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Abstract

Nowadays, sustainability and sustainable development objectives should become the focus of all
operations. As a result of this requirement, the roles expected from the professional accountant and the
competencies required by the professional accountant have changed. It is stated that professional
accountants have important roles in creating value, maintaining value and reporting for all capital
elements. In order to carry out these roles successfully, professional accountants should be trained in
sustainability issues. In this study, it is aimed to examine the existence, number and intensity of courses
related to sustainability in accounting curricula of higher education institutions in our country. For this
purpose, criterion words related to sustainability themes were determined and accounting curricula were
subjected to content analysis with Maxgda 2020 program using criterion words. According to the results
of the analysis, it can be said that the number of courses related to sustainability has a very low

percentage of the total number of courses in the curriculum.
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Sustainability in Accounting Education Given by Turkey Higher Education Institutions

Turkiye Yiiksekogretim Kurumlarinda Verilen Muhasebe Egitiminde Strdurulebilirlik

Oz
Giiniimiizde, siirdiiriilebilirlik ve siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma amaglar1 tiim faaliyetlerin odak noktas1 haline
gelmistir. Bunun bir sonucu olarak, muhasebe meslek mensubundan beklenen roller, muhasebe meslek
mensubunun sahip olmasi gereken yetkinlikler de degismistir. Muhasebe meslek mensuplarinin tim
sermaye unsurlari i¢in deger yaratma, yaratilan degeri siirdiirme ve raporlamada 6nemli rolleri oldugu
ifade edilmektedir. Bu rollerin basartyla yiiriitiilmesi icin muhasebe meslek mensuplarinin
surdiiriilebilirlik konularinda da egitim almasi gerekmektedir. Bu ¢alismada, Ulkemizde yiiksekdgretim
kurumlari muhasebe miifredatlarinda siirdiiriilebilirlige iliskin derslerin varligi, sayisi ve yogunlugunun
incelenmesi amaglanmistir. Bu amag¢ dogrultusunda, siirdiiriilebilirlik temalarina iligkin 6l¢iit kelimeler
belirlenmis, muhasebe miifredatlar: belirlenen 6lgiit kelimeler kullanilarak Maxqda 2020 programi ile
igerik analizine tabi tutulmustur. Analiz sonuglarina goére, siirdiiriilebilirlige iliskin ders sayisinin

mifredatta bulunan toplam ders sayisinin gok diisiik bir yiizdesine sahip oldugu s6ylenebilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye 'de muhasebe egitimi, stirdiiriilebilirlik, cevre, sosyal
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Introduction

Professional accountant is defined as

“an individual who achieves, demonstrates, and further develops professional
competence to perform a role in the accountancy profession and who is required
to comply with a code of ethics as directed by a professional accountancy
organization or a licensing authority” (IFAC-1AESB, 2017: 21).

In order for a person to be a professional accountant, she/he must complete her/his vocational
education and have professional competence. According to International Federation of
Accountants-International Accounting Education Standards Board (IFAC-IAESB) (2017),
professional knowledge, professional skills and professional values, ethics and attitude should

be gained in accounting education.

In Turkey, the conditions for being a professional accountant has regulated by The Professional
Law Numbered of 3568. In Article 4 of the Law No. 3568 (Law), general conditions for being
a profession, special conditions for being a free accountant and financial advisor in Article 5,
and provisions on internship in Article 6 are regulated. According to those, in order to become
a professional accountant (certified public accountant), it is necessary to graduate from the law,
business, economics, accounting, banking, public administration and political sciences
undergraduate or graduate departments of universities, to be successful in the starting an
internship examination that is done by the Basic Education and Internship Center (Temel Egitim
ve Staj Merkezi-TESMER), to have received the certified public accountant license after the
exam that has been done after at least 3 years of internship. According to Article 2 of the Law,
certified public accountant regulate the books, documents and declarations of enterprises,
establish and develop accounting systems, organize accounting, finance, financial legislation,
and provide consultancy on these matters, and can inspect and control all these issues.
According to the 9th article of the law, at least 10 years of professional accountant with the title
of freelance accountant can be a certified accountant on condition that they pass the exam and
get a license. Chartered accountants can perform the duties of independent accountant financial
advisor, other than keeping books. However, “chartered accountants cannot keep accounting
books, cannot open an accounting office and cannot be partners in accounting offices” (Law

No. 3568, Article 2).
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Ayboga (2003) emphasized the importance of the accounting profession as follows:

“The accountancy profession is an institution that needs to be emphasized
because it is the only element that will provide reliable information in determining
the resources, especially for the countries at development level, and it is the only
way to expand the audit function nationwide ” (Ayboga, 2003: 341).

Increased in the risk of exhaustion of scarce resources due to globalization has caused the
concepts of sustainability and sustainable development to be the focus of all activities. In other
words, today, effective distribution and use of scarce resources have become the most important
issue for the whole world. Therefore, creating long-term value, and more importantly, creating
net positive value should be the main objective for all capital elements used and affected by the

business.

