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Sehristani’de Dinlerin Tasnifinin Degerlendirilmesi

Dinlerin ve mezheplerin tasnifine odaklanan firak literatiirii arasinda Sehristani’nin
el-Milel ve’n-Nihdl’i hem dinleri hem mezhepleri ele almasi bakimindan ayri bir
Oneme sahiptir. Mezkir eserini bilimsel tarzda ve objektif bir sekilde kaleme almasi,
onun onceligini ve dzelligini olugturmaktadir. “Diyanet ehli olanlar”1 Miisliimanlar,
Yahudiler ve Hiristiyanlardan olusan {iglii tasnife tabi tutan Sehristdni “din, millet,
minhac, siinnet ve cemaat” gibi kavramlar esliginde ad1 gecen dinlerin mezheplerini
ayrintili bir tasnife tabi tutmaktadir. Sehristani, eserinin “Ehlii’l-ehvai ve’n-nihal”
boliimiinde ilgili gruplar hakkinda bilgi verdikten sonra, filozoflar, Sabiilik, Islam
oncesi Araplarda ilah tasavvurlari ve Hint dinleri tizerinde durmaktadir. Bu makalede
Ozellikle dinleri tasnifi sirasinda Sehristani’nin kullandigi istilahlar ve olgiiler
incelenirken aslinda onun fikri arka planma ilisgkin yorumda bulunma imkéani
aranacaktir. Bu hususta “Nihayet’ilikdam fi ilmi’l kalam* adli diger kitabindan da
faydalamlacaktir. Daha da Onemlisi, dinleri tasnif ederken belirledigi kriterler
kapsaminda onun felsefeyi de bu alan1 da ele alarak dini gruplarla felsefi gruplar
arasinda kurdugu irtibata dikkat cekilecektir. Neticede sozii edilen durumdan
hareketle Sehristani’nin tavrinin degerlendirmesi yapilacaktir.

Anahtar kavramlar: Kelam, Dinler Tarihi, Sehristani, Milel-Nihal, Dini Gruplar,

Felsefi Gruplar.

Abstract

Classification of Religions by Al Shahristani an Analytical Study

This research paper presents the method used by Muhammad bin Abdul Karim Al-
Shahristani to categorize religions through his book “Al-Milal wa al-Nihal”, refering
to the terminological indications that he used. Al-Shahristani used the terms Al-Milal

wa al-Nihal to refer to specific meanings, and set a standard by which he differentiates
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between Al-Milal wa al-Nihal, which is the presence of a book that is inspired. The
research paper concludes that the existence of the book was not the true criterion for
classification, but rather it is a hierarchical factor within the classification, for the true
standard of the methodology of Shahrastani, which indicates the intellectual
background of Al-Shahristani who used the methodology while classifying religions
is the attitude towards the prophecy and the existence of the book inspired by The
only God. Therefore, we presented his position related to monotheism and prophecy,
and hence this research paper is trying to explain the Shahristani inclusion of
philosophers in his rankings as if they were from the religious groups. The study
concluded by criticizing classification of Shahristani, such as its dependence on “Al
Ifteraq” hadith, which resulted in some problems. Based upon that, this study is
limited to the question of classification that Al-Shahristani used in his book “Al-Milal
wa al-Nihal” excluding other topics and issues that he presented in this book,
considering that we benefited from his book ‘“Nihayat Al-Eqdam Fi llm Al-Kalam”
especially when we searched for the intellectual background that influenced his
classification of religions.

Key words: Al-Shahristani, Classification of Religions, History of religions, Al-Milal

wa al-Nihal.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
CLASSIFICATION OF RELIGIONS BY AL SHAHRISTANI
AN ANALYTICAL STUDY

Classification of religions is an important effort since it means
that the person who made this classification had a knowledge of the
essence of religious beliefs, manifestations and laws, which enabled
him to observe the commonality between religious ideas. He placed
them in formats that fit within religious groups. This research paper
highlights the classification that the Muhammad bin Abdul Karim Al-
Shabhristani followed. Al-Shahristani, who was a religions historian, is
one of the Muslim prominent figures of the Ash'ari school. He received
as well the attention of Western scholars.

