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Abstract

The study aims to analyse the scientific academic background of the concept of ‘values
education’ which has nearly twenty years historical background in Turkey. In this
context, 957 articles completed by the end of 2017 regarding values education were
examined. The articles in the research have been examined by considering variables
such as publishing performance in terms of year, institution, department; distribution
by method and related components, and according to the topics discussed; theory,
approach, and models used in creating scientific background. The research is
structured in descriptive document scanning model. Both qualitative and quantitative
methods were used in data analysis. Examination forms developed by the researchers
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were used to analyse the articles. As a result of the examinations, it is carried out that
the highest number of articles (113) was reached in 2015; while most of the articles
(70.7%) are written by researchers working in the field of education, researchers from
the fields of theology (11.6%), science-literature (6.1%) and other fields (4.5%) have
also contributed extensively to the articles; the rate of articles scanned in high-level
indexes (SSCI, SCI and AHCI) and articles in foreign languages was low; the studies
which samples are from primary and higher education are more intense; the most
addressed issues were the value preferences, and attitudes and evaluations regarding
the values education; in 22.7% of the articles, a clear, understandable and
independently followed and repeatable method was not specified; while the
explanation of academic contribution of the article was found to be incompatible with
the subject, problem and method, and scientifically problematic in 4.2% of the articles,
no explanation about the academic contribution was specified in half of the articles.

Keywords: Values education studies, Values education in academy, Values education
in Turkey, Monitoring values Education

TURKIYE’DE YAYINLANAN DEGERLER EGiTiMi MAKALELERININ NiTELiGi UZERINE
BiBLIYOGRAFiK BiR ARASTIRMA

Oz

Bu makale Turkiye’de yaklasik otuz yillik bir tarihi gecmise sahip “degerler egitimi”
olgusu (lizerine yazilmis makalelerin bilimsel-akademik arkaplanini analiz etmeyi
amaglamaktadir. Bu baglamda 2017 yili sonuna kadar tamamlanan degerler egiitmi ile
ilgili toplam 957 makale incelenmistir. Makaleler yil, kurum, akademik disipline ait yayin
performansi; kullanilan yontem ile ilgili hususlar, makalede incelenen konular ve
bilimsel arkaplani yapilandirmak igin basvurulan teoriler, yaklasimlar ve modeller gibi
degiskenlere gore analiz edilmistir. Calisma betimsel dokiiman incelemesi modelinde
yapilandirilmigtir. Veri analizinde hem nitel hem de nicel yontemler kullaniimistir.
incelemede arastirmacilar tarafindan gelistirilmis form kullanilmistir. Arastirma
sonucunda, en yliksek makale yayin dizeyine 113 makale ile 2015 yilinda ulasildig
makalelerin ¢ok blytk kisminin (%70,7) egitim alaninda ¢alisan akademisyenler
tarafindan yazildigi, ilahiyatgilar (%11,6), fen-edebiyat (%6,1) ve diger alanlarin (4,5)
makalelere yogun olarak katki verdigi anlasiimaktadir. Ust diizey indekslerde (SSCI-SCI-
AHCI) taranan dergilerde yayinlanan ve yabanci dilde yayinlanan makalelerin orani
oldukga disuk, ikogretim ve Universiteyi 6rneklem alan g¢alismalar oldukga yogundur.
En sik ele alanan konular deger tercihleri ve deger egitimine iliskin tutum ve
degerlendirmelerdir. Makalelerin %22,7’sinde agik ve bagimsiz olarak tekrarlanabilir bir
bilimsel yontem agiklamasi yapilmamis, makalelerin %4,2’sinde arastimanin 6zgiin
degeri agiklanirken arastirma konusu, problem ve yontemi ile 6rtismeyen agiklamalara
yer verilmis, makalelerin yarisinda ise 6zgiin deger hig belirlenmemistir.
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Anahtar Kavramlar: Degerler egitimi arastirmalari, Akademide degerler egitimi,
Tirkiye'de degerler egitimi, Degerler egitimi calismalarini izleme

Introduction

In Turkey, values education which is one of the most studied topics in recent years has
been anissue in the academy about 30 years ago (See Meydan, 2018). Hundreds of articles
have been studied in different academic fields about values and values education and
related topics. The main goal of this article is to review these studies, contributed by
thousands of academicians and researchers from different backgrounds, in a holistic
perspective. As a researcher working in the field of values education, it is possible to
propose a number of indicators suggesting a need for self-criticism to all conducted
studies.

A literature review will be sufficient to recognize the limitations of many articles. The main
themes of the studies are the examination of values education in connection with the
curriculum, the opinions of the stakeholders, and determination of the context of values
in literary texts. As there are many repetitive studies among studies conducted with
different data collection and analysis methods having educational, historical, religious,
sociological, psychological and cultural perspectives, there are also various studies with
original subject, method and approach (See Meydan, 2018). However, it is understood
that there is a need for a perspective that will enable to reach the results obtained by
evaluating the broad academic experience in a holistic way.

Analysing the academic knowledge produced in the field of values education in terms of
research topics, methods, conclusions and recommendations, the issues that need to be
studied, and scientific and ethical problems will provide an important resource for
creating a holistic value education policy. Similar studies have been carried out in Turkey
with limited sample and focused on technical subjects such as research methods, data
collection techniques and the department where the studies are conducted. In these
studies, articles in the field of values education have been examined in a way to produce
results related to the quantity of the studies rather than the quality of the research
processes and the information produced (Bas & Beyhan, 2012; Adiglizel & Ergliney, 2014;
Levent & Kinik, 2017; Beldag, 2016; Diindar & Hareket, 2016).

As in all fields of education, policy, strategy and method development studies in the field
of values education cannot be carried out independently from scientific discussions on
values and education. Although none of the scientific studies dealing with the different
dimensions of reality in various ways can tell us the absolute truth alone, it provides some
conclusions about reality. Studies that combine these results and different perspectives
and findings are more likely to develop a policy of values education that will attain
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common sense. With these conclusions and studies, developing a values education policy
that will reach social common sense is much more possible. In this sense, the article aims
to provide a holistic perspective to attain the scientific knowledge by using academic
experience about values in Turkey on education policy and research.

