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Abstract: This paper presents a review and analysis of the NATO
Language Proficiency Framework, known as STANAG 6001. This
framework was published for the first time in 1976, based on the
Interagency Language Roundtable, known as ILR. Since then, the
STANAG 6001 framework has gone through total and partial de-
velopment processes. The development process resulted in a num-
ber of language proficiency tests guided by the framework in 2009.
This subject is important for two main reasons, one related to the
framework itself, and the other related to this paper. The reason
related to the framework comes from its being an outcome of a
cooperation of a number of countries of different languages, thus,
it is an international framework, rather than a product of a spe-
cific country. It also became a reference for many of the Alliance
country members in the domains of language assessment, language
curriculum and program design. In addition, its audience is unique
- civilian and military - who are associated with the North Atlantic
Alliance operations. On the other hand, the framework develop-
ment process went through many phases since its inception until
the second version of the fifth Edition in 2016. This is something
of a benefit to Arab researchers interested in the idea of creating
an Arabic framework of reference and an international language
proficiency test. The other reason, which is related to the impor-
tance of this paper, is in it being one of the first works to present
STANAG 6001 in Arabic, where there is no information available
in Arabic about it, neither in general, nor on research websites.
Keywords: Framework, language proficiency, levels, scale,
NATO.
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Extended Abstract

This paper presents and analyses the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) Language Proficiency Framework, named “STANAG 6001”. As a
result of political and military activities among member states, the NATO
established the Bureau for International Language Co-ordination (BILC) with
the aim of supporting NATO's professional cooperation in the field of
language proficiency, language training, education and language tests.

In 1976, the NATO issued the first edition of the Language Proficiency
Framework (STANAG 6001) based on the Interagency Language Roundtable
scale, known as (ILR/FSI). STANAG 6001 was considered a common
framework for NATO countries to ensure a shared understanding of the
language proficiency among them. The second edition was issued in 2003. It
has amended the shortcomings in the first edition. The third edition issued in
2009. One of the most prominent changes in it was the addition of the "plus+"
levels to the main levels " for training or evaluation purposes ". The fourth
edition, issued in 2010, has added to the purposes of the plus levels: "recording
or reporting purposes ". The fifth edition, issued in 2014, has modified the
format and introductory pages, but the standards have not been amended. A
next version of this edition has been published in 2016, which avoided some
typos that were published in 2014. Also, the development process has
produced a set of language proficiency tests, guided by the framework's
standards of 2009.

STANAG 6001 main aim is to provide NATO forces with a list of
language proficiency levels descriptions.

Participating countries adopt these standards for language proficiency
levels for the purposes:

A) Define linguistic requirements when recruiting international staff.

B) Registration and preparation of reports, in international correspondence,
and in measurement of language proficiency.

C) Comparing national standards through a unified list.
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The STANAG 6001 scale consists of six levels, starting with zero and
ending with five, advancing from the least proficient to the highest proficient,
as follows:

No proficiency, Survival, Functional, Professional, Expert and Highly-
articulate native

The STANAG 6001 introduces the language levels descriptors categorized
into two lists:

The first list: the main levels are subdivided by skills (reading
comprehension, writing, listening comprehension and speaking).

The second list: describes the sub-levels (plus +).

We notice here that this categorization is similar to the categorization of
the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, in its adoption
of categorization based on skills, which differs from the ILR categorization
which includes skill, translation and cultural communication, and differs from
the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) that
categorizes descriptors based on language competencies, communicative
activities, and communicative strategies.

This topic is important for two main reasons: the first is specific to the
framework itself, and the second is specific to this paper. Concerning the
framework, its importance stems from the fact that the STANAG 6001
framework is the result of the cooperation of a number of countries with
different languages, that is, it is an international framework and not a specific
country’s product. Added to that, its very special audience - civilians and
military personnel - who are associated with the NATO operations. On the
other hand, its development process has gone through many stages, and Arab
researchers can benefit from it in several aspects:

1. First, the experience of building an institution that deals with
linguistic coordination among several multilingual countries.

2. Second, taking advantage of the available frameworks, as
when STANAG 6001 has benefited from the ILR Round Table
Framework for a while.
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3. Third, by experimenting with the available frameworks, spots of
distinction can be found in them. This will help us to reach the features
and peculiarities of the desired Arabic reference framework.

4. Fourth, studying the nature of the updates on each "edition" of
the STANAG 6001. This will allow us to take advantage of studying
the shortcomings to avoid them when building the Arabic framework.

5. Fifth, to study the nature of each stage of the project itself, in order to
benefit from it.

The second reason of the importance of this paper is in it being one of the
first works to present STANAG 6001 in Arabic, where there is no information
available in Arabic about it, neither in general, nor on academic search

engines.
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2 Martha Herzog, An overview of the history of the ILR Language proficiency skill level
descriptions and scale. Interagency Language Roundtable.
http://www.govtilr.org/Skills/IRL%20Scale%20History.htm (Retrieved: 15 October 2019).
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book, New York: Routledge, 2007, p. 36.
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SNATO, “WHAT IS NATO?”, https://www.nato.int/nato-welcome/index.html
(Retrieved: 30 April 2020).

¢ Bureau for international language Co-ordination.
7BLIC, “About us”, https://www.natobilc.org/en/info/about-us/ (Retrieved: 15 October
2019).
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Military”, International conference KNOWLEDGE-BASED ORGANIZATION, Vol. 24. No.
2. Sciendo, 2018, p. 354.
13 Dubeau, “Are we all on the same page? An exploratory study of OPI ratings across NATO
countries using the NATO STANAG 6001 Scale”, pp. 7-8; Marioara Patesan and Dana Zechia,
“Foreign Language Education in the Military”, International conference KNOWLEDGE-
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BASED ORGANIZATION, Vol. 24. No. 2. Sciendo, 2018, pp. 353, 354; Ray Clifford, 50 Years
of BILC: The Evolution of STANAG 6001 1976 — 2016 and the first Benchmark Advisory Test,
(2016),https://www.natobilc.org/documents/Conferences/2016/day%202/STANAG%206001
%20&%20BAT,%20Clifford.pptx (Retrieved: 15 October 2019).

4 NATO, Nato StandardATrain p-5 Language Proficiency Levels, ed a, v2., Nato
Standardization Office NSO, 2016, p. 1-1.

15 BLIC, “Stanag-6001”, https://www.natobilc.org/en/products/stanag-

60011142 _stanag-6001/ (Retrieved: 15 October 2019).
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