SARGON’UN SEKIZINCI SEFERI
VE BAZI ONERILER

Altan A. Cilingiroglu

Sargon’un, saltanatimin sekizinei yilinda {M,('j. T714), Urartu ve onun miittefiklerine kar_sl
diizenledigi sefer bir¢ok bilim adaminin arastirmasina konu olmus ve bununla ilgili olarak
cesitli Gneriler ileri siirillmiistiic (F. Thureau-Dangin, Une rélation de la huititme campagne
de Sargon, Paris 1912; H.A. Rigg, «Sargon’s Eighth Military Campaign», JAOS 62, 1942,
130 vd.; EM. Wright, «The FEighth Campaign of Sargon 11 of Assyria=, JNES 2, 1943,
173 vdd.).

Urartu krallign agisindan c¢ok Onemli olan bu seferi biz yeni buluntu ve yayinlarin
isiginda ele almayr ve bazi yeni oneriler getirmeyi arzuladik. Bugiine degin ortaya cikan
antik kayitlar icinde en ilging ve Onemlilerinden biri olan sekizinci sefer kayitlar, Sargon
tarafindan «<tanrtlarin babasi Assur'a» vyazilmig bir mektuptur (D.D. Luckenbill, Ancient
Records of Assyria and Babylonia, Chicago 1926, para. 139-178). Su anda Louvre Miizesi'nde
bulunan tabletin bir késesi kinktir, Fakat daha sonraki Alman kazilannda bu parca da
bulunarak tablet tamamlanmstir. Assur’a yazilan bu mektup yalmizea tarih ve tarihi cog-
rafya ile ilgili bilgiler vermesinin yamnda Bati Iran ve Urartu ckonomisiyle yasam seklini
gostermesi yoniinden de @dnemlidir. Ayrica mektuptaki siirsel anlatim, Urartu Kayitlarimm
aksine, okuyanm sikmayacak derecede ilgingtir.

Dogudaki Medler, Sargon'un saltanatinin baslarinda Asur dev-
leti igin ©nemli bir tehlike haline gelmigti. Sargon’un liglineii yilinda
(M.O. 719) iki Mannea sehri olan, Suandahul ve Durkukka'nin «on-
larn kralh ve efendisi olan Mannea’lv lanzw’ya kars: savasmayr plan-
ladagyms gérmekteyiz'. Bu isyanda, Medyali bir prens olan Zikirtu'lu
Metatti'nin bu gehirleri Asur'a karsi savundugu aciktir. Dogal ola-
rak Metatti de Rusa ile bir anlagma icindeydi. Ianzu'nun Sargon’a
bagvurmasiyle Asur bolgeye kugatmada kullamilacak silahlarla do-
natilmis bir ordu gonderdi. Ayaklanan sehirler ele gecirildi ve ya-
kildi. Bunun iizerine komsu sehirlerden iicii, Sukka, Bala ve Abitik-
na, Rusa’dan yardim isteginde bulundular. Bu istek yukaridaki se-

1 LAR 11, 6.
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hirlerin yagma edilip halkinin Kuzey Suriye'ye yollanmasina engel
olamadi®. 716 yilinda Zikirtu'lu Metatti ve Rusa Mannealilar arasin-
da ikinei bir isyam kériiklediler. Ianzu’'nun yerine gegen Aza da
Asur’'un yandagiydi. Aza dldiiriilerek cesedi Uaua$ dagina atildi. Bu
olaya karsi hemen harekete gecen Sargon Uisdis’li Bagbartu'yu
canli olarak yakalad: ve Aza'nin cesedinin atildig1 yerde onun deri-
sini ylizdiirdii ve kanmiyan vucudunu teghir etti®. Aza'nin yerine kar-
desi Ullusunu, Asur kayitlaria goére Sergon'un yardimiyla, idareyi
ele aldi*. Fakat cok gegmeden Ullusunu Urartu’nun daha yakin ve
tehlikeli bir diisman olduguna karar vererek Rusa ile birlik oldu.
Asur'un bu olaya tepkisi ¢abuk fakat merhametli oldu. Ullusunu’-
nun bu karari, Urartu’nun bu devirde hala Bati Iran’da en kuvvetli
otorite olarak kabul edildiginin delilidir’. Asur anallarindan anlasil-
digma gére Allabria ve Itti iilkeleri de Rusa ile yandas olarak Urar-
tu'nun vasallar: haline geldiler®. Asur'un bu olaya tepkisi cabuk fa-
kat merhametli oldu. Hernekadar Sargon Izirtu, Zibia ve Armaid
gehirlerini yakip yiktiysa da «onlara merhamet gésterdi»® ve Ullu-
sunu’yu affederek onu bir kez daha krali tahta yerlestirdi. Fakat
bir sonraki yil (M.O. 715) Ullusunu'nun yirmiiki sehrine Rusa ta-
rafindan ganimet olarak elkoyuldu; belki de Ullusunu bu sehirleri
Rusa'ya iyi niyetini ispat icin vermigtir®. Asur’un bu bélgedeki emir
ve nizami yeniden elde etmesi uzun siirmedi. Sargon’un saltanatinin
yedinei yilinda, 22 kale «kusatildr, zaptedildi ve Asur’un swurlar
igine getirildi»®. Oglunu Rusa’ya tutsak olarak veren Mannea valisi,
Daiakku ailesiyle birlikte baska iilkeye gonderildi. Ayni sefer sira-
sinda Sargon Nairi iilkesinin krali fanzu’dan Hubuskia'da vergi aldi.
Bu durum dogrudan Urartu iilkesi iizerine bir saldiriydr ve Sar-
gon’un artik Urartu ile kars: kargiya gelmekten korkmadigini gos-
termekteydi. Gizli ajanlar tarafindan yollanan ve Kimmerler’in,

LAR 11, 6.

LAR 11, 10.

LAR 11, 10; «Kardesi Ullusunu, onw krali tahta oturttumps.
Burney 1971, 154,

Azarpay 97, not 104,

LAR 1II, 10.

Olmstead 106.

LAR 1II, 12.
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Urartu’ya cok ko6tii anlar yasatarak, giineybatiya dogru ilerledigi
haberini veren mektuplar: alan Sargon, Urartu’yu Bati iran’dan
atabilecek ve hayatta bir kez gelebilen, bu sansi kullanmakta hic
duraksamadi.

