgian:
99335eqL [shetsvales]) organized a rally in front of Anaklia Port. The
demonstration attendees symbolically launched paper boats into the water.
The participants feared that suspending the project would lead to the loss
of over 3,000 jobs, leaving many individuals unemployed.2¢

In 2021, the "Lelo" party participated in a protest in Samegrelo under
the slogan "Do not kill Anaklia". According to the event participants, the
country possesses a resource like Anaklia that can assure economic
freedom. On May 26, demonstrators gathered symbolically, aiming to
revive this crucial initiative for Georgia.?”

The Restoration Process

On January 9, 2020, after the Georgian government terminated its
contract with the Anaklia Development Consortium due to failure to meet
obligations, it was agreed to restart the project, with the state participating
in a significant way. It should be emphasized that the “Anaklia
Development Consortium” originally held a 99.99% stake in the project,
while the state retained a symbolic 0.01% ownership.

The decision was made to involve the state in the construction of the
Anaklia deep-water port. Thus, the state will hold a 51% controlling stake
in the port, while the remaining shares will be allocated to international
partners through a tender process. Minister of Economy L. Davitashvili
believes that the port project will strengthen Georgia's position in the area
and enhance its international visibility. The minister also stated that take
an active role as an investor and that cooperation between private
enterprises, investors, and operators with the government aims to foster a
thriving private sector.?

26 “9edG5mds ,89(335¢gb” 0g30s LL-00b” ["Changed" movement holds protest near the
Ministry of Internal Affairs], Pirveli Arkhi, February 8, 2020,
https:/ /1tv.ge/video/modzraoba-shecvales-agcia-shss-tan-2

27 " @©00560 5653@05” - “@gamb” LsdgyBgeml m®yeboBezosd sgios 3sds@ms” [Dazari
Anaklia"" - "Lelo" Samegrelo organization held a rally"], Odishi News, May 26, 2021,
https:/ /odishinews.ge/2021/05/26/ dadzari-anaklia-lelos-samegrelos-organizatsiam-aqgtsia-
gamartha/ (Accessed: 01.03.2025)

28 56530580 0MIsfYarmzsbo 3mmEHo 5396@9ds - HMEOlL s0fjYggds 3MMmIJ@Ho s MHMEPOH
80009dL 565305 30M39w H30MmmgdL” [A deep-water port will be built in Anaklia - when will
the project start and when will Anaklia receive the first cargoes], Rustavi 2, December 18, 2022,
https:/ /rustavi2.ge/ka/news/244856 (Accessed: 11.07.2024)
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As Prime Minister, I. Garibashvili stated in 2022 that the development
of ports remains a top priority for the administration. In this regard, the
Prime Minister declared that the state should own the major lever at the
Anaklia port.?°

Current discussions about the project

Before September, Georgian Economy Minister Levan Davitashvili
presented the results of the second stage of the investor tender for the
Anaklia project's realization to the Georgian Parliament. At the meeting on
September 22, the Minister also faced questions from opposition deputies.
The legislators expressed concerns mainly about the project's current
status, which countries will participate in port building, and what
guarantees the government will provide that Russia will not receive the
49% stake. Roman Gotsiridze, a member of the "Eurooptimists," asked the
minister about the countries of origin of the two companies, whether they
involved Chinese or, indirectly, Russian companies, and whether European
or American companies participated in the competition. The minister
revealed that European, Russian, and American corporations did not
participate in the competition, while the Swedish-Luxembourg and
Chinese-Singaporean consortia advanced to the second stage.3’ According
to the information presented, the Israeli and Chinese companies did not
make it to the next level of the competition.

At the conference, Ana Tsitlidze, a member of the United National
Movement party, stated that "if it were not for the third president of
Georgia, whom Russia had imprisoned, Anaklia probably would not have
existed at all." According to the party member, the current government
detained the former president on Russia's orders, and if this had not

2 “30gdogto - Bggbo gosfiy3gBowgdom, sBs3wool 3mGEHo 5896@gds Labgwdfoxml
05658mbsfowgmdom, bowsg 51%-0b dgwmdgmo 0dbgds Lsbgwdfogm. ©sbs@bgbby Bz9gb
390353550 gd® LOYMMTMGOLM 3MB3MOLL s Bgz:MBg300 35O BHBOMEGYBL” [Prime Minister -
according to our decision, the Anaklia Port will be built with the participation of the state,
where the state will own 51%. We will announce an international competition for the rest and
select partners], Kvira, December 12, 2022, https:/ /kvira.ge/799668 (Accessed: 05.08.2024)

