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meeburun auyu ls. 4 1 k iCi)"-'t idece k mlkdin yer-ı ayrıtlayub hlzır

t")·Jjyt"lt"r. Or eenede ~Itük kangı tarafa düşerse Mhib-i an olanlara
tenblh idt'lt"r kı , nesne t" k iciler. t"kil~k min çeltükcileri ihP.r idüb
vaktinde te 'hlr etmeyüb hemarı ekt"lt"r vt" ne mikdar tohum kiUyet
ederse emin olanlar miri tarafından virüb ekdÜ""le r . Çeıtükeü I dt"t
üue tohmun eken sonra hizrnet ne iAe roj, eyleye ve çeltUk tamam
yt"tiı,dükdt"n LIOfL'" her kU""kci t"kdüği çeltüği biçüb döğüb hizmet
..tdikdt"n sonra emin olanlar kadı ma'riCeti)"le Uzeri ne varub mlri
tarafından wrikon tohmu çıkardukdan son... miri tarafına aid olan
hi~yi çıkanıb a lub kabı ide. Baki kalandan Mhib-i an içün Ö1tr
ihric olunub mi'ada künokcill"no \;rile.

5 - Vc Iiri·1 mt".ı:bürda \"iki' olan isiyab kaç olursa her- ayda
beşer akça resm alına

6 _ VI" reem-l .riısiyYe bE-kardan kırk sekiur .1I:<;:a ve blve­
&On nıı<f ı sihibol ttmbt .1.

i - Ve ba4 yantından yirmi iki Osmanli l akça w' bıçalr. ah·
minden ki mevt ieib etmeye kırk OsmanCil akça aJına. \ 'c ..ir ce­
riyim huaUalarl rikl' oldukd. Kanun· ı Kadim-! Osmaniye müriu'.t
olutla.

~ - Ve hee kovandan bir p.... resm a!ıtla

9 - Ve adet·i .ğnim her dört re 'ecen bir para alına

10 - \ '1" dbıka !ivi·i mt"zbürda vaki' ol. n Ot'vimisden ik iter
para mm ahnur imil,. Amma Vilayet-i Arabda ba'.ı:ı yt"rlerdt" l?8J1I.·i
cimus hiç alınmayub vf! ha'ıı yerlerde beşer ve altışar para a!ınur

imi,. Cemi' vlliyt" t miidvi olub her sağılur u musdan üçer par. eeem
alına deyu f t"rman olunmağın t"mr·i şerif mucebince ber- sağılur ea­
mWl8 Uçt"r pa... reıım kayd olundu.

ı ı _ ~aimiyytı. avarız-ı divaniyyeden mu.iJ' ola ılır.

THE F'IRST CHALLANGE OF THE Tt:RKS ACA ISST

THE ARA BS IN T HE OXUS VALLEY AC<X)ROISC TO

THE NARRATlO:-.ı OF AT·TABARI

Zekniya K itap"

Excıt>pt for a felA' verses dating from the pre blamie p!'riod o(

Arabic f'Ol"try whlch gave u.a JLıOfJIe ina igh t into the eoncepts OC the
nomadie Turu in An bie Soeiety', And a number of t be t raditions
i h.dith , that were reeorded in the famou.a au thentie tndition
books'. the t"a rly poJiticaJ and pouibly aoc:ial and ecceomıe rtlaUons
may have exısted beıween Araba and Turka during t he pre and carly
ı.l anıic period stili l"t"main an obıcuno but important subjt>ct unex­
plained in the pages OC tbe gt."ne"'l hi.tory.

Wh at ever may bave bee n the eıteeuve rc8llOruı which preven­
tro the further de~lopmenu OC ca r ly relati~ be tween ıhese two
nationa-, there are many iruıtancn of records in the Is lamic lite...•
ıuee ı::onceming the f inat _tinp of t he A...ı. and Turb th ıı t took

1 SH m y -.:ırk in T b 8...-..1 .... " .......... ... Ôl' Vet.... , ... ei i .. A ....ıı ... C.." ·
.,....~i .. c.."ı ...ıı AriıI , un6ı-r fiilit .

