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BUYUKELCI J. BLANCO VILLALTA TARAFINDAN
VERILEN KONFERANS METNI *

Boyle seckin bir dinleyici toplulufu éniinde, son derece iyi niyetli ve
sevgi dolu Tiirk arkadaglarimdan biriyle ilgili kalbimi dolduran andardan
birini aktararak konusmama baglamak istiyorum ki; O insan beni bu yiice ens-
titiniin Atatiirk tarafindan kuruldugu zamanlarda Profestr Enver Ziya
Karal'in bagkani oldugu Tiirk Tarih Kurumu'nda, 1979 yihnda evrensel tari-
hin en onemli en asil sahsiyetlerinden biriyle ilgili beyanlarimin basitmast
konusunda destekledi. Bu Atatitrk gibi muhtesem bir kisiligin ilk biyografi-
siydi. Bana ayni anlamda comert davranan ve kendileriyle her zaman ¢ok
acik, miitevazi ve igten bir dostlugu paylastifmmz ikinci insan; bu halkn
kendi evladi gibi gérdiigi ve ok sevdigi Profesir Afet Inan'dur.

Yillar sonra kader beni siirin ve sanatin bir harman oldugu bu iilkeye
tekrar getirdiginde, kiyaslama sansimiz olmaksizm hayranbk duydugumuz
sanatlarin, Sinan'in Selimiye Camii'nin yaninda ne denli hafif kaldigmm
farkina vardim. Anitkabir'i ziyarete gittiimizde bana sehirlerin ve anitla-
in zaman iginde birer yikintiya déndiigimii oysa siirlerin, diigtincelerin ve ta-
rihi olugturan soyut ¢aligmalarm éliimstiz oldugunu soylemisti.

Tutank Amon'un bir adam tarafindan yazilmig biyografisi zaman gec-
tikge degigikliklere ugramig oysa Firavun mumyalanmg haliyle hep aymnu
kalmastir.

Aslinda artik aramizda olmayan daha birgok Tiirk gahsiyetiyle ilgili
soylemek istediklerim var ama bunlarin hepsini gu anda aktarabilmem

imkéansiz.

* Atatirk Arastirma Merkezi Bagkanli§i'nca dilzenlenen bu konferans 27 Ekim 1995 tarihinde
Tark Dil Kurume‘nda veritmigtir, (J. Blanco Villajta Arjantinfi Emekll Buytkelgidir.)
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310 J. BLANCO VILLALTA

Kisa bir siire énce Tirkiye Cumhurbagkani Sayin Siileyman Demirel
bizim uzak {ilkemize bir ziyarette bulundugunda iilkesinin temel uluslararast
organizasyonlar arasmda su anda ne konumda oldugunu cok gercekgi bir ifa-
deyle tanimladi ve asil milletinin durumunu anlatti. Bu, diinyann iginde bu-
lundugu degigimler tizerine hayati énem arz eden konu baslikiarmdan olugan
bir konugmaydi. Burada o konugmadan, O'nun diinyaya bak:s actsmi ve bir
evrim gegirmekte olan diinya hakkindaki gériiglerinin bir ézetini cikarip siz-
lere aktarmanmn uygun olacagini diigiindim.

Cumhurbagkar: Menem, Tiirkiye'ye 1992 yilinda yaptig1 ilk ziyaretle
bugiin meyve vermeye baglayan bir dostlugun ilk tohumlarn atmugts. Iki iilke
arasinda gu anda yiirttilmekte olan iligkiler acik bir ortaklik yoluyla bir
isbirlifi temeline ofurtulmak yolunda ilerleme kaydediyor. iki iilke ara-
smdaki ekonomik reform olgtilerinin diger diinya tilkelerine de ek tegkil et-
mesini diliyoruz.

"Diinyamizin 1995 yihndaki kiiresel goriintimii bes y1l éncesindekine gére
cok farkhdrr.

Diinyamiz hizla degigmektedir. Soguk savag ve siiregelen korkung geli-
sim ideolojik kutuplagmalara bir son vermistir. Bunlar uluslararas: politi-
kanm yeniden tanmmlanma zorunlulugunu giindeme getirdi.

Ote yandan demokrasi benimsendi. Insan haklarina saygl, yasa ve temel
dzgiirliikler evrensel élgiilerde kabul edilir normlar haline geldi. Glney Afri-
ka ve Ortadogu'da tarihi bagkaldirilar oldu. Avrupa ve Asya'da sayilart
20'yi agan yeni devletler ortaya cikt.

