ISTANBUL ARKEOLOJI MUZELERI KULTEPE
KOLLEKSIYONU VE UZERINDEKI CALISMALAR

Mustafa EREN

Kiiltepe’de Ele Gegen 11k Tabletler ve bu Konudaki
Itk Arastyrmalar.

1881 yilinda, ilk defa eski eser kagakeilar: aracihigiyla Anado-
lu’dan geldigi sdylenen ¢iviyazili iki tabletten biri, Londra’da bulu-
nan British Museum’un, digeri de Paris’te bulunan Bibliotheque Na-
tional’in kolleksiyonlar1 arasina girmisti. Bunu izleyen yillarda
Anadolu’ya gelen gezginler, ayni tiir tabletlerden Kayseri yoresin-
de bulmuslar ya da yerli halktan satin almiglardi. Diger yonden eski
eser kacakeilari, yerli halktan elde ettikleri bu tiir tabletleri, tnce
Istanbul’a, oradan da Avrupa’ya gdndermislerdi.

Boylece, 1925 yilina kadar kacak yollarla Avrupa ve Amerika
miizelerine, ayn1 zamanda 6zel kolleksiyonlara iki binden fazla bu
tiir tablet girmisti.

Helenistik Cagin 6nemli merkezlerinden biri olan Kayseri (eski
ad1 Mazaka-Kaisareia) civarindan Eski Asur dili ve civiyazili ile ya-
zllmis belgelerin cikmasi son derece ilging, o derece de Gnemliydi.
Asiroloji alaninda calisan bilim adamlarim bilyiik bir heyecana sii-
riikkleyen bu tabletler incelendikten sonra, Gnce bunlarin Mezopo-
tamya’ya ait olduklar1 diisiiniilmiis, fakat gerek tabletlerin bigimi,
gerekse yazimin karakteri bu diisiinceyi yikmsti. Bu nedenle, diger
tabletlerden ayirmak amaciyla, buluntu yerinin adi dolayisiyle, bun-
lara «Kapadokya tabletleri» denildi. Aslinda Kapadokya, buranin
Helenistik Cagdaki adiydi; yoksa bu tabletlerin burada oturmus olan
Kapadokyalilarla herhangi bir iligkisi yoktu.
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Tabletlerin cikis yeri olarak gosterilen Kiiltepe (Karahoyiik-
Karaev) hoyiigiinde 1893 ile 1925 yillar1 arasinda dort arastirma
yapilmigtir.

11k sondaj 1893-94 yillarinda E. Chantre tarafindan, ikinci son-
daj Hugo Winckler tarafindan 1906 yilinda, arkasindan da ayni yil
icinde H. Grothe tarafindan H. Winckler'in sondaji gibi kii¢iik bir
arastirma yapilmistir. Daha sonralar, iic aragtiric1 da calismalari-
nin sonuclarm birer rapor halinde vaymlamislardir'. Fakat esas
amag tablet bulmak olan bu arastirmalardan tablet bulunamamistir.

Kaz1 anlamindaki ilk arastirmay: 1925 yilinda, Hitit dilini ¢oz-
miis olan iinlii Cek bilgini B. Hrozny yapmistir. Kaz1 déneminin so-
nuna kadar Kiiltepe'nin hoyiik kesiminde, Ozellikle tablet bulmak
amaciyla caligan bilgin, hicbir tablet bulamamig, fakat kazinin son
giinlerine dogru Kiiltepe'nin karum «bilyiik pazar» kesimini kapla-
yan tarlalardan birinde? bir rastlant1 sonucu tabletlerin bulundugunu
6grenmisti. Son galismalarini buraya yonelten B. Hrozny, kisa sii-
ren bir kazidan sonra toplam 931 tablet ele gegirmisti®.

Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizelerinde Bulunan Kiiltepe Tabletleri
Uzerindeki Cahsmalar ve Yaywmlar

B. Hrozny buldugu bu tabletleri, o zamanlar Tiirkiye’'nin tek
arkeoloji miizesi olan, Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri'ne géndermis, yil-
lar sonra 1934 yilinda yasal yollardan Tirk hiikiimetine ve miize
yonetimine bagvurmus, tabletlerin temizlenmek ve konserve edilmek
iizere Prag’a goénderilmesi icin izin istemisti’. Bu izin istegi o za-
manki Bakanlar Kurulu tarafindan kabul edilmis ve tabletler Prag’a
goénderilmigti. Daha sonra bu izin bir yil uzatilmis, tabletler temiz-