2 SH••I-Buklıaıi. M ...ıln'• • nd Sıı..... Abu 0.."",4 Sp«:lal ~Ilapt..r 4S.ıı

II "ıM u1.T.....ıı · ıo l igll' ...1111 lll" T",.ıı •. hı th..... , . _ bocıu YCLU w UI f lnd a
"umllu o f Had ıUı mainly .... . Uq ... llh i M phy' IC:.I ..p«:ta of tı.. Turka ...h lch
ın...y nft'd IOh'" c rltka.l.t ııdy• •11I1 i ii '" CWIl1l'1u inC "" ii .

o Thot ma la oı.ı.acı... ...hloeh ~topfl'd th.. d<!nlop mt'nl of Ih.. ..,d.1 a nd
polıtıcaı r..l'oIIlon' between Turka and ArııbA parUcıılarly du r ine th.. pN'-I'lamlc
fl' rlodıı ...n .. i M C""A"ra p hIUI Iııol.tlon ol Arabılu. fl'nln~l4Ia from the A.ı.n

..onun..n ı . • l ol'eOv"r by Ila lotRlion Lo far Turkbıh h bılork'ı<i mljrtatlon ..... ,..,
Ar.bla al ",.y~ ,..,m~ ln..d unlnı..rnı pt..d by a ny fo ....le n pow.... a nd Tu rc<>­
At.biıı n ,.., lııllon Ilı...ay. _re uııııpptr<:lablr.
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place around Marw t he perma nent Arabic rnilitary ga r iso n es tablis­
hed in the East (Kho rasam for t heir fu rther in vasion of Central
Asia arter th e sma il Islamic State of MADINA became a powcrful
empi rc dur ing t he re ign of Caliph Omer.

Apart f rom many ot her sources part lcular ly t he great ~Iuslim

histori ans At-Taberi gt ves us f ull and attractive account of the first
challenge made by t he Turkish king KHAKAN against t he muslim
Ara b commande r Ahnaf b. Qays in the Oxus va lley (aro und ~Iarw

22/642) Before s tarting a detai led st udy of this pa rtlcular event
within th e light of at-Tabari's records , it will help to understandin g
th e subject it we have an outline of t he early military activiti es of
th e Arabs in Persia .

With the dea th of t he Holy P ro phet in (632) the Is lamic faith
becames the dominant re ligion in t he southern part of Ara bian penirı ­

sula . The pe riod of t he firs t or thodox ca liph Abu-Bakr con t inued
only t wo years and came to a n end when fi ghting broke out with the
rebellious t r iba l chiefs a nd a t t empts were mad e to s top frati cidal
wars and apostasy movementa',

When Om ar became Caliph (634-644) with the s trong recom­
mendation of the Iate Abu-Bakr ' t he sources of trouble was fin al ly
ended a mong th e tribal ch iets, the s tro ng autho r ity of the nas cent
s tate was es t abfis hed and the socia l a nd poli tica! peace and atabilit y
was again maintained throughout the Arabian peninsula as it was
in the time of the Holy Prophet . So ther-e was no more reason to
postpone the starting of the new conquests in the neighbouring coun ­
ıries Jike Byzanti urn and Persia, which had been encouraged by t he
Holy Prophet in hi, life time.

As a matter ol fact the muslim Arab armies adv anced in seve­
ral di rection of the old wor ld con tinants like to the west, north and
east, under the Ieadership of the capable comma nders and won deci ­
s ive vict ori es particu larly aga inst t he a rmy of Byzantium in Syri a ,
Egypt and a lso against Perslans duri ng t he reign of Omer. Atler a

3 The penlnsula wu now united undeof Abu.R:ık r . by the Itrong sword of
Khnlld b. a ı -\Valid. H ıuı. P.K.. Il i3fv'l! f)f t"~ Ara lı.. 110th cdll1ons). Creat Br!­
l a in. 1910 , p. Hl-142.

.. M. al·Uu(lrf. Tarih I1I· Urna m ol·/şIJmlyyoh, M ilı r. ı. p. 296 trom at·Tabarl

._ ":,,,\U.l .j. ./" ~ ~-':-I .li .;.lj ))

decisivc victory in Syria over the army of Byzant ium ' the muslims
marched towa rds Iran with the permission of the ~tadina council.

