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Abstract

The present article is based on the information preserved in ottoman tax registers (ta-
putahrir defters) — both detailed and synoptic, XV*"—XVII*" centuries, documents preserved at
the Oriental department at the National Library in Sofia, travelers’ accounts, ottoman chron-
icles and published memoires. It reveals the etnodemographic changes and the processes of
colonization of Muslim population in one of the towns in Ottoman Rumelia-Eskihisar Zagra.
It traces back the process of the organization of the urban space and the building of Muslim
houses of worship in the town. The last part of the study reveals the economic profile of the
settlement.
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The XVI* century is widely defined as the zenith of the Ottoman Empire indicating the
establishment and functioning of the imperial institutions related to the timar system, the
imposition of a tax system which affected almost all of the imperial taxpayers, development
of the urban settlements—the cities; generally defined as an age of population growth both
within the Ottoman Empire and in Europe and development of the urban centers—cities
along the vast territory of the Ottoran Empire, considered to be the show-window of
the implementation of the imperial model of success. Towns were the places where the
dynamics of economic development, changes of the demographic situation and urban
structure were easy to be seen. The general trend of development of the imperial cities
outlines the imperial framework but an approach revealing the historical development of
different cities outlines the micro level where researchers reveal not only the common
features matching the imperial trend but also outline the specifics of the urban space in
the Ottoman empire.!
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The thesis preserved in the old Bulgarian historiography refer to destruc-
tiveness of the Ottoman conquest which lead to flee of population, and the
local people had to leave the valleys and settle in newly found villages up in the
mountain regions.? Few are the articles and researches on the history of the
town of Stara Zagora-the Ottoman Eskihisar Zagra. The old research theses tell
the story that the local Christian population was driven out of the town and soon
after its conquest by the Ottomans population from Asia Minor was deported.®
This approach in revealing the demographic history of the settlement is based
on limited sources which were insufficient to reveal the demographic situation
of the town of Eskihisar Zagra.

Itis of great importance for researcher to have liable historical sources to
trace the demographic development of a certain settlement on the territory of
the Ottoman empire. The present article aims to reveal the etnodemographic
structure of the population of the town of Stara Zagora, XVI'"-XVII*" centuries,
based on information preserved in the tax registers (taputahrir defters)-both
detailed and synoptic, of XV, XVI*" and XVII*" centuries, being one of the most
popular and eligible sources in the field of Ottoman ethnodemographic studies.”
We will use the information from travelers’ accounts, ottoman chronicles and
memoires in order to present the image of this town during the Ottoman rule.

The Ottoman and foreign accounts and the tax registrations of XV"-XVI|"
centuries reveal the dynamics of the demographic changes in these parts of
Ottoman Upper Thrace-migrations of Muslim population and the settlement
of newly found Muslim villages.® The changes of the ethnodemographic char-
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acteristic of the region lead to the appearance of new buildings, elements of
the new urban architecture of the cities—the Ottoman mosques (cami), schools
(madrasa), public baths (hamam), etc.® In this article we will try to outline the
dynamics in the ethnodemographic structure of the population as well as the
appearance of the first monuments of Islamic architecture and further devel-
opment of the Ottoman buildings in one of the early conquered cities by the
Ottomans on the Balkans—the town of Stara Zagora. The research is based on
ottoman material-tax registers and poll tax registers (cizye defters), as well
as hiiccets preserved at the Cumhurbaskanligi Osmanli Arsivi (Directorate of
State Archives of the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey) in Istanbul and the
Oriental Department at the National Library “St. St. Cyril and Methodius” in Sofia.

In the Ottoman Balkans the changes of the ethno-religious structure of
the population in the cities more often is related to migration and settlement of
Muslim population-representatives of military and administrative units as well as
religious figures.” In the Ottoman provinces—in cities and villages, registered as

¢ Crpawummup OumMuTpos, ,HoBu AaHHM 3a AemMorpadckuTe oTHoLLeHUA B [lobpyara npe3 mbpsata
nonosuHa Ha XVI B. [New Data on the Demographic Relations during the First Half of the XVI* c.]”,
Dobrudzha, 14-16,1997-99, pp. 278-303; CeBenaHa UBaHoBa, “IpafjoBeTe B 6bArapcKuTe 3eMu npes
XV Bek [Towns in Bulgarian Lands during XV*" c.]", bbieapckuam nemHadecemu aek [Bulgarian
Fifteenth Century], Codus: 3paTenctso Ha HapoAHaTta 6ubnuoteka ,Cs. CB. Kupun u Metoguin®,
1993, pp. 52-61; CeetnaHa MBaHoBa, ,[pag BapHa ot KbcHOTO cpegHOBEKOBMe A0 HaLMOHanHaTa
ernoxa — pervoHasnHara cpeLly HauuoHanHata uctopus [The City of Varna from the Late Medieval
Times till the National Epoch—Regional Versus National History]", Istorichesko badeshte, 1003, 1-2,
pp. 195-229; Stefka Parveva, “Markets and Fairs: The Village of Sliven in the Sixtenth Century”,
Village, Town and People in the Ottoman Balkans XVI"-Mid-XIX" Century, Istanbul: The Isis Press,
2009, pp. 111-130; PymeH KoBaues, “HaceneHveTo Ha [abpoBo oT cpeaata Ha XV [o Kpas Ha
XVII B. emorpadcku acnektu u uMeHHa cuctema [The Population of Gabrovo — mid. XV*" till the
end of XVII" century]”, Istoricheski pregled, 1991, 2, pp. 52-63; Idem, “HUKONONCKWAT caHOKaK B
Havanoto Ha XVI Bek cniopeq perucTbp oT UctaHbynckua ocMaHcku apxus [The Sancak of Nikbolu
in the beginning of the XVI™ Century according to Data Preserved in Register from the Ottoman
Archives in Istanbul]”, Istoricheski pregled, 2006, pp. 3-4; Suraiya Faroghi, Towns and Townsmen of
Ottoman Anatolia: Trade, Crafts and Food Production in an Urban Setting, 1520 - 1650, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1984.

7 Hukonait Togopos, bankaHckuam 2pad..., [The Balkan City], Codms: Hayka u uskyctso, 1972,
pp. 25-28; bucTpa LiBeTKoBa, “3a eTHU4YecKkus 1 aeMorpadckm 06nvK Ha BuguH npes XVI Bek [On
the Ethnic and Demographic Features of Vidin during XVI"" c.]", Izvestiya na etnografskiya institute
smuzey, 1964, 7, pp. 11-24; Bepa Mytaduuesa, “BuaunH n BugmHcko npes XV-XVI sek. Mpearosop
[Vidin and the Region of Vidin during XV"-XVI*" c. Preface.], BuduH u BuduHcKus caHdxcak npe3
XV-XVI ek vek, [Vidin and the Sancak of Vidin during XV"-XVI" c.], Codus: Hayka n uskyctso, 1975,
pp. 5-12; PymeH KoBaues, Onuc Ha HukonoscKkuaA caHdxicak om 80-me 2oduHu Ha XV eek [Register
of the Sancak of Nikbolu from the 1480s], Copua: U3naTencTso Ha HapoZdHaTa 6ubnuoTeka ,Cs. Cs.
Kupun n Metoguin®, 1997, pp. 7-11; Idem, “HoBonocTbnman 0cMaHOTYPCKK OMUCK KaTo M3BOP 3a
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of Social-economic, Historical-denographic, Military-administrative and Settlement Network
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Bulgarian Fifteenth Century] , Copua: 3natenctso Ha HapoaHata 6ubnuoTteka ,Cs. CB. Kupun u
MeToauin, 1996, pp. 215-220; EBrenuit Pagywes, “OcMaHcKaTa rpaHuyHa nepudepus (cepxan)
B HuKononckuna Bunaet npes nbpeata nonosuHa Ha XVI Bek [The Ottoman Serhad during the
First Half of XVI*" Century]”, Bvneapckuam nem+adecemu aek [The Bulgarian Fifteenth Century]

, Codun: MsgatencTso Ha HapoaHaTta 6ubnuoteka ,Cs. C. Kupun u Metoguin, 1996, pp. 187-91;
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taxpayers are yoriiks, tatars, craftsmen, representatives of the Ottoman ulama,
etc, which are an integral part of the newly formed Muslim communities. The
first articles on the history of Eskihisar Zagra (modern Stara Zagora) which are
not based on Ottoman sources but more likely to represent memoires, refer to
the thesis that soon after the Ottomans captured the city, the local Christians
were expelled from its territories and a Muslim population was deported from
Asia Minor and settled in Eskihisar Zagra.?

