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BERWS KOXG RESI HAKKIX DA GiZ LI RA POR
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Bir Fr&nsıı muharrir, Bertrand &reilles. 1919 lM'n('Sinde Le
Hoppo'" tl«Ttt .lfr hJ COfIIgrh de 8n'li" (fdr~Mi li la S. Porte par
XQraJ1ıJodory Par1l tJ, p","i" pliıtipotlJtliaif(' ottonUflt ncşrettl, Ra·
por kitabın @ınci ..hıfeaind'!'n 195 e kadardır. t:ğer rapor ~~kAot'.
larih..i1l'r için kıymetlidir. (ünkü Oıımanh nokta·! naZ&rından 3o"Uıi

mı, ve ..dnlUam ve harici)''!' v..k ili oJan SatW't P....'dan Karatodori
Pa.p'ya, Karaıodori'Mn Sahe'Ce giden telgraflardan iktibasla" ih·
tiva etmt'llte<iir . Bugüne kadar . repee'c n gth"Mlilir olması kesin de-
tildi r . Bar.i1.... ' rrw'l in ashnı . nu.ı aldıgıDI ve kopy. ettiğini igh
. tmiyor. 8areillea: la hmih(>n yirmi lIt'nE' ıstanbul'da oturduğu içi n,
belki de asıl metni gÖf"mek lırutın. buldu.

Ne !:iqbakanhk Al"f,ivinde ve ne de Dı~ iıık-ri Bakanlığı lI azi·
ne-i Evrakında raponın .uhnı ve ne de onu n kop)ouını bulamadım.

Bununla beraber, Dı.i.krl Rıık.nILtl aı'1ivinde , Si)'ui tuniftI'ki
Kıırton 185 w 251 nu m.ra h;:indrkl bir k.li: u lgn( Ba~iIIeıı'in

ese rinde IM'f",u lA:I te lgra fların aynıdı r. Rapce'da ikUbaıı ~y.

hüllııa ..klinde veeuen otuz bd.r lrlgrafın Hateei, ve ....iv numa
ralannın I bıtl't'1 buradııdır, Ba",IIIe.·in kitabındak i telgrall.rın hep
LLL hakikidir .

Ka ratodon ~n;:f'ktf'n ra porun mürllifi mi idi ? Bunun doğruluğu

isp. t ed ilmed i, fak.t bu muhtemeldir. .\ I. hmud Cl'laleddin Pa•• T• •
r ihi Jl ir'ıd-j /lıık ikıı t 'bı 13. cilt , AhUl' nı -229I, ayn ı r . poru Ranı

iIIl't"dl' n on IIt'ne l'vv,,1 bllJltırdl. ılahmud Cela ledd in, bu layihamn as
lım fr. ıuı ı zcadan t ürkçcYt! Çf'virdi ve biraz k ıB. IUı . O, Kantodo rin in
lıiyihayı Safvet Pa.p, 'yıı wrdiğin i lKiylUyor. Mahmud Ct'la ledd in o zii.

ma n I H-ı181 Bib-ı lh'd", a meo1ci old utu iı;ln, on un mallımatının doğ .

ru o lm..ı I iz.ımdır,

Onun için RQPpor t ııeCrf't gtivt' n ilir ve faydalı bir vesikadı r,

r

.

THE LtFE STORY or AN URBAN SA11'lı'T IN TUE O'ITOMAN
D1PJ R~ : PIR I BABA OF ~IJ:o:RZıFOx

Sııroiyo Faroqll i

Lrgıondary tc-xlB have long been of eoı:,ıı ldt'rab.e ImpoıuflCe for
th.. a ludy ol aociaı anJ religiouıı dt> \'dopnwnta ın fourlftonth to
s txtee nt h-century Ana toli. ; yd poeaibı lltka offI'Nd by ııı- ııou r

Cıe1I are far from exhausted, To the hilltonan. t wu approaches Rem
to !;ll fer themselvea' : i n the finst ea., an a ttrmpt iıı madr to diarn
tangle the biııı an d pieees m hilltoncal Inlı;ırm.l IOJl pc.aibiy eon
tained in t be kogt>nd undt'r at ooy. Uauahy, the tipre ı;ıi t he ..int
h imse lf ia t he een tre of intereoıt : he may be • nal persen of" else ii

rigmt'flt ol popular of" Iiterary Im.gin.tıon. lı:. the fomırr eue, il
is n«:essary to ("St.blah the period in woıen the ho ly man lived and
the people with who m he may have bPL." in eonteeı . II t he Iattrr ia
faund to bt' true, the acholar wtn t ry tc N t_bliah the hillton e. 1 eeı

ting for the s tcey, These typ..s ol . pproach recoeımend tbemselvee
when tbe hiııtonal core of the IepnJ i. C1l'lrl y via.lbw and fıetual

I'ta terJll"nta made in the te xt .re rela tiveıy euy to w nfy.
Where this is not the ease, the l' l.lf'na! can be approach~ from

ınother angle . Granted t ha t the ploi. of the ıtory . nd the perııon o(
the saint may be qu ite imagin.ı")'. t he legend ca n Bt ill be made to
yield informa tion which ilB authı>r eonveyed involunt . rily an d in
wh ich nenber he nor hlB r..adenı were part leulsrly Intt're81ed. In
ııuch • case. there obviouııly wu Iittle f'f'lUKIn for f.lııifl e.Uon .

SO f.r. Anatoli. n legt'ndary textll hav e larg<:"ly bC'en ex.minE'd
",ith . vlew lo",ard l ıol at i ng lheir h iıtorica l core, PlonC'erıng ertorta
in th is direct ion were made by Fuat KöprülU. who ııl fted t he hiııto-

i No ıınl'""'p' has ~" m.dı> l O Inl rOOu.... Ih.. ...t"lfOthı. of _ıa l

ıı nl h ropoloc)' IMo Ibla alud)'.
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n ea l a nd 1~~lldary evide nce available on Abdal Mu"a . A hm~t Yese 
vi, Yunuıı F.mre an d many ot herıı '. Abdli took i Gölpınarll 's work on
Yunu s E mre a nd h iıı contem pora r ies bı mottvated by Ilimi/a r ainuı

and lo. among oth~rs. are Hanıı J oaehim Kwhng', st udies of \'a 
riOIa dl-rviah aainı. and crdere'. Aa a ııeeondary c:ıonııidenticm. many
ıtudl"nta of Ie~ndary materialı bave been inte~ted in the chane
teriat iı:!! of folk fılam as oppcsed to t tk- forma l religion ol the ıd~·

---But Lo far a systema tie kar<: h for info rm at ion on soc ial an d
eeonomte oond itiona haa been p-eeueed mainly by seho lanı " oorking
in other fieldıı . part ieulıırly on ea rly Byzarrtine mater'iala. Robert
Lope a has deser ibed the moıııt f requcnted se e routee o( t he se venr h
century. and haa aıııo n u blialted the "U)'S in whieb a t that t ime
R amen and ,hipO\R;n~rıı obta ined commerdal eredıt-. The hagio
graphic:: ma terial he employs oontains an une xpected aınount of data
on the li v~ o( cnCtam..n and merehanta. On a much broadtor buiıı.

Evelyne Pat1a~an bu incorporated "'gendır. into he r ııtudies o(
vanous upects of poverty in B)'U-ntine society",

Though ...i nı. legend, (rom ea r ly medi eval weetern EurolJ'l"
aurvıve in amaller numbere t han do t heir Byunti ne eounterpe rta.
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the data t hey con tain ha ve been exploi ted in a ıimilar man ner, Herir i
Pfrenne haa retold t he at oey of how the poor beach comber God ric
became a wealthy merchant. ınd ıhereby h.. U1uııt rate<! t he life o(
tndlers in the tenth and eıevenın eentunee-. AU th_ , t ud ies are
bued upon the assumption that the na rrators o( le~ndır., in 110 far ..
they were not simply cop)-ing prnioua literar)' mod eL., ftfkct.ed
condi tionıı of lif e whi ch were chancteristic of their owtı age. In the
&am\" manner, twelft h a nd t tıi rteenth century a uthors in weetern
Europe depieted Alexa nikr the Gftat in t he gui~ of a med ieval
Ieuda l ru ler",

Wh en attemptlng to fl nd out what hiıı torlcal raca a gtven Le
gendary text is ba.ııed upon . it iıı necesaary to ec mpa re the acecun t
gtven with what i, known or s urm lsed from other hhıtorical &OUt'.

en. orten , bcwever , the material available for conıpariaon may be
vel")' ecanty : in IIOffie extre me CUl'II. aJlD08t a ll that iıı kllO"'1l abou t
a giv.:-n aa..lnt la wbat can be derived from hiıı if'gend. Cnfortunately.
eertern iloun:n meı.t oommon ly used for ebeek tng. ıuch &ii TatkÖp
routle'a bwgt"aphi ca l dictionary, may th.mu e lv", oontain kogendary
metertal , a nd it is not alwayıs euy to diltinguialı. these accounıe fro m
bon a I lde hiıtorical ata tements':',

Additional di fflc ultle8 are caueed by tht! fact that the au thors
of sai nı. ' nvee dral tically diUer ( ro m mode rn hiıtoriana in t heir
underatanding of t ime and s pace: eertain a uthen ha ve even poııtu•
lated a 'mythologi caJ time' wh ieh eil M r preeedes 'historica.l time'
or e1lııe eoexiBtıı with it, albeit on • diUeftnt pla ne . Th is 'mythologi_
ca.i time' can not be measured in con ventional uniı., 8JId lt ia im
posaible to ıtate how many years a given polnt in 'mythologi cal
time' iı n-moved f ro m a nother in 'hi"torica l ti me '. Not lona of ilpace
also d iU er . as thO!" man y exampleıı of mi raculoWllY short travl'la
s how. Und ..r theııe eirc umstancftl all relationııh ipıı betwt!'l" n ııainta

8 H ..n l1 1'1........... _ ""' ".1 Ci ' lGa CIL)'. N Y~ ı_ ı . p_ ı-

, t-... Ib ı. ıypr ol hı ' I t l .",.,.,pa•• I.,. _tl...,.. : ('-r
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an d Oı~r pec ple of ...-orkily or _pi ri t ua l renc....n &ii desertbed In a
I~gffidary text ha ve to be s us peet from the histortan'ı point of vicw.
ı-:vl'n if tb~y see m ehronoJogieally poaible. they need to be eonne
med by meIIlA of an indepen lkont -auroe" .

When the mıin aim ia to throw light upon ge neral eoeıc-econo

mie «mdiliOlll &ii eeüected in a ginn jege nd . inquiry mUl t begtn
with t'NO !ahiy ıimple questiona. F irst ol _Li ...-e must find ou t wbee
a gi ven tex t ....IIJJ ecmpceed. F\ırt~nnort' wl' need to " tabiish the
liurar)' modelJ, used by t he au thor o r a uthorll. ınd if pouible t be
atap ol developrJl<'nt t ha t a giyen atory went through. w here Ana
tolian legends are eoncerned. these que&tionı tum out to be more
d ifCieult tha n expeeted. For ma ny ta k>s toda y I' xiııt on ly in ve ry Iat e
man uscrtp ts, and e ven lIueh ın tmmenseıy po pular text 15 the life
AtOr)' (menakıb-Nomıı, \ ' ilayet'llame) of Jiac ı fk>ktM Aunr iVl'A only
in v..ry few copies that art' older than the eigbteent h c...ntury". Li n.
gutstic eviderice iı orten not conduııive ett her , smcc lt wll quit e
common to remodel or embdltııh i text acco rd ing to the taııt r8 of
the t ime in which it wu copied .

