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MODERNISM IN CONTEMPORARY
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Salih TUR*

Abstract: This study has reviewed, the renovation movement in Arabic
poetry ever since it was started by Mahmoud Sami al-Baroudi until the
days the free verse movement as manifested in the poetry of Nazek al-Me-
la’ika, Badr Shaker al-Sayyab, and Abdul wahhab al-Bayyati.

The study also pointed to the repercussions of Napoleon’s campaign
against the Arab region because it showed what extent this area was deeply
sinking in backwardness, further it— threw light on the need for renovation
even if it came from the west.

Modern poets believed that, it was necessary to regain firstly the lan-
guage and rhetoric of writers and poets of Abbasid period to get rid of
weakness in the poetry. Then, once language has got back its vividness and
strength, it was necessary to help new poetry to be a child of a new age.
Adventures and visits to unknown are as were necessary in the fields of
structure, rhyme, rhythm and subject, which ancient poetry left one by one.
When Jubran’s unique experience arrived, it was supported by the Appolo
and the Diwan Group’s effort and by the individual cooperations of the
Arab poets living in different places of Arab world.

Keywords: Modernism, Arabic Language, Modern Arabic Poetry,
al-Baroudi, Khalil Cubran.
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CAGDAS ARAP SiiRi’NDE MODERNIZMIiN
DOGUSU VE GELIiSiMi
(1798-1950)

0Oz: Bu makale, Mahmud Sami el-Baridi ile baslayan, Nazik el-Melai-
ke, Bedr Sakir el-Sayyab ve Abdulvehhab el-Beyyati’nin siirlerinde serbest
vezin egilimi goriildiigii donemlere kadar Arap siirindeki yenilesme hare-
ketini inceler.

Bu calisma ayn1 zamanda Napolyon’un Arap bolgesine seferinin etki-
lerini de ele alir. Clinkdi Napolyon’un bu seferi, bu bolgenin ne denli geri
kalmislik i¢ine gomiildiigiinii, batidan gelmis olsa bile yenilesme ihtiyaci-
na 151k tuttugunu gosterir.

Siirde zayifliktan kurtulmak i¢in Abbasi doneminin sair ve yazarlariin
dilini ve sanatin1 geri getirme disiincesi ¢agdas sairler arasinda egemendi.
Zira Arap siirinin gerek icerik gerekse sekil bakimindan igine diistigii geri
kalmigliktan kurtulmak ve ona yeni bir soluk aldirmak i¢in eski donemler-
deki giiciinii ve canliligini yeniden kazanmasi gerekirdi.

Big¢im, kafiye, vezin ve temada eski siirin 6rnek alinmasi ve bu baglam-
da Cagdas Arap siirinin modernlesme siirecinin baglatilmasi bir¢ok cagdas
Arap sairin ortak yaklagimiydi.

Cubran’in Cagdas Arap Siirinde getirdigi essiz acilim, gerek Apollo
Grubunun gerek Divan Grubunun gerekse Arap diinyasinin farkli yerlerin-
de yasayan sairlerin bireysel ¢aba ve calismalariyla desteklenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Modernizm, Arap Dili, Modern Arap Siiri,
el-Bartdi, Halil Cubran.
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SUMMARY

THE EMERGENCE AND DEVELOPMENT OF
MODERNISM IN CONTEMPORARY
ARABIC POETRY
(1798-1950)

Salih TUR*

This study attempts to trace out the renovation movement in modern Arabic
poetry, from its early beginnings in the nineteenth century until it reached the
final stage of reestablishment as far as form and structure.

During the reign of Mohammad Ali Basha and his successors, scientific expe-
ditions arrived from France. Printing spread. Books, written, translated or tradi-
tional ones, became at the hands of a wider sector of people. By the middle of the
nineteenth century, Arabic news papers were established in Syria, Constantino-
ple, Europe, and Egypt by several Syrian, thinkers and intellectuals. Consequent-
ly, language had to be swiftly renovated. Prose had to be relieved from the chains
of assonance and become more meaningful after artificiality had the upper hand.