According to International Federation of Accountants (IFAC) (2019a), the main trends today
are long-term success and performance in terms of multiple capital elements, risk management
for multiple capital elements, technology and sustainability-based business models that will
provide more value to customers and stakeholders at low cost. In order to catch up with these
trends and to be successful, professional members should “change their path from balance sheet
accounting to business and value creation accounting” (IFAC, 2019a: 10). The transition from
balance sheet accounting to business and value creation accounting expressed by IFAC (2019a)

is given in Figure 1.

THE JOURNEY FROM ACCOUNTING
FOR THE BALANCE SHEET TO
ACCOUNTING FOR THE BUSINESS

AND VALUE CREATION Accounting for
the business

Being at the heart
of decision making
requires:
Shifting to a pivotal Insight
role enabled by: Performance —
Communicating
Comprehensive Customer focus Risk management the story of the
understanding Digital & data driven Communication business focused
and confidence on the pivotal
in business Gr‘ovvth & change Trust issues of value
performance mindset Integrity & creation and
Accounting for & results Talent & skills professionalism preservation
the balance sheet

Figure 1. The journey from accounting fort he balance sheet to accounting for the business
and value creation
Source: IFAC, 2019a: 10
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As seen in Figure 1, the concept of accounting for the business refers to the execution and
reporting of business activities focused on creating and maintaining value. “Value creation, the
process that results in increases, decreases or transformations of the capitals caused by the
organization’s business activities and outputs” (International Integrated Reporting Council-
IIRC, 2013: 33). In today's world where sustainable development concept and goals are
extremely important, value creation should not be evaluated only in terms of financial capital.
It is an inevitable fact that in order to achieve business goals and be successful, it should be
focused on creating value for social capital, human capital and natural capital, which are
referred to as non-financial capital elements, as well as financial capital, intellectual capital and

produced capital.

There are certain roles assigned to professional accountants to achieve the goal of creating value
in terms of all capital elements. According to IFAC (2019c), the professional accountants have
seven important roles in increasing their contribution to strong, sustainable businesses, financial
markets and economies, including co-pilot role, navigator role, brand protector role, storyteller
role, digital and technology enabler role, process and control expert role, trusted professional.
According to IFAC (2011), the roles of professional accountants are the roles of creating
sustainable value, providing sustainable value, preserving sustainable value and reporting

sustainable value.

The differentiation of the roles and competencies expected from professional accountants will
also lead to differences in the job and positions of professional accountants. The Chief Value
Officer (CVO) proposed by Mervyn King and Jill Atkins, the sustainability accounting manager
position proposed by Institute of Management Accountants-IMA (2018) is one of the most
important examples of differentiation in the job and positions of the professional accountant.
According to King (2017), the chief financial officer (CFO) must be reshaped and must be the
Chief Value Officer (CVO), as they provide the real change in the business.

Proposing these new competencies, jobs and positions is an indication that information
production on non-financial issues is expected, as well as generating financial information from
the accounting profession. These developments naturally require some changes and
developments in the education of the professional accountant. Sustainability issues should also

be considered in the education of professional accountants.
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Based on this, the purpose in this study is examine to presence, number and intensity course
related to sustainability courses in accounting curriculum in the higher education institutions in
Turkey which providing training in associate degree, bachelor degree, master degree and
doctoral degree. For this purpose, in this study, the curriculum of accounting education in
Turkey higher education institutions will be subjected to content analysis with analysis program

in Maxquda 20.

Literature Review

There are studies in the literature that examine the relationship between accounting education
and sustainability. Some of these studies have been examined in here.

Chulian (2011) aimed to investigate whether the addition of a sustainability accounting course
in business curriculums influences students' perceptions of sustainable development. To this
end, students were asked questions at the beginning and end of the course period. In line with
the answers received from the students, it was observed that there was a difference in students'

perceptions of sustainable development at the beginning and end of the course period.

In their study, Mburayi and Wall (2018) conducted a literature review to determine to what
extent and how sustainability is included in the accounting and finance curriculums in business
schools. As a result of their work, they concluded that accounting and finance lag behind when
compared to other management disciplines, and that corporate loyalty is the strongest obstacle

in integrating sustainability into accounting curricula.

Peyrovan (2019) conducted a survey study in order to reveal the views of accounting students
about sustainable development and how sustainable development relates to their future, and the
inclusion of sustainable development in accounting curricula. As a result of the survey, it was
revealed that the students have positive perceptions towards sustainable development, but they
do not have a positive attitude towards the inclusion of sustainable development in the

accounting curricula.
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Onyango et al. (2018) conducted their studies to determine the relationship between social
reporting, environmental reporting and sustainability accounting. As a result of their studies,

they stated that universities should include sustainability issues in their curricula.

Zulkifli (2011) investigated the perspectives of accounting educators in social and
environmental accounting elements and roles in Malaysia and their interest in social and
environmental accounting. As a result of the research, it has concluded that accounting
educators have a positive attitude towards the elements that are used to develop moral
awareness on social and environmental issues, and that they see social and environmental

accounting education as an appropriate tool to raise awareness.

Giney and Damar (2016) tried to examine the concept of sustainability in terms of accounting

profession and its place in accounting education.