Urartu sorunu ile ilgilenmeden Once, Sargon i¢in yapilacak ilk
is kuzey-bat1 simirimi giiven altinda almak oldu. Hernekadar bu bol-
ge daha Salmanassar I ve Tiglat-Pileser I zamaninda zaptedilmigse
de, yarim yiizyil siiren Asur’un gerileme doneminde, Urartu bu hdl-
genin kontrolunu eline gec¢irmisti. Sarduri IT devrinde, Tiglat-Pile-
ser III, Kuzey Suriye’deki Urartu kuvvetini sarsmis ve bolgedeki
devletleri Asur’a vergi vermege zorlamisti. Tiglat-Pileser IIT'iin 6lii-
miinden sonra Urartu bir kez daha bu bdlgenin egemenligini eline
gecirdi. Yakin cevrede yeni bir kuvvet, Muski’li Mita, ortaya cik-
t1g1 zaman Urartu bag diismani Asur’a karsi yeni bir miittefik bul-
mug oldu. Bu diisiince ile Sargon 718 yilinda Sinuhtu’lu Kaiakki'ye
karg1 bir sefer diizenledi; Sinuhtu kentini tahrip ettikten sonra,
sehri, kendisine daha yiiksek vergi vermeyi Oneren Atuna (Tya-
na 7)’Ii'* Matti'ye devretti’. Bolgedeki tehlikeyi ortadan kaldirma-
ya yonelik bagka bir girisim de «Biiyiik tanrlara verdigi soze karst
giinah igleyen ve Muski iilkesinin Mita’swna Asur’a diismanhgimy
igeren haberler yollayan»'* Kargamig’lh Pisiris’e karsi bir eylemde
bulunmakt: (M.O. 717). Rusa ve Mita’min yeterli yardim: olmayin-
ca, Kargamig'l elde etmek pek uzun siirmedi; Pisiris tahttan indi-
rildi ve Asur’dan getirilen ¢ok sayida halk Kargamis'a yerlestiril-
di. Boylelikle kent, Asur kralliginin sonuna kadar diizenli bir orgiite
sahip Asur sehri seklini aldi.

M.O. 714 yihinin «Dwusu» ayinda's, «tanrdardan korkan, kut-

10 Tyana ile ilgili degisik fikirler icin bk. Olmstead 83, not 9.

11 LAR 11, 7.

12 LAR 1II, &

13 Sargon'un Karganug'a yaptift seferin ekonomik bir nedeni de olmaldir. Bu sehir
Kiiciik Asya’va giden yiiksek dag yollarina hakim bir yerdeydi. Asur devleti burasim yd-
netimi altinda tuttugu siirece batiya giden askeri ve kervan yollarimin kontroliine sahip
olabilirdi. Bunun yaminda Kargamis Kalhu sehrinin en énemli ticari rakibi idi. Gerek Sargon
ve gerekse ondan sonra gelen krallar sehrin bu ticari onemini korumaya d&nem vermisler
ve Asur kralhgimin en bilyiik ticaret merkezi olmasini saglamuslardir.

14 Du'usu ayr Asur kayitlarinda «kuvverli ve dnde gelen tann Enlil'in oflu Ninigikung'un
eski tabletlerde (sefere ¢ikilacak zaman) bu aydir». dive yazdign aydir (LAR 11, 142), Du'usu
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sal rahip Sargon» ordusunu topladi, kampin hazir etti ve Kalah’tan
(iinlii sekizinci seferine baglamak iizere) yola cikt1”. Yukar: ve
Asgag1® Zap irmaklarim baz zorluklarla gecen Sargon «Zamua'® iil-
kesi olarak da adlandiridan» Lullumi iilkesindeki, yiiksek bir dag
siras1 meydana getiren Kullar'® daglarinin gecitlerine vardi. Sumbi
bolgesinde® ordusunu gozden gecirdi ve savas arabalari ile atlari-
nin sayimini yaptirdi®.

Bundan sonraki amag, «dAllabria ve Karalla iilkeleri yamnda
svmrlanan Mannea iilkesinin bir bolgesi olan»** Surika§’a varmakti.
Sargon bu ig icin Buia irmagimi* en az 26 kez asmak ve yiiksek te-
pelerden, vadi ve ucurumlardan gecmek zorunlugunda idi*. Suri-
ka¥’a** dogru ilerlerken Manneali Ullusunu Sargon’un gelisini duy-

ayr Rigg (JAOS 62, 1942, 132) tarafindan temmuz ile Muss-Arnoldt (JBL 11, 1892, 84)
tarafindan haziran ve Sages (lrag 25, 1963, 146) tarafindan gec-temmuz ay: ile tammlamir,
Askeri seferlerin baslangici genellikle ekonomik gereksinmelere baghdir, Ordu bugday ve
musir hasatimt beklemek zorundaydi. Bu durum ve Sargonun metinde kullandifs «yiikselmis
rmaklar» terimi gbz oniine alinirsa Asur ordusunun Kalah'tan gec-haziran ayinda yola ¢ik-
ti@1 diisiiniilebilir.

15 LAR II, 141.

16 LAR 1I, 142: Sargon bu mrma@ sulama kanah sanmgtir.

17 Zamua'min Silleymanive bdlgesiyle tammlanabilecegi fikri genellikle kabul edilir
(Streck, ZA 15, 1901, 260; Cameron, History of Iran, 35, 40 ve 141; Spesier, Mesopotamian
Ovigins, Philadelphia 1930, 8 vd.; Wright, 175, not 13; Thureau-Dangin, 3). L. Levine'in bu
konudaki fikri de degisik degildir (fran 11, 1973, 16-22).

18  Kullar daglarimin Siileymanive bilgesinde olmasi gereklidir. Bu gegit Asur'un on-
ceki krallan tarafindan da kullamilmisti. Salmanasar 111 Zamua'va buradan girmisti (LAR
I, 561, 637). L. Levine, Kullar dagini Zapin giineyinden bu daglara tek gecit veren Baziran
daglart ile tammlar (fran 11, 1973, 17). Bu gecit belki de bugiinkii Alunkoprii’den Siiley-
maniye've giden modern yolla aym idi.

19 Dogudaki yiiksek daglara varmadan once Sargon ordusuna bir mola verir. Sumbi,
Zamua iilkesinin bir boliimii olabilir (Levine, 1974, 114). Sargon Sumbi’den Surikas’a dogru
yol almistir. Zamua’dan Mannea fopraklarina varan biitiin yollar dag siralan arasindan
Siileymanive'vi gegerek gider. Bu iilke Sargon’un anallerinde tarif ettifi yerlere ¢ok uyar.
Sumbi bugiinkii Kale-Dizah (Rania) ovas: ile tamimlananbilir. Bu ova Kale-Dizah'tan alcak
daglarla aynhrsa da dofuya dogru masif tepeler haline doniisiir (Wright, 175).

200 LAR II, 142.

21 LAR II, 144,

22 Bu irmak Yukar: Zap'in bir kolu olan Varna Su ile tammlanabilir (Wright, 176).

23 Tepeleri asarken karsilastifi zorluklarin iistesinden gcelmek icin Sargon burada bir
yol insa eder (bu bélgenin siirsel tammm icin bk. LAR II, 142-143).