The earliest Ottoman source providing information on the ethnodemo-
graphic structure of the registered taxpayers in Eskihisar Zagra is detailed tax
register of 1518.7 The taxpayers dwell in 18 neighborhoods and not a single
Christian taxpayer is registered. Thus leads to the hypothesis of a newly found
Balkan city result of the migration of Muslim population from Asia Minor.'®
Other researchers suggest that the town of Stara Zagora belongs to that group
of Bulgarian urban settlements that existed during the Second Bulgarian King-
dom and later, soon after the conquest by the Ottomans, were repopulated by
Muslim colonists." It is quite possible to assume that a number of Christian
inhabitants might have remained in the town but because of certain specifics in
their category were not included in the registration under study. Furthermore,
25.6 % of the registered taxpayers belong to the group of the converts to Islam
therefor it is quite possible a certain portion of the newly converted to Islam
to be generated from the population of the town along with newcomers from
the nearby villages. To explain the lack of Christian population we should trace
back the history of the medieval town of Stara Zagora, before it was conquered
by the Ottomans.

The Ottomans didn't destroy the city walls when they captured it.'? The
archaeological excavation works witness dwellings of XII*" and XIII*" centuries
situated in the center of the modern town. It is quite possible that these dwell-
ings belonged to a medieval neighborhood of the town. The archaeological

Mapusa KanvuuH, Kpacumupa MyTtadoga, “Mpearosop [Preface]”, [Tod6paHu ocMaHCcKU [OKYMeHTH
3a TepHoBo u TepHoscKa Kasa [Selected Document on Tarnovo and the Kaza of Tarnovo), Benuko
TbpHOBO: YHUBEpcUTETCKO U3aatenctso ,Ce. CB. KnumeHT n MeTogwin®, 2003, pp. 34-37, etc.

8 This thesis is expressed in the memoires of S. Stoykov and D. llchev. llchev also suggests the
expel of Christion population was indicated in the kadi records (sicil). Ctoitko CToikoB, XpaMmbm
“Ce. Hukonal” 8 Cmapa 3azopa 1834-1934 2. [The Church of St. Nikolai in Stara Zagora, 1834-
1934], NMnosaus: Tbproecka nevatHuua, 1935, p. 11; Oumutbp Unkos, llpuHoc KbM ucmopuama
Ha Cmapa 3azopa [Contribution to the History of Stara Zagoral, Nnoeaue: TbproBcKka neyYaTHULa,
1908, pp. 15-19. Their hypothesis were later reprinted in the history of the town of Stara Zagora
published in 1970s. Xpucto bytoknues, Benunuka Koituesa, Micmopusa Ha Cmapa 3azopa [History of
Stara Zagora], Codua: Hayka u uskyctso, 1966, p. 43.

? BOATT 77, ff. 459-470.

19 Omer Lutfi Barkan, “Osmanli imparatorlugunda bir iskan ve kolonizasyon metodu olurak. Vakiflar
ve temlikler”, Vakiflar Dergisi,Vol. 2, Ankara, 1934, pp. 283-296.

" Machiel Kiel, “Urban Development in Bulgaria during the Turkish Period: The Place of Architecture
in the Process”, International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 4, P. 2, 1989, pp. 84-87.

12 Aumntbp UnkoB, lpuHoc kM ucmopuama Ha Cmapa 3azopa [Contribution to the History of Stara
Zagoral, Nnoeaue: TbproBcka neyaTtHuua, 1908, p. 48; EneHa pospgaHoBa, , ByHT Ha HaceneHueTo
B Ctapa 3aropa npes 1751 r. [Revolt of the Population of Stara Zagorain 1751]", Voennoistricheski
sbornik, 48, 1979, V. 4, pp. 53-66.



Milena Petkova-ENCHEVA 59

researchers reveal the full destruction of the town and the surroundings by the
crusaders in the Third Crusade (1189-1190) and the population migrated to the
north." In his memoires S. Stoykov tells of “Latin cemetery” and “Latin church”
which, after the conquest of the town by the Ottomans was destroyed and at the
same place they have built a mosque.' During the Second Bulgarian Kingdom
the town served as a fortress controlling the horizontal line in the south to
Sredna gora Mountain and a guard point at the south end of Zmeevski Pass.'®

The Ottoman historiography—-Mevlana Mehmed Nesri in his universal
history (Cihan-Nima) and Sadeddin Effendi’s “Crown of Histories” (Tac t-Te-
varih) point the conquest of the city to the legendary Lala Shahin, soon after
the conquest of Edirne.' The town and the surroundings are described as “the
most beautiful town among the others..., and a great number of Christians
was captured by Lala Shahin”."” Though the information is rather general than
precise, we could assume that some Christian population might have stayed
in the fortress at the time the Ottomans conquered the town.

We could also suggest that the insecure political situation in the region
during the late Middle Ages period is what made, if not all, then the majority of
the Christian population depart from the city. A small number of them might
have stayed in the fortress and were seized by the Ottomans. During the period
under study-XV*"-XVII*" centuries, the town is kaza of one of the biggest admin-
istrative units (sancak) in Rumelia-Pasa sancak.

'3 Bopuc Bopucos, “[deMorpadckute npoMenn npes XI-XIl Bek B AHeLLHUTe 6brapcku 3emMu
[Demographic Changes during XI-XII Centuries in Present Bulgarian Lands]", CbopHuk 8 Yecm Ha
70-200uwHUHama Ha akad. B. Mo3senea [Contribution to 70" Anniversary of Academician V. Gyuzelev)
Sbornik v shest na 70-godishninata na akad. V. Gyuzelev, Codua: YHnBepcuteTcKko 13gaTencrso
,CB. KnumeHT Oxpupacku®, 2006, p. 405.

14 Crolko CtolkoB, Xpambm “Ca. Hukonal” 8 Cmapa 3azopa 1834-1934 2. [The Church of St.
Nikolai in Stara Zagora, 1834-1934], Mnosams: TbproBcka nevatHunua, 1935, pp. 7-11.

15 OumuTtbp AHKOB, “CTapa 3aropa ot VI-XII Bek [Stara Zagora, VI - XII*" c.]”, CpedHoseKosHUsM
bw12apcKU 2pad. BUL HayuHu KoHgeperyuu. [The Medieval Bulgarian City. Reports from Scientific
Conferences], Codus: Hayka v nskyctso, 1998, p. 336.