1 E. Chantre, Rescherches archéologiques dans 1'Asie occidentale, Mission
en Cappadoce 1893-1894, Paris 1898, S. 71 v.d. (Satin alma yolu ile E. Chantre'-
nin elde ettigi tabletleri V. Scheil, Textes cunéiformes cappadociennes et prob-
lematiques, S. 93-108, bashgi altinda aym kitapta yaymlamstir); Hugo Winck-
ler, OLZ IX (1906), 634 v.d.; H. Grothe, Meine Vorderasien-Expedition in 1906
und 1907, Vols. I-IL

2 Bu tarla Haci Mehmet Aga tarlasi olarak bilinmektedir.

3 B. Hrozny bu calsmalarim Syria VIII (1927) 1-8'de yaymlamigtir.

4 Bu izin mektubunun bir niishasi halen Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri ar-
sivinde bulunmaktadir.
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lenmis ve konserve edilmis bir halde, 1936 yilinda 209, 1938 yilinda
575, 1939 yilinda 147 tablet olmak iizere, ii¢ parti halinde Istanbul
Arkeoloji Miizeleri'ne gonderilmisti. Iki yillik siire icinde B. Hrozny
211 adet tableti bizzat kopya etmis ve cok daha sonralari, 1952 yi-
linda yayinlamsgtir®,

1914-1926 yillar: arasinda satin alma, armagan ve zoralim yolu
ile istanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri’'ne 158 adet Kiiltepe tableti girmisti.
1925 ve 1926 yillarinda miizeye gelen J. Lewy, bu tabletlerden 147
adedini iki yillik bir zaman icinde kopya etmis ve yayimnlamigtir®.

B. Hrozny kazisindan cikan yaymnlanmamis tabletler iizerinde
galigmak amaciyla 1939 yilinda Prag Universitesinden Dr. L. Ma-
tous gelmis ve bir yil icinde 353 tablet iizerinde calisarak bir kis-
minin kopyasini yapmistir.

ikinci defa 1956 yilinda Istanbul’a gelen L. Matous, daha once
transkripsiyonlarmi yaptig1 353 adet tabletin kopyalarini tamam-
lamis, bu arada B. Hrozny’'nin yaymindaki (bk. not 5) yanlis olan
numaralar: saptayarak diizeltmistir. Beraberinde getirdigi hanimi
da kopya ettigi tabletler iizerinde bulunan miihiir baskilarmim kop-
yalarim1 yapmis ve bu calismalar1 1962 yilinda yayinlanmistir’.

1957 yilinda iigiincii kez miizeye gelen L. Matous, geriye kalan
351 tablet iizerinde calismis ve bunlardan 145'inin kopyasm yap-
migtir. Fakat bu tarihten sonra bir daha Istanbul’a gelemediginden
geriye kalanlarin kopyalarini yapamamistir.

1943 yilinda satin alma yoluyla kolleksiyona giren 13 tablets,
Dil ve Tarih-Cografya Fakiiltesi Sumeroloji Bdliimii'nden Prof.
Emin Bilgic tarafindan kopya edilmesine karsin, heniiz yayinlanma-
mislardir.

5 B. Hrozny, Inscriptions Cunéiformes du Kultépé Vol. I, Praha 1952,
23 8. 4+ CXXIX Lev. -

6 J. Lewy, Die altassyrischen Texte vom Kiiltepe bei Kaisarije (Keil-
schrifttexte in den Antiken-Museen zu Stambul), Konstantinopel 1926, 76 S.

7 L. Matous, Inscriptions Cunéiformes du Kultépé Vol. II, Prague 1962,
60 S. 4+ CXXXIX Lev.

8 Bu tabletler kolleksiyonda Ka. 159-171 numaralar arasinda yer almak-
tadir.
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Daha sonraki yillarda, satin alma ve armagan yoluyla 41 tab-
let daha Kiiltepe kolleksiyonuna girmistir. Bu tabletler iizerinde Is-
tanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri ¢iviyazilari uzmanlarindan Veysel Don-
baz caligmis ve hepsinin kopyalarini tamamlamistir. Ka. 1089-1129
numaralari arasimi kapsayan bu tabletler, dizinleriyle birlikte ha-
zirlanmis ve «Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizelerinde Bulunan Kiiltepe Tab-
letleri» bashgr altinda cok yakin bhir gelecekte bu alandaki bilim
adamlarinin yararlarina sunulacaktir.