Diger taraftan, etnik milliyetciligin, fundemantalizmin, terdrizmin ve
sintf ayrimciliinin patlama noktasma gelmesi i¢inden cikilmaz yeni sorun-
larin ortaya ¢tkmasina sebep oldu. Bu kayg: verici gelismeler uluslararas
barg ve glivenligin karsisina bir tehdit unsuru olarak cikti. Balkanfar'da ve
Kafkasya'da boy gosteren saldirgan tutumlar biitiin diinyay: sagkmliga ugrat-
t1. Bu hoggdriistizliikten dogan nefret, diinya yiizeyinin yiizlerce hatta binlerce
yaralanmig ya da oldiirtilmii insanla kaplanmastma sebep olmustur. Milyon-
larca insan miilteci durumuna diismiistiir. Ve biitiin bu olumsuzluklarin kargi-
sinda Birlesmis Milletler ve benzeri diger organizasyonlarin hicbiri kendile-
rinden beklenen sorumlulugu yerine getirememislerdir.”

Belirtmek isterim ki, béyle yiice bir enstitiidden gelen bu nazik davet,
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BUYUKELCT J. BLANCO VILLALTA'NIN KONFERANSE 511

sziinde Cumhurbagkanumizm, Cumhurbagkan Saym Siileyman Demirel ont-
runa verdigi resmi resepsiyonda kendilerinin yapmig olduklar: konugmadan
bélitmler icermektedir. Kendileriyle Ankara'daki bityiikelgiligim zamaninda

kendilerinin bagbakanlklari sirasinda tanigma serefine erigmistim.

Burada beni tanimayanlara sdylemek isterim ki daha sonra birgok
kitabimin konusu olacak bu harika iilkeye ilk defa 1950'de geldim ve bu ye-
dinci ziyaretimde yine bu iilkede olmamn olaganiistii onuru igindeyim. Itiraf
etmeliyim ki bu gelis gidigler yalnizca ziyaretler olmaktan ¢ok bu milletin ve
Atatirk'iin devrimei ruhunun derin ve sevgi dolu andandir. Atatiirk'le tanus-
ma serefine ve O'nun yiice kisiligi hakkinda tanik olduklarim: yazmaya ve O
ldiikten aylar sonra Buenos Aires'te bu metinleri basma bahtiyarlifina
erdim. Dil farklilig1 sebebiyle bu biiylik vatanseverin biyografisi Tirkiye'de
Tiirk Tarih Kurumu tarafindan 30 yi! sonra 1979'da basildi ve ig yil sonra
Kiiltiir Bakanlig tarafindan yasamumi bu sevgili iilkeyle ilgili tarihi ve
edebi kitaplar yazmaya adadigim ve bunu yillar yilt siirdirebilecegim ifade
edildi. Tiirkiye'ye en son geligim 1981'de Bogazici Universitesinin davetiyle
Istanbul'da gergeklestirilen Uluslararas: Atattirk Konferansi'nda tek Giiney

Amerikali katilimel olmam vesilesileydi.

Kirk iilke temsilcisinin katildigi ve benim "Atatiirkcii Diiglincenin Evren-
selligi" konusunda bir konugma yaptigim, Cumhurbagkarnt Saym Kenan Evren
tarafindan davet edildigim konferansin sonunda zatalileri yazdigun yeri
Tiirkiye'nih mimarlar: konulu biyografinin kendi arzulariyla Ttirkge'ye cev-
rilmesini ve Kiitiir ve Turizm Bakanhg1 tarafindan basilmasmi istemigler-
dir. Bu konferanstan iki yil énce Genelkurmay Bagkan tarafindan "Hizmet
Madalyast"yla ddiillendiriten ilk sivil olma muthuluguna erdim.

Ayrica Cumhurbagkani Saym Fahri Korutiirk'e de beni bu gekilde onur-
landirmalari sebebiyle siikran borgluyum. Bu benim Atatiirk'tin yaptiklarin
tvmekte ne denli hakli oldugumu ortaya koyuyor.

Bir resmi gdrevle Ankara'ya gelisimde Cumhurbagkani Korutiirk'e Ar-
jantinli usta heykeltrag Santiago Chierico tarafindan yapilmis bir Atatiirk
biist{i armagan ettigimi anumstyorum. Cumhurbaskani begenilerini belirtmis
ve biistii devlet adina bir hediye olarak kabul edip Cankaya Késkiine diktir-
mistir.

Bitylik Onder'in dogumunun 100. yildéniimiinde yapilan konferans icin
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hazuladigim, icerifinde Atfatiirk'{in bir reformeu degil bir devrimei oldugunu
anlattifim metni, baglamadan 6nce Profesor Enver Ziya Karala gosterdim,
okudu ve yazrya, tezimi destekleyecek yan diigiinceler eklemem gerektigini
belirtti.

