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Arapga ve Tiirkce'nin ortak bir miras1 vardir. Tiirkler, dini motivasyonlar ve islam’a
olan sevgileri nedeniyle Arap yazisiyla strekli ilgilenmeye 6zen gosterdiler ve bu
yazinin gelismesine cesitli sekillerde katkida bulundular. Tirkler, tarihte siyaset,
edebiyat, bilimsel calismalar ve hatta giinliik yazismalarinda bile Arap hattini
kullanmalarina ragmen kanaatimizce giiniimiizde Tiirkiye’deki egitim kurumlarinda
Arap yazis1 hak ettigi ilgiyi gorememektedir. Bu makalede, Tiirkiye'deki egitim
kurumlarinda, Arap¢a yaziminda bulunmasi gereken asgari gereklilikler tespit
edilmeye calisiimistir. Bu baglamda Arap¢a yazimi i¢in gerekli olan nitelik, nicelik,
yontem ve hedef belirlenmeye, ayrica Arapg¢a 6gretme ve 6grenmede karsilasilan temel
zorluklar ortaya konmaya ¢alisilmis ve bir takim ¢6ziim o6nerileri sunulmustur. Bu
calismada betimleyici tahlil yontemi kullanilmistir. Makalenin hedefi hiisn-i hatta
kullanilan kaligrafik yazi degil glinliik hayatta kullanilan diiz yazidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arapca, Arapca yazi, Yazi 6gretimi, Yazida yeterlilik, Tiirk 6grenci
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Adequacy of Arabic Calligraphy by Turkish Learners: A Methodological
Approach

Abstract

Both Arabic and Turkish languages have common heritage, namely the Arabic
calligraphy which is one of the Islamic arts, where the Turkish people have contributed
to developing and taking care of it. More specifically, the Turkish people have used the
Arabic calligraphy in history, politics, literature, sciences, and daily lives because of
both their religious motivation and love of Islam. However, the Arabic calligraphy has
not attracted the desired interest while teaching the Arabic language at the Turkish
educational institutions. Therefore, this study aims at addressing the adequacy of the
Arabic calligraphy demonstrating its significance in teaching the Arabic language and
acquiring it. Besides, this study aims at studying the goals of teaching the Arabic
calligraphy in Arabic language teaching process. A set of criteria was established to be
followed as guidelines in assessing and correcting the adequacy by the Turkish
students. Another aim was to explore the difficulties which are faced by the Turkish
students in learning the Arabic calligraphy. The study adopted the analytical descriptive
approach to focus on the aims of teaching the Arabic calligraphy as a functional manual
skill rather than studying it aesthetically and technically.

Keywords: Arabic language, Arabic calligraphy, Calligraphy teaching, Adequacy,
Turkish Learners

STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

Both Arabic and Turkish languages have shared heritage which has been founded by
the Islamic civilization and enhanced by the Ottoman Empire that had a prominent role
in protecting the nation’s identity and unity for several centuries. One of the
contributions presented by the Ottoman Empire was taking care of the Arabic
calligraphy art due to religious motivations to the extent that it was said that the Qur’an
was sent in Makka, read in Egypt, and written in Istanbul. Therefore, the Turkish
calligraphers are still occupying the first ranks in their artistic creativity. Undoubtedly,
calligraphy is extremely significant in language acquisition and learning since language
in one of its multi-facets is a writing system. The value and significance of the
calligraphy is also represented by the swearing of Almighty Allah of the ‘pen’ in the Holy
Qur’an and mentioning it when the Qur’an was initially sent to show its merits and
status. This clearly demonstrates the interest of Islam in knowledge and learning as well
as documenting as a source of knowledge and teaching. In addition, the prophet
Mohammad (peace be upon him) made teaching Muslim boys how to write redemption
of the polytheists at Badr Battle.

It is worth mentioning that a student often -if not always- attempts to document the
new vocabulary and what he learns. However, if the student's adequacy in the
calligraphy is not achieved, he will write the vocabulary and information using his
mother tongue, thereby forming a stumbling barrier in acquiring the target language
and a stepback in learning it. In addition, to the best knowledge of the researcher,
limited studies have addressed the analysis of the Arabic calligraphy due to two main
reasons. First, the adequacy of calligraphy overlaps with the adequacy of writing which
involves three main adequacies, namely transcription, dictation, and expression. A
second reason is the neglect of the calligraphy adequacy by teachers in the field of
teaching Arabic to speakers of other languages, considering it minor rather than major.
The main goal of the present study is to highlight the importance of the Arabic
calligraphy in the learning process of the Arabic language by speakers of other
languages in general and Turkish learners in particular. To achieve the main objective,
several sub-objectives emerged represented by the following:

- To highlight the goals of the Arabic calligraphy and its significance.

- To establish a list of criteria for measuring the achievement of adequacy in the Arabic
calligraphy.
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- To identify the challenges in learning the Arabic calligraphy.

- To present procedures and strategies for achieving adequacy in the Arabic
calligraphy.

The present study emphasized the significance of the Arabic calligraphy in teaching the
Arabic language and learning it by Turkish learners. The study also showed that
calligraphy adequacy of Arabic language is a main requirement to be met by the
learners. Further, the study demonstrated the objectives of this adequacy, its criteria
and challenges and revealed the procedures and strategies which could be adopted to
achieve this adequacy.

However, the present study is limited to the adequacy of the Arabic calligraphy rather
than other writing adequacies, such as transcription, dictation, and expression. Another
limitation is studying only the challenges of Arabic calligraphy faced by the Turkish
learners. The focus on only the Turkish learners is due to two main reasons. First, the
researcher has been teaching the Turkish learners for more than five years which has
provided him with practical experience of the challenges in the Arabic language
learning skills, particularly writing as well as presented him sufficient identifications of
the Turkish learners’ needs to achieve calligraphy adequacy. A second reason is the
similarity between the Arabic and the Ottoman letters which were used by the Turkish
language before the Republic time and has been a feature of the shared heritage by both
Arabs and Turks. This original feeling towards the importance of the Arabic calligraphy
and its status among the Turkish learners, when employed wisely, will contribute to
motivating the Turkish learners and enable them to learn the Arabic calligraphy as well
as acquire the technical skills prior to the functional ones.

Keywords: Arabic language, Arabic calligraphy, Calligraphy teaching, Adequacy,
Turkish Learners
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1 Velid Seyyid Haseneyn Muhammed, Fennii’l-hatti’l-Arabiy el-medresetii’l-Osmaniyye
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2 Ali bin Halef el-Katib, Mevdddii’l-beyan, thk. Hatim Salih ed-Damin (Dimegk: Daru’l
Besair, 2003), 316.

3 Abdulkadir Akul Rahime, el-Hattu'l-Arabiyyii mefhumuhu’t-tarihiyyii ve’l-cemeliyyu
(Amman: Daru’l Menahic, 2018), 35.

4 Ahmed el-Kalkasendi, Subhu’l-a’sa sindatii’l-insa (Kahire: Daru’l-kiitiibi’'l-Misriyye,

1914), 3/5.

5 Mensuratu vezarati’s-sekafeti :Sadik bin Hasan el-Kanveci, Ebcedii’l-ulumi (Dimeskve’l-
Jdrsadi’l-kavmiyyi, 1978), 1/251

6 Ahmed bin Hanbel, Miisnedii’l-imami Ahmed bin Hanbel (Beyrut: Miiessesetii'r-risale,
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Education an International Journal 22 /1 (2008), 34 - 47.

9 Jakhongir Shaturaev, “The Importance of Handwriting in Education” International
Journal of Advanced Research 7/12 (2019), 947 - 954.
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