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The Relationship Between the Phonetic Structure and the Content Structure in Jihad
Quranic Verses

Abstract

This study seeks to investigate the relationship between the phonetic structure and the content
structure in jihad Quranic Verses. The importance of this study lies in that it investigates the
verses from a phonetic stylistic perspective which is a, relatively, modern field because it is very
rare to find studies that tackled the Holy Quran from this perspective, not the common traditional
rhetorical perspective.

The study has found out that the relationship between the phonetic structure and the content
structure is a classic-modern issue. The study also found out that those who claimed that there
is relationship between the signifier and the signified could not prove that there is an inevitable
relation between them. They were only investigating a particular pattern of words that imitate
and mimic the natural sounds or they were investigating "a nice relation" between things and
words. Moreover, the study has found that the mimical significations of the singular and the
syllable phonetic structure were in harmony and in a comprehensive context with the content
significations in the Quranic verses. The study recommended to do more of stylistic phonetic
studies on the Quranic texts that show the Quranic rhetoric on the phonetic level.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Rhetoric, Stylistics, phonetic stylistics, Phonetics, Semantics,
The Holy Quran, jihad Verses.

Cihad Ayetlerinde Fonetik Yapinin Anlam Yapisi ile iliskisi
Oz

Calisma cihad ayetlerinde gegen sdzciklerin lafiz anlam iligkisini ele alip bunlarn fonetik uslip
acisindan incelemekte ve (g temel soruya cevap aramakatadir. Bunlar: Arap dilindeki sézciklerin
fonetik yapisi ile anlamlari arasindaki iliski nedir? Soézcuklerdeki fonetigin hissettirdigi delaletler
nelerdir? Kelimeler hecelenmesinde ortaya gikan fonetigin hissettirdigi delaletler nelerdir? Calis-
mayla ilgili yaptigimiz incelemeler sonucunda yukarida sézli gegen sorulara verilen cevaplar bu
calismayi iki bélimde inecelemeyi gerekli kilmistir. Birinci bélimde teorik olarak dilbilimcilerin
ozellikle Arap dilcilerinin, fonetik yapinin anlam yapisiyla iliskisi hakkindaki gorisleri ele alinmak-
tadir. ikinci béliimde ise istatistiksel metoda dayanarak cihad hakkindaki ayetlerin icerdigi sesle-
rin incelenmesiyle konunun uygulamasi gosterilmistir.
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Konuya iliskin yapilan incelemeler sonucunda fonetik yapinin anlam yapisi ile olan iligkisinin eski
bir sorun oldugu tespit edilmistir. Ayrica arastirmamiz esnasinda farkettigimiz diger bir konu Arap
dilinde kullanilan harflerin ve hecelerin seslerinin delaleti ile bunlardan meydana gelen ayeti ke-
rimelerin anlam delaletinin uyumlu oldugudur. Bunlarla beraber fonetik diizeyde Kur'an belagatini
agiklamak igin Kur'an metinleri tzerinde daha fazla fonetik Uslup galismalari yapiimasini éneril-
mektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Deyisbilimi, Fonetik Deyisbilimi, Fonetik Bilim, Anlam-
bilim, Kur'an-1 Kerim, Cihat Ayetleri.
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The Relationship Between the Phonetic Structure and the Content Struc-
ture in Jihad Quranic Verses

(Extended Abstract)

The Holy Quran is considered to be the timeless and immortal miracle of
prophet Muhammad and a proof of his prophecy, and Allah challenged all
human beings to write something like it or even ten verses. The topic of The
Holy Quran Inimitability has been always the focus of the attention of many
studies of many scholars throughout the history and many have pointed out
several types of Inimitability and most importantly, the figurative Inimitabi-
lity. Therefore, many books were classified according to the way that they
studied the Holy Quran and its rhetoric. With the passage of time, the rheto-
rical studies have developed until the appearance of stylistics, which is the
modern form of rhetoric. Some of the features of the modern stylistics are: the
phonetic stylistics that studies the potential stylistic possibilities in the mate-
rial of the text, the underlying signification in some of the sounds of the lan-
guage, some of the phonetic compositions, and in some words whose utteran-
ces are related to the meaning or what is called onomatopoeia. This study is
considered to be as a phonetic stylistic one to the Holy Quran. jihad Quranic
Verses were chosen for this study because, first, for its importance in Islamic
religion. Second, because it represents a coherent topic in which the effect of
the phonetic structure can be measured in its content and form.

