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Uzun asirlardir Islam medeniyetinin bir parcasi ve dnciisii
durumunda olan Tiirkiye, 20. Yiizyilda siyasi, hukuki, sosyal ve
kiltiirel alanlarda radikal bir degisim ve doniisiime imza atmistir.
Bu siirecin kuskusuz en 6nemli adimu biitiin kavram ve kurumlartyla
timmet donemini birakip millet dénemine gegmek olmustur. Millet
yapist ve milli devlet, cumhuriyet rejiminin benimsenmesi ve ilaniyla
kurulmustur. Bu yeni donemde her deger ve kurum gibi din ile
iliskilerin de yeni anlay1s ¢ercevesinde belirlenip yapilandirilmistir.
Islam medeniyet tarihinde dini hizmetleri veren veya koordine eden
kadilkudatlik, seyhiilislamlik, evkaf idaresi, suun-1 ser’iyye/diniyye
gibi adlarla amlan kurumlar olmakla beraber “Diyanet isleri” adiyla
belki de ilk defa Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nde karsilastyoruz (1924).
Pek ¢ok tarihgi, sosyal bilimci laik Cumhuriyet Tiirkiye’sinin,
Tiirklerin, Osmanl gegmisinden tamamen bir kopus hatta redd-i
miras oldugunu diisiinmislerdir. Oysa akademik aragtirmalar
Osmanli’nin son asirlardaki 1slahatmin “milli Cumhuriyet”in sosyal,
siyasi, ekonomik, kiiltiirel ve bu arada dini yeniliklerine kavram ve
kurumlartyla 6nemli bir zemin hazirladigina isaret etmektedirler.

Bu yonde adimlara veya egilimlere Osmanli’nin son asrinda

bazi alanlarda da rastlanmaktadir. II. Mahmud’un 1slahati (1809-
1839), arkasindan Tanzimat (1839-1876) ve Mesrutiyet donemleri
(1876-1918) Osmanl1 devlet yapisinda ve toplumsal hayatta, resmi
okullar, yeni laik yargi kurumlar ve kanunlar gibi Avrupa’i tarzda
diizenlemeleri hayata gegirdi. Bunlar da ulemanin ve dolayisiyla
Islami hiikiimlerin alanimi daraltti. Ozellikle Geng Tiirkler ve Ittihat-
Terakki'nin reform siyaseti yenilesmede cesaretli ¢ikislardi.
Diyanet, ad1 ve islevleriyle Tiirkiye’ye has 6zgiin bir kurum olma
niteligi tagimaktadir. Yeni devletin ve rejimin ilanindan yaklagik

alti ay gibi kisa bir siirede viicut bulan bu kurum, bir asra yaklagan
cumhuriyet tarihindeki bunca siyasi, sosyal, ekonomik ve kiiltiirel
degisim ve doniisiimlere ragmen varligini anayasal diizeye
yiikselerek siirdiirmektedir ve neredeyse vazgegilmez bir nitelik
kazanmis durumdadir. Cumhuriyet Diyanet Isleri Baskanlig1,

bu gecmisi veya tarihi boyutu ile Tiirkiye’de dini kurumlara
giiven(ilirlik), derinlik, tecriibe ve birikim saglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Diyanet [sleri Baskanhgi, Seyhiilislamlik,
ifta, Kaza

ABSTRACT

Turkey, a part of and the leader of Islamic
civilization for the long centuries, has
gone through a radical change and
transformation in the areas of political,
legal, and social and cultural in the 20th
century. Undoubtedly, the most crucial
step of this process was to leave the
ummah period with all its concepts and
institutions behind and move forward

to the nation period. The structure of
nation and nation-state were established
by the adoption and declaration of the
republic. In this new era, like every value
and institution the relations with religion
were redetermined and restructured
within the framework of new regime.
While there have been institutions

such as 'kadilkudatlik', 'seyhiilislamhik',
‘evkaf idaresi', 'suun-1 ser’iyye/diniyye'
that provide or coordinate the religious
services throughout the history of
Islamic civilization, we are probably
encountering with an institution name

of "Religious Affairs" for the first time
in the Republic of Turkey (1924). Many
historians, social scientists, considered
that the secular Republic of Turkey, the
Turks is in a total rupture between the
Ottoman history and modern Turkish
state and even it was a denial of whole
heritage. However, academic researches
point out that the reform of the Ottoman
Empire in the last centuries paved the
way for the social, political, economic,
cultural and religious innovations of the
'national Republic' with its concepts and
institutions. Steps or inclinations in this
direction are also observed in some areas
in the last century of the Ottoman Empire.
11. Mahmud's reform (1809-1839),
followed by the Tanzimat (1839-1876)
and Constitutional periods (1876-1918)
led to adoption and implementation of
European-style practices like formal
schools, new secular judicial institutions
and laws in the Ottoman state structure
and social life. Those practices narrowed
down the Islamic scholars' field of work
and thus the Islamic provisions. Reform
policy of Young Turks in particular and
the Committee of Union and Progress
were courageous initiatives. Presidency
of Religious Affairs, is unique as an
institution intrinsic to Turkey by its name
and duty. This institution, established in
a short period of time as six months after
the declaration of the new nation state and
the regime, has maintained its existence
by rising to the constitutional level
despite all the political, social, economic
and cultural changes and transformations
in the history of republic with about a
century-year-old and has become almost
indispensable institution. Presidency of
Religious Affairs, has provided trust,
reliability, experience and knowledge to
the religious institutions in Turkey with
its background and history.

Keywords: Presidency of Religious
Affairs, Seyhiilislamlik, iftaa, qada.
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