1914-1925 yillar1 arasinda zoralim ve satin alma yoluyla mii-
zeye giren tabletlere Ka. 1-158 arasinda numara verilmigti. 1943 yi-
Iinda satin alinan tabletlerle (bk. not 8) bu numara 171’e kadar
yiikseltilmisti. Bir kolleksiyonda 1'den baslayan ikinei bir siranin
bulunmasi her bakimdan sakincali oldugundan B. Hrozny kazisin-
dan gelenlere Ka. 172'den baghyarak Ka. 1088’e kadar numara ve-
rilmisti. Son olarak satin alma ve armagan yoluyla girenlerle bir-
likte kolleksiyon Ka. 1129 numaraya yiikselmistir.

Buna gore, Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri Civiyazili Belgeler Ar-
sivi'nin en 6nemli kolleksiyonlarindan biri olan Kiiltepe’nin (simgesi
Ka[nis] ) 1129 adet tabletinin 711'i yayimmlanmis, 41 adedi® yakin
bir gelecekte yayinlanacak, geriye kalan 377 tabletin de yaynlan-
mas1 icin Veysel Donbaz gereken calismaya baglamis ve halen siir-
diirmektedir.

9 Bu 41 tabletten Ka. 1096, Nippur'un birinci ay1 BAR.ZAG.GAR ile Ba-
bil'in Nisannu aymna egit Eski Asur ay isimlerinden biri olan ve simdiye kadar
Tan-mar-ta, Tan-wa-ar-te, Tdan-bar-ta, Tak-mar-ta, Tan-bar-ta olarak bilinen
ay isminin esas okunusunun Kd-on-wa-ar-ta oldugunu kamtlamaktadir. Bu tab-
let Veysel Donbaz tarafindan «The Old Assyrian Month Name Kanwartay,
JCS XXIV/1-2 (1971) 24-28'de yaymlanmustir.



STUDIES ON THE KULTEPE COLLETION HOUSED IN THE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUMS OF ISTANBUL

Mustafa EREN

The First Tablets Obtained From Kiiltepe and The First
Research Carried Out on This Subject

In 1881 the first two cuneiform tablets arrived in Western
Europe, their dispatch from Anatolia having very probably been
arranged by smugglers of antiques. One of these became part of the
British Museum collection in London, the other of the Bibliotheque
National collection in Paris. In subsequent years travellers in Ana-
tolia found several tablets of the same type in the vicinity of Kay-
seri, or purchased them from the local inhabitants. At the same
time smugglers in antiques also obtained tablets of this type from
the local inhabitants and sent them first to Istanbul and then to
Europe.

Until 1925 by means of antique dealers, more than two thou-
sand tablets had been smuggled abroad to museums and private
collections in Europe and America.

Kayseri was one of the most important centres of the Hellenis-
tic period (formerly known as Mazaka-Kaiseria), and the discovery
of the tablets written in Old Assyrian dialect and the script in the
vicinity was a fact of the greatest and importance to all scholars
engaged in Assyriological studies. At first the tablets were con-
sidered to be of Mesopotamian origin, but later on this was shown
to be inconsistent with both the form and the character of the tab-
lets. In order to distinguish these from other cuneiform documents,
these tablets were named «Cappadocian Tablets» in respect to their
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provenance they were found. In reality «Cappadocia» was the name
of the place in Hellenistic Era, and the tablets had nothing to do
with the Cappadocians who inhabited in this area.

Four investigations were carried out between 1893 and 1925 on
the mount at Kiiltepe (Karahdyiik-Karaev), which had been poin-
ted out as the site on which the tablets had been discovered.

The first sondage was made in 1893-94 by E. Chantre, the se-
cond by Hugo Winckler in 1906, and in the same year a small in-
vestigation similar to Hugo Winkler’s sondage was carried out by
H. Grothe. Reports were later published by all three investigators
incorporating the results of the sondages'. But although the main
goal had been the discovery of tablets not a single tablet was found.

The first actual excavations were made in 1925 by the famous
Czech scholar B. Hrozny, who had succeeded in deciphering the
Hittite language. Although work was continued on the Kiiltepe
mount to the very end of the season with the particular aim of
unearhing tablets, no tablets were found until in the very last days
of the excavation. The existence of tablets was discovered quite by
chance in one of the fields over the karum «great market» of Kiil-
tepe®. B. Hrozny thereupon concentrated on this section and in the
course of very short excavations unearhed 931 tablets®.