30 “Hmdgeo 9399606 56056 0639LEHMMIVd0, HBMIWIBOE 65300l 3mGEHOL 38969dmdOL
L53000bbY 4o9mbsYdwEo 3:m639MHLOL TgmMY 9B o3bY 20300696 - 93MmbMBo3ol BobobEBH®mo
©3399H5HJO0L 30mbzggdl 3sbvpbmdl” [From which country are the investors who have
advanced to the second stage of the competition announced for the construction of the Anaklia
port - the Minister of Economy answers questions from MPs], Rustavi 2, September 22, 2023,
https:/ /rustavi2.ge/ka/news/265132 (Accessed: 01.03.2025)
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happened, Anaklia would not have been left without food and a job for 11
years.3!

International significance of the project

EU Ambassador to Georgia Carl Hartzell: “Anaklia Port is a very
important infrastructure project. Although there is certain disagreement among
the partners, its implementation is important. We hear positive attitude and
readiness for implementation of the project from all sides, therefore, I think that the
importance of Anaklia Port Project is obvious for everyone” . 32

Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania Teodor Viorel
Melescanu: “The deep-water port of Anaklia will undoubtedly be of interest to
Romania. Anaklia is one of the major ports. 1 must say that we are highly
interested in developing a direct link between the ports of Anaklia and Constanta.
This is a bilateral project in which Romania will contribute to the growth of the
Black Sea economy” .33

Lieutenant General Ben Hodges, the former commander of the US
Army in Europe, stated that Russia has done everything possible to destroy
the Anaklia port project, and the Georgian government has, unfortunately,
bowed to Kremlin pressure. B. Hodges made the statement at the
"Maritime Security and the Blue Economy" conference in Brussels, which
was organized by the European Conservatives and Reformist Group.
According to the former military man, the port that will be created in the
eastern Black Sea will be deep and large enough to accommodate huge

317565 Goomerody - 08gbo gobabogds dmz0Ldobgm 5653¢00L 3mMEOL 5996905, MM o6
399033060905 30093 993X IO  ©556MbLMm®m - ggBHYz0m M5 0gbgds: MO  BHGMJGHMOL
55496900, MOHELO56 153MTomgdl Boo@BIMPOM ©s LosMBI3bm® 93wIdOM, HMAI IMsGHYMom
9dmgdonsdggdo” [Ana Tsitlidze - We have heard so many statements about the construction of
the Anaklia port that I would not be surprised if they announce it many more times - I will tell
you what will happen: you will install two tractors, carry out two days of work and try to
deceive the citizens during the elections], Interpressnews, September 22, 2023,
https:/ /www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article/770703-ana-citlize-imdeni-gancxadeba-
movisminet-anakliis-portis-ashenebaze-rom-ar-gamikvirdeba-kidev-bevrjer-daaanonsot-
getqvit-ra-ikneba-or-traktors-daagenebt-ordgian-samushaoebs-chaatarebt-da-saarchevnod-
ecdebit-rom-moatquot-mokalakeebi/ (Accessed: 01.03.2025).

32 “5Bs3wos  93mMm3538060Lm30L  bBHMIGIRMNO  3BMIJGH0s ©s  F0LMZIdEOm, GMI
396bMOE0gwEgL, - 3oGe 356 3gwo” [Anaklia is a strategic project for the European Union
and we would like it to be implemented, - Karl Hartzell], Rustavi 2, October 18, 2019,
https:/ /rustavi2.ge/ka/news /144571 (Accessed: 07.11.2024).

3 “G8o6gmol bogs®gm bagdgms JobobEEo: ,0653w0sbs s 3MBLEBEN 3mMEIRL Bmdob
3538060L ©53YsHIB0m ©06GHIMILIdIMgdo 350M»” [Romanian Foreign Minister: "We are
interested in establishing a connection between the ports of Anaklia and Constanta],
Accentnews, June 19, 2019, https://accentnews.ge/ka/article/2121-ruminetis-sagareo-
sakmeta-ministri-anakliasa-da (Accessed: 01.03.2025).
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ships, and the time it takes to convey a container from Shanghai to
Rotterdam might be cut to two weeks. As a result, Georgia would become
a major logistics hub between Eurasia and Europe.3*

Former US Ambassador to Georgia Kelly Degnan, who visited the
Anaklia port area following a conference organized by the Economic Policy
Research Center (EPRC), stated that Georgia has lacked progress in the
development of its transportation network due to economic and political
challenges surrounding the port. The ambassador noted that Georgia could
bring several concerns to the table with the Anaklia port within the context
of new prospects that will appear in the region following the end of the
Karabakh war.%

The Chinese company won the Anaklia tender.

