1979 Senato Secimleri ve IKD:
“Analar... Bacilar... Emekci Kadinlar. ..
Adayiniz Bakiye Beria Onger'dir!”
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Oz

llerici Kadinlar Dernegi (IKD) 1975 yilinda Turkiye Komunist Partisinin (TKP) farkl
toplumsal kesimleri parti ¢izgisini izleyen demokratik kitle ¢rgutlerinde bir araya getirme
hamlesinin bir parcasi olarak dogmus ve Turkiye’de kitlesel bir kadin hareketi geleneginin
oncilerinden olmustur. Bu ¢alisma, IKD'nin 1979 Senato kismi secimlerinde genel baskani
Bakiye Beria Onger’in Istanbul’dan bagimsiz senatorlitk adayligini desteklemek tizere
yuruttagu secim kampanyasini odagina almaktadir. Dernek tarafindan “analarin” ve “tim
isci ve emekgilerin aday1” olarak takdim edilen Onger, ayn1 zamanda secimlere “kadin
haklarinin yilmaz savunucusu” olma iddiasiyla katilmis ve cinsiyet kimligini kampanya
retoriginin yap: taslarindan birine donusturmustur. Bu retorik, donemin sosyalist
hareketinin “kadin sorunu”na yaklasiminin, TKP’nin “ulusal demokratik cephe” (UDC)
siyasetinin ve IKD'nin “emekg¢i kadinlarin yiginsal demokratik érguti olma” misyonunun
etkisinde sekillenen bir muizakere stireci icinde insa edilmistir. S6z konusu olan, her ne
kadar kadinhig siyasi failligin hareket noktasi olarak tanimliyor olsa da kadinlar1 éncelikle
hane ici rolleriyle siyasete cagirdigi 6lciide muhafazakar temaytillere de sahip bir retoriktir.
Basta IKD'nin yayin organi Kadinlarin Sesi dergisi olmak tizere, doneme ait arsivlerin
taranmasina dayanan calisma, dernegin hem s6z konusu secim kampanyasi 6ncesinde hem
de kampanya sirasinda dolasima soktugu kadinlik temsillerini ele almaktadir. Calisma, bu
temsillerin sekillenmesinde etkili olan faktdrleri tarihsel perspektiften, elestirel bir gozle
degerlendirmekte ve bu temsillerin cinsiyet ideolojisiyle catistigi ve uzlastigr ugraklar
gostermektedir.
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1979 Senate Elections and IKD:
“Mothers... Sisters... Working Women. ..
Here is Your Candidate,

Bakiye Beria Onger!”

Ozlem Akkaya™

Abstract

Having been founded in 1975 as part of the attempt of Turkey’s Communist Party (TKP)
to bring together different social segments within democratic mass associations following
the party’s line, the Association of Progressive Women (IKD) pioneered the tradition of a
mass women’s movement in Turkey. This study focuses on the election campaign IKD
conducted for its chair Bakiye Beria Onger in the 1979 Senate midterm elections. During
the campaign, Onger was presented by IKD as the candidate of “mothers” and “all
proletarians and laborers.” She was also defined as the “unyielding advocate of women’s
rights,” and her sexual identity was made into a building block of her campaign rhetoric.
This rhetoric was built within a negotiation process influenced by the approach of the
socialist movement to the “woman question,” TKP’s “national democratic front” strategy,
and IKD’s mission of being the “mass democratic organization of working women.” It
involved conservative tendencies for inviting women to politics primarily by appealing to
their domestic roles, despite accepting womanhood as the basis of political agency.
Depending largely on the archives of the period, particularly IKD’s media organ Kadinlarin
Sesi, this study critically handles the factors that influenced the representations of
womanhood IKD circulated before and during the 1979 election campaign and shows the
moments of conflict and reconciliation between them and gender ideology.
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