Boyce et al. (2019) aimed to determine the degree of liberality and sociability in their
accounting curricula as part of the educational reform carried out at Australian and New
Zealand universities. For this purpose, they analyzed the websites of 39 universities and
analyzed the frequency of ethical, social, environmental and sustainability words in their

accounting curriculum with NVIVO analysis program.

Hazelton and Haigh (2010) wrote the results of their efforts to include sustainable development
principles in their accounting curricula. They stated that they have achieved some success as a
result of their efforts to include sustainable development principles in their accounting
curricula. However, they stated that their attempts were blocked since a continuous change is
not wanted by professional student societies and the curriculum consists of many lessons for

the development of professional skills.

Methodology

Purpose of the Study

In order to adapt to the requirements of the age, professional accountants and candidates must
increase their technological knowledge and skills. Another requirement is that professional

accountants and candidates have the competence to create and report on sustainable value in
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order to protect the rights of future generations to meet their needs. Accounting education has
an important role in the training of professional accountants with these competencies.

According to the 5th article of the Law No. 3568, one of the special conditions of being certified
public accountant is to be a graduate in law, business, economics, accounting, banking, public
administration and political sciences. Those who have a bachelor's degree from other disciplines
may have one of the special conditions of being a profession if they complete their postgraduate
education in one of these disciplines. It should be stated that those who have graduated at the
associate degree level in our country can enter the Vertical Transfer Exam held by the Turkish
Student Selection and Placement Center (T.C.Ogrenci Se¢me ve Yerlestirme Merkezi-OSYM)

and pass their undergraduate programs related to their departments.

In line with these explanations, the aim of this study is to examine the existence, number and
intensity of the courses related to sustainability in the curricula of higher education institutions
that provide accounting education at associate, undergraduate and graduate levels in our

country.

Participants and Data Collection Instruments

In this study, higher education institutions that provide accounting education in associate,
undergraduate, graduate degree in Turkey was selected as research universe. As of December
2019, information on the universities that provide accounting education at the undergraduate
and graduate levels that constitute the research universe is given in Table 1. YOK Atlas, which
was put into service by the Higher Education Institution (Yiiksekogretim Kurumu-YOK), was

used to determine the research universe seen in Table 1.

According to information obtained from the YOK Atlas, "Accounting and Tax Applications"
program in associate degree from 96 universities' vocational schools in Turkey are 288. When
these programs are analyzed, it is seen that some universities have standardized their accounting
curricula in vocational schools. Therefore, standardized accounting curricula are included in
the study as a single curriculum, and 129 curricula at the associate degree were examined. Also
in this study, 13 program curricula at undergraduate level, 35 program curriculum at graduate

level and 13 program curriculum at doctorate level were examined. Information on the courses
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forming the curriculum was obtained from the information package available on the

universities' websites.

Table 1

Accounting programs curriculum that examined within the scope of the research

Number of Number

Erogram University Faculty / Academy Curriculum Curriculum  of
egree .
Reviewed Courses
288 "Accounting and
Associate Vocational High Schools Tax Applications" 129 7461
program curriculum
Usak School Of Applied Sciences ﬁ?g?;g?ig% Systems 381
. Faculty of Business and Accounting and
Istanbul Okan Admir?/istrative Sciences Auditing ’ 51
IEzlfcl) lnromi Faculty of Business ﬁﬁg?tﬁggng and 80
Accounting and
Kayseri School Of Applied Sciences Financial 54
Management
Necmettin . . A_ccour_lting and
Erbakan School Of Applied Sciences Financial 71
Management
Accounting and
Bagkent Faculty of Commercial Sciences Financial 75
Management
. . Accounting and
Istanbul Faculty of Economics and - :
Undergraduate Aydin Admir?/istrative Sciences Financial 13 v
Management
Burdur Bucak Zeliha Tolunay School of  Accounting and
Mehmet Akif  Applied Technology and Financial 57
Ersoy Business Management
- Bucak Zeliha Tolunay School of ~ Accounting and
%;lfr?aﬁltkl Applied Technology and Financial 86
Business Management
Accounting and
Istanbul Arel ~ School of Applied Sciences Financial 64
Management
Afyon Bo_lvadln School of Applied Accounting 73
Kocatepe Sciences
Trakya Uz_unkt')pru School of Applied Accounting 286
Sciences
Girne School of Applied Social .
Amerikan Sciences i Accounting 59
Afyon Institute of Social Sciences- . .
K];)(/:atepe Business Administration-Thesis Accounting Finance 22
Agn Ibrahim  Institute of Social Sciences- . .
. S - Accounting Finance 49
Cegen Business Administration
Institute of Social Sciences-
Akdeniz Business Administration-thesis ~ Accounting Finance 40
Master and_non-thesis _ 35
Institute of Graduate Studies-
Department of Business . .
Altinbas Adﬁwinistration-thesis and non- Accounting Auditing 12
thesis
Institute of Social Sciences-
Anadolu Department of Business Accounting Finance 16

Administration-Thesis
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Atilim