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze revealed at a government
meeting that a Chinese-Singaporean consortium had submitted the final
proposal for the Anaklia port project and that a concession deal would be
signed after the necessary procedures were completed.’¢ The authorities
will hold 51% of the controlling shares, with the consortium owning the
other 49%. Levan Davitashvili underlined that the winning consortium is
one of China's largest state-owned enterprises, as well as one of the world's
top 500 large corporations.

Consider that Anaklia Sea Port" LLC announced a worldwide tender
for the Anaklia Port project on March 15, 2024, in compliance with World
Bank procurement regulations. According to the tender documents, invited
bidders were asked to submit a proposal that included technical and
financial components. The tender materials were sent to four significant

34396 3mx9L0:93mbMB03MGO 0bEIOHJLOL o6 SOLYdMIOL FodM, 505306 J5dMmMJ35aL Hlgmol
8096 Laogs®mzggaml 20%-0b m3¢)30305BYy 30936%osl” [Ben Hodges: No one is claiming
Russia's occupation of 20% of Georgia due to lack of economic interest], Formula News,
February 6, 2020, https://formulanews.ge/?m=41&news_id=20555&Ing=geo&cat_id=;
“Lagdo®mggmml d0e3mMds BB 3MIFol Bgfmwal - 3mxgbo sBszwool 3meGHby”
[Georgian government has succumbed to Kremlin pressure” - Hodges about Anaklia port],
Netgazeti, February 6, 2020, https:/ /netgazeti.ge/news/424936/ (Accessed: 01.03.2025).

35 7560305 3mg0bsbemg s w0 99BH30bs, gb byeosb 35d390veo glsdwgdEwmdLs —
©gabsbo” [I visited Anaklia and my heart ached, this is a missed opportunity — Degnan],
Netgazeti, February 1, 2022, https://netgazeti.ge/news/589342/ (Accessed: 01.03.2025).

36 “30990960 - 565300l 3mGEHOL LsBL3sM ObRGILEGNMIEHIMOL LsFIYEIdM LedMBsmgdo
o056 oy s0fiygds” [Prime Minister - Construction works on the maritime infrastructure
of Anaklia Port will begin very soon], Interpressnews, June 3, 2024,
https:/ /www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article /801949-premieri-anakliis-portis-sazgvao-
inprastrukturis-samsheneblo-samushaoebi-zalian-male-daicqeba/ (Accessed: 07.02.2025).
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businesses with extensive experience in offshore design and construction
(Boskalis, DEME, Jan De Nul, and Van Oord).

The development of Anaklia Port has been marred by mutual
accusations, and its implementation has also been fraught with
controversy. For example, while Mamuka Khazaradze initially agreed to
work with a Chinese company on port building years ago, he now
associates China's interests with Russia's. M. Khazaradze feels that the
consortium's stake should have been distributed among the project
implementers, with 1/3 Georgian, 1/3 European, and 1/3 Chinese
investors. In this instance, the risks would be allocated fairly, allowing for
the project's efficient implementation.?” In 2021, the opposition accused M.
Khazaradze of following Russian interests. Gakharia's party stated that he
had attempted to introduce the Meridian firm, which is associated with
Vladimir Putin, to Georgia as one of the investors.

The most pressing question among the public is why a Chinese
investor was involved in this project. Irakli Garibashvili, chairman of the
Georgian Dream party, stated that three years ago, he was negotiating with
strategic partners regarding the Anaklia port project, hoping to attract
American and Western corporations to build it. According to him, no
Western corporation was interested in building this port. The party
chairman went on to say that everyone who knows the importance of the
Middle Corridor should be pleased that China is participating in the port's
construction. Irakli Garibashvili, who also referenced Mamuka
Khazaradze in his statement, emphasized that he failed the project, that the
state was unable to get financing for the planned 5 to 6 years, and that he
owed the state $1.5 billion.3 In response to the question "Does Georgia's
relations with China distance it from Europe?" Irakli Garibashvili stated