16 Detailed review of the suggested dates on the conquest of Edirne see: Halil Inalcik, The Ottoman
Empire, the Classical Age, 1300-1600, London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1973, pp. 23-54; Nicoara
Beldiceanu, “La conquéte d’'Adrianople par les Turcs: la pénétration turque en Thrace et la valeur
des chroniques ottomanes”, Travaux et Mémoires. Centre d’histoire et de civilisation byzantines, V.
1, Paris: Editions E. de Boccard 1965, pp. 439-461; Colin Imber, The Ottoman Empire 1300-1481,
Istanbul: The Isis Press, 1990, p. 30; Nicolas Vatin, “L'ascention des ottomans (1362-1512) ", Histoire
de L'’Empire Ottoman (Ed. R. Mantran), Paris: Librairie Arthéme Fayard, 1989, pp. 44-46; Bacun
3natapcku, bvneapus npe3 XIV u XV aek. JlekyuoHeH kypc [Bulgaria during XIV*-XVt" Century.
Lectures], Codun: sgatenctso U3tok-3anag, 2005, p. 164; Xpucto MataHoB, PyMaHa MuxHeBa,
Om lanunonu do Jlenavmo: bankaHume, Espona u ocMaHckomo Hawecmaue 1354-1571 [From
Galipoli to Lepanto: The Balkans, Europe and the Ottoman Invasion 1254-1571], Cobusa: Hayka u
usKyctBo, 1988, pp. 34-70.

17 We use the Bulgarian translation of the chronicles. KopoHa Ha ucmopuume Ha xodxca CadedduH
[Crown of Histories by Hoca Sadeddin], Translated by Maria Kalitsin, Benuko TbpHoBo: Abarap, 2000,
pp. 169-172; Mexmed Hewpu. Oz2nedasno Ha caema. Micmopus Ha OcMaHcKus dsop. [Mehmed Neshri.
Cosmoramal, Translated by Maria Kalitsin, Co¢us: M3natenctso Ha OTevectBeHua GppoHT, 1984, pp. 74-75;
XiocewH, beda’u’ yn-serka'u. (YousumernsHsie cobeimus) [Miraculous Events], MaMATHUKM nuTepaTypbl
HapopfoB BocToka. bonbluan cepua. MockBa: M13gatenscTso BocTouHoM nuTepatypel, 1961,4. 1, p. 63a.
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As we have already mentioned the earliest tax registration of the popu-
lation of the town of Eskihisar Zagra is that of 1518. The taxpayers compile the
number of 524 households and 245 unmarried all Muslims. Even if the town
was depopulated at the end of 14" century, at the beginning of the XVI™" century
the process has been overcome and the number of the registered taxpayers
shows that the town matches the size of the majority of the Balkan cities.'® The
Muslims dwell in 18 neighborhoods (mahalle)-Imaret, Ibrahim Subasi, Veled-i
Ivaz, Cami, Cerci Murad, Haci Hasan nam-i diger Derzi Usuf, Haci Malokog,
Cuneyd, Mihaliclu, Hayran Dede, Kalburci, Haci Durhan nam-i diger Culyahhan,
Haci Mahmud, Hamid Fakih, Dabagyan, Havuciler, Hasan Fakih and Hociler.!?

The names of the neighborhoods and the registered taxpayers show that
the Muslim community was formed as a result of colonization and migration of
Muslims rather than Islamization processes. What played an important role on
the formation and stability of the Muslim community was the establishment of
wagfs. In Eskihisar Zagra as well as in other early conquered settlements situated
south of the Balkan Mountain range (Stara Planina)-Filibe, Aydos, etc, were
established one of the earliest wagfs in the former Bulgarian lands.? It was the
wagf institution that provided the necessary substantial conditions for preaching
and spread of Islam-building mosques, schools, small shops (diikkans) in the
urban market zone (carsi), religio-charitable complexes (imaret, kiilliye), etc.

Sign of the early colonization of Muslim population in the town is the estab-
lishment and functioning of a primary Muslim school (mualimhane) in Eskihisar
Zagra which was part of the wagf of Mevlana Nureddin in 1489-1490 r.2' It is

'8 For this conclusion | have used the scheme suggested by Nikolay Todorov. See: Hukonai Togopos,
BankaHckuam epad... [The Balkan City...], Codusa: Hayka n uskyctBo, 1972, pp. 56-59.

19 BOA, TT 77, ff. 459-469.

2 1bid, p. 32; CrpaLummmp OuMUTPOB, “ETHUYECKM 1 pENMIMo3HM NpoLecy cpef Bbirapckara HapoaHOCT
npe3 XV-XVII Bek [Ethnic and Religious Processes in the Bulgarian Nationality, XV*"-XVII* century]”,
Balgarska etnografiya, 1980, 1, pp. 32-34; AHToHMHa Hensa3koBa, “DopMupaHe Ha MIOCIOJIMaHCKWTe
06LLHOCTU 1 KOMMNIEKCUTe Ha banKkaHckute uctopuorpadum [Formation of Muslim Communities
and Disadvantages of Balkan Historiography]”, Cbd6ama Ha MiocioniMaHcKume obwHocmu Ha
BbankaHume [Faith of Muslim Communities on the Balkans], V. 1, Codua: IMIR 1997, pp. 11-13;
Muxauna CraitHoBa, “UcnaM 1 cnamcKas penuruosHas nponararga B bonrapuu [Islam and Islamistic
Religious Propaganda in Bulgarial”, OcMaHckas umnepus. Cucmema 2ocydapcmaeHo20 ynpasJieHus,
coyuarsHble U 3mHopesuauo3Hele npobnemsi [The Ottoman Empire. The System of Government,
Social and Ethno-religious Issues]. MockBa: Hayka 1986, pp. 86-97; CsetnaHa MeaHoBa, Pocuua
papeBa, “BbBeneHue. M3cneaBaHe Ha UCTOpPUATA U CbBPEMEHHOTO ChCTOAHME HA MIOCIOSIMaHCKaTa
KynTypa no 6bArapckmTe 3eMu — HapodeH U BUCoK nnacT [Preface. Researching the Past and the
Present of Muslim Culture in Bulgaria: the “popular” and “high” layers"]", MiocioiMaHcKa kynmypa no
6wvreapckume 3emu [Muslim Culture in Bulgarian Lands], V. 2, Codus: IMIR 1998, p. 21; Evangelia
Balta, Les vakifs des Serres et de sa region (XVe etXVle s.). Un premier inventaire. Athéns: Centre de
Recherches Néo-Helléniques F.N.R.S., 1995, pp. 47-48; Vasilis Demetriades, “Vakifs along the Via
Egnatia”, The Via Egnatia under Ottoman Rule (1380 - 1699). Halcyon Days in Crete Il, A Symposium
Held in Rethymnon 9-11 January 1994, Rethymnon: Crete University Press, 1996, pp. 85-95.

21 BOATT 26, f. 58; Opnun CbbeB, OcMaHcKume yqunuuja @ bbizapckume 3emu XV-XVIII sex
[Ottoman Schools in Bulgarian Lands, XV*"-XVIII" c.], Codusn: Nlo6ombapue, 2001, p. 223. Part of
the incomes of the vakif was also the abattoir (bashane) and six diikkéns in the town and other
possessions in Istanbul. See: Mehmet Tayyib Gokbilgin, XV-XVI. Asirlarda Edirne ve Pasa Livasi:
Vakiflar—Miilkler—Mukataalar. |stanbul: saret Yayinlari, 2007, pp. 337-338.
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stated that the establishment of school network during the XVt" and first half of
the XVI*" centuries was one of the ways of establishment of the ottoman state
institutions and power in Bulgarian lands.?? The network of ottoman schools
was established and began to function almost a century after the conquest of
acertain region.? In 1489-1490 a public bath part of the wagf of Seyh Mehmed
bin Usuf was built near the mosque of Hamza Bey. %

Usually, the Muslim neighbourhoods in towns were established near houses
of worship or even around religio-charitable complexes (kiilliye). Often, the
name of the neighbourhoods were the same as those of the worship buildings/
places.” The data from the registration of refers not only to existing mosques
but also a religio-charitable complex which gave the name of the neighborhood
Imaret. As we will see, the names of the town’s neighborhoods didn’'t change
in the next registrations which is an indication that their names were related to
important figures for the Muslim community, religious buildings, etc.