OnC(! t hese preliminıry lI~ps ha ve ~n compJetf"d, it ia neces
sary to find ou t &Ometh ing about t he genenı.! ...,orld· ... iew tha t forms
the bae kground to t he t f'XU undt-r inW'stigation . In th iı n"IIpt"C1. vn y
IIttle work hu ~n do ne on Anıtolian legenda. HO"'eV<' r . without
ııome basic undentanding of the categorieJI a«ording to which the
IW,Vf't-__ or ml'lI4kıb-__ have lJe.ton fonnula ted. It remaina di f .

rıcuh to undentand ...·hy the authon of t hese text.- ıhould have
rec:onkd (i ctili Oll.ll eVt'ntl in Cff'tI in InıunOl!3 and lYmained very
doee to reality in otht'n . fuo8earcb into th~ qUf1ltiona might in thı!

futu", bKome an &n'a ol fruitful coopl:'ration lıdw-n hia tori....
and antbropoiogiııts.

Qui te ofte n. the roota of a wge nd go bac k fa r into oral Iit~ra

ture, al tbough the texu u th~y have oome down to ou r t illlO!S _re
uıually composed by wri trl"l for "-,aMn.. Aı Va nsina hu pointe-d

11 Com...... PlUap an. dj)'..._ . , plru .....larıy 110. 111.
J a ll Va mollIL 0 ...1 Tnı4,I_. A llt.", ioo H ..' ........ I .ll'p'Il""""OfiI'll" I r . H .

Wr ı.:lıl ı Ch .....p. IlMI. p. t OZ. UL _
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of Lhe "'etııd of K...c, kkt", : M...aIo;ıb·, H t>« B..ıı:lıI, ., V..l i . V ıltl1"l 1-.,ı "'u.

..d AbdUlbakl Göl pınarlı . ı bt . nbu l. ItiMII, p . XX VI . rf.

P IRI BA HA O t' loi I:RZWO N

out , thia ıituation mak~ it im poeeible to appJ)' tbe cri~r,a "'Iid
fo r t raditioıuı whi ch ca n _t IJJ be eoneeteı from Ii\-ing infomıana.

Ycoı tbe ııtudtont ol Anatolian me<tieval and coarl y modem hiltot)' hu
!iU M- eboiee in t he maller. Aı far aa nintil' k gt'nds are cıonc.-mrd.

VanAina hu. pecvıded only a \'ery minor pleee for them in hi• ecbe
mııtic O\'I'T\;ew over- tbe ca tegorin of oral Iite ra ture , allhough he
:kıea mentıon t hem eeveraı timts in the text ". Thil ia probably dul"
to tM fac t that su ch mate rial i. not of great importanoe in the t'UI
tU",A upon whieh he coecent rated hiı resea ren.

Eı.jually importan t fo r the <'valu&ıion of a given jcgen d ls the
pro ble m ol illi soc ia l Iuncncn. When analyzing hagiographic ma.
t eriııl . ....1' a ttempt to t'lJtabl i ııh lhl!' (1laOl'of a gtven tale in t he 8)'lIlcm
of lıoci.1 interac tion that it fn rmMl ll. part (lf. Ho we ver , thl' migimı l

nar rator '!! ta le may well ha ve been aMigned ii funct ion quit e dif
feren t f rom t ha t perta tnl ng to later vcrsıons. Whe n Evli)'a Çelebi,
to el le but one example, rec uunted a I...gend. it is reallOna bly certaın

t ha t cnte rta lnment wu itı primary Iuncıton , Th e a ut ho r a ttachcd
hi" " to rl l"14 to indh·idua./ buiId in"" muç h as ii mod em touriıı t KUide
would do. When recounting hia ıtay in Merr.ifon, he ind udt'd a 'Ta le
of the Eski Hamam' and also a 'StOT)' of the derviııh conveııt of Pi ri
Baba', both of wh ich deal with the Iei,'t:nd of the local KAin t " ,

For Evliya '• .\It'rzifon i nformantıı, ho ....t'\·pr . the ııocial functlon
of thiJl; Iegt"nd may well have boooc-n 'IUitt' dilfetent , in that it provided
a . )"rnbol \\-ith which a ll mf'mbe ra of the town cor:ımı;r. i t )' coııIJ

n-ııdily identify . Rh'alrits beı..._ n nelg hbour ing t c...."'a or ıınetll

arit1J kıcated a t or.ly a ııhort di. unte from one a notber form ii

comıpicuOU$ fpa tu", of ıhe !l tOf')'. Eliplanation of tert_in Jocal fl!'atu.
~ ....hich macJe ),Irnifon ıpeeial when compa red to o.m_neık and
Amu)"lı. or eVl!'ll s ing lf'd out Cf'rta in pıı.ru ol the latl~r town . J,hou ld

13 V.naııoa, p. ı .
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PIRI BA8A OF WERZIFQN ...
ahıo be ~garded i. part ol tb. 'community-identiCying' tunetion.
To pul it eoneeeıety. an inbabitant ol the quartt r ıround the Eski
Hamam in ).It."mfon. where Piri Baba IlUppo&edly epcnt • eonside
~ble period of hiA life, ma y well have UaM th e If'gend to m.ke the
101l0'o\10g ullt'rt loruı : 'the publil: bath In our quarter i. unusuat be·
eause lt hu been honoured by tb f' m idence of • saint . What i t i.ıı

mor-e , i t uııed to dri p, but the holy man mi racujousty repai red iL" ·
On aleıııı parochia l Ievel, s toey-tellera and their- publi c may aıso

hav e pereeived t he wıcer hum an impllcal lons of • ılory ııudı ıuı. the
legend of Pirl Ba ba and a!firmed th em by repee tin g th e ıaıe. The
:o.lerzi fon aa int wu ın unlettered man of reeee t pe...nt taekground,
wnoee outwud behav iour monoover very much~mbled t hat which
characteriU1l «- rtaln mental diaturban«1l. Yet accordıng to the ıtory

such. man could ıoquire bot h eıtef'ptionaı religiouı koıming and
.plritual pow\' r. even thOQgh the ı?gular path of i religiou. educa
tion wu ob \1ously clo6ed to him" . ın thiı ııeıuıe. the ıt.ory ean be
aa.id to l?lIemble. on i religiou. jeveı. t hat ol the 'w lf -made' mın' in
ninetet>nth and twentieth-century Europe. For it pro vided ttw- ıtory

ıener an d hia public with i m~ ol brt"aking throug h the ııociıl

eırueıure i t kou t in the reelm ol imıpnation. Th ereby in tum i
sa fe ty veıve wu provlded for t he pent-u p fmııtrationa of people in
the tower reaehes of Ottoman ııoclety, As the Bekt.aııhla in particu_

16 Io'or Uyu. nllnf 1~ Il:~nd. tW<i tiL .. pa rtteul. ' ~BUty ...... Pıtl.gı!an

_Uyzano:•• • 10$.
Cu_.ıılng ı ıı~ l!kııtıty ot Uoe Elltl 1I..'..m compare the ırtkle .M~nl_

toıı . LLL Uı~ J./G... A.. ılrl""",4ı.' ılA ) . VOLI_1L:: Evllyı QtI.t>L i M balh la cal·
to-d ...._ ... ot Çtıebl. W~hll'ld·.

Ed ıya. Bat ... ı ı«ıop;lI 3Ot . p . 3(e b ,d",.. t o t ............. o r ç.ı.tıı 8ullaıı.

lb!lmrt. kaowıı aa l he ~kl tu........
oıı i otıı., Ioaad !'ıi,lr;"" V.lrıl A hf<Wrj ( A ııkar.. 1"~tI pubbabtd

_,.-.ıy b)' i .... VBkın.r Go-Ood MGdIlrtOCQ, P. U S (f .......I toııa ooıJy 
••__ ta loI~"'fOll okior ,au. t M _"""""tb. cıtııtUry ...01~ il to tM
,....r 1 , t....i ı. lo tM later ,.. al INII.BJı Murat I. Wıı.ıı.t tb.. publtcaUoa
Ci..... " rt""_ ot 1'n<*I- aDd bu:!1 by Qt1dı6 Metlmet IU4.1U5,.
tM ..__ ii aot IIlcI.. drd iii tM Irj l" ".. 1 .lmply n-fnrl"d 10 " ÇIfte Hamam.

11 A• • t J'Ofll i M .,..~ al ç.1o-bl W..ti"","" .........11oaed ..~. ......ıtoıı
lowıtd t he e!ld ot t he .ıı<t.,...ııttl t .. '1 i.~ i ......... .....-ı. Devkt
ıı. t..ıı ......,...,-. 1 IMmpart Bq k&Iı)' 1o ArtlYi. WlIIIlmm~ o..n..n.rı. wl! n .
p. Z50. 110. r.Uı , ..boul ...lIleh DO t u rt'"" Infotmal 101ıO iıu b«ıı fOlll'ld The leı;-.nd

o r P lr l Ba.... dOeB not men l ion a. a_IBt "'" ...11 11 e lt lln (Ille ot t lleae acboo1B.

tr

lar. and the more enthlJAi...t ic among the de m ah orden in general.
eeem to have IddlT1lSed themııelv~ Jargcoly to jU8t tm. group of
peopko. it i8 probably !egi timlte to interpret the life atory of Piri
Baba tn tht' ..me eonıestv.

Llke many derviıh legende, the aecocnt of Pi rt Baba rol1lliıtl

of tw o pa ru : the biognııhy of the saint Ioljowed by a short ae
eount deııeribing t he fou nd at ion of a dervts h ecmmunity bearing hi.
na me. In mos t legenda . it W ILII the holy man himaelf who aeted as a
(oundı'r, altha ug h this wu not .I....·ayıı the case : in the eto ry of Sey
ylt Ali Su ltan. who lIuppı»edly ga ve hiıı na me to the famous tekke
n"ar Dimrtoka. it wu not the hero h imllelf but raUKo r h iıı <:ompan ion
Rllste m Gazi who foun ded a communi ty '". In t he CHe of Pin Bab&,
t he t ekke as it esdated in later periods w.. appannt1y institutee! b)'
hil fOılowen .erne considerable time alter hb death" , Thwı it aeema
to have been a prime f unetion ol. many !egenda to f'nhanee themtııı

ot t he tekke.l \liith ....tK.e foundation tMY were cocınected.