37858135 bsBoMdg — HMEs 5396039 gdol s J3MM3gEdol 0b3gLEHOE0L, B939GOL Labom
5693 0639LGMMIRL, 500 batrxbg dgdmagoegl 3md3s60s, HMBgwos LI Lobgwdfoxms
@5 939mdGds B3gbL 3BHIML s M3M3BEL, o Jombggdol @sLds Woyowms” [Mamuka
Khazaradze - When you take away the investment of Americans and Europeans in the form
of a racket, and at their expense you bring in a company that is completely state-owned and
friendly with our enemy and occupier, it is inappropriate to ask questions here],
Interpressnews, June 3, 2024, https://www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article/802035-mamuka-
xazaraze-roca-amerikelebis-da-evropelebis-investicias-reketis-saxit-artmev-investorebs-mat-
xarjze-shemoggavs-kompania-romelic-srulad-saxelmcipoa-da-emegobreba-chvens-mters-da-
okupants-ak-kitxvebis-dasma-uadgiloa

(Accessed: 01.03.2025).

3 “0M93w0 WoM0d5d300 bsbsmsdgby: HMyMm® 9godwrgds ML LavdMMdEIL sbs3Eool
3mMGHbY 50590560, HGmBgEdss gl 3GmgdBo Bosgm” [Irakli Gharibashvili on Khazaradze:
How can a person who abandoned this project be talking about Anaklia Port today?], Rustavi
2, June 2, 2024, https:/ /rustavi2.ge/ka/news /283837 (Accessed: 12.07.2024).
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that both the United States and Europe have contacts with China and that
it is appropriate to use every scenario to the country's benefit.>

The Prime Minister, in turn, discussed the project's relevance as well
as the accusations leveled by opponents. According to Irakli Kobakhidze,
the Chinese company's success in the tender ensures that the Anaklia
project will be implemented to the highest standards.®® This was
highlighted in the Prime Minister's yearly report. According to the
document, high-level visits between the two nations occurred during the
reporting period, resulting in the adoption of a document titled "On the
Establishment of Strategic Partnership between China and Georgia" on July
31, 2023. During the reporting period, the Georgia-China
Intergovernmental Economic Commission had its next meeting. The
agreement reached following the meeting on April 10, 2024, is particularly
notable. On May 28, 2024, the "On Mutual Exemption from Visa
Requirements for Holders of Ordinary Passports between the Government
of Georgia and the Government of the People's Republic of China" entered
into force. According to the report, significant progress has been made
between Georgia and China in improving the legal framework and
deepening trade and economic relations. During his visit, Prime Minister
of Georgia signed five different agreements in the areas of transport, trade,
education, institutional cooperation, and intellectual property.*! According
to the yearly report, bilateral commerce transaction with China totaled 1.6
billion US dollars, with 48,304 Chinese visitors visiting Georgia during the
relevant period. This shows that there is a 555% rise over the prior year.*2

39 “lggqumsl Mbs MbsdmEgl, GmI Bobgmol 0bEHIMgbo @sgodboM®s 58 bEBMo@I0YE
3HBI0" - 00593000 6s3c05%y” ["Everyone should be happy that China's interest has
been noted in this strategic port" - Gharibashvili about Anaklia], Business Media, June 2, 2024,
https:/ /bm.ge/news/yvelas-unda-ukharodes-rom-chinetis-interesi-dafigsirda-am-
strategiul-portshi-gharibashvili-anakliaze (Accessed: 25.06.2024).

40 “@o@md 56 dmbfjmbl "egaml! Bobm®o 3md3sbools dgdmbzams s sl 3slibmdl dsl
bgwobygmgds - 5653000l 3mGGHO 3M@oG03MOHO MOMOINOdM©IdId0L mgdss” [Why
does Lelo not like the entry of a Chinese company and what is the government's response to
it?" - Anaklia Port is a topic of political recriminations], Rustavi 2, June 2, 2024,
https:/ /rustavi2.ge/ka/news/283846 (Accessed: 01.08.2024).

4 15500003000 3011M530L LB gdol 3080bsmgmdol Iglisbgd dmblighgds. 2023 ogbolio-
2024 950b0” [Report on the progress of the implementation of the government program],
Civilge, May 2024, https://civil.ge/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/363328.pdf (Accessed:
01.02.2025).