Amongst the taxpayers are registered persons related to the functioning
of the mosques and masdjids—Muslim religious functionaries such as imams
and muezzins. 2 The number of the registered imams and muezzins is 15 which
reveals that at the time of the registration in 1518 there were a certain number
of mosques functioning in the town. An interesting fact, though not a precedent,
is that 2% of the religious functionaries were newly converted Muslims.

Data on the urban structure of the town and the ethnoreligious develop-
ments provides a synoptic registration of 1530.%” The taxpayers of Eskihisar Zagra
dwell in the same 18 neighborhoods from 1518 and refer to 512 households
and 203 unmarried, all Muslims. This registration provides information on the
dervish lodge Karaca Ahmed situated in the neighborhood Hasan Fakih with
two registered dervish seyhs most probably staying at the dervish lodge. The
registrations includes the imaret of Gimli Bey. The number of the mosques
is two and two masjids, though there is no indication in which neighborhood

2 |tis considered that the Ottoman conquest of the Balkans followed three directions: Via Egnatia,
Via Militaris and the third one followed the Valley of Tundzha River then passed the lowest parts of the
Balkan mountain range heading to Silistra and the territory of present Romania. See: AnekcaHabp
AHTOHOB, “K'bM BbMpOCa 3a opraHM3aLmATa Ha MeH3UICcKaTa cucTeMa B 6barapckute 3emu npes XVI-
XVIII Bek [On the organization of the menzil system in Bulgarian Lands, XVI'"-XVIII*' c.]”, Mpy4saHus
8 Yecm Ha npo¢. Bepa Mymadg4uesa [Contributions in Honor to Prof. Vera Mutafchieval, Codus:
AMICITIA 2001, pp. 35-37.

2 OpnuH Cbbes, OcMaHckuTe..., pp. 256-270.

% Mehmet Gokbiligin, XV-XVI. Asirlarda Edirne ve Pasa Livasi. Vakiflar —-Milkler-Mukatalar..., pp.
27-28.

% CenaHa MBaHoBa, “TpafckuTe TepUTOpUanHU 0BLLIHOCTY M OPraHU3aLWATa Ha Ky/Ta Ha MIOCIoNIMaHK
u xpuctuanu [Urban Communities and the Cult of Muslims and Christians]"Typckomo 3asoesaHue
u cb0bama Ha banKaHCKUMe Hapodu, OMPa3eHU 8 UCMOPUYECKU U JIUMepamypHU NaMemHUyU
[The Conquest by the Turks and the Faith of the Balkan People According to Data from Historical and
Literary Sources], Benuko TbpHoBo: M3gatenctso Benuko TopHoBo, 1992, pp. 128-133.

% Detailed information on religious functionaries in Bulgarian lands see: Stefka Parveva, “Urban
Representatives of the Ulema in Bulgarian Lands in the Seventeenth Century”, Village, Town and
People in the Ottoman Balkans 16" — mid-19* Century, Istanbul: The Isis Press, 2009, pp. 139-178.
27 BOATT 370, ff. 67-76.
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of the town were situated. The number of the public baths is five. Though they
were not included in the registration of 1530 we could assume that the small
shops (diikkans) and the primary religious school were still functioning.

A detailed register of 1570 provides much more interesting information on
the urban and etno-religious structure of the registered taxpayers in Eskihisar
Zagra.”® The data refers to 697 households and 45 unmarried Muslims and 10
non-Muslims (listed as nefer). The Non-Muslims are registered in the neigh-
borhood of Kdni which appears for the first time in the tax registrations. Eight
of the non-Muslims are registered as newcomers (preseleg), i.e. 21 % of the
taxpayers of the Christian neighborhood Koni are newcomers most probably
from the surroundings of the town. The Muslim community is represented in the
same neighborhoods as in the registrations of 1518 and 1530 only the number
of the registered Muslim taxpayers has increased with 100 households. The
growth of the numbers of the populations during the second half of the XVI"
century is a trend common in other towns and parts of the Ottoran Rumelia
and Europe, though with some exceptions in Anatolia.” The rise of the popu-
lation is related to the ongoing migration processes from Anatolian lands to
Rumelia as well as the growth of the population in the Balkan provinces itself.

The number of the converted to Islam in 1570 is 94, i.e. 9.6 % of the Muslims
in Eskihisar Zagra, registered as taxpayers of the Muslim neighborhoods. We
could assume that this number didn't affect the growth of the Muslim community
in the town but it is rather an evidence on the small size of the Christian com-
munity that could not ensure a high degree of integration and keep its members.
12 of the converted to Islam are freed slaves, 19 are wagf reaya. In four of the

% BOATT 494, ff. 421-436.

% Bepa MyTtadumesa, “BuguH v BuguHcko npes XV-XVI sek. Mpearoeop [Vidin and the Region of
Vidin during XV-XVI c. Preface.], BuduH u BuduHckus caHoxcax npe3 XV-XVI eek vek, [Vidin and
the Sancak of Vidin during XV*" — XVI*" c.], Codun: Hayka v uskyctso, 1975, pp. 48-49; CBetnaHa
MBaHoBa, ,lpaf BapHa oT KbcHOTO cpefiHOBEKOBWe [0 HALMOHaNHATa enoxa — permoHanHata
cpeLLy HauuoHanHarta uctopusa [The City of Varna from the Late Medieval Times till the National
Epoch - Regional Versus National History]", Istorichesko badeshte, 1003, 1-2, pp. 195-229; Maxven
Kuitn, ,3a cb3gaBaHeTo 1 paHHaTa uctopus Ha rpag TpasHa B bbnrapusa [On the Establishment and
Early History of the Town of Tryavna in Bulgaria]”, Xopa u cenuwia 8 bvnzapus npe3 ocMaHcKus
nepuod. (CvbpaHu cv4uHeHus)[People and Settlements in Bulgaria during the Ottoman Period.
Variorum Reprints], Copua: AMICITIA, 2005, 251-263; Ibid., “Tatar Pazarcik. The Development of
an Ottoman Town in Central-Bulgaria or the Story of how the Bulgarians conquered Upper Thrace
without firing a shot”, Klaus Kreiser, Christoph Neumann (eds) Das osmanische Reich und seinen
Archivalien und Chroniken, Nejat Géylinc zu Ehren, Istanbul: F. Steiner Verlag, 1997, pp. 31-67.
Eadem, “H'razgrad - Hezargrad - Razgrad, The vicissitudes of a Turkish town in Bulgaria (Historical,
Demographical Economic and Art Historical Notes)”, Turcica XXI-XXIIl, 1991 (Mélanges offerts &
Iréne Mélikoff),pp. 495-563; Omer Liitfi Barkan, “Essai sur les données statistiques des cahiers
de recensement dans 'Empire Ottoman aux XVe et XVle siécles”, Journal of Economic and Social
History of the Orient, | (1957) 1, pp. 9 — 36; Halil inalcik, “The Empire’s Population and Population
Movements”, An Economic and Social History of The Ottoman Empire (Ed. H.Inalcik & D.Quartaert),
New York: Cambridge University Press, 1994, pp. 25-41; Michael Cook, Population Pressure in
Rural Anatolia 1450-1600, London — New York: Oxford University Press 1972, pp. 13-68; Leyla
Erder, Suraiya Faroghi, “Population Rise and Fall in Anatolia 1550-1620", Middle Eastern Studies,
Vol. XV, 3, 1979, pp. 328-345.
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town'’s neighborhoods are registered 11 members of Muslim heterodox orders
which might have affected some of the registered Non-Muslim taxpayers to
convert to Islam. There were two dervish lodges in the town-the zaviye Karaca
Ahmed in the neighborhood Hasan Fakih and zaviye Dogan Bali located in the
near surroundings of the town. An interesting fact is the presence of represent-
atives of the Janissaries in six of the town’s neighborhoods. Regardless the
circumstances that provoked the non-Muslim population to convert to Islam-to
change their social status, wagf reaya, become members of the military elite
(askeri) or influenced by the representatives of the heterodox orders, the percent
of islamization 9.6 % reveals that this conversion was not result of a planned
and strong-will government policy of Islamization of the population but shows
the aspiration of the local population for a better place in the social hierarchy
of the Ottoman society and economic prosperity. In 10 of the neighborhoods of
Eskihisar Zagra were registered 34 households and one unmarried represent-
ative of the yoriik organization which is described as one of the factors for the
spread of Islam in the Ottoman empire.*® Nevertheless, their presence is a mark
of the colonization processes in the countryside and most probably traces one
of the ways that led to the sedentarization of the semi-nomadic groups. The
representatives of the Ottoman ulama are registered at the Muslim houses of
worship: one hatib who also took the position of muezzin in the neighborhood
of Cami Atik.>' The total of the registered imams in 1570 is 32 and those of the
muezzins 24.%? The increasing numbers of the religious functionaries is related
to the growth of the registered Muslim community in the town.