FAtabliahing o r enhancing t he reputaUon ol i tek" by meana
of a ı..g"nd obvioualy erreeıed the aoclal poeition of the people re
s iding in such a place. e!ther aa ....eaIled deac:endan ta ol the founder
( :aviynlar) or as ordinary de-rviııheıı a nd 1Il"M'&n ta. Considering t he

18 Atı•• LLL. ii. .. u.. lola l llll· prtnclpa.l .dIı. ...lllB _re t lle ...-eıııi "~i'''i a nd
~lM&.ıe.. ...an)' of "'lIom were ""~f/T..U and C'OllMqueııtly d _n uprooı ..d
ft llm tMt• •a rly .nvlronn"n~. FOl' tla llf>P"al of t he mo nlhuaıı.aUe ordoı..
lo i ii . pooo, o f rn<>d<-nı Ca l ıo, compare ~ictı-I GllBo-ııan. 8<ıiool 11"<1 S .. I I lı< Mo·
"'.. .... " 'yy"l , A . ~.__y iii 1/hO S ....if>Wgıı 01 R..IIg_. Oıttotd 1I0ft01T.ptuı 00 80

cıaı An tll ro pololl:)' l Odord. 1113 1.
Li one .,...101I ot ttı.. kı..ııd _"ldı .... -ii traDAı-<! IDlo __bat

lIte r&r)' Clttomarı. lmarı......rlpl dat..ı. 131S/18~$--Mı fon'l>M part al lblı Ubr&r)'
of Lite dı-n-IB" ı:ornmuıılt)' iın Hacıbolrt.q ı toolo,. III tM Cırt>eel Semt Kütüpha_
........ Arıkaral .

Com ......... :

ir+ne Bd~...8ı.~\abHT••ı.. " Ila de 8eJYld ' Ab 1Iu1ıirı et la n-qutı:•
.... la Tlıra pa r iea T\rra, . la : '"-"II..,. 01 i 1'.......' ..".,.......,. i ...~·

i _ i Coıoıı ol 0.--."'.,•. A •• A ....... Jf ,..•• ",111• ... . _' ' HT
ı Wıe.ba4r ". L" LI . p. %1$--%1e_

ıo M....k ,.... _ ot ptrt Baba by :!j.Bmlıotl.. Hoca. IbrBhım. Topb", ...

rayı K l.I l llpluın"'L IIUlne 131S 'comp. Kar.tıt.y. ".rkçtı y..-ı.r. i, p. nt.
no. 1111 . f rom DOW 0 11 abb...vıaı...ı. 1...60·...._1. p. ı e _Ib . i l bank the
luUıortt... at tM Tl:ıplr.apı Sara)' M um to, """mın IDil:: me lo lu.ve i m.......
film m.do! .
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Cacı thaı Piri Batı. ~ru regarded LO hav e lived a nd d~ • ~Ubatl!'.

t he status ol t be 'fou n.x-r"s family' had to be est.a bl iıhcd by ııome

ıpecial device. i n the (i"i1dyd .'";_ ol Hacı &ktq LI comparable ai·
t u_tion wu eeeclved b)' ha ving the Aint aoopt Fat ma 8&cl. and
thereby acl ti ng up her caüdren aa heiı-. lO the :1111,)' ' . However.
LI eelibate branch of t he order exteted, and Itıı merabere e rte n see m
to have Ielt ınue eym pethy for t he d a ima of the 'tound..r 'ı fa mil y: "

Where Pin Baba iı coneern ed . there is 110 retere nce to a n
ad option. But gtven t he im portanee of b lood lle. to the ro und! ng
sainı Cor whoever wi ı:ı hed lo govern LI group of derviehes, it hı not
8urpr ialng t hat Pi ri Baba'. ne phew Ali Dede sho uld have bee n hill
ronower and Ial l!'t hUl 8Offiewh.t ıın~imng lIUCCt"SlIOr" . Quite retnar
kabl e is .ıso t he man nE't in whieh Hoca ıbrahim. who bad piously
donated the buildinga and eppurteneneee ol the tekke, UlIOCiattd
himse1f with the family of the ..int. For Piri Baba. when ..ring Ho
ca ıbrahim and hiı bcat during ii ıtonn. demınde..! nut oııly that ii

ma.wıoleum be built ovee m. graVt'o but that. ii gir( be devered to his
Iol."rvice" . 1t la thla girllhat Ali Dede la t be n pn'Mured into marrying.
eM urlng both t he eau.bliehment of ii 'fou ndtor 's family ' and i meesu
re of influence (or Hoca ıbrahim.

Howe ver , the Jegend provided no legi t ima tion for one particular
bnuıch of the family as OJlpoııed to another . T he history of Pin Ba
ba 's tt kke during t he eightee nth century iıı charaet('riıed by lon g
d rawn-out 8truggles bet .....eo:on di ff('rtnt membcn of the ' founder'ıı

family .' Con trol o f the foundation holdingıı a ppeared to be an im 
portant pri ZO!. !Lo that we fi nd the "tn<! {eature in many other piouıı

fou ndat lona of the t ime''. Yet thl"llC stnıggl... W('re gt'neB llY not
oonsidered worthy of beıng sdded to the onginı l founda t ion ıe

coun t .
Among derviab Ie~nlh in rtıeral it is pasaible to iııolıte whıt

migbt be c:aJled i ııJ:N!cifie Bektubi tradition. However . ılthough

ıı vıw~,...._ . ..s. G61pııı.artı. p. ~. i~.

n nı. braJM:b ot n.. ol"dıo.oT ...... c:ommGlll)' _tat....ı _b Bal,", 8ultaıı..

cıompanı t"'" . I1ICIe ·H. n Bo.ktAf' ta l A .
23 lI_k.ı..-_. p. 1 6Iı .

2~ lI~_k''''''''_, P. i~i...
25 For 4<>runw-ııu "tatlı> l" lO 1""'_ diapul.... cıompe.1't' . mon.. oUıen ııa.

bakaı>lık ArtL"I. ~1k>D Cevdet Evk&(. M . 2:133, nıliii

t he &-ktutıl ordı.-r probably btogan to de\'elop .. nrly is the fo
u rtPC"nth cen tury , it wu ıt that time onlyone ımoııg mıny moore
or i betercdcx grou[M active among nomads ınd (root ler wır-

rio On ly graduılly did thlı ord er ıı.orb mıny of t be kosa for-
maııy orgınbed groups; and when ineorporatlng their t('kk,.", lt
ge nerally took over their holy pa trons aa well" . Thu ıı qu ite a Iew
ıalntıı who formed part ınd pareel of t he Bektash i t radition in te ter
urnee aeem to have had no oonnt'e tion with the c rdee In their o.....n
trre-ttme. T his fa ct is quite e r ten eenecıed in t heir legends. II one
.....i ııh('S to deline the 'Bekt" hi trad ition' In ıı ueh i wıy that only
persons originılly eoanected with the order ıı hould be included, the
group Is llIDOIIt narrowed do...."I1 to Hacı Bt-ktq and hi!!dısciple iii 
cım S ulta n. lt however, .. aeems rea.sonıble. the trıoli tian la more
broadly defi ned , th"n it _hou ld include &ain ts who .....ere lUIllOCiıted

""ith t~kkt'll .....hich had atfi li ıted with the Beokwhla. aay, by the Is
ter eeventeenth een tuey : ınd it is in t m. k nII(' only that Piri Baba
of Mrrlifon ean be Iılid to form part of t ht'& ktaa hi traditiOll".

When Wl" enempı to ",tıbl ish the ııociıl funelion of i story, Wl"

muet tind out who told it ınd to w hom. Sociıl funetion must hıve

vıri.-d IccordinR to whet hr r the atory-tel lera wt'n me n or women.
amlteıını or profesaionalıı . Fuıt Köprü'ü, in his s tudy of the med
dahil ' hiLL Btı"l"lIl!~ thr fıct t hs t l.luit... a f........ ımong them wefe de r
vish t.. : unfor tunatcly relatively !ittle ia documt'ntcd about the kin dil
of ııtt>rit."ll they told . at It'aııt during t he ııi ıı:teent h a nd .....venteent h
cen turi~. Nor do Wl" know mueh ıbout the publi c thelr lItOril'll were
d ireet ed at. Sinc@ in the Ottomın Empire m06t legendıı 8t'E'm to hıve

pertıined to dervi!!h Qinta, it la imsgi nable thı t _to ri .... about holy

:ıt For . dei.lıllo«l ~'lpUoıı of I b" p~ c:omp" '" ),t . Fuat K6pr1l/0.
" • • It H,.,k /I A N okl........ ,"- Orf.~1 ~'" y_~ı 1" ltN.... H . lk " ,.,_
ı. .. O C..,..ı"., ",....,..,,,.. "h_ LO,.. T. riıIı ... .ır.ı.. ' UlIOh...)'1 L
Aı.-AW.I )h ... ı lst...ı..ı. lUS ı.•rtICı.. _Abdal .

ro Eyll)'.. B.ıotdııal KlItkll XU. p. S~Tb _taı.. J'Irt Baıtı. wtIb Haa ••
tıo.t . nd cta ..... t ha t ıbo' t _ ..1111.1 t .....Urd Ioc"'U"' r r...... HOI"&llLII lo AıaatoIıa." pe""_"'" of LiI;ıCa A~ T~.

28 I"tuıt K6pt1Uü. _TOrkl~rde H. lk H I.....)''''C' lI ltııa. A tı Y addııoı...r , Yntdab
ta,.> In ; "'h"""" A..,'.......lcın . TOrk TarUl K urum u T.)'ı.ııtanDdIoı> \ "11 R.rt,
Sa)'. n . W..... ...... r K Oll I)' . ' . i l A ıı .... r• . llill16'. p. 391 tt. For .ıı . xample, com
ı-no ; Orha ıı K6pt'U IU. . V~li)'t'I- "."""1 Sul tan ş ııcaoddlıı. • Tuki...ı .Vee ......... ,
XVıı Ili/U i . 171_18t

,

---------------+---------------
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nwn.ı.o rormed part of th e re~rlOi"" of certain _<kW.iı• . Moreow r.
as the Ii br~ of drrvialı td;k~ often coııtainf'd conaido.-nble eeı
l':'Clions of legendary lut"', Lt iı likelf that I Line i n!ltiıutiorıa (or
med radl .tlon centres from whieh m_oy ıueb narralivet! were ıpreıd

loto the community ,
Aa fır aa the alory of Pin Baba.of Merz ifon I ı eoneerned, th ree

~rııiOfl. have BO fa r been dteccvere ô. One wu very br iefl y sumrna
rıeed by Şiik rtl Akkaya, who en eountered it in the ec urse ol .h ls
tnvela during the nine~·thirties". According to tbiı tradlUon,
t he Aint iliu a pprenttce to • ıtıoema.ker. While the Iıtter v,"U ıt

pr.yu in the Hicaz, Piri Baba broughl hi. master . Irıy of ....~mı
hd ı:a. From t he flower deılgn on the tray, the mas ter recogniaed
his properıy and upon hia raturn teeated his a ppeemiee with .'ıpeei. '

conside ratron. A second. much funer jegend of t he ..me ...ınt hu
8UI"ViVed in Evliya ~lebi·. trawl book - . It eontains ekmf'n la whielı
are not t OlLnd in a ny OC the oÜ\(>r ex tant \"eraions. partieu l&rly re
ferenees to the conqu...t of tunir. FinaUy. t he Topkapı Sarayı Jibrary
in Iıııanbu l~ a Ilm.1I undated man uscr ipt of eig bte-en pa ges.
which giV<'lI the only fu ll biography ot the salnt that hu become
known so far. In IllighUy di ff ere nt veretces, the lıOriee related by
Akka y. and Evliya Çelebi reaır he re " , T he b tanbul manueeript wu
suppoııedıy _rittE'n by one Hoca ıbrahim. BOn of t he Syr1an or Da,
mutene (Şamiıoğlu). but who ..... mOBt likely a rel!lilknt of ).ler ,

zifon.
As far aa the llfe-t trne of the h i.ııtorical Plri Baba Iİ ecncerned

(if lndeed there w • • one ııuch persen and the legendary f igu re iıı not
an amalpm). so me information ca n be ga inro by receurse to the
taxregiııten. Of tahm . An undaled rn&n\I.8Cri pt which .ccoroing lo

the arehive ut.alogue " 'aS eoınpiled du ri ng the re ign ot Se lim I. oon·
ta ins a refl!'rencıe to the tek ke of Piri Baba. At the time the demıh

community wu bein g healied by a Ct'rtain Şahkulu DedI'u. Sinoe

29 M. Şük ı1l. ( "ku)'.). O.., .. A~...ı..l.. ·d<> Il... VUI<ıt"''' ( "nkllr_. 113"1 ,

p . tT .
ıo Cocnpoı.~ _ .. I" ınd 1. 

n Cotnpa" -. 20
S2 Bqbakazı1>. ArtlYl. aect_ Tapu Talu'ır t T'f l. DO. to. P. ı sı ocı)' at_t ..