Such a task was not easy to accomplish in the way performed most wonderful-
ly by the Egyptian poet Mahmoud Sami al-Baroudi, who is commonly believed
to be the pioneer of this awakening and its first poet. Listeners or readers felt
while dealing with his poetry as if they had been dealing with al-Mutanabbi,
Abu Tammam. His poetry was a match in language, vocabulary, expressions,
and signification. Artificiality which dominated in the decline ages disappeared.
Nineteenth century poetry was connected with the ancient poetry by the best
ways. Besides, it successfully dealt with national concerns, which were absent in
poetry for several centuries.

al-Baroudi’s age was an age of liberation and nationalism, Opposing the lan-
guage of his time, he resorted to that one used during the Abbasids age, which
was uniquely grand and subtle and reproduced the values of those days. Conse-
quently, his poetry could be considered as a junction between old and modern

* Assoc. Prof. Dr., Harran University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Department of Arabic
Language and Literature (salih-tur@hotmail.com).
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poetry. Here lies the favor he did for his age. Restoring ancient writings helped
to join modern generations with the original fountains of Arabic poetry in an age
which Lacked of creative examples.

Thus he paved the way for his successes to benefit from that heritage and to
set out on the road of creativity and renovatioin.

al-Baroudi, al-Sa’ati, Shawki, and Haffez who wrote in the late nineteenth
century and the beginning of the twentieth century felt that they needed to make
a jump so as to help poetry to get rid of shallow meanings, and weak structure
which stulled poetry whit silliness. For them, the remedy might come from the
ancient poetry, through trying to imitate its best example and restoring its brilliant
language which could conduct the greatest meanings.

Paying a high tribute to structure and form deprived them of the capacity to
reform structure in such a way that it might become suitable for the age in which
they lived. Further, they strongly opposed any attermpt to change the structure
and inherited rhymes of poetry, though they might say that their poetry produced
renovation and opened its age, they soon had to witness a war over the identity of
that renovation. Could it only be limited to replacing weakness with eloquence,
adding a modern touch of coloring to the eternal subjects of Arabic poetry.

Shawki and Haffez, who made the greatest parts of that criticism which
brought them fame in literature, appeared in the book known as “Dewan”

Generally speaking, any review of the beginnings of modern renaissance shows
an inclination to revisit the past, or more precisely, to try to revive it. Late in the
nineteenth century and early the twentieth century, such a venture pointed out to
a general cultural stand that included all spheres and the different fields of activ-
ity, showing how the collective conscious mess adhered to its values against the
imperialist expansionism which took the shape a cultural as well as a civilization
campaign. So, to return to the ancient heritage in its grand ages signifies a healthy
state of culture and psychology and an attempt to protect the collective character.

al-Akkad passed away in 1964, his two colleagues died earlier. Thus he had
the opportunity to witness the revolt of modern Arabic poetry as represented by
Nazek al-Melaeka and Badr Shaker al-Sayyab, and those who followed them —
the young generation of experimental poets.

The Appolo Group, is a twin of the Diwan Group contributed just like to the
literary criticism in the thirties, Anyhow, the Appolo Group was more famous for
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its theorization rather than in its capacity to produce a poetry in form and content
equal to the theories of this group. But whereas the Diwan Group had a louder
voice and more extremist stand, that is, to demolish all the pillars of neoclassi-
cism and offer a new concept of poetry, besides completely rejecting the estab-
lished traditions of poetry, the Appolo movement spread widely and included po-
ets with different cultural and intellectual back grounds. This enabled it to create
a poetic environment which was richer and more widely spread. Consequently, it
managed to leave the renaissance poets behind it, and to prepare the ground for
the appearance of the new structure and concept of poetry.

The conditions that led to modernization in Egypt and Syria, as well as the
demographic nature of these two countries could to a certain extent, provide an
answer to the question: Why was the renovation calm and governed by determi-
nants in one place and extremely adventurous and haphazard in another place,
Syria had known printing early in eighteenth century.

The renovation in Arabic poetry began in the mid—nineteenth century and
continued to the twenties of the twentieth century, ears had not heard words more
melodious, lyrical and true to nature.

But what really needs a thorough, independent and detailed study is the Iraqi
poetry which gave us prominent poets such as al-Kadhemi, al-Shabai, al-Za-
hawi, al-Rassefi, al-Jawahri, Ahmad Safi al-Najefi... etc. who enriched Arab
classicism with wealth of excellent poetry so did Shawki and Haffez Ibrahim.

That great number of poets played a role to make Iraq the country which the
free werse movement started in 1941.

Affer Nazek al-Melaekai’s anthology” Sharpnels and Ashes” and Bader Shak-
er al-Sayyab’s anthology “Myths” which appeared in 1950, besides al-Bayyati’s
anthology” “Broken Jugs” in 1954, those anthologies, alongside with the free
verse Anthology, and other ones which appeared in Syria Lebanon, Palestine, and
Egypt gave the Arab modernity movement in poetry a powerful impetus which
can never be defeated, isolating classical methods of expression in a corner.
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