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Oz

Ulus devletlerin enformasyon ve iletisim teknolojilerine dayal olarak gerceklestirdikleri
gozetimin modernizmin ayrilmaz bir parcasi oldugu genel kabul goren bir yaklasimdir. Bu
baglamda disiplin, gozetim ve teknoloji kavramlari bireysel ozgurlitklerin erozyona
ugramasi ve modern devletlerin yurttaslarina dontik gozetim cabalar ile iligkili olarak
modernizmin anlasilmasi ve elestirisi icin merkezi 6neme sahiptirler. Ancak yirminci
yuzyilin son ceyreginde iletisim teknolojilerinde yasanan dontisumlerle beraber devletler,
gozetim teknolojileri uzerindeki tekellerini, 6zel sirketler ve siradan insanlarla paylasmak
zorunda kalmislardir. Yasanan donustm; disiplin ve gozetim gibi kavramlarin ele
alinisinda bazi yeni yaklasimlarin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olmustur. Gunumuz gozetim
calismalarinda, gozetimin artik disipline etmek gibi bir amaci bulunmadig ve devletlerin
merkezi gozetleyici olma kapasitelerini kaybettikleri, dolayisiyla bireysel 6zgurlitklerin
eskisi gibi tehdit altinda olmadig Manuel Castells ve Zygmunt Bauman'in da aralarinda
oldugu pek cok isim tarafindan savunulmaktadir. Bu ¢alismanin amaci, bahsedilen yaygin
egilimin cesitli problemli yanlarini ortaya koymak ve gozetim pratiklerinde 6nemli
degisimler oldugunu kabul etmekle beraber, bireysel 6zgurliklere etkisi ve disipline etme
egilimleri baglaminda modern devlet ile neoliberal devlet arasinda bir kopus degil
devamlilik olduguna isaret etmektir. Bu amag¢ dogrultusunda, modernist gozetime donuk
klasik elestirilerin gerisinde yatan bazi temel tartismalarin bugun de gecerli oldugunu
gostermek tizere Max Weber, Frankfurt Okulu dustinirleri ve Michel Foucaultnun
konuya iliskin yaklasimlari ele alimmistir. Bugtintn neoliberal gozetim pratiklerini
anlamak tuzere Edward Snowden’in 2013 yilnda Washington Postve The Guardian
araciligryla sizdirmis oldugu belgeler ve Big Data teknolojilerinin Batili demokratik
devletlerde kullanimina iligkin cesitli 6rneklerden yararlanilmistir. Guniimiiz gozetim
pratiklerine iliskin veriler ile yurtuttlen kuramsal tartisma bir arada dusuntuldugunde,
ozgur bireyin erozyona ugramasi ve devletlerin disipline etme cabalar1 baglaminda totaliter
egilimler tasimadiklarina donuk iddialar ikna edicilikten uzak gorinmektedir.
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Abstract

The surveillance of citizens by nation states through information and communication
technologies is widely accepted as inextricable phenomena of modernity. In this
framework, the concepts of discipline, surveillance and technology have had great
importance in critiquing and understanding modernism, particularly in the context of
dissolution of individual freedom. However, from the last quarter of 20 century on, in
parallel with the transformation of communication technologies, nation states began to
lose their monopoly on surveillance technologies which were now also owned by private
companies and ordinary citizens. This advancement in communication technologies
caused a major shift toward the understanding of fundamental concepts like discipline and
surveillance. Today, it is widely argued that discipline is not the main idea behind
surveillance anymore, and state surveillance is not a threat to freedom since neoliberal
states do not have capabilities of centralized surveillance. This approach became quite
popular since many distinguished scholars including Zygmunt Bauman and Manuel
Castells support it. This study aims to explore some problematic aspects of the most
common approaches to surveillance and claims and to argue that even though there have
been important changes in surveillance practices, state surveillance, disciplinary
tendencies and dissolution of freedom are still important threats to individual freedom
within the neoliberal state as they were in the modern capitalist state. For this purpose,
some ideas of Max Weber, Frankfurt School thinkers and Michel Foucault on the
modernist surveillance and discipline have been utilized to show continuities and
totalitarian tendencies of neoliberal surveillance in democratic societies. Theoretical
exploration in this article, supported by documents leaked by Edward Snowden through
Washington Post and The Guardian and some examples of the use of Big Data
technologies by democratic states, has been utilized to show that state surveillance along
with the private surveillance still poses great threat to freedom and it is very unconvincing
to claim that advanced neoliberal societies do not have tendencies toward totalitarianism.
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