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Some Comments on a Few Intriguing Seals
Found in the EBA Settlements at Hacilar Biiyiik Hoyiik
and a Seal from Burdur Museum

Gulsin UMURTAK*

Located 27 km. southwest of Burdur and named after the nearby village of ‘Hacilar’ (Fig. 1)
the settlement was discovered in 1956 by James Mellaart, who was investigating a group of
painted pottery that had been found at Burdur, and he began excavations here the following
yearl. The Hacilar excavations, which continued for four years, brought to light impressive and
authentic finds that revealed the existence of a culture previously unknown on the Anatolian
Plateau and also introduced concepts such as the Neolithic and Chalcolithic to the world of
scientific research. The fact that the excavations site where significant and impressive finds had
been uncovered was left without the work being completed led to unfortunate consequences
in the following years, such as illegal digs and damage to the settlement. As a result of the
research project that was started in 1976 in the same region by Refik Duru long after the end
of the Hacilar Excavations, all the stages of which the writer of this article was involved in?,
Burdur and its surrounding area has become one of the best known regions for the prehistoric
periods of Anatolia.

Hacilar Biyiik Hoyiik Excavations: The excavations that began under my direction in
20113 represent the latest stage in this long term project. The hoyiik, an oval shaped settle-
ment approximately 280 x 240 m in dimension, is located around 400 m north of the mound
previously excavated at Hacilar?. It is not easy to estimate the height of the hoyiik due to the
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1 James Mellaart, who passed away a few months ago, was a very significant figure known for his discovery of
Hacilar and as the person who began the first prehistoric research in the Burdur Region. We remember him with
respect.

2 The Kurugay Excavations (1978-1988), the Search for the Hacilar Necropolis (1985-1986) and the Hoylicek (1989-
1992) and Bademagact Excavations (1993-2010).

3 This project was supported by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the Directorate of Floating Assets Enterprises
and the General Directorate of Cultural Heritage and Museums and Istanbul University Secretariat of Scientific
Research Projects (Project nos. 15305/2011 and 23708/2012), for which I am sincerely grateful.

4 J. Mellaart paid virtually no attention to this hoyiik. However, it is extremely important to understand the relations
between the two mounds of Hacilar that continued for several thousand years. It is very likely that the excavations
to be carried out at Hacilar Buytk Hoylk and its vicinity will provide insight into the Early Chalcolithic Period
settlement known from the Mellaart period excavations at Hacilar; there is also a strong possibility that phases rep-
resenting the Late Chalcolithic culture, as yet not seen at any other hoytik in the same region apart from Kurucay,
and phases of the Early Bronze Age not represented at Kurucay or Bademagaci (Antalya) will be uncovered.
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complexity of the topography of the area surrounding it (Fig. 2). The excavations were begun
in two areas, in the highest section at the top of the hoyik and on the western slope.

Sondages at the Top of the Hoyiik: During the first excavations season work was car-
ried out in Sondages A and B at the highest point on the northern side of the mound and in
Sondage C, in an area to the 40 m southwest of this section, with the aim of finding out about
the cultural sequence of the hoytk. In the 2012 season Sondages A and B were combined and
the excavations area was extended (Fig. 2). Three separate building levels were identified in
each of these three trenches. On the basis of the finds uncovered that were already known
from the Burdur Region, especially the pottery, these levels are thought to date to the middle
of the Early Bronze Age (EBA)>. Some badly damaged stone foundations were uncovered im-
mediately below the surface of the field but these foundations did not provide much informa-
tion about the building plans they belonged to.

Sondage on the Western Slope (Bat1 Yamag A¢mast - BYA): This sounding was initially
opened up in the first year on the western slope of the hoytik as a Trial Sondage (DA2) 5 m
in diameter, and was then extended in every direction in 2012 until it reached 130 x 15 m in
dimension. In the Western Slope Sondage a multi-roomed defence system, dating to the Early
Bronze Age I, with carefully planned large “saw edge” bends on a north-south axis was uncov-
ered. So far 14 small rooms / sections have been excavated and among these an entrance gate
into the city / Western Gate (Bati Kapisi-BK) that was obviously used over a long period as it
had been restored and added to several times (Propilon) (Fig. 3-4). The outer walls made of
medium sized stones that formed the western boundary at this point were 1.50-1.60 m in thick-
ness and reached a height of 2 m in places. The upper sections of the defence system walls
were constructed of mud bricks (kerpi¢). The small rooms (casemates) adjacent to the defence
wall had average dimensions of 3.85 x 6.10, 4.5 x 5.5, 3.60 x 5.00 m and the thickness of the
inner walls was 1.10 m, 1.30 m and 1.45 m; the doors opened up to an area on the eastern
side. The door openings of some of the doors of these rooms were 1.10 m - 1.20 m in width
and the stones that the door shafts turned on were found in situ in the form of a plaque on the
inside of the door wings of some of them shows that the doors opened inwards.

