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Abstract: This research is an observation of the relationships be-
tween Al-Andalus and Anatolia or Constantinople at the beginning
of the Ottoman Empire and the fall of Granada, and studying one
of the most important effects which is the emigration of the ben-
Daoud el-Balawi family to Galata, one of the famous cities in Istan-
bul. The Islamic civilization in general, and Andalusia in particular,
witnessed the birth of groups of people or certain families who in-
herited knowledge, prestige, grace and brilliance from the Islam-
ic conquest till the fall of Granada and even after it; Ibn Khaldun
was among those who observed and considered this phenomenon;
Where he used this term in different places from his introduction,
especially when talking about his structural style related to power
and ethnicity, he also introduces us to the origins of these families,
their foundations, factors of their formation, and their extinction.
Enlightened families emerged in the Kingdom of Granada and they
contributed to intellectual, social and political life, and these fam-
ilies emerged due to many factors that can be summarized in pro-
portions, interest in science, wealth, prestige and cleverness, in ad-
dition to the transmission of the bond between the sons and fathers
with keeping the name of the founder of the house. These families
faded and disappeared until they vanished, either because of in-
ternal political circumstances such as conspiracies and intrigues or
because of external circumstances such as wars with the Spaniards
where members of these families were killed or migrated such as
Bani Sayyid al-Nas and Bani Dawood, the subject of our study.
Keywords: Granada, Istanbul, Andalusian families, banu-Daoud
family.
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Extended Abstract

The issue of Andalusian immigration has attracted the attention of thinkers
and scholars of different disciplines and tendencies of knowledge. If this
phenomenon has been used by historians to identify the various factors of
transmission, studies have scarcely shown the results of this migration and the
contributions of Andalusians, individuals and families in the diaspora.

On the one hand, the immigrants faced difficulties on the road of their trip,
which may be short towards the countries of Maghreb, or long towards the
countries of the "4/-Hijaz" "Al-'Irdq", "Al-Sam", and "Anatolia". On the other
hand, manifestation of this demographic movement is the displacement of
Andalusians from it, on the basis of their different social and cultural levels.
For example, most famous brilliant enlightened families migrated to different
destinations in the Maghreb and to the Islamic orient.

Kingdom of Granada witnessed the emergence of families whose sons
inherited knowledge, virtue and prestige. Ibn Khaldun was one of the famous
thinkers who mentioned this phenomenon, as he used this term " families —
boyoutat " in different pages in his book "Al mukadimma - The introduction."

These enlightened families contributed to the Andalusian intellectual,
social and political life during the reign of Granada. Perhaps its foundation did
not come out of nowhere, but rather came together with a number of
influencing factors. However, it was characterized by the decline and
disappearance, since we did not find any impact on them later, as this was
affected by political, security, economic, environmental and social conditions.

Conspiracies, battles, taxation, disappearance of feudalism, famines, and
epidemics that rocked Al-andalus led to the death of many scholars. This is
possibly the most important wave which created the sweeping epidemic « the
black death » in 749 -750 H/ 1349-1350.

Most of these families preferred immigration, which led to their
continuation and preservation of its existence and scientific output outside
Andalusia. It was an extension of its predecessors; perhaps one of the most
prominent examples was the family of Banu Khaldun whose members
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continued scientific endeavor in the centers of thought, in Maghreb countries
(Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco).

The destination of Anatolia was a center of attraction for many families of
which we know little. Therefore, the main aim of this paper is to search the
features determining the phenomenon of Andalusian migrating or displacing
families that occured prior to the fall of the Kingdom of Granada to Anatolia;
wherein we mean the family of Bani Al-Balawi.

Moral durations, religious solidarity, political aid as well as strategic
motives, in addition to intellectual superiority and economic expertise are
factors which created the affinity between the Ottoman Turks and Andalusians
and urged the Andalusians and the Moriscos to choose Anatolia as a migratory
trend.

We thought to highlight the features of this phenomenon and examples of
one of the families and its scholars that migrated between these two distant
countries, without specifying the geo-historical framework of the Kingdom of
Granada or Anatolia.

Therefore, we opted to search the immigrant Granada families towards this
Islamic stance that is far from them at that time, so it is worth noting that
previous studies dealt with the issue of Andalusian and Moriscos immigration
towards Anatolia countries. This generally enlighted the issue with a focus on
political aspects without emphasising on the names of migrant families and
their civilizational achievements in the new countries.

The origin of this family was from the city of Qadix, northeast of Granada.
It consisted of Father Abi Al-Hassan Ali, Ibn Abi Jaafar Ahmad and two other
brothers Muhammad and Abu Al-Qasim.

This scientific family moved to Granada, but migrated from it due to the
battles with the Aragonish and Castillans, so it crossed the sea and settled in
Tlemcen before it traveled to Istanbul in 890h/1485; wherefrom the reputation
of Abu Ja'far Ahmad ibn Daoud al-Balawi became famous.

Al-Balawi spent a portion of his life in Granada, and other parts in the
Maghreb and the Levant, especially in Anatolia. He gained his religious and
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literary sciences as well as scientific education thanks to his contemporary
scholars of his country, but in return he focused on authorship after his
emigration and stay in Istanbul.

We do not know a lot about the production of this family and the famous
scholar Abu Ja'far in Galata in Istanbul, but we know his capacity in teaching
Arabic, Jurisprudence, and writing books like biographies of his teachers
named "Al thubt".
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