Biraz gerilere dénmek istiyorum, 1923 yilina, Tiirkiye'nin Ankara'da bir
cumhuriyet oluguna, Birlesmig Milletler Bildirgesi'nin yazilmasmdan 22 yil
onceye... O zamanlar daha giizel bir dinyanin, barisla ilgili gelisen sabit
diglincelerin, uluslararas: adaletin, diinyadaki kétitye gidigin durdurulmass
gibi dtgtincelerin eksikligi bile hissedilmiyordu. Atatiirk, ileri gorigliligi,
perspektifinin genig agist, politik teorilere getirdigi dogru tespitler ve ekono-
mik, sosyal platformdaki kararliligs sayesinde biitiin bu olumsuz kosullart
Onceden farketmis ve miidahalede bulunmustur.

Atatiirk Imparatorlufun anayasasimi etkin, zorlayici, yasaklayie: bir
devrimci tavriyla diizeltmek yerine onu tamamen farkli bir yenisiyle degis-
tirdi: Politik teorinin gercek anlamda ¢agdag bir anlayisiyla cumhuriyetgi
bir anayasa. Dolayisiyla bu modas1 gegmis imparatorfuk yani 1683'de Viya-
na duvarlar: éniinde baslayan askeri gerileme asama asama amansizca
devam etti taa ki tarihin en biliyitk komutanlarindan biri, Mustafa Kemal,
kararh ve giiclii bir zeka, bu ise 13 Eyliil 1921'de Sakarya Nehri'nde son vere-
ne kadar. Bu biiyiik devrim adami, bu, 6rnegine ancak mitolojilerde rastlanr
zaferle, Anadolu'nun kalbinde gagdag diigiinceleriyle bir cumhuriyet kurdu.
Biiytiik Millet Meclisi'nde burasi, antik tarihin ta kendisi olan Ankara 13
Ekim 1923'de Tiirkiye'nin bagkenti ilan edildi. 16 giin sonra Bityiik Millet Mec-
lisi Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti'ni resmen tanida.

Bir gercek, uluslararasi politik miicadele arenalariyla Tiirkiye'deki
bagarili devrimei hareketi birbirine baghyordu. Yalmzca Mustafa Kemal
degil, taraftarlar: da, Tiirk insanmin kanmi déken zalim savasm faaliyetle-
riyle de ilgili diplomatik aktiviteler yiiriitmek zorunluluguyla karsilast-
lar. Merkez imparatorluklar kazananlarin acimasizliklarina dayanmak
mecburiyetinde kaldilar. Tarih incelemecileri, Versay, Trianon ve Sen-
Jermen antlagmalarmnin, II. Diinya Savasinin tohumlariu athifma inandilar.
10 Agustos 1920'de Padigah'in zayif delegeleri tarafindan Sevr Anlasmasi
imzalandi. Hemen ardindan Tiirk yetkilileri ve Amiral Gough Calthorpe'la
30 Ekim'de Mondros Ategkesi imzalandi. Ikincisi Bogazlar'in biitiin kont-
roliinii Ingiliz filosuna veren onbirinci maddeyi de iceren toplam 25 maddeden
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oluguyordu. Tiirk ordusu terhis edilecekti. Hicaz, Yemen, Suriye ve Mezopo-
tamya garnizonlart kapatilacakty; ciinkii yedinci madde, biitiintiyle Tiirk or-
dusu aleyhine hazirlanmustr. $0yle diyordu; "Miittefiklerin giivenligini sar-
sabilecek herhangi bir durum olustugunda; miittefikler herhangi bir stratejik
noktayi isgal edebilirler”.

Bogazlar'in miittefikler tarafindan iggali, Istanbul'un iggali ve Yunanl-
larm {zmir'de karaya gikmalarindan bir yil sonra Biiyitk Komutan Mustafa
Kemal, Bogaz'in incisi Sigli'deki evinde tek basmna galigh.

Atatiirk kesinlikle sultaru ve onun destekgilerini duygusuz ve kabul edi-
lemez olduklart icin reddetmistir. Kemal Sigli'deki evinde bu ige yaramaz ve
mantiksiz ¢oziimlere sicak bakmadi. Bunlar Biiyiik Britanya'nin, Imparator-
lugu bir biitiin olarak bir arada tutma niyetinde olduguna mt inanuyorlardi?
Biiytik Britanya'nin diger giicler ve Araplar'la yaptig1 anlagma ve diizenle-
meler bu ihtimali yok ediyordu. Ama biitiin bunlarin stesinde, Tiirkiye, Tirk
halk: eski kiiltiir gelenekleri ve zaferleriyle kendi sinirlart iginde Gzglirce
yagama hakkina sahipti. "Hayur" diye diiglindii Kemal, "Tiirkiye kendisini
kurtarmah ya da yok olmalidir.”