T he Arabs with new Is lamic falth a nd inspiration defea ted the
mighty Peraian army cornpletely in t he famous ba ttle of Kadisi yy ab
(630) and in the followin g year a t J a lula (631 ) and occup ied the
wh ole of Ira n includ ing t he s trategic pass of Zagrous mountains in
the inte rior of the count ry. T he las t rul er of Iran Yazdu gard III .
collected arıother huge a rm y to meet t he ter rible Ara ba in ' ihawend
a nd to save hi, throne. The batt le again ended wit h a glorio us vic tory
of the Ara ba (642) that opened t he doors of Iran compla tely for
furthe r Arabic occupati on.

T he Araba on t he othe r ha nd adva nced un der th e great com­
mande r Ah naf b. Qays and conquered t he whole northem pa r t of
Iran. Pointing out this Arab ic milltary advanee, Ra bi b. Am er says
in a lyr ica l way t ha t ;

~ !;;ii ~l:ill r ))\ ..; J,/ J V'"ıJ - I:.: .:..:.ı.:. ..; ) ~.4· ı ~ J

- l.. l:l:. .si) .:.r- '-':" ~; )\JoL:LI t...,,:-' .;> ~ - ;)ç "-ı ;ıÇ

. ~~ı v: J}-IL')j l ; 1...

Bal kh and Naysabur were reduced by us also Tos and Marw
had been destroyed by our a munitions.

We rai ded it in Int ervals an d in each raid we sca t te red them and
a t t he end we capt ured the whole stra tegic poin ts.

il was a wonderful si ght to see us attacking solder ing each
other lnvadlng on horse backs Turka" and K übuls -. Even tually they
put a n end to the centur ia l old Peraian state, So t he border of t he
newly founded Is lamic empire in the eas t extended to the Oxus river
which was accepted as a «t radit ional boumlary. : as well as a natural

:, Remernbe r the dects tve ba ttt e ot Yarmuk that pa ved the way tor the
mus um, to oceupy the whole or Syr la partıy Egy pt . See , Ibtd, p. ı~2 .

• Tht5 may gtv e an In.slght about the cx 15tancc of the Turlu tn the Pu·
sta n a rmy In the early per:lods, Z.K.

i) 5«. al. liamawl. _ıhıja ". al·B..ldoft. Uelriıt. ı9~, n. p. ~2.

'1 Hitt l. P .K. , The A rob.., Chicago, 1962 , p. 80 . Hu aYB that ca whlrl-wind
compatag In the ~ut ca rried the bann~r ot the Prophet . aero."ıs tht" Oxus rlver ,
th~ tr adlt ional boundary ıın~ ~twet'n Peral ıın .~aking and Turkish ıpeaking

pcople.~
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dejence line·, between Tutks and Pcrs ians s ince the ea r ly ages of
the history . Indeed Transoxania or Lower Turkestan was accepting
the stagi ng area for the great nodamie Turkish invasions towards
t he Middle East even before the Seljuqs and t he Ottornan TURKS.

Now the Ara bs beca me neighbours of the Turks and were pre­
paring thcmselves for new invasion beyand the fam ous Oxus River
in the direction of the Turkish Lands . Before giving a cr it ical ac­
count of th e Ara bic invasion an d conq uest in Central Asi a from t he
Turkis h point of view", i will t ry to t hrow Iight upon the rneans an d
under whic h circumsta nces early contacts s tarted between these
t wo nations and of course changed the cur rents of the whole polit i­
ca l and physi ca l his tory of t he world.

For this it may be necessary to ment ion the political cor respon­
dence whic h had been occured betwen t he Cali ph Omar and his cas­
tern cammander Ahnef b. Qays in the eve of these events,

According to the deta iIed narrat ions of Ist a mic sO UtCCS par ü ­
cular ly At -Tabari , af ter completing his military ope ra tions in nor­
thern Persia , Ahnef b. Qays sen t a let ter to Mad ina and gave a fu ll
information about the mili tary conquest which he had achi eved in
th e north-eastern pa rt of the newly fou nded mus lim empire . In doin g
so he indirectly trying to ge t t he ~ladina Council 's permission to at ­
tcmpt fu rther expansion towards Turkesta n.

Indecd Ca liph Omer was very glad to get suffi cient informa­
tion about the military conq ues ts of muslim arıny in the eas t a nd
their brilliant achievements . According to the grea t historian At ~

Tabari t he Jet ter of Ahnaf gaved such excit ment to Omer t hat he
started to shout unex pect edly and said :

. He is Ahrıaf, nic-named THE LO RD
OF THE PEOPLE m' THE ~;AST.".