This study seeks to investigate the relation between the phonetic structure
and the content structure in Al Jihad Quranic Verses which they are 79 verses
distributed on 20 Quranic "Stira" and this shows the harmony of the phonetic
structure of these Quranic verses with the content structure and how much
the mimic significations is integrated with the content significations of the
Quranic verses.

The study was divided into two sections: the first was theoretical and the
second is practical. The deductive approach was used in the theoretical sec-
tion to study the opinion of the linguists, especially the Arab ones, regarding
the relation between the phonetic structure and the content structure and how
they formed the theoretical base in which it will be used in the practical sec-
tion. As for the second section, the statistical approach was used by counting
the Quranic verses and then counting the voices that were in the chosen Qura-
nic verses after they were phonetically written with taking "Ahkam at-Tajwid"
in consideration. Moreover, the study has only tackled the voiceless and long
voiced phonemes because the short vowels are only three in the Arabic lan-
guage and they should be existent because every syllable should contain one
vowel at least. However, this does not apply in the case of long voiced pho-
nemes, so they were mentioned in the statistics. In addition to this, it is worth
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noting that the meanings of other words have an underlined meaning in the
lingual roots and the lingual root consists of only voiceless phonemes, and
since the study seeks to investigate the significations of the mimic sounds, the
attention was focused on the voiceless phonemes because they are the com-
ponents of all the lingual roots. The study has also counted the voiced syllab-
les that were mentioned in the Quranic verses.

The study has done an analysis to the results of the statistical data and the
percentage of the repetitions of the phonemes and the syllables in the selected
Quranic verses for the study to find out dominance of a certain pattern of cer-
tain sounds or syllables on the phonetic structure of the selected Quranic ver-
ses and tested their integration and harmony with the content structure of the
studied Quranic text.

The study has found out that the voiced phonemes were dominant in the
phonetic structure of the Quranic verses in the percentage of (77.21%). In ge-
neral, the voiced phonemes were clearer and more overt when in comparison
to the voiceless phonemes, and also, they need less muscular efforts compa-
ring to the voiceless phonemes. In addition, they are highly pitched phonemes
in order to draw the attention of the listener to the great importance of them
and their purpose and to emphasize jihad issue for Muslims and to scold those
who are languid. Thus, the dominant presence of the voiced phonemes was a
clear and an obvious feature in the phonetic structure of the selected Quranic
Verses to reflect and to show the nature of this issue and to correspond to the
mimic significations of jihad.

The study also has found out that the percentage of the explosive sounds
were higher than the fricative sounds. This rapprochement in the percentages
has mimic indications that corresponds to the meanings of the Quranic verses.
The explosive sounds convey a feeling of strength when they are compared
to the fricatives sounds because the fricative sounds have indications of ele-
gance and silence and, also, they don't require a great muscular effort. The
phonetic explosive structure corresponds to the content structure of the Qura-
nic verses of jihad and carries a great deal of its indications such as fighting,
exerting efforts, combat, hassle and battle.

The study has found out by analyzing the syllabic structure of jihad Verses
that the moderate phonetic syllables are notably higher than their short coun-
terparts. The moderate syllables need a longer time duration to be pronoun-
ced and this supremacy of the, relatively, long syllables serves a great role in
fulfilling and conveying the meaning of the Quranic verses because jihad is a
very important and significant issue which needs explanation, interpretation
and clarification. As if the syllabic long phonetic structure gives the listener
enough time to receive the divine order and comprehend it.
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The study recommends to do more stylistic and phonetic studies on the
Quranic text that show the harmony between the phonetic structure and the
content structure, and to show the rhetoric of Al-Quran on the phonetic level
which is a field that's didn't have enough focus in comparison to the traditio-
nal rhetoric studies of the Holy Quran that was the focus of attention of most
of the studies on the Quranic text.
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