Osmanlt Imparatorlugu ¢oktii. Genis topraklar onlan geri vermeyecek
kigiler tarafindan ele gegirildi. Tirklerin sayisiz nesillerine begiklik ve me-
zarlik yapmus olan, Tiirk topragi Anadolu kaldi. Tirkiye'nin hayah ora-
dayd: ve {imidi de oradaydi. $imdi sessiz olan, uzun savaslar yapmig, kan
dékmiis, biitiin sinurlarmdan saldin korkusuyla yagamug bir halkmn kalbinde.
Yine de daglarna, bereketli ova ve wrmaklarima, kalplerindeki yilmaz kah-
ramanhga agik ve yasam dolu bir halkin kalbinde.

Kemal halkina inandy halkindaki savag alanlarinda kendini savunma
ve acilara gogiis germe dzelliklerini gorebildi. Boyle bir halk daha iyi bir ge-
lecei hak etmisti. Kigin son giinlerinin soguk giineginin perdelerinden girdigi
genis pencerenin arkasinda halkini aydmlatan giinesi de gordil. Onlarin aci-
sint kalbinde hissetti. Digardaki biyiik caddede bir Ingiliz birlifinin adim-
lari vatanseverlik duygularmi sahlandwrdt. Orada yabanc iggaline karsgt as-
keri direnme fikri dogdu.

Bedeni ruhunun diigimcelerinden aci gekti. Yuziinin hattarmdan 10-15 y1l
yaglanmig gibi gorindii. Gri tonlar icindeki kiiciik yaslarn igaretlerini ortti.
Egter bu adamu bir sandalyenin iizerinde hareketsiz, felg geciriyor gibi gdrse-
lerdi, ona bircok savasta eslik etmis askerleri korkarak ondaki tiikenmez
enerji ve gelik sinirlerdeld kumandanlik ruhunu farkederlerdi. Yine de Onun
derin damarlarmdaki manzaralari gorebilenler yogun bir hayati sezebilir-
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lerdi. Sigli'deki bu beyaz evde Kemal yeni Tiirkiye'nin ruhunu digtniiyordu.

Uzag1 gorebilen, yeni taktikler direten, muhtesem bir stratejist olan Mus-
tafa Kemal'in zaferleriyle dolu korkung savag yillarint hatirlamak ne kadar
hog olurdu. Unutulmaz Sakarya Savaginda diigman sert bir savunmayla
kargilagmis, savunmay: kirmak ve basariya ulagmak beklentisi yok edil-
migti. Sunlar: sdylemisti: "Hatt—1 miidafaa yoktur. Sath-1 miidafaa vardur.
O satih biitlin vatandir. Vatanin her karig topragi milletin kaniyla sulan-
madikga terk olunamaz. Onun igin, kiigiik biiyiik her birim bulundugu mevziden
atilabilir. Fakat kii¢ik biiytik her birim ilk durabildigi noktada, tekrar
diigmana kars: cephe tegkil edip savasa devam eder. Yarundaki birimin ce-
kilmeye mecbur oldugunu giren birimler, ona tabi olamaz. Bulundugu mevzide
sonsuza kadar sebat ve direnmeye mecburdur."

Biiyiik Savag'in baslamasindan kisa siire énce yasanmig atmosferi duygu-
sal kelimelerle anlatmak icin burada yazar Halide Edip'ten bahsetmek is-
tiyorum. Eski geleneklerden siyrilmis, Kemal'in devrim ¢agrisina katilmig ve
etkili konugmalanyla halki yitreklendirmis bir kadin. "Tiirk'in Ategle
Imtihant" kitabinda bir asker olarak Alagtz'de Bagkumandan'i ilk ziyareti-
ni s6yle aktarir: “Dar kéy yolu qukur ve camurlarla dolu ve karanlik. Sanirim
gece yarisindan sonra. Kiigiik bir képriiden gectik ve irmagin 6tesindeki evle-
rin en bityiiftine yéneldik. Karadeniz erkekleri gibi giyinmis, siyah elbiseleri
iginde Kemal'in korumalariru farkettim. Yart harabe bir ev bu. Pasa'nin ya-
veri beni odasmna gotiirdit. Bir gaz lambas: vard: sadece. Mustafa Kemal
ayaga kalkt. Kaburga kemiginin ona hald act verdigi belli oluyordu, Zorla
ytirityordu ve odann ortasindaki tahta masada dinleniyordu.

O anda kalbimdeki heyecanla Mustafa Kemal'e dogru yiiritdiim. Bu ha-
rabe evde tipk: milletinin yasamas: icin olmeye karar vermis bir gence ben-
ziyordu. Hig bir saray, etiket ya da gii¢ onu, Ttirk'in tiim digmanlara kargi son
direncini gdstermesi icin liderlik yaptig1 bu odadaki gu halinden daha biiyitk
yapamazdi. Ona dogru yiiriidiim ve elini 8ptiim."

