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KENYA'S FIGHT AGAINST GLOBAL TERRORISM IN THE
CONTEXT OF CRITICAL THEORY:
THE CASE OF AL-SHABAAB

Duygu KUTLU*
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Abstract

Kenya's counter-terrorism strategies have progressively depended on securitization
and militarism, prompting apprehensions regarding their efficacy and implications for
gover-nance, human rights, and societal cohesion. This study utilizes Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA), Critical Theory, and Securitization Theory to investigate how
counter-terrorism discourse legitimizes oppressive security measures while sidelining
alternative, commu-nity-based methods. The study, through the analysis of policy
papers, official reports, and human rights evaluations, reveals that Kenya's securitized
strategy disproportionately af-fects Muslim communities and Somali refugees, thereby
consolidating state authority and exacerbating societal tensions. Notwithstanding
governmental assertions of success, mili-tary-led counter-terrorism initiatives have not
eradicated Al Shabaab’s violent acts, and in several instances, have intensified
radicalization. The findings enhance existing literature by emphasizing the importance
of rhetoric in legitimizing counter-terrorism strategies and perpetuating systemic
disparities. The research indicates that Kenya's counter-terrorism framework
necessitates a transition to human rights-oriented policies, socio-economic ini-tiatives,
and community involvement to attain enduring security.

Keywords: Kenya, Counter-terrorism, Securitization, Critical Discourse Analysis,
Critical Theory, Al-Shabaab, Human Rights
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ELESTIREL TEORI BAGLAMINDA KENYANIN KURESEL
TERORLE MUCADELESI: ES$-SEBAB ORNEGI

Mabkale Basvuru Tarihi: 30/03/2025
Makale Kabul Tarihi: 22/06/2025

Ozet

Kenya'nin terérle miicadele stratejileri biiyiik oranda giivenliklestirme ve militarizme da-
yanmis, bu da stratejilerin etkinligi ve yonetisim, insan haklar1 ve toplumsal uyum tizerin-
deki etkileri konusunda endiselere neden olmustur. Bu ¢alismada Elestirel S6ylem Analizi
(CDA), Elestirel Teori ve Giivenliklestirme Teorisi kullanilarak terérle miicadele séylemi-
nin baskic1 giivenlik onlemlerini megsrulagtirirken alternatif, toplum temelli yontemleri
nasil bir kenara ittigi arastirilmaktadir. Caliyma, politika belgeleri, resmi raporlar ve insan
haklar1 degerlendirmelerinin analizi yoluyla, Kenya'nin giivenliklestirme stratejisinin Miis-
liiman topluluklar: ve Somalili miiltecileri orantisiz bir sekilde etkiledigini, boylece devlet
otoritesini pekistirdigini ve toplumsal gerilimleri siddetlendirdigini ortaya koymaktadur.
Hiikiimetin basar1 iddialarina ragmen, ordu dnciiliigiindeki terérle miicadele girisimleri
El-Sebab'm neden oldugu tehdidi ortadan kaldirmamis ve bazi durumlarda radikallesmeyi
yogunlastirmistir. Bulgular, terorle miicadele stratejilerinin mesrulastirilmasinda ve siste-
mik esitsizliklerin siirdiiriilmesinde retorigin 6nemini vurgulayarak mevcut literatiire kat-
ki saglamay1 amaglamaktadir. Aragtirma, Kenya'nin terérle miicadele gergevesinin, kalici
glivenlige ulagsmak icin insan haklari odakli politikalara, sosyo-ekonomik girisimlere ve
toplum destekli politikalara ihtiya¢ duydugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kenya, Terérle Miicadele, Giivenliklestirme, Elestirel Soylem Analizi,
Elestirel Teori, El-Sebab, Insan Haklar
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Introduction: Securitization and the Counter-Terrorism Land-
scape in Kenya

Kenya has emerged as a key actor in the struggle against terror, particularly in the areas
where Al-Shabaab dominates like East Africa. Kenya initiated Operation Linda Nchi in
Somalia in 2011, and after this event, the counter-terrorism efforts of Kenya have been
characterized by extensive military operations and domestic security measures. These
strategies aim to neutralize the Al-Shabaab threat and protect Kenyan citizens (Klobucista,
Masters, & Sergie, 2022). However, the long-term effectiveness of these measures remains
highly contested, particularly concerning human rights violations (Torbjérnsson & Jons-
son, 2016). The impact and results of Kenya’s counter-terrorism strategies are questionable
considering assaults such as the 2013 Westgate Mall, the 2015 invasion in Garissa Universi-
ty, and transborder raids (ISS Africa, 2023).

Most of the literature focuses mainly on the operational and policy facets of counterterror-
ism strategies, including armed operations, laws, and international collaboration. However,
there is a conspicuous lack of analysis regarding the broader socioeconomic implications
of Kenya's involvement in anti-terror programs. Numerous studies particularly analyze
the contribution of Kenya's role in the ongoing fight against terrorism around the world, as
well as its US alliance and its leading role in regional security. Nevertheless, the social and
political implications are still not well understood, especially the effects on underprivileged
communities and the securitization of identity. This study aims to provide insights into the
mentioned underexplored areas by using the Critical Security Studies (CSS) methodology.
In this way, the counter-terrorism methods of Kenya, which includes prioritizing state au-
thority, alienate specific populations and perpetuate cycles of violence instead of fostering
long-term security (Peoples & Vaughan-Williams, 2020), will be analyzed.

This study uses Critical Theory and Securitization Theory as its theoretical framework.
These viewpoints are crucial for comprehending how Kenya's counter-terrorism narrative
sustains authoritarian policies and curtails human freedoms. This research is directed by
the subsequent hypotheses:

H1: Kenya's counter-terrorism measures are predominantly influenced by securiti-
zation discourse, resulting in an over dependence on military and law enforcement
methods instead of community-oriented strategies.

H2: The securitization of counter-terrorism in Kenya has led to systemic discrim-
ination against Muslim communities and Somali refugees, intensifying social ten-
sions and promoting radicalization.

H3: Notwithstanding government assertions of success, the ongoing occurrence
of terrorist acts, intelligence shortcomings, and community distrust indicate that
Kenya's counter-terrorism policies are inadequate for attaining long-term security.

The hypotheses are developed to rigorously analyze the discrepancies between official dis-
course and policy execution, the civil liberties ramifications considering Kenya's security
strategies, as well as the degree to which these strategies correspond with global count-
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er-terrorism trends. This study aims to elucidate the social and political ramifications of
Kenya's policies by underscoring the necessity for inclusive, rights-based approaches to
counter-terrorism. Instead of undermining prevailing narratives that depict counter-ter-
rorism solely as a security-focused initiative, this study highlights the intricate relationship
among security, governance, and human rights, promoting a more equitable and commu-
nity-oriented strategy for countering terrorism. The research also employs Critical Se-
curity Studies and Securitization Theory to deliver a comprehensive analysis of Kenya's
counter-terrorism efforts, proposing alternative policy suggestions that emphasize human
rights, societal cohesion, and sustainable security.

The structure of this article is as follows: Initially, it contextualizes Kenya's military opera-
tions within a larger framework concerning East African geopolitics along with the broader
international fight against terrorism. Second, it examines certain policies and initiatives the
Kenyan government is using, assessing their execution and effects. Third, it uses Securitiza-
tion Theory and Critical Theory to examine the ideological roots and power relations that
influence Kenya's security discourse. Ultimately, it presents policy alternatives emphasiz-
ing sustainable counter-terrorism strategies, community engagement, and the upholding of
human rights. This paper aims to offer theoretically robust and practically relevant insights
to the broader discourse on counter-terrorism, governance, and security studies.

Reviewing the Literature: Counter-Terrorism, Securitization, and
Human Rights in Kenya

Despite comprehensive research on Kenya's counter-terrorism strategies and actions
against Al-Shabaab, significant gaps remain. Current literature generally emphasizes the
efficacy of military strategies exemplified by Operation Usalama Watch, alongside the en-
forcement of laws designed to combat terrorism; nevertheless, it frequently neglects a thor-
ough examination of their wider implications for human rights. The impact of militaristic
techniques on vulnerable populations, including Kenyan Muslims and Somali refugees, is
generally overlooked. Moreover, while radicalization is frequently analyzed, there is a lack
of research investigating the socio-economic and political marginalization that facilitates
recruitment into extremist organizations. This results in a substantial deficiency in under-
standing how state measures may unintentionally promote radicalization.

Background on Al-Shabaab

Somalia is home to the militant organization known as al-Shabaab, or "the Youth" (Klobu-
cista, Masters, & Sergie, 2022). Adhering to al-Qa'ida’'s worldwide anti-Western ideology
and encouraging sectarian violence against anyone who disagrees with its radical Islamic
interpretation, the group is an officially recognized affiliate of al-Qa'ida. Al Shabaab became
the most well-known military organization inside the Council of Islamic Courts' militant
branch in 2006 (Australian National Security, 2024). In December 2006, The Council of
Islamic Courts, a consortium related to Somalia's Sharia courts which had formed an alter-
native governance structure, was overthrown by Ethiopian troops and the Somali Transi-
tional Federal Government. After this, Al Shabaab became an opposition government and
insurgency that fought to impose Sharia rule in Somalia and topple the Somali Transitional
Federal Government. Between 2009 and 2011, Al Shabaab controlled a large portion of So-
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malia. Reinforced military operations by Ethiopian and Kenyan soldiers drove Al Shabaab
out of Mogadishu and a significant portion of the center and south parts of Somalia in the
same year, as a result of fresh military action by Ethiopian and Kenyan forces (Australian
National Security, 2024).

Members of Al Shabaab include individuals who embrace al-Qa'ida's worldwide jihadist
doctrine as well as those who are concentrated on the Somali war at home. There are be-
tween 5,000 and 14,000 members of al Shabaab, and the majority are ethnic Somalis from
Kenya and Somalia (Australian National Security, 2024). A tiny percentage of members,
nevertheless, are foreign-born, including those from Western countries. Al-Shabaab op-
erates on a global scale as a violent non-state actor, similar to other such organizations.
Furthermore, the group primarily uses Radio al Andalus to disseminate its message and
recruit a large number of Somali citizens (Australian National Security, 2024). Al Shabaab
also uses propaganda operations, sometimes in the form of videos, to recruit people from
the Somali diaspora abroad. Through its al-Kata'ib media network, the organization has
uploaded more complex movies on the internet, most of which include English subtitles
(Australian National Security, 2024). The importance of financial contributions in support-
ing Al-Shabaab's operations is highlighted by the organization's receipt of financial assis-
tance from Somalis living abroad, especially in the countries of the Gulf. This highlights
the necessity for stricter regulation of the hawala system, an informal means of transferring
funds (Abdullahi, Ichani, & Mulu, 2023).

Kenya’s Fight Against Terrorism

The country prioritized enhancing its anti-terror regulations and procedures, considering
the increasing extent and severity of terror attacks. The Global Terrorism Database (2016)
reports that from October 16, 2011, to November 29, 2015, Kenya experienced 500 terrorist
acts, leading to 800 fatalities and 1,300 injuries. Al-Shabaab organized various large-scale
attacks. For instance, the siege of Westgate Mall in 2013 resulted in the death of 72 people,
60 people died during the assault of Mpeketoni, and the attack on Garissa University in
2015 cost the lives of 152 people. The organization attributed the escalation and intensi-
fication of its assaults in Kenya to the government's intervention in Somalia. Moreover,
multiple terrorist attacks throughout Kenya can be traced back to a multitude of underlying
factors. Notable ones are Kenya's geographical closeness to Somalia, its involvement in the
US-led initiated worldwide campaign against terror, and the interests of both Israel and the
USA within the country. The paramount development is the deployment of the military of
Kenya in Somalia in order to counter the Al-Shabaab menace (Mwangi, 2017).

Kenya’s counterterrorism efforts are heavily reliant on international support. The US is a big
player through initiatives like the Partnership for Regional East Africa Counterterrorism
(PREACT) which seeks to improve military, law enforcement and collaboration among
civilians regarding the fight against terrorism. The initiative aims to increase operational
capability, border security, disrupt terrorist financing, and reduce radicalization (Mwan-
gi, 2017). When it comes to the Antiterrorism Assistance (ATA) program run by the US
Department of State, Kenya ranks among the top grantees worldwide. Officials in partner
nations' public safety and security agencies receive training in counterterrorism procedures
through the ATA program. Most ATA grantees are developing nations with weak econo-
mies that cannot afford to maintain a robust anti-terrorism infrastructure and workforce
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(Mwangi, 2017). Another tactic used to counter Al Shabaab is the exchange of intelligence.
To prevent terrorist strikes, Kenya has joined intelligence-sharing initiatives in East Africa.
Global collaboration, especially with the US, facilitated the sharing of critical information
regarding potential threats (National Counter Terrorism Centre, 2025).

Kenya predominantly depended on law enforcement to counter terrorists. This does not
express the process of security, which is a system of checks that subjects suspected and
confirmed members of terrorist organizations to identification, removal, or extermina-
tion. Linda Nchi, which means "protect the country," was Kenya's first security mission,
launched in October 2011, aimed at addressing the Al-Shabaab extremist threat in neigh-
boring Somalia (Mule, 2020). Joint air and ground strikes were conducted on insurgent tar-
gets in Somalia with the participation of approximately 1500 Kenyan soldiers (Mule, 2020).
The mission was designed to fortify Kenya's borders while reducing the risk of attacks from
terrorist groups operating in Somalia (D.O. Opon, P.G. Okoth, & K. Onkware, 2015).

After Operation Linda Nchi, Kenya's military involvement in Somalia underwent a sig-
nificant shift in February 2012 with the integration of Kenya's military into the African
Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM). The United Nations Security Council Resolution
2036 provided the legal foundation for the integration of Kenyan forces into the mission.
This resolution enabled AMISOM to expand its mission by deploying Kenyan personnel to
combat Al-Shabaab and contribute to the stabilization of Somalia (AMISOM, 2022). Kenya
contributed to patrols and combat against Al-Shabaab insurgents and protection of key
towns and supply routes in several missions integrated into AMISOM. They also support-
ed the operations of the Somali National Army (SNA). Although Al-Shabaab remained a
major threat, Kenyan military defeats allowed the group to capture a substantial amount
of territory. However, the military mission encountered obstacles due to the organization's
asymmetric warfare (UN Security Council, 2012).

The Kenyan participation in AMISOM's mission under the African Union and United
Nations mandate transformed its border response into a transnational counter-terrorism
operation. Kenya joins the Eastern Africa Fusion and Liaison Unit (EA-FLU) as part of
its regional intelligence-sharing frameworks which receive support from INTERPOL and
other international actors to track and stop terrorist networks. The frameworks place Ken-
ya within a global surveillance system which exceeds national control boundaries (Chan-
dra, 2019). Local counter-terrorism policies in Kenya receive direction from and generate
content for the macro-securitization of Islamist extremism through its cooperation with
AFRICOM and its intelligence exchanges with Western agencies like the CIA and MI6.
The macro-frame allows Kenya to defend its special internal security measures, including
Muslim community surveillance and refugee camp securitization through global count-
er-terrorism efforts.

One of the biggest beneficiaries of US security aid in sub-Saharan Africa is Kenya. In
2015-17, they got US$100 million in aid for counterterrorism operations, training, and
the acquisition of advanced equipment (Chandra, 2019). The US Anti-Terrorism Assis-
tance (ATA) program supported the establishment of the National Security Intelligence
and "General Service Unit," a paramilitary reserve unit primarily assigned to address civ-
il unrest, and the Anti-Terror Police Unit (ATPU), a specialized police unit tasked with
counter-terror responses. (Chandra, 2019). Furthermore, Kenya utilized the Terrorist
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Interdiction Program (TIP), a program supplying technologies for screening travelers at
airports and border crossings (Chandra, 2019).

Kenya receives financial and technological assistance from the UK, and the Kenya Defense
Forces frequently participate in joint military training with British forces (Chandra, 2019).
The European Union’s Horn of Africa project, a four-year regional counterterrorism law
enforcement initiative, is the most significant among other international collaborations on
national security. Capacity-building seminars on counter-terror finance and counterterror-
ism case management have been recently conducted in Kenya as part of this initiative. Par-
ticipants hailed from Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Tanzania,
and Uganda have been employed in police, law enforcement, and prosecutorial agencies
(Chandra, 2019).

Operation Linda Boni, located in the Kenya-Somalia border area, functions as more than a
domestic security measure because it connects to the worldwide "war on terror" discourse.
Kenyan officials have labeled the Boni Forest as Al-Shabaab's strategic base, which poses
a threat to both regional peace and global security, thus establishing a link between do-
mestic insurgency and international security. Kenya implements security measures and
narratives to both address and reinforce the global security framework of terrorism. The
process allows exceptional security measures to become normalized through global secu-
rity cooperation frameworks, which include transnational military deployment, Muslim
community surveillance, and refugee camp closures (Mule, 2020). These practices need
evaluation through Buzan's (2009) macro-securitization framework, which explains how
global security narratives, including the “War on Terror,” merge national and regional re-
sponses under a unified system-wide threat logic. The Kenyan participation in AMISOM
under UN authority, together with its EA-FLU membership and extensive intelligence ties
with AFRICOM, CIA, and MI6 contribute to a broader security logic that constructs Is-
lamist extremism as a universal, existential threat. This macro-securitized narrative not
only informs Kenya's internal policies but also shapes the logic behind international secu-
rity assistance from the US and UK, as well as its deployment of specialized units like the
ATPU and its implementation of refugee securitization measures. Briefly, Kenya partici-
pates in constructing and legitimizing macro-securitization through its threat portrayals of
Al-Shabaab as enemies who threaten both regional peace and global security. The regional
counter-terrorism engagements of Kenya function as dual expressions of worldwide threat
narratives while establishing normalized exceptional measures.

