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Oz

Turkiye'de feminist tarih yazimi veya kadinin géziinden modernlesme/batililasma
deneyiminin yeniden yorumlanmast ile birlikte, ilk olarak resmi tarihin insa ettigi kadin
imgesi sorunsallastirilmistir. Bu da kisisel ve sosyal tarihleri “0zel” alanda birakilmis
kadinlarin gindeme getirilerek kadin sorununun politiklestirilmesini ortaya cikarmistir.
Ayn1 zamanda, kadin hareketinde yer almis kadinlarin islerini, deneyimlerini ve
dustncelerini yeniden dusunmek ihtiyact dogmustur. Turkiye'nin ilk kadin
gazetecilerinden biri olan Sabiha Zekeriya Sertel'in (1895-1968) hayat1 ve dustincelerini
irdelemek hem giintumuiz hem de Cumhuriyet kadinlarinin miicadelesini anlamlandirmak
acisindan ozellikle degerlidir. Sabiha Zekeriya Sertel, erken Cumhuriyet donemine egemen
olan toplumsal cinsiyet paradigmasini elestirmekten kacinmamasina ragmen; pozitivist,
ilerlemeci ve aydinlanmaci 6zellikleriyle, Kemalizmin modernlesme projesinin kararh bir
savunucusudur. Ote yandan, reformlarin uygulamada eksik yonleri oldugunu cekinmeden
dile getirmesi devletin uyguladig: sansur politikalari nedeniyle siklikla magdur olmasina
yol acmustir. Bu calisma, Sabiha Zekeriya Sertel'in kadin konusu cercevesindeki yayin
faaliyetlerinin ti¢c ana donem tuzerinden farklilastig: tespitinden hareketle tasarlanmistir.
Buna gore, Mittareke doneminin kaotik ortaminda Biiyiik Mecmuada (1919), kadinlarin
ikincil konumu tzerine ilk elestirel yazilarini kaleme alir. Bu dergideki yazilarinda kadinin
kamusal hayat icerisinde esit gortunurlugi ve Batililasma 6zlemiyle ilgili olarak
kavramsallasturdig esit haklar ilkesi tizerinden kadin sorununa yaklasmistir. Tkinci
doneminde, ABD’den Tirkiye’ye dondukten sonra tilkenin hizli donustmler gecirdigi
yillarda, Resimli Ay dergisinde basladig1 “Cici Anne” kosesinde (1924-1930) ve ayni1 yapiy1
surdirdugi Cumhuriyet gazetesindeki “Bana sorarsaniz” isimli popiiler yorum kosesinde
(1930-1931) hakim toplumsal cinsiyet kaliplarini sorgularken kadinin toplumdaki ikincil
konumunu kapitalist duzene ickin giic iliskilerinin dinamikleriyle bir arada dasundr.
Ikinci Dunya Savast siiresince fasizm karsiti yazilar yazdigi ve kadin sorununa daha az
egildigi Tan gazetesi donemi (1938-1945) ise tictinciistne karsilik gelir. Yazida ayrica
Sabiha Zekeriya Sertel'in feminizme dair tutumunu anlamak icin Turkiye'deki kadin
orgutleriyle iliskisine deginilmektedir.
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Abstract

As a result of the feminist historiography or the re-interpretation of the experience of
modernization/Westernization through the perspectives of women in Turkey, the image of
woman built by the official historiography has been problematized in the first place. This
paved the way for the politicization of the woman question by bringing the women whose
personal and social histories had been left to the ‘private’ sphere to the fore. Meanwhile, a
need to rethink the works, experiences and thoughts of women who took part in the
women’s movement emerged. Examining the life and thoughts of Sabiha Zekeriya Sertel
(1895-1968), one of the first female journalists of Turkey would be worthwhile for
understanding the struggles of women, both contemporary and Republican. With her
positivist, progressivist and pro-enlightenment attitude, Sabiha Zekeriya Sertel was a
stubborn defender of Kemalist modernization project, even though she did not abstain
from criticizing the dominant gender paradigm of the early Republican period. However,
expressing the incompetency of the implementations of Republican reforms often led her
to become the victim of the state policies of censor. The design of this study has been
based on the observation that Sabiha Zekeriya Sertel’s publications in the framework of
woman question roughly differentiated in three distinct periods. In this framework, she
began to pen her first striking articles on the subordinated status of women in Buyiik
Mecmua magazine (1919) which was published during the chaotic atmosphere of the
Armistice Period. Sertel’s approach in these writings was based on the principle of equal
rights conceptualized with respect to women’s equal visibility in the public life and their
desire to become Westernized. In the second period right after her return from the US and
during which Turkey was passing through wide scale transformations, she continued to
question the dominant gender roles, and analyze the women’s problem with a deliberate
focus on the internal power relations of capitalism in her column “Cici Anne” in

the Resimli Ay magazine (1924-1930) and again with the same conceptual structure in her
popular column “Bana sorarsaniz” (if you ask me) in the daily Cumbhuriyer (1930-1931).
The last phase corresponds to a period when she focused more on pieces against fascism in
the daily 7an (1938-1945) during World War II and wrote relatively less on women’s
issues. The paper will also touch upon Sabiha Zekeriya Sertel’s relationship with the
women’s organizations in Turkey, in order to better grasp her positioning within
feminism.
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