Illat ~kulu I)OO<IOO la. Ba)"dlt *u ol lhe ..,......~ MIt""t ş.&bludu DOr
Ba)'nlı ocıı:ur la tM ......... ,t otHIa ii la ~lbk l O aaaume that ıhe ırnmtdllll..

t he re is no rejere nee to the Mint h im8elf, it i.a most Iikely that be
had died before that ti me. Moreo~r. both Evliy. Çelebi an d Hoca
ıbrahim daim that Piri Baba Iived in the billuı,. or heating room
of the ~ki Ham . m which had probably been built during the finıt

quarter of the fi f tee nth cent ury. if t hiı latter- eeseruon s hould be
true, ttıere il eome reason fOf U$uming that the 'histor ical Piri Ba·
ba' moııt probebly hved d uring the ııeoond half of the fif te-enth eetı

tury.

lt la ra ther difficult lo decide when the legt'ndary biography
of Piri Baba wu eomposed. and in w hat. kind of a re lalionabip lt
stccd to the etory sa eecounted by Evliya. From the la tter wl' lea m
thal many tales con«>rn ing the life of t he Ila int were bl,' ing to ld In
ıfcrzifon at that t ime. lndeed he is eucuee 50 much apace in Evli ·
ya '. eeccunt that be mu.st bave . truek the . uthor u aome thmg of
a kıcal ct'lebri ty. An analyata of the t ..-O "t'mons may (Iuity ıao~

ol t he issue. :

f.. I1OW<'ta <>i' PI.ı s.~ wue no lonıe r allv.. Lo)' tiıe beı lnrılnı: .. r Ihe _tıc t...,nt b

~~nlu .)' .

SIl (btl)' more lPf<.orrn l&!loCl c..n be fouııd m • Ia t..r ......lal~r. Iaclte<i la ibe
Tapu K.duno G<1WI }l IMIurtUlil. 1leC1_ Kuyv4u Ka_.A Cl kar_ ı_tıtoc.YlaUod

TK ). now ....pı... f e>nrW pıort of Ibe "'t IN ılucr1bLDa' ibe , ......' of Rwa III
ibe )'ean 1I81.1!l3/ı:;7t_ :• . A........ . UM __ ,",bkıılu b Ba)'..z ll la ıaıııı ..-.
dt4 ITK sı . p. Ih l. _ e r. Ih IA InformaU..... ın1.L&'l """I' lu.n t-... out of
dal....ınce i i la uııllkely tlu.1 ı lle &&me po" _ ah<>ı.ı ld h_ve t't1l11In ..d ''',lll lot
ov ..' l'lf l)' )'u •• . Til v.." <>t iL d<'tvlo'hu n tlon«l. wlıo ......I'e lorm.lly 1,' .0'
ı..d .. lI ..ın pt from pe nt ta rtı· i ' ~i)oi! . nd 'ekdli!.; ör' i)l<l. Ina)'

have lfv...:ı la t Iw Iltıoı"O ll- e eı Two ot t M m _ ... __ ot Şahku.lu. d _

_ aa ıhe _ of • ~rta.lll Alt. o...t (i the populat1t,. al !ht " U'" .aa lt

_Id be too naky to coııdudıe tla&1 tbil dıewıtlı4a.a1 of Pırt & ..... ~pbew

A.1I Drde.
..u fOU.lld.aI_ ......s.. Htt _~ ıooa-d __ I p1euIl utal laH , )

<Jt modoeat d l ........ıoa.. .....,h U m~t ....... bten doaa te<i tllroul'h ıhe mı .......
sl..n o f _ .Ithy dtlb:na. :",..llI lnı: in thla du~.Ip1ıo.. IndIÇal'" troftt Ihe r"lIka h.d
x r..1 1 pol tnUaI r..r elIpan.loIı. yeı Evli)'. elaıına t "'t m ııı. t ime II poax <1 •
"'rEll' nu mber of Ibtnldlqa, ........ Imp...._ l" Ih&.a t~ of tM ...... Itb)' t ada .
t_ of KoYU. Ba ba III Oamaııetk ' Batdat K6tJo;G 3001 , p. sn b l . How m..., h ol

tbla LA pu... rbetone la of eooı... lrn~ıJ:Ne til I t ll ...d .... Iuı DO _,. of
rıı...ckfac Evlı,..·. daim Illat __t i '" hı.>ııd...... dirn'to.Iwtı _ fa ...........

But il to. stili obriiias t"'t durtD.. I"" f_ lu. lf of tM .......nteeath tury tM
lellb m uat iu. .... ahowıı .ppnclaW.. I'rowtlı .

_______________b _
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V<'l'1iion ı (Hoca ı brahim i

Seetion A : The "I i racl~.work ir,g Apprentice

ı. Int rod uct ton : P iri Baba'ı fAmily baekı;:round and . r rival in Mer 
.:tfon one bri(>ny deser ibed .

2. Pin Baba ia Iat e (t'tehing wa te r. His muter dcee not un dentand
the prcferred e xplanation and gf'ts a np-y a t him.

3. vaneucn or 2 ; Piri Baba brinp Zrmzem "" ater Cor hi. master
to d rink. No t belie \1.ng his explana tion. the master tn" to pu
ııiah h im.

4. The mm!'r f'mbark. on • pilgnmage to Mt'kka. Wh ile at t he K. "
!n. Pin Baba brinp him Iıdnr prepered b)' his wtre at homlı' and
"'tum. in S miraeulO\l.llIY _ba rt t tme, HilJ master '. wife brlie\'f"II
in him.

5. Vari.tion OC 2 and 3: Pi n Baba bri np wat..r from Ker~la.

Wlwn hia muter again disbelie\'ea h iıı expıan.ıion. one of his
e>_ l una blind

6. f"t-ople ı.ı..gin to be lieve in Pi ri'a aupernatural po"'........ Th e mu
teıs wıre convinCX'a her hllBband by reoou nting him the mlncldı

peevioWllY performed.

j . VariaUon of i) : Peorık- ~.. ho Ilave eeen pjn Ba ba in Kl:'rWla ecn-
f irm his mirac:u loua t rawla.

8. Varia tion oC 6 and 1 : Pi ri Baba'a mothl:'r aeeepte him .. a &aint.
Seenon B : The Saint ol t he Eııki Ham a m

9. Pi rt Baba dr ivN a nail into the sıoee with his bare handa,

10. Pirl Saba joinı a pienie and miracu lously cooks the meaı.

11. Varia t ion 0110. : Pi rl Ba ba hall grapeıı rt pen out ol -.ııon. 1\vo
oC t he bunches a h! pa ten, while one ls set u ide to prove the oc
eUl"l'nce of the mi raclE'l.

12. Pir i Ba ba. tt'pai", t he J.;ıık i Hamam by mea rı.ıı. of hiı IUpl"rna tu .
ra l JlOwera .

13. T he aa in t Iolv", a pro blem posed by a wise ma n from Gila n.

14. Hiı residl:'l\ee hı th e hama m ha ving gi ven tiııe to eompla i n tıı,

Pi r i Baba ia viıUro by t he SuJtan. Hı.' approaehE.-S the ru ler In
a rat her unoonven tiona l ma nner and pronouneea wordıı whk h

7

are taken to predict the eonq uee r ot lııtanbu l. The Sultan deela 
rrz himseff IBtlsfied .

15. r irl Ra ba refuees t he Sultan 'ıı ofCf'r of girtl:.

16. Koyun Baba OC (bımaneı k nkı the Su ltan for donaUon. and
aeknowled~ıı the greatneu of hiıı riva ı.

li. The conqueat ot l6tanbul itı a nnounOt'd to the Su ltan.

IS. pjri Ba ba frequentıı; t he apol where hia trkke ia to be buil t an d
diN t here.

~Uorı C : Foundation of the Sanc tuary.

19. In a dispute between Narince and xrereırcn oone.ming t he 1,,1,.

mainıı of t he wnt . tm- ıownemee retain the upper han d.

2(1. Kara Fı:1)a iı: !tE'nt to ıs tanbu l to alOk (or omeia l Iw-Ir in f'tItabli,..
hlng a m ln/ .. he d ies ",..ıttiou t havin g Behiewd hi. purpoee,

21. ı.ce-ıt preesure to establ itıh B piOWl foundation i. brought to bear
upon Ali ~, a ",IBU\'e and folkwo...r ol t he ..int . The IBUn
atttmptıı. to avoid the- issu e.

22. Pin Baba'a i nterventicn "VN Şaml~lu Hoca ıbrahim f rom
dr1wming in B ..tom. lIoca ıbrah im promi_ to bui ld a Ilah ·

etuary over the n int's v a\'e and ded icate a gi r l to h is se rvice.

23. Construction ot the t ekkr . t'lltabliahınent ol the ·fou nde-r ·.. fa ·
mily' , a nd compoıı.itlon of the kog~nd are bridly reccunted and
round olf the ıstory.

Venlio n n. (Evli}'a Çelebi) (corre.sponding ma in ly to Venıion I,
r-:o, ı -u

B. Complainı.s are brought betoee thl' Sultan conce m ing Pi ri Baba'.
se rvice to t he women in t he lıall'llJrIl.

bı Sultan Murat th reatens LO kill tht' n int, who hal f d iaappearıı

into t he ~"B.ıı (co mp81"l' ı. 9 1.

ei Pi n Ba ba exhortıı t he SultBn to con 'luer b mir,

di He knfa dll t wo leaves of bread o ut of ııtone and, ıcivin ı: t ht'm to
the Su lta n a nd Crown Pr incc Mehmet , predıe tll the con'luellt of
l ııtanbul .