Kenya has passed several laws in response to terrorism, namely The National Police Ser-
vice Act of 2014, the Prevention of Organized Crime Act of 2012, the National Service
Intelligence Act of 2012, the Proceeds of Crime and Anti-Money Laundering Act of 2009,
the Finance Act of 2014 as well as the Anti-Terrorism Act aimed at enabling prosecution
for terrorism related offences. This also covers financial rules meant to restrict support for
terrorist organizations (Mwangi, 2017). Besides, the government of Kenya founded the Na-
tional Counter Terrorism Center (NCTC) in 2004 (Jirasek, 2023), and this project involves
several agencies and functions as a base for negotiations with international collaborators
while efficiently coordinating counter-terrorism efforts. The NCTC includes one chairman
selected by the National Security Council (NSC) and representatives from the National
Intelligence Service (NIS), the Kenya Defence Forces (KDF), the National Police Service,
and several relevant branches of government, following legislative amendments in 2014
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(Jirasek, 2023). Besides contributing to the counter-terrorism strategy, it devises strategies
to promote deradicalization (National Counter Terrorism Centre, 2023). For instance,
the center employs soft power to maintain its position in support of the scheme to grant
amnesty for immigrants returning home from radicalized youth who joined Al-Shabaab
abroad but subsequently returned to Kenya (Jirasek, 2023).

Theoretical Framework: Critical Security Approaches to Counter-Ter-
rorism

Critical Theory

Research on terrorism often delves into intricate political and social processes that go be-
yond violent crimes. By focusing on the ideologies, power dynamics, and social circum-
stances that fuel both terrorism and state responses, critical theory provides a convincing
framework for comprehending these interactions. Using Kenya's counter-Shabaab strate-
gies as an example, this section explores the potential applications of critical theory within
the realm of terrorism research.

Although there is no widely recognized description, terrorism can be generally charac-
terized in the following way: It occurs when small groups or covert organizations use vi-
olence for political ends and attack any citizen of a civilian or militant state (Sinai, 2008).
Terrorism involves the use of violence or coercion to exert control over civilian targets.
Terrorist organizations cannot frequently topple the governments they oppose, in contrast
to guerrilla armies. Attacks that target certain groups or randomly choose targets are more
successful at pressuring governments to alter their policies (Sinai, 2008).

Similar to security, people's perceptions of politics have a big impact on how they handle
terrorism. Critical Terrorism Research suggests that terrorism is primarily a societal real-
ity, compared to a solitary violent occurrence (Mwangi & Mwangi, 2024). The core of the
matter lies in its reliance on environment, conditions, motive, and, more importantly, the
societal, cultural, lawful, and political structure that shape understanding, classification,
and labeling, rather than being inherently tied to the aggression itself (R. Jackson, 2009).
The relationship between political activity and violent extremism, as well as the role of
dispute within political frameworks, warrants comprehensive examination. Countries cat-
egorize agencies under specific titles in order to justify particular regulations. Examples of
this include perceptions that suggest religiously motivated terrorism is more violent and
dangerous. Hamas is given as an example to illustrate how to deal with religious terrorism
in this context (Toros & Gunning, 2009). Because religious groups are viewed as extremely
hazardous and Hamas is only classified as a religious organization, Israel and Western pow-
ers depict the movement as dangerous, illogical, and seeking a new global order. Thus, as a
part of the struggle against terrorism, they seek to use violence to suppress Hamas rather
than engage in discussion. As a result, the organization's various facets are disregarded, and
its calls for liberty and rights are not regarded as valid.

Traditional social theories that often ignored how ideology and power shape human ex-
periences gave rise to critical theory. Critical Theory, which has its roots in the Frankfurt
School's writings, places a strong emphasis on social justice, historical context, and the
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questioning of conventional wisdom. It is not only for understanding social realities but
also for dismantling and altering repressive systems (Heath-Kelly, 2019).

Power dynamics, ideological criticism, and the idea of liberation are all important compo-
nents of Critical Theory that are relevant to the study of terrorism. To analyze the dynamics
of terrorism and governmental response, one needs to understand how power is allocated
and used in society (Richard Jackson 2007). From Critical Theory perspective, power is
embedded in social structures, cultural norms, and economic systems as well as being held
by the government (Toros and Mavelli, 2014). This view helps scholars examine how coun-
terterrorism measures can affect underprivileged populations, alienate and radicalize them
to the point of becoming terrorists (Horkheimer, Adorno, & Noeri, 2002).

Critical Theory also promotes an ideological criticism of how prevailing ideologies shape
public opinion and how people perceive terrorism. Through analyzing these narratives,
academics may be able to reveal the assumptions being made about some groups as in-
herently violent or radical, and about their behavior with no reference to political and so-
cio-economic roots (Toros, 2016; Lindahl, 2018). Critical Theory also approaches the study
of terrorism through the idea of emancipation. It supports the laws that ensure human
rights and community engagement by not solely following the security approaches and
requiring social change to address structural injustice and inequality. Critical Theory’s con-
cept of emancipation is aimed towards improving equity in society by eradicating the root
causes of violence, which in turn will result in better and more equitable counterterrorism
measures (Toros, 2016).

Securitization Theory

Research on the function of discourse regarding security analysis, known as social con-
structivism, was influenced by the securitization theory of the Copenhagen School (Buzan
& Weever, 2009; Mwangi & Mwangi, 2024). Securitization is a concept within Critical The-
ory that involves the construction of individuals or groups as existential threats in order to
justify extraordinary measures (Breidlid, 2024).

Securitization is based on the understanding of a referent object — an entity that is consid-
ered valuable and in need of protection, classifying certain problems or hazards as exis-
tential threats to that object (B. G. Buzan, Weever, & de Wilde, 1998). This method makes
the enactment of practices that might not be readily allowable within routine political dis-
course possible (B. Buzan & Weever 2009). Another significant component of this theory
is macro-securitization, which involves the extension of securitization efforts beyond na-
tional borders to address broader issues such as terrorism that affect multiple states (Buzan
& Weever, 2009). Macro securitization helps understanding security threats; however, it
results in simplified stories that present complex social issues in black and white. The di-
chotomous framing of this may lead to prioritizing security above human rights initiatives,
while neglecting the socio-political and economic fundamental causes of radicalization.
(Ploch, 2010). Furthermore, the focus on the overarching narratives of terrorism can re-
sult in the misallocation of resources; military responses are emphasized over the primary
issues of poverty, unemployment, and political disenfranchisement. This may continue cy-
cles of violence rather than contributing to lasting stability (Whitaker, 2010).
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Studying securitization theory helps to understand the approach of Kenya to foreign poli-
cy in the context of counterterrorism. The realization of stable macro-securitizations that
encompass numerous lower-level initiatives often concentrates on military approaches at
the expense of social and economic root causes that give rise to radicalization (B. Buzan &
Weever, 2009). This may result in policies that exacerbate the tensions within the communi-
ties rather than reducing them. Furthermore, studying the enunciation and rationalization
of threats through the political discourse enriches the understanding of their implications
for human rights and social cohesion in the country. This analysis stresses the need for
more innovative strategies that focus on the participation of communities and combat the
source of violence as opposed to relying on military approaches.

Research Design: A Discourse Analytic Study of Kenya’s Security Dis-
courses

This paper examines Kenya's counter-terrorism strategies through the lens of Critical Dis-
course Analysis (CDA), drawing on both Critical Theory and Securitization Theory in the
process. Since the research demands an in-depth examination regarding the ideological
and structural facets of Kenya’s counter-terrorism policies, the recommended methodol-
ogy is qualitative research (Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). Al-Shabaab, an important actor in
the security environment of Kenya, is transnational in nature and has been met by varied
responses from the Kenyan government and other international actors (D. M. Anderson
and McKnight, 2015). Hence, Al-Shabaab is chosen as the case study. The group’s presence
in Somalia and its history of conducting major attacks in Kenya have impacted Kenya’s
domestic and international policies while also highlighting the difficulties in combating
terrorism in a borderless region with ethnic diversities and historical hostilities (Abdullahi,
Ichani, & Mulu, 2023). Al-Shabaab can be used as a way of entry to understand the dynam-
ics of counterterrorism efforts from the local, regional, and global levels. To understand the
impacts of security narratives on vulnerable populations, this study analyzes policy papers,
official reports, scholarly articles, and human rights assessments.

All the research for the study was conducted on primary and mostly secondary data sourc-
es; these include government documents such as the Prevention of Terrorism Act (2012)
and Kenya’s National Counter-Terrorism Strategy (NCTC, 2016), as well as international
and regional reports from the United Nations (UN), African Union (AU) and the Inter-
governmental Authority on Development (IGAD). These sources offer a view of the legal
and institutional counter-terrorism framework in Kenya. Peer-reviewed journal articles
and books reviewing Kenya’s counter-terrorism policies, the securitization of Muslim iden-
tities, and the overall impacts of security policies are also incorporated to ensure that the
discourse is well covered (Mogire & Mkutu Agade, 2011; Kamau, 2021). Human rights
reports from organizations like Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and the Ken-
ya National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR) are used to analyze human rights
abuses linked to counter-terrorism measures (“Kenya,” 2014). To analyze how terrorism
is framed in public discourse, government speeches, news articles, and public statements
from security agencies are analyzed.

The following article applies Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) methodology to explore
how language, power, and ideology construct Kenya’s counter-terrorism policies (Fair-
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clough, 2017). The analysis is based on securitization speech acts by government officials
and security agencies to explore how terrorism threats are framed, articulated, and justi-
fied. Additionally, policy discourse is analyzed to explore the assumptions made in Kenya's
counter-terrorism laws and policies.

Analyzing Kenya’s Counter-Terrorism Policies
Securitization and Militarization of Counter-Terrorism

Terrorism has been declared the top safety concern in Kenya, leading to the adoption of
stringent anti-terrorism policies. The Prevention of Terrorism Act (2012) and other pieces
of legislation have provided the necessary legal framework that allows security forces to
take preventative measures against potential threats. Because risk is prioritized over danger,
Kenyan actors are paying particular attention to people who may be at risk of radicaliza-
tion. Determining who is in danger of radicalization or is suspected of being radicalized
has become a highly politicized issue that fits with Kenya's prevailing rhetoric, which is
essentially focused on maintaining political power (Breidlid, 2024). According to the Act's
provision 12D (The Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2012):

“A person who adopts or promotes an extreme belief system to facilitate ideo-
logically based violence to advance political, religious or social change commits
an offence and is liable on conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
thirty years”

One of the primary concerns with this regulation is its nebulous and confusing phrasing.
The phrase "extreme belief system" lacks a precise definition, potentially resulting in arbi-
trary enforcement. The absence of clarity permits law enforcement agents to interpret the
legislation expansively, possibly targeting individuals based on their political, religious, or
social convictions rather than any genuine intent to perpetrate violence. This uncertainty
may lead to the prosecution of political dissidents, activists, or persons voicing unpopular
beliefs, therefore violating their rights to freedom of expression and belief. For instance,
according to several residents of the Northeastern region of Kenya, people are scared of the
Kenyan armed forces, which are seen as more terrifying than Al-Shabaab. This is because
whenever Al-Shabaab conducts a terrorist operation in Kenya, the Kenyan forces retaliate
by targeting innocent civilians. (Shire, 2023).

Official reports demonstrate similar securitizing language usage. The National Assembly’s
Joint Committee on Security revealed in its 2013 Westgate Mall attack investigation that
“Al-Shabaab operatives were able to exploit porous borders and refugee camps, where re-
cruitment and planning occur under the guise of humanitarian protection” (Republic of
Kenya, 2013). The expression “under the guise of humanitarian protection” makes an im-
plicit accusation against international aid systems for enabling terrorism, which strength-
ens securitized responses and externalizes responsibility.

After the 2015 Garissa University College attack President Uhuru Kenyatta declared to
the nation that “We will do everything to defend our way of life” while stating that Kenya
would not allow Al-Shabaab to create “an Islamic caliphate in Kenya” (BBC News, 2015).
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The rhetoric demonstrates a traditional securitizing approach that presents terrorism as
an existential danger which threatens both physical security and cultural and ideological
independence. Through his use of “our way of life” Kenyatta’s speech transforms the threat
into a civilizational issue to justify forceful counter-terrorism actions that could bypass
typical legal boundaries.

Human Rights Watch conducted research in Kenya between November 2013 and June
2014, and this revealed a worrying trend, having documented more than 10 cases of kill-
ings, 10 cases of unlawful disappearances and 11 cases of violence or abuse of innocent
civilians with terrorism suspects. This proof clearly points to the role of the counterterror-
ism unit, especially in Nairobi since 2011 (“Kenya,” 2014). After interviewing 22 residents
of Nairobi's Majengo district, Human Rights Watch researchers discovered that terrorism
suspects were subjected to a number of serious abuses, such as being targeted in public,
kidnapped from cars and courtrooms, abused when being arrested, and kept in segregation
without communication with their families or attorneys (“Kenya,” 2014).

Likewise, The National Police Service (NPS) discourse constructs the way of thinking of
Al-Shabaab attacks in the northeastern and coastal areas of Kenya by portraying these inci-
dents as a threat to the existence of the country and the people living in the affected areas.
The NPS uses some linguistic features in order to make terrorism an existential threat to
justify the measures that they will take in fighting terrorism (Mwangi & Mwangi, 2024). For
instance, words such as “infiltrate,” “terror attacks,” and “extra vigilance” are used to gener-
ate panic over perceived threats, especially in the northeastern and coastal counties (NPS
Kenya, 2016). This framing is used to enhance the authority of the NPS as the chief protec-
tor against such threats. The NPS classifies Al-Shabaab attacks as a major threat to physical
and human security. For instance, attacks are referred to using emotional language, such
as calling them heinous and describing who is attacked, and what part of society is affect-
ed (NPS Kenya, 2023; Mwangi & Mwangi, 2024). This is done to create a narrative where
these areas are constantly under attack, which in turn makes the public feel vulnerable. The
discourse also uses securitization theory wherein the northeast and coastal areas of Kenya
are socially constructed as ‘spaces of terrorism’. The NPS categorizes these areas as not only
regions that have had attacks but as hotbeds of terrorism, thus giving a justification for the
punitive counterterrorism policies. Furthermore, the discourse admits that the perceptions
of the public are in concordance with the stories told by the NPS. An interesting point is
that while the local people in most cases dislike the state-led repressive counterterrorism
measures, the general population of Kenya supports these measures because of the negative
perception of the Northeastern and coastal regions (Mwangi & Mwangi, 2024). This shows
that the framing of the NPS is a key factor in shaping public opinion and acceptance of
counterterrorism policies.

The NPS also claims that the attacks occur due to the socio-economic and political chal-
lenges that are faced in the regions such as poverty and marginalization which make the
areas to be prone to terrorism. This is because it helps illustrating the reasons of the NPS’s
counter terrorism efforts thereby making them seem necessary (NPS Kenya, 2023). In gen-
eral, the NPS uses, among other things, emotional language, frame analysis, and public
narrative to create an image of Al-Shabaab attacks that are aimed at emphasizing the pres-
ent security threats and explaining the necessity of the strict counterterrorism measures in
the affected areas.
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To increase the participation of the public in avoiding crime related to terrorism, Ken-
ya also initiated community policing strategies in 2003. It comes from Tanzania's Ujamaa
Policy, which is founded on the African Ubuntu philosophy. Members are responsible for
monitoring neighborhood conflicts and, more precisely, helping to lower the number of
criminal cases (Mule, 2020). The Nyumba Kumi initiative, meaning "ten houses," promotes
the formation of groups comprising ten neighboring households to oversee local activi-
ties and report any disturbance (Ndono, Muthama, & Muigua, 2019). This strategy utilizes
community engagement principles to empower local populations in sustaining security.
The Nyumba Kumi Initiative, although guided by principles of equitable representation,
primarily involves elderly residents. Young people neither engage in its events nor are in-
volved in concerns of misconduct and security (Ndono et al., 2019). This has led to con-
siderable conflict and frustration among young people and seniors throughout the years.
Substantial ambiguity surrounds involvement in Nyumba Kumi owing to the lack of laws
and restrictions. Criteria are crucial for assessing persons and facilitating taking actions
(Savage & Lumbasi, 2016).

Criminalization of Muslim Communities and Somali Refugees

Somali immigrants and Muslim communities in Kenya have been criminalized as a result
of anti-terrorist actions, which are characterized by extensive stereotyping, discrimination,
and violations of human rights. The Arabs were persecuted after the 1998 attack on the US
embassy in Nairobi, and many Muslim organizations were closed by the government (UN-
HCR, 2018). Extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, and arbitrary arrests, which
affect mainly Somali refugees and Muslims, are an example of how securitization leads
to militarization and therefore demands extraordinary security measures, as the research
concludes (UNHCR, 2018). The Kenyan government, after 9/11 introduced new securi-
ty measures on Muslims, whose population included a number of Arabs and Asians. In
Mombasa, it became almost impossible for one to apply for a birth certificate or a passport
without presenting the identity documents of their grandparents. The Law Society of Kenya
complained that the anti-terrorism measures adopted by the United States and the United
Kingdom were making the Muslims in Kenya near refugees in their own country (UNHCR,
2018).