The soil of the floors in these rooms had been well compressed and smoothed over; most
of the rooms had the remains of a horse-shoe shaped hearth in the centre and some of them
contained supports/platforms made of mud bricks on top of layers of stone, usually adjacent
to the southern wall, that were suitable for large jars to be placed on. A large amount of burnt
grain and fragments of burnt wood was found inside these jars and scattered on the floors of
the rooms. The general appearance of the EBA T architecture uncovered in the BYA / WSS does
not fully resemble the architecture of any settlement so far excavated in the Anatolian Plateau.
As described above this is a circular settlement that seems to be integrated into the defence sys-
tem designed to protect it as it is formed by the indentations and protrusions of the “saw tooth”
serrations that surround it (Fig. 3-4). Although we know nothing about the character or details
of this settlement, it is clear from the EBA I buildings such as the houses, the residence / palace
of the ruling class and the temple that the settlement was rich enough to need to be protected
by such an extraordinarily strong defence system as the one described above. The 14C read-
ings carried out on the burnt grain particles found at this settlement in 2011 gave dates of
3010-2980 BC.

5 In view of the likelihood that the results of future excavations seasons could alter those of the early years, these
settlement levels were not given definite names.
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A rich pottery repertoire, a number of clay and stone idols, metal pins and stamp seals
made of clay and stone were uncovered in the EBA T and EBA II settlements at Hacilar Buylk
Hoytuk. Three seals found in the first two seasons of excavations and one seal kept in the
Burdur Museum will be evaluated below. The first of the two seals (Fig. 5) that belong to EBA
I settlement was found among the pieces of a broken jar on a raised work surface made of
kerpi¢ in front of the gate of Building G1 that forms the outer circle of the defence system. The
seal was probably originally kept inside the earthenware jar. The other small seal was found
inside Building G4 (Fig. 6). The pinkish beige clay seal was made of a very well purified paste
and had been fired. The long conical handle of the seal had a horizontal string pierced hole
and its quadrangular stamp surface was divided into four equal sections within a frame. In
these sections there are, in order, seven dots arranged in the shape of a flower and eight small-
er dots between them; four chevrons one inside the other with open edges and six miniature
squares on the end; an orderly composition consisting of 4 x 6 rows that form a square; three
quadrangular motifs one inside the other containing two dots in the centre. The composition
on the stamp surface was neatly and carefully applied (Fig. 5, Table).

The second seal was carefully formed from black stone, the top of the handle is broken,
the stamp surface is quadrangular with rounded corners and the composition inside a frame
consists of three chevron motifs one inside the other and a circle placed in front of them. This
stamp surface closely resembles the lower right hand square of the four separate compositions
on the stamp surface of the clay seal described above (Fig. 6, Table).

A seal from the EBA 1II settlement of our hoyiik was carefully shaped from clay and its
colour after firing is greyish beige. The composition on the round stamp surface contains two
symmetrical spirals; there is a cross motif roughly added to the stamp surface that divides it
into four sections and each section contains three quadrangles with a dot in each; three small
dots inside a quadrangle; a ‘V’ and a series of ‘V’ motifs one inside the other, zigzag lines, bro-
ken and parallel lines and comb shaped (?) motifs (Fig. 7, Table).

Another seal being examined here is one that was purchased by Burdur Archaeology
Museum. It resembles the Hacilar Buytk Hoytk EBA II example from the point of view of
dimensions and stamp surface®. The outer section of the stamp surface is surrounded by three
rows of wavy lines/water swirls (?), in the middle there are three single centre circles placed
one inside the other and right at the centre there is a “swastika” motif (Fig. 8, Table).

