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1921'DE ACARA'DA SOVYET KARSITI PARTILERIN BOLSEVIK
IKTIDARINA KARSI MUCADELELERI

Otar GOGOLISHVILI®

ABSTRACT

The present paper describes the struggle of the anti-Soviet parties against the Bolshevik
authorities in Adjara in 1921. Amid the background of anti-government protests, it
discusses the ruthless measures taken by the Bolsheviks against the parties, which resulted
in their liquidation.

On 25" of February of 1921, Revolutionary Committees of Georgia issued the special
decree, which indicated that “Hereafter, an Amnesty is declared for every political party,
particular bodies and groups which actively stood out against the Soviet Government and
Soviet Party of Georgia” Soviet Government of Georgia have thereby addressed to the
former Democrat Government of Georgia: “You should obey the Soviet Government of
Georgia, which will forget the past and crimes of all of its enemies and which is willing
treat you similarly”.

Similar announcements were made by the Communists of Adjara, but Anti-Soviet Parties
and the former Government of Georgia never considered this seriously. They did not have
recognized the Soviet Government, never collaborated with them and therefore went on a
state of disobedience. They have chosen the path of sabotage and the counterrevolution.
Thus, the Soviet Government was using harsh measures against them. On April 29th, the
Presidium of Communist Party District Committee of Batumi came to a decision that stated
following: “Every single person, whoever had profaned and blackened the name of Georgia
and Adjara during the Rule of Menshevik Government, should be eliminated.” The Special
Commission had been formed in the purpose of banishing counterrevolutionaries from
Soviet organizations, factories, and cultural and educational institutions.

First of all, the aforementioned decision was aimed against the Multi-party system and the
democracy itself, and at the same time, it supported the forming of a Single-Party
dictatorship. The Special Commission consisted of the following people: a member of the
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Communist Party District Committee Bureau of Adjara - I. Pevtsov, member of
Revolutionary Committee - K. Sajaia, and the representative of Presidium of Central
Council of Labor Unions of Adjara. The Commission was directly managing the
repressions and banishment of the members of Anti-Soviet parties and groups from
factories and establishments, implemented by the “Emergency Commission”. There were
several Anti-Soviet political organizations and groups at the time in Adjara. Amongst them,
formations of Social-Democrat (Menshevik), National-Democrat, Socialist-Federalist,
Socialist-Revolutionaries, Kemalists and other parties were considered as the most
influential ones. All of the above-mentioned parties except the Kemalist Party, have been
formed at the beginning of the 20th Century. In spite of Communist and Kemalist Parties,
all of them were fighting for the independence of Georgia, recovery its statehood,
democracy, and bourgeois order. In the circumstances of the antagonist class society, their
activities were targeted to establish national consolidation and global values. Therefore, it’s
natural that they were against, and they led a ferocious fight against the Socialist Ideology
and Socialist principles. There was not an essential difference between the programs of
National-Democrats and Socialist-Federalists. They were unified in one Socialist-
Federalists party. At the early times, a vast majority of members of aforesaid parties did not
demand the independence of Georgia directly and decidedly, but they have pursued national
autonomy within the rule of the Russian Empire. Radicals have appeared in the party since
its creation

Keywords: Adjara, Party, anti-Soviet, Revolutionary Committee, Central Council of
Labor Unions of Adjara, Social-Democrat (Menshevik), National-Democrat, Kemalist
Party.

AHHOTAIUA

B crarbe mpoananmsupoBaHa 0oph0a aHTHCOBETCKUX MapTUH MPOTUB OOJBIIEBUCTCKON
Bnacti 1921 roma. Ha ¢oHe aHTHNpaBUTENLCTBEHHBIX BBICTYIUICHHH pPaccMOTPEHO
OCYIIECTBIICHHBIE OOJBIIEBUKAMU KapaTeIbHbIE OIePALy IPOTHB PA3IMYHBIX TAPTHH, YTO
MIPOSBIIIOCH B UX JIMKBUIALIUH.

25 ¢eBpans 1921 r. peBOMOIMOHHBII KoMuTET [ py3un paccMOTpell CreluaibHbIA IeKPeT,
KOTOpBIN yTBepami: “C 3TOro Hs 00bsBICHA AMHHUCTHUS U1 BCEX MOMUTHYCCKUX MAPTUH U
IPYIIUPOBOK, KOTOPOE AKTUBHO U YETKa IPOTUBOCTOSIIM COBETCKOM BIAcTH U I'py3uHCKON
coBeTckoi mapTun’’. CBS3M € 3TUM TPY3MHCKOE COBETCKOE IMPAaBUTEIBECTBO OOpPATHIIOCH
ObIBIIEMY TIPaBUTENBCTBY | 'pPY3MHCKON JeMoKpaTmdeckod pecmyonumkm: — “Jlydre
COrJamaTeCsl MPABUTENBCTBY COBETCKOM ['py3um, koropoe 3abymer mpoimioe u
COOTBETCTBEHHO Oy/IeT CBaMU B OTHOIICHISIX .