8 Show, J .S. 11"" 0'-11 01 the Oı ıoman I:.'mptre ",ıd M txler ,. T Nrkey , Cam­
br idyr, 1916. p. 2.

9 See my wo rk on c Tlı e S ocial artd f."ccmtlmic t'Oria tio,." 01 the ArubK:' Con.­
q~l!.ıı t 'n C"ntral d . ku, fo t h. a"" 'ı'~r"a ry ""blit:'ati<ı" 01 Ihf': Alat ıcrk '. U"ke,-.
ııi ly . Erzurum . 1977. S. 210. Al.l'O my book wıth th~ sa me t1tle . undu prinL

10 c ,,-I .ı::-ı u--l-' ...i.,...dl ...LAt ol.:- J.J ~)'i J~ . 3.t~Tabarl . Hus.aynlyah

P rintlng HOM', Egypt. IV. p. 26-1 .

But it is understood tha t the pleasure an d enjoyment of the Cali ph
was very short , pa rticular ly when t his tem pora ry excitmenls passed
and left its plaee the rea listic judgment of t he common sense. it
sec ms that even he was deeply worried a bout t he Iigbten ting viet o­
rious in t he northern Persi a and the future proximi ty of t he Tu rks .
He did not hide his grievances and openl y told his compani ons t hat ;

. 1 would have wi shed t hat I had not
serıt an)' army to Khorasan and also wished
if there was ariver of fire between us. ii

We find in at -Taba rls narrations t ha t atter secrut inizing t he si­
tua tion once more he wrote alett er to his commander Ahna! and
e rdered him to stop his advance fu r t her eaat in the di rection of Tur­
kestan and sa id;

,:.r- ~ ,,/..Y ı..>\ (JvP ..ü J ~;..'~L. "",lı. ~lJ ...;11 :.JjJf ti -l.~ ' t
. • 1~1 J .J;"; ,) ' <' \1 J~\ ("<J r-': LS" I OJ< Ir J'''; .:ıL.,.> ....<

'Oh' dont cross the ri ver (Oxus ) and kcep yo urself
within it . You know the means by which you had en­
tered Khorasan , . 0 keep to us ing t he same means. if
you do t hat vietory wi ll remain wit h you. I repeat don' t
cross the Oxus rl ver otherwise you aca ttered «.

Most proba bly Ca liph Omer wrote such a n in teres ting lct tcr fol­
lowing t he pr incip le foreign policy foundcd by the Holy Proph et du­
ri ng his life t ime as as conduet to be fo!lowed towa rds t he Turks
which was mostly based on the e nOtı violatimı » and c no n proroce ­
tion. of the Turks '", Aside from 8 number o! his traditions in one of
them t he Prophet of Isl am as it is recorded by Su nan of Abu -Dawud
ı one of the s ix au t hent ic ha dith eollect ion ) sa id t hat :

11 at·Tabari V. P. 26{ .:..~ ~jJ i~ J'-,r Jı ~,) ..:...f"I ,i l~' .:JJ J~I »

c ~ )~. ...,..r.~. , ~. ı:.;'('j .."I W It hav e scen the same deltberate natu re ot Omar

when the muslim Brmy was advenced toward.., Egy pt under Umar b. al-As , and
notth Alr tca. Z.K.

12 at·Tabarl. LV. p. 26' .
13 &-e. zakari a K itapcı . at ·TII. rk i i ıIMdl~/rJt al-Jah .ı . Ik lr('ıt. 1972. p. ·n~

n . You wnl find fUfther explatnatlon on this sub~t .

Ta ri,. Dn' g i:d F : S7

'i

i•
ı l

~ :



,.. ZE KERIYA KITAPCı

r,

TH F. F IR ST C'HAL.1.ANG F. O~· T H E Tt!RKS ' 99

eLeave th e Atheopia rw LILI long illi t he leave you , and
.bandon the Turu as kmg aA they have abondoned
you _" .