A similar example to the seal from Hacilar Buyik Hoyik EBA I, seen in Fig. 4, is a small
beige coloured clay seal found at Bademagaci in the storage area of the Multi-roomed Complex
in the southern part of the EBA II settlement. The stamp surface of the seal is divided into four
equal sections by a cross-shaped motif inside a frame and contains the following compositions:
seven dots and three dotted lines; three chevrons one inside the other and open at the front;
undulating and broken lines; a symbol resembling a back-to-front ‘A’ placed inside a quadran-
gle with rounded corners (Fig. 9).

It is a seal found at Kusura that most closely resembles the general characteristics of the
seal from Hacilar Biiyiik Hoytiik EBA 1I (Fig. 10)”.

6 1 extend my thanks to H. A. Ekinci, the Director of Burdur Archaeology Museum, who gave permission to work on
this seal, as well as offering help, and our colleague G. Giilseven, who provided inventory information.

7 W. Lamb, Excavations at Kusura near Afyon-Karahisar II (1938) 253 Fig. 18.1.
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Before the excavation of Hacilar Biytk Hoytk, the place that provided the most satisfac-
tory information on glyptic art in the Burdur Region was the Bademagaci Early Bronze Age 11
settlement. During the 18 years of excavations at this centre over 100 seals were found, mostly
made of clay but also including a small number made stone and bronze; these seals provided
important information about the production and use of seals in this region in the Early Bronze
Age®. Most of the stamp seals found at Bademagact have a short pointed string pierced han-
dle and the stamp surface of most of them is round, although some of them are quadrangular
or triangular. The decoration on the stamp surfaces is usually a standard type composition
consisting of a cross motif that divides the area into four sections, which are filled with some
geometric motifs or symbols (?), swastikas or simple filling motifs such as groups of straight
or slanted lines, wind vanes or linear designs and very plain images. However, in a few unu-
sual examples it is possible to think that these could represent some symbols or signs’. From
a cultural point of view, there are close similarities between Hacilar Biiyiik Hoyiik!® and the
Bademagaci EBA 1II settlement and some parallels with the simple/plain stamp seal traditions
of contemporary settlements at Karatas-Semaytiik!! and more distant neighbours such as Kusura
Hoyiik!?, Beycesultan'3 and Aphrodisias'. It is likely that, in these periods, stamp seals were
very valuable items that not only identified ownership but also indicated the status of the own-
er and perhaps were considered to have some magical power.

Some of the stamp seals described here (Fig. 5, 7-8) are different in size from the seal types
and dimensions usually associated with the Early Bronze Age. It is likely that the function and
use of these larger carefully made seals are different from those of the other type of seals. Tt is
apparent that in this period stamp seals were not really made according to individual prefer-
ences but, especially the seals with symbols and signs on them, were made with the permis-
sion of a central authority. The fact that one of the seals from Hacilar Buytk Hoyuk (Fig. 5)
was found among the pieces of a broken jar and scattered grain kernels on a work surface is
mentioned above. There are very interesting examples of valuable items kept in grain stor-
age areas from the Early Neolithic Period onwards®. The defence system that surrounded the
Hacilar Buyik Hoylk EBA T settlement was undoubtedly built to be extremely strong in order

8 Some of these seals were published in the annual excavations reports and articles and in a monograph: R. Duru,
MO 8000'den MO 2000’e Burdur-Antalya Bolgesi'nin Altubin Yili (2008) Res. 344-345; G. Umurtak, “A Study of three
numerical (1) Tablets and a Stamp Seal from the Early Bronze Age Settlement at Bademagaci Hoyuk”, Adalya XII,
2009, 1-10; “Questions Arising from a Bulla found in the EBA II Settlement at Bademagact”, Adalya XIII, 2010,
19-27.

9 R. Duru, “Bademagact Hoyligii'nde Bulunmus Iki Miihiir”, Muhibbe Darga Armagani (2008) 236-242.

10 G. Umurtak - R. Duru,“Hacilar Biiytik Hoyiik Kazisi - 2011/Hacilar Biyiik Hoytik Excavations - 20117, MUZE 5 2012,
44-48; “Hacilar Biytk Hoytik 2011 Yili Kazilari / Excavations at Hacilar Biytuk Hoyiik 20117, Anmed 10, 2012,
21-26.