1. Aim of Research

The aim of the research is ‘to examine the academic studies on values education from the
first one until 2018 in Turkey in terms of their potential to contribute to the development
of values education theories and processes and to evaluate their weaknesses and
strengths’. The following research questions were investigated in the study which consists
of qualitative and quantitative evaluations of academic studies:

a) How are the distribution and variation of the articles performance in values
education in terms of period, indexes and academic disciplines?

b) How is the distribution of the topics handled in articles of values education?

c) How is the efficiency of values education articles in terms of problem-based
scientific research design and method?

2. Method

The research is structured in descriptive survey model. The research is structured in
descriptive document scanning model. Both qualitative and quantitative methods were
used in data analysis. Document analysis from qualitative research methods and
descriptive statistics such as frequencies and percentage from quantitative methods were
used in analysing the data.

2.1. Data Sources and Study Group

The studies on values education which are conducted by scholars from Turkey were
examined in this study. A three-step process was followed in determining the publications
to be examined. In the first stage, the databases were browsed with pre-determined
keywords. In the second stage, studies reached as a result of browsing and not majorly
related to values education were eliminated by examining the titles, abstracts and
keywords. In the third stage, among the articles of which entire texts were read, those
which could not be linked to values education within the framework of the objectives of
our research were eliminated.

Browsing of the databases and finding the articles (the first two stages) were completed
during February, March, April and May (2018). The articles were determined by browsing
the databases of DergiPark, ISAM, Sobiad, ASOS, TEI, Arastirmax, ERIC, Jstore, ProQuest,
InformaWorld, DOAJ, EBSCOHost, Google Scholar, Index Islamicus, Index Copernicus, Web
of Science, and ISI. While browsing in Turkish, the keywords used were ‘deger’ (value),
‘degerler’ (values), ‘degerler egitimi’ (values education), ‘deger egitimi’ (value education),
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‘karakter’ (character), and ‘karakter egitimi’ (character education). After examining the
articles based on their titles, abstracts and keywords, those which repeated or were not
related to values education were eliminated, and the remaining 1042 articles were
examined mainly. Since 85 more articles were eliminated during the main examination for
not being related to values education, a total of 957 articles were the subject of
examination. While browsing in English, the words ‘value education’ OR ‘values education’
OR ‘character education’ OR ‘moral education’” AND ‘Turkey’ OR ‘Turkish” were used for
scanning, and 306 articles were accessed in the first browsing. 211 articles determined to
be not related to values education in the preliminary evaluation in accordance with the
research criteria were eliminated, and the remaining 95 articles were reserved for
detailed examination. As four other articles that could not be associated with values
education were eliminated during the detailed examination, a total of 91 articles were
subjected to examination.

Some basic criteria were taken into account in order to see if the article to be examined
is related to values education within the objectives of the research. The first criterion was
that the title, abstract or keywords of the article mentioned the words value, values,
character, values education or character education. Despite including these words in the
title, abstract or keywords, the articles that did not have their focus on values or values
education apart from some indirect mentions were not included in the research.
Additional criteria such as the article’s relation with affective education and whether the
sampling was one of the education stakeholders or not were also applied.

In addition to the points mentioned above, the data sources of the research are limited
to the framework given below:

a) The articles used as data sources in the research are those whose full texts
researchers were able to access. No article was examined based on its abstract.

b) The research is limited to the studies conducted between 1989, when the earliest
academic publication as a dissertation was done by Aydemir (1989), and the end
of the year 2017 based on the database browsing with the keywords determined
according to the project aim.

c) Articles published only in Turkish or English were examined.

2.2. Data Collection Instrument

Examination forms developed by the researchers were used to examine the articles. The
examination form was prepared in Microsoft Excel program, and both the numeric
expressions about the codes and inferences and explanations enabling descriptive
analysis were entered in this form. The formation of the form was completed in a process.
By reviewing similar domestic and foreign studies in the literature, potential examination
points, themes, categories, codes and criteria were determined. Among the similar
studies, the study which was taken into account the most in the preparation of the form
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was ‘Moral Education Trends over 40 Years: A Content Analysis of the Journal of Moral
Education (1971-2011)’ by Lee and Taylor (2013). A draft form was created and assessed
with the participation of all researchers. Assessment criteria, codes, categories and
themes were discussed in the meetings; what the codes meant and how much and in what
form they could be included in the article were exemplified. The articles were examined
first by each researcher separately and then by combining the results. The points that
were not marked with the consensus of all the researchers were discussed based on the
article text, and a consensus was built. The themes, codes and categories included in the
data collection tool were determined by an understanding that would provide results
suitable for research purposes with the scientific terminology.

2.3. Data Collection Process

Data collection process of the project took place between May 2018 and November 2018.
The examination process was conducted as independent parallel examination. Each
article was examined by at least two researchers. Both the researchers’ forms were
matched and the points that showed discrepancy were re-examined by being opened to
discussion or by consulting the opinion of a third researcher when necessary, and then
the last marking was completed. In order to communicate regarding the points that
resulted in hesitations in the examination process, an online platform was created, and
discussions were held through this platform.

Other principles followed by the research team during the examination of the articles are
as follows:

a) If there was a case that the author indicated regarding the examination points, it
was accepted as it was. If not, the researcher tried to make inferences from the
hints.

b) In evaluations related to value education approaches, development approaches
and learning-teaching models and methods, whether the approach was clearly
applied in the article’s content was taken into account. For instance, if it was
possible to identify according to which approach the applied values education
activities were prepared in an experimental article, this was taken as a criterion
for the point in question.

c) Considering the possibility of tending to make superficial examination with the
convenience of having many options, agreeing on a single and common point as
much as possible was encouraged. However, for the cases in which reflecting the
essence of the text was thought to be difficult, the option of multiple marking or
using the other option and entering data manually were used unhesitatingly.