24 Mannea'nin bir bdlgesidir (LAR 11, 144) ve Sardas ile Baneh arasinda yer aimis
olabilir,
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du ve «Asur kralmwn tiim gegmis yillarwn intikamm almak istegi-
nin yatigmadigim» hisseder®”. Bu noktadan sonra sefer, askeri ve
politik olmak iizere iki amaca yénelir. Daha ileri bir askeri harekata
girismeden once Sargon, birka¢ giin sonra gerisinde birakacag: bu
topraklarin halklar ile baris yapma zorunlulugunda oldugunun far-
kina varir. Bu barisi gerceklestirebilmek icin de bazi iilkelere ha-
berciler ve heyetler yollar. Bu girigimlerinin olumlu sonucu cabuk
gelir. Sinihinu kentine dogru ilerleyen Sargon «Ullusunu ve onun
asilleri, yashlarm, yoneticileri ve krali sehir Izurtwdan gelen sehir
idarecileri»*® tarafindan karsilamr, ayaklar: 6piiliir ve kendisine ko-
yun, sigir ve siiriiciileriyle birlikte, arabaya kosulmus atlar harac
olarak sunulur®’. Sargon bundan sonra yiiriiylisiinii Parsua’ya dog-
ru devam ettirir ve yoredeki giivenligi ve diizeni daha da kuvvet-
lendirir. Yiiriiylis sirasinda Allabria’li Bel-apal-iddina’dan, Allabria’-
nin bir bolgesi olan Laruete** iilkesinin irmag: iizerinde yer alan La-
tafe*® kalesi yakininda vergi alir.

25 LAR 11, 144,

26 lzirtu Mannea iilkesinin baskenti idi. Burasinin Sakkiz civarindaki topraklar oldugu
tiim ilim adamlart tarafindan kabul ediliv (Wright, 178; Olmstead, 230-231; Thureau-Dangin,
4; Burney 1971, 154-155).

27 LAR 11, 144,

28 Allabria’dan Salmanassar 111 (LAR 1, 637 ve 639) ve Adad-Nirari 11Viin (LAR I,
739) anallerinde s6z edilmistir. Allabria'mn Urmiye Golii'niin giineyinde Caghati ve Sorbulak
irmaklarimin oldugu bélgede, Tastepe ile Sakkiz arasinda yer aldifi Snerilir {(Wright, 176;
Pinches, JRAS, 1913, 583, not 2). Sargon'un Allabria’yva vardiktan sonra Parsua'yva dogru
asagl indig dikkate almirsa Allabriamin bu denli kuzevde ver almasi olanaksiz goriiniir.
Sayet Parsua i¢in giineyde bir konum kabul edilirse, Allabria’'min da Parsua'va yakin bir
verde yer almasi gerekir. Aksi halde Sargon dnce Urmiye G8&lii'niin giineyine, sonra da
asagiya Parsua’ya gitmekle kendisi icin son derece dnemli olan zaman ve gayretini gereksiz
yvere harcamis olurdu. Salmanassarin 843 yili seferinde ve Sargon'un sekizinci seferinde
Asur ordulari Parsua’ya varabilmek icin Zamua, Mannea ve Allabria® {izerinden giden bir
yol tutmuslardir. Bu nokta ve Sargon'un anallerinde ver alan «Mannea iilkesinin bir bilgesi
olan Surikas'a karsi, ki Allabria ve Karalla iilkeleri tarafindan stmrlamrs (LAR 11, 144) ta-
mmi Allabria’min Parsua ve Surikas iilkelerinin ikisinden de vakin bir yerde yer aldigim
agcikca gosterir . Bu durumda bu bélge icin en uygun konum izirtuw'nun giiney ve giiney-
batisindaki bélgedir,

29 Sayet LataSe sehrinin iizerinde yer aldifi wmak Sorbulak olarak kabul edilirse, La-
tase’de bu durumda Tastepe'nin giiney-batisindaki modern Fakrikah ile tanimlanabilir. Prizm
B yazitinda (LAR 11, 197-213, &zellikle 210) belirtildigi gibi, Latafe izirtwdan 7 beru uzak-
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Namri, Sangibuti, Bit-Abdani valileri ve Medler belki de Sar-
gon'un kizgmhgim azaltmak ve intikam almasimi engellemek ama-
ciyle ona vergi ve harag¢ verdiler. Sargon bu iilkeleri yakip-yikmak
yanlis1 degildi. Bunun tek nedeni ilerdeki girigimleri icin kendisine
gerekli olan zamanini harcamamakti. Vergi ve harac sunma eylemi
Parsuas’da® yapildi; bu vergiler arasinda atlar, katirlar «o bdlgeye

hktaydi, 1 bery 2 saatlik yiiriiyiis (6 ile 8 km) olarak alinabilir. Thureau-Dangin 1 beru’nun
6 km oldugunu savunur (Journal Asiatigue, 1909, 79). Bu durumda 42 km (6 km X 7 beru)
izirtu ile Fakrikah arasindaki mesafeyi kapayacak biiyiiklilkte degildir.