AmnHanorugHoe OOBSBICHHE OBUTO CAETAHO KOMMYHHUCTaMH AKapWu, HO aHTH-COBETCKUE
napTuy U OBIBIIAs MPAaBUTENBCTBO ['py3um 3TO Beephe3 He npuHUMana. OHM HE MPU3HAIH
COBETCKOE TPABUTEIBCTBO M OTKA3aJMCh C HUMHU cOTpyAHM4Yarb. OHM HM30panu IyTh
caboTa’ka ¥ KOHTPPEBOIIONUH MOATOMY COBETCKasl NMPABHTENBCTBO MPOTHB HUX HM30pana
pe3Kue eiCcTBuS.

29 ampens mnpesUIMyM — baTyMCKOro OKpPYKHOrO KOMHTETa pEIIMI W YCTaHOBHWII
cienyromiee: “KakKIblii 4eTOBEK, KOTOPHIH BO BpeMs NPABICHUS MEHBIIEBUKOB OCKOPOWII
I'py3uro 1 Amxapuio JOIKEH OBITh YHUITOXEH.

bouto  co3gaHo  cmenuanmbHOE  KOMHCCHSI  LIENBIO  KOTOPOM — OBUIO  M3rHaHWE
KOHTPPEBOJIIOIIMOHEPOB M3 COBETCKMX OPraHW3aIlMi: 3aBOJIOB, KYJIbTYPHBIX yUpEKIACHHH,
13 00pa30BaTEIBHBIX HHCTHTYTOB.

B mepByro ouepenb NpHHATOE pEIIEHWE OBUIO HAIPABIEHO MPOTHUB MYJIBTH-TIAPTUHHON
CHCTEMBI 1 IEMOKPAaTHU M B TOXKE BPEMs OHO CITOCOOCTBOBAJIO CO3AaHHIO OJJHO-TIAPTHUIHON
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JUKTaTyphl. CrienuanbHass KOMUCCHS OBUTO YKOMIUIEKTOBAHO CIEAYIOIIUMH JIMIIAMU: YIeH
Barymckoro oxpyxHoro xomurera KoMmMmyHucTHueckoil maptuu IleBLOB, JIeH
peBomoroHHOro komurera Cajpkanss ¥ TPEICTaBUTENb OOBEIUHEHHUS — TPYASIIUXCS
Amxapun. Komuccusi HEMOCPENCTBEHHO  HamlpaBiieHa OBbUIO INPOTHB AHTH-COBETCKUX
MapTuil ¥ TpyNN U U3THAHMIO JIFOJEH U3 3aBOMIOB U yUpexaeHHui. B 3To Bpems B Amxapun
CYLIECTBOBAJIO HECKONBKO AHTHU-COBETCKUX IIONUTHUECKUX OpTraHU3allUM, CpPEeld HHX:
(opMUpOBaHHE  COIMAJ-IEMOKPATOB,  HAIMOHAJ-IEMOKPAThl,  counua-(eaepariucTH,
KEeMaJIUCTH | Jp. Bce Bbllle Ha3BaHHBIE MApPTUH, KPOME KEMaJHCTOB OBLIM CO3/IaHBI B
Hagyame XX Beka. Bce maptum KpoMe KOMMYHHUCTOB M KEMAJIHMCTOB OOpONHCH 3a
HE3aBUCUMOCTh ['py3uH M 32 BOCCTAHOBJIEHHE TOCYIapCTBEHHOCTH M JIEMOKPATHIO.

B ycrnoBusiX aHTarOHMCTHYECKOTrO KJIACCOBOTO OOIIECTBA, LETbIO UX JEHCTBHH OBLIO
HallMOHAJIbHAsI KOHCOIHJANNs U INT00abHbIe IEHHOCTH. ECTECTBEHHO OHM MPOTHUBOCTOSUIIN
1 OOBSBISUIH JKECTOKYIO OOpHOY COLMaIMCTHYECKUM IMPUHIUIAM M HICONOTHU. Mexay
HaIMOHAJI-IEMOKpaTaMu U coluai-(eaepanucTaMy He ObUIO HUKaKOM pa3HUIbI, OHH ObUIN
00BbEMHEHBI B O/IHY colual-(QeIepalucTCKyIo MapTHIO. PaHbllie BbIllle Ha3BaHHbBIE YJICHBI
napTMud He TpeOOoBalM HE3aBUCUMOCTh ['py3uu, XOTs OHM OOpOJNUCH 3a aBTOHOMHYIO
He3aBUCUMOCTh B Poccuiickoil uMmnepun. Pagukansl MOSBUINCH Cpasy Ke Mocie CO3JaHus
napTHy.

KawueBble ciaoBa: Aoocapus, napmus, aHmMUCO8emMCKUll, PeSOTOYUOHHBLIL KOMUMen,
coyuan-0emMoxpamu (Menuieaux), napmus Kemaiucmos.