Not only the Calipb Omar bul many great ).Iwdim le.ders and
oomrnan de", incIuding eome of th e Umayyad Caliphs !ike 3.luB\'cyah
the tounder of Umayyad dyn.sly, Omu b. Abdu l Aı i :t followed the
aame policy against th e Turks a nd treated ıbem with ceuucn Be­
eord ing to instruction of the Holy. Prophet, inet eed of provoking
and gu ardi ng th em tntc battle field..

l t may not be nt'«'aııary to dillCu ıı.s the matter in gt'\"ater de lail
dut to the Iimitat ion of our ma in aubjec t, buı __e can Cind \~f)' a t­
ıraeuve comm ents and .ome important narn.t ions .....hich ~ reeor­

ded by Al·Hahiz in hi. cc-Iebra ted book aıle<! • ~J""J 1 ..~~" The
Supcrior Qwtltit ieş of th e Turk-t. Indicating the ImplemenıaUon of
th is policy b yt he pro minenl Arab !eaden in their ear ly s l ru ggle
agaiıUJI the TurkB. xıorever later Ar abic developmenta and re teuons
m08Uy diverted from lhla ori gina! eonoept partieularly wh ile th ey
we ee conqueri ng Central Asia during th e Um ayy ad period. dut' to
lht" ir e:ıı;tı?miat policy towards the non Arabe partlcu larly Turk, .
Qutayba b. Muslim. Yazid b. MuhaUab and many other Uma)'Yad go­
vem oea in Khoruan did not di llerim inate t he Turka from any other
nations".

AI-Jahb: tel lS us (or hatance duri ng his stnıggle v.ith the Turu
Yuid b. Qatada once recalled the Arab aoldienı what Omar had war·
ned lhat . the Tur"" u;ere o !ierce enemy.. and he prevented Ara bB

it &oc' S"nalı . A b<ı oa_ d. _~ia1 d ..pt..r. o .. ...·00\.. 11 '1;10/ ..1· ,.", Ir, 1br
_ hadltb urraltd b y ........ )' autbo... _ii b a d ll fr"",, 1 ~...ıaıloD_. yw ..:u.mple
aI.....ı11z. /4JltG1l a l-A r...",. IR.uU aı..Jablzl rdIt. b)' Aı.m-ıa m . Hanaıı. 0......
LION. L p, ~ TIL aı_Ha........... JI ..,..... LL p. zı. He f'eCOt"ded ıı.a d.ııb ..-i til
tour . " t fo,...... iba aI_ Fakl h . tC. .ı.S.,. ... wiele... 1302. p . S16.

U zak Klt . pe•• Ibki . p _ 61_1S Fo....:u.mple __ T IUid bo. a1·W:ıhall.ıab

tlw «""rmo.- ol Khtıruaa:ı a n ..r fa l"llOOP Qıat.ybol b. Mu&lh.. roaq....rrd " " RJA N.
acıı:ordın&" t lw ...mllon ot" a l·TaIN. l1. rı.. k ınrd. 40.000 Tur lu . nH p!un<ı..rtııg

Ih r ..lt)'. • t M J J"!)l ...) . r.ı;i ..J:J I J i .. /I1.T.. bıı. r ~ VIIL p. 129.

i
i

i
i
i
i

f ro m attacking the Turks '; In another narration Aı-Jab t e s tat ing
that, whrle Ifamn b. Adrak wee gnvemee ecme where in Kho rlUlan
a Ttırkilth cavalry t roop at tacked t hem . Hamu. b. Adrak being sıron .

ger t han ıbeee Turb prehıbıted hiı $oldıers from fi ghting againıt

tbem and said tha t :

. Oont atart f ighti ng if t hey are not intending to fixht
)'OU. beceuse iL hu ..id that in th e tradilion that ıeeve

them alone aı !ong BI they ree ve you alone _" .