Two of the most common and mostly negative consequences of Kenya’s counterterrorism
policies are surveillance and harsh policing of ethnic Somalis and Muslims. The retaliatory
attacks by al-Shabaab have increased countrywide to the level that the Kenya Defense Forc-
es (KDF) launched an operation against the group in 2011. In response, the Kenyan gov-
ernment has launched a crackdown on terrorism that has seen ethnic Somalis suffer from
increased surveillance and all forms of human rights abuses, including extortion, enforced
disappearances, and arbitrary arrests (Muibu & Cubukcu, 2023).

Counter-terrorism efforts have resulted in the collective stigmatization of entire Muslim
and Somali populations, branding them as intrinsically "suspect” due to Islamophobic
prejudices (Breidlid, 2024). The notion of "suspect communities” can yield catastrophic
repercussions (Pantazis & Pemberton, 2009). Individuals are labeled as terrorists solely for
their affiliation with these groups, irrespective of their conduct. This official strategy, which
disproportionately emphasizes religion, social networks, and Somali ethnicity as catalysts
of radicalization, neglects other explanations and promotes a climate of fear and distrust
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(Breidlid, 2024). This policy has ultimately demonstrated ineffectiveness in confronting
significant threats to Kenyan society.

Adapted from Kenya's comprehensive plan to fight Al Shabaab, other measures include
identifying and deporting foreigners in the country as well as continuing with the ethnic
security mapping and profiling (Mule, 2020). However, the government has gone further to
cast the blame on the Somali community for the activities of criminals and terror suspects
within the community. In 2011, the government required all Somalis to have their proper-
ties and assets audited, claiming that Somali businesspeople were investing in Kenyan real
estate using money from terrorism and piracy along the Somali coast (World Bank, 2020).
In 2014, the police and the KDF conducted operation Usalama Watch in Mombasa and
Nairobi, specifically in areas occupied by ethnic Somalis and Muslims, without a search
warrant. It created the impression of an operation based on ethnicity and religion (Mule,
2020).

IPOA has pointed out that the operation was illegal under the provisions of equality and
non-discrimination, even as it explained that the suspect was home grown, and the opera-
tion had to be countrywide (IPOA, 2017). IPOA (2017) established that the police officers
failed to follow the human rights provisions and demanded money from the detainees,
between 1,000 and 20,000 KSh. Victims stated that they were taken advantage of by the
military and the police, who used the lack of identity cards as an excuse. No one was al-
lowed a court appearance, and people were illegally held in custody for more than 24 hours.
The people arrested in the operation were put in different cells and were without food or a
lawyer for several days (IPOA, 2017).

The Ministry of Interior declared plans to shut down the Dadaab refugee complex in 2016,
which led to the increased securitization of refugee spaces. The Ministry declared that
the camp had "lost its humanitarian character” and “a haven for terrorists and a base for
launching attacks against Kenya” (Rivett-Carnac, 2016). The language transforms the refu-
gee camp from its original protective function into a dangerous location. The term “haven
for terrorists” functions as a securitizing move (Buzan et al., 1998) which creates fear while
portraying refugees particularly Somali populations as internal security threats. Through
this rhetorical shift of refugees into security threats the Kenyan government can support
extreme actions including forced repatriation and border restrictions and reduced human-
itarian assistance.

The official language of Kenya’s National Counter Terrorism Centre (NCTC) demonstrates
further securitizing discourse. The NCTC defines the national threat landscape through
this declaration: "Kenya is a multi-ethnic, multi-religious and multi-cultural constitutional
democracy in a region in which violent extremism, particularly exploiting religious texts
and identity, threatens national and human security." (NCTC, 2025). The statement pres-
ents violent extremism as a dual security threat which simultaneously attacks Kenya's plu-
ralistic nature. The mention of “religious texts and identity” presents terrorism as a religious
faith corruption which separates authentic religious followers from extremist groups. The
CDA framework shows how this framing enables the state to validate preventive measures
such as community outreach and surveillance and civic education programs as necessary
protections for democratic unity. Through its focus on national unity and human security
the discourse establishes extremism as a threat which operates both domestically and inter-
nationally thus expanding security concerns into cultural and social areas.
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State actors use these speech acts to build a discourse which merges “refugee”, “Muslim”
and “terrorist” categories into a single political framework that justifies both urgent and
necessary exceptional measures. The discursive strategies follow Buzan et al’s (1998) secu-
ritization model which allows political issues to become existential threats thus enabling
the suspension of normal political processes. The situation demonstrates the concept of the
“state of exception” (Agamben, 2005) because emergency measures replace legal norms.
Kenyan authorities use their language to advance an ideological project which unites state
power with racialized and politicized security frameworks.

Somali and Muslim populations in Kenya experience discrimination that affects both peo-
ple and groups in concrete ways, going beyond simple social stigma. According to differ-
ent counterterrorism programs, collective punishment results from the development of a
collective identity based on suspicion, which views entire populations as possible threats.
In order to safeguard state interests, policies designed to counter terrorism have led to
the marginalization or outright silence of civil society organizations and people (Breidlid,
2024). Furthermore, a culture of mistrust and fear is maintained by the notion that Mus-
lims might be viewed as terrorists just because of their ties to the community. The Kenyan
government has also instituted programs in schools to track indicators of radicalization
among youth. Educators are directed to observe indicators like behavioral changes and
religious conversions, thereby heightening the possibility that Muslim students may expe-
rience discrimination in educational environments designed to be secure and supportive
(Breidlid, 2024).

Because of the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA), it is difficult for faith-based and com-
munity organizations to help young Muslims who are targeted by security authorities and
suffer harassment and discrimination. This law creates a climate of distrust between the
government and Muslim civil society by making it easier for the state to arrest people who
are thought to be ‘terrorists, by criminalizing giving ‘material support’ to ‘suspected terror-
ists’ (Breidlid, 2024). The latter harms these organizations’ operational capacities by foster-
ing enmity rather than collaboration.

National media presents Somalis and Muslims as terrorists and their supporters, linking
them to Al-Shabaab. This ‘othering’ of Muslims is also evident in Kenya, particularly along
the coast, where they are seen as evil, backward, and in need of direction from the gov-
ernment (Breidlid, 2024). This orientalist view, which is evident in media reports and the
opinions of the public, helps to justify the abuses of Muslims by Kenyan security forces. For
example, The Mombasa Republican Council (MRC), a Muslim legal advocacy organization
that is non-violent and works to address historical grievances of the Muslim community,
has been portrayed by the Kenyan media and government as a violent gang linked to Al-
Shabaab. This has led to the cessation of funding to the organization, which in turn in a
way stigmatizes a non-violent institution that could have helped in preventing extremism
among Muslim youths (Breidlid, 2024).

The counter-terrorism measures in Kenya are gradually eroding the functions of civil so-
ciety organizations, thereby reducing the space for civic engagement. This is evident in
various ways, for instance, through the suppression of civil rights such as freedom of ex-
pression, association, and assembly, which are signs of a healthy civil society. For instance,
in April 2015, the government suspended the licenses of the human rights organizations
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MUHURI and Haki Africa on accusations of having links with terrorism. Other groups
argued that this was a crackdown on the groups because they had been critical of the gov-
ernment’s discrimination against Muslims. Although a court decision directed that their
bank accounts should be unlocked, the initial actions had a chilling effect (UHNCR, 2018).

The 2012 Prevention of Terrorism Act defines terrorism broadly, enhances the powers of
the police, and permits the state to create lists of people and groups it considers terrorists
without due process. Financial constraints present a considerable challenge, as civil society
organizations encounter restricted access to banking services and stringent administrative
requirements (Freedom House, 2018). New financial reporting regulations may impose
administrative burdens, requiring organizations to evaluate their staff, partners, and aid re-
cipients. The delegitimization of civil society organizations (CSOs) through governmental
smear campaigns is particularly troubling (Mwangi, 2021). These campaigns are frequently
amplified by state-controlled media, which tend to loosely associate CSOs with terrorism
and depict them as threats to national security. The resulting "chilling effect” inhibits tar-
geted organizations and deters others from participating in essential activities (Mwangi,
2021).

The National Counter Terrorism Centre (NCTC) has been identified as the approving and
reporting institution for civil society organizations (CSOs) in the prevention and counter-
ing of violent extremism, which otherwise interferes with their functions (NCTC, 2024).
These measures eventually diminish the vital role of civil society as a watchdog of the public
and thus undermines the work of human rights defenders and especially target marginal-
ized populations. According to Freedom House (2018), citizens believe that civil society or-
ganizations are there to ensure that the government’s counter-terrorism efforts are proper.
The laws meant to make the nation safe are, in fact, shutting the voices and efforts of people
who are trying to make society a better place.

The Kenyan government has been forcibly relocating people and refugees who are thought
to be participating in terrorist operations (Brankamp & Gliick, 2022; Breidlid, 2024). At
least 90 individuals, including Kenyans, Somali nationals, and Ethiopians, were detained
in the then-Northeastern province in 2007 on suspicion of engaging in terrorist operations
and sent to Somalia and Ethiopia (Mule, 2020). In 2014, Kenya effected the expulsion of
359 Somalis to Somalia, which also involved at least three registered refugees (Mule, 2020).
Furthermore, 28 Ethiopians were deported, and six Ugandan asylum seekers were arrest-
ed and repatriated to Uganda. In total, 412 refugees were relocated to the Kakuma and
Dadaab refugee camps. The people who were expelled had foreign identity documents,
which some of them said were seized or destroyed after they were arrested by the police,
who demanded money to affect their release (Mule, 2020). Expelling refugees is against the
non-refoulement policy of the international relations system and goes against article 2 (3)
of the 1969 OAU Convention Governing Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa
(OAU, 1969). The UNHCR (2015) has stated that the Kenyan authorities limited their ac-
cess to detainees both in the cell and at the airport, which hindered them from recognizing
registered refugees and asylum seekers. Furthermore, the criteria employed by authorities
to determine whom to charge and whom to deport without charges remain ambiguous
(UNHCR, 2015). While international law obligates Kenya to accommodate refugees, con-
siderations of national security should take precedence in the deliberations regarding their
repatriation or continued residence.
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The Muslims of Kenya have been viewed by the government as a security risk, resulting in
increased crackdowns on ethnic Somalis in areas like Eastleigh in Nairobi and the effort
to forcibly deport Somali refugees from the Dadaab camp. It was reported that Kenya Po-
lice violated the rights of asylum seekers and refugees and searched their houses after the
2006-2010 Somalia refugee crisis (Mule, 2020). Asylum seekers were reported to be held in
not-so-hospitable police cells due to overcrowding, abuse, and other aspects of substandard
living conditions (Amnesty International, 2014). The refugees are usually detained for an
unspecified period of time without being arraigned in court or bailed out. Although Soma-
lia was insecure and the returnees risked being persecuted and imprisoned, between 2008
and 2009, hundreds or even thousands of people were repatriated to Somalia (Amnesty
International, 2014).

The Effectiveness of Counterterrorism Rhetoric

In government discourse, counterterrorism efforts are depicted as effective, required, and
capable of eradicating terrorist risks in policy statements, political addresses, security anal-
yses, and media coverage. However, when analyzed critically, with the help of a Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA) of these narratives, it becomes apparent that language employed
by officials is not always consistent with the reality on the ground, which casts doubts on
the effectiveness of Kenya’s counterterrorism policies in real life. The linguistic analysis
of the data collected for this study shows that the state and the media employ the securi-
tization discourse to construct terrorism as an imminently threatening phenomenon that
requires extraordinary security measures.

Policy statements and governmental announcements including presidential addresses and
statements from the National Counter Terrorism Centre (NCTC) usually focus on the gov-
ernment’s success in fighting Al-Shabaab and its resolve to protect the nation. For instance,
after the 2013 Westgate Mall attack, President Uhuru Kenyatta said that “‘We will not be
frightened by these cowardly terrorists’ and that Kenyas counter-terrorism response was
‘decisive and firm’ (Los Angeles Times, 2013). This discourse supported the argument for
military solutions by showing terrorism as an aggression on the sovereign power of the
nation.

Detentions, foiled attempts, and neutralized terrorism networks are often portrayed as
proof of effectiveness in official accounts and counter-terrorism strategies (NCTC, 2016).
The Kenyan government is positioned as proactive and effective by this rhetorical framing,
which reassures the populace and supports more military operations, policing, and surveil-
lance. But CDA shows how this discourse deliberately minimizes the enduring nature of
terrorist attacks, human rights abuses, and operational inefficiencies, constructing a narra-
tive that puts political legitimacy ahead of actual security results (Anderson & McKnight,
2015).

Despite the robust securitization discourse, Kenya persists in facing frequent terrorist at-
tacks, especially in areas such as Lamu, Mandera, Garissa, and Nairobi. Al-Shabaab con-
tinues to demonstrate operational capacity through bombings, kidnappings, and assassi-
nations, undermining the official narrative of counter-terrorism success (Breidlid, 2024).
The government of Kenya has a tendency to exaggerate successes and minimize failures,
especially regarding intelligence shortcomings and the failure to avert significant attacks
(Anderson & McKnight, 2015).
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Likewise, after the assault on Garissa University in 2015 that claimed 148 lives, the gov-
ernment promised a more severe fight on terrorism, including more military operations in
Somalia and monitoring inside Kenya (BBC, 2015). Still, the frequency of strikes points to
the fact that these tactics have not significantly reduced Al-Shabaab's operational capability.
The 2013 Westgate Mall attack, the 2015 Garissa University attack and the 2019 DusitD2
Hotel attack exposed deep-seated security weaknesses, contrary to the government’s claim
of improved intelligence and readiness. Each attack was followed by a shift in the rhetorical
stance; representatives stressed the growth of sensitization, improved security measures
and stronger counter-terrorism measures, yet similar attacks kept on occurring (Mule,
2020; Yigzaw & Mengisteab, 2024; Mwangi & Mwangi, 2024; Breidlid, 2024). This, there-
fore, means that although counter-terrorism rhetoric gives the impression that the state is
powerful and capable, the effectiveness of these policies is still a question mark.

The absence of transparency in counter-terrorism operations fosters mistrust and skepti-
cism. The securitization narrative presents terrorism as an existential danger, therefore jus-
tifying forceful security policies disproportionately affecting underprivileged populations.
According to Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), the counter-terrorism discourse of the
state often presents whole communities as security concerns, therefore aggravating suspi-
cion and alienating the impacted groups even more. Human Rights Watch, Amnesty Inter-
national, and the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR) have reported
cases of enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, and have focused
on Somali and Muslim communities, among others (KNHCR, 2015). The government ar-
gues that these measures are necessary for security, but as CDA suggests, they perpetuate
systemic oppression, social alienation, and community resentment, thus working against
the security goals they are intended to achieve (Mogire & Mkutu Agade 2011).

Limitations of the Study and Further Research

The study has certain contributions. Initially, the study seeks to offer a more comprehensive
assessment of Kenya’s counter-terrorism policies, offering a more nuanced view of how se-
curitization rhetoric marginalizes community-driven approaches while being used to justi-
fy repressive security measures. Besides, using Critical Theory and Securitization Theory,
this study might go beyond the conventional state-centric security analyses to reveal the
wider socio-political consequences of counter-terrorism policies concerning Muslim com-
munities, Somali refugees, and others. It might contribute to the securitization research in
the Global South as it demonstrates how Kenya’s counter-terrorism strategies are both con-
nected with and different from the global counter-terrorism trends as well. The study adds
to policy debates by advocating for a counter-terrorism strategy based on human rights,
which addresses security concerns through inclusive governance and socio-economic de-
velopment.

On the other hand, the research is mostly based on secondary data, which means that the
researcher was not able to get direct data from the policymakers, security forces, and those
affected. The lack of primary data in the form of interviews or surveys limits the depth of
analysis and prevents a thorough understanding of how counterterrorism policies work in
real life. Besides, while CDA effectively reveals the existence of power relations in coun-
terterrorism discourse, it fails to provide a clear assessment of the effectiveness of security
policies in combating terrorism. Furthermore, because of the dynamics in Kenya’s security
situation, it may be necessary to re-examine the results later.
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To bridge these gaps, subsequent studies should employ a mixed-methods research design,
which involves collecting data through both qualitative interviews with security experts,
civil society actors, and people affected by counterterrorism measures. It is possible to learn
a lot about the effects of counterterrorism policies on the region by comparing East Afri-
can countries. Longitudinal research would enable monitoring of variations in counter-
terrorism discourse and practice as they occur over time. A more detailed analysis of the
socio-economic factors that lead to radicalization, combined with a legal analysis of the
counterterrorism laws, may help to improve the current approaches and design better and
respectful security policies.

