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THE POPULATION OF ISTANBUL IN THE
NINETEENTH CENTURY

Stanford J. Show

While the Ot toman censua system developed slowly through the
19th century, acbieving accurate and eomprehensive r esults only in
the reign of Sultan Abdulhamit IP , counts of Istanbul's population
proceded mueh more rapidly, giving a falr ly accurate count of men
at !east beginning early in the century.

Between the start of the reforms of Mahmut il and the start of
the Crimean War, four major census surveys of Istanbul were car­
ried out, in 1826/1242, 1838/1254, 1844/1260, and 18:56/1273, "ith
population tables being drawn up in between on the basis of sup­
pleınental reports of births, deaths, immigration into and out of th e
city, and the like. Only males were counted, for tax and conseription
purposes, with the Ilıtwap department earrying out the census as
part of th e effort to deve lop it into the nueleus of a muni eipai go­
vernment whieh was made before the Crimean War. The i ktisap
department itself was absorbed into the ~linistry of the Interior in
1844, after wh ieh the census organization deteriorated, with th e
praetl ce of drawing up annual population tables alsa being aban ­
doned,

Just befo re the Crimean War, an effort was undertaken to make
a new population survey of Istanbul by two departmente of the im­
peria! treasury, the mürıtr tezkere.ri kalemi, whieh was in charge of
issuing permits for travel within the empire, and the esnaf tezkere.ri

ı Stantord J. Shaw, olThe Ottoman Ceıısus System and Population••
UMES, IX (1978' . pp. 32:5·338; and Kemal H. Karpat. eOUomaD Population
Becords and the Cenaua of 18S112· ıS93 ,' IJ~{ES, LX (l9iS ), pp. 23i -2'H.
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kalemi which certified and iss ued permits for the operati on of the
artisan guilds. Census tickets (nüfU8 te=kere.ri) were cireulated
widely withln the city as the census began ; but the former depart­
ment was absorbed lnto the pelice (=abt iye kalemi) , and the lat­
ter became preoecu pied with collccting taxes owed by the gullds,
80 the effort was allawed to deteriorate without any fina! resu lt '.

Following the Crimean War, renewed attention was paid to the
eensus as part of the efforts of Fuat Paşa to revive the ~in~cial
bases of the empire'. A new Cadaat ral Department (Ta/mr-. Em­
!<ik Nezareti ) was established in the 1>finistry of Finance to register

and eount bot h property and male subjeets, giv ing the tatte r in re­
tum a population tsx certificate (~""'gi nüf WJ tezkere.ri ) whieh
stated his tsx obligation and served as an identity card. Bursa and
Janina were used as model provinces, however, with the Danube
Province added under ~lidhat Paşa, but nothing was done in Istan­
buL. It was only af ter the General Census Regu lation of 1874 was
introduced that a Census Department was ereated and made a per­
man ent part of the ~linistry of the Interior that the census was
once again extended to all parta of the empire, ineluding the capital
Istanbul '. Work on the new census began Iate in the reigu of sultan
Abdulaziz . It foundered followtng his death, throughout the relgu
of Murat V, and it was only afte r Abdulhamit II prorogued the Par­
liament and establish ed his au toeracy that it was resumed. The new
Regulation of Populati on Registrat ion (Sicill-i NÜf~ :'izam.ldmesi ),
introduced in 1878, was the basis for all census actlvıtıes throughout
the remainder of the empire, with only minor changes in procedure
being made in late r years'. The Census Department, still in the

2 On the \lre-Crlmean war eecsus ef forts. see Istanbul Univeraltı" Library.
TY 89-19 ; the eecallA of ıs-Ii- waı uıı:ed by A . Ubtelnl, LettJ'u ŞIC " ıa Turqultı (Pa­
ris, 18.53), and. E. Bo~. Almaltacı&. d~ l'Empire Ottomo,. PO'"" I 'cıınu 18.9 d

18$0 (ConIta.Dtlnople . 18-&9· 1850 ).
3 Baıjıbaka.Il1ık AE11vt. Buyu ruldu defterl. ıı . ı~ ; t rade Dahiliı..e 3S07; and

Dıı.fur, ı. 201.
" Ba§bak&n1ık ArtiYi. İrade M~'s~l Mahsus 2089 . Takı.'f "'·i Yektıvi DO.

1618 29 Cemazi II 1291/13 September 1814.
5, ~bakanhk Arş1v1 . yıldız Esas Evrakı Kısım 14 DO. 88/ 20 : trade Şu­

ri, .yt Devlet 3148: Tanzimat defteri. vn. 97·10-10: D~U~r: uyU n pp. 15~2':

also Steın~i Nüroı nLd mnAmeai. İstanbul. 1300/1882·3.