Amongst the taxpayers were registered four seyyids in the neighborhood
of Cami Atik. This title was conferred upon the descendants of the Prophet
Muhammad and in the Ottoman State they enjoyed some privileges and tax
alleviations.*

The Muslim community is 95 % of the registered taxpayers in the town
and 0.6 % of them are registered as people without permanent residence (hay-
mane)-most probably new comers from the villages from the surroundings of
Eskihisar Zagra. At the end of the XVI*" century the Muslim community contin-
uous to be the biggest one in the town with well-presented social hierarchy,
dwelling in 18 neighborhoods.

Data on the urban structure of the city provides the tax registration of 1570
and documents preserved at the National Library “St.St. Cyril and Methodius”
in Sofia. It refers to several mosques, masjids and dervish lodges:

The mosque of Mustafa Efendi-the registration doesn’t provide infor-
mation where it was situated. Evidence on the same mosque, still functioning

% Crpawwummp OuMuTpoB, “3a lopyLUKaTta opraHn3aums U posiaTa i B eTHOaCUMUIALMOHHKUTE
npouecw [On the Yoriik Organization and its Role in the Islamization Processes]”, Vekove,1987,1-2,
pp. 33-43.

3t BOATT 494, f. 422.

32 BOATT 494, f. 422-430.

3 BOATT 494, f. 422.
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during the first half of the XVII™ century, is hiiccet-i zahriye of 27. 01 1648-14.
01 1649 providing information on the imam of the mosque Hiiseyn Halife 3
The same document mentions the name of the previous imam of the mosque
Abdel Rahman.

The mosque of Haci Mustafa-located in the neighborhood of Cerci Murad.
Osman was the appointed muezzin at the time of the compilation of the tax register.*

Masjid Hacl Mustafa, located in the same neighborhood of Cerci Murad
and the name of the imam is Mehmed Celebi.

The Old Mosque (Cami atik)-the Hamza Bey mosque is the earliest Ottoman
architecture monument built in the town of Eskihisar Zagra and preserved till
present.® In this area was formed the central zone of the Ottoman town. The
published memoires of Dimitar Ilkov reveal that near the Hamza Bey Mosque
was the market zone (carsi) and the bedasten Tashan built during 1408-1410 to
the west end of the carsl.*’ The data of the registration of 1570 refers to Mustafa
Iskender and Fethi-both muezzins at Hamza Bey Mosque. The documents hiic-
cet-i zahriye from XVII" century provide information on: Mevlana Ahmed Effendi,
imam, 17. 06. 1635%, Abdulah bin Ahmed, hatib, 14. 04. 1636%, Mehmed bun
Usuf-hatib, 20. 10. 1656-8. 10. 1657, Ibrahim—-imam, 22. 04. 1684 4!

Masjid Haci Sinan-the registration doesn’t provide information on its
location. It mentions Ahmed halife-imam, Mustafa—imam and muezzin, Hiiseyn
Usuf-imam, Mahmud Ahmed-muezzin, all serving at the masjid of Haci Sinan.

Masjid Haci Mehmed-no information on its location, the registration con-
tains data on Abdel Rahman-imam, and Mustafa bin Usuf serving at the masjid.

Masjid Haci Hasan located in the neighborhood of Malkog¢ and Saban
Mahmud-imam, Mehmed Nasuh-muezzin at the masjid.

Though, there is no data on mosque or other Muslim house of worship in
the neighborhood Imaret, we could assume from its name that there was one
functioning for sure, for one of its taxpayers is registered as “muezzin at the
masjid in the neighborhood of Imaret.

A mosque located in the neighborhood Dabagan. The registration of
1570 contains data on a masjid as well, no information on the name of the two
houses of warship. Mehmed Eldin Ali-imam and Mehmed Musa-muezzin were
serving at the masjid.

% HauwuoHanHa 6ubnuoteka ,Cs. CB. Kupun n Metoguin* (HEKM), (National Library “St. St. Kiril
and Methodius”), Op. O, (Oriental department), ®. 93 A, a. e., 10; ®. 93, a. e., 144.

% BOATT 494, f. 425.

% NumuTbp AHKoB, “Crapa 3aropa ot VI-XII Bek [Stara Zagora, 6" — 12" c.]", CpedHosexosHUAM
b6wv12apcKU 2pad. BUL HayuHu KoHgeperyuu. [The Medieval Bulgarian City. Reports from Scientific
Conferences], Codusa: Hayka v nskyctso, 1998, p. 331.

3 Oumutbp Unkos, MpuHoc kM ucmopuama Ha Cmapa 3azopa [Contributions to the History of
Stara Zagoral, Nnosgwme: Tbproeecka nevatHuua, 1908, p. 50.

% HBKM, Op.o.,®.93a,a.e., 27.

% HBKM, Op.o., @.93,a.e. 143; . 93 A a. e. 28.

“ HBKM, Op. 0. ®. 93, a. e. 154.

“ HBKM, Op. 0. ®. 93, a. e. 156.
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The detailed registration of 1570 provides information on three masjids
located in the neighborhood of Haci Mahmud.

A mosque and masjid existed in the neighborhood Alica masjid. Mehmed
Murad-imam, Saban Mehmed-muezzin were serving at the masjid and Mustafa
Halife—imam and hatib, Mehmed Ismail-muezzin, were serving at the mosque.

The registration of 1570 mentions the name of Ahmed Hiiseyn-imam at
the mosque in the neighborhood of Malkocg, though there is no information on
the name of the mosque.