Balikesir

Bagkent

Beykent

Burdur
Mehmet Akif
Ersoy

Uludag

Dokuz Eylil

Ege

Hacettepe
Isik

Inénii
Istanbul Arel

Istanbul
Aydin

Istanbul Bilgi
Istanbul Okan
Istanbul
[zmir
Demokrasi

Kayseri

Kirikkale
Kocaeli

Dumlupinar

Celal Bayar

Marmara

Mugla Sitki
Kogman

Institute of Social Sciences-
Department of Business
Administration-Thesis
Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Department of Business
Administration-Thesis and Non-
thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Department of Business
Administration-Thesis and Non-
thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Department of Accounting and
Finance-Thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Department of Business
Administration-Thesis and Non-
thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Department of Business
Administration-Thesis and Non-
thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Department of Business
Administration-Thesis
Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis and Non-thesis
Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis and Non-thesis
Institute of Graduate Studies-
Thesis

Institute of Graduate Studies-
Non-Thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis and Non-thesis
Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis

Institute of Graduate Studies-
Department of Accounting And
Finance Management -Thesis
Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis

Institute of Social Sciences-
Department of Business
Administration-Thesis
Institute of Social Sciences-
Department of Business
Administration-Thesis
Institute of Social Sciences-
Thesis

Accounting and
Auditing

Accounting Finance

Accounting and
Finance

Accounting Finance

Accounting and
Finance

Accounting and
Auditing

Accounting

Accounting

Accounting Finance

Accounting and
Auditing

Accounting Finance
Accounting Auditing
Accounting Auditing
Accounting Auditing
Accounting Auditing
Accounting

Accounting Finance

Accounting

Accounting Finance
Accounting Finance

Accounting Finance

Accounting Finance

Accounting Finance

Accounting Finance

23

19

24

25

35

38

15

22

16

11

32

24

25

25

11

30

22

25

30

19

23

21

36
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Osmaniye Institute of Social Sciences- . .
Korkut Xta Thesis and Non-thesis Accounting Finance 43
Institute of Social Sciences-
Department of Business . .
Pamukkale Adrr)ninistration-Thesis and Non- Accounting Finance 22
thesis
Institute of Social Sciences-
Sakarya Department of Business Accounting Finance 24
Administration-Thesis
Siileyman Institute of Social S_ciences- _ _
. Department of Business Accounting Finance 75
Demirel . . .
Administration-Thesis
Trakya Instit_ute of Social Sc_iences- Accounting Auditing 33
Thesis and Non-thesis
Yeditepe Institute of Social Sciences- Accounting Finance 21
Thesis
Institute of Social Sciences-
Anadolu Department of Business Accounting 16
Administration
Institute of Social Sciences-
Atatiirk Department of Business Accounting Finance 16
Administration
Balikesir Institute of Social Sciences Accounting Finance 22
Institute of Social Sciences-
Bagkent Department of Business Accounting Finance 17
Administration
Doctorate jnénii Institute of Social Sciences Accounting Finance 13 35
Istanbul Institute of Social Sciences Accounting Auditing 17
Aydin
Istanbul Institute of Social Sciences Accounting 12
Kirikkale Institute of Social Sciences Accounting Finance 25
Kocaeli Institute of Social Sciences Accounting Finance 32
Celal Bayar Institute of Social Sciences Accounting Finance 37
Mugla Sitla Institute of Social Sciences Accounting Finance 29
Kogman
Nigde Omer i e of Social Sciences Accounting Finance 29
Halisdemir
Sakarya Institute of Social Sciences Accounting Finance 18

In the curricula of the accounting programs analyzed, words representing sustainability topics

were determined in order to examine the existence, number and intensity of courses related to

sustainability. These words are given in Table 2. In order to determine the presence, number

and density of the criterion words given in Table 2, the curricula within the scope of the sample

were subjected to content analysis with Maxqda 2020 analysis program, and interactive citation

matrix and word clouds were prepared.
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Table 2
Criterion words used in the research

Sustainability Theme Reviewed

Criteria Words

Social

Ethic

Environment

Sustainability

Sosyal
Toplumsal
Toplum

insan

Esitlik

Etik

Etigi

Deger

Ahlak

Cevre

Doga

Yesil

Iklim

Ekoloji
Surdurulebilirlik
Surdurulebilir

Findings

In 129 associate degree accounting curricula examined within the scope of the research, the

frequency and percentage of the total number of courses representing social, ethical,

environmental and sustainability themes are given in Table 3. As seen in Table 3, the frequency

of social themed words is 191, the frequency of ethical-themed words is 110, and the frequency

of environmental themed words is 64. It is seen that sustainability themed words are not

included in the curriculum examined. In addition, in the curriculum examined, social-themed

words constitute 2.56% of the total number of courses, ethical-themed words constitute 1.47%

of the total number of courses, and environmental-themed words constitute 0.86% of the total

number of courses.