Conclusion: Rethinking Kenya’s Counter-Terrorism Strategies

The article supports Critical Theory's emancipation mission by demonstrating that sustain-
able security in Kenya requires eliminating securitized practices which discriminate against
Muslim communities and refugees. The framework defines emancipation as the process of
dismantling discursive and institutional structures which portray these groups as threats
while promoting policies that protect human dignity, legal equality, and political inclu-
sion (Toros, 2016). An emancipatory counter-terrorism framework would redirect security
efforts from military monitoring toward rights-focused engagement through transparent
practices, accountable community involvement, and inclusive dialogue. The alternative
paradigm would manifest through independent oversight of the Anti-Terror Police Unit
(ATPU) and legal protections for refugees against collective punishment and participato-
ry approaches to counter-radicalization. These reforms would tackle security roots while
making Kenya's security practices compliant with democratic principles and social justice
standards. The concept of emancipation functions as a practical normative objective which
opposes the global counter-terror regime's exceptionalism to create opportunities for fair
and compassionate policy solutions. This paper has also established that preventing radi-
calization at the local level depends on the involvement of religious leaders, teachers, and
other community leaders whose participation is essential to the kind of inclusive, emanci-
patory framework proposed in the article.

A better counter-terrorism plan for Kenya must shift to a more human rights focused strat-
egy that is consistent with international standards in order to prevent prejudice against
certain groups, extrajudicial killings and illegal detention. The need to ensure that security
agencies remain accountable and prevent abuse of power means increasing the indepen-
dence of monitoring bodies. First, to help decrease the extreme recruitment, to address the
root causes of radicalization that include unemployment, political disenfranchisement, and
limited educational opportunities through focused socio-economic development strategies.
The government should finance job creation, vocational training, and community develop-
ment in the disadvantaged areas. It is also important to enhance community engagement as
security services can establish trust and improve cooperation and information sharing with
local communities with the help of civil society partnerships, dialogue forums, and com-
munity policing. Furthermore, counter-terrorism laws including the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act (2012) should be reviewed to eliminate provisions that discriminate against certain
groups while more stringent legal safeguards to protect fundamental rights are put in place.
The use of technology, the improvement of cooperation with the neighboring countries,
and the fight against corruption in security organs would help to enhance the intelligence
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gathering and preventive measures to reduce risks before they become realities. Lastly, the
counterterrorism discourse should move beyond the securitization discourse and include
other narratives that challenge the extreme views and promote the unity of society.

In this paper, Critical Theory and Securitization Theory were used to examine the discrep-
ancy between official language, policy execution, and security results. This study emphasiz-
es the frequently neglected sociopolitical consequences of securitization, in contrast to the
predominant focus of existing studies on the operational and policy aspects of counterter-
rorism, including international security cooperation, legislative frameworks, and military
interventions (Bachmann & Honke, 2010; Botha, 2014). However, while these initiatives
are ongoing, the longevity of military policies cannot be assured when terrorist threats such
as Al-Shabaab are still present. The securitization of counter-terrorism has also helped to
criminalize Muslim communities and Somali refugees by repeating discriminatory practic-
es, arbitrary arrests, and human rights abuses. This exclusive strategy has intensified peo-
ple's distrust of security forces and, therefore, made the situation worse rather than better
by reducing radicalization. However, the counter-terrorism discourse is also accompanied
by official narratives that may well focus on operational successes while downplaying fail-
ures in such a way as to gain public support for limited security policies. In applying Critical
Theory and the theory of securitization to the analysis of the gap between the discourse and
practice of security, this paper aims to contribute to the understanding of Kenya's count-
er-terrorism policy and practice. The analysis also reveals that Kenya's counter-terrorism
policy is militarized and exceptionally securitized; terrorism is portrayed as an existential
threat in the official discourse to justify the aggressive security measures.
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Ozet

Kolonyalizm kavrami yabanci bir topragin isgal edilmesi, o topragin islenmesi-sémiiriilmesi ve s6z
konusu topraklara gégmenlerin yerlesmesi olarak tanimlansa da uygulamada farkli kolonyalizm
tipleri ortaya ¢tkmustir. Bunlardan klasik kolonyalizm herhangi bir topragin sémiirgelestirildigi,
somiiriilen kaynaklarin ve zenginliklerin somiirge merkezine (metropol) tasindigi, sémiirgede ti-
cari ve idari amaglar disinda bir yerlesme ve yurt edinme amag ve faaliyetlerinin olmadig s6miir-
gecilik bigimini ifade etmektedir. Yerlesimci kolonyalizm ise klasik kolonyalizmden hedef alinan
topraklarda yerlesmek, oray: yurt edinmek ve sahiplenmek gibi agilardan ayrilmaktadir. Bu amagla
yerlesimci kolonyalizmi inga etmek igin yurt edinme, yerinden etme, miilksiizlestirme, yeniden
adlandirma, siirgiin ve soykirim-etnik temizlik gibi uygulamalara bagvurulmaktadir. Giintimiizde
yerlesimci kolonyal olusum drneklerinden en énemlisi Israildir. Bu arasgtirma; klasik kolonyalizm
ve yerlesimci kolonyalizmin ne oldugu ve aralarindaki farklarin neler oldugu, yerlesimci kolonya-
lizmin hangi uygulamalarla ortaya ¢iktigy, Israil'in neden yerlesimci kolonyal bir olugum oldugu
sorularina cevap aramaktadr. Literatiirdeki giincel tartismalardan biri Israil'in yerlesimci kolon-
yalist bir devlet olup olmadigidir. Bu galigma, klasik kolonyalizm ile yerlesimci kolonyalizmin yurt
edinme, yerinden etme, miilksiizlestirme, yeniden adlandirma, siirgiin ve soykirim-etnik temizlik
gibi uygulamalar bakimindan birbirinden ayrildigini, Israil'in biitiin 6zellikleriyle bir yerlesimci
kolonyalist olusum oldugunu ve yerlesimci kolonyalist uygulamalar olmaksizin Israil'in varliginin
diisiiniilemeyecegini savunmaktadir. Ayrica bugiin artik Israil'in yerlesimci kolonyalizm uygula-
malarini agan, ona yeni kavramlar, yontemler ekleyen ve onu genisleten bir olusum olarak yerle-
simci kolonyalizmin daha da ileri asamalarini temsil ettigi ileri stirtilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yerlesimci Kolonyalizm, Klasik Kolonyalizm, Yurt Edinme, Israil, Somiirgecilik
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Abstract

Although the concept of colonialism is defined as the occupation, processing and exploita-
tion of a foreign land and the settlement of immigrants, different types of colonialism have
emerged in practice. Classical colonialism refers to the form of colonialism in which any
land is colonized, the exploited resources are moved to the colonial center (metropole), and
there are no intentions and activities of settling and acquiring a homeland in the colony.
Settler colonialism differs from classical colonialism in terms of settling in the targeted
lands, making them their homeland and taking ownership. Practices of acquiring home-
land, displacement, dispossession, renaming, exile and genocide/ethnic cleansing are used
to construct settler colonialism. The most important example of settler colonialism today is
Israel. This research seeks answers to the questions of what classical colonialism and settler
colonialism are and what the differences are between them, what practices led to settler
colonialism, and why Israel is a settler colonial formation. One of the current debates in the
literature is whether Israel is a settler colonialist state. This study argues that classical and
settler colonialism differ from each other in terms of practices of homeland acquisition,
displacement, dispossession, renaming, exile, genocide/ethnic cleansing, that Israel is a set-
tler colonialist formation with all its characteristics, that Israel's existence is unthinkable
without settler colonialist practices. It is also argued that today Israel represents even more
advanced stages of settler colonialism as a formation that transcends settler colonial prac-
tices, adds new concepts and methods to it and expands it.

Keywords: Settler Colonialism, Classical Colonialism, Homeland Acquisition, Israel, Colo-
nialism
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Giris

Kolonyalizm' kavrami genel olarak tek bir tip faaliyeti tanimlamak i¢in kullanilsa da za-
man i¢inde ortaya ¢ikan farkli uygulamalar, bu kavramin genel bir ¢ati-kavram haline gel-
mesine neden olmustur. Kolonyalizm kavrami yabanci bir topragin isgal edilmesi, o top-
ragin islenmesi ve soz konusu topraklara gogmenlerin yerlesmesi olarak tanimlanabilir.
Ferro'ya gore koloni teriminin bu sekilde tanimlanmasi onu Yunan dénemine kadar geri
gotiiriir (Ferro, 1997, s. 1) ancak Batrda ve Islam diinyasinda farkli yorumlansa da genel
olarak Hagli Seferleri donemi Avrupa kolonizasyon tarihinin baslangi¢ noktasidir (Ferro,
1997, s. 3).Kolonyalizm denildiginde en ¢ok akla gelen ise Cografi Kesifler ile baslayan,
Avrupa yayilmacilig1 ve somiirgeciligi ile karakterize edilen olaylar dizisidir. Nitekim 15.
yluzyillin sonlarinda baglayan Cografi Kesifler siirecinde yeni topraklar bulmanin temel
motivasyonlarindan biri Kolombun anilarinda ifade ettigi gibi zengin olma, altin bulma
arzusudur (Columbus, 1492-93, s. 44). Bu arzunun nedenlerinden biri, krallarin Kudiis
topraklarini ele gecirmek igin gerekli olan miktarda altin bulmaktir (Columbus, 1492-93,
s. 139; Ferro, 1997, s. 5).

15. yiizy1l sonunda baglayan Cografi Kesifler donemi bulunan yeni topraklarin isgal edil-
mesini, kaynaklarinin ve hatta insanlarinin somiiriilmesini, elde edilen zenginliklerin Av-
rupaya tagimnmasini beraberinde getirdi. Bunun sonucunda Avrupa giderek zenginlesti.
Kuzey ve Gliney Amerika, Okyanusya ve Hindistan'n ele gecirilmesinden sonra Sanayi
Devrimi ve I. Diinya Savast ile Avrupa somiirgeciligi yayllma alanini daha da genisletti.
Afrikanin da somiirgeci gligler tarafindan isgalinden sonra I. Diinya Savasrndan itibaren
Ortadogu da Bati sémiirgeciliginden payini aldi. Isgal edilen topraklardaki biitiin bu sémii-
rii faaliyetlerinin yiiriitillmesi esasinda iki ayakl: bir sekilde idare ediliyordu. Bu ayaklardan
biri ve en tepedeki, somiirti merkezi yani anavatandaki (metropol) imparatorluk yonetimi
iken bir digeri s6z konusu uzak topraklarin sémiiriilerek zenginliklerin ana vatana tagin-
masini kolaylagtiracak sekilde kolonilerde meydana getirilen somiirge idareleridir.

Dolayistyla burada farkli kolonyalizm tipleri 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Buna gére Avrupa so-
miirgeciliginin daha ¢ok Kuzey-Giiney Amerika ve Okyanusya isgallerinde uyguladig1 ve
Avrupanin daha ok yeni diinyadaki kolonyalizmini ifade eden tipine yerlesimci kolonya-
lizm ad1 verilmediktedir. Daha yaygin olarak uygulanan ve Avrupali somiirgeci gii¢lerin
Afrikanin biiyiik kismi, Asya ve Hindistan, Ortadogu gibi genis bolgelerde uyguladiklari
somiirgecilik bi¢cimi ise gok daha genis bir uygulama alani buldugu i¢in klasik somiirgecilik
olarak ifade edilebilir. Bu aragtirmanin amaci klasik somiirgecilik ile yerlesimci sémiirgeci-
lik arasindaki farklari agiklayarak Israilin Filistin topraklarindaki varlig: ve faaliyetlerinin
neden yerlesimci somiirgecilik kavrami kapsaminda degerlendirilmesi gerektigini ortaya
koymaktir. Bu amagla makalede ilk 6nce klasik somiirgecilik ile yerlesimci kolonyalizm
agiklanacak, sonrasinda ise Israil'in Filistin topraklarindaki yerlesimi, varlig1 ve faaliyetle-

' “Kolonyalizm” kavraminin Tiirk¢e karsiligi olarak “somiirgecilik” kelimesi kullanilsa da bu iki kavramin

vurguladig: noktalar birbirinden farkhidir. Kolonyalizm kavrami sémiirme eylemi yaninda ayn1 zamanda bir toprag:
ele gegirip oraya gegici veya kalic1 olarak yerlesilmesi anlamini da vurgularken somiirgecilik kavrami agirlik noktasini
soz konusu faaliyetlerin daha gok kaynaklarin sémiiriilmesi yoniine kaydirmakta, yerlesimci yonii vurgulama
noknasinda eksik kalmaktadir. Dolayisiyla bu ¢alismada, s6z konusu faaliyetlerin daha ¢ok kaynaklarin somiiriilmesi
yoniine deginmek istendiginde somiirgecilik kavrami, ancak kaynaklarin somiiriilmesi yaninda bu galismanin da
konusu olan yerlesme eylemine de vurgu yapmak istendiginde kolonyalizm kavrami kullanilmigtur.
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rinin yerlesimci kolonyalizm ile nasil Gst tiste geldigini, hatta baz1 yerlerde onu da asarak
bagka bir st bigime dogru ilerledigi-evrildigi analiz edilecektir.

Klasik Somiirgecilik

Ferro (1997, s. 1) her ne kadar kolonyalizmi “yabanci bir topragin isgal edilmesi, topra-
g islenmesi ve oraya somiirgecilerin yerlesmesi” seklinde tanimlasa da ytizyillar boyunca
Batililarca farkli cografyalarda yapilan uygulamalar, bu faaliyetlerin 6nemli bir kisminin
klasik kolonyalizm olarak adlandirilmasina zemin hazirlamustir. Klasik kolonyalizm fa-
aliyetlerinde bir anavatan (metropol) vardir ve isgal edilen-kolonilestirilen topraklarin
zenginlikleri bu anavatana taginir. Bu tip kolonyalizmde sémiirgeci iilke, kolonilestirilen
tilkedeki iktidarin kaynagi olan “metropol’diir, koloni de s6z konusu metropoliin denetim
altina aldig1 ve niifuz ettigi yerdir (Loomba, 2000, s. 24). S6z konusu sémiirgeler birincil
olarak bu anavatandan yonetilse de somiirgelestirilen topraklardaki/iilkelerdeki somiirii
faaliyetlerinin idare edilmesi ve ortaya ¢ikan yerel “sorun”larin ¢6ziilmesi icin daha efektif
olacak sekilde kolonilerde tek tek somiirge yonetimleri kurulmustur. Ornegin Hindistan
s6miirdiigii uzun yiizyillar boyunca ingiliz imparatorluguw'nun Hindistandaki faaliyetleri,
Hindistan topraklarinda organize olmus Ingiliz Dogu Hindistan Sirketi yonetim kurulu
ve ona bagli departmanlar tarafindan yiiriitiilmiistiir. Bu sirket en {ist birim olarak Ingi-
liz Hitktimetine bagli olsa da esas olarak Bombay, Madras ve Kalkiitadan yonetilmekteydi
(Ozel, 2021, s. 218). Bu sirket 1757 yilindaki Plassey Savasrndan sonra ticari-diplomatik
gelisimine yonelik politikalara ilave olarak bu tarihten sonra askeri-siyasi operasyonlara da
yer vermeye baslamugtir (Ozel, 2021, s. 215). Ancak yine de Hindistan (Ingilizlerle isbirligi
icinde veya degil) kendi yerel yoneticileri tarafindan ydnetilmeye devam etmistir. Ingilizle-
rin bu topraklardaki varliginin esas nedeni ve faaliyetlerinin nihai hedefi anavatan i¢in bu
tilkenin kaynaklarinin-insanlarinin sémiiriilmesi ve ticaret idi. Hindistan topraklarina ya-
pilan yatirimlar bile bu nihai hedefe hizmet etmesi amaciyla yapilmistir. Bu yatirimlardan
biri olan Ingilizler tarafindan Hindistanda insa edilen demiryolu hatlari, iilkenin i¢ kisim-
larinda tretilen kaynaklari-hammaddeleri-triinleri limanlara ulastirip, limandan gemilere
yitkleyerek anavatana (ingiltere) gondermeye hizmet etmesi igin i¢ bélgelerden limanlara
dogru insa edilmistir.

Klasik yani yerlesimci olmayan kolonilerde (non-settler colonies) gé¢menlerin kolonile-
re yerlesmesi de ¢ogunlukla ticari amaglar ve sémiirge topraklarimimn yonetimi amagli ve
sinirh 6lgekte olmustur. Bunlar da Levinee gore ¢ok biiyiik oranda askerler ve sivil hiz-
metlerden sorumlu gorevlilerden olusmaktaydi. Amerika ve Giiney Afrika gibi yerlesimci
kolonyalizme sahne olan yerlerden farkli olarak klasik sémiirgecilikte ozellikle Ingiliz ko-
lonilerinde sivil go¢menler misyonerler, saglik personeli, 6gretmenler ve is insanlar1 gibi
belirli amaglarla orada bulunan memur veya sivillerden olusmaktaydi. Ornegin Ingilizlerin
Hindistandaki varliklarinin zirve dénemleri igerisinde olan 1830’lu yillarda Hindistanda
yalnizca 45.000 Ingiliz bulunmaktaydi. Buna kargilik Hindistan'in sahip oldugu niifus 150
milyondu (Levine, 2013).