It is obvious that the number of the Ottoman worship buildings has
increased compared to that of two mosques and two masjids in the registra-
tion of 1530. The six mosques and five masjids in the registration of 1570 are
evidence on the organization of the urban space and also could satisfy the daily
needs for prayers of the Muslim community.

The detailed information of 1570 contains data on dervish lodges in the
town of Eskihisar Zagra. Three of them were located in the neighborhood of
Hasan Fakih, one of dervish lodges was named Karact Ahmed. Most probably
this is the same dervish lodge registered also in 1530. Another three dervish
lodges were registered in the neighborhood Hayran dede.

A registration of extraordinary levies (avériz) of 1675-1676 provides
information on another dervish lodge in the neighborhood of Ibn Avaz with 15
taxpayers, seven amongst them registered as yoriiks.*

The only Ottoman monument preserved in Stara Zagora nowadays is
Hamza Bey Mosque, the Old Mosque. It was the biggest and oldest Ottoman
worship building around which has formed the core of the ottoman market
place in the town. This process began most probably at the beginning of the
XVt century for the mosque was built around 1409. The Hamza Bey Mosque
represents a solid block with dimensions 19.53 m-27.24 m. The prayer hall
and the gallery are quite big bearing in mind the time of its reconstruction.
The inner space is covered by a huge dome and the walls of the mosque are
1.55 m thicker than the usual for mosques of this size in order to withstand
the weight of the dome. The archs do not rest on pilasters but rise directly
from the walls. The interior is illuminated by a series of three windows in
the walls, two in the low and one in the high, and 12 windows in the dome’s
drum. All windows were replaced since the time of the original reconstruction
of the mosque, some of them have been filled with stone blocks. A special
attention must be paid to the outer gallery of Hamza Bey Mosque. It does not
show the usual form of three to five domed sectors, as it is the usual image
for mosques from the second half of the XV*" century. This mosque has two
large domes on both sides of the central hall, which is relatively narrow-a
sign of an older architectural tradition. Another element witnessing this old
tradition is the double colonnade on the both sides of the gallery. The min-
aret of the mosque was at the top of the wall where the gallery began. Its

“2 BOA MM[ 2442.
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entrance was situated in the inside, in the prayer hall. The minaret of Hamza
Bey Mosque was destroyed in 1984.%

A date of reconstruction of the mosque is written in a stone sign (tahrir)
above the door of the prayer hall. The year is 1209 H (31.07.1859-20.06.1860)
and it represents a later reconstruction of the mosque and not the time of its
building. Evliya Celebi also mentions about a epigraph of the mosque.*

The epigraph says that it was built during the reign of Emir Siileyman and
Evliya Celebi mentions that Hamza Bey belonged to the askeri man of Musa Celebi.
If we stick to the information from the epigraph, then, most probably Hamza Bey
was from the military man of Siileyman Celebi. At the time of 1408 these territories
were under the reign of Suleiman and quite possible the mosque was built by 1408.
On the other hand, what Evliya Celebi mentions might refer to a later period, when
Hamza Bey might have become part of the Musa Celebi military man.

The memoires of Ilkov mention that at the time of the building of the
mosque the local Christian population rebelled.* We could assume that this
might refer to the participation and the support of the Christian population given
to Musa Celebi during his actions to ascend to the throne in Edirne. “¢

It is hard to identify the historical personality of Hamza Bey because of
the insufficient and contradictory information about him. There are some his-
torical personalities that lived in the beginning of the XV century. Besides the
above mentioned hypothesis about Hamza Bey and Siileyman and Musa Celebi,
another possibility is Bigeroglu Hamza Bey who was military functionary during
the reign of Mehmed |, appointed as tutor of the future sultan Murad II. There
are also some other historical figures mentioned as Hamza Bey-the one who
built a big mosque in Thessaloniki, and etc. ¢

The researchers reveal that existed a library close to the Hamza Bey
mosque which was also established by Hamza Bey. At present no one has found
a manuscript that was kept in that library.*® If not a founder, we could assume
that Hamza Bey could have donated books to the library.

4 Mabhiel Kiel, “Some Early Ottoman Monuments in Bulgarien Thrace”, Belleten, C. 38, Ankara:
Sayi 152'den Ayri basimi, 1974, pp. 635 - 654; Ibid, “Urban development in Bulgaria in the Turkish
Period: The Place of Architecture in the Process”, International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol.
4, P. 2, 1989, pp. 80-160; Eadem, “Urban development in Bulgaria in the Turkish Period,» in: K .H.
Karpat, (ed.), The Turks of Bulgaria: The History, Culture and Political Fate of a Minority, Istanbul:
The Isis Press, 1990, pp. 79-158.

“ Oumutpa MagrkaHos, “lMbTryBaHeTo Ha EBnua Yenebu npes 6barapckute 3emMu npes cpefata
Ha XVII Bek [The Journey of Evliya Celebi in Bulgarian Lands in the middle of the 17%" Century]”,
Periodichesko spisanie, 1909, V. 21, 70, sv. 9-10, pp. 639 — 724.

“ Oumutbp Wnkos, MpuHoc kKeM ucmopusma Ha Cmapa 3azopa [Contributions to the History of
Stara Zagoral, NMnosgwme: Tbproeecka nevatHuua, 1908, p. 35.

“ Xpucto MataHoB, PymaHa MuxHeBa, Om lanunonu do Jlenaumo: bankaHume, Espona u
ocMaHcKomo Hawecmaue 1354-1571 [From Galipoli to Lepanto: The Balkans, Europe and the
Ottoman Invasion 1254-1571], Codus: Hayka v uskyctso, 1988, pp. 70-145.

47 Ubpaxum TaTapnb, “Typcku KynToBu crpagm v Hagnuey B Bbnrapus [Turkish Houses of Worship
and Epigraphs in Bulgaria]”, Godishnik na Sofiyskiya universitet-FZF, 1966, V. 60, pp. 576-613.

“ Mwuxawuna CraitHoBa, OcMaHckume bubiuomexu 8 6vizapckume 3emu XV — XIX aex [Ottoman
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The story by Evliya Celebi mentions that Hamza Bey founded a primary
Muslim school, which was the most beautiful school among the 42 functioning
in town. The story continues with information on many wagfs of Hamza Bey.
We could assume that if there existed a library founded by Hamza Bey, most
probably this was a huge collection of books or manuscripts donated to the
school and the mosque.”’

Economy

The information on the agrarian economy of the town and the surrounding
area from the late medieval period, though too fragmentary and insufficient,
refers to well organized and agrarian fields near the town, where the crusaders
found vineyards and orchard gardens.>

The data from the detailed tax registrations of XVI* century provides suf-
ficient information to outline the frameworks of the economic development of
the Ottoman town of Eskihisar Zagra.

The data on the economic activities of the registered taxpayers during
XVI* century is presented in Table 1.

Table-1

Taxes TT 77,1518 TT 494, 1570

498 Muslim households 5“.' Muslim housgholds reaya;
. 31 imams and hatibs (nefer);
reaya; 14 miselem yamak; : e
L 25 muezzins; 23 eskinci, celep,
4 yagci, 1 tovica, 2 celep, 1 .
T ; ' . |canbaz; 32 reaya vakf Medina, 3
eskinci, 1 yovaciun 1 eskinci | ~. - . .
canbaz. 245 unmarried sipahi zade; 37 unmarried Muslims;
- 27 Christian households; 10
Muslims; . L
unmarried Christians

Resm-i benak %' | - 936 (akge)

Ispenc®? 920

Cizye 2650%

Thithe on wheat | - 3 mud; 430 (akge)

Thithe on barley

and other - 3 mud; 300 (akge)

cereals

Orchards 1 764 (akge) 1 500 (akge)

Libraries in Bulgarian Lands, 15" - 19" c.], Codus: Hayka uskycteo, 1982, p. 147.