0Z

Makalede 1921'de Sovyet karsiti partilerin Bolsevik Hiikiimeti'ne kars1 yapilan
miicadeleler ele alinmigtir. Hikkiimet karsiti protestolarm arka planinda, Bolseviklerin
cesitli partilere kargi yiiriittiikleri cezai operasyonlar lizerine durulmus ve bu partilerin
ortadan kaldirilmalari sebepleri incelenmistir.

25 Subat 1921'de Giircistan Devrim Komitesi tarafindan 6zel bir kararname ¢ikarildi. Buna
gore, o glinden itibaren Sovyet Hiikiimeti'ne ve Giircli Sovyet Partisi’ne aktif ve agikga
kars1 ¢ikan tiim siyasi partiler ve gruplar i¢in bir af ilan edildi. Bu baglamda, Giircii Sovyet
hiikkiimeti eski Giircistan Demokratik Cumhuriyeti hiikiimetine basvurdu ve Giircistan’in
yeni hiikiimetinin kabul etmesini teklif etti ve karsilikli olarak da yeni hiikiimet tarafindan
gecmisin unutulacagini vaat etti.

Acara Komiinistleri de benzer bir agiklama yapti, ancak Sovyet karsiti partiler ve eski
Giircistan Hiikiimeti bunu ciddiye almadi. Kendileri Sovyet hiikiimetini tanimadilar ve
onlarla isbirligi yapmay1 kabul etmediler. Sabotaj yapip devrime kars1 ¢iktiklari i¢in Sovyet
Hiikiimeti bunlara karsi kat1 davranislara basvurdu.

29 Nisan'da, Batum Bolge Komitesi Bagkanligi tarafindan “Menseviklerin yonetimi
sirasinda Giircistan ve Acara'ya karsi hakaret eden herkes imha edilmelidir” gibi bir karar
alindi.

Fabrikalar, kiiltiir kurumlar1 ve egitim kurumlar1 gibi Sovyetlesen miiesseselerden Sovyet
karsit1 bireylerin gérevden uzaklastirilmasi i¢in 6zel bir komisyon kuruldu.

Her seyden once alinan karar ¢ok partili bir sisteme ve demokrasiye karst yonelikti ve ayni
zaman da tek partili bir diktatorliigiin olusturulmasimna yol agiyordu. Ozel komisyonda su
kisiler gorev aldi: Komiinist Partisi'nin Batum bolge komitesi iiyesi Pevtsov, Devrimci
Komitesi iiyesi Sadjaia ve Acara is¢i derneginden bir temsilci. Komisyon dogrudan Sovyet
karsitt partilere ve gruplara karst kuruldu ve insanlarin fabrikalardan atilmasina
yonlendirildi. O zaman, Acara'da Sosyal-Demokratlar, Milli-Demokratlar, Sosyal-
Federalistler, Kemalistler vb. gibi Sovyet karsit1 siyasi orgiitler vardi. Kemalistler disinda
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yukaridaki tiim partiler 20. yiizyilin basinda kuruldular. Komiinistler ve Kemalistler
disindaki tiim partiler Giircistan'n bagimsizligi, devlet ve demokrasinin yeniden kurulmasi
i¢cin miicadele ediyorlardi.

Karsit olarak hareket eden bir toplumunun kosullar: altinda, eylemlerin amaci ulusal direng
ve kiiresel degerlerdi. Yukarida adi gegen partiler, dogal olarak, sosyalist ilkelere ve
ideolojiye karsi sert bir miicadele baslattilar. Milli-Demokratlar ve Sosyal-Federalistler
arasinda hicbir fark yoktu, bunlarin hepsi Sosyal-Federalist partiye mensuptular. Daha
once, yukaridaki parti iiyeleri Rus Imparatorlugu'nda 6zerk bagimsizlik i¢in savassalar da
Giircistan'm bagimsizligini talep etmiyorlardi. Radikaller partinin kurulmasindan hemen
sonra ortaya ¢iktilar.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Acara, parti, Sovyet karsiti, Devrimci Komitesi, Sosyal Demokratlar
(Mensevikler), Kemalistler.

Introduction

The article notes that after violent sovietization of Georgia, Revolutionary
Committees of Georgia issued the special decree, which indicated that “Hereafter,
an Amnesty is declared for every political party, particular bodies and groups
which actively stood out against the Soviet Government and Soviet Party of
Georgia.”
There were several Anti-Soviet political organizations and groups at the time in
Adjara. Amongst them, formations of Social-Democrat (Menshevik), National-
Democrat, Socialist-Federalist, Socialist-Revolutionaries, Kemalists and other
parties were considered as the most influential ones. All of the above-mentioned
parties except the Kemalist Party, have been formed at the beginning of the 20th
Century. In spite of Communist and Kemalist Parties,
all of them were fighting for the independence of Georgia, recovery its statehood,
democracy,
and bourgeois order. In the circumstances of the antagonist class society, their
activities were
targeted to establish national consolidation and global values. Therefore, it’s
natural that they
were against, and they led a ferocious fight against the Socialist Ideology and
Socialist principles. There was not an essential difference between the programs of
National-Democrats
and Socialist-Federalists. They were unified in one Socialist-Federalists party. At
the early times, a vast majority of members of aforesaid parties did not demand the
independence of Georgia directly and decidedly, but they have pursued national
autonomy within the rule of the Russian Empire. Radicals have appeared in the
party since its creation. They left the federalist party in the beginning of century
and created National-Democratic party, which unequivocally declared that their
aim was to fight for independence and sovereignty of Georgia. National-
Democratic party was actively supported by llia Chavchavadze, who wrote the first
program of this party himself. Memed Abashidze disagreed with idea of Socialist-
Federalist party about status of autonomy of Georgia in the borders of Russian
Empire and he left party in 1908. His generalist ideas were beyond a narrow
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frameworks of party. His activities aimed to independence and territorial integrity
of Georgia. This was a reason of that he was elected as a member of inter-
party/above-party/ council created on April 9, 1917, which served as the first
parliament of Georgia. He participated in the national congress, held November 19-
24,1917, as a representative of Muslim Georgia. Memed Abashidze was elected to
the national council/parliament/ and in the 15-member presidium.