1923'deki Lozan Anlasmasi uluslararasi bir sneme sahip Mustafa Ke-
mal'in devrimci hareketinin zaferine isaret eder. Bu anlagma 1920'deki
Tark'tin tamamen yok olmasi anlamina gelen Sevr Anlagmasini yok etti.

Atattirk Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun yapsin degistirmeye ugrasmada.
Devrimei bir tarzda onu tamamen farkh bir yapiyla yer degistirdi.

Cumhuriyet'in yapisal evrimini analiz etmek benim bugiin anlatmak is-
tediklerimi asiyor.
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Yeni Tiirkiye'nin kurucusunun ideal ve icraatiari, simdi insanlar ve mil-
letler arasmda arabuluculuk yapan Birlesmig Milletler'in amag ve ilkeleriy-
le ayrudir. Barigin aranmast ve insan haklarma saygt duyulmas: ve ik, cin-
siyet, dil veya din ayrimi yapmaksizin insanoglunun dzglrltigl. Bunlar, O'nun
en cok miicadele verdigi temel kavramlard

Stiphesiz o bir hiimanistti, bir felsefeciydi, bu ilkelerin kabul edilmesi
icin miicadele ediyordu. Bir insani gevrenin olusturulmadigl ortamda onun
toplum, ekonomi, diiglince dzgiirligii konusundaki teorilerini anlamak zordu.
Ama bugiin O'nun uzag goérme kudretini girebiliyoruz.

Kimseyi hedef almayan baz fikirleri ortaya koymak igin izninizi is-
tiyorum, Atatiirk eski Osmanlt yasalarin diizeltmek i¢in ¢aba harcamadi.
Tamamiyla duyarlilikla ve bir devrimet kararlilifiyla hareket etti. Kur'an'
m hiitkiimlerini degistirmeye niyetlenmedi, sadece Isvigrenin sivil yasasi
gibi daha etkin oldugu ispatlanmis daha modern yasalarla bir bitylik meclis
kurmay1 amagladl. Boylece, ticari yasalar, Beavchatel'den esinlenmis hu-
kuk iglemleri, Alman deniz yasalari, ftalya'nin ceza yasalarinda oldugu gibi
Tiirkiye'deki kadinlarin konumu da radikal bir degisim gecirdi.

"Reform” kelimesini asil anlamu icinde tamamiyle devrimei bir mtica-
dele yerine kullanmanin kolay olmadigina inantyorum.

Cumbhuriyet'in ilanmin tizerinden 72 yil gecti.Teokratik bir imparator-
luk icinde oldukga devrimei bir olgu. Ayn1 sey halifeligin kaldirilmas1 igin
de gecerli. Ama Islami gegmisgi yok etmek ya da onunla mucadele etmek niyeti
yok. Birisi bir cumhuriyet devletini siyasi, ekonomik ve sosyal idaredir,
digeri ise inanctir. Farkli seyler fakat zit degil. Zamanla geylerin degisme-
siyle yasalarin da degigmesi gozéniinde bulundurularak Mecelte'nin makul
kelimeleri Atatiirk'iin devrimlerinde ve ondan sonra gelen devlet bagkantari
tarafindan da uygulanmigter. Ozellikle de degisimci ve geligtirici Cumhur-
bagkan1 Bay Demirel tarafimdan.

Zaferle sonuglanan Kemalist devrimin bir¢ok karuti vardir. Bunlardan
en énemlisi ve en otumlusu bir Tiirk kadminm basbakan olmasidir.

Bayan Tansu Giller yiice ulusun devrimei tarihinin bagarili bir diger
ornegidir. Tiirkiye'nin uluslararasi toplumlar arasinda artan prestiji onun ha-
rika vizyonunun bir dzetidir.
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THE TEXT OF CONFERENCE
BY AMBASSADOR MR. J. BLANCO VILLALTA*®

I would like to express to such a distinguished audience my heartfelt
memories about one of my dearest Turkish friends, who with such good will,
and, — with so much love, I would say — has supported me in the Tirk Tarih
Kurumu, 1979 of which professor Enver Ziya Karal was the first chairman. At
the Hmes when this high institution, created by Atatiirk, considered the pub-
lishing of my testimony about the life of one of the most important and noble
figures of universal history: Atatiirk, it was the first biography of such a won-
derful personality. The second person who was generous with me, and with
whom 1 always had a bright, kind and sincere friendship was professor Afet
Inan, the adoptive daughter of the great citizen, and very much loved by him.

Years later, when destiny took me back again to the country where poet-
ry and art always flourished, the art that we always admire at the incom-
parable dome of the Selimiye, of Sinan, the poems and pages inspired by
their genial writers, and in the same way fine arts, once, when we were visit-
ing the Anitkabir, he mentioned that the cities and monuments turn into ruins
with time, whereas poems, thoughts and spiritual works which have created
history, last forever, I meditated about the idea that this truth would last

beyond time limits themselves.