~linistry of the In terior , was divided into three major bureaux, for
carrespondence (tahrirat kalemi) , statisties (ilısaiyat kalemi ), and
arehives (evra k kalemi ), with a small despatehes department (ir­
salat memuriyeti ) caring for correspondenee. The basis of the sys­
tem was t he eompilation of permanent population registers (sicill-i
nüfus) in each vi llage and town, and each quarter of the Iarger
towns and cities. Plaees were provided fo r each indlviduaI 's pIace
and da te of birth, residence, age , re ligion, and eraft Ot occupation,
marita! atatus and health , and for men their military status and the
style of their mus taches and beards. Women were included fo r the
!irst time, and separate registers were provided for Muslims and
t he members of each recoguized millet. Each person counted
was given a population certificate ( nUfus teıkeresi) , which can­
tained the info rmation in the register and served both as a birtiı

eertlficate and identit y card. lt had to be produced in all governmen­
ta! and legal dealings, so most people were forced to have thernselves
counted, maklng the censuses undertaken under Abdulhaınit II far
more aeeurate and comp\ete than the previous ones, All changes
res ult ing from births, dea t hs , and permanent changes of residence
were added subsequently , with information seeured by Ottoman
cansUıates abroad being regularly transmitted to Istanbul for entry
into the relevent reco rds. The result was the development of a per­
manent population record, brought up to date annually, which gave
the state a reasonably accurate pieture of the state that it ruled.

The actual registers compiled in the different quarters of Is­
tanbul remain in the Başbakanlık Arşivi, Istanbul, but have not yet
been consulted or studled in detail. However from several summary
registers found thcre and in t he Istanbul University Library, a
reasonab!e depiction of the city's population and its changes in the
las t half-century of t he empire can be made. Table 1 depicls the
overall population !igures found in !ive different reports between
1844 and 1914' . The substantial populat ion ineresse between 1882

6 Th~ flgu res tor 1844 and 1856 come trom Is tanbul Unive rsity Llbrary,
TY 8949; those for 1882 and 1895 are from Bd ~/r<t<k·i Se1l iy~·ı Cenab·ı P4difdh l
btııda icra oluna " tah",..' Babık lIokla mtUfı m lıoCibince de r .saadet 'VL!!I bilod· ı -"eltl·
lt~de met:ClUf .. UfW8tıın ista. t"lik Cedtielidir, /.sta ..buı, 1302. For 189~· 1896 ıee

Devlet.ı Osmanıye. N'ezAret~1 t;mo.r~ 1 TıcAret ve :JAtla.. Det:~t·i Aıiye-i Oa.
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and 1885 must be attributed to the huge number of refugees who
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f loodcd into th e empire fo!ıowing the disastrous wars of 1876·1878,
"
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the peace treaty eoncluded at Berlin, and the large-seale persccu tion t "
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~

of Muslims which followed in all the te rritories turned over to the
ı:ı g ee
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Christian states of Europe. The remaining tabıes break Istanbul's
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population down by place of residence (Table 2), type of domicile
• ee .-..
E
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(Table 3) . place of birth (Table 4) , occupation (Table 5), and age
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(Table 6) for the only years for which such information is now • ...
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availab le, 1882 and 1885' .
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XIX. YüZYILDA GöÇMEN KÖYLERiNE iLiŞKiN

BAZI YAPIPLANLARI

Faruk Kocacık

1300 yıllarında kurulan Osmanlı Beyliği, hızla gelişip güçlen­
miş , Anadolu'ya ve Balkan lar 'a yayılarak çeşitli alan larda önemli
gelişmeler kaydetmiştir. Bütün bu gelişmelerde yeni ele geçirilen
topraklara yapılan göçle r , d iğer bir deyişle izlenen yerleştirme poli­
tikası büyük rol oynamıştrr,

Yükselme devrinde görülen bu gelişmeler, XVI . yüzyılın son'
lanna doğru durmuş, imparatorluk yalnız eski gücünü kaybetrnek­
le kalmamış, Karlofça anlaşması (1699) ile Balkanlarda büyilk top ­
rak kayıplarına u ğramıştır. XVI II . yüzyılın lkinci yarısı ortaların­

da ise önce Kırım'm Osmanlı Devleti'nden ayrılması (1774, Küçük·
kaynarea), sonra da Rusya'ya katılması (1783) ile Karaden iz'in ku­
zeyindeki hakimiyetini de yitirmiştir. Bunun sonucu XVIII. yüzyı ­

Im sonlarından itibaren Osmanlı İmparatorluğu, yıkılış sürecini hız­

landıran ve yilkselme devrindekil erin aksi yönünde olan . göç. gibi
önemli bir sorunla karşılaşmıştır. Bir süre Kırım'dan Balkanlara
yapılan büyilk göçleri, XIX. yiizyılın ikinci yarısında Kafkasya'dan
ve Balkanlardan Anadolu'ya ve İmparatorluğun daha uzak kesim­
lerine yapılan göçler izlemiştir.

Balkanlardan imparatorluğun diğer kesimieri ne büyilk göç
olayının ortaya çıkışının kökeni nde XIX. yüzyılda Balkan devletle­
rinin bağımsızlıklarını istemeleri ve ayaklanmaları yatar. Bunu n se­
bepleri de üç kısımda toplanabilir:

A - Osmanlı İmparatorluğunun yönetim örgütünde başgöste­

ren bozukluk ve merk ezi otoritenin gücünü yitirmeye baş laması ' .

1 Stanford Shaw, H istory 01 rh.,- Onomo tı E mpiT6 ol1d Modı!rn Turke y. 1.
1280·1808 , Cambridge Un lverslty. Press, 1976, s . 282.