\Ve wttt see towerds th e end of thiı artide thal Ahnaf b. Qayı
..The w rd of the Eo~h t he conquere r- of northern Iran , and the bril.
liant commandcr of Cali ph Omer (ollowed the same li ON ı-iolo t icm

and 11011 prot:ocotioıı policy tcwards the Turkii when the Turkish
King KHAKA..~ auddt"nly appe.nod a t Marw.

it ~ very intert'St ing t o ncte that, AI·Jah1.ı a great arabie uıe­

rary lJehola r, and admirer of the Turk ish prcwess as soJdiers had
been aUacked by th e fanatical Arab leadenı during the t ime of AI.
Mutaııim 1822·842) t he founder of permaneni Turkiııh Imperial
a rmy in Baghdad Jeter in Samarra , white he Wl1lI defendi ng the au­
pt'rio rily of the Turkiııh military apiri t in a comparatlve way wit h
otber groupıı wh o belong to a difl ere nt natioruı io the Caliphaıe army
he '· a rgued wit h th..m and reeeffed t he same ırad ıucn and said t hat :

. The Tradi tio n ot Holy Proph..ı. 11an advicıe to all the
Araı.. The rigbt deciıion for ua LO tıve with th t"m in a
peace{ul way and aboliab the fighting. What a re you
thinking about a na tion that even Alexander the Great
. Dhu' l-Qarnayo lO alter deft'ating th e whole wor ld mer .
ci lt'81l1y in a ii eree way, (met the Turkal and not at.

ii a l.... bb. l tod. I. p . $il ,- " J t ~ :;11 .J _ı:a:. ı 1/ J,J .f~ J

.• ~i.i~ ..........='1./ ":" '1..r« .'::':'
11 a l· ... h ız. Ibd, ı. p.~. .H M .. 't ~ I,....,.:: "/) (" L~;" Lo rJ i~ ....i

·« rl,f'j Lo t I,rJ~' Lo

l ıI Fo, fıınıı..r .Dtorma lk>n .bout Ih.. Turlu ın Ihr C.Uplıal mıy _ .

Za k...... K itapt'i , 0 ' -1'..." . p. Ptj· 132. A lao my . rU"' .. • 1'...... T .. , b iııı , .if..ı...
'"VNIlIPilo• •• ,...,J. To" " ,b O/t i(' A.·..... ii.." '. A nkara. 1' 71. p. 19,).
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taehed them and sa id. !ea"e them aloııc. and ea lling
them «TURK. '''.

•••
Let us return baek a nd continue to ana lyse the narration of At­

Taba r i ral atl ng to t he important lett er of Omar to his commander
Ahnaf.

~Ioreovcr some important events occured Iater which clearly
demonstrate how was Caliph Om er is great and was a fa r s ighted
man in the affairs of s tate when he wrote this urgen t letter to Ah­
naf and prevented h im f rom Jaunehing his new invasion into Tur­
kish landa.

Infaet it may be reca lled that fo llowing hi. final defeat at Ni ­
havent whieh destroyed eompl etely the migh t of Perala and drained
her wealth and finaneia l resources , Yazdu gard ııı, wrote Jet ters to
neighbouring rulers ineluding the Turkish king KHAKAN a nd the
Joeal ruler of SOGDIA and the king of CHINA' · seeking help against
the new danger arising from t he heart-land of the Arabian desert.
Furthermore if we ae cept his writinga as a true reeord of the faets
At-Tab ari relates that Yazdugard f1ed his eountry following this
Arabian vietory and t ook refuge with khakan in the Lower Turkes­
tan l l.

\Vhatever may be t he case, after destroying t he eenturics old
state of Persia, t he Arabs began to pose a strong menaee to the
Turka and atarts to threat the loeal Turkish ruler in Bukhara a nd
Samarkand. So it was necessary to respond to Yazdugard III . and
help him for repulaing the Ara bs baek to th ei r homelands. For this
purpose Khakan gat he red toge t her a la rge army from Farghanav

19 al·jah lı l b id . p. M. This lı!ı the t ext of thts Imprestve speach. 1 ..i.tı J »

";fi ( r'~ rGo lo, l::1L. , \::J)\:. ..,i ) ı J' .,...,.ı ı d ':~, (......11 ..,1 )

<,ll ,jo) 'il ~ J' .,.ı. Ji ~ l.lo ( j ;ll 1, . - > r" '..rjl ~". , .;~.;1l ', j. ~

.i(I...... J }~, I~ J

the main Turkish cen ter in centra l Asia, and fro m the local peopl e
of Lower Turkestan i Ahl -as-Sogd )" , he t hen ente red Pers ia via
Oxus va lley an d marehed together with Yaz du ga rd towards Bal kh
the new es tablished Arabie military ga r r ison in Iran.

