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Oz

Klasik anlamda bir siyasal rejimin demokratik olup olmadiginin belirlenmesinde
basvurulan kriterler vardir ve bunlar icinde basin ¢zgurligu de dnemli yer tutar. Bireylerin
toplumu ilgilendiren olaylar hakkinda bilgi edinebilmesi ve distncelerin yayilabilmesi
olarak tanimlanacak basin 6zgirluginun elde edilmesi de, 19. yuzyil boyunca tlkelerin
toplumsal, siyasal, kulturel ve ekonomik gelismelerine bagl olarak degisiklik gostermistir.
Bununla birlikte, basin 6zgurliguniin gelisiminde, genel oy hakki ve gazetecilikteki teknik
ilerlemeler 6nemli rol oynamistir. Avrupa’da basin 6zgurlugu icin girisilen uzun mucadele,
once Ingiltere’de ortaya ¢ikmis daha sonra Amerika’ya ve Avrupa’ya yayilmistir. Bu
mucadele sonunda basin kendini 6zellikle liberal demokrasilerde yasama, yuriitme ve
yargidan sonra dorduncu gug olarak kabul ettirmis ve basinin gorevlerini yerine
getirebilmesi icin de 6zgiir olmast fikri ilkesel olarak kabul edilmistir. Bu acidan
bakildiginda Tirkiye’de, iktidar-basin ve muhalefet-basin iliskilerinde siyasal partilerin
iktidardayken basin ozgurlugunu kisitlayict oldugu, muhalefetteyken ise basin
ozgurlugunt savundugu soylenebilir. Calisma, bu fikri ortaya koymak icin tasarlanmis
tarihsel bir betimleyici arastirmadir. Bunun icin de tarihsel donem olarak Turkiye’de
liberallesmeyi\cogulculugu gosteren cok partili donem ve onu hazirlayan tek partili donem
ele alinmistir. Demokrat Parti’'nin (DP) liberal demokrasilerde, temel hak ve
ozgurluklerden biri olan basin 6zgurlugune aykir olarak ozellikle secimleri gozeterek
mubhalefeti ve basini kisitlamaya calismasi; DP iktidar: doneminin secimleri olan 1954 ve
1957 secimleri gozontne alinarak, bu donemde yapilan Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi'nin
(CHP) mallarinin Hazine’ye devri ve basin-radyo konusunda yapilan yasal dtuzenlemeler
uzerinden somutlastirilmaya calisilmistir. Makalede, bu konuda yapilmis calismalar
yaninda, arsiv notlarindan ve gazete taramalarindan yararlanilmistir. Calisma, tarihsel
olarak Turkiye'de liberalizme/cogulculuga gecildigi bir donemde, demokrasi acisindan iyi
bir sinav verilmedigini gostermesi ve bunun 1s1¢1nda ginumuz gelismelerini
degerlendirebilmek acisindan ¢énemli bir veri saglamaktadir.
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Abstract

There are certain criteria which determine whether a political system can be evaluated as
democratic. Freedom of speech and the press are important factors among those criteria.
Press freedom may be summarized as the right of the individual to be informed on
important matters and likewise to freely spread one’s own thoughts. The ways and
processes of obtaining the freedom of the press was a process that changed gradually
during the 19th century according to the respective countries’ social, politic cultural and
economic developments. Furthermore, developments in the field of press freedom were
also affected by the gradual development of technical processes in the field of journalism
as well as the evolution of general voting rights. The long lasting struggle for freedom of
the press was first fought in England and later spread towards the United States and
Europe. As a result, the press was able to establish itself as “fourth power” in liberal
democracies, besides institutions as the executive, legislative and judicative. If we evaluate
those facts from the Turkish perspective, we may conclude that the relationship between
the press and the government is somehow controversial: Usually political parties tend to
defend the freedom of press while in the opposition, but when taking over the
government, they do tend do show a restrictive stance towards the freedom of the press.
This study has been prepared to point out those findings and has been drafted as a
historical-descriptive research. As historical background setting, the transition towards the
multi-party system as a period of liberalization and plurality as well as the single party
epoch as preparing stance has been chosen. The following subjects have been chosen as
statutory examples: The elections of 1954 and 1957 with subsequent clippings of the
freedom of press and election coverage by the Democrat Party (DP), the transfer of the
financial assets of the Republican People’s Party (CHP) by the ruling DP and legal
procedures regarding the press and radio. Besides secondary sources on the subject,
archival sources as well as newspapers have been used as research materials. As an
interesting finding, we might conclude that during the transition process towards a more
liberal and multilateral Turkish society, there were certain deficits regarding democratic
principles: those findings might open perspective towards contemporary developments
provides important data.
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