11 M. J. Mellink, “Excavations at Karatas-Semayiik in Lycia, 1964”, AJA 69.3, 1965, Fig. 33a-b, 37a-b; M. J. Mellink,
“Excavations at Karatas-Semayik in Lycia, 1966”, AJA 71.3, 1967, Fig. 54a-b, 55a-b, 56; “Excavations at Karatas -
Semayiik and Elmali, Lycia, 1969”, AJA 74.3, 1970, Fig. 23a-b; “Excavations at Karatas - Semayiik and Elmali, Lycia,
19717, AJA 76.3, 1972, Fig. 4a-c; J. L.Warner, Elmali-Karatas II. The Early Bronze Age Village of Karatas (1994) Pl.
186-187/a-e.

12 W. Lamb, Excavations at Kusura near Afyon-Karahisar (1937) 230 Fig. 12/17-20.

13 S. Lloyd - J. Mellaart, Beycesultan 1. The Late Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age Levels (1962) Fig. F.4./7-8; Pl
XXXII/6.

14 M. S. Joukowsky, Prehistoric Aphrodisias. An Account of the Excavations and Artifact Studies I (1986) 383 Fig.
318/4-0; Prehistoric Aphrodisias. An Account of the Excavations and Artifact Studies 1T (1986) 606 Fig. 437/19, 611
Fig. 440/22.

15 G. Umurtak, “Silos in Neolithic Settlements of Burdur-Antalya Region”, Adalya X, 2007, 8.
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to protect a large, distinguished city and its significant wealth. A similar situation can be seen
in the Bademagaci EBA II settlement. A bulla® with a stamp impression on it found in one of
the storage buildings in this settlement and numerical tablets and unusual seals, metal objects!’
found in the same building group give some insight into the central authority mentioned above
and the use and functions of these seals. In this context, as discussed above, it can be assumed
that the small size ordinary seals with plain designs on the stamp surfaces were used in vari-
ous tasks of everyday life, usually to express ownership (as is generally accepted), for exam-
ple in the closing of containers and securing of boxes and the sealing of the doors of storage
rooms'®. The larger size seals from Hacilar Biiylik Hoylik described here with symbols on the
stamp surfaces and the small number of examples with compositions that could be considered
unique were probably only produced to be used at settlements for the official tasks of a central
authority.

Is it possible to say that the designs on the stamp surfaces of the unusual seals from Hacilar
Buytuk Hoytk are only emblems, graphic symbols or decorative motifs? It can be seen that the
compositions on these seals are deliberate applications and that these “symbols” can be re-
peated on the same seal or another one (Fig. 5-6, 9; 7, 10). The stages that societies go through
before the knowledge and use of writing are not yet adequately attested to or understood.
Some of the incised symbols found at Tordos, a Vin a settlement in Romania, appear on pot-
tery; the symbols on baked clay tablets found at Tartaria and the Gradeshnitsa plaque and the
Karanovo seal dated to 1000 years earlier than the Hacilar Biyik Hoylk EBA T settlement are
extremely interesting but are not usually accepted as being logographs or phonographs'. I do
not want to make suggestions that cannot be proved concerning the meanings of the symbols
on the seals being studied (Table) and am aware that if one of these signs (or some of them)
also represents a word, it should also have a phonetic equivalent. The view put forward by H.
Th. Bossert that “there can be no cultures that have owners of seals but are without a knowl-
edge of writing”?? has lost its effect in the approximately half a century that has passed since
it was put forward due to new concrete archaeological finds that prove otherwise. However, I
believe that the subject of whether unusual seals containing symbols/signs that belong to pre-
writing periods played any prior (forerunner) role in the development of future writing systems
needs to be discussed?!.

Could the appearance of architectural preferences not previously seen in Anatolia, the pot-
tery groups different to earlier ones and the unusual seals seen at the Hacilar Buytk Hoylk
EBA I settlement be explained by the arrival of a new ethnic group into the region or, to use a
more specific expression, by the Luwian factor???

16 G. Umurtak, “Questions Arising from a Bulla found in the EBA 1II Settlement at Bademagaci”, Adalya XII, 2010,
19-27.

17 G. Umurtak,“A Study of three numerical (!) Tablets and a Stamp Seal from the Early Bronze Age Settlement at
Bademagaci Hoytik”, Adalya XII, 2009, 1-10.