Research Methods:

The article uses not only empirical but pure theoretical methodology, such as
analysis, comparison, systematic approach. Comparative-historical method and
research links, used in the research process incorporates all forms of the
aforementioned theoretical methodology.

Results

The work discusses the struggle of political parties in Adjara against soviet
occupation on the basis of archive documents, some of these documents are new in
a scientific circulation.
Moreover, the work interestingly represents activities of soviet government in the
deliberate activities to liquidate anti-Soviet parties and steps made in this direction.

Discussion

On 25™ of February of 1921, Revolutionary Committees of Georgia
issued the special decree, which indicated that “Hereafter, an Amnesty is declared
for every political party, particular bodies and groups which actively stood out
against the Soviet Government and Soviet Party of Georgia” (Kacharava,
1958:182) Soviet Government of Georgia have thereby addressed to the former
Democrat Government of Georgia: “You should obey the Soviet Government of
Georgia, which will forget the past and crimes of all of its enemies and which is
willing treat you similarly” (Kacharava, 1958:191).
Similar announcements were made by the Communists of Adjara, but Anti-Soviet
Parties and the former Government of Georgia never considered this seriously.
They did not have recognized the Soviet Government, never collaborated with
them and therefore went on a state of disobedience. They have chosen the path of
sabotage and the counterrevolution. Thus, the Soviet Government was using harsh
measures against them. On April 29th, the Presidium of Communist Party District
Committee of Batumi came to a decision that stated following: “Every single
person, whoever had profaned and blackened the name of Georgia and Adjara
during the Rule of Menshevik Government, should be eliminated” (Adjaris
tsentraluri saxelmsipo Arkivi (Semoklebit ACSA), partiuli pondi 1, agtsera 1,
sakme 52, purtseli 11). The Special Commission had been formed in the purpose of
banishing counterrevolutionaries from Sovie organizations, factories, and cultural
and educational institutions.

First of all, the aforementioned decision was aimed against the Multi-party
system and the democracy itself, and at the same time, it supported the forming of
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a Single-Party dictatorship. The Special Commission consisted of the following
people: a member of the Communist Party District Committee Bureau of Adjara -
I. Pevtsov, member of Revolutionary Committee - K. Sajaia, and the representative
of Presidium of Central Council of Labor Unions of Adjara. The Commission was
directly managing the repressions and banishment of the members of Anti-Soviet
parties and groups from factories and establishments, implemented by the
“Emergency Commission” (CHK). There were several Anti-Soviet political
organizations and groups at the time in Adjara. Amongst them, formations of
Social-Democrat (Menshevik), National-Democrat, Socialist-Federalist, Socialist-
Revolutionaries, Kemalists and other parties were considered as the most
influential ones. All of the above-mentioned parties except the Kemalist Party,
have been formed at the beginning of the 20th Century. In spite of Communist and
Kemalist Parties, all of them were fighting for the independence of Georgia,
recovery its statehood, democracy, and bourgeois order. In the circumstances of the
antagonist class society, their activities were targeted to establish national
consolidation and global values. Therefore, it’s natural that they were against, and
they led a ferocious fight against the Socialist Ideology and Socialist principles.
There was not an essential difference between the programs of National-Democrats
and Socialist-Federalists. They were unified in one Socialist-Federalists party. At
the early times, a vast majority of members of aforesaid parties did not demand the
independence of Georgia directly and decidedly, but they have pursued national
autonomy within the rule of the Russian Empire. Radicals have appeared in the
party since its creation. They have left the Federalist Party since the beginning of
the 20th Century and formed the National-Democrat party, which unequivocally
declared the fight for independence and sovereignty of Georgia as its major
objective. National-Democrat party is eagerly supported by llia Chavchavadze,
who himself wrote the very first program of the party. Memed Abashidze did not
share the idea of the Socialist-Federalist party, which implied granting Georgia
national autonomy while leaving it under the rule of the Russian Empire, thus he
left the party in 1908. His global ideas exceeded the narrow Party framework
significantly. His activity was targeted towards the independence and territorial
integrity of Georgia. Exactly in consequence of the fact mentioned above, he was
elected in Inter-Party (or Super-Party) Council. Formed on the 9th of April, 1917, it
had played a role of the first Parliament of Georgia. He was actively involved in
the work of the first national rally, as a representative of the Muslim people of
Georgia. Memed Abashidze was also selected to be a member of the National
Council and Presidium which consisted of 15 members in total (ACSA,Partiuli
pondi 1, agts. 1, s. 104, purts. 34).