30 Birgok ilim adamm Parsua’min Urmiye Goli‘niin yakimnda yer aldigim kabullenir
(Thureau-Dangin, 4, not 30; Herzfeld, Archacological History of Iran, London 1935, 9 vd.;
Sayce, JRAS 14, 1882, 389; Olmstead, Wesrern Asia in the days of Sargon of Assyria, New
York 1908, 118.; Wright, 178; Minorsky, BSOAS 19, 1957, 77 vd.; Young, fran 3, 1967,
17; Kinnier-Wilson, Irag 24, 1962, 111; Boehmer, BJ 5, 1965, 193; Burney 1971, 123).
Parsua’nin konumn hakkinda énceki inamstan tiimiiyle farkh bir éneri L. Levine (Levine
1974, 112) tarafindan yapilmistir, Bu Oneri Mahidastin kuzey yoresini de icererek, Par-
sua'yt Kuzey-bau Mahidast yoresindeki merkezi Bati Zagroslar’a yerlestiriv. Levine'in Onerisi
Asur ve Urartu kayitlanimn isiginda ve elimizdeki delillerle gercefe en yakimdir. Bu deliller
Levine ve tarafimizdan etrafly sekilde incelendiginden (Levine 1974, 99 vd.; Cilingiroglu 1976,
159 vd.) burada tekrara gerek gOrmiiyoruz. Ancak Parsua'min giineysel konumunun Urartu'-
nun Bau iran’daki yayilim agisindan Snemi burada dikkate alinmalidir. Parsua'mn Urmiye
Gali'niin civarninda kabul edilisi Urartu'nun giiney-bati ve doguya dogru yayihs: ile ilgili
hig bir degisiklik yapmaz. Ama adi gegen bdlgenin konumunun yer degistirmesi Urartu
yayilimim giineye dogru bir hayli kaydirabilic. Urartu yazitlaminda Barsua (Parsua) adi ilk
kez Meidia ile birlikte 18puini-Menua ortak kralhk zamamina ait olan Karagiindiiz yamtinda
secer (UKN, 24). Daha sonra Argiiti I zamamnda bu kralin altinci yil anallarinda yeniden
kargmmiza ¢ikar (UKN, 127). M.O. 781°deki dogu seferinde Mana adindan séz edilmesine
karsin Sakkiz'in kuzeyindeki Buitu ve Barsua adi istili ve zaptedilen ilkeler arasinda ve-
rilmisti. ArgiSti'nin 779 yilindaki seferinde ise Mana ve BuStunun soz ediligine karsin bu
kez Barsua'dan bahis yoktur. Mana ve Bustu'nun en azindan kuzey yoreleri Urmiye Golii'ne
yakin bir konuma sahiptir. Sayet Barsua iilkesi de Urmiye Golii'ne yakin bir yerde olsaydi
Argiéti'nin bu iilkeden stz etmemesinin nedeni ne idi? Bu sorunun yaniti; Barsua iilkesinin
son sefer sirasinda zaptedilmedigi ve Urartu ordusunun Barsua ile karsi karsiya gelmedigi
seklinde verilebilir. Ancak bu pek de doyurucu bir yamit degildir. Clinkii Urartulular Barsua
itlkesini, iSpuini-Menua cagimi ve de 781 yilim da igermek kaydiyle hi¢ bir zaman zaptedeme-
miglerdir. Hatta bu iilke, Levine'in aksine, Urartulular tarafindan stk sik bile saldinya
ugramamustir. ArgiStinin saltanatimin  dokuzuncu yih olan 778 tarihinde Barsua Urmiye
Golit kiyilarmn fizerinde ya da civarinda yer almis olsaydi, Urartu kayitlanmn bu addan
iki kezden cok daha fazla sz etmis olmasi gerekirdi. ArgiSti 778 yihnda ynettifi baska
bir seferle Mana ve irkuini iilkesine ve de «Asur daglarina kadar yol aldi»@im bildirir
(UKN, 127). Kayitlarda gegen «Asur daglan» Mana iilkesinin giineyi ve Siileymaniye'nin
kuzeyi olabilir, Sayet Mana iilkesi hakkindaki giineysel konum dogru olarak kabul edilir
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dzgii»*' develer cogunluktaydi. Asur ordusu Parsua$'dan Mannea
tilkesinin bir bolgesi olan Missi'ye* hareket etti. Seferle ilgili ka-
yitlarm bu béliimiinde Sargon’un bu bélge halk: iizerinde uygula-
dig1 politika hakkinda giizel 6rnekler vardir. Asur kralmin gorkem-
li bir sélen masas1 hazirlamasi: ve Ullusunu’nun oglunun tahta ge-
cigini giivence altina almasi, Sargon’un Ullusunu ve bélgedeki 6teki
kabile reisleri ile hi¢ bir anlagsmazliga diismek istemedigini acik
olarak sergiler. Bu diisiinceden kaynaklanarak Sargon «onlara mer-
hamet gosterir, temennilerini kabul eder»*. Mannea topraklarinda
bir kale olan Gizilbunda’dan*' ve Zirdiakka’dan® vergi alir. Mannea
tilkesi ile «kuvvetli Medlers topraklari arasindaki 30 berw’luk bir
yviriiylis" Sargon'u Panzi¥’e’™ ulagtirir. Asur krali bu kalenin sur

ve Siileymaniye'nin kuzeyine kadar olan bélgeyi kapladiéi disiiniiliirse, bu durumda Barsua
Mana iilkesinden de glineyde yver almis olmaldir. Aksi halde Argiiti 778 yilinda Barsua il-
kesiyle de karsi karsiya gelmis olmaliydi. Mana {ilkesi ve Asur tarafindan desteklenen Medes
halklarindan gelen karst koymalar Urartular't daha giineye ve gliney-doguya gitmekten al-
koymus olabilir. Urartular gayretlerini daha cok Mana iilkesi iizerinde yofunlastirmislar
ve boylelikle Asur ile aralarinda dogrudan dogruya bir karsilasmayr engelleyecek tampon
bir devlet yaratmiglardir, Barsua'mn bu giineysel konumu «Urartu Siileymaniye béolgesine
degin yayilabilmigsmi idi?» sorusunun ortaya cikmasma neden olur. Herseyden once Barsua
tizerine yapilan birkac sefer Urartunun Siileymaniye bélgesinin giineylerini egemenligi altina
aldigi anlamina gelmez. Barsua’mn Urartu kayitlarindaki az sayidaki sbz edilisi, Asur'un
askeri glicliniin zayif oldugn zamana rastlar, Levine'in de Gnerdigi gibi (Levine 1974, 112)
Asur kuvverlerinin Menua, Ispuini ve Argisti cagindaki zayifhi dikkate alimirsa, Urariw’yu
Siileymaniye'nin giiney bolgesine sefer yapmak istediginde durduracak hic birsey voktu.

Ayrica bélgeye sefer yapmak burasimin Urartu tarafindan iskan edildigi anlamina da
selmez.

31 LAR 11, 147.

32 Missi'nin (Urartu kayitlanindaki MeiSta, Salmanassar 11Iin 835 wih kayitlarmda
Messi, Assurnasirpal cagindaki Mesu ve Samsi-Adad V cagma ait olan Monolith yazittaki
Mesaya) Tastepe ile esdegerliligi genellikle kabul edilir (Wright, 179, not 31; Lehmann-
Haupt, Armenien 1I/1, 219-220; Rigg, 134, not 34}. Bu fikre karst olarak Levine Missi'nin
Mannea iilkesinin en giiney bélimii oldugu varsayimim onerir (Levine 1974, 114).

33 LAR 1I, 148,

34 Gizilbunda Mannea ile Med topraklar arasindaydi. Sakkiz'in giiney ya da giiney-
dogusu Gizilbunda olarak kabul edilebilir.

35 Kayitlardan anlasildigina gore, Zirdiakka Sakkizin giiney, Baneh’in dogusuna ko-
vyulabilir,

6 LAR 11, 150.

37 ki olanaktan biri Taht-t Siileyman oteki ise Tikan Tepe'dir (Wright, 180, not 38).
Saruk 1rmag iizerindeki Tikan Tepe Panzi§ ile tamimlanabilir. Fakat Zirdiakka ile Panzii

Anadolu  Arastirmalart F. 16



242 ALTAN A. CILINGIROGLU

duvarlarim kuvvetlendirir, kaleye yiyecek, yag, sarap ve savas mal-
zemesi depo eder®®.

