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Siifyan es-Sevri’ye isnad Edilen Tefsir: Kaynaklari, Muhtevasi ve Dénemin
Sosyo-politik Tartismalarinin Tefsirine Etkisi

Hicri ikinci asrin 6nemli muhaddis ve fakihlerinden olan Siifydn es-Sevri (6.
161/778), kendisine nispet edilen tefsiri ile rivayet tefsirinin ilk 6rneklerinden
birini ortaya koymustur. S6z konusu tefsir iizerine yapilan arastirmalar genelde
deskriptif mahiyet tagimakta olup, miiellifin tefsir ilmindeki yerini ortaya koy-
maktan uzaktir. Bu makale, Sevri’nin diisiince diinyasinin izlerini takip edebil-
mek adina, tefsirinde yaptig1 yorumlarin arka planini desifre etmeyi, muhteva et-
tigi rivayetleri analize tabi tutmay1 ve bu rivayetlerin belli konular etrafinda yo-
gunlasmasinin sebepleri iizerinde durmay: hedeflemektedir. Her miifessir gibi
Sevri’de kendi caginin alimidir ve asrinin sosyo-politik tartismalarindan bigane
degildir. Dolayisiyla bu esere tesir eden tarihi ve siyasi bazi amillerin yansimala-
rinin tespiti de makalenin sinirlar1 dahilindedir. Boylece bu ¢alisma Siifyan es-
Sevri’nin tefsirciliginin daha iyi anlagilmasina miitevazi bir katki sunmay1 amac-
lamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tefsir, Siifydn es-Sevri, Tefsiru Siifyani’s-Sevri, Rivayet Tefsiri,
Garibu’l-Kur’an.

Tafsir Attributed to Sufyan al-Thawri: Its Sources, Content and Effects of
the Socio-Political Debates of the Period

Abstract

One of the significant hadith and Islamic law scholars of the second century hi-
jra, Sufyan al-Thawri (d. 161/778) compiled one of the first examples of re-
ceived commentary (riwaya tafsir) with the tafsir book attributed to him. Exist-
ing studies on the aforementioned tafsir are generally descriptive and far from
presenting the place of the author in the field of tafsir. In order to follow the
traces of Thawri’s world of thought, this article aims to examine the background
of his interpretations in the tafsir, analyse the narrations he compiled and focus
on the reasons why these narrations concentrated around certain issues. Like all
tafsir scholars, al-Thawri was the scholar of his period and he did not stay away
from socio-political debates of the period. Hence, determination of effects of
some historical and political developments on his work is also within the limits
of this article. Thus, this study aims to make a modest contribution to better un-
derstanding of Sufyan al-Thawri’s commentary.
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Tafsir Attributed to Sufyan al-Thawri:
Its Sources, Content and Effects of the Socio-
Political Debates of the Period

Ahmed Ali Hussein AL EZZi"
Sakin TAS™

Extended Abstract

*k

Sufyan al-Thawri’s Quran commentary (tafsir) is one of the oldest compilations
that reached to this day and has been subject of many scientific studies written
both in Arabic and Turkish. However, in this study we took another path in
studying his Quran commentary than previous studies which focused on the
questions such as how did his Quran commentary reach to this day and what
was his methodology in his tafsir? This study asked different questions to
identify the sources of his narratives. After counting these narratives
individually, we asked: Why were there many narrators from the Meccan school
than other schools even though Sufyan was coming from Kufa? While the total
number of narratives from Meccan schools reached 426 which is about 46%,
narratives from schools of Madinah and Kufa reached 118, which makes 13% of
the all narrations. It is found that al-Thawri was keen on the narratives of the
Meccan school because it is the most adherent schools of interpretation; other
schools contained isra'iliyyat (narratives that generally developed from Jewish
sources to present more detailed information about the Qur’an stories), and
where its entered in his work, then we wondered why his Tafsir narrated more
about the followers (Tabiun) than the companions? And the answer is because
the number Tabiun narrators of Tafsir are more than the companions in general,
the more people are far away from the era of prophecy, the more they need to
help them to understand the Koran more.

Regarding the subjects of his tafsir, we found that Sufyan al-Thawri focused
much on the statement of the vocabulary of the Qur'an, that’s to say the verbal
significance of the verses if they are singular. In his two books where explained
the strange of the Koran its vague statement, its conscience, absolute restriction
of general statement, and the allocation of its general statements, and
explanation of Quranic readings, especially the reading of Ibn Masood, where
the number of those narratives reached 400, including an average 45% of the
total narratives. The reason for this is the period in which Sufyan lived, and it
was not difficult for them to understand the text of the Quran in all its
combinations because of the strength they had in understanding its language
and eloquence. But the different dialects of the Koran may cause some of them
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miss some particular meanings due to the beginning of their departure from the
era of the descent of the Quran made them need to know the mysteries of the
Quran.

The Qur'an may reveal to deal with a specific issue, or talk about a specific work.
Being that the companions are the ones who lived this incident makes it easier
for them to understand the verses that talk about this incident, those who came
after them need to understand those mysteries, and indication of its pronouns.
The people of the preferred centuries near the era of descent, and the
conservatives of their eloquence, did not face the problem to understand the
verse composition. As much as they need to explain the vague of the Koran, and
its contextual revelations, we also handled in his narratives the jurisprudence
provisions under which the topic of abrogation, provisions of hajji was explained
and the reason for his focus on the provisions of Hajji was that Sufyan al- Thawri
claimed to have been the most knowledgeable on that provisions than any other
person. Therefore, scholars in every generation are trying to find a solution to
the problems of their time from the Quran, we found that Tafsir of al-Thawri
was influenced by the political and cultural movement around it, and we stood
at its focus on the governance that was controversial in that era.

We studied how Sufyan derived from the Quran the virtues of the companions
and their high status among the people, as for the cultural movement, it was
represented by the beginning of the introduction of the science Kelam (theology)
among Muslims.

We discussed all this using the analytical method in order to get to answer the
questions that we have set, and came up with a recommendation that we need
to collect the narratives in his Tafsir work from its fluorescence to benefit from
his knowledge and understanding, where scholars agreed on his knowledge
position, especially in the science of Quran commentary and Hadith.

Keywords: Tafsir, Sufyan al-Thawri, Tafsir of Sufyan al-Thawri, Riwaya Tafsir, Gharib
Al-Quran.
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