Th e news of Kh a ka n's ad va nce towards Iran hor ifi ed th e Araba
a nd ereated panie among t he Kufian soldiers s ta tioned in Bal h, They
evae ua ted the eit y rapid ly and jo ined the main Arab army at their
pa rman en t military base a t Marw. Obs erving their panie an d
retreat from Bulkh , Kh akan con tinucd with his advance towards
~Iarw, Meanwh lle man y local Persian s joined t he Khakan's army
from Ba lkh a nd nei ı;h bouring citles ", The number of his so ld iers
were not mentioned by our historian Tabari , but there is no doubt
that if we compara the Arabs he was having 3. huge army when he
appeared suddenIy at Marw.

Bells of dan ger aga in startcd to r ing for th e Araba, because t he
war became in evi table between th e nomadie people of Centr al Asia
an d t he Arabs . But if t he Arabs who already have been deportcd
f rom their hom elanda deprive<! of the loeal people sup port, were de­
feated by the Turks wou ld have to evae uate t he whole of Perala.
if t heir- resietance was broken once, by the united Turco-Iranian for­
ces it would be imposs ible to sto p t he Arabs f rom retreatment and
th is would a bsolutely lead to the eollaps a nd disi nt egration of the
eastern part of the muslim empire.

In t his ra pid ly deterioratinı; sit uation, it becarne elear t hat
whatever dcc ision a nd actions tak en b)' the Ahn af would have a
great bearing on t he fu ture destiny of the Arabs. Possibly fo r the
first time in t heir hi story of eonfliet, t he Turks and Persians now
came together to unite their arms against the new common enermy
th e Arab s, whet her they will expel the Arabs from Iran to t he Ara­
bian deser-ts of Turkish ki ng KHAKAN will change his mind with a
sudden deeision and leave Yezduea rd ı lı, a lone in th e battle fi eld and
tuke his army baek to inn er si de of Turkes tan. ~Ioreover Turkish
King Khaka n wou ld choose t he second option .

20 at·Tabarl, IV. p. 262.

21 ut-Tabart, IV, p. 263. «....,:JI .')Jl:. ~J...., l ~ .:ıı\;. J' 'J':"'i. ",:"A »
22 it ls ıntereat tng to ncte that e t-Mutastm (the of lgin of his mct hcr was

a Tur k ) etse eoüected hls royal Tur kish ı:ı.o ld Lers mClstly from FARGHANA.

23 nl -Taburl LV, p. 263 .

21 ..ı -mbltri . ı v. p. 26".
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On t he other band, according to at-Tabart Abnaf b. Qays com­
mander of tbe muslim Ara bs acted prudently to overcame the per­
sent Turkisb rnenace, He was going to implement a kind of defence
st ra teg y against his enemies in a way that, be re plaeed bis soldiers
to get th e maximum benefi t from th e geogra phical conditions. The
mountain protected their rear, white the river whieh was in front
of them would provide t bem a kind of secur ity to s top a possible at­
taek that may came from the Turu.

In the same moming be collected his soldieı-s and delivered a
sbort but eHective speach just to give tbem a moral reinforcements
and to excite tbeir religious senternents as it was don e by many
great commanders belare joining in war, According to dur sourcc
a t -Tabari he said t hat :

You are very few in number and your cnemy is great
This Iact must not worry you , because . il Iıad hap­
peneıl. ,'0 many times thClt a s mail cırmy ele/ea /e(I (.( lar­
ge oııe by th e Iıelp of Allah, aııd A/lalı is wi l lı Ilıose

wlıo "Ieo(/ fastly preserccr.• '-· Now, move from this
place and go to the mou ntain lea ving it to cover your
baeks a nd let t he ri ver be between you a nd your enemy
so as yo u can fi gh t t hern whil e they a re faeing you . ".

~ıeanwhile he started to use his propaganda maebine effect ively
to t he effect t hat be does not want a war with the Tu rks unless if it
beeame inevitable, poin ting out tbat Caliph Omer had ins t rueted
them not to eross tbe OlOus river towards t he Turkisb Iands. At the
begi nning Khakan t be great commander did not believed t bis sort
of news it was ndI but a rumours or a kind of t ri ek ereated by the
Arabs to deeieve or to passity t he determinations of bis soldie rs.
But wben after several days t he Arabs made so move to atıaek inspi­
t c of several ehallang.. made by tbe Tu r ks , the Turki"b king in ·

'....
25 Quoted from the Holy QU l'"an ~ . II. 2.$0. .."