Sargon Zikurtu'ya varincaya dek yaptig: siyasi ve askeri giri-
simleri bagarihi sekilde yiiriittii. Heniiz 6nemli bir savag yapilma-
migt1. Fakat bu savas Asur ordusunun Zikurtu'lu Metatti’yve dogru
ilerlemesiyle yaklagiyordu. Sargon Rusa’min ordusuyla karsilagma-
dan once Metatti tehlikesini ortadan kaldirmaliydi. Bu nedenden
kaynaklanan Asur krali «son zamanlarda kétii kararlar veren ve
Ursa ile birlesens Zikurtu'lu®® Metatti’ye saldirdi. Bu kez Rusa Zi-
kurtu’dan cok uzakta ve Metatti’ye yardim edemeyecek durumda
idi. Rusa’nin yardimi olmaksizin Sargon’a karsi zafer kazanmanin
olanaksizligini kavrayan Metatti «iilkesinin tiim insanlarim toplada
ve onlar wzak daglara gdtiirdii»*°. Metatti ordusunu Uasdirikka
daglar1*’ gecitlerine yerlestirdi. Oyle gériiniiyor ki Metatti bu ka-
rarinda isabetliydi. Sargon bolgede bir hayli kaleyi tahrip etmigse
de simdi «atlart ve savasgilar: ile»*? beraber, Urartu ordusu ile bir-
lesmek icin yola koyulan Metatti’nin yakalanig: ile ilgili kayitlarda
hic¢ birgey yoktur.

Sargon Aukane'den «Ursa’nmin zaptettigi»** Mannea iilkesinin
bir bolgesi olan Uisdis’e dogru yola cikti. Urartulular Metatti ile
birlikte Sargon’un ilerleyigini durdurmak icin kayitlarda incelikle
anlatilan Uaus dagi* iizerinde bekliyorlardi. Savas «cok wvahsi ve
korkung oldu». Sargon'un tanmimlamasiyle; «ova diismamn kanla-

arasindaki 30 beru (LAR 11, 150) yiiriiyiis dikkate ahindifinda Panzi§'in Zirdiakka'yva cok
vakin olduiu ortaya ¢ikar. Bu nedenle Zikirtu civarindaki kuzeysel bir konum daha uygun
bir varsayimdir.

38 LAR II, 150; Sargon tarafindan ahnan bu &nlemler onun Rusa’min ordusuyle sa-
vasirken bu bolgede gikabilecek bir ayaklanmadan hald korktugunu gosterir. Sargon Zikirtu'-
dan ve Andia’da olabilecek bir ayaklanmaya engel olacak yeterlilikte asker ve savag mal-
zemesini buraya birakmg olabilir.

39  Andia ile birlikte Mannea’'nmin bir bolgesiydi. Cografi konumunun belirsizligine kar-
sin Sakkiz’in kuzey-dogusu ve Mianduabin dogusu varsayimi dnerilebilir.

40 LAR II, 151.

41 Khavaja Dag siralariyle tammlanabilir (Wright, 181, not 42).

42 LAR II, 151.

43 LAR 1I, 152,

44 Uauadin Sahend dag ile tammlanmasi genellikle kabul ediliv (Wright, 176 ve ha-
rita; Thureau-Dangin, 17-29; Piotrovskii 1966, 110 ve harita; Burney 1971, 128).
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rufle doldu, toprak ditsman kanlariyle sanki bir elbise gibi boyand».
Sargon bir atakla Urartu karargadhim eline gecirdi. Rusa «hayatin
kurtarmak amacwyle savas arabasvm terk etti, bir kisraga binip or-
dusunun oniinden kagtr»*°. Sargon «tim inis ve gaslar Ursa’nmn
savasglarimn cesetleri»*® ile doldurarak Urartular: takibe koyuldu.
Savasin bu asamasinda kayitlarda bazi anlasilmaz noktalar ortaya
cikar. Sargon Rusa’yl Uau$ dagi iizerinde yenik diistirdiigiinii ileri
slirmesine karsin, bir sonraki paragrafta Rusa'nin «benim kuvvetli
silghlarvman guliitiisinden alarma gecti ve TuSpa’yr, onun krali seh-
i, terketti, ve daglarn yamaclarmae kagti»@1n1*’ savunur. Asur kral
Urartu’ya dogru yiiriime kararimi vermek icin cok beklemedi. Bu
zaman siiresince Rusa’nin Tuspa’ya varmasi ve orayi yeniden terk
edip daglara tirmanmasi olanaksizdi. Bu durumda iki varsayim or-
taya c¢ikar : Ilk varsayim bu kayitin dogru olmayip yalnizea Sar-
gon'un bir anlatim sekli oldugu, ikincisi ve daha akla yakini ise
Rusa’'nin savag sirasinda Uauf daginda degil fakat Tuspa’da oldugu-
dur, Urartu i¢in daha yakin ve daha ciddi bir tehlike olan Kimmer
saldiris1 dikkate alindiginda Rusa’nmin Tuspa’da kalip ordusunu yo-
netmeyi yeyledigi varsayimi agirhk kazanir.

Sargon seferin bu evresinde aniden kararimi degistirir ve «yii-
zinii Urartuw’ya ¢evirir». Bu ani karar hi¢ de sasirtic: degildir. Uaus
daginda elde edilen bagar: Asurlu askerlerin moralini kéritklemis
olmahlidir, Sargon’un kendisinin de kabullendigi gibi, askerlerin kuv-
veti tiilkenmis, yorulmus ve Asur krali «onlarin ne yorgunluklarin
dindirebiliyor, ne de susuzluklarim giderecek su verebiliyordu»*®.
Belki de Sargon seferinin baglangicinda yliriiyiisiinii Urmiye Golii’-
niin batisina, Van Gdlii'ne dogru uzatmay: planlamamigti. Seferin
amaci Kuzey Iran’daki Urartu kontrolunu yok etmekti fakat Uauas
daginda kazanilan bagari ile Urartu iilkesinin saldirgan gécebeler
tarafindan tehdit edildigi haberi, Sargon’a seferini daha ilerilere,
Van Golii'ne dogru uzatmak karar ve cesaretini vermisti. Bu diisiin-
ceyle ilerleyen Asur ordusu, yillardan beri at yetigtirici ustalarimin
yagadig iilkelere vardi. «Uzak simrlar: dzerinde biiyiik bir kale olansy

45 LAR 11, 154,
46 LAR II, 155.
47 LAR 11, 155.
48 LAR 11, 154,
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Uskaia* kentinin insanlari «vehsi topraklara 6zgii olan vahsi at-
larm geng yavrularim yakalaywp, bunlarr onun (Rusa’nin) ordusu
igin yetistiriyorlardi»™. Sargon’un USkaia kentinde kuvvetli bir di-
renigle kargilagtig1 goriiliir. Her zaman kisaca soyledigi gibi «gehri
tahrip ettim» yerine gehrin kusatilmas) ve alinmasiyle ilgili en kii-
ciik ayrintiyi vermistir. USkaia’nin ele gecirilisi tamamlandiktan
sonra Sargon Dalaia® iilkesi ovasinda yer alan, kuvvetli duvarli bir
ikiz gehir olan Tarui ve Tarmakisa'yva dogru ilerledi. Sahend dagin-
daki savastan sonra seferin kayitlarinda adi gecen sehirler Urartu-
lar tarafindan inga edilmis kaleler olmalidir. Bu kalelerin tanimi
Sargon Urartu'nun ana topraklarina yaklastikca degismekte ve daha
kuvvetli, daha yiiksek ve ele gecirilmesi daha giic yerlesmeler sek-
lini almaktadir. Tarui ve Tarmakisa bu Urartu kalelerinden ikisiy-
di : «onlarmn duvarlary ¢ok yiiksekti, dis duvarlary ¢ok iyi insa edil-
misti, hendekleri ¢ok derindi ve (kalelerin) etrafim tamamiyle ce-
viriyordu»*. Bu noktadan kaynaklanarak denilebilirki Tebriz ovasi
ve onun cevresi sadece politik bir etkiden c¢ok askeri ve Kkiiltiirel
yonden Urartu egemenligindeydi.