In 1842, William Cureton published Al-Shahristani’s “Al-Milal
wa al-Nihal” book. This book remained for a long time the only
available source for scholars interested in the history of speech science,
while other sources were released in later stages. In The Story of
Civilization, Will Durant mentioned Al-Shahristani, saying:
“Muhammad Al-Shahristani analyzed in his book “Al-Milal wa al-
Nihal” the world's religions and philosophies, and summarized their
dates, and it was not possible for any of the Christians at that time to
write a book similar to Al-Shahristani’s in its richness of material and
honesty”. The British Orientalist Alfred Geum Alfred Guillaume edited
Al-Shahristani’s “Nihayat Al-Eqdam Fi llm Al-Kalam”.

In this research paper, | clarify the terminology of Al
Shahrastani through highlighting the meanings of religions,
denominations, and beliefs, in addition to the indication of each of

them. Some scholars use the same terminology, but do not adhere to Al-
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Shahrastani’s methodology in the indications. When we present the
classification of Al-Shahrastani, we refer to his knowledge of some
geographical and ethnic classifications but he didnot use them, but he
classified people of religions in two groups; the first group consists of
the people of religions and denominations, and the second team covers
the people of passions. This research paper shows that the standard that
Shahristani used to differentiate between the two groups is the standard
of prophecy, holy book and Sharia. Whoever believes in the prophecy
and had a book or a suspension of book, and then he/she belongs to the
group of religions. Moreover, whoever denies the prophecy, and does
not have a book, or his/her law was not heavenly, then he/she belongs
to the group of passions. The second groups dispense with what they
have of falsehood, tyrannize it, and do not benefit from what the
prophets brought from the truth.

After that, | have discussed the intellectual basis of Al-
Shahrastani classification. This basis combines the concepts of
monotheism and prophecy. Prophet is the messenger of the one God.
He transmits revelation and the law that God wants, and we note here
that Al-Shahrastani addresses the issue of monotheism using the way of
Ash'ari school. With reference to the prophethood, Al-Shahrastani
affirms that denial of prophecy is something that is not true. He
mentioned that even those who denied the human prophecy, talked
about spiritual mediators who transfer the message from God in the
shape of humans without a book. Mediators command them with things,
forbade them from things, and enact them with the laws as is the case
with the followers of Indian religions. Here, Al-Shahristani confirms

that the correct concept of prophecy is through God’s choice of the
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Prophet, as is not acquired. He means that revelation descends from
God to the Prophet to transfer it to people, and is not progressive, so
only prophet can contact God and bring revelation, and others cannot
do that.

One more issue | discussed here is the inclusion of philosophers
in Al-Shahristani classification. He considered them as if they belong
to religious groups, and | have indicated that this is due to their position
towards religious issues. Al-Shahristani debated with philosophers and
authored a book titled “Masare’a Al Falasifa”. We can find that Al-
Shabhristani differentiates between two types of philosophers, the first
section are those who believe in divine revelation, and considered with
people of religions. The second section of philosophers dispense with
their minds about the guidance of revelation, and those are considered
with the people of passions.

I concluded this study by criticizing Al-Shahristani’s
classification, since he relied on a Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in which Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, talks about the separation of people's
religions, but Al-Shahristani relied on a text for this hadith that is
incorrect. Because of that, Al-Shahristani considered Maji as a group in
the same line of Abraham religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam)
which are the only three religions that are mentioned in the Hadith. The
other thing is that Al-Shahristani was keen to enumerate the divisions
that appeared in Islam, as if he completely closes the door in the face of
the emergence of any new religious sects, and the reality says that it is
possible to emerge from other divisions other than the one he talked

about. One last point, | criticized his claim that the Prophet Abraham,
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peace be upon him, received papers that were the same revelation that
was revealed to the Magi, and Al-Shahrastani does not mention his
evidence on this claim. Then he says that these papers were raised from
the hands of the Magi because of their actions, and again he does not
mention how these papers were raised.

These were the most important ideas that | tried to present and
discuss in this research paper.
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