2 “9ogzegE: MobHge Lovgds@o 3G9009mol 171 2396056 Bmblgbgdsdo, GmIwomsz ob
306058963 do Mbs Fodbiagl” [In brief: what is the Prime Minister's 171-page report that he
is to present to Parliament about?], Ambebi, June 3, 2024,
https:/ /www.ambebi.ge/article/310916-mokled-razea-saubari-premieris-171-gverdian-

moxse/ (Accessed: 01.03.2025).
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Transparency International Georgia has issued a statement asserting
that the Georgian government has chosen a Chinese corporation "known
for its corruption scandals" as an investor in the Anaklia port, raising
concerns about the country's foreign policy.#3 The port will be constructed
by a consortium that includes China's state-owned China Communications
Construction Company Limited (CCCC) and China Harbour Investment
Pte Ltd. The latter is a subsidiary of CCCC, but it is incorporated in
Singapore.

According to the group, CCCC has been on the Consolidated
Sanctions List (Non-SDN) of the US Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) since June 2021 because it is a component of China's
military-industrial complex.#* Although companies on this list have
unrestricted access to assets and financial activities, deals involving CCCC
require US government clearance.5

The organization's investigations have revealed that the CCCC has
been implicated in corruption cases in different nations on multiple
occasions. In 2020, the US Embassy in Georgia issued information about
CCCC, stating that the Chinese company's efforts in developing countries
are marked by subpar construction, labor rights violations, environmental
harm, and debts.*® On June 1, the US State Department released a similar
statement, stating that it was critical to "not jeopardize the security and
sovereignty of Georgia, as well as the security of the country's Euro-
Atlantic partners."4”

President Salome Zurabishvili also had reservations about Chinese
investors participating in the project. For her, "the involvement of so many

75653000 30O AL bsgFam Hg37BHsE00l Bobr®o 3m3s60s 55896gdL” [Anaklia Port Will Be
Built by a Chinese Company of Questionable Reputation], Transparency International Gerogia,
June 5, 2024, https://transparency.ge/ge/post/anakliis-ports-saechvo-reputaciis-chinuri-
kompania-aashenebs

(Accessed: 01.03.2025).

4 “Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons list”, Office of Foreign Assets Control,
June 3, 2022, https://sanctionssearch.ofac.treas.gov/Details.aspx?id=32072  (Accessed:
01.03.2024).

45 “Chinese Military Companies Sanctions”, Office of Foreign Assets Control, June 3, 2021,
https:/ /ofac.treasury.gov/faqs/topic/5671 (Accessed: 01.03.2024).

4 “China’s Construction Companies Sow Chaos Worldwide”, U.S. Embassy in Georgia,
September 10, 2020, https://ge.usembassy.gov/chinas-construction-companies-sow-chaos-
worldwide/ (Accessed: 01.03.2025).

47 “odo@oll  sbs3mool  3MMmgdBomsb 3038069800  s0x Mo  533-0l  Lsbgwdfogm
©935030396¢)0 5836GmMbowgdls” [The US State Department is warning Thbilisi about the Anaklia
project this time], Accentnews, June 1, 2024, https:/ /accentnews.ge/ka/article/114581-tbiliss-
anakliis-proekttan-dakavshirebit-amjerad-ash (Accessed: 01.03.2025).
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Chinese in the implementation of the Anaklia project is a blow to our
relations with our American and Western partners."8

Salome Samadashvili, in an article published in Project Syndicate,
stated that Western political leaders are in danger of losing geopolitical
influence over Georgia, a strategically vital Black Sea country, as they
become increasingly distracted by the current war in Ukraine and Gaza.*

Conclusion

In conducting an extensive examination of the Anaklia project, it is
essential to address a range of questions through a series of stages for
greater clarity. To begin with, the analysis explores why this project is
significant from multiple perspectives:

- Strategically located between the Caspian, Black, and Mediterranean
Seas, the Anaklia port serves as a vital trade link.

- Its development and operations can stimulate the regional economy,
create jobs, and attract foreign investment.

- Enhancing transportation infrastructure can improve freight
efficiency, reduce costs, and boost the profitability of trade activities.

- Integrating with international trade networks can elevate Georgia's
strategic relevance and strengthen regional commerce.

Several issues have arisen during the project's implementation:

- Attracting substantial investments for construction presents
challenges in securing the necessary financial resources.

8 “309000g6H0 - 9Bs3w0s8o  Bobgamgdol 58 mbom  Fgdmyzsbs Bl  Boydss
356BHBomMYdms6” [President - Bringing this number of Chinese people to Anaklia is a stab in
the back with our partners], Expressnews, June 3, 2024,

https:/ /expressnews.ge/index.php?id=183117&lang=[object%200bject (Accessed:
25.07.2024).