Table 3

Number of courses on sustainability themes in associate curriculum

Total Number of

% of Total Number

Sustainability Theme Frequency % Courses of Courses
Sosyal 191 52,33 7461 2,56

Etik 110 30,14 7461 1,47
Cevre 64 17,53 7461 0,86
Surduralebilirlik 0 0,00 7461 0

Total 365 100,00
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Universities providing accounting education at the undergraduate level, the frequency of the
criterion words representing the social, ethical, environmental and sustainability themes and the
percentage of the total number of courses are given in Table 4. As seen in Table 4, compared
to other curricula, there are more courses on social, ethical, environmental and sustainability in
Usak University School of Applied Sciences Accounting Information Systems curriculum.
Looking at the total number of accounting curricula that are trained at the undergraduate level,
social-themed words 4.66% of the total number of lessons, ethical-themed words 1.41% of the
total number of lessons, environmental-themed words 1.62% of the total number of lessons and
sustainability-themed words 0.3% of the total number of lessons constitutes the reputation.

Table 4
Number of courses on sustainability themes in undergraduate curriculum

Total % of Total Number of Courses
. . . T, Number
University Sosyal Etik Cevre Surdirllebilirlik
of Sosyal Etik  Cevre Sirdu.
Courses
Usak 20 5 15 3 381 5,25 1,31 394 0,79
[stanbul Okan 0 1 0 0 51 0 196 0 0
[zmir Ekonomi 3 3 1 0 80 375 375 125 0
Kayseri 1 1 0 0 54 1,85 1,85 0 0
Necmettin Erbakan 2 1 0 0 71 2,82 141 O 0
Baskent 1 1 0 0 75 1,33 1,33 0 0
Istanbul Aydin 1 1 0 0 77 1,29 1,29 0 0
Burdur Mehmet
AKif Ersoy 0 1 0 0 57 0 1,75 0 0
Mugla Stk 1 10 0 86 116 116 O 0
Kogman
Istanbul Arel 2 1 1 0 64 3,125 156 156 0
Afyon Kocatepe 2 1 1 0 73 2,74 1,37 137 O
Trakya 8 2 5 1 286 2,79 069 1,75 0,35
Girne Amerikan 2 1 0 0 59 3,39 169 0 0
Total 43 20 23 4 1414 4,66 141 162 0,3

Interactive citation matrix prepared for undergraduate accounting curricula is given in Table 5,
and word clouds on social, ethical, environmental and sustainability themes are given in Figure
2. As seen in Table 5, social responsibility, communal responsibility, environment and
sustainability courses are included in some of the undergraduate degree accounting curricula,

while it is seen that ethics theme includes accounting ethics or professional ethics courses.
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Interactive citation matrix for undergraduate level curricula

University Sosyal Etik Cevre Sirdirilebilirlik
Istanbul Okan Muhasebe Mevzuati ve Etik
Trakya Giincel Sosyal Politika Sorunlart; Sosyal Giivenlik Meslek Etigi Giincel Cevre Sorunlari; Cevresel Cevresel
Sisteminde Gelismeler; Sosyal Devlet-Sosyal Siyaset Bilisim Etigi Sirdaralebilirlik; Cevre Koruma; Sirdardlebilirlik
Sosyal Hukukta Giincel Sorunlar; Turkiye ve AB'nin Cevre Tasariminda Katilim; Ekoloji
Karsilastirmali Sosyal Yapisi; Sosyal Ag Analizi; ve Cevre Bilimi
Toplumsal Cinsiyet Esitligi; Sosyal Sorumluluk
Uygulamalari
Kayseri Sosyal Sorumluluk ve Is Ahlaki Sosyal Sorumluluk ve Is Ahlaki

Mugla Sitki1 Kogman
Istanbul Aydin
Izmir Ekonomi

istanbul Arel
Necmettin Erbakan
Girne Amerikan
Burdur Mehmet Akif
Ersoy

Baskent

Afyon Kocatepe

Usak

Mesleki Sorumluluk ve Etik

Sosyal Sorumluluk ve Etik

Akademik ve Sosyal Oryantasyon; Insan ve Toplum;
Toplumsal Biling ve Etik Degerler

Is ve Sosyal Giivenlik Hukuku; Sosyal Sorumluluk ve
Topluma Hizmet Uygulamasi

Toplumsal Sorumluluk; Is ve Sosyal Giivenlik Hukuku

Sosyoloji; Kamu ve Sivil Toplum Kuruluslari
Mubhasebesi; Sivil Toplum Orgutleri

Is ve Sosyal Giivenlik Hukuku

Cevre Sorunlar1 ve Toplumsal Sorumluluk; s ve
Sosyal Giivenlik Hukuku

Sosyal Sorumluluk ve Topluma Hizmet Uygulamas;
Gundemin Sosyolojisi; Sosyal Sorumluluk Bilinci;
Kent, Toplum ve Kultir; Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve
Egitim; Sosyal Esitsizlik ve Sosyal Degisme; Sosyal
Esitsizlik ve Sosyal Degisme; Giinliikk Hayat ve
Toplum; Sosyal Pazarlama; Sosyal Medya ve Gilindem;
Insan, Toplum ve Davrans; Tiirkiye’de Kir Sosyolojisi
Arastirmalari; Sosyal Pazarlama; Toplumsal Cinsiyet
ve Teknoloji; Toplumda Cinsiyet Esitligi; Toplumsal
Saglik ve Egzersiz; Sosyal Teori; Gliniimiiz
Toplumunda Stres ve Cene Sistemi Uzerine Etkileri;
Sporun Sosyal Tarihi; Medya ve Toplumsal Cinsiyet