Bir bagka 6rnek olarak 1882 yilinda Ingiliz ilhakina sahne olan Misir verilebilir. Misirda
da diger Ingiliz sémiirgeleri gibi iilkeyi yoneten yerli idarecileri yonlendirmek ve iilkeden
faydalanmak icin Ingiliz danigmanlar, askerler, biirokratlar, memurlar ve is insanlar1 ge-
lip bu tilkeye yerlesmislerdir. Ancak Misirdaki somiirge bigimi de yerlesimci kolonyalizm
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tiirtinden farkli olarak, Misir niifusuyla kargilagtirildiginda ¢ok az sayida Ingiliz’in gelip
yerlesmesine sahne olmustur. 1917 yilinin niifus kayitlarina goére toplam 12.718.255 nii-
fusa sahip olan Misirdaki yerli Misirlilarin sayist 12.512.306d1r. Yaklagik 200.000 yabanci
niifusun i¢indeki Misirdaki Britanya unsurlarinin sayist ise yalnizca 24.354dir (Egyptian
Government Ministry of Finance-Statistical Department, 1921, s. 512-13). Ingiliz somiir-
geciligi Misirda (veya bazi bagka yerlerde) Britanya unsuru olmayan yabancilarin da say1-
sinin artarak ticari faaliyetler yiiriitmesine ortam hazirlamistir ancak bunlar da ¢ok biyiik
oranda yerlegsmek ve burayi yurt edinmek i¢in degil, somiirge idaresi altindaki tilkede ticari
faaliyetler yiirtitmek i¢in bulunmaktaydi. Nitekim bagimsizliktan sonra yabancilarin bii-
yik kisminin tilkeyi terk etmesi bunu kanitlamaktadir.

Somiirgeler birincil olarak Ingiliz Hiikimeti ve Londradaki Sémiirge Bakanligi (Colonial
Office) tarafindan yonetilmis, yerinden idare etmek igin somiirge tilkelerinde valilikler/
yiiksek komiserlikler kurulmugtur. S6miirge gorevlilerinin ve tiiccarlarinin ¢ogu drnegin
Misirda Kahire ile Iskenderiyede; Hindistanda Bombay ile Kalkiitada ve Afrikadaki cogu
somiirge tlkesinin bugiin bagkent olan sehirlerinde; yerli halktan izole bir sekilde yasa-
muslardir. Bu sehirler ¢ogunlukla somiirge tilkesinin en gelismis sehri durumunda olup
disariyla baglantiy1 saglayan liman sehirleri durumundaydi. Yukaridaki 6rneklerde goriile-
cegi lizere yerlesimci olmayan kolonyalizm tiiriinde -ki bu tiir, kolonyalizmler i¢inde daha
biiyiik oran kaplamaktadir- somiirgeci giice ait niifus biirokratik, diplomatik, ticari, askeri
vs. gibi sebeplerle gelip somiirge tilkesine yerlesmekte; tilke bagimsizligini ilan ettikten yani
kolonyal iligkiler sona erdikten sonra biiyiik oranda kolonilestirilen iilkeyi terk etmektedir-
ler. Bu durum s6z konusu kolonyalizm tiiriinii yerlesimci kolonyalizm tiiriinden ayiran en
onemli farkliliklarin baginda gelmektedir.

Klasik kolonyal yontemlerden biri de kolonyal yonetimin lokal elitlerle de siklikla isbirligi
yapmasidir. Sémiirge iilkesinin dogrudan yonetilmesi ¢ogu zaman ¢ok maliyetli ve zah-
metliydi. Bu maliyet ve zahmetten kaginmak i¢in kolonyalist devletlerin tirettigi ¢6ziim, s6-
miiriilen iilkenin yerel yoneticiler ve onlarin yabanci danigsmanlar: eliyle idare edilmesine
miisaade edilmesidir. Boylece somiirgeci gii¢ giinliik hayat: ilgilendiren toplumsal diizenin
saglanmasi, genel sorunlarla ilgilenilmesi, niifusun idare edilmesi gibi siradan isleri nihai
olarak kendisine bagli ancak 6zerk sekilde ¢alisan yerli birimlere ve gorevlilere birakmig-
tir. Ancak dig iligkiler ve ekonomi gibi alanlarin idaresini kolonyalist {ilkenin temsilcileri
dogrudan elinde tutmaktaydi. Bu dolayli sistem ¢ogunlukla Ingilizler tarafindan Hindistan,
Misir veya diger Afrika somiirgelerinde tercih edilirken Fransizlar somiirgelerinde dogru-
dan bir ydnetimi tercih etmiglerdir. Ister dogrudan isterse dolayli sémiirge ydnetimi olsun
somiirgeciligin bu tipinde tepeden inme bir sekilde yerli halkin yonetilmesi, topraklarin ve
kaynaklarin somiiriilmesi ve anavatana taginmasi, somiirme isini miimkiin kilan az sayida
kisiden olusan ayricalikli bir sémiirgeci-yabanci sinif s6z konusudur.

Bir bagka 6rnek Hollandanin Endonezyadaki somiirgeci faaliyetleridir. Endonezya’ya Hol-
landalilarin ilk gelisi 16. yiizyil sonuna rastlamaktadir. Van Imhoft ve Beetse gore 1814
yilinda askerler hari¢ olmak tizere Java ve Madura adalarindaki Avrupalilarin sayisi yak-
lagik 2.000 kisi olarak tahmin ediliyordu. Giderek artan bu say1 1852 yilinda 17.300'e yiik-
selmigtir. Endonezyanin diger adalarindakilerin saysi ise ise yaklagik 4.800'e yiikselmistir.
1860 yili civarindaki sayilar: ise yaklagik 22.000 erkek ve 1.000'den az kadin Avrupalidan
olusmaktaydi. 1900 yilinda Avrupalilarin ve Endonezyalilarla evlilikleri nedeniyle onlarin
soyundan gelenlerin sayis1 91.000'in tizerindeydi. Bunlarin bir kismi somiirge idaresindeki
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gorevlerinden emekli olunca, diger biiyiik bir kismi1 da Endonezyanin bagimsizligini ilan
etmesiyle Hollanda’ya veya bazi bagka tilkelere gog ettiler. Yalnizca az bir kismi1 Endonez-
yada kalmayu tercih etti. (Van Imhoff & Betts, 2004, s. 48-49).

Bu bakimdan klasik kolonyalizm bir miktar yerlesimci 6zellikler gosterse de onun esas
amaci yerlesimcilik ve yurt edinme degil, somiirmektir. Yani kaynaklarin anavatana tagin-
masidir. Dolayisiyla anavatandan buraya kalici bir niifus transferi, yerlesim ve yurt edin-
me s6z konusu degildir. Somiiriilen topraklarin yerli karakteri, niifus kompozisyonu vs.
bozulmamaktadir. Dolayisiyla kolonyal iligkiler sona erdiginde niifus kompozisyonunda
ve toprak aidiyetinde degisiklik ortaya ¢itkmamaktadir. Yerlesimci kolonyalizm ile klasik
kolonyalizmi ayiran en 6nemli unsur budur.

Yerlesimci Kolonyalizm

...Gerek Londra $irketi, gerekse Plymouth sirketi mali bakimdan kéarli olmamakla
beraber, her ikisi de kolonizasyon alaninda 6nemli isler gormiistiir. London sirket,
gergek anlamda Virginianin babasiyds; Plymouth Sirketi ve onun halefi olan Council
for New England (New England Meclisi) ise Mainede, New Hampshireda ve Massac-
husetts’te birbiri ardinca sehirler kurdu. (Nevins & Commager, 2015, s. 30)

Yerlesimci kolonyalizm klasik kolonyalizmden hedef alinan topraklarda yerlesmek, oray1
yurt edinmek ve sahiplenmek gibi agilardan ayrilmaktadir. Yerlesimci kavrami da zaten
kaliciligi vurgulamaktadir (Veracini, 2011, s. 6). Buna gore klasik kolonyalizmde somiirge-
ci iligkiler somiirgecinin isgal ettigi topraklardan ¢ekilmesiyle biiyiikk oranda sona erse de
yerlesimci kolonyalizmi nihai bir yerlesim ve kalicilikla sona ermektedir. Yerlesimci kolon-
yalizmde kurulan egemen sistem yerlilerin kaybolmasini kolaylastirmayz, o sistemi agama
agsama insa etmeyi amaglamaktadir (Veracini, 2011, s. 7-8).

Dolayisiyla yurt edinme, yerlesimci kolonyalizmi klasik kolonyalizmden ayiran en 6nemli
unsurdur. Buna gore sonradan getirilen asli olmayan unsurlarin hedef alinan topraklara
yerlestirilmesi, miilkiyet edindirilmesi, onlara ge¢im kaynaklar:1 yaratilmasi ve nihai kali-
ciliklarinin saglanmasi yerlesimci kolonyalizmin temel yapitaglaridir. Digaridan getirilen
yerlesimciler bolgenin niifus kompozisyonunun degistirilmesine hizmet eder. Bu yerlesim-
cilerin yerlestirilmesinin siirekliligi veya uzun siireli devami bolgedeki durumu tamamen
tersine gevirir ve yerlesimcileri yapay bir sekilde de olsa arazinin ¢ogunluk unsuru haline
getirir. Bu boliimiin baginda Nevins ve Commagerden alintilanan paragrafta da goriilecegi
tizere Amerikanin kolonilestirilmesi ve yerlesimcilerin s6z konusu topraklara yerlestiril-
mesi, onlar i¢in sehirler kurulmasi tipik yerlesimci kolonyal faaliyetlerdir. Yerlesimcilerin
hedef topraklara yerlestirilmesi ¢cogunlukla bu is i¢in kurulan sirket veya organizasyonlar
tarafindan yiritilir. ABD 6rneginde Londra Sirketi, Plymouth Sirketi, Virginia Sirketi,
Council for New England gibi olusumlar Ingiliz kraliyetinden aldiklar1 beratlarla (charter)
gogmenlerin Amerika’ya taginmasi ve yerlestirilmesi, sehirlerin kurulmas: gibi yerlesimci
faaliyetleri yiiriiten profesyonel organizasyonlar olmusglardir (Nevins & Commager, 2015).
Filistin topraklarinin Yahudilerce kolonizasyonu ise Diinya Siyonist Orgiitii, Yahudi Ajanst
gibi orgiitler eliyle organize ve koordine edilmistir.
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Bolgenin asli unsurlarinin yerinden edilmesi ise bir onceki paragrafta bahsedilen yurt
edinme faaliyetinin tamamlayicist olarak ¢aligmaktadir. Buna gore bolgenin asli olmayan
unsurlarinin bolgeye yerlestirilmesiyle yerlesimcilerin alani, yerlilerinin yagam alanlari
aleyhine geniglemektedir. Bu iki siire¢ birbirini tamamlayic1 bigimde isletilmektedir. Ye-
rinden etme hemen hemen daima miilkiyetin ¢ok biiyiik oranda yer degistirmesi ile son
bulmaktadir. Ornegin bugiinkii ABD topraklarinda yasayan yerlilerin sayisinin 17. yiizyil
sonunda birka¢ milyonu astig1 tahmin edilmektedir (Ering, 1991). Sonraki siirecte ABD'de
giderek daha genis bir alana yayilan koloniler ve yerlesimci faaliyetler 6zellikle Batr'ya dog-
ru ilerlemis, Kizilderililerle savagarak onlarin topraklarini veya sahipsiz topraklari, ge¢im
kaynaklarini ve yagam alanlarini ele gecirmis, savaslarla onlar1 yenmis ve “s6zde medeni-
lestirme” siirecine tabi tutmuglardir. Kizilderililerin ovalarda yayilan siiriileri yok edilmis,
nehirlerin sularinda maden arama faaliyetleri baslatilmis, demiryolu igerilere dogru iler-
letilmis, yerlesimciler ¢ok genis otlatma alanlarinda koyun otlatma faaliyetlerine girigmis,
milyonlarca yerlesimci ekip bigme faaliyetine girismis, bircok yeni yerlesim yeri ve koloniler
kurulmus, béylece 1890’a kadar artik sinir adina higbirsey kalmamus, kitanin dogusundan
batisina araliksiz (yerlesimci) eyaletler uzanmaya baglamistir (Nevins & Commager, 2015,
s. 355). Avustralya 6rneginde ise Ingiliz kasif James Cook’'un ayak basmasi ve buranin in-
giliz kolonisi haline gelmesiyle birlikte 1788'den itibaren Avustralya’ya yapilan gogler daha
ok kalabalik Ingiltere hapishanelerindeki mahkimlarin bu topraklara gonderilmesinden
ve siirgiin edilmesinden kaynaklaniyordu. Avustralya’ya gelen 6zgiir yerlesimcilerin sayisi
ancak 1830’lardan itibaren mahktim sayilariyla yarigmaya baslamigtir. Nitekim mahkam
tagima faaliyetinin sona erdigi 19. yiizy1l ortalarina kadar bu topraklara yaklagik 160 bin
mahkm getirilmistir. Ingiltereden Avustralya'ya bireysel go¢lerin tesvik edilmesi icin (ki
bunlar ¢ogunlukla fakirdi), tipki Amerikada oldugu gibi Ingiliz Kraliyeti'nin mali sayilan
Avustralya topraklar: zengin toprak sahipleri olacak somiirgeci sermayedarlara satilmistir.
Buradan elde edilen gelir, go¢ yardimlar: olarak Avustralyaya go¢ edecek bireysel gogmen-
lerin fonlanmasinda kullanilmistir. Ve béylece zengin toprak sahiplerinin topraklarinda
calisacak bir ig¢i sinifi da ortaya ¢ikmustir. Ancak bahse konu olan bu topraklarin satisi,
Avustralya yerli halklarinin topraksizlastirilmas: ve miilksiizlestirilmesini de beraberinde
getirmistir (Elder, 2005, s. 100-102). Bu 6rneklerde de goriilecegi gibi yerlesimci kolon-
yalizmde hemen her zaman rastlanan yerinden etme, miilksiizlestirme uygulamalarini da
beraberinde getirmektedir.

Yerlesimcilerin yeni kolonilere yerlesmesi veya yerlestirilmesi, hemen daima asil yasadik-
lar1 vatanlarindaki bir huzursuzluga veya sikintiya, i¢ siyasal, ekonomik veya sosyolojik vb.
problemlere dayanmaktadir. Bunlar dini, siyasi veya ekonomik sebepler olabildigi gibi et-
nik kaynakli nedenlere de dayanabilir. Ornegin Ingilterede ortaya gikan Piiriten hareketin
mensuplarinin dini ve siyasi saiklerle Amerika’ya go¢ etmesi, yine Ingilterede kral taraftar:
asillerin olusturdugu Cavalier hareketi mensuplarinin Amerika’ya gocii (Nevins & Com-
mager, 2015, s. 30, 32), Ingiltereden Avustralya’ya ve Okyanusyadaki diger adalara siirgiin
edilen mahkamlarin ve toplumun alt tabakasinda yer alip da devlet tarafindan gitmeleri
tegvik edilen fakirlerin gocii seklindedir (Elder, 2005, s. 101). Avrupadaki ve Ingilteredeki
Yahudi dismanligi da Yahudilerin Filistine goge tesvikinde rol oynamistir (Karatas, 2020).
Yani Siyonist hareket, Yahudilerin i¢inde yasamis olduklar: tilkelerin ve toplumlarinin Ya-
hudi kargithgindan beslenmistir (Agnew, 2024, s. 203).
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Miilksiizlestirme, yerlesimci kolonyalizmin hedef alinan bolgedeki kaliciligini saglamak
i¢in bagvurulan yontemlerden bir digeridir. Yerlesimci kolonyalist yapi, getirdigi yerle-
simcileri ele gegirilmek istenen bolgede kalici hale getirmek i¢in onlara ge¢im kaynaklars,
toprak, cesitli kaynaklar-miilkler ve yagam alanlari verirken; bolgenin asil yerlilerinin sa-
hip olduklar: topraklar, ge¢im kaynaklari, yagsam alanlar1 ve hatta evleri ellerinden alinir.
Bu durum yerliler ve yerlesimciler arasinda siddetli ¢atismalara neden olur ve genellikle
durum, yerlesimci somiirgeci yonetim tarafindan yerlesimcilerin korunmasi nedeniyle,
yerlilerin miilkstizlestirilmesi, stirgiin edilmesi ve/veya etnik temizlikle sonuglanir. Yani
yerlesimciler genislemenin bir 6nciisti haline gelerek yerlilerin topraklarinda siirekli-kalic
hale gelirler (Englert, 2022, s. 6). Bu miilksiizlestirmeye siddet de eglik eder ve onu ko-
laylastirir. Miilkstizlestirme siirecinin tamamlayicisi ise yerlesimcilerin yerli halktan gasp
ettikleri kaynaklar1 miilk edinmesidir. Miilkiyetin bu sekilde gasp yoluyla yer degistirmesi
ve miilksiizlestirme, yerlesimci somiirgeci gii¢ ve onun destekgileri tarafindan literatiirde
veya medyada farkli sekilde lanse edilerek siirecin megrulagtirilmasina ¢aligtimaktadir. Or-
negin Avustralya veya diger Okyanusya adalar1 ve Amerika'da maruz kaldiklari yerlesimci
ve miilksiizlestirmeci politikalara mesafeli durmalari sebebiyle yerli halklar modern yagsami
reddeden ve belirli yasam bigimlerini savunan marjinal topluluklar seklinde tartigilir ve
resmedilir. Veya Filistin-Israil 6rneginde oldugu gibi, iizerinde catisan iddialar1 olan tar-
tismal1 topraklarin halklar1 olarak resmedilirler. Dahasi, bu niifuslar genellikle artik var
olmayan ve kaybolmus, geri gelmesi imkansiz, hatta tamamen geri kalmig ve moderniteye
uyum saglamayi reddeden bir halkin ve diinyanin temsilcileri olarak tanimlanirlar (Eng-
lert, 2022, s. 4-5).