18 C. Renfrew, Archaeology and Language. The Puzzle of Indo-European Origins (1987) 351; G. Umurtak, “Neolitik
ve Erken Kalkolitik Caglarda Burdur-Antalya Bolgesi Miihtirciiligti Uzerine Bazi Gozlemler”, Adalya IV, 1999-2000,
1-19.

19 S. R. Fischer, A History of Writing (2005) 22-24.
20 H. Th. Bossert, “Bild-Luwisches”, Festschrift fiir Johannes Friedrich (1959) 79.

21 D. Hawkins, “Writing in Anatolia: imported and indigenous systems”, World Archaeology 17.3, 19806, 363-376; D.
Hawkins, “Scripts and Texts”, H. C. Melchert (ed.), The Luwians (2003) 165-169.

22 H. C. Melchert, “Prehistory”, H. C. Melchert (ed.), The Luwians (2003) 26.
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Catalogue

(Fig. 5)

Location of Find: Hacilar Biyik Hoytik

Place of Find: Inside a large jar on a work counter in front of Building G1
Excavations Inventory No: HBH 2012/12

Burdur Archaeology Museum Inventory No: P.17.23.12

Period :EBATI

Substance: Clay

Height : 3.6 cm

Width  : 4.0 x 4.0 cm

(Fig. 6)

Location of Find: Hacilar Buytuk Hoyuk

Place of Find: Building G4

Excavations Inventory No: HBH 2012/32

Burdur Archaeology Museum Inventory No: P.37.23.12
Substance: Stone

Period :EBATI

Width  : 24 cmx 2.2 cm

(Fig. 7)

Location of Find: Hacilar Buyluk Hoyluk

Place of Find: Sondage A

Excavations Inventory No: HBH 2011/1

Burdur Archaeology Museum Inventory No: P.5.14.11
Period :EBAII

Substance: Clay

Height :2.9 cm

Diameter : 5.8 cm

(Fig. 8)

Location of Find: It was purchased by Burdur Archaeology Museum
Burdur Museum Inventory No: 2025

Substance: Clay

Period : EBA

Height :4.0 cm

Diameter : 5.0 cm



Ozet

Hacilar Buyiik Hoytk 11k Tung Cagi Yerlesmeleri’nde Bulunmus
Olan ilgi Cekici Bir Grup Miihiir ve Burdur Miizesi’'nden
Bir Miihiir Uzerine Bazi Yorumlar

Hacilar, James Mellaart'in 1956 yilinda Burdur'da kendisine gosterilen bir grup boya bezeme-
li canak ¢omlegin izini stirmesi sonunda saptanmis ve ertesi yil kazilmasina baslanmisti. 4 yil
stiren Hacilar kazilari, giinisigina ¢ikan seckin ve 6zgiin buluntulari ile o zamana dek Anadolu
Yaylasi’'nda bilinmeyen bir kuiltirtin varligini ortaya koymus, Neolitik ve Kalkolitik gibi kavram-
lart bilim diinyasinin glindemine tasimistir. Cok 6nemli ve carpict buluntularin ele ge¢cmekte
oldugu kazi yerinin gerekli calismalar tamamlanmadan birakilmasi, izleyen donemlerde kacak
kazilar ve tahribat gibi bazi istenmeyen gelismelere neden olmustur. Hacilar Kazilari’'nin son
bulmasindan uzun zaman sonra, 1976 yilinda ayni bolgede Refik Duru tarafindan baslatilan ve
bu satirlarin yazarinin da tim asamalarinda yer aldigi bu arastirma streci ile Burdur ve yakin
cevresi, Anadolu tarihoncesi donemlerinin en iyi bilinen bolgelerinden biri haline gelmistir.