4 Muxauna CraiHoBa, OcMaHcKkuTe..., p. 148.

5 NumuTbp AHrenos, “lNo BbMpoca 3a cTonaHcKkua 06MK Ha 6bnrapckuTe 3emu npes XI-XIV Bek
[On the Economic Characteristics of Bulgarian Lands, XI"-XIV*" c.]", Istoricheski pregled, 1951, 4-5,
pp. 432-433.

5! Basic land tax paid by Muslim reaya.

52 Basic land tax paid by Non-Muslim reaya.

5% The income from the cizye is registered as mukataa, and represents the total of the collected
taxes paid by the Non-Muslims in the kaza of Eskihisar Zagra and Kizil Agag.
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Vineyards (an 1 410 (akee) 300 (akge) payed by the Christians;
bagat sehir) 1000 (akge) payed by the Muslims
Beehives 1100 (akge) 200 (akge)

Vegetable
gardens 30 (akge) 450 (akee)
(bostan)
Chickpea 5 (akge) 45 (akge)
Tithe on onion
and other 16 (akge) 200 (akge)
(mineviya)
watermills 20 bab each 30 (akge) total 600
(esiab) bab 23 ; 630 (akge) (akee)

mukataa® of
the abattoir
(bashane) and
rent of the 6560 (akge) 7 000 (akge)®™
diikkans of
Nureddin and
Noktaci zade
Mukataa of
bozahane

7 000 (akee) 5 000 (akge)*

Mukataa bac-i
bazar

Mukataa of
cereal market
Niyabet,
arusane

Hassa of walnut
trees and 300 (akee) 104 (akge)”
orchards
Hassa-i cair
(medows)

Bac-i fuci
(barrels of wine)

7 500 (akge) 6 500 (akge)®’

8500 (akge) 8 000 (akge)®®

9 000 (akee) 6 400 (akee)

300 (akee)

- 300 (akge)

5 Detail information on mukataa see: Linda Darling, Revenue-raising and legitimacy. The Collection
and Finance Administration in the Ottoman Empire 1560-1660, Leiden-New York-Koln: Brill, 1996,
pp. 123-135.

% Registered as mahsul in 1570 registration.

% Registered as mahsul in 1570 registration.

57 Registered as mahsul in 1570 registration.

% In 1570 the tax is registered as resm-i kapani and the earlier registration on 1518 is registered
as mukataa-i kapan.

% In the registration of 1570 the amount refers only to walnut tree gardens.
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We shall start with the description of the city boundaries — the zone where
the citizens could practice agriculture.

The Town Territory

A description of the town boundaries is included in a detailed rester
compiled during the reign of sultan Ahmed I. “Boundaries of the mentioned
(mezbur) town [Eskihisar Zagra]: start from the top side of the main watermill
of Evliya Uzun Utali and passes by the place where water is collected. [From then
on] to the fortified Derbend®® and reaches the valley and Kili¢ field and Buyuk
Tepe. From there [the boundary] passes near the lower part of the tarla of Sefer
Bese. From there passes by a little forest and the meadows of Ali Voyvoda and
riches four pear trees and swampland. From there [passes] near the cornfield
of Mustafa Caus and reaches the road leading to Penbeci village. Then it goes to
the cornfield of Ine han [...?]. From there [the boundary] passes by the road to
the village Kara Képeklii and reaches the cornfield (tarla) of Mehmed Aga and
the meadows of Ali Efendi, then goes to a forrest and reaches the boundary of
Evlya Uzun [...?] Kara Dag. From there [passes by] the valley with the apricot
trees and reaches the wells of Kurd [...?] and ends.™'

The description of the town boundaries provides information on land
properties of representatives of the askeri — the cornfields of Sefer Bese and
Mustafa Cavus. We could assume that this information is an evidence of the
process of the spread of askeri ¢iftliks in the region of the Thracian valley, though
we could not define the size of the mentioned cornfields. Nevertheless, they are
indicative of the engagement of the representatives of askeri in land possession.
Out of this matter is the issue whether these fields were used for household
maintenance or, more likely, were an investment in land property. The citizens
could practice agriculture also within the village boundaries of Ahad Virani.®2

In the beginning of the XVI* century (1518) the tiths paid by the citizens
didn’t defer much from the tiths paid by the peasants from the surrounding
area. The share of the cereals is 3404 akce, comprising7.1 % of the total tax
income of the city.®

The citizens produced not only wheat, barley and other cereals but were
also engaged with vineyards. The share of the vineyards is 2.3 % in 1518 and
2.2 % in 1570. Detailed information on the vineyards of the town of Eskihisar
Zagra is available in the travelers’ accounts of XVII*"century. Johan Von Kinds-

¢ Probably the village of Kilisacik Derbend, modern Zmeevo, situated 2 km north of the town of
Stara Zagora.

¢ BOA, TT 721, f. 231.

2 BOA, TT 77, f. 480, TT 370, f. 71, TT 494, f. 495-6.

¢ The value of wheat or other cereals is not recorded in the register of 1518 and there is no mention
of the taxable amount of cereals. The same situation could be observed for part of the settlements
belonging to the kaza of Stara Zagora. In the town's total income, however, the amount of all other
taxations is registered. We have estimated the approximate amount of the cereals as the total
revenue of the town is deducted the sum of the levies that were entered in the register of 1518.
BOATT 77, f. 469.
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berg states:” Eskihisar Zagra was a town with eleven mosques and a bedasten
for the merchants...The land between Edirne and Eskihisar Zagra is rich of
fields and meadows and small hills. The town is situated at the foot of a hill
called “Derbend” with lots of vineyards in this area. Though one can see a lot
of vineyards on his way from Edirne to Eskihisar Zagra, the local vineyards are
excel in their best quality."*

A bigger share compared to that of the vineyards was the share of the
orchards - 3.7% in 1518 and 2.4% in the registration of 1570. The impressive
areas with orchards were described also in the traveller’s account of Louis-Au-
guste Félix de Beaujour.®

In XIX century William McMichael noticed “vineyards, all kinds of orchard
trees..."

The share of the vegetable gardensis 0.1 % in 1518 and 1.1% in the regis-
tration of 1570. | assume that the vegetable gardens were situated near Sazliyka
river, which at the end of the XIX" century marked the eastern border of the
town. The memoires of D. Ilkov and H. Georgi Slavov reveal that the vegetable
gardens of the citizens were situated near the same river.®” Most probably a
great number of the citizens were engaged with the orchards and the vegetable
gardens and practiced agricultural activities.

The Market Place of Eskihisar Zagra

The earliest preserved information on the functioning of butchers and
abattoir at the wagf of Nureddin is preserved in the registration of 1489 r.¢
This information matches the story by Ilkov who in his memoires mentions
that the market place of the town was constructed within the city walls from
the Medieval period. These first small shops (diikkans) established the core of
the market place-the carsi. The butchers and the abattoir were functioning in
the XVI* century. Usually in the different Ottoman cities the diikkans were part
of the waqf possessions.®’

The building of the bedasten was in 1408-1410 which as in other Otto-
man towns was a big stone building that served for different trade activities.”

¢ Hemcku u ascmputicku nemenucu 3a bankaHume XVII-cpedama Ha XVIII sek [German and
Austrian Travelers’ Accounts for the Balkans], Copua: Hayka v uskycteo, 1986, p. 146.