He also stated that a biography of Tutank Amon written by a person con-
temporary of the pharaoh’s was not the same as one written after he had been
turned info a muminy.

I cannot but relate these words to so many Turkish characters that are not
with us any more.

A short time ago, when the president of Turkey, Mpr. Sitleyman Demirel,

* This conference which was organized by Presidency of Atatirk Research Center was
given at Turkish Language Institution on Qctober 27th, 1995,




814 J.BLANCO VILLALTA

was visiting our faraway country, he described in such a truthful manner the
present dimension of his country inside the major international organisations,
as well as the vast dimension of constant evolution and progress of his noble
nation. It was a speech containing such vital concepts on the present world in
transition, I deemed it convenient to quote here some parts of it, which sum-
marise his vision of the current world, a world undergoing deep evolution:

When president Menem first visited Turkey in 1992, he planted the seeds
of a friendship that is beginning to bear its fruits. The existing relations bet-
ween our countries are on their way to becoming an extensive partnership
based on mutual coperation. This coincides with the economic reform measures
taken in our respective countries, to better integrate them with the rest of the
world.

He says: "The global picture of our world in 1995 is very different from
the one five years ago,

Our world is undergoing rapid changes. The end of the cold war and the
ensuing dramatic development put an end to ideological rifts. They led to the
redefinition of international politics.

On the one hand, the spirit of democracy has been maintained. The glo-
bal commitment to the principles of respect for human rights, the rule of law
and fundamental freedoms have become universally accepted norms, Historic
breakthroughs were achieved in South Africa and the Middle East, more
than 20 new states have emerged in Europe and Asia.

On the other hand, the eruption of ethnic nationalism, racism, tribalism,
fundamentalism and terrorism has caused new conflicts, They have emerged
as new threats to international peace and security, acts of aggression in the
Balkans and in the Caucasus have shocked the world. Racial hatred has re-
surfaced. Hundreds of thousands of people have been killed or wounded in
parts of the globe where genocide was committed. Millions have become refu-
gees in face of all these scourges, the united nations and other organisations
were unable to shoulder the responsibilities expected from them."

I'would like to mention that this very kind invitation, coming from such
a high institution contains, in its origin, the kind words used by president Mz.
Demirel when he mentioned me in his speech at the official reception held by
our president in his honour. I had had the honour te speak to him when he
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was prime minister. In the time of my tenure as ambassador to Ankara.

For many of you who do not know me, would like to explain that I ar-
rived in this wonderful country in 1950 which would later on become the sub-
ject matter of many of my books, and that this is the seventh time that I have
the tremendous pleasure to visit it once again. Actually, more than visits,
they are deep and dear memories of this nation and of the revolutionary spit-
it of Atatiirk. T had the honour to meet Atatiirk and of writing a testimony on
his prodigious personality, which was published in Buenos Aires, months af-
ter he passed away, due to language reasons, it was more than thirty years
later that the first biography of the great citizen was pusiished by the Tiirk
Tarih Kurumu, in 1979, and by the ministry of culture of Turkey, three years
later,

I admit that I oriented my life towards literature, by writing books about
the history and literature of this dear country, to which T can add an endless
naumber of conferences and articles, through the years, my last visit to Turkey
goes back to 1981, when invited by the Bogazigi University, I participated as
the only south American at the International Conference on Atatiirk, held in
Istanbul.

At the end of the conference — attended by representatives of forty count-
ries — where I spoke about the subject "The Universality of the Thoughts of
Atatiirk" T was invited by president Mr. Kenan Evren, who informed me that
on the following year, the translation into Turkish of the biography I had
written on the architect of the new Turkey, would be published by the Minis-
try of Tourism and Culture, with a foreword by him. Two years before that,
President of General Staff had honoured me-in my opinion, excessively -~
granting me the "Hizmet Madalya”, being the first civilian who had re-
ceived this award,

I am also very grateful to president Mr. Fahri Korutirk and to his succes-
sor for having honoured me in such a way. This leads me to think that [ was

not wrong in my appreciation of the wonderful works of Atatiirk.

I remember that when I arrived in Ankara as head of mission, I gave
president Korutiirk a bust of Atatirk, made by a great Argentine sculptor San-
tiago Chierico. The president admired his work, and donated it to the state,

and thus it was placed in the Palace of Cankaya.
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Before starting the sessions of the conference on the one Hundredth Anni-
versary of the great citizen, I showed my speech to my friend professor Enver
Ziya Karal, whom I remember very well, and who read the work, in which I
said that Atatlirk had not been a reformer but rather a revolutionary. He aut-
horised me to read the paper and support the thesis, in case, it was ques-
tioned.