Hacilar Buytk Hoytk daha onceleri kazi yapilan Hacilar'in yaklasik 400 m. kadar kuzeyinde
yer alan, oval bicimli, yaklasik boyutlart 280 x 240 m olan bir yerlesme yeridir (Res. 2). 2011
yilinda yonetimimizde baslanan kazilar yukarida sozt edilen uzun soluklu projenin simdilik son
basamagidir. ik kazt mevsiminde Hoytgiin kiiltir siradiizeni hakkinda bilgi edinmek amaciyla
kuzeydeki en ylksek kesimde A, B ve C acmalarinda calisilmis, 2012 sezonunda A ve B a¢ma-
lar1 birlestirilerek kazi alani genisletilmistir. Her ti¢ acmada da, Burdur Bolgesi'nin daha once-
den bilinen bulgularina, 6zellikle canak comlegine dayanilarak, ilk Tun¢ Cagrnin (ITC) ortala-
rina tarihlendirilmesinin dogru olacag: diistiniilen ti¢ ayri mimarlik katinin varligt saptanmustir.

Batt yamacta 5 m. ¢apinda bir Deneme Ac¢mast (DA2) olarak baslanan, daha sonra her
yonden yapilan eklerle 2012 yilinda 130 x 15 m ol¢tilerine ulasan Bati Yama¢ A¢masi’nda
(BYA) ilk Tung Cagi I'e ait, dikkatle planlanmis “testere disi” seklinde kirilmalarla kuzey-
gliney dogrultusunda gelisen ¢ok odali bir savunma sisteminin bugiine kadar 14 mekani
ve bunlarin arasinda pek cok yenileme evresi ve eklemelerle uzun zaman kullanildigi anlasilan
bir kente giris kapist / Bati Kapist (BK) aciga cikartilmistir (Propilon). Burada bati sinirt
olusturan dis duvarlar 1.50 - 1.60 m kalinlikta, orta boy taslardan ériilmiis olup, yiiksekligi yer
yer 2 m’yi bulmaktadir. Savunma sisteminin duvarlarinin tst kesiminin ise kerpicle oraldigu
goriilmektedir. Sur’a bitisik ve ortalama 3.85 x 6.10, 4.5 x 5.5, 3.60x5.00 m boyutlarindaki
mekanlarin (kazamat) ic duvarlart 1.10 m, 1.30 m ile 1.45 m kalinliktadir ve kapilari dogu
yondeki bir alana acilmaktadir (Res. 3-4). Nitelikleri ve ayrintilart hakkinda simdilik hic¢bir
bilgimiz olmamakla birlikte, ITC T'in evleri, yonetici siniflarin ikametgahi (residans / saray),
tapinak vs. gibi yapilariyla bu yerlesme yukarida tanitilan olagantistii glicli bir savunma sistemi
ile korunmaya alinacak kadar zengin bir kent olmaliydr. 2011 yilinda bu yerlesmeden ele gecen
yanmus tahil kalintilarindan yapilan C14 analizleri M.O. 3010-2980 tarihlerini vermistir.
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Hacilar Biiyiik Hoyiik’te ITC I ve ITC 1I yerlesmelerinde zengin bir ¢anak ¢comlek repertu-
art ile pismis toprak ve tastan idoller, maden igneler ve pismis toprak mihtrler ele gecmistir.
Kazilarin ilk iki sezonunda ele gecen ti¢c miihiir ile Burdur Mizesi'nde saklanmakta olan bir
miihiir bu makalede degerlendirilecektir. ITGC I'e ait olan 2 miihiirden ilki (Res. 5) yerlesmenin
savunma sistemini olusturan dis halkasinda G1 yapisinin kapist 6ntinde, kerpic ile yikseltilmis
bir tezgdh tzerindeki kirik kiip’tin parcalart arasinda bulunmustur. Biytk olasilikla mihtr k-
pln icinde saklanmaktaydi. Diger kiictik tas miihir (Res. 6) ise G4 yapisinda ele gecmistir.