2.4. Validity and Reliability
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Conducting the research as transparent and clear as possible, taking precautions that
would decrease the effects of subjective evaluations on the result, correct choice of data
sources and the confirmation of internal and external consistency of analyses are among
the factors that strengthen the validity and reliability of qualitative researches. The
following strategies were followed to ensure the validity and reliability of the research:

a) Long-term depth-focused interaction with the data sources: Full texts of the
articles were thoroughly read and the data obtained were recorded. In order to
confirm the accuracy of coding and inferences, different parts of the article were
read comparatively and multiple times when necessary. Where the necessary
inferences were drawn was marked on the article, and in cases that the researcher
was not sure, other group members were consulted for further assessment.

b) Independent parallel examination: All articles were independently reviewed and
coded by at least two researchers, and it is seen that the agreed rate of coding was
quite high. As a result of the pairing, reliability coefficient for qualitative research
of Miles and Huberman (1994) was calculated. The coefficient which indicates the
reliability of the study when it is above 0.80 was calculated as 0.88 for this study.
Online or face-to-face interviews were conducted on differentiating coding.

¢) Detailed and data-based description: The data obtained in the research were
written in a detailed way on the examination form and coded. Data analysis and
drawing themes from the qualitative data processes adhered to the raw data. To
ensure reliability in this respect, direct references to the texts were made when
necessary.

d) Archiving the documents of the research process: In order to increase the
verifiability of the reliability of study, raw data obtained within the research, tables
created in the analysis stage, classifications, results obtained, notes taken are
stored for the purpose of being examined when necessary.

3. Findings

3.1. Values Education Article Publication Performance

Table 1. Article Frequency by Years

100 . 84
30 64
60 48 >3
g 36
40
0 2 2 2 1 9719 IS %, P Iz,s 9 16,7 I5,5 14 403 1.4 A18 [gg 0,3
0 - - I = |
©

W Frequency Percentage
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According to the scanning conducted in line with the research criteria, a total of 957
articles were published between the 1997 and 2017. In terms of quantitative
development, 2005 and 2012 are seen to be the threshold jump periods. Most
publications are made between 2012 and 2015. After the year 2015 which is the peak
period of publications, there has been a partial decrease which has been followed by
relatively fewer article publications. Whether the decrease after 2015 is temporary oris a
permanent case as a result of reaching satisfaction in values education will be revealed in
time.

Our examinations show that 29.4% (281 articles) of 957 articles have been published
previously as thesis or paper. 8% of the articles are scanned in SSCI, SCl and AHCI indexes
which are accepted as top level indexes. The rate of articles scanned by at least one of the
other international indexes is 66%. 25.9% of the articles are in national indexes or
databases. 90% of the articles are in Turkish, and 9.5% were published in English.

The author of 70.7% of the articles, the first author in articles with multiple authors, is an
academic or researcher in the field of education. The contribution of researchers working
in theology to value education articles is 11.6%; sciences and humanities 6.1%; economics
and administrative sciences are 4.5%. 21 of the studies were published by researchers
working in the field of medicine and health sciences, 11 in arts, and 9 in sports. 27 of the
articles have been published by researchers working in the fields of engineering,
communication, security, humanities and social sciences, tourism, computers,
informatics, agriculture etc.

3.2. Articles in terms of their Methods

Table 2. Method of the Articles

400
350
300
250
200
150 112

339

189 188

M Frequency M Percentage
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Quantitative method was used the most in the articles (35.4%). The rate of qualitative
researches trying to understand ethno-cultural phenomena through techniques such as
observation and interviewing was 19.7%. The rate of content analysis studies defined by
the researchers under the qualitative research model, but mostly aimed at determining
the values in a story or novel text, is 19.6%. 11.7% of the articles consist of theoretical
researches aimed at revealing the importance of a certain subject and concept or
compiling and gathering information from different sources within the framework of a
certain argument. The rate of literature revealing the perspectives of the works from a
certain period, person or thought regarding the values and their education is 5.2%.

The point that is important in terms of giving an idea about the quality of value education
research is the lack of mixed, experimental and theorization research which provides
access to more holistic information as a result of long-term research processes. The ratio
of mixed studies among all articles is 4.5% (43 articles). This includes researches that are
often not evaluated among mixed research models! and are based on one of the
qualitative and quantitative data in a single-layered process and uses the other as an
auxiliary data source to support it. Therefore, it is seen that the proportion of the studies
with real mixed designs is less. The frequency of using experimental methods which are
important for methods, techniques and material development processes in value
education is 2.6% (25 articles); while theorization studies that provide comprehensive
models remain in 0.2% (2 articles).

3.3. Academic Contributions of the Articles

The importance or academic contribution in scientific research is the expression of the
difference from the research done before it, to which problem or deficiency it will bring a
solution and what kind of solution this will be, and what contributions it will make to the
related fields conceptually, theoretically or methodologically, based on the literature
evaluation. It refers to the contribution that is intended to be made for the identification,
definition and elimination of a deficiency or problem. At the beginning of the study, the
researcher should define the theoretical and conceptual framework of the topic and
identify the deficiency or problem with a critical evaluation of the literature and ultimately
express the contribution of their research in a succinct way.

1 For detailed information about mixed design, see Baki, A. & Gokegek, T. 2012. “Karma Yontem

Arastirmalarina Genel Bir Bakis.” Elektronik Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 11(42), ss.01-21.
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Table 3. Articles in terms of identification of the original contribution

No connection between the topic of the study and
what is included in its significance

Social change or need /Need for values and their
education

Meeting the needs of institutions such as the Ministry
of Education (production of the needed information)

Being useful to the field's shareholders (Teachers,
students, families...)

The gap in the literature (that it was not studied
before)

Significance or original contribution is not mentioned in

the study 411

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450

M Percentage M Frequency

It was determined that 42.9% of the articles did not contain an original value description.
In 23.4% of the articles, the original value is defined as the gap in the literature, the
contribution to the literature, or the fact that the topic has not been studied before. The
production of important information for value education shareholders such as family,
teacher and student is specified as the original value in 143 (14.9%) articles. The
information needed by the Ministry of Education and other institutions where value
education studies are carried out has been shown as the original contribution in 7.9% of
the studies, and that the social change and transformation has increased the need for
studies in the field of values and education was identified as the original value for 6.9% of
the articles. In 37 (3.9%) articles, no correlation was found between what was written as
the original value of the article and the subject matter of the article.