('. The prophccica a re f ulfil led . whereuııon t he Sultan t'fIta blUlht'S a
ri ch fou ndation ,
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it is !ikt'IY tha t Evliya did no t use the book by Hoca ıbrahim

or Li tut cloM I)' related to i t . even if one .110....1'1 for the Cact tha t
ht' cn en pe rm it red himııelC . 11 kinda ol liberties ....ith hi. lIOUrct'a" ,
Hc wever , ecme cloııe p.raJll'ls tetween the It'gt'nd ot Pin Blba and
the 1"i/dYf't!«i ırıt' of Hacı Bektaş an.- readlly appanmt : Pin Baba',
mi raculoua p.llgıimage to the Ka ba i i. t i is modl"Ued clo&t>ly upon
Li aimiJar t'xploit by Hacı B..-ktq" . There iL i" Lokman·ı Pl!'rf'nde
.....ho. whiie at pr. yer on Arafi t. wi:Jhes (or !LOLnr (nUt'1'1I which a re
jıu; t now ~ing prepared in his home, Hacı &>kU., taketl it upon
hirr&llf'U to bring th..m to hi m. [)iCCerent hcwever from Pin Baba '.
rattıer J..- aai nt ly muı..-r, Lokrna n ta quick to grup the . ign iCicance
ot t be ",ent . Ht' hilnJ't'lr earrieıı home the lray as Li proof of his
.ıudEont'a miracle, and upon hi. reuıee informs the other membera
ol the e:ummuniıy. it il probable that the ator y beard by Akkay a ,
where Lhe tny alııo h.. s uch an important ro le to pJay, 'A'ti ~'~n

rnore ' trongly ırül ll~nced by the Lokman-ı Peee nde t radi t ion than
wu the C&IIe' . ' it h Hoes ı brahim'a ,~ion.

Anoth~r paral~1 is 'ppaf?nt in the aWf)' of Piri Ba ba ', grar-.
ll, 111 According lo tlw l' ildyd · lIId _ of Hacı IWIı:ta.t, the Mi nt.
eeeceıpemed by HlZlr . m illi th~ garden of a et'rtain &Jı,eddin in
aptingtirne" . The visiton as k for rn~lorıs., . ·hich the hoet is una ble
to providoe a t such ' n " , r ly "&lIOn. Hacı &lı:tq t lM-n ca l1M1l thrre
mf'kms to r iJW'n and is given two by the utonhıhed gardenE'r. who
~taıl'l» the thi rd to take hom~ at night. Ap in Bahuddin is; nıher

qııicbr to gn'p the apiri tua.l mf'aning of this e~nt than Piri Ba ·
ba ', f~ lIow Wwnllmt'n: ht- becomt'S a dt-voted follow~r ol the &aint.

?iri Baba', aupeomatııral ability LO .allen 8tone. a ttes ted both
in the Hoca ıbrahim and Evliya ~Iebi "erai ons , O. 9: U, b. d i a180
hu iı. paralle iıı in the I~gend of Hacı IWktaş. The lalt~r oint oppna
a window in hia plıı«o ol rt' t rn t , or çild ane, by th~ ııimple ~xpedient

of hitt ing the wall with hiıı fiııt ... Fı.ırth~r parallels can be found In
Iocal Ana to lian lege nda. from the imprint8 of Hac ı IWkta,', t~th

33 CoolC\"nı ln" i u"", E vli,... n'.ek of hlol -..~.. e<>mpa ıı .,ku re ıı:...n.
~.-ı:',1I" (·....111 s ..1ı,,1I. ' , B;" lood Cildi."", K".",."k"'" Vu r B, .. A.....,lrr.
_ . ( laU nbul. i~', p. U tt .

:1'1 ." k ,II· p. :ıa n . Vlldr , 4 , f'd. G11l pınath. p. t;.1 .
:ti'> .ii "k,/)- P 800, V ;lıt ..,.. , .•,j , ..ı . GöJp,ndrli. p . 2%·21.
:ıt; " ,1,, /) - ..,,"' . , p. LIb. VIL" l"" . ..4 4. Gölpınuh. p. 38.

7

over the getewey to the teklu of Seyyit Cui to t be ~df.ra~le
number of places where the tcctstepe of All, Muhammed ' son-m
law or scme other ııa.int are I t ll1 twing , havro" . In anoth~r lM"ction
ol the I·Udye l.,,6nu!'. we (inci Hacı Bt-Ir.lq cıı tti ng the rock aa it it

were a eecumber-s,
But the rnoıııt aipiCieant parallel undoubtedly eoncel'Tlll the mi·

raeulouı RSCU~ from a ııtonn cı. 221 which ,uppoeedly prompted
Hoca ıbrahim to have the tekke erected ... Wlthin the I·jldye t. llldme•
t his ' 10f)' even oeeu~ three ueee, alıhough it is not there can '
nected with the laundalion of the zodye. Kather. one of the ıı.eafa·
non o ,"e'd in this laa hiOll. , mE'rehanl, , haw, his gratlıude by
pr-entinJ; th~ ..int ...ilh a coruıldf'rable ıum ol moıwy ~ a pi~1I
donation (Jlnir) , The o1lM-r. a an captain by the name of Kıra~

eve n joiM the cire~ of Hacı Bekta4'. de rvish-. Difl~n'nt from Pi·
ri Baba. bcwevee, Hacı Bekt .. doea not in t~ nııra~ aaııu ı:ıe
tlıe shape ot lin ammal ; oeıee he a ppt'Al'8wiUıuuI . ny dia,UUM!, ",hıle

in the second episode ht- takts 0ıI l he fornı of a compleUly nalr..ed
deniah" . if on the other hand, Piri Baba is eeen by Hoca lbrahım
aa' deve, t his ıraditiOll may well ha'"e resulted from contaminatioıı
oi tbe ' resc\le--from-Uıe-atorm' atery with the E'pi8Ode in whiclı Ha
cı Bekta4 meeıe the dem.hes of Rum. For it i, by I ppearing aa a
don' thal Hacı Bekt.aıı onl'COml'8 the resiatance of the ftItab1ished
holy men , nd managdl to kttle in ttwir le rritory" .

T bese parallels do not ıtrictly prow that the .~ple w~~ l'e'

Ia-ttod J"iri Baba'. miraclt'tl "'er'(! in taet acqualnted wttb t he Vıldyd·
Na_ diNCt ly. Lt is con~iv.ble that the compUonı of tbf> 1"''0 if"
~nds s imply utiliıtod t radit ion_ cıırrt"nt in ıhe ome milie1l. But a
knowledge ol thf> ııtory of Hacı Bt-kı... is , t ill rather Iık:ly. if lıo.
thf> per iod in which t hiıı k-gt'nd wu compHed would provıde a ter
minWl ante 'luem lor t he compolliti an of Pırt Baba'. menakı.b-Jlame" ,

31 h ..yu. i "{"' r . p . 11. LOLL .ıKI ..ı...w....,..
3~ V ,/dY" ' · fd. Gölp ına 'Iı. p. n ·
311 . ...... k'". _ , p. l :\.a/ t>. VIld Jl"'-..ı .... . d . GOIp,n.rh, p . M -n. 71 .
40 V Jıtll'"""..ı ,"~. ord. G11lp'n.,h, p . Tl . I.. iM tlı lr4 ..p....,.., Hııc. a.,kta,

...ndıı H,Kt r to ...y bo&l In 4anvr ol .ın k ln".

tl V iıa"",·." ",,, 4. C.6lpınarlı. p. LB .
U G6lp'nar" in "'" Int ....... "'!'ıon t o t l><' V ı/ıt l/d-.." ..... . p . XXV a....m...

t hat in LU pr....... t rorm lt wu cuonJ>Olf<"d du r ın.. Ih. M'COn4 lı..ı! of I I><' nft,...ot lı
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)Ol uch leq ııign incllrı t are the pa ralle1B between the story of Pt
ri Baba and oth...r b mo us It'Kt'ndary texts bt'lon ging to the Bektashi
Irad it ion. such Lu t hose rol ati ng to Abd al ıı u.sa. KılJ l Deli. Hııcım

Sultıın or ŞiJcao>ddin Baba. Th t' miraculoutı. BOf1en ing of .tont' ıılso

eecura in t be Il!gt'ltd of lkyyit Ali Sultan or Kızıl Dt'1i. "'hile U.eım

ııhamı Hscı Bo.-ktllf·s power 10 change into ii eove ııt wilı . an d Şü 

eeeodın ~f~ the gi!ta of!t'red him by one of hi s wealthy edhe
ren ta", HOIl~Vf!r. the twc {irst-namt'd tıılt'll mııy jus t as "'~ii hııvt'

ecme f ro m t he l'ildyet-MrM' of Hacı Bektq direct.ly. and the third
i$ \Iı~ıı - nigh univerdi in the biognphit'll ol eeeeue uinta ". Com.
partaon with th_ k-gt'ndıı tht'reby doea not ııdd to ou r knowiedge
in ii wııy Il'h ich would belıı us date tbe story of the Menifon ..inı-

if t he cJa.imaı ut Hoca ıbrııhim ıı re to be ıaken ıı t ııli M'riou ııly ,

the MnIodkıb-OIO'",," of Piri Baba &houkl ha ve been oomJX*'d not too
Iong after t he dt'ath ol its bero. For the au lbor ckMJely -.-xiaıı-S

hi. acccunt wıth the conııtruetion or the lt!kke, whi ch llu l'poııNly

toolı: place whilt' P iri Baba'. nepbew was etüı al ive. even tbough by
thııt t imt' ht' Il..... very old nuın. sıeee the tt'k ke wiu ! unctioning
by about 1520. the original verstcn of the kogt'nd ııhould have been
"'Ti U"'n during thoMo y"'anı ııt the Iateııt -'. Howevee this corıcluaion

_Iıı.'. A••oU..... IDtI>c.ator. p>ıotıııa- iii tl... "n'" ••...,1_. la ftIIIıW'Clf'd .1111.

tlw towl....i _ da l.. o f ILW ı..k .... ol Ko7"1I Ba ba ILI e.:ı.n.ı ......k- A CC<>r<UD&' LO .ı.

....npl_ pııbl lıOtw<i lı)' N ~iii .o--ık"ta Vc KIt.ıw •• (" L
~ l lt3ll •• i~ -Ul. Ko",.. & dıe<l \rı I t S&-6ll , ..d hlıO ..........ı...rm 111
ll... fOı~ır )"..ar. Wlıll" II l.ııttonaıı11' boot. ...... Pin Baboa .nd KO)'Ua Baboa
...., _LI ıw p"'''I' tktıllo Ibe fad ıhaı U,.. lall'" ........Uo..NI .t all hWaııa

that Ibe "P*>de' _ Id 1101 ha" .. ~ii .....11'"' dowu m \Kb lietou iw ........ı. loaIt
or tboo flfl...... lh ......111.,. .

tt F o' A bda l ..__ ııoı:e 2. atao . ''...1 K6p'Ulli . e )l" , ' ·da IkkÜ4'l lk..
r "'I<I6G' ır,........ .. VI t 1'-391. 13-.0.

on K ••, ı 0.11 : Co p, ılı C<'bKi ıo;,.ml Klltl1I'h. ..nl. p. 2t

orı H ım !kı ltilıı : Kutlol' T"'hud.. ...ı ~ u... ~'tItIJ"'-"' ''''' de" 1101.....-1..'"
s..ıı..... .: '..k __lı.. H. ıJ lgftt ı..~.. d .. t 60-.111l. IIUt i. p. n.

on Şlknddln ; Köp.1I 11l• • V..liy.. ı.n 180 .
tl Tlı.. ..11.01 <or _ ...1111 lo ılı.- ....... , lıal h .bo occun ın ll yu ..ı ıo.. h••

J{ıoır•• plı, ; E""I)"" .. P.I"" ır"'"• • U " 'IU,tl oa do- "" lo!eondıı~ • B)'Mn.....~ A ıı .

