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The Heads of the Islamic Supreme Committee in Bay al-Maqdis leading the
Resistance against the Occupation: Sheikh Dr. Akrama Sabri as a model
ABSTRACT: Israel was forcibly established as an artificial entity occupying an area
of 78% of Palestine in the year 1948, and attempted to exterminate the Palestinian
people as well as their memory and civilization. This entity was built at the expense
of other people, 85% of whom were displaced. In June 1967, Israel launched a war
that resulted in its occupation of the remainder of Palestine. After two days of
fighting, Israeli occupation forces entered the eastern part of the city of Jerusalem,
which had been under Jordanian rule since the Nakba of 1948. In compliance with
the provisions of Islamic jurisprudence which dictate that Muslims should manage
their own religious affairs, a group of Muslim scholars and countrymen issued a
historic statement on 24 July 1967 and announced the formation of The Islamic
Supreme Committee in Bayt al-Maqdis, which would assume control of the Awqaf,
Islamic Affairs and Holy Sites, and would supervise the Sharia courts, and which
included the Restoration Committee of Al-Agsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock.
Since its inception, the Islamic Supreme Committee functioned as an independent
Islamic body based in Jerusalem led by jurists, muftis, politicians, lawyers, and
other respected persondlities. The first chairmen of the Committee was the late
Sheikh Abdul Hamid Al-Sayeh, who stayed in office for only two months as the
occupation authorities deported him to Jordan. He was succeeded by a number of
Jerusalemite scholars until the current president, Sheikh Dr. Ikrima Saeed Sabri,
held this office in 1998. This study finds that establishing the Committee was a real
challenge to the occupation’s forces and has spoiled much of their plans. The
Committee was also established as an important player in matters related to
Jerusalem and Palestine in general. This study sheds particular light on the period
in which Sheikh Dr. Ikrima Sabri led the Committee since 1998. This was a period
that has been very critical for the region, witnessing the Oslo accords and the Wye
River negotiations, the second intifada in 2000, the martyrdom of Yasser Arafat, a
historic Leader of the Palestinian people in 2004, as well as major international
events such as the invasion of Irag. In these circumstances, Jerusalem witnessed a
higher level of aggressiveness from the occupiers, who have rejected all
international agreements and treaties and is moving towards Judaising the city
and eliminating its Arab and Islamic identity dating back to time immemorial. This
has required the Supreme Islamic Committee and its chairmen to fully carry out
their historic responsibilities, requiring vigilance and vigorous follow-up, which has
in turn created a situation of direct clash with the occupation forces as they begin
to monitor all its activities and who seek from time to time to restrict it at various

levels.

KEYWORDS: The Islamic Supreme Committee, Bayt al-Maqdis, Jerusalem,
Judaisation, Zionist Occupation, Resistance.
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