3.4. Contents of Articles

374 Table 4. Values Education Level Studied in the Articles

W Frequency M Percentage
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In the articles, the areas where the education of values and the levels of work are intense
and the need for research is high are examined. According to the data, values and their
education were generally handled in 374 articles without any level determination.
Secondary education level of primary education (middle school) was the most studied
education level with 205 articles, while general higher education was the second with 172
articles. Values and their education were examined in 91 articles in the first level of
primary education (primary school), while general secondary education was the subject
of 56 articles.

33 articles for preschool education and only 9 articles on values and their education in the
family have been written, the sum of both being less than 5% of all articles. However, the
periods and environments in which affective gains can be best achieved are family and
preschool education environments. The total number of articles on the issues related to
values and their education in religious education environments was five. Another area
that has been surprisingly under-studied is vocational secondary education. Only one
article about values education in vocational schools has been published.

One of the most striking results in the data is frequency of studying values and their
education in higher education. Values and their education in higher education were
studied in 18% of the articles. Most of these articles are aimed at determining the value
preferences of the students of higher education - especially education faculty. Although
this is explained by the easily accessible sampling and the importance of value preferences
of prospective teachers in articles, the fact that one of every five articles is in this field is
a negative situation regarding the perception of work-quality in scientific research.

3.5. Key Topics Discussed in Values Education Articles

Table 5. Key Topics Discussed

Primary Secondary

Topi Topi General
Topics opic opic

F % F % F %

Value preferences/Attitudes and Perceptions Regarding Values
1 ) ) 309 [323 |80 25,9 389 | 30,73
and their Education

Course Books/Education Materials /Literary Texts and Values
2 Educati 110 | 11,5 |17 5,5 127 | 10,03
ucation

Significance and Contribution of Administrators and Teachers in
3 . 61 6,4 29 9,4 90 7,11
Values Education

4 | Other Topics 54 5,6 34 11 88 6,95
5 | Historical Experience, Sources and Examples 71 7,4 13 4,2 84 6,64
6 | Education Programs, Curricula and Values Education 64 6,7 13 4,2 77 6,08
7 | Religion/Belief/Religious Practice and Values Education 34 3,6 13 4,2 47 3,71
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8 | Moral/Ethical/Personality Development and Values Education 32 3,3 14 4,5 46 3,63

Trial/Development of Methods and Techniques in Values

9 . 31 3,2 13 4,2 a4 3,48
Education
Citizenship/Democracy/Democratic ~ Attitude and  Values

10 K 21 2,2 20 6,5 41 3,24
Education

11 | Education Administration/Politics and Values Education 21 2,2 11 3,6 32 2,53

12 | Pre-Service Teacher Training and Values Education 14 15 12 39 26 2,05

13 | Bullying/Violence/Youth Problems and Values Education 20 2,1 4 1,3 24 1,90
Good Application Examples in Values Education/Domestic

14 14 1,5 11 3,6 25 1,97
Models

15 | Values Education Approaches 11 1,1 11 3,6 22 1,74

16 | Different Country Applications/Models in Values Education 16 1,7 5 1,6 21 1,66
Significance and Opinions of Family and Parents in Values

17 ) 18 1,9 2 0,6 20 1,58
Education

18 | Environment Factors/Shareholders in Values Education 13 1,4 5 1,6 18 1,42

19 | Philosophical Foundations of Education and Values Education 17 1,8 - - 17 1,34

20 | Academic Success/Spiritual Well-being and Values Education 13 1,4 4 1,3 17 1,34

21 | Education Technologies, Media and Values Education 11 1,1 2 0,6 13 1,03

22 | Learning-Teaching Approaches and Values Education 2 0,2 1 0,3 3 0,24

Total 957 | 100 | 309 100 1266 | 100

It is observed that 648 articles handled a single topic, while more than one topic was
handled in 309. The most frequently covered topics in articles are values education and
attitudes and comments regarding value preferences. In total, 389 articles have studied
this topic as primary or secondary topics. 10.03% of articles studied values and their
education in textbooks and auxiliary teaching materials, and 7.11% studied education
shareholders’ significance and qualities in values education. Historical experience,
resources and examples in values education were studied in 6.64% of articles, while 6.08%
handled values and their education in educational programs.

Religion, beliefs and worshipping practices in value education (3.71%),
moral/ethical/personality development and values education (3.63%), introducing,
testing and developing methods and techniques in values education (3.48%), citizenship,
democratic attitudes and values (3.24%), and education management/policies and values
education (2.53%) are topics covered in more than 30 articles. All other topics are studied
less than once a year on average. For example, only three articles about learning and
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teaching approaches and values education, 25 (1.97%) on examples of good practice, 22
(1.74%) on value education approaches and 18 (1.42%) on the environment and
shareholders in value education have been written.

When a holistic reading on the findings is made, it is interesting to see that there is a lack
of studies aimed at integrating the philosophical and experiential background of
education with values education, while on the contrary there is an excess of studies aimed
at assessing value preferences and education applications and especially determining
value in curricula, textbooks, literary works and auxiliary teaching materials. The findings
also show development of methods, techniques and models in value education,
associating value education with psychological and educational-scientific foundations,
and the limitation of studies aimed at efficient use of in-school and out-of-school domains
in value education.

3.6. Theories, Approaches, and Models Used to Form the Scientific Framework in Values
Education Articles

Table 6. Approaches, Theories, and Models Used in the Articles

Approach in the Article f %
Psychological Development | o Theory or Approach 806 | 93,6
Theory/Approaches
Cognitive Moral Development (Piaget, Kohlberg) | 34 3,6
Psycho-social Theory (E. Erikson) 13 1,4
Other Theories 14 1,4
Learning-Teaching No Learning-teaching theory 881 | 92,0
Theories/Approaches
Constructivist Learning 35 3,7
Social Learning 21 2,2
Other Theories, Approaches and Models 20 2,0
Values Education No Values Education Approach 738 | 77,1
Approaches/Models
Direct Teaching of Values 102 10,7
Moral Judgment 45 4,7
Character Education 44 4,6
Moral Education 38 4,0
Value Explanation 26 2,7
Value Analysis 26 2,7

One of the factors that will enable a strong structure of the theoretical background in
value education studies is the consideration of psychological development approaches
because value education is directly related to the affective and cognitive dimension of the
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human personality. In 896 (93.6%) of the articles examined, no development approaches
were applied in the process of defining the research topic and problem or evaluating the
findings. This is considered a serious inadequacy in the scientific infrastructure of the
articles.