I would like to go back in time, to 1923, when Turkey was proclaimed a
republic, in Ankara, 22 years before the charter of the United Nations was

written. A scheme for a better world and constantly de\?eloping the ideals of

peace, international justice, and understanding in all order of things. Let us
think of the great visionary Atatiirk, without losing sight of the perspectives
and the evolution of political theories and in particular economic and social
platforms.

Atatiirk did not reform the constitution of the Emplre, drastlcally, ina
revolu’uonary act, but instead he substituted it by a totally different one: A
republican constitution, with a really modern conception of political theory.
Therefore, the obsolete Empire, the military recession of which started in
front of the walls of Vienna in 1683, was going back, step by step, inexorably,
until he was stoped, drastically, by a powerful genius, one of the greatest cép—
tains in history: Mustafa KerﬁaL at the shore of the river Sakaria on Septem-
ber 13, 1921, in the heart of Aﬁatolia, from this victory - difficult to value

without going into the field of myths — the great revolutionary man organised -

a republic of modern ideals. The Great National Assembly, here, Ankara of

ancient history, declared as capital of Turkey on October 13, 1923. In her the

Great National Assembly proclaimed the Republic of Turkey, 16 days later.

From the field of the international political struggles, a fact linked to
the successful revolutionary movement in Turkey, not only Mustafa Kemal, but
also his supporters had to carry out a diplomatic activity in accordance with
the activities of the cruel war which was shedding the blood of the Turkish
people. The central empires had to bear the ruthlessness of the winners. The

dissectors of history tend to believe that the strict clauses of the treaties of

Versailles, Trianon, Saint-Germain planted the seeds of World War II. The
Treaty of Sévres made in August 10, 1920 by the weak delegates of the Sultan,
but already the armistice, known as the Armistice of Mudros, was ready on
the 30th of October and was signed on that day by Admiral Gough Calthorpe
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in the name of all the allies, and by the Turkish mission. The text consisted of
twenty—five articles, of which eleven assured the British fleet of the comp-
lete control of the straits. The Turkish army was to be demobilised, the garri-
sons of the Hejaz, Yemen, Syria and Mesopotarhia were to surrender, while ar-
ticle seven placed Turkey at the mercy of her conquerors. For it said: "In the
event of a situation arising which threatens the security of the allies, the al-

lies will have the right to occupy any strategic points",

Thus, the document ending hostilities between the entente and the Otto-
man Empire had been signed on board his majestys's warship 'Agamemnon’
the Turkish government foresaw that Turkey would be reduced to Anatolia
and part of thrace; however, they were confident that the allies, who
preached the right of nationalities to live in freedom, would assure the free-
dom of the Turkish peoples within their national frontiers.

During the occupation of the straits and of the very capital city by the
allies and the disembarking of the Greeks in {zmir, the following year, Mus-
tafa Kemal, the general on duty, meditated alone, at his home, at the then
modern neighbourhood of Sisli at the pearl of the Bosphorous. He totally re-
jected the attitude of the Sultan and of his supporters, for being unacceptable
and senseless. Kemal in his house at $isli did not favour these unworthy solu-
tions, which were against logic; had they any idea whether Great Britain in-
tended to keep the Empire together as a unit? The treaties and arrangements
which she had made with the other powers and the Arabs made such a possi-
bility out of the question, but, above all else, Turkey, the Turkish people had
the right. Through their ancient traditions of culture and glory to live freely
within their own frontiers. "No!" thought Kemal. "Turkey must save herself
or perish!"

The Ottoman Empire had collapsed. Her enormous territory was occupied
by her conquerors, who were not going to give it back; there remained Anatolia,
Turkish land, cradle and tomb of mnumerable generations of Tirks. The life of
Turkey was there, and there lay her hope, inthe hearts of that people silent
then, worn out by long wars, bled dry, fearful of the invasion which was expect-
ed on all their frontiers, yet full of life and love for their mountains, their fer-
tile plains and rivers, indomitable defenders of their hearths.

Kemal believed in his people; he had been able to see their fine self-
denial and stoicism on the fields of battle. Such a people deserved to know a
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better future. He was sitting beside a wide window which allowed the cold
sunt of the last winter, days to enter through the net curtains, through his
people and he felt their pain, equal to his own. In the wide avenue outside, a
British Patrol broke through his patriotic thoughts with their rhythmic

step. There was born in his heart the idea of armed opposition to foreign in-
tervention.

His physique had suffered from his spiritual pains. It scemed as if ten or
fifteen years had passed through the lines of his face, and marked the signs
of premature age in grey tones. If they had seen that man sitting motionless in
a chair, as if paralysed, his soldiers who had accompanied him in so many
battles would scarcely have recognised in him the commander with nerves of
steel and inexhaustible energy; yet, if they had been able to see the vistas
which were contained in the depths of his deep pupils. They would have dis-

cerned an intense vitality. It was in that white house in Sisli that Kemal
conceived the soul of the new Turkey.