Buradan sonraki ilk gaye kabul edilen cografi konumuna gore
iki ayr1 yol ile erigilebilen Ulhu gehrine varmakti. Sayet Ulhu'nun
cok kiginin kabullendigi gibi®® Marand ile tanimi dogru ise Sargon
bu durumda Armarili'ye varmak i¢in Hoy ve Koturcay'dan gecen
bir yol secmis olmalidir, Ikinei varsayim ise Sargon’un Urmiye go-
liniin kuzey kiyilarindan Sahpur’a (Haftavan Tepe) gelmisg olmasi
ve buradan keskin bir doniigle Kotur Cay’a varmis olmasidir. Bur-
ney™ Ulhu'nun Sahpur yakinindaki Haftavan Tepe ile tanimlana-
bilecegi varsayiminm ortaya atmistir. Ulhu'nun tanimi ne olursa ol-
sun bu sehir genig sulama tesisleri yoniinden bilyiik 6nem tasir. Se-
zicinei yiizyihn sonuna dogru Urartu kralligimin niifusu en yiiksek
diizeye erigmisti. Fakat tiim Urartu topraklarina yayilan yogun su-

49  USkaia : Uski (Wright, 183) Sahend dafimin kuzey-bati eteklerinde bir vadi icinde
yer ahr. Bu konudaki degisik fikir icin bk. Rigg, 134-135.

50 LAR 1I, 158,

51 Tebriz ovast ile esanlaml olabilir.

52 LAR 1II, 159.

53  Wright, 185'te burasim Ula ya da Ulug ile esanlamh kilar,

54  AS 22, 1972, 182-183,
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lama tesisleri sadece Urartunun niifusunun biiyiimesiyle aciklana-
maz. Bu tiir galigmalarin bagkaca bazi nedenleri olmaliydl. Bir ne-
den anayurdun disinda yasayan halklari tatmin etmege yonelik bir
siyaset olabilirdi. Fakat daha akla yakm bir varsayim kralhigin de-
gigik bolgelerine yayilan bazi «yeni gelenlere» gerekli olanaklar:
hazirlamakti. Bu halklar bu yéreye goclerin® veya Urartulular'in
zeptedilmis {lilkelerden elde ettikleri insanlari kendi topraklarina
yerlestirme siyasetlerinin bir sonucu olabilir. Binicilikte ve at yetis-
tirmekte usta olan USkaia ve Subi sehri halklarinin gicebe olabile-
cegi dikkate alindiginda bu insanlarin bélgeye goclerle geldigi agir-
Iik kazanir. Sayet Urartu krallar: bu gocebeleri Urartu tarzinda bir
hayata doniistiirmek istemigse, onlara sulama tesisleri olan toprak
ve kuvvetli kaleleri de igeren bir hayli olanaklar vermesi zorunluydu.
Urartu iilkesinin bu yoéreleri dogudan ve giiney-batidan gelebilecek
bir saldiriya karsi koyacak bir engel olusturmak igin gocebelerin
verlestirilebilecegi en uygun bolgeydi. Sekizinci yiizyilldan sonra
kuzey-bat1 Iran’in kuzeyinde sayilar: gittikce artan Urartu kaleleri®
bu yorede yapay bir niifus artigini gosterecek kamitlardandir.
Ulhu'dan sonra Sargon Armarili iilkesi icinde yer almasindan
cografi konumu pek problematik olmayan Sangibutu®* bolgesine dog-
ru yola ¢ikti. Hoy, Urmiye géliiniin kuzey-dogusu ve Aravin dag ta-
rafindan cevrilen bolge Sangibutu olarak almabilir. Sangibutu’dan
sonra Sargon’un vardigt Armarili iilkesinin Van géliiniin kuzey-dogu
ve dogusunda yer aldigi goriisii genellikle kabul edilir®. Sargon y6-
redeki «yedi kuvvetli sehri, komsu iilkelerdeki 30 sehirle birlikte»>
imha etti. Daha sonra Asur ordusu «Ursa’mn baba-evi sehri olan

55 Burney, AS 22, 1972, 185.
56 Kleiss, AMI 2, 1969, 20 vd.
57 Wright, 186°da burasim Salmas ovas: ile esdegerler.

58 van Loon, 26; Burney 1971, 153. Rigg. 135, not 43'te burayi Assurnasirpal I'nin
kayitlanindaki Ammali ile tamimlar. Burney (AS 7, 1957, 38), I. Sandalgian (Histoire docu-
mentaire de 'Armenie II, Paris 1917, harita), Adontz (Histoire d'Arménie Paris, 1946, 108),
R. Grousset (Histoire de I"Arvinenie, Paris 1947, 55 ve harita) Armarili'nin Irtia (Aladag)
dagr yakinindaki ve Salmanassar 1iin kayilarinda gegen Aramili oldufunu énerirler. Bu
fikir dogruysa Armarili Caldiran ovasi ile esdegerli kilinmmahdir (ayrica bk, W. Kleiss,
Ist Mite 19720, 1969/70, 130 vdd.). o

59 LAR II, 163, '
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Arbw’ya ve Riar’a, Istarduri’'nin sehrisne vardi. Bu iki sehir Rusa ve
Sarduri’nin yerel veya kutsandig: sehir olabilir.

Metinlerden anladigimiza gore, Sargon buradaki Haldi tapina-
g1 ve kutsal sahasim yikt1*°. V. Sevin ve O. Belli’nin Anadolu Aras-
twrmalar, Dergisi'nin bu sayismda belirttikleri gibi Pagan’da (Yesil-
alic) bir Haldi su-si’si ve alt1 adet tas steli de iceren bir kutsal alan
vardir®!, Seferin kayitlariyle yapilacak bir kiyaslama ve Pagan sita-
deli iizerinde yer alan kuvvetli yangin ve yikinti izleri Pagan’in
biiyiik bir olasilikla Arbu ya da Riar’la esdegerli olabilecegini goste-
rir®,

Seferin bu evresinde énemli bir problem ortaya cikar : Sargon
Van goliiniin etrafini dolagtimi yoksa boyle bir kuzey yolunun teh-
likesini goze almadan dogrudan dogruya giineyemi devam etti? Bu
iki varsaymm tamamen Uaiais sehrinin cografi konumuna baghdir®.
Thureau-Dangin®, Piotrovskii®® ve Burney’in‘® kabul ettigi gibi
Uaiais’in Bitlis ile esdegerlendirilmesi, Sargon’un kuzey yolunu al-
dig1 varsayimini kuvvetlendirir. Fakat, Uaiais’in Bagkale®" ile tam-
mi1 yukaridaki fikri zayiflatacak niteliktedir.