49 “Bsemdg LOB5ESTZOO - HMEYLHE OBIFWIWO OEIHJIO 535390 SMOE M3M0BLS
©5 b0 08obsty Mm3gdom, olobo MO390 JM3MEOGHOIMNOO Ao3wgbol 3563l
LEHGIGHIONWs© 608369Mzs6 LodsBmzgewmdo” [Salome Samadashvili - When Western
leaders are busy with the wars in Ukraine and Gaza, they risk losing geopolitical influence in
strategically important Georgia], Pirveli Arkhi, June 4, 2024. https://1tv.ge/news/salome-
samadashvili-dasavleli-liderebi-dakavebuli-arian-ukrainasa-da-ghazashi-mimdinare-omebit-
isini-riskaven-geopolitikuri-gavlenis-dakargvas-strategiulad-mnishvnelovan-saqgartveloshi
(Accessed: 01.03.2025).
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- Internal political dynamics in Georgia, including government
transitions and stability, pose obstacles to progress.

- The region's physical characteristics, along with complex technical
and logistical challenges in execution and operations, hinder development.

- A decline in foreign investment amidst global economic uncertainties
has slowed the project’s advancement.

The Anaklia project stands as a crucial infrastructure initiative with
the potential to seamlessly connect the East and West. Its execution in
Georgia has historically progressed in phases, revealing conflicts of interest
that have delayed advancement. Critical decision-making must consider
key factors amid these disputes.

General monitoring indicates that following the Georgian Dream
party's rise to power, specific Chinese investment in the project appeared
anticipated, although the involvement of the United States was somewhat
unexpected. Given the economic tensions between China and the U.S. at
the time, maintaining a consistent approach to the project is vital for
Georgia's independence and future revenue.

A number of contentious issues continued to emerge in relation to
Mamuka Khazaradze, a significant figure potentially influencing Georgian
politics, alongside the U.S.'s withdrawal from involvement in the project.
U.S. representatives have expressly called for the exclusion of Russia and
China from this initiative. Simultaneously, while Chinese businesses
publicly express economic interests, Russia's involvement remains less
overt.

Referring to the current phase of the project as a "reconstruction
period," the opposition's critiques reflect concerns regarding Russian and
Chinese influences.

The Chinese consortium's assumption of the Anaklia project has raised
alarms among opposition forces, particularly in the West. With Chinese
funding, the project's completion is perceived to advance China's goals in
the Black Sea, raising caution in Western quarters. Over recent years, active
strategic cooperation agreements and increased diplomatic visits have
bolstered project funding. A major concern for the Georgian opposition is
the potential abandonment by the West, which could lead to corruption
risks in managing a project tied to a company with a scandalous history.
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The book is structured into three main chapters. The first chapter
examines the ecological conditions and the migration of Yoriiks from
Anatolia to Rumelia (the Balkans). The second chapter focuses on the
settlement of Yoriiks in Eastern Upper Thrace and the region of Karaman
in Anatolia. The third chapter discusses the sedentarization of these
nomadic groups and their economic profiles, comparing the processes in
Karaman and Upper Thrace. The book also includes a conclusion, a
bibliography, and an extended English summary (pp. 144-149, six pages).

Petkova utilizes Ottoman register books (tapu tahrir) containing
valuable information about the migration of Yoriiks from Anatolia to the
Balkans, particularly to Eastern Upper Thrace, during the 15th and 16th
centuries. She convincingly demonstrates how the settlement of Muslim
nomadic groups transformed the region’s economic life. According to her
study, Yoriiks established seasonal settlements at altitudes of up to 1000
meters, bringing this model from Anatolia.

The book also investigates the sedentarization of the Yoriiks as a result
of Ottoman taxation policies. They were registered in kariye (village)
settlements, and the favorable conditions in Thrace facilitated this process.
The study compares the economic activities of the Yoriiks in the Balkans
with those in Anatolia—particularly in Karaman—and finds notable
similarities.

