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Cebel-i Liibnan 1832 yilinda Kavalali ibrahim Pasa’nin hakimiyeti altina
girdiginde, siyaseten baslayan donusiimler hukukidegisimleride glinyuziine
¢ikarmaya basladi. Bu baglamda Diirziler ile Marunilerin evlilik, bosanma ve
miras meselelerini iceren ahval-i sahsiyyeleriyle ilgili davalari da birgok farkli
suireclerden gegmis, Dirziler kendi geleneksel hukuklarini ibrahim Pasa
déneminde de korumaya calismislar, Maruniler ise gelisen politik stirecle
birlikte hukuki stattlerinde de 6zerklik kazanmaya baslamiglardi. Bu calisma
Misir hakimiyeti déneminde Diirzi ve Marunilerin hukuki statilerini ele
almakta, Osmanl yonetiminde meydana gelen degisimlerin bu iki mezhep
Gzerindeki hukuki etkisini gdstermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Diirziler, Maruniler, Cebel-i Liibnan, Ibrahim Pasa,
Osmanli Devleti

ABSTRACT

When Mount Lebanon came under the rule of Kavalali ibrahim Pasha in
1832, various political transformations resulted in several legal changes;
as a result, the Druze and Maronites underwent change related to family
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law, including marriage, divorce, and inheritance. The Druze attempted to protect their traditional laws during the
period of Ibrahim Pasha, and the Maronites began to gain autonomy in their legal status along the political process.
This study examines the political and legal status of the Druze and Maronites during the Egyptian rule and shows
the legal changes that occurred in these two sects during the Ottoman administration.

Keywords: The Druze, Maronites, Mount Lebanon, Ibrahim Pasha, Ottoman Empire

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

During the classical period when Ottoman central administration was felt deeply in Bilad-1
Sham, relations between the pashas and the notables were relatively smooth because the pashas
were the deputies of the ruler. However, the establishment of a new administration in Syria
under the Egyptian governor Kavalali Mehmet Ali, a member of the Pasha class, which the
Ottoman Empire was having difficulty in weakening, carried the state—society relationship
into a new dimension. This situation was also a striking example of the internal struggles that
started with the local authority, because the administrators wanted to rule the regions by their
rules. Pasha-ayan relations soured considerably in the period of tax revolts, and this increased
the chaos in the Bilad-1 Sham region before the start of the Tanzimat period; moreover, it
caused local governments, especially in mountainous regions such as Mount Lebanon, to react
harshly to the centralist practices of the Tanzimat.

Amir Bashir II intended to start the nineteenth century with stabilization efforts in the Mount
Lebanon region. For this reason, the borders of the region, which would form the boundaries
of the governorship in the middle of the century and which would thus be finalized, began
to take shape within the framework of this stability policy. Accordingly, the Mount Lebanon
Mountains were divided into three main mukataah regions: the area where Maronites mainly
lived in the north, namely, Bisharri, Batroun and Zaghrata; another area where other Christian
groups lived; and the central area around the Shiites and Shuf, Matn and Deyrulqamar. The
southern region, known as “Cebel-i Diiruz” or “Cebel-i Ibn Maan,” was under the rule of Amir
Bashir II. The control of the Amirate was divided among three governors by the Ottoman
administration and was given to sixteen mukataah who operated as Sayda governors to the
south of the Muameleteyn River and to eight mukataah in Tripoli. The Bekaa valley and
its surroundings were under the control of the governors of Damascus. Amir II Bashir was
challenged by having to maintain a balance in his relations with mukataaaciis and governors
to continue his influence and authority in such a wide area. Although his political operations
had been successful until the Kavalali dynasty took over the region, Mehmet Ali’s son Ibrahim
Pasha later eliminated the power of the Amir and caused an authority shift between the Druze
Sheikhs and the Maronite Church, leading to the end of Amir’s rule.

Ibrahim Pasha was aware of the difficulties in establishing direct domination in a region
ruled by an Amirate system such as that in Mount Lebanon. For this reason, he attempted to
disrupt the balance between the sects in the region both economically and politically. At this
stage, because of the special relations established with the Maronites, Ibrahim Pasha was
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planning to gain support from the Maronite community and to strengthen his power by gaining
the support of France against the Ottoman Empire. The Druze, by contrast, was the group that
Ibrahim Pasha wanted to neutralize because of its military and political power. During the
siege of Ibrahim Pasha, regions such as Sur and Sidon, where the Druze were in the majority,
surrendered without any resistance, but they could not establish a political relationship with
the Pasha. Because Ibrahim Pasha did not want a strong Druze community loyal to him, he
planned for them to become too weak and unarmed to rebel.

Amir Bashir II had strong relations with the Maronite Church during his rule and religious
ties to the Maronites. The Druze, by contrast, has worse relations with the Amir than the
Maronites did, but Maronites did not enter into any hostility with the Amir. Likewise, the
Amir did not experience a political crisis with the leading families of the Druze. By contrast,
the Amir was a pioneer of protecting the political and legal rights of the Druze. However,
Amir Bashir II could not prevent him from pitting the Druze and the Maronites against each
other because he was defeated by the policy of Ibrahim Pasha. That the Druze could not find
support from Bashir during the pressures of Ibrahim Pasha led to the complete deterioration
of the sociopolitical balance in the region. In this study, the reflections on Ibrahim Pasha’s
policies in Mount Lebanon are discussed within that context, and the social and legal crises
caused by the difficulties encountered in the practices of the Pasha are analyzed.
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2 William, Polk, The Opening of South Lebanon, 1788-1840, A Study of the Impact of the West on the Middle
East, (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1963), 175.

3 Riyaz Gannam, El-Mukataatii’l-Liibndniyye fi Zilli Hiikmi’l-Amir Besir es-Sihabi es-Sani ve Nizami’l-
Kaimmakamiyyeteyn: 1788-1861, (Beyrut: Dariil Tekaddiimiyye, 1988), 108.
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5 Zekeriya Kursun&Ali Akyildiz, Osmanli Arap Cografyasi ve Avrupa Emperyalizmi: Filistin-Basra Kérfezi-
Kizildeniz-Kuzey Afiika Diplomatik Belgeler, (Istanbul: Tiirkiye Is Bankas1 Kiiltiir Yaymlar, 2015), 8.

6  Muhammed H. Kutluoglu, The Egyptian Question: 1831-1841: The Expansionist Policy Of Mehmed Ali Pasa
In Syria And Asia Minor And The Reaction Of The Sublime Porte, (Istanbul: Eren Yaymcilik, 1998).

7  Riyaz Gannam, El-Mukataatii’l-Liibndniyye fi Zilli Hiikmi’l-Amir Besir es-Sihabi es-Sani ve Nizami’l-
Kaimmakamiyyeteyn: 1788-1861, 99.
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Merkezii’l Vatani Li’l Ma’lumat ve’d Dirasat, 1995), 187.
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