At the beginning and the first years of establishing the Soviet governance,
organizations of the National-Democrat and the Socialist-Federalist Parties were
significantly outnumbered by the structures of Social-Democrat (Menshevik) Party.
In general, they were congregated in educational institutions, factories,
establishments, Railway and the Sea Port Division of Batumi.
The Socialist-Federalist organization unified up to 300 and the National-Democrat
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organization had up to 330 members within their ranks, but there was no unity
between those. They have quickly divided into left and right wings. Both parties
had possessed their own printing houses, specifically, Gazette “Sakartvelo”
("Georgia”) belonged to national-Democrats and Gazette “Socialist-Federalist”
needless to say, was owned by Socialist-Federalists (ACSA, Partiuli pondi 1, agts.
1, s. 210, purts. 112).

Despite the Rightists, which met the establishment of the Soviet
governance with hostility and which categorically demanded the reinstatement of
the Independent Democratic Republic of Georgia, Left-Wing politicians expressed
their loyal attitude with the Russian Empire. They’ve chosen a path of compromise
towards the Soviet State, provided it would recognize the independence and
democratic principles of Georgia, and would never allow the dictatorship of the
proletariat, repressions against landlords and capitalists and would never initiate a
class conflict. Leftists fiercely opposed the unification of the Soviet Republic of
Georgia with other Transcaucasian countries in any form as well as they objected
granting Adjara, Abkhazia and South Ossetia with the autonomy. At this time there
were quite a small number of Anarchists in Adjara, thus they did not represent any
power. Around 50 Anarchists scattered in Batumi, negatively met to the Soviet
Government, the dictatorship of the proletariat, the establishment of the standards
of Socialism, Transcaucasian Federation, USSR and the formation of Autonomous
Republic of Adjara (ACSA, partiuli fondi 1, agts. 1, s. 210, furts. 442).

There were relatively more Georgian Socialist-Revolutionaries (Essers) In

Adjara, who were part of Russia's left-wing Esser Party. Above-mentioned party as
in Russia, so in Georgia was formed from the Populist Movement in 1902, at the
turn of the century. That is why they embraced the views Populists and apparently
repeated their mistakes, which were ultimately fateful to this ideology.
The rejection of Capitalism as a Social-political formation, entering in socialism
without passing through it, proclaiming peasants as a revolutionary class, The
organization of the socialist revolution and the building of socialism, rejecting the
laborer class as a major force, recognizing the need for individual territory for
establishing socialism and so on — this is the incomplete list of views, which were
accepted by the Social-revolutionary Party. The Socialist-Revolutionaries, along
with the Mensheviks, opposed the take over both central and local governance in
the early days of the bourgeois-democratic revolution.

According to their ideology, Right-wing Essers met with hostility to the
establishment of Soviet power. The leftists were relatively restrained about Soviet
Russia and agreed to join the government. The Bolsheviks of Georgia refused to
cooperate with Essers. They did not take any practical steps to strengthen relations
with Essers or other opposition parties.

In Adjara, like other anti-Soviet parties, Essers were in a semi-legal state.
They were mainly in factories and military units in Batumi (Their number reached
up to 400 individuals) where they used Anti-Soviet propaganda, opposed the
creation of the Transcaucasian Federation, the formation of USSR and granting
Adjara of autonomy. They were especially criticizing the dictatorship of the
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Proletariat. In the years of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, Essers alongside
the Mensheviks fought a fierce struggle against the Communists. Georgian Essers
have claimed that Georgia's entry into the Transcaucasian Federation and the
USSR would lead the country to its national and political demise (ACSA, Partiuli
fondi 1, agts. 1, sak. 283, purts. 5).

At the time, the Pro-Turkish Kemalist Party, which had been formed in
1919, was considered as the strongest political organization in Adjara. It was
named after the first president of the Republic of Turkey, Kemal Ataturk. With
representatives of the Turkish National Bourgeoisie, Pro-Turkish Adjarian Nobility
and Muslim clergy had been joined in it as well. The Kemalist organization became
most active after the establishment of the Soviet government. Unlike other political
organizations, the Ajarian organization of the Kemalist Party, with its center in
Batumi, had its own groups and individuals not only in the borderline village of
Merisi but almost every village, all acting with legal and illegal manner. The
chairman of the Adjara Emergency Commission (Cheka) had been writing on
February 21, 1922, that in only one village, in Dgvani, the Kemalists brought 1500
Russian and Turkish rifles to the local population. The Kemalists were especially
numerous in the villages of Didachara, Skhalta, and Riketi Valley, and in Adjara as
a whole, they numbered more than 3,000 members (Sakartvelos tsentraluri
sakhelmtsipo istoriuli arkivi (shemoklebit SCSIA) Pondi 976, agts. 1, s. 545, purts.
36).