Agagida aciklayacagimiz gibi biz Sargon’un Van Géli'niin ku-
zeyinden ve batisindan dolasmadigina v_ .u nedenle Bitlis'in Uaiais
ile esdegerli olmadigina inamyoruz. Bu fikrin en 6nemli dayanak-
larindan biri, Sargon’un seferini tamamlamak i¢in zamaninin ¢ok
simrly olusudur. Asur ordusu Kalah’tan haziran aymin sonlarinda
hareket etmisti. Bu durumda Sargon seferini tamamlayip basken-
tine dénmek icin dért ya da en fazla bes aya sahipti. Ekim aymin
baslarinda bu yérenin yiiksek gecitlerine kar yagmaga baglar. Sar-

60 LAR 11, 165.

61 UKN, 25.

62 Pagan’daki (Yesilahc) Haldi Kapusi tiiriindeki anitsal kaya nislerine halk arasinda
«K&r Kapi» adi verilir. Bu kér kapilar ile Urartu tapmak kapilar arasindaki iliski igin bk.
T. Tarhan ve V. Sevin, Belleten 39, 1975, 395.

63 LAR II, 167.

64 Thureau-Dangin, 11, not 68-69.

65 Piotrovskii 1966, harita.

66 Burney 1971, 156. Rigg bu fikre karsi gelmekle beraber herhangi bir Gneride
bulunmaz.

67 Lehmann-Haupt, Armnenien 1171, 318 vd.
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gon zamaninin biiyiik bir béliimiinii Zamua’da ve Urmiye Golii'niin
dogusundaki savag ve saldirilarla harcamigti. Harita iizerinde yapi-
lacak basit bir arastirma Asur ordusunun Armarili’ye varmas i¢in en
az 1 000 km’lik bir yiiriiylis yapmasi gerektigini gosterir. Sargon’un
ordusunun hi¢ bir saldiriyle ve savagla zaman kaybetmedigi diigiiniil-
se bile Asur ordusu bu mesafeyi saatte 2-3 km’lik bir hizla ve giinde
7 ila 8 saathk bir yiiriiyiigle®® ancak ii¢ ayda alabilirdi. Bu durumda
ordunun Armarili’yve varist eyliiliin sonunu bulmus olmalidir. Van
Goli'niin kuzeyini dolagmak ve y6redeki halktan hic bir karg1 koy-
ma gelmese bile en az 20 giin alirdi. Bu durumda Sargon Musasir’e
saldirabilmek i¢in dort aydan fazla bir zamana gereksinme duymus
olmalidir. Musasir’den sonra bagkentine dénebilmek icin de en az 15
giin gerekliydi. Sargon bu yoredeki daglar: kar yagisi baslamadan
asip Revanduz ovasina giremezse bu igi asla basaramayacagini bil-
meliydi. Bu diiglincenin etkisiyle Asur kralh ordusunun biiyiik bir
kismini Kalah’a yollamig ve kendisine Musasir’i kusatmaya ve al-
maya yetecek kadar asker ayirmigti. Diger bir nokta da yukarida
onerilen fikri destekler. Asur ordusu Ulhu'yu terk ettikten sonra
son derece bitkin ve yorgundu. Bu nedenle Sargon ordu icindeki dii-
zeni saglayamamis olabilirdi, Bu durumu Sargon’un kendisi bile
seferin kayitlarina gecirmek istedigine gore, ordu igindeki huzur-
suzluk Asur kralinin bize acikladigindan ¢ok daha ciddi olsa gerek-
tir. Asur ordusuna belki de Urmiye G&lii'niin kuzeyine kadar gidile-
cegine dair s0z verilmisgti. Ancak Sargon bu konudaki fikrini degis-
tirip «yiiziini Urartu'ye dondiigii»> zaman ordusu bunu kabullenme-
mig olabilir. Bu nedenledir ki Sargon Tu$pa’ya saldirma giliciinii ken-
dinde bulamamigtir. Bu sartlar altinda golii kuzeyinden dolasmak
Asur ordusu igin cok tehlikeli bir girigim olurdu.

Seferle ilgili kayitlar Sargon’un Ulhu'yu terkettikten sonraki
bolgeler hakkinda cok az bilgi verir. Armarili ile Uaiais arasindaki
yorede, Sargon'un géliin kuzeyini dolagtig1 varsayimi kabul edildi-
ginde, bir hayli iilkeden stz etmis olmas: gerekirdi. Halbuki Armari-
li'"den sonra karsilastigimiz ilk {ilkeler Nairi ve Hubuskia’dir. «Cal-
kantily denizin kuplarmda» yer alan kalelerin, Sargon'un géliin ku-
zeyini dolastigini savunan bilim adamlar: tarafindan, goliin kuzey

68  Saggs (Mrag 25, 1963, 147) Asur ordusunun bir giinde 30 mil yiirddiglinii onerir.
Fakat bu 6neri tam donamimli bir ordu icin cok fazladir.
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kiyilarinda yer aldigi kabul edilir. Bu kaleler pekala goliin dogu
tarafinda da yer almig olabilirdi. Van Gélii'niin dogusunda bugiin
bilinen kale sayisinin ¢ok smirlt olmas: yukaridaki fikri savunan
bilim adamlarimi béyle bir sonuca varmaya zorlamis olabilir. Bur-
ney* ve tarafimdan™ yapilan ylizey aragtirmalarina karsin, bu yo-
rede heniiz saptanamamis bir hayli kale var olmalidir™. Ne yazik ki
bu oneriyi destekleyecek arkeolojik deliller fazla degildir. Buna kar-
sin goliin dogusunda tek kazi yapilan Urartu yerlesmesi olan Ca-
vustepe’de bu oneriyi destekleyecek bazi veriler de yok degildir.
Sarayin ¢opliigiinde elde edilen tabakalanmada iki yangin izi acikea
goriilmektedir. Ustteki yangin tabakasinin iizerinde Urartu cag1 bu-
Juntularini iceren bir dolgunun yer almasi, bu ikinci yangimin Urartu
kralliginin yikihsi ile ilgili olmadigimi gésterir. Bu durumda ilk yan-
gmin Tiglatpileser IIT'iin saldirisina ait oldugu diisiiniiliirse (M.O.
735), ikinei yangimin ya gocebe istildsina ya da Sargon’un sekizinci
seferine ait oldugu kabul edilebilir. Cavustepe’'nin cegitli béliimlerin-
de M.O. 8. yiizyihn son yillarma ait olabilecek bazi yikinti1 ve yan-
gin izlerine de rastlanmigtir. Fakat A. Erzen’in bize bildirdigine gore,
bu yikintilara dogal bir felaketin mi ya da bir saldirinin mi neden
oldugu heniiz kesin olarak saptanamaz. Ayrica Cavustepe'deki yan-
gin tabakalarindan her hangi birinin Sargon'un seferi ile ilgili ol-
mayisi Asur kralinin bu bélgeye gelmedigini kanmitlayamaz. Ciinkii,
Sargon Van Golii civarinda herne kadar bircok sehirden stz etmisse
de, bu ydrede biiyiik bir tahribat yaptig1 kesin degildir.