The most widely mentioned theory of development in articles is the theory of cognitive
moral development, which establishes a relation between cognitive structure and moral
development. As described by Piaget or Kohlberg, this theory was prominently included
in the evaluation of theoretical background or findings in 34 (3.6%) articles. E. Erikson’s
psycho-social theory was prominently included in 13 (1.4%) articles. Among the 14
theories evaluated in the other category, psychoanalytic theory was addressed a total of
four (0.4) times. Carol Gilligan's theory, which explains moral development in women as
care and justice in men, has been prominently included in the theoretical structure of two
articles. Social development theory, positive psychology, autonomous-relational self-
approach, multi-intelligence, self-determination and ecological perspective in
intergenerational value transformations, value-attitude-behaviour model and emotional
attachment theories were each included once.

Another factor that will strengthen the theoretical background of values education studies
is the scientific depth of education. It is possible to produce more efficient studies by
utilizing the pedagogy knowledge accumulation of problem identification, research design
and evaluation of findings. In this context, when we look at values education articles, the
situation does not seem very pleasant. In 92% of the articles, no learning-teaching theory
is included in the theoretical structure of the research, the design of the research model
or the evaluation of the findings. In 76 (8%) articles, a learning-teaching theory appears to
have been taken into account.

The most applied learning-teaching approach in articles is the constructivist learning
approach with 3.7% and social learning theory with 2.2%. While behavioural learning is
highlighted in 4 articles, Montessori model in 3, multi-intelligence theory, learning styles
approach, lifelong learning and problem-based learning each in 2 articles; brain-based
learning, learning by doing principle, active and integrated learning, web-based learning
approach and project-based learning are each taken into account in one article.

In 738 (77.1%) of the articles, the approaches widely used in the field of values education
are not included in the process of establishing the theoretical framework, designing the
research model and evaluating the findings. In the remaining 219 (22.9%) articles, at least
one of the value education approaches is systematically involved in defining the subject
and problem of the article or discussing or interpreting the findings.

The most referenced approach is the direct teaching approach of values with 102 (10.7%)
articles. Kohlberg’s approach to moral judgment is extensively covered in 44 (4.7%)
articles; the character education model in 44 (4.6%) paper on the process of structuring
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the theoretical background or evaluating the findings. The moral education approach of a
religious-based moral education has been highlighted in 38 (4%) articles.

It is seen that approaches that support value relativity in value education and advocate a
student-centred approach to education are less handled than other approaches. 26 (2.7%)
articles are structured based on the value explanation/clarification approach that
emphasizes individuality and relativity in value education. The value analysis approach
that benefits from scientific research processes and project-based education by focusing
on social problems in value education is also highlighted in 26 (2.7%) articles.

3.7. Scientific Inadequacies in the Articles

Within the values education researches, some methodological problems were
determined in the articles reviewed. These problems also point to issues of value
education studies scientifically. Table 7 presents some of the findings that are expected
to contribute to the studies that can improve the quality of value education and develop
the theory and practice of value education. The details are given in the following headings.

Table 7. Significant Scientific Inadequacies in the Articles

Significant Scientific Inadequacies in the Articles Numbers of
Articles

In the study, a method that is clear, comprehensible, and independently could be | 218
followed is not specified.

1] The essential parts such as subject and problem, purpose, method and findings that | 132
should be included in the article summary is not included.

n The study does not have a problem statement and therefore an appropriate original | 41
value or the significance of the study.

v The introduction part of the article is based on the values definition and values | 31
clarifications from the previous studies without being evaluated in the context of the
subject and problem of the article instead of defining the subject and the problem
effectively.

Vv In the article, there were generalizations based on the personal opinion and | 29
experience of the author instead of the conclusions and recommendations obtained
from the findings.

Total 452

3.7.1. Inadequacies Regarding Methodology

In 268 of the values education articles, a clear, comprehensible, independently can be
followed-up and repeatable method is not indicated. This shows that 22.7% of the articles
do not have any concerns about following a proper method and explaining it (See for
examples: Kasapoglu, 2003; Kelptekin, 2010; Sahib ve Demirel, 2010). It also shows that
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there is a problem about the systematicity and transparency of knowledge, which is the
basis of the scientific research. However, the fact that scientific data is auditable and
falsifiable depends on obtaining and presenting it through a systematic and a clear
process.

The findings reviewed in the context of methodological problems in the articles are
summed up around the following themes:

a) In most of the articles, distinct headings in which information about the method is
conveyed are not given or information about the method is not given in the
introduction or in any other title.

b) In some articles, information about the method is given in a distinct title or in the
different parts of the article. However, there are shortcomings regarding data
collection tools, development and structure of the tools, data collection processes,
population-sample or research group, or data analysis methods.

c) As a common situation in theoretical articles; problems, aims, original values,
characteristics of data sources, the reasons to select them, and the conceptual and
theoretical structure based on the information are not given.

d) In qualitative and experimental studies, procedures and processes that are
important for reliability are not clearly included.

e) Some articles do not contain information about the method in the main text of the
article; however, some brief information about method is given in the abstract.
This situation is a problem in terms of clarity of the method and it also reveals the
situation of giving an information in the abstract which is not included in the main
text of the study.

f) While the article does not provide a clear and sufficient information about the
method of the study, describing some concepts about methodology by giving long
and unnecessary excerpts from some research methods books which is based on
stereotyped writing methods remains beyond its purpose.

3.7.2. Inadequacies Regarding Abstract

In 132 of the articles reviewed, it was found that the abstract did not give an idea about
the subject and problem, purpose, method and findings of the article. These articles have
an abstract but is incomplete. Articles in some of the old dated journals (e.g. World of
Philosophy Journal) which did not provide abstracts due to the publication template of
the journal were excluded. The inadequacies are grouped under the following headings:

a) The information about the purpose, scope, and method of the study is not
included in the abstract of the article.

b) The information about the method, which should be included in the main text and
abstract of the article, is not included in the main text, only briefly mentioned in
the abstract.
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c) Indicating only the findings and results in the abstract.
d) Presenting one or more paragraphs from the introduction part as abstract.