....ı... KSe:. 21 t 1\Itl~ ' . 1~13119. """'pa'" 1.163 Lu. ..f .....n~...
U A~~"rtl lnıı, to H"". Ihr. lıı",·. (i. Im. ıı.. ""d .n .."p. ......"'" "Y..' ın ı

tt... 1,..oJ. _ nd t llf' ''''-Jr''' ot • <in" .. puı u p OY.' l tı<' ....I •• n~.. lo ı lle 0 1.."'"
or P ',.I IHba . 110 ......" .... LLL • ....,yn l " .. II. lll..." Ilıor or IIIf' p... ......ı . Iudy hu

7

",millnil doubtful in \"Iı riOU$ reepeete. Th e language of the text poinlll
to tht" seventeenth ra ther- tbıı n to the tinıt ha lf of the ı ixteenth cen
Iury". Wh ile this Iıl11 te of . (( aire. ma y ot eeurse bt' d ut' to lat t'r
adapta t ton, it doee not t'nclly ı ncreese contidence in a n ",ar ly dau
of romposition . MOl""O\"~r. il Şamhothı Hoca Ibnıhim did in f aet
fin ıın~ repain to the- tt'kke, ..y in the eeventeenth eeruury, ht'
miı:ht have had an intereet in nown ling the JMIIQkIINI<ı1l'W to . uit
hiıı own t'nda. Un,u. r uıeee cireumaııınOf"l. it iıı fortunate that Ev
liyıı ·. eeeccet gh"ell us ii welf-de veloped versi on of t ht' legend . ·hkh
muııt have bt-flı current about 1600. Due to itti ecstence, t he ({un
Uan IILL to when Hoca ı brahim really wroee~ıe.. preuing.

""'"' "".ı.ı. lo fııtd .. IUtt' . _ OK ın. oU , . Iıı ııw ı..k .... _pk... -ı,~
....1IdıIıP u.ıı boo -.,.0 .pouı LrOIII i .... i Tlııı. " _ " 'PriQI>« \ii ,,_ ol I...
f .oc1 tlut I lM! ....ı&dıııp ot Bo-ktaaIIl- l ..k.w., -nh i .... "ll.CO'pUOII ot IM I. , ka.
_re l"t'plarl,. _ lroTf'd ....11 klt.a. WlIhmul ii~ ..... ı n. Soolır.tulIl

...... m UM. •_pare. .. _ ........pk __ır ıa.a.i\,. Ilafnoldlrl Anı''1 l ilfot.

liooı ce...ı E " kat...... 136Il4II .
11 ıua _ bHOtı ~lhW to ı. i ..... iu ... 011 1110- i .~ ol p\rt Haba. _hıdı

.ppea" LO hau ..ıı<k-.~ ,,' .....,...I\rıii III ıı. ....1' 1...IıI "'Uı .....1.. .,..
)L0l0l ot u................. U... aM'I...". ahow 1>0 lIlK.lpl-': _ ot LIIC'rn. bo
_'. tıNıGP LO. «'rt.lll ..I· ...... Y-..f Baba aad la dalf'd I M ' 17n-... A DO
tlw."'" la .. ........f'd lı, • u.klUlıl i_f ...d _ ... Yfl' worıı _"pi_ da lf'd
1233/ llll1 · I&.

A_. p loree ot IrıfOl' l ıooı .- lııelı &1 rinI aetıl .",,",." lO bt' lIWfIal 101'

dılıll!l.ll" ....'~ ..... .ıao tı w<ı out to ba • b1lftd ııı"" . w twn Y ol la A U la
Ullablo> lo ........... ı ı... ~_ ot IM aCWa, tr..... Gı1aD. .... ır-- Lo P"'a' 101'

'ıı~p,...t_ m i "," ..... i o . ....... ır of rtam H.ınlt . H _ ••. 1110- .....,rt pt ....
of """If011 in T • •k •.,. Vd'" A"""..,.. tloaa fOO ..-q_ II' !Ala """"'" _
do _ rıad ..._"'" ii.. ".ıı...ı .rı It \rı UM i ........ ...pı ıTT 80 , p. 131 tt .
T'!' Ml . p. 3106 •. TlııIlO ı. ııli i .... n ualortun.te aa i ahould Mn ,,"ii DO
.eaaooıı lo ....r... to • _ ·.."ı.I..a l piace of _ ..blp. Lo tbat i .... dat .. qf Lu COII·
atnKltoa _id ha ".. pnnrıd..d . 11 u«'II"1ı 1 terrnlii'" poat qlOOO"'-

E"")"... laır"" k-\U ...1.... )".. ıocıh-.-. . 11 t n..oe n"N qUC1II_ b, f'ı.ırn las:

t hat pı.ı Baba ıı"f'd . n uı.aorduıarll)' Io"ır lite. from lho- ~L,If1L or &oltuı Ot·
han lo Uu.t of M..II......1 LI. n .. S.. lta.ıı that Plrı Ba ba ..on froıııa la i .... t:8kl H. ·
"'.m Iı ...ıı..d M..hrlı..1 by H oca I lIr.lıım. "'lın.. . :YII )". .......U f .... h lrn •• )lu r. t .
t.ııı.., ot ..-,"11"'..1 III.. Cntıq"".o•. n ii ı. ob"k>uıı Ih.t ıoc. ı t,.dll lCJ<l .......
. 1<1....<1 Pı .ı & LNr. lo ba ........"'n' pu " o f Mellmri I . ıı u •• 1 ii or M. h.m..ı 11.
ot> 01..1 rı.. should ha..e U"..d in Ih.. tın......ırı e.-ıı ıu" . 11010l""••• II la hard ıo ..,.
Iıo. ...........1' Ilıla tradltltın . houl<l w t,k..a.

t 6 Fo, tlılı Infomıııilon i "nı \rıdebiNI lo P rof. Vt". N". t,,!. erın pot.l. ULL
Y.. T~,'h Cog-. " IY. Fakıllı...... An U ...
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P ıRt BAB A OF lı4ERZırox

A. the conquest ol Iıtanbul Lt ment lcned in the meJIaklb-lwme. the
ear liefll and Iıtnt ımong the Ilkely <tates of com~ition Ile ap
proximately two centur tee _pa rt.

Featul'd of ıodal etrueture u reüected in the legend oC Pirl
Babıl ca n eonve nie ntty be groupPd ıınder the following be.dinp :
tamily I"e'laılonahiı-. urban social arruet u re outside the family , and
pop ular reHgion . Wh fOn d~ing t heee topia. hcwever, we mual
keep in ınind that we alT dealing "ith. fictional aeeccm , and that
CıPrtain remaru may reflect images eurrem in the mind of the s toey 
ıeuer ralher than the reali t.K>. aurround ing him. Rf>mırli:a eceeee
nin g family lif e a re al l the more IJignifica.nt as this is • topi c on
which we Lo Car have wory limited information ".

Pin Ba ba '. IıtOry ~ginı. \lo1.th the obsorrvation that hi . motlH.'r
broııght him to Me~fOll and 'Ppn!Dti~ him. TIıia makes iL !ikelr
that slıe wu • wtdcw, for c tbe rwtse her husb&nd wculd probably
haw laken tbe initiative in this matter. 3ol0re0ver, the lege nd maltll'S
no eererecee at al l to Piri Baba'ı fıt~r, ı ltbough inhabitantJI ol tbe
OttOrDan Empire "'...re nomıally identified .. 'X lIOn (daughter) of
Y.' Pirt Baba'ı mouıer OCC'Ura ceee ıpin in the COUnle ol the ırtory:

Af ter the ..int'ı miraeulo\UI poyı-ers have a.lread)' woo a meuure of
rewgnit ion in the eommunity, abe formaUy ackDo""led gN his lpe
cial gifts and rommits Mnlel! to hia proteetion",

Anothı:or ..pect of family lif e is toucbed upon when deseribing
Pirt Baba', appreııtioeahip. Appareotly tbe boy no Ion~r ıtared

",ith biı mother, but Iived io the house of his master . T here he "'aa
expecUd to obll'y not on ly the ordera of the master hi~If, but alııo

thoae of the muter'ı wife. C&.nyiog food f rom the bouııe or wıter

from the fcuntain w.. probably a rommon chore and .. ıuch tbeae
fl'lturt'll are duly emphlUlized in the ıtory. Wit hin the family, the
opinion of the mııter'ı wife ıppeoara to bıve eounted for ııomething.

="'ot only wu ıhe t~ (jrat to recognize Pi ri Baba'ı miraculoUl po
wo:'rI, ahil' LIIfO con vinced her hUlhand thıt he was deıiing not with
i lazy and overimaginıtive apprt'ntice. but with a young sa int ... It

tT Compe... !tonaıd C. J eQOlll1'a, . Wo m.... ... F....r ly 171h C<-nlU ' 7 {)Ilom. n
Judıclal Rnotd• • nı. sn..ı. Courı o f Anlol laıı K. ,.... rt. . Jooı .....l 01 LA. 1>0;0'

• 0 ...... .....11 6..... ..' Hioı l ""Jf 01 I lle 0 ...... 1, XV IIL l, U97~ I . ~~ . 1l ~ .

48 Jl~",,"'cl>......_, p. 6a;tı.

411 N ,,_ p. :Lb.

iıı poesible thıt the role of He u ce. ~Iu hımmed'ı firat wıre ınd one
of hiıı earliest diseiplee, mad e it ea.ain for the luÜıor of the k~nd

to eonceıve i wo man in tbill role.
Evliyı'ı atory introdUee3 i number of other featunos coııct'rning

women and the fa mily. Whi le in Hocı Ibrıhim 'ı version t he aa int
ıimply appeared to be livio g in the Eıık l Hımım, Evliya mede him
ıet .. a 8E'rvant in t~ publ ic ba t h" . Th ere he rabbed down the
wo men cuııtomers witb .oap ınd hıircloth. Moreo"er , he predicted
the ~x of unoorn child",n ınd &<IviMd ex~ting motht'ra eceeee
ning t he names thei r offıpring ııhoold be given . Aıı thelıe appeoa r to
have gone on fo r quite eome time btofore the notablea of t he to.,..n
began to object.. At It"lBt in Hoca ıbrahim '. version. the prominent
citikm complaining ıbout tbiı matter befoe-e the Su ltan claimed
to be eoevteeee of Piri Ba ba '. &aintline., and auppoHdly only
prctesıed becauıte of t he gt' neral principl ea itıvelved, Piri Baba'ıı

jUlltification for hiıı behaviour iıı aiso of ııome ıntereeı, Pnognant
wo men , he is made to lIIy , ıhou ld be conaidfored aa brood·mares of
the faith. for they mig ht well give birth to many e xal ted Idt'ftt4 . He
hinuıclf should be oonııidenod i .tabkoboy, who N hbed down the
mans and Itept tbem in gccd wndition. It ""u probably by remarka
OC tbiı tn)@' thıt Piri Ba ba had camed his ",putation ii a holy fooı" .