Yer isimleri ait olduklar1 bolgenin ge¢misi, kime ait oldugu yani miilkiyeti, karakteri ve
tarihi, politik, sosyolojik, kiiltiirel yapis1 hakkinda bilgi verir. Bir yerin ad1 oranin ge¢gmisine
kimin damga vurdugunu, kimin gekillendirdigini ve kime ait oldugunu gostermektedir. Yer
adlarmin degistirilmesi veya yeniden adlandirma yerlesimci kolonyalizm faaliyetlerinde
¢ok sik rastlanan pratiklerden biridir. Dolayisiyla yer adlari, insanlarin ve toplumlarin ¢ev-
releriyle olan baglantilarini gosteren unsurlardan biri olmasi sebebiyle yerlesimci kolon-
yalist giigler tarafindan yerlerin yeniden adlandirilmasi; yerlilerin topraklarindan izlerini
silmek, yerlesimci faaliyetlere sahne olan yerlerde somiirgeci iktidarin damgasini vurmak
amaciyla gergeklestirilen ve yerlesimci kolonyalistler tarafindan toprak tizerinde hak iddia
etmeye, topragin isgalini mesrulagtirmaya hizmet eden yollardan biri olarak kullanilmigtir
(Williamson, 2023, s. 3, 6). Yani yerlesimcilerin iggal ettikleri bolgedeki toprak iddialari-
n1 normallestirmek i¢in kullanilmaktadir (Murphyao & Black, 2015, s. 2). Yerlesimcilerin
koyduklari yeni yer adlar1 kendi anlam diinyalariyla yiikliidiir ve bu isimlerin ardinda ken-
di hikayeleri bulunmaktadir (Williamson, 2023, s. 3). Bu da topragin miilkiyeti ile beraber
topragn tarihi ge¢misi algisinin da yerlesimci kolonyalistin miilkiine gegirilmesine hiz-
met etmektedir. Ornegin Kanada Ontariodaki Thames Nehri'nin adi, Londradaki ayn1 adli
nehirden alinmistir. Saskatchewan, Regina gibi yerlere verilen beyaz kisilerin isimleri ya
da Ontariodaki Sault Ste. Marie gibi Hristiyan azizlerin isimleri bu tilkeye sonradan gelen
Avrupali yerlesimciler tarafindan yerli adlarinin yerine koyulmustur (Gray & Riick, 2019).
Israil de bir yerlesimci kolonyalist devlet olarak isgal yoluyla varligini insa ettigi Filistin
topraklarindaki biitiin yer isimlerini degistirmis, Ibranilestirmis ve Yahudilestirmistir.
Buna dair verilebilecek yiizlerce 6rnekten yalnizca biri Kudiis yakinlarindaki Deir Yasin
bolgesinin adinin Kfar Sha'ul olarak degistirilmesidir (Wolfe, 2006, s. 389). Burada isim de-
gistirmeye soykirim ve siirgiin de eglik etmekte, tam anlamuiyla bir yerlesimci kolonyalizm
ornegi ortaya ¢itkmaktadir. Bir sonraki boliimde bu konu ayrintilandirilacaktir.
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Yerlesimci kolonyalizmin ve yerlesimci kolonyalistlerin isgal ettikleri topragi miilk edin-
mesine, yerlileri ise miilksiizlestirmesine hizmet eden araglardan digerleri siirgiin ve soyki-
rim-etnik temizlik uygulamalaridir. Klasik somiirgecilikte siddet daha ¢ok somiirge girisim
ve faaliyetlerine karsi olan yerli direnisleri bastirmak amaciyla kullanilan bir ara¢ olmustur.
Bir 6rnek olarak Ingilizlerin sémiirme siirecinde Sudandan gelen “tehditler” neticesinde gi-
ristikleri 1898 Karari (Omdurman) Muharabesinde Ingilizler yalnizca 49 kayip vermigken
11.000 Sudanlryr 6ldiirmisler, 16.000’ini yaralamislardir (Holt, 1961, s. 105). Klasik so-
miirgeciligin miimkiin olabilmesi zaten yerli halkin ve topraklarin zapturapt altina alinma-
styla, bu amag i¢in de siddet kullanilmasiyla miimkiin olmustur. Dolayisiyla bu iki somiir-
gecilik bi¢iminde siddetin kullanim amaci birbirinden farklidir. Osterhammel ve Jansene
gore yalnizca sayica az (klasik) somiirge idareleri baskici ve acimasiz polis rejimi kurmus
olsalar da muhalefetin her tiirliisiine sert gekilde cevap vermiglerdir (2023, s. 80-81). Bu
siddetin amaci somiirme eylemini kolaylagtirmaktir. Yerlesimci kolonyalizmde ise topragin
ve miilkiin asil sahibi olan yerli halk, yerlesimcilerin topragin miilkiyetini ele ge¢irmesinin
ontindeki en bityiik engel olarak goriildiigii igin stirgiin ve soykirim gibi uygulamalar ile bu
“engel” ortadan kaldirilmaya, yerliler yok edilmeye ¢alistimaktadir. Dolayisiyla yerlesimci
kolonyalizmde basvurulan siddetin temel 6zelliklerinden biri, onun “yok etme” ve yerine
yerlesme amacidir. Bu ortadan kaldirma yani yok etmenin birincil sebebi din, 1k, etnik
koken vs. degil, toprag: elde etmektir (Wolfe, 2006, s. 388). Yerliyi “yok etme”, sadece onun
canini almak geklinde degil; ayn1 zamanda onun evini, tarlasini, bag-bahgesini, hayvanlari-
ni1 ve gegim kaynaklarini yok etme seklinde de anlagilmalidir. Yani onun toprakla olan eko-
nomik baglarini da koparmaktir. Yerlilerin soykirimi gibi siirgiin veya zorunlu gog ettirme
uygulamalar1 da yerlesimci kolonyalizmde siklikla rast gelinen uygulamalardir. Boylece
stirglin veya zorunlu gog, bir nevi soykirim-etnik temizlik uygulamalarinin tamamlayicist
olarak ige kogulmaktadir. 1800’1 yillarin ilk yarisinda Seminole, Creek, Choctaw, Chicka-
saw ve Cherokee gibi Amerikan yerli kabilelerinin gerek savagla gerek zorla topraklarini
satin alarak gerekse zorunlu olarak gog ettirilerek Missisipinin dogusundan siiriilmesi, ya-
sam alanlarina beyaz yerlesimcilerin yerlesmesi ve gecim kaynaklarinin ele gegirilmesi bu
duruma bir 6rnek olarak verilebilir (Spencer vd., 1977, s. 425).

Klasik somiirgeci faaliyetlerde, somiirgeci giiclin faaliyetlerini megrulagtirmak igin bag-
vurdugu séylemlerden biri “medenilestirme misyonu” idi. Buna gore somiirgeci giliciin
somiirdigi tilkedeki esas amaglarindan biri de o topraklarda yasayan “ilkel” insanlari is-
tiin beyaz adam olarak medenilestirmekti. Klasik somiirgecilikteki bu sdylemin yerlesimci
kolonyalizmde rastlanan tipi, sahipsiz topraklar ve imar/ihya etme iddias1 seklindedir. Bu
soylemlere gore ya isgal edilip yerlesilen s6z konusu topraklar zaten bogtur ve sahipsizdir,
dolayisiyla bu sahipsiz topraklara, topraksiz bir halkin yerlesmesinin herhangi bir sakin-
cas1 veya kimseye zarar1 yoktur; ya da isgale konu olan topraklarda yasayanlar s6z konusu
topragin kiymetini bilememekte, o topraklar1 imar ve ihya edebilecek, ona hak ettigi degeri
verebilecek olan yalnizca bu yeni yerlesimciler olmaktadir. fkinci duruma, bir énceki pa-
ragrafin sonunda bahsedilen Amerikan yerlilerin Missisipinin dogusundan siiriilme siireci
ornek verilebilir. Bu siirecte yerlesimciler sigir beslemek, bugday ve pamuk yetistirmek,
kereste tiretmek gibi ge¢im kaynaklar: bakimindan biiyiik bir ekonomik refah vaat eden
bu topraklarin Kizilderililerin elinden alinmast i¢in federal hiikiimete baskida bulunmus,
bunun i¢in de Kizilderili kabilelerin toprag ekip bigmedikleri yani onun kiymetini bilme-
dikleri, Amerika Birlesik Devletlerinin giderek genislemesinin ilahi bir emir yani kader
oldugu dolayisiyla kaginilmaz oldugu seklinde sdylemler yayginlagtirilmigtir (Smithsonian
American Art Museum, t.y.). Yine birinci durumda bahsedilen, yani isgal edilen toprak-
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larin yerlesimciler gelmeden 6nce zaten bos oldugu séylemi de Amerika, Avustralya veya
diger isgal edilen bolgeler i¢in Batililarca siklikla bagvurulan bir séylem olmustur. Yahudi
yerlesimcilerin Filistin topraklarina yerlestirilerek burada bir “Yahudi yurdu” kurulmasi
stirecinde ve giintimiizde bu iki séylemden de yararlanilmaktadir.

Yukarida siralanan genel ozellikler, yerlesimci kolonyalizmi klasik kolonyalizmden ayiran
temel uygulamalardir. Yerlesimci kolonyalist faaliyetlerde ¢ok bilyiik oranda bu uygulama-
larin hepsine birden bagvurulmaktadir. Bir sonraki béliimde Israil'in gegmisten bugiine
yerlesimci kolonyalist mahiyeti, yukarida analiz edilen uygulamalar tizerinden ag¢iklana-
caktir.

Israil’in Yerlesimci-Kolonyalist Mahiyeti

Yerlesimci kolonyalizmde (veya klasik kolonyalizmde) esas olarak kolonyalizm hareketle-
rini, sémiirme faaliyetlerini ve bunlarla ilintili tiim eylemleri planlayan, yiiriiten ve hayata
gegiren bir merkez tilke (metropol) bulunmaktadir. 19. yiizyilin sonlarindan itibaren Filis-
tin topraklarinin kolonizasyonunda bu kolonizasyon faaliyetlerini organize eden merkez
bir tilke olmamasi yerlesimci kolonyalizm tanimina tezat gibi gértinebilmektedir. Bunun
yerine yerlesimci kolonyalizmin esas olarak hareketlerini, stratejisini ve ilerleyisini yani
denizasir1 kolonizasyonu planlayacak ve organize edecek bir merkez devlet 6rgiitlenme-
sine Siyonist hareket sahip olmadig: igin, bu gérevi yerine getirecek olan bir “yari-devlet
aygit1” olarak Diinya Siyonist Orgiitii'nii kurmus ve onun altinda genis bir organizasyon ag1
inga etmistir (Sayegh, 2012, s. 210). Diinya Siyonist Orgiitii, Yahudi Ajansi, Histadrut gibi
orgiitler, yani kisaca olusturulan bu organizasyon agy; diinyanin ¢esitli yerlerinden Yahu-
dilerin getirilip Filistin topraklarina yerlestirilmesi, bunlarin Filistinde miilk edindirilmesi
ve toprak sahibi yapilmasi, bu faaliyetler i¢in gerekli olan fonlarin kiiresel ¢apta toplanmasi
ve Filistin'in kolonizasyonuna yonlendirilmesi, silahli 6rgiitler kurma, Filistin'in yerli halk:
ile miicadele, uluslararas: arenada gii¢ ve destek kazanma miicadelesi, belli bir giice eris-
tikten sonra siddet de dahil olmak iizere gesitli yontemler uygulayarak Ingilizlerin Filistin
mandasindan ¢ekilip Israil'in kurulusunun ilan edilmesi gibi birgok alanda yerlesimci s6-
miirgeci faaliyetleri ytriitmiistiir. Boylece bu 6rgiitler yerlesimci kolonyalizmdeki merkez
tilke (metropol) gorevini yerine getirmistir. Dolayisiyla Filistin topraklarinin kolonizasyo-
nunda 1948den 8nce Diinya Siyonist Orgiitii, Yahudi Ajansi, Histadrut gibi olusumlar Fi-
listin topraklarinin kolonizasyonunu organize edip hayata gecirilmesi siirecini yonetirken;
1948'den sonra resmen ilan edilen Israil devlet yapilanmasi bu gorevi yerine getirmis, Filis-
tin topraklarinin ele gegirilmedik kisimlarinin yerlesimci kolonizasyonu ile giderek alanini
genisletmistir.

1897deki Birinci Siyonist Kongresinde ilan edilen “Siyonizmin amaci Yahudi halki igin
Eretzlsrael topraklarinda hukukun giivencesi altinda bir yurt yaratmaktir” (Jewish Virtual
Library, t.y.) ifadesine gére Siyonizm hareketinin esas amacinin, kendilerinin EretzIsrael
yani tarihi Filistin topraklarini isaret ettikleri bolgede bir Yahudi yurdu kurmak oldugu
acikea ortaya konmaktadir. Belli bir halkin (Filistinlilerin) yasadig: bir topragin hedeflenen
Yahudi yurdunun kurulacag: yer olarak belirlenmesi ve ilan edilmesi, Siyonist hareketin
ve Israil'in kurulugunun agik¢a en basindan beri yerlesimci kolonyalist oldugunu géster-
mektedir. Dolayisiyla Siyonist hareket ve Israil, kurulusunun hedeflendigi giinden bugiine
yerlesimci kolonyalist karakter {izerine bina edilmistir. Yerlesimci somiirgeciligin en temel
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ozelligi, oranin yerlisi olmayan herhangi bir halki-yerlesimcileri gesitli stratejiler dogrul-
tusunda hedef alinan topraklara getirip yerlestirmek ve zamanla ¢ogunluk durumuna ge-
tirmek oldugundan dolay: srail, tam olarak bu tanimin gésterdigi yol ve ydntemle filiz-
lendirilmeye baglamustir. Pappe’nin ifade ettigi gibi (2017, s. 42), yerlesimciler kendilerine
yagayacak bir yer, bir ev degil bir anavatan aramaktaydilar, fakat bu topraklar zaten hali
hazirda bagka bir toplumun ytizlerce yildir yasayageldigi anavataniydi.

Israil, agagida aciklanacag1 gibi, tiim yerlesimci kolonyalist 6zellikleri biinyesinde bulun-
durmakla birlikte ayn1 zamanda yerlesimci kolonyalizmin uygulamalarini agan, ona yeri
kavramlar, yontemler ekleyen ve onu genisleten bir olusum olarak da ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.
Ornegin diger baska yerlesimci kolonyalizme sahne olan topraklar (Amerika, Avustralya
gibi), Israil'in Filistin topraklarina yiikledigi gibi herhangi bir kutsal anlama veya éneme
sahip degildi. Baslangicta bu kolonyalist amag i¢in Arjantin veya Afrikadaki bazi topraklar
giindeme getirilse de Filistinde karar kilinmigti. Ctinki Filistin topraklar1 Yahudi kutsal
metinlerinde gegen Siyona (Kudiis) donis, secilmis halk, vaat edilmis topraklar gibi 6g-
retilerin tam merkezinde yer aliyordu ve Siyonizm ideolojisi de bu 6gretiler {izerine bina
edilmisti. Yani Siyonizm esas olarak dini referanslara atifta bulunarak insa edilmistir. Bu
ogretiler tizerine fikri temelleri atilan Siyonizm ideolojisine gore kolonizasyon, ulus ingasi-
nin bir araci olarak planlanmigti (Sayegh, 1965, s. 2). Ayni zamanda dini referansh kavram-
lara atifta bulunulmasi da yine bir arag olarak ise kosulmaktaydi.

Masalhaya gore (politik) Siyonist hareket olusumundan itibaren yerlesimci kolonyalist ve
ayn1 zamanda sekiiler ve biiytik oranda din aleyhtar: temellere dayanmaktadir. Buna gére
Siyonizm Filistindeki yerlesimci kolonyalist hedeflerini gerceklestirebilmek i¢in hedeflerini
kutsal metinlerdeki anlatilara, se¢ilmis halk-se¢ilmis topraklar sdylemine, Yahudi gelenegi
ve kutsal metinlerine dayandirmaya ¢aligmigtir. Uzak gegmisten bu sekilde segici bir ayirt
edicilikle Siyonizmin ve Yahudi dinsel geleneginin inga edilmesiyle olusturulan Siyonist
soylem aslinda 19. yiizyil sonlarinda Dogu ve Orta Avrupanin ideolojik ve tarihsel kogulla-
rinin bir sonucu olarak ortaya ¢ikan bir ulusal harekettir (2007, s. 1-3). Filistin’in toprakla-
rinin “kurtarilmasr’, yerlesimci kolonilestirme, Filistin cografyasinin Yahudilestirilmesi ve
Ibranilestirilmesi, Filistin topraklarinin demografik déniisiimii gibi kavramlar Siyonizmin
basindan itibaren daimi temel kavramlar: olmustur (Masalha, 2007, s. 19). Pappe’ye gore
de Siyonizm, 19. yiizyilin son on yillarinda Orta ve Dogu Avrupada Yahudiler tizerindeki
baskinin giderek artmasiyla ortaya ¢ikan bir ulusal harekettir. Bu ulusal hareket 20. yiizyilin
baslarina gelindiginde Filistin’in kolonilestirilmesi ile Yahudi halkinin uyanigini birbiriyle
bagdastirmaktaydi. Herzl'in kolonilestirilecek yerin Filistin olup olmamasi konusundaki
celigkili tutumlarina ragmen, o 1904’te 6ldiikten sonra kolonilestirilecek yerin Filistin ol-
mas1 konusunda Siyonist hareket ve onun liderleri tam bir mutabakat halindeydi (Pappe,
2022, s. 33).