3.7.3. Inadequacies Regarding Distinctive Value Definitions Based on Problem
Statement

The distinctive value or academic contribution of the article expresses the potential of
contribution to the development of theory and practice in the field of study. In 41 articles,
there were gaps regarding the distinctive value of the studies. Identified inadequacies are
presented in the following themes:

a) Determining a distinctive value that contradicts with subject, aim and method of
the article and which are not possible to be studied or reached by the method is
stated.

b) Presenting the importance of the general subject, method, person, works, and
concept studied in the article as distinctive value.

c) Including purpose, research questions or technical information about the method
instead of distinctive values under the heading of “Importance or Distinctive
Value”.

d) Definition of distinctive value by conflicting expressions (e.g. ‘there are many
studies in the field that detect this problem, so this study is important’) or
essentialist understanding (e.g. ‘because it is important’).

3.7.4. Creating the Introduction Part of the Article from Excerpts which are Unrelated to
Subject and Problem

In the introductory part of 31 articles, an introduction has been made with the related
definitions of value, value taxonomies, etc. from the previous studies without being
evaluated in the context of the subject and the problem of the study instead of defining
the subject and problem. Some examples of such studies are presented below in two
categories:

a) The definitions of value and approaches to value taxonomy are presented without
making any connection with the subject and in a stereotyped way through
quotations from early studies in the early 2000s.

b) The important and known conceptual framework and theoretical structure of the
article is disregarded, and familiar value definition and taxonomies or general
explanations are considered sufficient in the introduction and findings parts.
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3.7.5. The Problem of Presenting Results and Recommendations not based on Study
Findings

In 29 of the articles reviewed, the results and recommendations were not based on the
study findings. In such studies, the authors either give directly the results and
recommendations of other studies or include experiences that are not related to his/her
own study. The followings are examples of how this problem appears in these articles:

a) Giving results directly from other studies and obtained from his/her own study.

b) Giving results and suggestions by highlighting results and suggestions which are
not directly related to the main subject and purpose of the study.

¢) Giving results and recommendations that contradict the findings of the study.
5. Conclusion and Evaluation

At the end of browsing conducted according to the research criteria, a total of 957 values
education articles were found to be published between the first publication in 1997 and
the end of 2017. The most quantitatively productive period was between 2012 and 2015,
with the highest number of articles (113) being published in 2015. While the vast majority
of articles (70.7%) are written by researchers working in the field of education,
researchers from theology (11.6%), science and humanities (6.1%) and economics,
business, political science and public administration (4.5%) also heavily contributed to the
articles. A total of 1679 researchers contributed to the articles as authors. It is seen that
an average of 1.75 authors contributed per article. The fact that one third of the articles
have been published as papers or thesis before and that proportions of articles scanned
in the highest-ranking indexes (SSCI, SCl and AHCI) and articles in foreign languages were
low is noteworthy.

The important point in terms of giving an idea about the nature of value education
research in the findings is the lack of mixed, experimental and theory development
research, which allows access to more holistic information as a result of long-term
research processes. These studies do not reach even one per cent in all studies2. It has
been found that almost half of the articles do not contain description of a distinctive value
as academic contribution, 37 articles show no relationship between the topic of the article
and what was indicated to be its original value, and clear mistakes were made in defining
original value. Considering the importance of the original value in terms of problem-based

Similar findings are noted in the study of Diindar and Movement (2016), one of the rare studies
examining values education articles in the literature. The study found that the field literature
compilation /literature review and quantitative descriptive research were high in number among the
values education studies and that documents and surveys were the most preferred data collection
tools. See Dindar, H. & Movement, E. 2016. “Degerler Egitimi Arastirmalarinda Yonelimler: Degerler
Egitimi Dergisi Ornegi.” Akademik Bakis Dergisi, 55, s5.207-233.
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scientific research, this situation remains one of the essential issues to be improved in
researches.

More than half of the articles were allocated to the study of values in the curriculum,
textbooks or materials or to determine the value preferences of education stakeholders,
while subjects such as method, model and technic development/trial in value education
that would contribute directly to the field have been studied in a limited number of
studies. Preschool, which is the most critical period for value education, is the least
studied education level among all levels of education. The lack of articles on values and
its education in vocational education is another remarkable issue today, when work ethic
is a very important phenomenon.

An interesting finding regarding the subject and value education studied in articles is the
high frequency of studies in higher education. Approximately one out of every five articles
is written on value education in higher education. This result, which belongs to a period
that is not very efficient for value education in terms of development, is often explained
in articles with easily accessible sampling or the importance of prospective teachers in
values education, and thus can be considered as a negative situation related to the
perception of work-quality in scientific researches. Therefore, some rare journals focusing
on education scanned in high-level indexes in Turkey regard articles with such sampling

not suitable for publication3. It is understood that this issue should be taken into account
in values education research designs.

While the value education articles with sample from higher education are frequently
published, only nine articles discussed value education in the family have published. It
seems that the family, which is the most important stakeholder group of affective
education, has not been adequately addressed. One of the reasons for this inadequacy
can be the difficulty of family researches. The results of this study showed that researchers
prefer to work with easily accessible samples. However, it can also be considered that to
make values education a part of the formal curriculum in 2004 and to assign value
education with the first lesson circular numbered 53 published in 2010 as a responsibility
of schools also were effective on this.

Findings related to the article subjects show that there are few studies aimed at
integrating the intellectual and experiential background of education and values
education. One of the basic characteristics of scientific knowledge is that it has a
cumulative progression. Researchers use the basic approaches, models and methods
produced by scientific methods in a unique way and deal with current problems and bring

3 see: http://egitimvebilim.ted.org.tr/index.php/EB/pages/view/guideForAuthors#focusAndScope,

Accessed December 29, 2018, 01:51 pm.
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a new approach to them. While making use of the previous findings in the formation of
the theoretical framework, defining the subject and problem, structuring the research
model and interpreting the findings, they can place their views on their problems on a
scientific basis. In this context, it is understood that values education approaches are very
limited in the articles, especially student-centred approaches are taken into consideration
only in 52 articles.