Kemalists were foretelling Adjarian peasants that Bolsheviks would take
away all of their values and confiscate the mosque and that Kemalist troops, which
would save the whole population from the yoke of the Bolsheviks, were expected
to arrive in Adjara in the nearest future. They called on the peasants to boycott the
Soviet government. The Adjarian organization of the Kemalist Party opposed the
creation of the Transcaucasian Federation and the USSR, and was willing to give
Adjara autonomy, but within Turkey. Agents of the aforementioned organization
were eagerly trying to penetrate the revolutionary committees of the villages, the
militia, and other Soviet institutions by various means. They succeeded in
recruiting part of the villagers to their side. In 1922, As a result of the extraordinary
measures taken by the Soviet authorities against the Kemalists (Arrest of its leaders
and other activists), their Adjarian organization has been weakened. Later in 1924,
The Kemalists, convinced that they could neither join Adjara with Turkey nor
overthrow the Soviet authorities in Adjara, ceased to exist (SCSIA, f. 1, agts. 1, s.
541, purts. 67).

Amongst the other political parties and organizations in Georgia, the most
numerous and organized was the Social-Democratic (Menshevik) party. It is
known that the background of this party and its Georgian organization, similarly to
the Russian Social Democratic Bolshevik Party and its Georgian organization,
begins in the summer of 1903 with the second meeting of the Russian Social
Democratic Party. Therefore, before 1912, prior to the Bolshevik Conference in
Prague, there were two wings of one party in one organization - Menshevik and
Bolshevik, including Georgian organizations. At the time the Georgian
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organization of the Bolshevik Party (including Adjara), despite the formal creation
of the Georgian Communist Party in May 1920, remains one of the branches of the
Russian Communist Party, the Georgian Mensheviks along with the National
Democratic, Socialist-Federalist and other parties were fighting for Georgia's
independence. After the October Revolution, the Georgian Mensheviks ultimately
left the Russian Social-Democratic Menshevik Party and formed the Social-
Democratic (Menshevik) Party of Independent Georgia, where they outnumbered
the Bolsheviks almost ten times. In May 1924 the third assembly of the Communist
Party (Bolsheviks) of Georgia was held. The report of one of the leaders of this
party, B. Lominadze states: “Prior the establishment of the Soviet power, the
Menshevik Party reportedly had 130 000 men, while other two reports informed
about 80 000 and 60 000 men (SCSIA, Pondi 1, agts. 1, s. 976, purts. 88) It
was the largest party at the time.

At the same time, the Georgian Social-Democratic (Menshevik) Party had
such strong, theoretically well-trained political figures as: Karlo Chkheidze -
Chairman of Labor MPs Petrograd Council which was founded in the days of the
Bourgeois-democratic revolution in February; Akaki Tsereteli - Minister of the
Provisional Government; Evgeni Gegechkori - Chairman of Transcaucasian
Commissariat; Noe Zhordania — Head of the Democratic Republic of Independent
Georgia; Akaki Chkhenkeli and many others.

On March 17, 1921, prominent public and political figures of the
Menshevik Party, generals, scientists, members of the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Georgia and the Constituent Assembly, Heads of other
Anti-Soviet personnel departed for Batumi by night with 16 loaded vessels. In
1921, the national parties were taken over by new leaders, whose activity was
based on the instructions and directives of leaders abroad. National parties took the
course of internal “Blast” of the Soviet authorities. In the latest issue of the
Menshevik Party newspaper ,,Ertoba““, members of the party were instructed to stay
in Georgia, return to their jobs, try to get a foot in the door of all Soviet institutions,
the Georgian Red Army and preparation of the “Blast” of the Soviet government
by the time of the return of the Government of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia.

Noe Zhordania, the leader of Social Democratic (Menshevik) party of
Georgia, was reporting that the Government was forced to quit. He urged all
Georgians not to recognize a new government, not to abide by its ordinances, and
to consider that the real government was temporarily absent from Georgia.

The Mensheviks took a course of hostility towards the Soviet Authority as
soon as it was established in Georgia. Under the slogan of Restoration of State
Independence of Georgia, the Mensheviks sought to unite against the Bolsheviks
and form a coalition with anti-Soviet parties. In June of 1921 Noe Zhordania was
writing to his associates from abroad: “Forget about all the party disagreements,
whatever sets us apart from the rest of the parties, it is essential to expel the
Bolsheviks, We will follow up to talk about party disagreements later” (Tskvitaria,
1963:25). According to the instructions of its leader, Noe Zhordania, In early 1922
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the Mensheviks began negotiations with the rest of the anti-Soviet parties about
formation of a structure that would coordinate the actions of individual parties,
especially since all these parties were pursuing the same goal - To restore the
independence of bourgeois Georgia.

In August 1922 all anti-Soviet parties except the Kemalists negotiated and drafted a
five-article agreement:

“l. The parties unite in order to fight for independence of Georgia.