How nice it would be to remember those years of permanent struggle, of
victories in which Mustafa, a wonderful strategist, created new tactics, one as
he foresaw. The imminent and memorable battle of Sakaria, in which the en-
emy suffered such a harsh defeat, destroying the belief that in keeping the
lines of defense lay the basis for success, he said: "There are no liries of de-
fense, but instead an area of defense, and that is the whole country, not an
inch of territory of this nation can be abandoned without previously shedding
the blood of its citizens. Each unit, big or small, can be displaced from its posi-
tions, but they shall have to rebuild a front in the first place in which they
can seltle and continue the battle. The units seeing their neighbours being
forced to withdraw should not link their fate to theirs, they have the obliga-
tion to resist in their positions until the end.”

To describe with emotional words the atmosphere felt a short time be-
fore the start of the Great Battle, I would like to mention the writer Halide
Edip, a woman emancipated from the old customs, who had come at Kemal's
call to fight for the revolution, and inflamed the people with their ardent
oratory. In her book "The Turkish Ordeal” she recounts her first visit as a sol-
dier to the generalissimo at Alagéz: "The narrow village road is full of holes,
muddy and dark. I think it is after midnight. We cross a little bridge and
make for the largest of the houses on the other side of the stream. I recognise
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Kemal's personal guards, with their black tunics, like those worn by men of
the black sea, it is a half-ruined house. The Pasa's aide-de-camp takes me to
his room, which is the only one with a gas lamp. Mustafa Kemal stands up. It
is clear that his rib is still causing him much pain, as he walks with difficul-
ty and rests himself against the wooden table which is in the middle of the
room”.

At that moment I went towards Mustafa Kemal with veneration in my
heart. In that humble Anatolian house, he was the incarnation of the decision
of young men to die, so that the nation should live. No palace, title, or power
would make him as great as he was in that room, from which he was to lead
the Tirks to their final effort to resist complete annihilation. T went to him
and kissed his hand."

The Treaty of Lausanne, in 1923, marks the victory of the revolutionary
movement of Mustafa Kemal, of utmost importance internationally, as it did
away with the strict and compulsive Treaty of Sevres of 1920, which meant
the total destruction of Turkey.

Atatiirk did not try to change the constitution of the Osmanli Empire: In
a revolutionary way, he merely replaced it by a totally different one.

Analysing the constitutional evolution of the Republic, would take long-
er than I wish to expand myself on this today.

The ideals and achievements of the Constructor of the new Turkey seen
from the present times coincide with the basic principles and purposes of the
United Nations charter, constantly guiding the understanding among nations
and among men. The search for peace and respect of human rights and for the
freedom of mankind, without distinction of race, sex, language or religion. He

fought so much for these basic concepts.

Undoubtedly, he was a humanist, a philosopher, who endeavoured the
acceptance of these ideals, in a human environment not prepared to under-
stand his theories on society, economics, freedom of thought, which was very

long ago, but now in perspective, it shows his clairvoyance.

I ask for your permission to put forward some ideas, the purpose of which
is not to convince anybody. Atatiirk never tried to reform the old Ottoman leg-
istation: He merely acted with the sensitivity and conviction of a revolution-
ary man. He did not intend to change the coranic laws, he simply proposed to
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the great assembly the more modern codes which had proven to be more effec-
tive, as the civil code of Switzerland. Therefore, the situation of women in
Turkey underwent a radical change, as well as the commercial code, the law

of procedure inspired in the Beavchatel, the German maritime code, the crim-
inal code of Italy.

[ believe it is not easy to apply the term "reform" to totally revolution-
ary endeavours, in the true sense of this word.,

72 years have elapsed since the proclaiming of the republic — a rather
revolutionary fact in a theocratic empire. The same holds true for the aboli-
tion of the Caliphate of Turkey; but there was no intention to eliminate the
Islamic past nor to attack religion. This was about understanding that one
thing is politics, economics and social administration of a republican state,
and another thing is creed, two different but not opposite things.

The wise words of the Mecele, in the sense that the laws change when
things change with time, are apphied to the revolutionary actions of Atatirk
as well as to the works of the government leaders who succeeded him; in par-
ticular, the developer and evolutionary president, Mr. Demirel.

There are many testimonies about the astounding and victorious Kemal-
ist revolution. One, of utmost importance and very positive, is the fact that a
Turkish woman became prime minister.

Mrs. Tansu Ciller is another one of the succesful achievements of the
great citizen's revolutionary history; the epitome of his wonderful vision of
that Turkey which is increasingly prestigious in the international community.
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