Values education is built on the cognitive, affective and behavioural learnings in a similar
way to other learning and education fields. Therefore, values education can be based on
a more scientific basis when studied in connection with the general scope of education
and learning-teaching theories. However, a research design based on educational
approaches was determined in only 8% of the articles and development approaches in
about 6% of the articles. It can be said that further researches are needed to develop value
education methods and techniques based on developmental and theoretical foundations.
For example, brain-based learning, project-based learning, and problem-based learning
theories can be studied in values education in terms of practices of them.

It is wunderstood that the number of studies on methods and technical
experimentation/development, examples of good practice and educational technologies
and values education that have the potential to make a direct contribution to the
development of value education is very small among the articles. On the other hand, while
the sum of these researches does not reach 50, the numbers of articles about the value
preferences of education stakeholders and which values are included in educational
materials, which are weak in theoretical foundation and are aimed at describing the
existing, are 389 and 127, respectively. In the most general sense, science provides a
person with the opportunity to describe, understand, explain, prediction and control what
is happening. Although all these functions of science work in a related manner, studies
that are related to the functions such as prediction and control after understanding and
explanation have higher potential to make concrete contributions to the improvement of
educational processes. Such functions can be performed in education through methods,
techniques, models, material development and experimentation studies. This function is
weaker in articles that aim at determining the value preferences of education
stakeholders, which constitute a very large number of studies in the literature.

Some scientific inadequacies have been identified in the value education articles in terms
of defining the subject and problem and explaining the distinctive value: (i) no problem
grounding based on the accumulation and deficiencies in the field is done by evaluating
the theoretical and conceptual framework of the field; (ii) there is the habit of repeating
the literature that appeared in the first studies instead of conducting a good field review
and a broad and profound reading; (iii) researchers are unable to connect their subjects,
findings, theoretical background of their research and the points related to the problem
situation to the general literature and knowledge of values education.

30



Meydan, Kaymakcan & Aktas, A Bibliographic Review on the Qualification of Articles about Values
Education in Turkey

Disclosure statement
No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author.
Funding Acknowledgements

This articles delivered from the research report and titled ‘Akademide Degerler Egitimi’.
Many thanks to the Centre for Values Education which financially supported the study. To
reach the full report in Turkish: https://dem.org.tr/yayin/raporlar/2019/04/akademide-
degerler-egitimi-tezler-ve-makaleler-1989-2017

Acknowledgements

Authors thank the Values Education Centre scholars Ahmet Cakmak, Biisra Glgen, Blsra
Yildirim, Busranur Topal, Ebru Erman, Fatmanur Dikmen, Hatice Yildiz Ayaydin, Hiiseyin
Can Coskun, ilknur Korkmaz, Merve Reyhan Baygeldi, Mesut Rahmi Cinemre, Selda
Karaaslan, Simeyra Arican, Yakup Ayaydin who contributed to the data collection process
of the article.

References

Adiglizel, O. & Ergilinay, O. (2014). Turkiye'de degerler Uizerine gergeklestirilen lisanslsti
tezlerin egitim bilimleri ve 6gretmen yetistirme perspektifinden incelenmesi.
Elektronik Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 11(41), 18-33.

Aydemir, C. (1989). Omer Seyfettin ve hikdyelerinde egitim dederleri. Uludag Universitesi,
Sosyal bilimler Enstitlis, Bursa.

Baki, A. & Gokeek, T. (2012). Karma ydntem arastirmalarina genel bir bakis. Elektronik
Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 11(42), 01-21.

Bas, G. & Beyhan, 0. (2012). Tirkiye'de degerler egitimi konusunda yapilmis lisansiisti
tezlerin farkh degiskenler agisindan degerlendirilmesi. Dederler E§itimi Dergisi,
10(24), 55-77.

Beldag, A. (2016). Values Education Research Trends in Turkey: A Content Analysis. Journal
of Education and Training Studies, 4(5), 101-112. doi:10.11114/jets.v4i5.1325.

Chi-Ming, A. L. & Taylor, M. J. (2013). Moral Education Trends over 40 Years: A Content
Analysis of the Journal of Moral Education (1971-2011). Journal of Moral
Education, 42(4), 399-429. doi:10.1080/03057240.2013.832666

Dindar, H. & Hareket, E. (2016). Degerler Egitimi Arastirmalarinda Yonelimler: Degerler
Egitimi  Dergisi  Ornegi. Akademik  Bakis  Dergisi, 55,  207-233.
http://egitimvebilim.ted.org.tr/index.php/EB/pages/view/guideForAuthors#focu
sAndScope, Accessed December 29 2018, 01:51 pm.

31



Turkiye Din Egitimi Arastirmalari Dergisi
Turkish Journal of Religious Education Studies

Kasapoglu, A. (2003). Kuran'in iffet Anlayisi: Batili Cinsel Ahlak Anlayislari ile Bir Mukayese.
Din Bilimleri Akademik Arastirma Dergisi, 3(4), 2-125.

Kelpetin Arpagus, H. (2010). “Gelenek ve Sifaht Kiltir Baglaminda Osmanh Toplumunda
Dint Degerler: Otodidakt Egitim Kurumlari ve Kaynaklari Ornegi.” Dederler Egitimi
Dergisi, 2 (7-8), 81-126.

Levent, F., Sehkar, F. & Kinik, F. (2017). Tirkiye’de Egitim-Ogretim Alaninda Etik Konulu
Yapilan Lisansiistii Tezlerin incelenmesi. is Ahlaki Dergisi, 10(1), 99—114.

MEB (Milli Egitim Bakanhgi). (2010). Talim Terbiye Kurulu Baskanhdi ilk Ders Genelgesi,
vol. 53.

Miles, M. B. & Huberman, A. M. (1994). Qualitative Data Analysis: An Expanded
Sourcebook (2nd ed). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Sahib, H., Demirel, S. (2010). Islamic Values In a Multi-Cultural Society. Journal of Faculty
of Theology, 22, 211-244.

32



TURKIYE DIiN EGITiMi ARASTIRMALARI DERGISI
Turkish Journal of Religious Education Studies
Turkiye Din Egitimi Arastirmalari alti ayda bir yayimlanan uluslararasi ve hakemli bir dergidir.