2. In case Georgia's independence is restored, a constituent assembly will be
convened, to which both Government abroad and the one formed during the
transitory period should report on their activities .

3. At the Constituent Assembly a new government is formed based on the principle
of coalition, However no party will have the right to occupy more than one-third of
the seats.

4. A parity commission will be set up to deal with the previous government's
actions that have led the country to collapse.

5. Since the moment of signing present agreement, the “Independence Committee
of Georgia" will be elected on a parity basis” (ACSA, Partiuli pondi 1, agts. 1, s.
210, purts. 498).

After the above-mentioned treaty was signed, the “Georgian Independence
Committee” had been trying to overthrow the Soviet government for exactly two
years, furthermore, members of the former government of Georgia, ministers, and
Leaders of anti-Soviet parties were exhorted to achieve the same goal abroad. The
Mensheviks established Assistance Committees in Paris, London, Geneva and
other cities. Their leaders delivered reports on Georgia in various European
countries. One of the leaders of the Menshevik party — K. Chkheidze advised
England during a speech in Geneva, not to give the Bolsheviks any loans. One of
the leaders of the right wing of the French Socialist Party, Director of the
newspaper "L'Humanité t" between 1915-1918 - Pierre Renodelli wrote to one of
the prominent Menshevik leaders — Ak. Tsereteli that the French Socialists will
make an effort to interfere in Georgia's affair and support the Georgian Social
Democrats in case of success or misfortune (Tskvitaria, 1963:32).

In Adjara, as in the whole of Georgia, the Adjarian organization of the Social
Democratic (Menshevik) Party of Georgia was the most numerous one among the
other anti-Soviet organizations, Which brought together about five thousand
people. In June and July 1921 alone, more than 700 Mensheviks were identified by
the Adjara Emergency Commission. All of them served in Soviet institutions and
engaged in anti-Soviet activities (Agitation, sabotage, provocation). These people
had connections with the Mensheviks, who were in the deep underground, and
were performing their tasks. The Mensheviks were embedded in almost all
factories, factories, and establishments. The biggest part of the Mensheviks worked
at the Batumi Sea Trade Port, Post and Telegraph, Customs, People's Council of
Agriculture and its local structures. The Mensheviks were also in the militia and in
some of the District RemComs. Their main center in Adjara was positioned in the
Batumi Railway Depot. Well-organized Menshevik organizations were located in
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the ‘Chaobi” (Batumi district), Souksu, Bartskhana, as well as in several other
villages (Makhinjauri, Green Cape, Chakvi, Tsikhisdziri, Kobuleti).

The Mensheviks encouraged the facility and factory workers to fight against the
Soviet authorities. They brought disorganization in the work of factories and called
on the workers to revolt. On November 14, 1921, the Deputy Chairman of the
Kintrich Regional Committee and the head of the Housing Department of the same
District Revolutionairy Committee were arrested for such agitation but they had
gotten away with the accompanying Militia Officer (Tskvitaria, 1963:46).

Most of the emigrated Mensheviks were concentrated in Trabzon, a
Turkish town located 250 kilometers away from Batumi. The Mensheviks in
Turkey had everyday contact with the Mensheviks of Adjara, helping them
conductig anti-Soviet work. The Mensheviks were trying to make Adjara a
connecting point between the former Menshevik government of Georgia abroad
and the Mensheviks remaining in Georgia, but the union between them appeared to
be absent within their party as well. Even before the Soviet power was established,
one part of the Social-Democrats broke away from the Mensheviks and declared
themselves in opposition. This formation declared itself an independent Social
Democratic Party at the conference of the Georgian Social Democratic Workers
Party in 1920. Oppositionists titled themselves the "Skhivists" (Followers of the
Beam), naming their printing house as the " Skhivi" (“Beam”). The Skhivists, as
well as in remaining parts of Georgia, possessed their own organization in Adjara
too. For the sake of a joint struggle against the Soviet authorities, the Skivists re-
joined the Mensheviks. They, along with the Mensheviks, were fierce opponents of
the Transcaucasian Federation and the USSR, but they had never ozpposed the
creation of autonomy for Adjara and Abkhazia (ACSA, Partiuli pondi 1, agts.1, s.
168, purts. 68-71).

The Mensheviks and other anti-Soviet parties who were on the counter-
revolutionary side continued their anti-Soviet actvity in April-May 1921. At the
same time the Bolsheviks continued their fight against them. First, it was decided
to prohibit underground organizations. The Presidium of the Batumi District
Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia has devoted a number of sessions to
this issue, devising specific measures. In December of the same year, the Adjara
Bolshevik District Committee decided to launch a large-scale campaign against the
Mensheviks. Bolsheviks banished Menshevik and other anti-Soviet organizations
in factories and facilities, military units, establishments, district centers and
elsewhere (ACSA, Partiuli pondi 1, agts. 1, s. 168, purts. 68-71).

