Siyasal Alani Daraltan bir Strateji Olarak
Kutuplastirma: Recep Tayyip Erdogan ve
Muharrem Ince’nin 24 Haziran 2018 Secim
Konusmalar1 Uzerine bir Inceleme’

Ulka Doganay

Oz

Bu calisma, 24 Haziran 2018 Cumhurbaskanlig Secimleri'ne Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi
(AKP) ve Milliyetci Hareket Partisi'nin (MHP) olusturdugu Cumbhur Ittifaki'nin aday1
olarak katilan Recep Tayyip Erdogan ve Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi'nin aday1 olarak katilan
Muharrem Ince’nin se¢im konusmalarini incelemektedir. Elestirel soylem analizi
yonteminin kullanildig1 arastirma, adaylarin konusmalarinda one ¢ikan kutuplastirict
soylemin bir parti ve adayin “kars: taraf”1 olusturan siyasal parti, aday ve secmen blogunu
gayr-1 mesru, marjinal ya da sistem dis1 olarak tanimlamasinin, bir tehdit algisinin 6znesi
haline getirmesinin onu siyasal alanin disina itmesi nedeniyle demokratik siyaseti
smirladigl kabuliinden yola ¢ikmis ve bu cerceve icinde Erdogan'in ve Ince’nin
konusmalarinda bir secim stratejisi olarak basvurulan “biz”- “onlar” karsithginin basat
ozelliklerini irdelemistir. Calismanin sonucunda, iki adayin da konusmalarinda one ¢ikan
kutuplastirict soylemin, yalnizca kars: tarafi ve onu destekleyen se¢cmenin tercihini gayr-1
mesru ilan etmesi ve “onlar” kategorisi icine yerlestirdigi toplum kesimlerini tehdit olarak
gormesi nedeniyle degil, ayn1 zamanda siyasal kulttrle de iliskili olan toplumsal ve siyasal
sorunlari, rakip liderlerin kisiliklerine indirgeyerek coziimsiizlestirmesi nedeniyle de
sorunlu oldugu tespit edilmistir.
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Polirazation as a Strategy that Narrows the
Political Sphere: An Analysis of Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s and Muhharrem Ince’s
June 24, 2018 Election Campaign
Speeches"”
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Abstract

This study examines the election speeches of Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who has participated
in the presidential elections of June 24 in 2018 as the candidate of the “Republican
Alliance” of Justice and Development Party (JDP) and the Nationalist Movement Party
(NMP), and of Muharrem Ince, the candidate of Republican Peoples Party. The research,
which is based on critical discourse analysis of the election speeches, derives from the
assumption that polarizing political discourses of the candidates restrict the political
sphere and the possibility of democratic politics. Accordingly, such discourses, which
define the opponent party, candidate or opposing partys’ voters as non-legitimate,
marginal, out-of-system and as the subject of a perception of “threat”, narrow the political
sphere. The paper analysis main characteristics of “us” and “them” dichotomy in
Erdogan’s and Ince’s speeches. The study has revealed that polarizing discourse is
prominent in the political speeches of both presidential candidates. This discourse is
problematic, not only because it proclaims the choice of the voters’ of its opponent as
illegitimate and it stigmatizes them as “others” who are a threat against “us” but also
because it makes the social and political problems unresolvable by reducing them to the
personalities of the opponents.
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