Although difficult to control from the perspective of the central
Ottoman authority, the Yoriiks played a crucial role in the colonization of
Balkan territories. Petkova argues that the colonization and settlement of
Yortiks in Eastern Upper Thrace (formerly part of the medieval Bulgarian

Iztochnia dyal na Trakiyskata nizina prez parvata polovina na XVI vek (kazite Stara Zagora,
Chirpan, Nova Zagora i Haskovo)”. [Settlement Network and Population Density in Parts of
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na Balkanite. [Ethnic and Cultural Spaces in the Balkans]. Sofia, 2008, P.1, 244-308; ibid., “The
Settlement Network in Upper Eastern Trace: Case Study of the Kaza of Haskoy During the
Second Half of the XVth Century.” - In: Diinden Bugiine Bati Trakya Uluslararas:
Sempozyumu”. Istanbul, 2016, 327-335; ibid., “Land Property in Ottoman Rumeli - Case Study
on Land Possession System in Parts of Pasa Sancak (Ottoman Rumeli) (Copies of Huccets and
Sinirnames Preserved in Ottoman Taputahrir Defters of 16th century)”, 2nd International
Archive Congress on Ottoman Lands, editor/s: Hatice ORUC, Mehmet Yildirir, Songiil
Kadioglu, 2019, 779-790; Milena Petkova, “The Process of Sedentarization of Semi-nomadic
Groups of the Yoruks in Parts of 16th Century Ottoman Rumeli: Migration Control or Tax
Control?”, Journal of Balkan and Black Sea Studies, Vol. 3, 2019, 25-43; ibid., “Reclamation of
Agrarian Space of Ottoman Rumeli, 15th - 16th centuries. Case study of the Kaza of Eskihisar
Zagra”, Journal of Ottoman Civilization Studies, Vol. 6, 2021, 20-29; ibid., Tsentralnite Balkani
i osmantsite. Demografsko razvitie i agrarna ikonomika v Iztochniya dyal na Trakiyskata
nizina prez XVIvek. [The Central Balkans and the Ottomans. Demographic Development and
Agrarian Economy in Eastern Upper Thrace during the 16th century]. Sofia 2020.
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kingdom) were even more successful than in western Anatolia. In Thrace,
they found marginal and uninhabited areas suitable for both farming and
herding - economic practices they brought from Anatolia. The Thracian
plain, situated between the Sredna Gora, Rila, and Rhodope mountains,
became a key area for Yoriik economic activity.

Petkova also analyzes the settlement patterns of Yoriiks during the
sedentarization process in the second half of the 15th century. The term
kariye had multiple meanings in this context: one type referred to
settlements with tax revenues but no registered taxpayers; another
described villages incorporated into larger settlements. Many kariye served
as winter pastures for Yoriiks in the plains. Due to the fluid nature of
nomadic life, establishing clearly defined Yoriik settlements was
challenging, and often only a few households (typically 5-6) were formally
registered. These villages also contained mahalles (neighborhoods), but
many Yoriiks continued to reside in mezra'as (uncultivated lands),
organized as cemaat (communities) within the boundaries of a kariye.

Petkova suggests that population growth in the 16th century
accelerated the sedentarization of many nomadic groups. As part of this
transformation, subsistence agriculture gained importance relative to
herding. She convincingly argues that environmental factors influenced
this shift. Ultimately, the Yoriiks became “ordinary Muslim sedentary
taxpayers,” abandoning their nomadic lifestyle and losing their traditional
tax exemptions.

In her conclusion, the author emphasizes that the Yoriiks introduced
a new economic model to the Balkans, which came to dominate the
Thracian region.

Milena Petkova’s book represents a significant contribution to the
economic and social history of the Balkans during the Ottoman period.
Given that nationalist and anti-Ottoman narratives still prevail in much of
Balkan historiography, Petkova’s work stands as a model of rigorous,
scholarly Ottoman studies. Compared to other Balkan countries, Ottoman
studies in Bulgaria are particularly robust —not only due to a larger number
of specialists but also because of the high quality of research. This book is a
recent and notable example of that strong tradition.

79






	1a.BALKARcover-14
	1a-JBBS-Content-Editorial_issue14
	2.Dindar Negis-Mehmet Besikci-Muhasara, Muharebe, Manzume-Fahri Pasanın Manzum Anilarinda 1912-13 Iskodra Kusatmasi
	3.Onur Köse-The Geopolitical Weight of the 1946 Paris Peace Conference in the Balkans (2)
	4.Nasiba Mirzayeva-Anaklia Project.Strategic Importance and Challenges
	5.Mehmet Hacisalihoglu-Milena Petkova-Mezdu
	z-arka-kapak