Burada taniimi yapilan miihiirlerin bir kisminin (Res. 5, 7-8) boyutlart ilk Tung¢ Cagrnin
alisilmis muihtr tipleri ve boyutlarindan farklidir. Bu iri boyutlu ve ¢zenle islenmis mihiirlerin
islevinin ve kullanim alanlarinin da farkli oldugu akla gelmektedir. Bu cagda muhir yapimci-
liginin kisisel bagimsiz tercihlere pek bagli olmadigi, 6zellikle bazi semboller ve isaretlerin yer
aldigi muhtrlerin merkezi otoritenin izni ile yapidig: distintilmelidir. Hacilar Buylik Hoyuk’te
bulunmus olan muhitrlerden bir tanesinin (Res. 5) bir islik tezgahindaki kirtk durumdaki bir k-
pun parcalari ve etrafa dagilmis tahil kalintilart arasinda ele gectigi yukarida belirtilmisti. Degerli
esyalarin tahil depolarinda saklandigina iliskin ¢ok ilging 6rneklere Erken Neolitik Cag’dan bas-
layarak rastlanmaktadir. Hacilar Biiylik Hoyiik ITC T yerlesmesini ceviren savunma sisteminin
onemli bir zenginligi ve buytk, seckin bir kenti korumak tizere bu denli giiclti insa edildigine
kusku yoktur. Benzer bir durum, Bademagaci ITC II yerlesmesinde goriilmektedir. S6z konu-
su yerlesmede depo binalarindan birinde ele gecen muhtr baskilt bir bulla ile ayni yapilarda
karsimiza cikan sayi tabletleri ve sira dist muhirlerle, maden esyalar yukarida soziinii ettigimiz
merkezi otoritenin egemenligi ve bu muhtrlerin kullanim alan: ile islevleri hakkinda fikir ve-
rebilir. Bu baglamda, kiiciik boyutlu ve yukarida deginildigi gibi, baski alaninda yalin desenler
bulunan siradan muhtrler giinlik yasamda, genelde kabul edildigi gibi miilkiyeti ifade etmek
tizere, Ornegin kap kapatmalarinda, bazi kutularin gtivenliginin saglanmasi ve depo odalarinin
kapilarinin mihtrlenmesi gibi ¢ok cesitli islerde kullanilmis olabilirdi. Burada tanitilan Hacilar
Buytuk Hoytik muhtrleri gibi iri boyutlu, baski alanindaki isaretler ve kompozisyon bakimindan
tinik ve az sayida 6rneklenen parcalarin ise sadece 6nemli yerlesmelerde, merkezi otoritenin
resmi islerinde kullanilmak tizere tretildigi akla gelmektedir.

Hacilar Buyik Hoytk’iin bu sira dist muhtrlerinin baski alanlarindaki desenlerin sadece
amblem, grafik sembol ya da dekoratif motifler oldugu soylenebilir mi? Bu muhtirlerde karsimi-
za ¢ikan kompozisyonlarin bilingli uygulamalar oldugu, “isaretlerin” ayn: mithtirde ya da baska
bir mihtirde de tekrarlanabildigi gortilmektedir. Toplumlarin yazi oncesi gecirdigi asamalar
¢ok net olarak aydinlatilmis degildir. Romanya’da bir Vin¢a yerlesmesi olan Tordos’'da keramik
tizerine c¢izilmis ya da Tartaria’da pismis toprak tabletler tizerinde saptanan semboller ya da
Hacilar Biiyiik Hoyiik TG I yerlesmesinden 1000 yil kadar erkene tarihlenen Gradeshnitsa plag:
ile Karanovo miihiirii son derece ilgi cekicidir ancak bunlarin logograph ve phonograph olma-
diklar1 genelde kabul gérmektedir. Inceledigimiz miihiirlerdeki isaretlerin anlamlart iizerinde
somut olmayan ve dogrulugu kanitlanamayacak oneriler yapmak istemiyoruz. Bu isaretlerden
(bk.: Tablo) bir tanesi ya da pekcogu eger bir kelime isareti ise, bunun ayni zamanda fonetik
bir degeri olmasi beklenir. H. Th. Bossert'in, “miihiir sahibi olan ama yaziy1 bilmeyen bir kiiltir
olamayacagina” iliskin gorisi aradan gecen yaklasik yarim ytizyil siire icinde yeni somut arke-
olojik buluntularla etkisini buytk ol¢tide yitirmistir. Ancak, yazi oncesi donemlere ait bazi sira
dist muhtrler ve icerdikleri isaretlerin, gelecekteki yazi sistemleri icin Onct islevi olup olmadigi
kanimizca tartisilmalidir.

Hacilar Biiyiik Hoytik ITC 1 yerlesmesinde, Anadolu’da o zamana kadar bilinmeyen mimarlik
tercihleri ve eskisinden farkli ¢canak ¢omlek gruplarinin ortaya ¢cikmasi, sira dist mihirler, yeni
bir etnik grubun bolgeye gelisi ya da daha ileri bir ifadeyle Luwi unsuru ile ac¢iklanabilir mi?
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