2ti at·Tabari. IV. p. 21H.

tended to gi ve ereden ce to t his propaganda. However for Abn ef , this
dif ficu lt and uncertain situatian would not continue for long.

\Vbile Abnaf pondering ove r the so many prob lems and ques­
tions raised by the diffieult condition in which be found himself,
fortune once mare smi led on him. at this time mare than he ever
expecte d. F rom inside Turkestan came the news of important de.
velopments involving chines provocation s and disturbances among
t be local tribal chiefs aga inst the Kbakan a nd hi s ad minist ration.
Past exper ienees have t aught the Turks t hat t he Cbinese were more
dangerous than the present Arabs.

Consequently the Turkisb kin g beld an emergeney meeting witb
bi. top mililary officers. After a rea listic a ppraisal of t be s it ua t ion,
he said t hal ;

eOur stay has prolonged an d those people (the Arabs )
have occupied a strat egic position which no other army
ha. oceupied before. SO i believe that no benefit " iII
come out of fi gb t ing tb em and tb erefore we have to
leave . ~ ; .

Tbey decided to leave the batt le-Iield un announeed on a su itable
night , and go bae k to Tu rkestan to repel the Chines a ttack. ~iueb

to t he surp r ise of th e Arabs, th ey woke up one morning to find t he
whole battle fieid deseeted, Their immediate eonelus ion was t hat t he
Khakan had depor te d f rom Marws to t he direetiou of Ba lkh, When
the news of this withd rawal reach Ahnaf, his junior commanders
were for pers uing t he Kba kan to erush his a rmy onee a nd for all in
a quick action . HO\\'ever Ahna! has a different view. he visel)' said ;

• You stay in your proper plaee, ıet t bem go. " .

The date of this bistori eal event as reeorded by at·Tabari wbieb
may be aceepted as tbe turnin g point of tbe Turkisb bistory is 22
A.H./622 .

27 at. Tabarl. LV, 265. ~ i ..J~. ("ıl ı .'Jy. ~1.ıiJ . lı. ...i ~' ..ü.t
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Indeed the herete people of Central Aııia the Turkıı and t he so­
lid sons of Arabian deser t th e Ar a bs met and ehallange esen other
for the first t ime in their long his tory around the valley of the OXUH
rıver . This was the begi nning of t he poli t ical socia l and religicus
ın teracucn bet ween the Turkı and th e Arabs which hu ehanged th e
currente of t he whöle his tory of t he old world, and will continue up
to beeo me the Tur ks the master of the whcle muslim world.

r,

TIMAR SISTE~tI HAKKINDA BIR RIsALE

lllımı ::iahin

Osmanlı İmparatorluğu'nun ziriı i . hukuki ve içt imi i nizimı, b ü­

yük öh; üde, t imar sistemi üzerine kurulmuştur. Bu sistemin esası,

geçlmlcrln e ve hizm etleri ne Ait masrafları k arşılamak use re. bir kı­

sım aske r ve memurtera t ahsis edilmiş olu p, seneü k geliri 20.000 ak·
çeye ka dar olan askeri dir iikiere dayanmaktadır. Imparatorluğun

merkeziyetçi devlet idaresinin içinde kendis ine mahsus çevresiyle te­
şekkül ve iıı kişif etmiş ola n Osmanlı tlmi r s is temi. mem leketin M·
keri ve s iybi bir gücü olduğu kadar, ik tisidi ve içt imi l hayatının

gel işmes inde de mühim bir mevkie u.hipti. Bu sebepten. t imar sis ­
te minin ta tbik ed i ld iği eya letle r le. bu eyale rlerden her birinde mev­
cut. t imirlar ve t imar sa hipler inin ma iyyeti nde olarak setere i şti rak

eden ecbelüle r in adedi hakkında , muhtelif tArihlerde çeşi t li ri sile­
ler ka leme ahnmıştn-, Bunla r arasında, Defter -emini Ayn-ı Ali Efen·
di'n in 1018 (1609 1 tari hin de kaleme a lm ış olduğu ri.'lıile ile ' , Sofyalı

Ali Çavuş 'un 1(6411654 ) tarihinde yazdığı risti leyi zik retmek ye­
rin de otur-.
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