Tiim bu faaliyetler, yerlesimci kolonyalizmin ilk ve en temel 6zelligi olan yurt edinme ama-
cina hizmet etmektedir. Bu amacin en 6nemli noktas: yerlesimcilerin getirilip yerlestirilme-
sidir. Ornegin Osmanli idaresi altinda bazi durumlarda yasaklanmasina ragmen Filistin'e
olan siirekli gogler ve Yahudi kolonizasyonu neticesinde 1839'da 10 bin olan Filistindeki
Yahudi niifusu 1914'e kadar yaklagik 100 bine ¢ikmus, yani on kat artmistir (Karpat, 2003, s.
322). Ingiliz mandas1 déneminde ise yaklagik 300 bin civarinda Yahudi gogmen bu bolgeye
getirilip yerlestirilmistir (Taylor, 2000, s. 55). Gerner, 1922 yilina ait Ingiliz kaynaklarina
dayanarak Filistinde 750 binden fazla kisinin yasadigini, bu niifusun ytizde 78’inin Miislii-
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man Arap, yiizde 11’inin Yahudi, yilizde 10 civarinin ise Hristiyan oldugunu ifade etmek-
tedir. Bu Yahudi niifusunun yerlesimci kolonyalist oldugunu kanitlar nitelikte, Miisliiman
Araplar ve Hristiyanlar Filistin dogumlu olmasina ragmen Yahudilerin igte ikisinin son 40
yilda bolgeye go¢ edip yerlesmis oldugunun kuvvetle muhtemel oldugunu ifade etmektedir
(1991, s. 11). Yahudi yerlesimci kolonizasyonu ve yurt edindirme faaliyetleri 1948 yilinda
Israil devletinin kurulmasiyla da son bulmamistir. Diinyanin her tarafindan getirilen Yahu-
di yerlesimciler kaplayabilecekleri en genis alan dikkate alinacak sekilde Filistin topraklari-
na yerlestirilmisler, Filistinlilerin yasadiklar1 alan ise giderek kiigtilttilmiigtiir.

1948 Nekbesinin hemen 6ncesinde Filistin'in demografik yapisi hala daha ¢ogunlukla Arap
ve Filistinli agirliktaydi. 1948'de Ingiltere, Filistin mandasindan cekilerek bu topraklarin
kaderinin belirlenmesini Birlesmis Milletlere biraktiginda Filistin topraklarinda ¢ogu son
yillarda yerlestirilmis 600.000 Yahudi’ye kargilik 1,3 milyon Filistinli bulunuyordu (Pap-
pé, 2011, s. 17-18). Yani Filistinliler Yahudi niifusunun iki kat1 kadardi (Rodinson, 1973,
s. 19). Cografi dagilimda ise Yahudiler topragin yiizde 7'sinden daha azina sahip bulun-
maktaydi. Buna karsilik bazi bolgelerin tamami ve ¢ogu ekili dikili arazi Filistinlilere aitti.
Buna ragmen Birlesmis Milletler Filistinde sanki iki esit aktor varmig gibi faaliyetlerini
yuriitmekteydi. Bu politikalarin ve Yahudi liderlerin baskilarinin bir sonucu olarak Birles-
mis Milletler, Yahudilerin Filistine sinirsiz go¢iine izin verilmesini ve Filistin topraklarinin
%55'ini Yahudi devletine vermeyi onayladi. 1948 yilinin Mayis ayinda [srail devletinin ila-
niyla baglayan Arap-Israil Savagr'ndan ii¢ ay énce Yahudi silahli 6rgiitlenmeleri biiyiik bir
etnik temizlige baslads, Filistinlileri evlerinden, topraklarindan ve tarlalarindan ¢ikarmaya,
koyleri yok etmeye giristi (Pappé, 2011, s. 17-18), Filistinliler biiyiik sehirlerin timiinden
¢ikartildi. Bir¢ok Filistinli 6ldiiriildd, topraklarindan siiriildi, milkleri ellerinden alindi,
miilteci kamplarina taginmak zorunda kaldilar. Geriye kalan ¢ok az Filistinli bulunduk-
lar1 bolgelerde azinlik haline geldi. 1948-1949 Savast ile birlikte yaklagik 750 bin Filistinli
topraklarindan, yani kendi anavatanlarindan kovuldu. Bu sekilde Yahudi giigleri BM tara-
findan kendilerine verilen topraklara bir %23’likk oran daha ekleyerek 1950 yilinin Ocak
ayina kadar Israil yerlesimci kolonyalist devleti, Filistin topraklarinin yaklasik %80'ini ele
gecirmis oldu (Pappé, 2011, s. 17-18; Rodinson, 1973; Shihade, 2012, s. 109; Abdulfattah,
1983, s. 104). Boylece yerlesimci kolonyalizmin en ¢ok 6n plana ¢ikan iki 6zelligi, yurt edin-
me ve yerli unsurlar1 yerinden etme siiregleri Israil yerlesimci kolonyalist devleti ve Yahudi
yerlesimciler tarafindan birlikte uygulanmig-yiirtitilmasgtir.

1967 Savagrndan da Israil; iggalci, ilhakg, yayilmaci 6zelliklerini giiglendirerek ¢ikmis, top-
raklarina Arap topraklarmnin bir kismini daha eklemistir (Rodinson, 1973, s. 16). Bugiin
Gazze ve Bati Seriada kiigiik ve bazi bolgelerde Yahudi yerlesimleriyle oyuklar haline geti-
rilmis Filistinli topraklar1 disinda, Israil yerlesimci kolonyalizmi Filistin'in tamamini ele ge-
girmis durumdadir. Israil devletini var eden temel unsur yerlesimcilik olduguna gore, onun
devamini saglayacak olan da yine yerlesimci kolonyalist faaliyetlerin devam ettirilmesidir.
Israil bunun farkindadir ve bu yiizden yerlesimci kolonyalist faaliyetler cesitli stratejiler
dogrultusunda bugiin de devam etmektedir. 1967 Savast ve isgaliyle Israil, Bat1 Seriada 2
milyon déntimden fazla araziyi Yahudi yerlesim yerleri inga etmek, iskan ettigi yerlesimci
niifusun hizmetine sunulacak yeni resmi yollar yapmak, tarim ve sanayi alanlarini genis-
letmek, kontrol edilen topraklar1 genisletmek gibi yerlesimci kolonyalist stratejilerle ele
gegirmistir. Bunun i¢in mahkeme kararlari, hakimler, yasal danigmanlar, askerler ve kol-
luk kuvvetleri, siddet uygulamalar1 vs. kullanilmaktadir. Sonug olarak devletin bu organize
yerlesimci kolonyalist faaliyetleri ile Bat1 Seria her yerinden dagitilmis, Filistinlilerin yasam
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alanlar1 oyuklar ve benekler halinde par¢alanmis ve giderek eritilmis, Filistinliler giindelik
yagsamlarinda bir yerden bagka bir yere giderken ge¢meleri gereken bariyerler ve polis-asker
kontrol noktalariyla, zaman zaman da yagsamlarini tehdit eden siddete maruz kalma riskiyle
yagamak zorunda birakilmislardir (B’ Tselem, 2021). Dolayisiyla halihazirda yerlesimcilik
ve yerlesimci kolonyalist faaliyetler Israilde bireysel bir faaliyet degil; devlet kontroli, esgii-
diimii ve planlamasi altinda devlet eliyle yiiriitiilen faaliyetler biitiiniidiir. Bu da Israil'i tam
anlamiyla bir yerlesimci kolonyalist devlet yapmaktadir.

Israil'in yerlesimci kolonyalist bir yap1 oldugunu kanitlayan bir diger olay, 1948 ve 1967
savaglarinda yerinden edilen yiizbinlerce Filistinlinin “geri doniis hakki’na sahip oldugu ve
bu hakki istedigi gibi kullanabilecegi Birlesmis Milletler tarafindan onaylanmasina ragmen
Israil'in bu karari tanimamasi, Filistinlilerin geri doniisiine tamamen engel olmasidir. Bu
yerinden etmenin zaten bilingli oldugunu kanitlar nitelikte, 1948 Nekbe'si ile birlikte Israil
zaten zorla ve siddetle tahliye ettigi Filistinli koylerini alelacele yeni Yahudi yerlesmeleri-
ne ve ormanlara doniistiirmeye, evleri yikip Filistinli yerlesim yerlerini harabeye ¢evirerek
geri donecek bir yer birakmamaya girismis; etnik temizlik, hapis cezasy, her tiirlii siddet ve
kursuna dizme gibi yontemlerle geri kalan Filistinlileri de tamamen “temizlemeye” ugras-
mistir (Pappe, 2022, s. 232-233). Israil'in diinyadaki her Yahudiye Israile kalici olarak yer-
lesme hakk: vermesi politikasi, Filistinlerin geri doniis hakkini tanimayan ve geri doniisleri
tamamen engelleyen politikasiyla birbirini tamamlamakta ve Israil'in tamamen yerlegimci
kolonyalist karakterini ortaya ¢ikarmaktadir. Wolfe'iin dedigi gibi (2006, s. 388) “Yerlesimci
somiirgecilik, yerine yenisini koymak i¢in yok eder”. Bu iki politika, kuruldugu giinden bu-
giine kadar devam etmekte oldugundan dolay Israil devleti ve yapisi yerlesimci kolonyalist
politikalarla var olmus ve giiniimiizde de stirekli yerlesimci kolonyalist faaliyetlerle (bknz.
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, t.y.) devamliligin
saglayabilmektedir.

Bu siire¢ ayn1 zamanda miilksiizlestirme politikalarini da i¢inde barindirmaktadir. Yerin-
den edilen Filistinliler miilksiizlestirilerek geri donmeleri ya tamamen imkéansiz hale geti-
rilmekte, ya da miilksiizlestirme yoluyla Filistinlilerin topraklarindan gitmeye zorlanmasi
seklinde olmaktadir. Yani miilksiizlestirme, yerinden etme ve yurt edinme politikalarinin
tamamlayicist olarak ise kogulmaktadir. Israil tarihi bagindan giiniimiize kadar bir miilk-
stizlegtirme tarihidir. Ancak yine de somut bir drnek vermek gerekirse 1948 yilinda Israil'in
kurulusu ile Bat1 Kudiis ve Hayfa'daki evlerinden Yahudi isgalciler yliziinden kagmak veya
buralar: terk etmek zorunda kalan Filistinliler, 1950'lerde Dogu Kudiis'teki Seyh Cerrah
mahallesine yerlesip burada yagamaya baglamiglardir. 2021 yilinda srail buradaki Filistin-
lileri zorla ¢ikarip ve miilklerini ellerinden alip yerlerine Yahudi yerlesimcileri yerlestirmek
i¢in harekete ge¢mis, bunun i¢in sekiz Filistinli ailenin tahliye edilerek yerlerine Yahudi-
lerin taginmasina izin vermistir. Bu isgal ve miilksiizlestirmeye kars: ¢ikan Filistinlileri ise
siddet kullanarak bastirma yoluna gitmistir (Ayyub, El-Haroun & Farrell, 2021). Bu olay
2021'de vuku bulsa da Israil'in Dogu Kudiis'ii tahliye plani ok daha énceye dayanmaktadur.
Gergek su ki Israil'in baslangicindan bugiine var olusu ve hala bu varligini giinden giine
genisletmesi tamamen bu taktiklerle olmaktadur. Israil yasalari, 1948 dncesine ait herhangi
bir miilkiyetini kanitlayabilen Yahudilere Kudiis miilklerini talep etme hakki verirken Bat
Kudiis'teki evlerini kaybeden Filistinliler i¢in boyle bir yasa gegerli degildir (Holmes, 2021).
Bu durum Filistinlileri miilksiizlestirmenin sistematik bir Israil devlet politikasi oldugunu
da gozler oniine sermektedir.

Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesi Dergisi, X/1 (2025) | 39



Israil’i Yerlesimci Kolonyalizm Tarihine Yerlestirmek

Yeniden adlandirma, Israil’in Filistin topraklarinin sehir, kéy, kasaba ve diger tiim birimle-
rinin adlarini degistirerek bu adlar1 Ibranicelestirme ve Yahudilestirme politikast dogrultu-
sunda uyguladig1 yontemlerden bir digeridir. Yer adlari, Filistin topraklarinin Filistinlilere
ait oldugunu kanitlayan ¢ok 6nemli tarihi ve cografi bir unsurdur. Yer adlar1 degistirilerek
cografyanin ve yerlerin isimlerinin Yahudilestirilmesi-ibranilestirilmesi amaglanmakta,
bolgedeki Israil yerlesimci varligina temeller iiretilmeye caligilmaktadir. Ornegin Tabe-
riyenin ismi ‘Tiberias, Nasira ‘Nazareth, Yafa Taffa, El-Halil ‘Hebron, Kudiis Jerusalem,
Birlissebi ‘Beersheva’ (Abdulfattah, 1983, s. 109) olarak degistirilmistir. Bir bagka 6rnek
1948 Savagryla isgal ve tahrip edilip tamamen bosaltilan Beyt Mahsir ve Suba isimli Fi-
listin kdylerinin yerine Israil kasaba ve kooperatif giftlikleri insa edilerek isimleri sirastyla
Beit Meir ile Kibbutz Tzova olarak degistirilmistir (Davis, 2016, s. 31). Israil'deki tiim yer-
lesmeler ve yer adlar1 aslinda bu duruma 6rnektir. Yeniden adlandirma, Israil yerlesimci
kolonyalizmini cografyaya yerlestirmek ve pekistirmek amaciyla Israil'in sik bagvurdugu
yontemlerden biridir. Aslinda degistirilmis her bir yer ismi Israil'in yerlesimci kolonyalist
olugunun kanitidir.

Siirgiin ve soykirim-etnik temizlik yontemleri Israil'in baslangicindan bugiine, Filistin top-
raklarini ele gegirmek icin en ¢ok bagvurdugu ydntemler olmustur. Israil kurulusundan
once Filistin topraklarinda siirgiin ve etnik temizlik-soykirim uygulamalarina baglamus,
Ingiliz mandasi sona erdikten sonra bu faaliyetlerini hizlandirmistir. Ornegin daha Israil'in
kurulusundan 6nce Aralik 1947de Yahudiler Filistinlilerin yagadigi koy ve mahallelerde
etnik temizlik ve siirgiine baglamig, bu Yahudi saldirilar1 yaklagik 75 bin Filistinlinin toplu
gociine neden olmustur. 1948 yilinin bagindan itibaren Yahudi giigleri etnik temizlik ve
yerinden etme faaliyetlerine agirlik vermistir. 1948 yilinin Subat ayinin ortasinda Yahudi
birlikleri 5 Filistinli koytinii sadece bir giinde bosaltmustir. 10 Mart 1948 tarihli Dalet Plan1
ile ilk hedef Nisan ayinin sonuyla birlikte Filistin kent merkezlerinin tamamen isgal edil-
mesi olmugtur. Bu girisimle yaklasik 250 bin Filistinli yerinden edilmis, ¢ok sayida katliam
yapilmistir. Bunlardan en bilineni Deir Yasin katliamidir (Pappe, 2022, s. 70). Israil giinii-
miize kadar bu soykirim-etnik temizlik ve siirgiin faaliyetlerine devam etmistir-etmektedir.
Zaten bu donemdeki ¢atigmalar; Mayis 1948de Yahudi devletinin ilani, bu devletin sinir-
larinin genigletilmesi ve Filistin topraklarinda yasayan Araplarin ¢ogunun evlerinden-top-
raklarindan siiriilmesi veya kagmak zorunda birakilmalari ile sonuglanmigtir (Davis, 2016,
s. 36). Dolayistyla bu duruma fsrail tarihinden binlerce 6rnek vermek miimkiindiir. Etnik
temizlik uygulamalarina en son érnek 7 Ekim olaylariyla baglayan Israil'in Gazze saldirila-
ridir. Israil bu saldirilarla 48 binden fazla insan1 ldiirmiistiir ve bu say1 enkaz altindaki in-
sanlarin ¢ikarilmasiyla her gecen giin daha da artmaktadir (Asmar, 2025). Filistin Merkez
Istatistik Biirosu’na gore 7 Ekim 2023’ten 1 Ocak 2025 tarihine kadar ki siirede Israil Gazze
niifusunun yaklagik yiizde 6’sin1 6ldiirmiistiir. Bu oranin biiyiikliigii Israil'in etnik temizlik
niyetini ortaya koymaktadir. Israil 6lii sayisindan ¢ok daha fazla sayida insan1 yaralamis ve
yerinden etmistir (Reuters, 2025). Dolayistyla Gazze ve Gazze halki bugiin eskisinden ¢ok
daha kéttt durumdadir, ¢ok biiytik kayiplar vermistir ve mahalleler tam anlamiyla harabeye
dénmiistiir. Israil'in bu faaliyetleri, tarihi Filistin topraklarini tamamen Yahudilestirmeden
ve [srail yerlesimci kolonyalizmini bu topraklarin tamamina yerlestirmeden durmayacagi-
ni1 akla getirmektedir.