Mesleki Sorumluluk ve Etik

Sosyal Sorumluluk ve Etik
Toplumsal Biling ve Etik Degerler;
Mubhasebe Etigi Projesi; Isletme Etigi
Mesleki Sorumluluk ve Etik

Muhasebe Meslek Hukuku ve Is Etigi

Meslek Etigi
Muhasebe Meslek Hukuku ve Is Etigi

Muhasebe Meslek Mevzuati ve Etigi
Meslek Hukuku ve Is Etigi

Etik Karar Verme; Karakter ve
Degerler Egitimi; Muhasebe Meslek
Mevzuati ve Meslek Etigi; Etik;
Tarihi ve Turistik Degerleri ile Usak

Perakende Cevresi

Cevre Koruma; Is Saghg1 ve
Giivenligi

Cevre Sorunlar1 ve Toplumsal
Sorumluluk

Enerji Uretimi ve Cevresel
Sorunlar; Madencilik Faaliyetleri
ve Cevresel Etkileri; Enerji ve
Cevre; Cevre Bilinci ve Dogay1
Koruma; Cevre Koruma; Ekolojik
Tarim; Ekolojik Okuryazarlik; Spor
ve Cevre; Enerji ve Cevre; Cevre
Saghgi; iklim Degisikligi ve Tarim;
Cevre Muhasebesi; Eski Cag'da
Usak ve Cevresi; Kentlesme ve
Cevre; Cevremizdeki Canlilar

Tekstilde
Surdiralebilirlik;
Surdirulebilir
Enerji Kaynaklar;
Sirddrulebilir
Tarim
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Figure 2. Word clouds on undergraduate degree social, ethical, environment and

sustainability themes

In universities that offer accounting education at the master's degree, the frequency of the words

on social, ethical, environmental and sustainability themes and their percentage in the total

number of courses are given in Table 6 and word clouds related to social, ethical, environmental

and sustainability themes are given in Figure 3. As seen in Table 6, the number of socially

themed courses in master's accounting programs whose curriculum is examined constitutes

0.44% of the total number of courses, ethical themed courses constitute 3.44% of the total

number of courses, environmental themed courses constitute 0.33% of the total number of

courses, and sustainability themed courses constitute 0.22% of the total number of courses.

However, it has been observed that there are no courses on social, environmental, ethical and

sustainability themes in master degree accounting curricula that are trained in Afyon Kocatepe,

Balikesir, Beykent, Burdur, Dokuz Eyliil, in6nii, istanbul Aydin, Istanbul Okan, Kayseri,

Kocaeli, Isik, Marmara and Pamukkale universities.
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Table 6

Number of courses on sustainability themes in master degree curriculum

University Sosyal Etik Cevre Sirdirllebilirlik Total % of Total Number of Courses
Number of Sosyal Etik  Cevre Siirdiriile.
Courses

Sakarya 0 0 0 1 24 0 0 0 4,17
Agr1 Ibrahim 1 2 1 0 49

Cegen 2,04 4,08 2,04 0
Akdeniz 0 2 1 0 40 0 5 2,5 0
Afyon Kocatepe 0 0 0 0 22 0 0 0 0
Altinbas 0 1 0 0 12 0 833 0 0
Anadolu 0 2 0 0 16 0 125 0 0
Atilim 0 2 0 0 23 0 869 0 0
Balikesir 0 0 0 0 19 0 0 0 0
Baskent 1 2 0 0 24 4,17 8,33 0 0
Beykent 0 0 0 0 25 0 0 0 0
Burdur Mehmet 0 0 0 0 35

Akif Ersoy 0 0 0 0
Celal Bayar 0 1 0 0 23 0 43 0 0
Dokuz Eylil 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0
Dumlupinar 0 2 0 0 19 0 1052 O 0
Ege 0 1 0 0 22 0 455 0 0
izmir Demokrasi 1 3 0 0 30 333 10 0 0
Inonii 0 0 0 0 32 0 0 0 0
[stanbul Arel 0 1 0 0 24 0 417 0 0
istanbul Aydn 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0
istanbul Bilgi 0 2 0 0 25 0 8 0 0
Istanbul Okan 0 0 0 0 25 0 0 0 0
Istanbul 0 1 0 0 11 0 909 0 0
Isik 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 0
Kayseri 0 0 0 0 22 0 0 0 0
Kirikkale 0 1 0 0 25 0 4 0 0
Kocaeli 0 0 0 0 30 0 0 0 0
Marmara 0 0 0 0 21 0 0 0 0
Mugla Sitki 0 2 0 0 36

Kogman 0 556 0 0
Osmaniye 0 1 0 0 43 0 233 0 0
Pamukkale 0 0 0 0 22 0 0 0 0
Siileyman 1 1 1 1 75