¢ @percku nbmenucu 3a bankaHume XV-XVIII e [French Travelers’ Accounts for the Balkans,
XV-XVII* c.], Copun: Hayka u uskyctso, 1975, pp. 410-411.

¢ Anenuticku nbmenucu 3a bankaHume (kpas Ha XVI - 30me 200uHu Ha XIX sek) [English Travelers’
Accounts for the Balkans (end of XV*"-1920s)], Codua: Hayka u uskycteo, 1987, pp. 555-556.

¢7 Xaprku leopru Cnasos, “CtaTUcTUYeCKO onucaHWe Ha KaasaTa Ecku 3aapa [Statistic data on the
kaza of Eski Zagral”, Tsarigradski vestnik, 8, 1858, p. 34.

¢ BOATT 26, f. 67.

¢ The majority of the kasab diikkéns belonged to vakf. See: Suraiya Faroghi, Town and townsmen
of Ottoman Anatolia. Trade, Crafts and Food Production in an Urban Setting, 1520-1650, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1984, p. 160.

70 CeeTnaHa MBaHoBa, “Tpaacku umeoT (XV - mbpeata nnosuHa Ha XVIII Bek) [Urban Life (XV—first
half of the XVIII" c.)”, Bvrzapckomo obuwjecmao XV Hadanomo Ha XVIII sek [Bulgarian Society,
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Important trade buildings with huge economic importance were the state grain
barns and state scales for measuring goods.” The income of these activities
compiled the share of 4.5 % in 1518 and 5.6 % in the registration of 1570.

The biggest share compiles that of the crafts related to the stock breeding.
We should remind that one of the town’s neighborhood was named Dabagan,
and dabags were 42 of the registered taxpayers in 1518 and 50 in 1570. They
were engaged in the primary treatment of the leather and provided raw material
for shoemakers, tailors, etc. The next share is that of the shoemakers (pabu-
kci)-18 in the registration of 1518 and 14 in 1570; Pasmakgi (also shoemakers)
were seven of the registered taxpayers in 1518 and nine in 1570; Kefskirs who
were also shoemakers were five in 1518 and their number increased to 20 in
the registration of 1570.

Table-2
Craftsmen 1518 1570
1 2

Dabagan'' 42 50
Nicar 2 2 5
Sarag® 5
Kasab * 12 10
Kefskir ® 5 20
Pabukgi ¢ 18 14
Pasmakgi’ 7 9
Sofu 8 2
Berber’ 2 4
Hiyat ' 6 11
Atarci 2 6
Nalbant '? 3 7
Dabah 3 1

In columns one and two we have entered the number of the craftsmen.’
Engaged with the primary treatment of the leather; 2Carpenter; * Engaged with
the secondary treatment of the leather; * Butchers;* %7 Shoemakers;® Engaged
with wool treatment;’ Barber;'"° Tailor;'' '? Blacksmith;'3 Cook.

A large share of the tax revenues of town of Stara Zagora was the revenue
from market fees. Market fees-bag, are mentioned in the earliest legislation of
the Ottoman Sultans. The fee was to accompany any transaction carried out at
the local town hall, except for the purchase and sale of real estate. The market

XVh—first half of XVIlIt" c.], Codmn: YHuBepcuTeTcKo nsdatencTso ,Cs. KnumeHT Oxpuacku®, 1999,
p. 119.

"' Buctpa LiBeTkoBa, lpoy4saHus Ha epadckomo cmonaHcmao npe3 XV-XVI eek [Study on the
Urban Economy, XV*"—XVI* c.], Codua: Hayka u uskyctso, 1972, pp. 34-35.
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fee was implied and/ or when the goods are brought into the city if they come
from outside or when they are brought to the market and in the course of the
sale itself, if the goods are of local origin.”? In the case of Stara Zagora, the
market tax concerns landed cereals-probably surpluses from the farms of the
peasants from the nearby town, who were selling them at the city market.”

At the beginning of the XVI* centuries the tax registrations provide infor-
mation on the Muslim town of Eskihisar Zagra, where not a single Christian is
registered as taxpayer. Its size matches the size of the majority of the Balkan
towns. The Muslims are registered as taxpayers in 18 neighborhoods. The Muslim
community is result of colonization and migration processes rather than Islam-
ization. The hypothesis of colonization of Muslim population is evidenced by the
big number of the unmarried Muslim taxpayers, as well as notes, written after
certain names such as: Karaman, Saruhan, Aydin, etc. The process of Islamization
at the turn of the century is most intense. According to the 1518 registration,
this is 25.6 % of the payers. This could be a sign of the existence of a Christian
community in the city, but Christian households have been registered according
to the sources under study in the second half of the XVI" century, when the new
Christian neighborhood appeared in town of Stara Zagora. Muslims are 95 %
of the city's inhabitants. The total number of registered households in the city
is increasing compared to the number of registrations for 1518 and 1526-27,
which is in line with the urban population growth observed in the Balkans and
many regions of Asia Minor. It could be the result of continuing migrations of
population of Asia Minor. The Muslim houses of worship-mosques, masjids,
in each of the city’s neighborhoods, witness not only for the existing Muslim
community in the city but also is a clear sign for the construction and presence
of elements of Islamic urban architecture in Stara Zagora during the XVt"-XVI|*
century. The Muslim and the Christian communities are engaged in land cul-
tivation as well as crafts. Though there is no direct data on the stock breeding
we could assume that some citizens kept at least a pair of oxen to plough the
fields. The majority of the craftsmen among the taxpayers are engaged with
leather and fur (Dabagan neighborhood) which implies if not for stock-breading
in the town, then stock-breading in the surroundings of Eskihisar Zagra. At the
beginning of the XVIIth century, the description of the town boundaries evidence
the process when representatives of the askeri showed interest in landholding.

2 Buctpa LiBeTKoBa, MpoyyBaHus..., pp. 21-23.
7 |bid, p. 24.
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Oz

XV-XVII Yiizyillarda Rumeli’de Bir Osmanli Kasabasi:
Eskihisar Zagra’nin Etnodemografik, Ekonomik ve Kentsel Gelisimi

Bu makale 15. ve 17. ylizyila ait mufassal ve icmal tapu tahrir defterlerine,
Sofya'da Milli Kitiiphanenin Sarkiyat Bolimiinde muhafaza edilen belgelere,
seyahat raporlarina, Osmanli kroniklerine ve yayinlanmis hatiratlara dayanmak-
tadir. Osmanli Rumelisinin bir kasabasi olan Eskihisar Zagra'da etnik-demogra-
fik degisim ve Musliman nifusun kolonizasyonunu ortaya koymaktadir. Kasa-
bada sehir mekaninin organizasyonu sirecini ve Misliman ibadethanelerinin
insasini arastirmaktadir. Calismanin son bolimu yerlesimin ekonomik yapisini
ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Etno-Demografya, Osmanli, Kolonizasyon, Rumeli,
sehir mimarisi.

Sources:

Basbakanlik Osmansli Arsivi (BOA) Directorate of State Archives of the Presi-
dency of the Republic of Turkey

TT 27; BOATT 77; BOATT 370; BOA TT 494; BOATT 721; BOA MM[ 2442.
Natsionalna biblioteka “Sv. Sv. Kiril | Metodiy (NBKM), Op. o. (Orientalski otdel)
®.93A,a.e.,10,a.e.,28;0.93,a.e.,27,a.e., 143,a.e. 144,a.e. 154, a. e. 156.
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