Yukaridaki yerlesimci kolonyalizm uygulamalari ve Israil’in faaliyetleri kargilagtirmali ola-
rak incelendiginde Israil'in yerlesimci kolonyalizmin tiim sartlarini yerine getirdigi, yer-
lesimci kolonyalizmin metotlarin: Filistin halki ve topraklar: tizerinde uygulayageldigi ve
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tiim 6zellikleriyle yerlesimci kolonyalist bir devlet oldugu gériilmektedir. {srail yerlesimci
kolonyalist uygulamalara Bat1 Seria topraklarinda 6zellikle yasadis1 yerlesimciler, yol yapi-
my, ayrim duvarlary, yerlesimciler i¢in konut alanlarinin inga edilmesi, goban karakollari vs.
gibi farkli uygulamalar1 da katarak giinimiizde de devam etmektedir. Soykirim, etnik te-
mizlik, siirgiin gibi uygulamalar ise 7 Ekim 2023’te baglayan olaylarla Gazzede bir kez daha
dogrudan uygulamaya konulmustur. Israil'in biitiin bu faaliyetleri, onun yerlesimci kolon-
yalizmci amaglarina ulagmak i¢in kullandigi metotlardir. Dolayisiyla yerlesimci kolonyalist
metotlar1 uygulamadan Israil'in varlig1 diisiiniilemezdi. Sonug olarak Israil’in nihai hedefi
ve tiim bu yerlesimci kolonyalist pratiklerinin amaci Filistin topraklarinin tamamen ele
gecirilmesi ve Filistinlilerin tamamen bu topraklardan ¢ikarilmasidir. Israil'in bu yerlegim-
ci kolonyalist uygulamalarinin sonucunda yiizbinlerce Filistinli 6ldiriilmiis, milyonlarcas:
topraklarini terk etmek zorunda kalmis ve diinyanin gesitli yerlerinde miilteci konumuna
diigmislerdir. Yiizbinlerce Filistinli miilteci kamplarinda ve ¢adirlarda hayatlarini siirdiir-
mekte, bir giin vatanlarina dénmenin ézlemi iginde yasamaktadir. Israil yerlesimci kolon-
yalist devleti, Filistin topraklari i¢cinde sadece Bat1 Seria ve Gazze'de daracik bir yagam alani-
na stkigip kalan Filistinlilerden de yine ayn1 yerlesimci kolonyalist uygulamalarla tamamen
“kurtulmaya” ¢aligmaktadir. Oyleyse Filistinlilerin topraklarinin geri alinmasi ancak Israil
yerlesimci kolonyalizminin dekolonizasyonu ile miimkiindiir. Dekolonizasyon daha ¢ok
klasik kolonyalizm s6z konusu oldugunda devreye giren bir olaylar biitiinii oldugundan
dolay1 onu yerlesimci kolonyalizmin sokiiliip atilmasinda ise kogmak oldukga zor olacaktir.
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Sonug

Kolonyalizm genel bir kavram olarak kullanilsa da uygulamada onun farkli bigimleri
mevcuttur. Avrupalilarin Cografi Kesifler ile birlikte isgal ettigi topraklarm bir kisminda
uyguladiklari, somiirgelestirilen bolgenin kaynaklarini anavatana tagimay: hedefleyen ve
yerlesimci olmayan kolonyalizm tipine klasik kolonyalizm ad:i verilmektedir. Amerika,
Okyanusya ve Afrikanin bazi kisimlarinda uyguladiklar: ve kaynaklarmin sémiiriilmesiyle
birlikte ¢ok miktarda yerlesimcinin taginip buralara yerlestirilmesi, yerlilerin yok edilmesi
ve miilksiizlestirilmesi, topragin tamamen el degistirmesi ve yerlesimcilerin s6z konusu
bolgeyi yurt edinmesi seklinde olan tipi ise yerlesimci kolonyalizm olarak adlandirilmak-
tadir. Yerlesimci kolonyalizmde yerlesme ve topragin-iilkenin el degistirmesi hedeflerini
gerceklestirmek igin yurt edinme, yerinden etme, miilksiizlestirme, yeniden adlandirma,
stirgiin ve soykirim-etnik temizlik yontemleri uygulanmaktadir. Bu uygulamalarin nihai
hedefi topraklarin-iilkenin asil sahibi olan yerlilerin yok edilmesi, kovulmasi, yerinden
edilmesi ve yerine yeni bir halkin yani yerlesimcilerin yerlesmesi, miilk edinmesi yani
miilkiyetin el degistirmesi ve bu topraklar1 yurt edinmesidir. Ancak bu tamamen suni bir
olusum ve oldu-bittidir.

Gegmiste Batili somiirgeciler tarafindan gesitli cografyalarda uygulanan bu yerlesimci ko-
lonyalizm ydnteminin giiniimiizdeki tipik 6rnegi Israildir. Diinya Siyonist Orgiitii, Yahu-
di Ajansi, Siyonizm hareketi ve 6nde gelen Yahudi liderleri eliyle ilk 6nce olusturulacak
Yahudi yurdu igin Filistin topraklar: secilmis, daha sonra go¢ ve yurt edinme, yerinden
etme, miilksiizlestirme, yeniden adlandirma, siirgiin ve soykirim-etnik temizlik yéntemleri
uygulanmaya girisilmistir. Israil tarihi tamamen bu uygulamalardan olusmaktadir. Béylece
diinyanin gesitli iilkelerinden getirilen Yahudiler Filistin topraklarina gog ettirilip yerlesti-
rilmis, oray1 yurt edinmeleri i¢in toprak ve ge¢im kaynaklari tahsis edilmis, yerli Filistin-
liler yerinden edilmis, miilksiizlestirilmis, stirgiin, soykirim ve etnik temizlik ile tamamen
yok edilmeye girisilmis, onlardan bosalan sehirlere, kdy ve kasabalara Yahudi yerlesimciler
yerlestirilmis, cografyanin tamamen Yahudilestirilmesi ve Ibranicelegtirilmesi i¢in yer ad-
lar1 degistirilmistir. Béylece giintimiizden bir yiizyil oncesinde ¢ok daha farkli bir niifus
kompozisyonu gosteren Filistin topraklart Herzl'in deyimiyle bugiin bir “Yahudi yurdu”
haline getirilmistir.

Literatiirdeki giincel tartigmalardan biri Israil'in yerlesimci kolonyalist bir devlet olup ol-
madigidir. Bu arastirmada klasik kolonyalizm ile yerlesimci kolonyalizm karsilastirilmas,
yerlesimci kolonyalizmin 6zellikleri ortaya konulmus, Israilin olusumu ve Filistin top-
raklarindaki faaliyetleri yerlesimci kolonyalizm ¢ergevesinde analiz edilmistir. Bu analiz
sonucunda goriilmektedir ki Israil bir yerlesimci kolonyalist olusumdur ve yerlesimci ko-
lonyalist uygulamalar olmaksizin Israil'in varlig1 diigiiniilemezdi. Dahasi bugiin artik Israil,
yerlesimci kolonyalizm uygulamalarini agan, ona yeri kavramlar, yontemler ekleyen ve onu
genisleten bir olusum olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Gegtigimiz ytizyillarda Batili devletlerin
gesitli cografyalarda uyguladig1 yerlesimci kolonyalizmin tarihinde 20. ve 21. yiizyildaki
karsilig1 Israil'in Filistin topraklarindaki varlig1 ve faaliyetleridir.
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Demokratik Kapitalizmin Krizi’ adli kitabi tahlil etmeden once yazar Martin Wolf’un kisa
olarak takdim etmek kitabi daha iyi anlamamiza yardimei olacaktir. 1946 yilinda Ingilte-
re’nin baskenti Londrada dogan Martin Wolf, ¢agimizin 6nde gelen ekonomi yazarlarindan
biri olarak, kiiresel finans, uluslararas: siyaset ve ekonomik sistemler tizerine ayrintili ana-
lizleriyle taninir. Financial Times gazetesinin bas ekonomi yorumcusu olarak uzun yillardir
diinyadaki ekonomik ve politik gelismeleri yorumlamaktadir. Akademik kariyerini Oxford
Universitesi'nde tamamlayan Wolf, 6zellikle 2008 kiiresel finans krizinden bu yana kapita-
lizmin yapisal sorunlariyla ilgili ¢ok sayida elestirel makale ve kitap kaleme almistir.

2023 yilinda yayimlanan The Crisis of Democratic Capitalism (Demokratik Kapitalizmin
Krizi), hem ekonomistlerin hem de siyaset bilimcilerin dikkatle takip ettigi bir eserdir. Wolf
bu kitapta, demokratik rejimlerle serbest piyasa kapitalizminin tarihsel olarak kurdugu it-
tifakin, giintimiizde ciddi bir kirllma noktasina geldigini ileri stirmektedir. Eser, 6zellikle
liberal demokrasilerin neden zaman igerisinde popiilist ve otoriter yonetim bigimlerine
yoneldigi, gelir dagilimindaki esitsizliklerin ve ekonomik elitizmin bu ge¢is asamasina nasil
fayda sagladig: gibi kritik sorulara yanit aramaktadr.

* Yiiksek Lisans, Istanbul Medeniyet Universitesi, Iktisat Béliimii, furkanaltikardesler@gmail.com. ORCID: 0009-
0009-2527-508X
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Demokratik Kapitalizmin Krizi

Kitap {i¢ ana kisim etrafinda kurgulanmigtir:
« Kapitalizm ve demokrasinin evrimi,
« Icinde bulundugumuz krizin sebepleri,
o Krize karg1 ¢6ziim Onerileri.

Martin Wolf’a gore Bat1 diinyasinda demokrasi ile kapitalizm uzun yillar boyunca birbirini
destekleyen iki 6nemli sistem olmustur. Ancak son otuz yilda bu denge bozulmus, piya-
salarin siyasi giicii agir1 derecede etkilemeye baglamasi, artik ekonominin siyasetten daha
belirleyici bir rol oynamasi 6zellikle 2008 krizi sonrasinda artan toplumsal giivensizlik ve
esitsizlik, sistemin isleyisini sorgulatir hale gelmis ve siyasal yapi taslar1 buna bir ¢oziim
aramaya baglamislardur.

Wolf’un ise bu konu hakkindaki temel tezi sudur: Kapitalizm artik demokratik kurumlari
gliclendirmek yerine onlari zayiflatiyor; zira servet birikimi ile siyasi gii¢ arasinda dogru-
dan bir iligki olusmus durumda. Bu durum, "pliitokrasiye" (zenginlerin iktidar1) giden yolu
acarken halkin devlet kurumlarina olan giivenini de agindirmaktadir.

Yazar, konuya kitapta ilk olarak kapitalizmin ge¢misten giiniimiize nasil bir gelisgim kay-
dettiginin tstiinde durarak baglamistir. 18.yilizyilda baglayan Sanayi Devrimi sonrasinda
ortaya ¢ikan piyasa sistemleri, 6zellikle 20. ylizyilin ortalarinda sosyal refah devletiyle har-
manlanarak demokratik yapilarla biitiinlesmistir. Bu dénemde, devletin piyasalar1 diizen-
lemesi, gelir dagilimini dengelemesi ve kamusal hizmetleri saglamasi sayesinde genis halk
kesimleri ekonomik biiyiimeden faydalanabilmis ve ¢ok uluslu sirketlerin ortaya ¢ikmasi
icin zemin hazirlanmistir.

Ancak 1980'lerden itibaren ytikselen neo-liberal ideoloji, bu dengeyi bozmustur. Ronald
Reagan ve Margaret Thatcher'n 6nciiliigiinii yaptigi bu dénem, devleti kiigtiltmeyi, piya-
salar1 serbest birakmay1 ve 6zellestirmeyi savunmustur. Martin Wolf’a gore bu yaklagimin
uzun vadeli sonucu, sirket sahiplerinin ve biiyiik girketlerin siyasal alandaki etkisinin
artmast olmustur. Bunun neticesinde sermaye sahipleri vergi dilimlerinden ka¢ma firsati
bulmus, sendikalar zayiflamis, kamu hizmetleri gerilemis, siniflar arasi farkliliklar ortaya
¢ikmis ve gelir esitsizligi iist seviyelere kadar ulagmustir. Bu gelismelerin toplumda yarattig:
iktidara karg1 giivensizlik duygusu, 6zellikle 2008 kiiresel krizi sonrasinda daha ¢ok belirgin
hale gelmistir.

Martin Wolf’un analizinde en dikkat ¢ekici kistmlardan biri, kapitalizmin ortaya ¢ikarmig
oldugu ekonomik esitsizligin siyasi sistem tizerinde yaratmis oldugu etkidir. Kitap boyunca
siklikla “6zellesen karlar, kamulagan zararlar” mottosuna dikkat ¢ekerek kapitalizmin ya-
ratmig oldugu etkilere génderme yapilir. Ornegin 2008 krizi sirasinda biiyitk bankalar ve
finans kurumlar1 devlet tarafindan batmaktan son anda kurtarilirken, bu krizin yaratmig
bedeli orta ve alt gelir gruplarina yikilmigtir. Yaratilan bu adaletsizlik hissi, halkin popii-
lizme olan ilgisini artirmig ve demokratik sistemi sarsan liderlerin yiikselmesine zemin
hazirlamstir.

Wolf, 6zellikle ABD 6rneginde “dark money” olarak bilinen, se¢im kampanyalarina yapi-
lan biyiik 6zel bagislarin, yasama siireglerini dogrudan etkiledigini vurgular. Bu durum
halkin “temsili demokrasiden” uzaklasmasina ve kurumlara olan giivenin ¢dkmesine ne-

48 | Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesi Dergisi, X/1 (2025)



Furkan ALTIKARDESLER

den olmaktadir. Kitapta yer verilen su tespit bu durumu agiklar niteliktedir “Eger insanlar
ekonomik olarak dislanmus hissederse, sonunda politik sistemden de dislandiklarina inana-
caklardir?

Martin Wolf sadece elestiriyle yetinmeyip gesitli ¢oziim yollar1 da 6nerir. Bunlarin baglica-
lar1 sunlardir: Kamu hizmetlerine daha fazla yatirim yapilmasi, egitim ve saglik alanlarinda
firsat esitliginin saglanmas, biiyiik sirketlerin vergi kagirmasinin 6nlenmesi, medya sahip-
liginin daha geffaf ve demokratik hale getirilmesi.

Yonetim ekonomisi agisindan degerlendirildiginde, Wolf’un onerileri 6zellikle kamu po-
litikalarinin etkinligi, kaynak dagilimi ve kamu-6zel sektor iliskileri agisindan 6nemlidir.
Modern kamu y6netimi anlayigi, piyasa bagarisizliklarinin giderilmesi ve toplumsal refa-
hin artirilmasi icin devlete stratejik roller yiiklemektedir. Wolf’un vurguladig esitsizlik-
le miicadele ve kamu hizmetlerine erigim, yonetim ekonomisinin sosyal yoniiyle birebir
ortiigmektedir. Ayrica kitapta onerilen “kamusal seffaflik’, hem kamu yonetiminin hesap
verebilirligini hem de yonetisim kalitesini artiracak politikalarin temelini olusturur.

Demokratik Kapitalizmin Krizi, giinimiiz dinyasinda yalnizca ekonomiyle degil, demok-
rasiyle de ilgilenen herkesin okumasi gereken temel bir eserdir. Universitelerde hem Siyasal
Bilgiler fakiiltelerinde hem de Tktisat Fakiiltelerinde ders nitekikli bir kitaptir. Martin Wol-
f’un dili akademik olduguna bakilmaksizin herkesin anlayabilmesi amaciyla okuyucuya
ornekler ve verilerle destek saglayarak anlatilmak istenen seyin zihinde canlanmasini sag-
layan, analitik bir anlatim sunar. Kitap, mevcut ekonomik diizenin yarattig adaletsizliklere
dair yapici bir elestiri getirirken, ayni zamanda ¢6ziim yollar1 da sunar.

Bu kitabr yonetim ekonomisi perspektifinden degerlendirdigimde, siirdiiriilebilir kamu
politikalarinin sadece ekonomik degil; ayn1 zamanda etik, sosyal ve demokratik sorum-
luluklar igerdigini ayrica kamu politikalarinin halk: yeterli sekilde destekleyemeyecegi za-
manlarda toplumun popiilist rejimlere yoneldigini rahatlikla syleyebilirim. Kapitalizm ile
demokrasinin birlikte devam edebilmesi i¢in, devletin diizenleyici ve sosyal dengeleyici
roliiniin giiglendirilmesi kaginilmazdir.
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