Puaing from the family into the wider rommu nity. wc fi nd
tıl"rtain obııo:orvatlona ro~rning the ""I. t ionship bet wf'oe'n m"l~r

and ıpprentitıl". 1be rt ght of the maa ler lo be.t an ıppnmtitıl" Db
viCU81y conatit utea the bac kground for lIeveral of the t'piııodea bet 
W('4:'n Pin Baba a nd t he M~rzifon ıhoem.lter he WU IM'rving. Ho
""ever the pov.-er OC the Iıtter iı not depicted .. unlimited, for evt"n
ıt • time when no one ....·. 11 a.a ye t ıware of the boy'ı minculouıı.

powen. Pin was one.: s panod i beıtin ı; becaıae 'othe", ' interVE'nerl.
Nothing iıı ııaid ıbout the identity of tbele peopl e. but pl'Pllumıbly

they .."...re neighboura, and if th e ıh(l('makfon of Men ifon ""t'rt' mon
or leııa ron~ntrated in one p lıce , t hey mıy well ha"" beton the maa·
ter'ıı fellow guildılmen ". In Iluch a rontext it iı ",mırkıbII" that this

!LO Evli)'' ' BatıSal KÖJl kU no. ~. p. St . h .
M Evll y.. Ra'dal KÖJlkU. no. 301. p. S4. b.
112 W.. Cd e not M r b rk1' gllmı-e- of l he ..laı L-.h lp belwt'O'n ma. l rr and

a pp'''lll iee ...h.... Pırt Babıfa ınut..r makc. h ı. Pffperalloıı. for l h. ptlv1mall"e.

__________________1 _
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account of life among art i Sllmı contam s no reterence to a for mal
guil d struct ure not- to th e t radit ions current tb ere in.

Aside from th e cra f tsml." n. the text alsa retere se veral tim es
t o th e ıaema. Unlike ma ny etertes belcngtng- to t he Bektashi t radl
tion in th e na rrowe r serise of the word . the eııta bli ııht"d rcligious
Icaders of the eommunhy are treated with a rcaecn able degrce of
reepe et ". When Pir i Baba refu ııcıı the gifts offe red him by the Sul
tan. he auggestıı th at t hey be give n to t he loca l rdcmfl I neıeed. IIQ

t hat th ey might pra y for the saıvaucn of h i ıı sö ul'". At th e ııame

tim e. Pir i Baba is made to surpass th e u ı,.ma in knowledge. This iıı

demonıı trated in th e IıtOry of the ııcholar f rom Gilan. who had pcsed
a diffien!t rengtcue question to th e ulcfM (lf Amu ya"'. As he did
not rece ıve an answcr, he wcnt on to ~I e rl.i fon . where the local tea r
ned men were equally perp lexed. However, Pin Baba went out of
his way to eave the pride of t he ule ma . In fact he did not even ent er
Into any direct eontact with th e scholar from Gilan. It was one of
the ıocat rel i giouıı leeders who passed th e queation on to t he ss tnt ,
and when the ıauer wea requ eeted to keep süenr abcut t he inctdent
he showed no hesitation abııut doing so.

According to the legeud as rclated by Hoca İbrah im, Pir i Baba

T~ a pp' ..nll « LıI to rem " ln in hl~ m,,~le". hOIlM', bul In Ih.. dII)'tln' .. ~ ••
"" p"(Ir<l. Lo WOtk fot .. fellow .ı.o.,mak<·• . An e. htıı t "lıırn Ihe old m."ı... plan"
LO daim Ihe bo y . Thouıı-h not .." p llc ill)' ırt.aı..d . Ihl.. a rrıı nK"'m"n l waa p t obabl )'
1ı1an ln t ..ndo-d lo pto" ldo: fot Ih.. c bLld ın cUe h ı. m aal e . dio-d in i h. roil " " of
h ı. tr."el • . We do noı h..at wl><-l he , l ' lrt·. m ol h w n ••kl'd to . h", """...nl .

in t h.. ca.., of tra"eııın, me rch.a n t•• a pp nt ict' . wc . e IIQm..Ume. laken
..lon, . lt .. a pPll.enl f ro m .n ..nı.)' Int o i i><- A n k.ıı •• k.ııd' .Idıı..tl, ~ Etnograf)'''

M ilı"';' A nk. .. , voı. V . p. 31 _32. no. HO t l'lJl t in • ...,h c....·.. lh .. COn.s<"nt o f l tı..
pa tO'nu wn n~cı"d . In Ih ı. put lelila r ca..... Lı i . wo rt h n'-'Ung lhal bo l h I"-' . ..nı.,

not Ju. I ı lı<' f. t h a pP". . ..d aa pl" ln tl ff" belo.... Ih .. "'ıd. wn.,n l he bo)' had
'-n ....ld Into ı.." y.

s.3 COn' p" .... Ih e ..l oT eoll"eı..d In 1)1ı .lı l1n y ,ld ır'm. T.,ı< li del. ;.... ı ".d..
8 ..1<1..,i T ip ;. " B..~i' F'k " 1I" •.., ~ ... ... .v..rnt l . Hıııtü . Bakanlıt', M ıllı Folk-
lu . ı.:ıa lreal Ya)' ınlan : LS Ha lk Ed..bı)'atı DlX kIl l : 2 l A n ka ra. 11116 ).

M .lIeııok ,b ·.... me . p. 12&.
55 PoaıIlbl)' Ihe a . rlval o f Ihe WL.., ma n f ro m Gll.n ><hould be Iın<Se •• ıond

... ..n allıı. lnn lo ih" foundat iOn o f Ihe r..k k.. or AWıılkadl. Gllıınl. wh ıCh e xla _
t ed In M..., lfon i t Ih.. lım.. of E " ll)' a '. " Ialt : Batdat ~~ktl nO. 3lH. p. 316b.

was not epparentty affilia te d witn any particular order ", Even
though the legend of Hacı Bektaş probably Influenced the biography
ot Pir l Baba, t he s tory doea not usocia te tbese two ı:ı ai n tı:ı in any
way . Among t he holy men of Anatolia known from other eou rces,
Pi r i Baba ili eoneldered only to have been in eome ecntect with Ko
yun Baba . pat re n of th e ııanctuary jocated in the nea rby to wn of
Osmancık. Rivalry iL:! depicted as t he dominant feature of thi s re.
tat tonship. and Koyu n Baba ia definitely mad e out to be epirt tual ly
inferior to the hero of th e legend", While Piri Baba rejecıe the
giftJı oitered to him by t he Su lta n and is quite displeased when sorne
ot his discip leıı ııhow fewer ecruplea, Koyun Baba Ls deptcted LLS as·
king t he ruler for gold , foundation Iandil and woollen fabrice for hiıı

ri"rv illoh l'll-. Much of th iıı r ivalry should prcbably be asc ribed to the
fac t th at th e two senctuanes were ıccated very close to one arıother.

But etnee Koyun Baba wee considered a fol\ower of Olman Ba
ba. one of t he major ('Olonizing dervishes of t he Halkans, it iıı a tec
posaible that the atory waıı meant to highllght dif fert'nce8 in ge
neral wortd-vtew between th e t wo dervish teaders. the det ette of
whic h escape Us today. if thi ıı esaumpt ton ia a t aU reeltsttc, it is a l
so Iikely tha t th e author of Piri Baba's lege nd interıded to deser-ibe
him as rather a 'modera te ' figure. in splte of the outward eccen
t ricityof h iıı behav iour.

Reapect for the ulema did not however preelude veneration for
Ali a nd hiıı family, an attitude aha red by many Sunnis '". An obvious
parahel iıı es ta bliehed between Pir i Baba 's fi rs t miraeulous pilgr i
maKe to Mekk a, and his ııeeond tr ip to the ııanctuary of Imam Hü
seyin in Ker bela. Moroover. it wu the second pllgrimage whi ch
first bccame known to outsiders and M>tablished th e modeııt shoema.
ker'ıı apprentice as a local eelebri ty.

if Piri Baba kept hiıı diatance f rom t he mighty onca of th ia
wor ld. it iı> alSl) posııi ble th a t hı' wu not ver), hig hly thought of at

:id Compare In th tıı !:On l"" t \'11 11141' . HAN . I Cııııı.n ve N d k.... _1 c....._ sü.
I,,),nu... lye . " " lel EfendI, no. 212. a n d Abdül ha k l G6l pına.lı , ~ )l en "klb- I m c..l
Clh';'n •• Tiork iN<" .V~Nll II<U '. LU C UI213_ 1 9ı:l1 . 129-132 .

51 Fo . whlt la knowıı aholll Ko)'u n B.ııba• ..,.. Ihe pert lne-nl anlde- In l A •

M Comp' ''' Mıu.hall Jf od J(1lOn . Tb ~'.... ııı~ oL " ' '' ''' , C.... . <"!<'"u .."d
H /itI ,,"Y ioı .. W" ..ld Cit'iliı"'i"" , 3 vol• . Whteııgo. London, 19141. ,,01. 2 Til .. A';r
",-, ,,. ;,,,, "i b l.. ", il< i h .V Nld l.. Pe..Iod.. , ~52.

T.. r ill Drrgiai F : fJ
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the Sultan', eoert. Whlle the ıwry f'mphasiu-ı the Cact that Pin
Baba did not wu n to demand elthe r preeenta or fıvuunl from th..
euıee, thlı may have been no moee than • face-saving devıee», \\lIen
hiı di acipl.. Kara Baba . Ut' r the death of the aa int .....ent to ıstanbul

to petiUon Su ltan Meh ml"t for help in eııtabliıhing • foundation, he
"''&ıl kept ...... iUng and d ied wilhout receivmg the expected ıdl" II
WaA du l' to the etfom ol t he loaı l citiz.ıenry. and partkuıarly of Ho
ca ıbrahim. that . tek ke and. ml ll$Oleum weee riD'lIy ereeeed.

ı.. far .. the k-gend ia coneerned, no explanation is ofiend for
the rnpectful . Ioofneu . how n by the Su ltan. However, • puııage

repcrted only by Evli)" may he lp \ILI penetrete eomewhat turther.
When de noundng Pin Ba ba for R m ng t he women bathen in the
Eski Hamam, the local not.bı~ UHd epithet. .....hich weee normally
reR~ for he terodox <korviJıheıJ. paTliculariy the terre a.ıık"". Now
t he arta ot Çorum. Amuya. and Memfon w as the eeetre ol • Kwl
bat U'Pa . and popu lar tM-t~rodoxy " ... DOt limited to villagen and
noma<b. bu t had ili ıdhe~ts among urban tt&t'lIfrn"n u _II".
Undotr thne circumatanca it b quite poııaible that Piri Baba. in
• pite o( hb al lotged~ration. was vıe....-ed with IJOmot miagivings
by tbe iıkwıa of the ca pitaL.