Demirel 1,33 1,33 1,33 1,33
Trakya 0 1 0 0 33 0 303 0 0
Uludag 0 2 0 0 38 0 526 0 0
Yeditepe 0 1 0 0 21 0 476 0 0
Toplam 4 31 3 2 901 0,44 344 033 0,22
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Figure 3. Word clouds on master degree social, ethical, environment and sustainability
themes

The interactive citation matrix prepared with Maxqda 2020 regarding the analyzed curricula of
universities providing accounting education at master's level is given in Table 7. As seen in
Table 7, within the scope of accounting education at master's level, the number of courses
related to ethical criterion is higher compared to other sustainability criteria. In addition, there
are courses on natural resources economics within the scope of environmental criteria at
Sakarya University, and environmental accounting courses at Stileyman Demirel University. It
is noteworthy and positive situation that there is a Sustainable Business course in Sakarya
University graduate accounting curriculum, and integrated reporting, which is a relatively new

corporate reporting approach, is included within the scope of Stleyman Demirel University
graduate accounting curriculum.
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Table 7
Interactive citation matrix for master's level curricula
University Sosyal Etik Cevre Sirdaralebilirlik
Sakarya Siirdiiriilebilir Isletmeler
Agr1 Ibrahim Cegen Orgiit Sosyolojisi Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemleri ve Yayin Etigi Dersi Dogal Kaynaklar
Degerler Egitimi Ekonomisi
Akdeniz Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemleri ve Yayin Etigi Dersi Dogal Kaynaklar
Degerler Egitimi Ekonomisi
Altinbas Arastirma Yontemleri ve Bilimsel Etik
Anadolu Bilim Etigi ve Arastirma Teknikleri
Meslek Hukuku ve Etik
Atilm Bilim Egitim ve Etik
Bilimsel Arastirma Ydontemleri ve Yayin Etigi
Bagkent Is ve Sosyal Giivenlik Aragtirma Yontemleri ve Aragtirma Etigi
Hukuku Mesleki Etik ve Bagimsizlik
Celal Bayar Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemleri ve Yayin Etigi
Dumlupinar Bilimsel Arastirma ve Etik
Finansal Muhasebe ve Etik
Ege Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemleri ve Etik

[zmir Demokrasi

Istanbul Arel
Istanbul Bilgi
Istanbul
Kirikkale

Mugla

Osmaniye
Suleyman Demirel

Trakya
Uludag

Yeditepe

Kurumsal Sosyal
Sorumluluk ve Etik

Is ve Sosyal Giivenlik

Uygulamalar1

Bilimsel Arastirma Yoéntemleri ve Yayin Etigi
Muhasebe Meslegi ve Etik

Kurumsal Sosyal Sorumluluk ve Etik

Meslek Mevzuat1 ve Etik

Arastirma Yontemleri ve Etik

Bilimsel Arastirma Teknikleri ve Yayin Etigi
Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi

Bilimsel Arastirma Teknikleri ve Yayin Etigi
Muhasebe Meslek Etigi

Muhasebede Etik
Muhasebe Kiiltiirii ve Etigi

Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi

Arastirma Teknikleri ve Yayin Etigi
Denetimde Etik

Arastirma Yontemleri ve Etik

Cevre Muhasebesi

Entegre Raporlama
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In universities that offer accounting education at the doctorate degree, the frequency of the
words on social, ethical, environmental and sustainability themes and their percentage in the
total number of courses are given in Table 8 and word clouds related to social, ethical,
environmental and sustainability themes are given in Figure 4. As seen in Table 8, the number
of socially themed courses in doctorate degree accounting programs whose curriculum is
examined constitutes 0.79% of the total number of courses, ethical themed courses constitute
2,63% of the total number of courses, environmental themed courses constitute 0.26% of the
total number of courses, and sustainability themed courses constitute 0.79% of the total number
of courses. However, it was observed that there are no courses on social, environmental, ethical
and sustainability themes in the doctorate degree accounting curricula that are trained at

Balikesir, Baskent and Inénii universities.

Table 8

Number of courses on sustainability themes in doctoral curricula

Total % of Total Number of Courses
University Sosyal Etik Cevre Surdirilebilirlik Number . Sirdaralebilirl
of Sosyal Etik Gevre i
Courses

Anadolu 0 0 0 1 16 0 0 0 6,25
Atatiirk 0 1 0 0 16 0 625 0 0
Balikesir 0 0 0 0 22 0 0 0 0
Baskent 0 0 0 0 17 0 0 0 0
Inénii 0 0 0 0 35 0 0 0 0
Istanbul Aydin 1 1 0 0 17 588 588 0 0
Istanbul 0 1 0 0 12 0 833 0 0
Kirikkale 0 2 0 0 25 0 8 0 0
Kocaeli 0 1 0 0 32 0 3,125 0 0
Celal Bayar 0 1 0 0 37 0 2,70 0 0
Mugla itk 10 0 29 0 345 0 0
Kogman

Nigde Omer 1 0 0 29 0 345 0 0
Halisdemir

Sakarya 1 0 0 1 18 556 0 0 5,56
Suleymarn 1 11 1 75 133 133 133 1,33
Demirel

Toplam 3 10 1 3 380 0,79 2,63 0,26 0,656
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The interactive citation matrix prepared with Maxgda 2020 regarding the curricula at

universities that provide accounting education at doctoral level is given in Table 9. As seen in

Table 9, within the scope of accounting education at doctoral level, the number of courses

related to ethical criterion is higher compared to other sustainability criteria. In addition,

Sakarya University has social accounting approaches course within the scope of social criteria,

and Suleyman Demirel University has environmental accounting course within the scope of

environmental criteria. In addition, it is remarkable and positive situation that there is a

sustainability reporting course in Anadolu University's doctorate accounting curriculum,

sustainable businesses course in Sakarya University doctorate accounting curriculum.