Turkish Journal of Religious Education Studies is an international, peer reviewed and biannual journal.
Sayl/Number 9 @ Haziran/June 2020 e ISSN 2149-9845 e E-ISSN 2636-7807
imtiyaz Sahibi ve Yazi isleri Miidiirii / Owner and Chief Executive Officer
Mehmet BAHCEKAPILI
Bas Editor / Editor in-Cheif
Mustafa USTA

Sayi Editorii / Editor

Recep Emin GUL

Editorler / Editors

Siebren MIEDEMA (VU University Amsterdam)

Cemal TOSUN (Ankara Universitesi)

Muhittin OKUMUSLAR (Konya Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi)
Nurullah ALTAS (Atatiitk Universitesi)

Ahmet KOG (Marmara Universitesi)

Mehmet BAHGEKAPILI (izmir Katip Gelebi Universitesi)

Safinaz ASRi (izmir Katip Celebi Universitesi)

Ednan ASLAN (Universitat Wien)

Zuhal AGILKAYA SAHIN (istanbul Medeniyet Universitesi)

Christopher G. ELLISON (The University of Texas at San Antonio)
Recai DOGAN (Ankara Universitesi)

Zeki Salih ZENGIN (Yildirim Beyazit Universitesi)

Michael NIELSEN (Georgia Southern University)

Friedrich SCHWEITZER (Eberhard Karls Universitat Tibingen)
Stileyman AKYUREK (Erciyes Universitesi)

Mohammed DERRADI (University of Algeria I1)

Kenan SEVING (Canakkale Onsekiz Mart Universitesi)

Murat Simsek (Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi)

Recep Emin GUL, Balikesir Universitesi (TURKEY)

Kitap Degerlendirme Editorleri / Book Review Editors

Hakki KARASAHIN (izmir Katip Gelebi Universitesi)
Ahmet GEDIK (izmir Katip Gelebi Universitesi)

Mehmet Akif SENTURK (Brunel University London)
Hiilya HACIISMAILOGLU (izmir Katip Gelebi Universitesi)

Yayin Kurulu / Editorial Board*

Zuhal AGILKAYA SAHIN, istanbul Medeniyet Universitesi (TURKEY)
Muhsin AKBAS, izmir Katip Celebi Universitesi (TURKEY)

Ednan ASLAN, Universitat Wien (AUSTRIA)

Nedim BAHGEKAPILI, Islamitishe Universiteit Europa (HOLLAND)
irfan BASKURT, istanbul Universitesi (TURKEY)

Beyza BILGIN, Ankara Universitesi (TURKEY)

Mohammed DERRADJ, University of Algeria Il (ALGERIA)
Christopher G. ELLISON, The University of Texas at San Antonio (USA)
Recep Emin GUL, Balikesir Universitesi (TURKEY)

Ali INAN, Van Yiiziincti Yil Universitesi (TURKEY)

Ahmet KOG, Marmara Universitesi (TURKEY)

Michael NIELSEN, Georgia Southern University (USA)

Siebren MIEDEMA, VU University Amsterdam (HOLLAND)

Halil ibrahim SENAVCU, izmir Katip Celebi Universitesi (TURKEY)
Mustafa USTA, Marmara Universitesi (TURKEY)

Ayman AGBARIA, University of Haifa (ISRAEL)

Siilleyman AKYUREK, Erciyes Universitesi (TURKEY)

Safinaz ASRI, izmir Katip Gelebi Universitesi (TURKEY)

Mehmet BAHGEKAPILI, Yalova Universitesi (TURKEY)

Bayraktar BAYRAKLI, Marmara Universitesi (TURKEY)

Ahmet Ali CANAKCI, Balikesir Universitesi (TURKEY)

Recai DOGAN, Ankara Universitesi (TURKEY)

Ahmet GEDIK, izmir Katip Celebi Universitesi (TURKEY)

Hiilya HACIISMAILOGLU, izmir Katip Gelebi Universitesi (TURKEY)
Recep KAYMAKCAN, Sakarya Universitesi (TURKEY)

Mustafa KOYLU, Ondokuz Mayis Universitesi (TURKEY)

Muhiddin OKUMUSLAR, Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi (TURKEY)
Friedrich SCHWEITZER, Eberhard Karls University (GERMANY)
Bilent UCAR, Universitat Osnabriick (GERMANY)

Prof. Dr. Edmunt WEBER, Universitdt Frankfurt am Main (GERMANY)

Samet YAGCI, izmir Katip Gelebi Universitesi (TURKEY)
*Soyadina gére alfabetik sirada / In alphabetical order by surname

Kapak Tasarimi / Cover Design

Furkan Selguk Ertargin
Tasarim / Graphic Design
Mehmet BAHCEKAPILI
Baski / Printed By - Baski Tarihi / Printed Date
Limit Ofset — 27.06.2020



iNDEKSLER

i ——__‘—‘--\_
Start here.
DO Q J DIRECTORY OF
OPEN ACCESS
JOURNALS

INDEX (& COPERNICUS
LN T E RN AT IO N AL American i Theological Library Assoclation

BIAD & idealonline

“*;3 CiteFactor

Acade

Index
ResearchBib

Academic s
I-!._ e TS BASE

-

OpenAaliRE

JournalTOCs @

The latest Joumal Tables of Contents



http://www.tudear.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/image001.png
http://www.tudear.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/ProQuest-Logo-1.png
http://www.tudear.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/doaj.png
https://www.citefactor.org/journal/index/23718/trkiye-din-eitimi-aratrmalar-dergisi#.XCXVoFwzaUk
https://journals.indexcopernicus.com/search/details?id=49224&lang=en
http://www.tudear.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/atla.png
http://www.tudear.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/sobiad.png
http://www.idealonline.com.tr/IdealOnline/lookAtPublications/journalDetail.xhtml?uId=580
http://www.tudear.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Research-Bib.png
https://www.base-search.net/Search/Results?lookfor=T%C3%BCrkiye+Din+E%C4%9Fitimi+Ara%C5%9Ft%C4%B1rmalar%C4%B1&name=&oaboost=1&newsearch=1&refid=dcbasen
http://www.tudear.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/openair.png
http://www.tudear.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/tei.png
http://www.tudear.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/jt.png
http://www.tudear.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/saji_logo.jpg