Among thot wondroı.ı.- foeaı. ol Piri Bak. no tales relating to
miSllionary actlnty are recoııntotd. This is all the morot rem.rk.ble,
u COl1w rting the bnthen or ebot doing battıot ıpinat them forme.ı

part of the hE'roie~ peorfonned by man y pıt demah ..inı. or
Anatoiiı and the Balk~. ıloreover. ME'rzilon in the early aix 
t~nth ~ntııry POıtıIOtSaed a aigniri cant Christian tommunit Y"·. Giwn
thesoe e1rcumatan cell, Piri Baba'. lack of acüvity in this maUer may
boot tabn to lndieate that the peoriod of mi:Nıionary zeal had puııed

" JI'-.."'......_ . p . lt b .
eo Evll)' .. ıı.tdaı K6lIk l1 LıO, 301. P. M ll b.
LLL aqtı.tr.aıılık A ... l" ~ Mllhım.... Doentr~rı. 29. p. te lıO. 231 ( 934/ 151$

no.
ll2 p.nıı:" larly l O c.l.J.:.ddın R,, 1ıı 1. Hac ı ~kUJJ. aıu1 K....ı l o.ıı Compoıre

ID Ihla «ınınt 8petoll VI'y<JIl Il . Jr.• T Iw Dccliıl" oL M.. c1 ..,. 1Hdl_M'" "' A" i11
.V c1 10\" PJOgr" .. ol 1. "' 1..... Irv... , ..... 6 """"" 0\ , ......., . , ..... ' il'......'.
C I.."1' i Ikruı.)'. ı- AnK"I London . ını ı . p6aOIll11 .

113 A,el:Otdln l" l o TTı81 . p . 386 . compllNl d"rln ır ttı. u rl)' )'••" of K . ..,, _
nı Bil l.)'m.n. t he ",mm".. II)' CODı lıoı.d ot 239 t.mUl.,•.

and • « m in equi libri um had been reecbed. Unlortunately we do
not ~ally know where to ıceeee ıhı. poin t in timot.

Ccmpared to the Byı.antine leJ{f."ndıı. ıtud ied by Evelyne PaU a
gean. urban eoeıeıy aa lt is depicted in the ato ry ol Pin Baba ap
ı~anı oomparatively ıta~ and eeeu re . Thia ia true ,ıBo il we com
pere it to t he open cou nt ryside aa deseribed in the Iegenda of Hacı

Btokla , . nd Haerm Sul tan. Ikmonic enl itiUt'S. so commo n in Byun
l ine hagiography. are totaııy '~nt l rom t he atory ol Pir! Baba
and co mparatiYotly rare in the other t we legenıh. ....rhie h howotver
MYot their- (air aha re of robben, qtıarft'iaomot holy men, tynnnk a)
Iorda and t ear.iDllpiring rulen.. Aı the aame time, the life atory of
t he ME'n:i!on Nint doea not _ m to be mııch ecneereed witb the
moral edifiattorı of i uı pubhe, In thi. reatu",. tht' If'gend d i rfE'nı

l rom i uı proba ble modeL. as the J.·ildyd ....a_ ol. Hacı Bektq iıı qııite

ri ch in ııt:rDt"J ....·hich COfllront t he realit'r or liatenotr with iMtanceli
ol eXt"mplary behavioıır" . in the Iegen d ol Piri Ba ba. the only epiao
de ol this type is the one iD which he ,.,lu_ the Sıı l tan·. gtrts. it
is probahle t bat the craftamen ol ılen:i!on did not expeet their lOCaI
ho ly men LO exhort them by prnehing or obvioua eu,mpie.

ID t he eyee of t he loeal popıı l.tion. a ppanontly t he most tmpöe
tant ilinetion ol a saint waa to be a mirad e wor lter. some ol his
m&n-ellowı. fu la involved IIt."CUring the buic ~iti~ lor ıum·

val. as when the w nt kneaded bread ou t ot . tone. took care OC
p~gnant wo men an d concemed himaell ""ith the nam e and R X of
unbom children. But t he aai nt cou ld a lllO provide cemin a menitiea
of lif e, ııuch as roaııt meat, grapea, and helv. ... Moreovf'r. "... lind
him undertaking the pilgrimage lo Mekk a and to Kerbela. whl ch
many modest towıııımen ma y have wiahed to peorfonn without bein g
ab ll' to afford the e xpeolUle. Thia coneem with what li~ beyond the
minimum demands f Of' ıurvinl ia alııo iIIıı.trated by the ıratui toıııı

reat of ıtrength thal Piri Baba perfonna by d rivin g a nail into the
wall with hia bare han

.. Compare t ht doovotlon nt Kadıne ık A tı• • Vj/d~'•..ı ...... p. M ; tt•• per_
"plo:acıı)' of l he 'Mllal\iman "". 14'. p. M; LL"" _~m".Uon of .p)'lnır . ..d i_i ...
b.-ar .nK. p. M

eş For t h., • •'nltle.".... ot />el... """'par., 11,+"" M~Uko"•• ı... r ll....1 du
~I ... .. Dcr hı.. ... . 39 I ltllWl . 180- 192 .

66 .lI "".. lrob-ot.. ",., . p . llb.

i_______________1 _
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Any ~spectable miraele' wcrker must be able to see into the
runee . a nd Piri Baba pro,," his ıneUIe by pnodlcting the ronquest
of IstanbuL. Furt~rmoft he acts aa a kind of t utela ry epirtt to t he
Eski Hama m. which a t Iegt aocording to E" liya Çelebi wu sup
poııed to have he_Iing propert iefl· ' . Probably beeause of tbese
protectlve qualit i('ll, the Inhabitanta of t he vIIIage where be waa
bom ume to )ferzifon ahortly al te r h ia dea th to ela lm hia body, and
it waa only alter heated diıK:uuion t hat the townsmen ma naged to
keep lt... These features ILli point to the Sılint aa _ aymbol ata nding
tor t he unity ol the urban eommuni ty and the enhanOfment of ila
ftputat ion _p.ilUit outsidera. be they viII_ger&. inbabilants of nearby
ıowa.. or even the Su ltan h l mııoelt .

61 Evll)"a. S.,4at K"klL -. JlM. p. 141 s, on Pırt Baba·ı yll1a&'t'. Xı,,*", .

_'P'""' T"rki vık.ı ... Iı......... p . 312 If.
6s .v~Jı:ıb I _ •• p. U b-H s .

)n;ıtzl FON'LU zıar BA BA

Riva~t kabilinden )·uılm" meün jer, xtv. iil XVi. ..ırlu ara·
_ında An_do lu'daki _yal ve din i gelişmeler üurine yapılan taht
m_lar ic:in büylik ön..m t&4ımaktadır. Mf'nifon l u Piri &bıı hiki
y..-i de bu tü r mettnl..rden biridi r .

Ömrünün bUyü k bır k ı ıım ın ı Merz ifon 'da E.<!ki Ha mam eıvann

Jaki bir mahıilkode G"eı;i rmi, o lan Piri Baba. r iviyete göre önceler i
_uyu damla damla _kan bu hamamı mucizevi kuvvettyle timlr d 
mlıstir. Kt'ndisinin okuma-yumalJı yoktur. anı::aJı. iatisnal dini bilgi.
~ Ve m1Jwov[ güce sahipti r.

MenifOfl 'lu Pirl Ba ba ile ilgili üç adet venlllyorı me vc-uttur . Bun
la rdan bi rincisi Şükrü Akkaya 'ya iit tok k ısa bir öu t . ikinciai Ev
Iiyıı Çelebi'nin Seyahahıd ınui'nde yer a lan rivayet. aonuncuıu ill('
muhtemelen Şamhoğlu Hoca İbrahim'e iit ola n ve ıstanbul'da Top
kapı Sarıı.yı KUtllphıı.n ...I'nde bulunan IS uyfıı.h k, llu r inde tarih bu
lunmayan bir elyaarn..ıdır.

t :Vliya Çelebi ve Hoca İbrahim'e gö re. Pin Baba. munıemeıen
x v . asrın ilk ~)'reğinde inti edil ma. olan Eski Hamam'ın külha
mnda ik1Jnet eUrwkte idi . Şi)'et bu iddi a doğnı ise. kendisin in XV.
asrın ikinci yarısında yaşş.rnlt olduğu Iı:uwetle muhtemeldir. Bun
ların :ranında EVIi)"a Çe lebi. kendi sinin umumi hamamda kadın müş·

teri ler i yıkamakla görevlı olduğunu , doğacak "ocu k!ann cinsi n i ön
cede n haber vt'rdiğlnl ve bu çocu kla ra ad verme hususunda annele
re a kı ı verdiğtni de twlirtmektedlr.

Pi rl Baba hiklyetı lndt' SOlJ)..1 yapı öuııılı: leri 'u batlıklar altın

da gruplandırılarak yarıaıtl1ml,tır : Aile i1i,kileri ; Ştohrin a<lByai ya.
pUlı ve din .

Yl"rli halkın göıünde bir l"vliyanın en önemli gö revi muetee ya·
ratabilmt' kti r . Piri Baba bu hu_u. ta birk aç keı hUnı'rini p t l'rmi,

__________b _
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ayrıca İstanbul'un fethini ön«den h.~r vermeltMo de ~ı~ğj gö
rebilme kabiliydini iııpat1amıttır. Şit. vnld özelliklere ..hip olan
Eııki Hamam'I n koruyuro nıhu olmu•. ölümünden hel1M'n lIOn,.. doğ
dutu köyün hallı:ı ~Iern(on·. ~lip kendisine sahip çıkmı, ve bu Ila·
rtıamın d. Idarriini Uur lf'rine .lml,larol. PIn Baba'nın bu öu llik·
leri tehi r toplumu nun birliği Için daimi bir se mbct olank k.lmı.ttı r.

P LEVN A

A lc.rtI1ll1r w V. Bold u r

T he etege of P levn a t t' Ieven i ia but one of t he epiecdes oC the
RUIllIO·Romen Turkish wat of 1877-1818. Hcweve r it has been of
ntn'me importance in the course of the wer '. During nve montha
the Ruııııian ertny was nailed down around this 5t ro nghold an d the
RUMi. ns _ul lered dere_u ",-hlch put the problem of ii ntn at of the
RUBSian .ımf to the ldı bank ol the Danube an d the cnAtion
aJtogeıhf'f ol h05tilities.

PwVt'n ""U not • man-m. de fol"UY'M built of stcee or bricb.
It w.. builı by N_tıı", itaoel( : a hol low eurroueded by ~~raJ

billocka. and tbe rt ver Grivi taa nowing through it,
The PIevna ep~ bfogina ~itb tbe Cr'OlIIing ol Oama n Puha'ı

army. unobserved by the Rwlliana. (rom Vidin to Psevee. Th e
Ruıılana did not ",.liR t he Importan~ of thia move. Witb the

1 1.,_ "'"lloiMIııııj .... Lin· 'n" ını. HıatM)' tA tbe w.. un.unı .

v. I-II I. Buc .... "'.ı. t $81.ı8a8 .

o~_.'" .............'.re'.k..' ......, lım-'ıt7" iN . """D. ' ı.c..r. corniaii 0... .
Shta t.. 111M o-crıpt_ of ule R_ h,ltlalr W.ı ot ı S7ı ·un. f'dIt0'4 b)' tlw

mUııuy.hıator. commlut.oıı ol o., ıı..dquart~.. i R.... ' " . ı- ıv. 81. . h ·
t~..bu rl". 11101 .

G<-n &:""1.,11. Ad...........1 fal",*, ...p.... ,.~.",... l ll fat or lcal Tnılh .bouı

1·1....... 1. ı. ..ı. Ilın.

G<-n. Ro du Rolı..UL P .. ..,_ i . .. ' " ......,..... , .. ........:i1Od 14 ......1>0.... D.. 1671 _

________________b _
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