Researches and Publications on Kiiltepe Tablets in the Istanbul
Archaeological Museums

The tablets found by B. Hrozny were sent to the Istanbul
Archaeological Museums, at that time the only archaeological
museum in Turkey. Several years later, in 1934, B. Hrozny asked
permission for the tablets to be sent to Prague for cleaning and

1 E. Chantre, Recherches archéologiques dans 1'Asie occidentale, Mission
en Cappadoce, 1893-1894, Paris 1898, p. 71 ff. (Tablets purchased by E. Chantre
are published in the same work under the heading V. Scheil, Textes cunéifor-
mes cappadociennes et problématiques, p. 93-108); Hugo Winckler, OLZ IX
(1906), 634 ff.; H. Grothe, Meine Vorderasien Expedition in 1906 und 1907,
Vols. I-II.

2 This field is commonly known as the Hadji Mehmet Agha field.

3 B. Hrozny's researches were published in Syria VIII (1927) 1-8.
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conservation®. The request was granted by the Council of Ministers
of that time and the tablets sent to Prague. This permission was
later extended by one year, the tablets being returned to the Istan-
bul Archaeological Museums in three instalments, 209 in 1936, 575
in 1938 and 147 in 1939. During these two years B. Hrozny had him-
self copied 211 of the tablets, which he published much later, in
1952 5.

In 1914-1926 the Istanbul Archaeological Museums acquired 158
Kiiltepe tablets by purchase, gift or confiscation. 147 of these were
copied and published by J. Lewy during a two-year visit made to
the museum in 1925-26 °.

In 1939 L. Matou$ arrived from the University of Prague to
work on the unpublished tablets yielded by B. Hrozny's excavations.
During that year he examined 353 of the tablets and copied a num-
ber of them.

During a second visit to Turkey in 1956, L. Matous completed
the work of copying the 353 tablets of which he had previously made
transcriptions, and at the same time identified and corrected mis-
takes in numbering in B. Hrozny’s publication (see n. 5). Meanwhile
the wife he brought with him made copies of the seals on the tab-
lets he had copied. The results of this work were published in 1962 7,

L. Matou$ made a third visit to the museum in 1957, during
which he worked on the remaining 351 tablets and made copies of
145, but as he was unable to return to Istanbul after that date, the
rest of the tablets remained uncopied.

The 13 tablets® added to the collection by purchase in 1943 were

4 A copy of this letter of permission is still preserved in the archives of
the Istanbul Archaeological Museums.

5 B. Hrozny, Inscriptions Cunéiformes du Kultépé Vol. I, Praha 1952,
23, p. + CXXIX pl

6 J. Lewy, Die altassyrischen Texte vom Kiiltepe bei Kaisarije (Keil-
schrifttexte in den Antiken-Museen zu Stambul), Konstantinopel 1926, 76 p.

7 L. Matous, Inscriptions Cunéiformes du Kultépé Vol. II, Prague 1962,
60 p. + CXXXIX pl

8 These tablets cover Ka, 159-171 in the collection.
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copied by Prof. Emin Bilgi¢c from the Department of Sumerology of
the Faculty of Letters-History and Geography in Ankara but re-
mained unpublished.

In subsequent years o further 41 tablets were added to the Kiil-
tepe collection by gift and purchase. Work was carried out on these
by Veysel Donbaz, one of the specialists in cuneiform in the Istan-
bul Archaeological Museums and copies made from all of them. A
publication including catalogue. Nos. Ka. 1089-1129 together with
indexes is to be issued shortly under the title «Kiiltepe Tablets in
the Archaeological Museums of Istanbul» and made available for the
use of scholars in this field.

Catalogue Nos. Ka. 1-158 was given to tablets acquired by the
museum by confiscation and purchase between 1914 and 1925, and
this number was raised to 171 by including the tablets purchased
in 1943 (see n. 8). As it was most undesirable to have a second
series in numbering in the same collection beginning from no. 1, the
tablets from the B. Hrozny excavations were numbered from 172 to
1088. This number was raised to Ka. 1129 by the latest aquisitions
by gift or purchase.

Thus, of the 1129 Kiiltepe (abb. Ka[ni§] ) tablets, which form
one of the most important collections in the Istanbul Archaeological
Museums Archives of Cuneiform Texts 711 have been published,
41 ° will be published in the near future, and work is being carried
out on the remaining 377 with a view to publication.

9 Ka. 1096, which is one of these 41 tablets, proves that the month name
variously known up to now as Tan-mar-ta, Tan-wa-ar-te, Tdn-bar-ta, Tak-
mar-ta and Tan-bar-ta, being one of the names of the Old Assyrian mont name
equivalent to the Babylonian Nisannu and the Nippur BAR.ZAG.GAR should
properly be read Ka-an-wa-ar-ta. This tablet was published by Veysel Donbaz
in JCS XXIV/1-2 (1971) 24-28, «The Old Assyrian Month Name Kanwarta».