On February 11, 1922, the Mensheviks organized a student demonstration in
Batumi. In this regard, the Bolsheviks Conducted Meetings of Workers, Peasants,
Servants and Red Army soldiers and warned the Mensheviks and other anti-Soviet
parties that they would not allow protests against the Soviet authorities.
Nevertheless, in May the Mensheviks still attempted to organize a demonstration of
workers and servants in Batumi.

Adjarian Bolsheviks proposal to conduct repressions against Mensheviks
and other anti-Soviet parties who stood in the way of the counter-revolution, was
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not supported by the so called “National-Deviator” segment of the Communist
Party/Central Committee of Georgia. Only since March 1923, after the second
congress of the Communist Party of Georgia, where the new composition of the
Central Committee were elected, the irreconcilable fight against the anti-Soviet
parties began. The second congress of the Georgian Communist Party adopted the
following resolution: “It is necessary to wage a ruthless struggle with counter-
revolutionary parties, in particular the Menshevik Party” (Tskvitaria, 1963:67). In
turn, the Central Committee, elected by the congress, issued the following
directive: "Repressions against the Mensheviks and other anti-Soviet parties should
be increased unless they stop their agitation against our party on national issues.”
[Tskvitaria, 1963: 68]

The Bolsheviks of Georgia, including Adjara, as they were instructed by

the 12th Conference of the Russian Communist Party, decided to give anti-Soviet
parties a proposal to self-liquidate party organizations, before going through their
repressions, and those who would express their will, should be accepted to join the
ranks of the Communist Party. Group announcements of withdrawal from anti-
Soviet parties have begun. In a statement published by the Mensheviks of Batumi
on April 13, 1923 in the newspaper “Trudavoy Batumi” we read: ,,We, the
undersigned members of the Menshevik Party of Georgia, consider this (Comunist)
party as the only defender of the working masses, we believed that the Menshevik
Party would not deviate from the principles of socialism. After the establishment of
Soviet power in Georgia, we were convinced that the Bolshevik Party was the only
defender of the working masses. The Menshevik Party, however, has proved in the
years of its rule that it was defending the interests of the exploiter classes.
Therefore, we finally cut off ties with the Menshevik party”. The statement is
signed by the former Mensheviks: A. Tsotsonava; A. Topuria, S. Chkhaidze, N.
Tavartkiladze, K. Moistsrapishvili, A. Kinkladze, B. Zamoroko et al (ACSA,
Partiuli pondi 1, agts. 1, s. 168, purz. 121-128).
Such letters and statements were often published on press sheets, as a result of the
apparent pressure from the Communists, of course. But in turn, neither the
Mensheviks nor other anti-Soviet parties were easy to deceive. They made such
statements formally, to rid themselves of the Bolshevik repression. Actually, they
were going deep underground and to prepare for an armed uprising against the
Soviet authorities.

In August 1923, under the pressure of the Bolsheviks, a meeting of the
former Mensheviks took place in Batumi which came to decision of the
disbandment of the party (Including Adjara Menshevik organization). The youth
union of the Adjara Menshevik organization — “The Young Marxists” was also
disbanded. In 1923, other anti-Soviet parties and their local youth organizations
announced the dissolution in Georgia as well as in Adjara.

The leadership of the "Georgian Independence Committee” and the now
gone underground anti-Soviet parties were guided by the instructions of the abroad
organizations of the emigrated government and political parties of the former
Democratic Republic of Georgia. They received money, plans, recommendations,
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and directives from them about the preparation of the uprising. The third congress
of the Georgian Communist Party held in May 1924 stated: "The greatest
achievement of the Communist Party during the reporting period should be that the
liquidation of the entire anti-Soviet front was achieved. The Menshevik Party
suffered a definitive defeat last year. Old cadres of the Menshevik party, even the
petty bourgeois intelligentsia, on which the Menshevik underground was trying to
rely, were cut off from illegal organizations and turned to the Soviet authorities on
a broad front” (SCSIA, pondi 1, agts. 1, s. 976, purts. 584).

Given such false and erroneous views, the congress referred to the party's central
committee and all local party organizations: “Now that major political problems
have been successfully resolved, all forces must be directed to rebuilding the
economy and recovery of Agricultural works” (SCSIA, pondi 1, agts. 1, s. 976,
purts. 586). Three months after the congress ended, armed rebellion took place in
Georgia under the leadership of the Menshevik and other anti-Soviet parties. Along
with princes, nobles, former officers, merchants, clergymen, the peasants also took
up arms, what even was admitted by I. B. Stalin himself. At the meeting he stated
that in Georgia, “In some places, even because of their poor association with the
masses, the Mensheviks were able to drag some of the peasants into rebellion”
(Stalin, 1951:308)

Because of the fact that two months before the uprising in Adjara, the Bolsheviks
began repressions and leaders of the anti-Soviet parties, activists, leaders of the
"Independence Committee of Georgia™ and his military organization in Batumi was
arrested, the anti-Soviet parties in Adjara failed to organize an revolt.

After the anti-Soviet armed uprising that was crushed in blood in August 1924, In
Georgia, including Adjara, all anti-Soviet parties and organizations were liquidated
by the Bolsheviks.
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