Table 9

Interactive citation matrix for doctorate degree curricula

University Sosyal Etik Gevre Surdurdlebilirlik
Anadolu Surdurdlebilirlik
Raporlamasi
Atatirk Bilim Egitim ve Etik
Balikesir
Baskent
Celal Bayar Bilimsel Arastirma
Yontemleri ve Yayin Etigi
Inénii
Istanbul Aydin  Sosyal Bilimlerde Sosyal Bilimlerde
Aragtirma Yontemleri  Arastirma Yontemleri ve
ve Etik Etik
Istanbul Bilimsel Arastirma
Teknikleri ve Yayin Etigi
Kirikkale Bilimsel Aragtirma ve

Yayin Etigi
Muhasebede Meslek Etigi
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Kocaeli Muhasebede Etik

Mugla Sitki Bilimsel Aragtirma

Kogman Teknikleri ve Yayin Etigi

Nigde Omer Bilimsel Aragtirma

Halisdemir Teknikleri ve Yayin Etigi

Sakarya Sosyal Amagh Sdrdaralebilir
Muhasebe Isletmeler
Yaklagimlar

Discussion and Conclusion

The accounting profession has emerged in order to report the assets and resources of individuals
or institutions by recording their income and expenses, thereby meeting the information needs
of the related parties. Today, although the accounting profession continues to exist for this
purpose, there are some developments and changes that have led to the addition of new
expectations from the accounting profession. The necessity to pay attention to the concept of
sustainability and technological advances are the leading ones. These developments and
changes have created the expectation that the professional accountant will fulfill the roles of
creating and maintaining financial value related to business activities and operating results, as
well as creating, maintaining and reporting roles for non-financial capitals. In order to fulfill
these roles expected from the professional accountant, some changes must be made in the
accounting education of the professional accountant and professional accountant candidates.
According to Federation of European Accountants-FEE (2008), professional accountant can
help create a sustainable environment by developing itself in strategy development, process
improvement and performance measurement. In this regard, “sustainability issues should be

integrated into accounting education curricula” (FEE, 2008: 8).

In this study, it is aimed to examine the existence, number and intensity of the courses related
to sustainability in higher education institutions in our country. For this purpose, information
on associate, undergraduate and graduate accounting programs and curricula were obtained
from YOK Atlas and websites of universities. In this program curricula, criterion words related
to sustainability themes have been determined in order to locate sustainability. In order to
determine the presence, frequency and density of criterion words in the curricula, the
information obtained from the accounting curricula of the universities were subjected to content
analysis with the Maxqda 2020 program, and the number of courses related to sustainability,

the percentage of the total number of courses, interactive citation matrix and word clouds were
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created. It is possible to express the general evaluations made as a result of the analysis as
follows:

e At each educational level, the number of courses on sustainability is a very small percentage
of the total number of courses in the curriculum.

e In master's and doctorate degree programs, it is seen that there are no sustainability courses
in some universities' accounting curricula.

e In some curricula, the student has the opportunity to choose courses from elective courses
of other departments where education is given in the relevant unit or elective courses of other
units where education is given in the university. Providing the opportunity to take elective
courses from other departments or units caused high number of courses related to
sustainability in the curriculum of the program.

e In the curriculum review conducted in this study, all compulsory and elective courses in the
curriculum are included in the review. Considering that elective courses are opened in line
with Bologna ECTS values, it is not possible to open all elective courses in the curriculum
as semester courses. Therefore, in order to achieve more accurate results, it is necessary to
know whether these courses are opened in the semester as well as the existence and number
of courses related to sustainability. This situation can be described as the constraint of this
research.

e Most of the courses on ethics that represent the sustainability theme consist of accounting
ethics, professional ethics, scientific research and publication ethics.

e In the accounting curricula examined, some lessons were found that can be said to be

important in terms of sustainability in accounting education. These include:

University Program Degree Courses
Anadolu University Doctorate Stirdiiriilebilirlik Raporlamasi
Sul_eyme_m Demirel Master Cevre Muhasebesi
University Entegre Raporlama
Master .
o Siirdiirtilebilir Isletmeler
Sakarya University Doctorate
Doctorate Sosyal Amagli Muhasebe Yaklagimlari
Usak University Undergraduate Gevre Muhasebesi

In line with these reviews and evaluations, it may be suggested to increase the number of
courses related to sustainability in accounting curricula and to include sustainability and

sustainable development objectives in all course contents.
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