Sargon’un sekizinei seferinde izledigi yol Musasir’in cografi ko-
numu ile yakindan ilgilidir. Sayet Musasir'in Keligin gecidi yakin-
larinda yer aldig: kabul edilir ve bir an icin Sargon’un Van Goli'-
niin kuzeyini dolagarak Bitlis’e geldigi diisiiniiliirse, Musasir’e var-
mak icin Asur ordusu iki ya da i¢ yolu kullanabilirdi. Bu yollardan
ikisi Bitlis-Cavustepe-Hogap-Bagkale ve Bitlis-Gevag-Giirpinar-Kas-
rik-Hakkari-Cukurca, Sargon’un civarinda olmay1 arzulamadigr tek

69 AS 7, 1957, 38 vd.; AS 10, 1960, 177 vdd.

70 Van bilgesi Urartu kaleleri, Istanbul 1968 (lisans tezi).

71 Bu yorede O. Belli tarafindan yapilan arastirmalar, iizerinde calhismalarim siivdiir-
diigii «Van Bolgesi Urartu Yollari» adhi doktora tezinde ayrintih bir sekilde incelenmektedir.
Bu arastirma elimize gectiginde «Calkantilt denizin Jaylarinda»ki kalelerin, goliin dogusunda
da yer alabilecegi ortaya cikacaktr,
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yvere, Tuspa yakinina gétiriirdii. Cok uzun ve tiiketici bir yiiriiyiis-
ten sonra Asur ordusunu yoketmek bu zamana degin ordusunu ye-
nileyen ve kuvvetlendiren Rusa icin pek de zor olmazdi. Sargon’un
Bitlis'ten Revanduz’a, giiney-dogu Toroslar’dan Botan Cay ve Dicle
boyunca gittigi de Onerilebilir. Bu oneriye karsi iki 6nemli itiraz
vardir : Ekim aymn sonlarinda bu daglar, ézellikle tam donanmiml
bir ordu igin gecit vermeyecek durumdadir; ikinci itiraz ise seferin
kayitlarindan gelir. Kayitlar Sargon’un Kalah’a dontigiinden Bubus-
kia, Kirhi ve Nairi iilkelerinden gectigini bildirir. Bu durumda Sar-
gon Botan Cay ve Dicle tizerinden Kalah’a donmiis olsaydi bu iil-
kelerden ge¢memesi gerekirdi. Kirhi'ye varmak icin en uygun ve kisa
yol Hosap’tan Baskale ve Yiiksekova'y: izleyerek giden yoldur. Bu
nedenlerden biz Sargon’un Armarili'ye vardiktan sonra, ani bir dé-
niig yaparak giineye yoneldigini oneriyoruz. Daha sonra Pagan ve
Cavustepe bolgesine yonelip Hosap suyu boyuneca, bizim bu durum-
da Uaiais ile tanimladigimiz Bagkale'ye varir. Ordusunun biiyiik b6-
liimiinii Kalah’a yolladiktan sonra Sargon belki de Armarili’den
sonraki bagarisizliklarini ortmek igin Musasir'e saldirir. Sargon
Musasir’e saldirmadan once kendisiyle Hubugkia’da™ bulugmaya ge-
len Nairi iilkesi krali Ianzu'dan vergi ve harac aldi. Daha sonra
Asur kralmin kayitlarda aynen soyledigi gibi : «Yay, kalkan ve maz-
rakle donatilmas, savas igin egitilmis, 1 000 cesur ve vahsi athswla»™
Musasir’e dogru yola koyuldu. Kirhi™ iilkesindeki Yukar:1 Zap’i ve
sarp daglar: biiytik giicliiklerle agtiktan sonra, Asur krali biiyiik bir
gorkem ile Musasir’e girdi. Musasir tiimiiyle yikildi ve Urzana’nin
karisi, ogullar:1 ve kizlarini da igeren 6 110 kisi baska iilkelere yol-
land1™. Asurlular tarafindan ele gecirilen esyalar, antik kaynaklar-
da kayitli olan en zengin ganimetlerden biri idi"". Sargon tiim bu
zenginligi biiyiik olasilikla yeniden eritip dékmek icin Asur’a tasitti.

72  Hubuskia’'mn Van G&lii'niin giinevinde ver aldifi biiviik bir olasilikla dogrudur.

73 LAR I1, 169.

74 Kirhi adindan bircok kez Tumme ve Daiaeni ile birlikte stz edilmistir. Bu iilke
icin en uygun yer Yukart Zapiin kaynagimin oldugu Hakkiri ve Kiran yoresidir. Seferin
kayutlarmda Yukari Zap Kirhi halk: tarafindan «Elamunia» olarak adlandinlmist. Bu nokta
Kirhi halkimin Yukart Zap'a ¢ok yakin hatta onun civarnnda oldugunu kamitlar,

75 LAR 11, 172,

76 LAR II, 173-175.



250 ALTAN A, CILINGIROGLU

Musasir'in yagmasi, Asur krali Sargon’un yonettigi sekizinei sefe-
rin son evresiydi. Bundan sonra Sargon icin «giivence iginde yur-
duna donmekten»™ baskaca yapacak bagkaca bir is kalmamisti.

Sargon’un Urartu iizerine diizenledigi sekizinci seferinin (M.O.
714) kayitlarindan elde edilen sonuclar kisaca su sekilde Gzetlene-
bilir :

1) M.O. 8. yiizyilda Bati Iran’daki Urartu egemenligi simdiye
dek kabul edilenden daha yaygin ve kuvvetliydi. Urmiye Golii’niin
kuzeyi, dogusu ve hemen giineyine ek olarak Urartu kralligi, géliin
daha giineyini ve giiney-dogusunu da kontrolu altinda bulundurmak-
taydi. Bu kontrol sildh zoruyla ya da bdlgede yasayan kabileler ile
yapilan siyasal antlagsmalarla elde edilmisti.

2) M.O. 9. yiizyildan bu yana, fakat ozellikle M.O. 8. yiizyilda
Urartu topraklarinin cesitli yorelerinden getirilen yerli halk Van
Golii’'niin dogusuna ve Urmiye Golii'niin kuzeyine yerlestirilmisti.
Bu insanlarin her tiirlii gereksinmesi yerine getirilmis, sulama te-
sisleri™, kaleler yapilarak bu halklarin dogudan ve giiney-dogudan
gelecek olasi bir saldirida tampon bir bélge olusturmalar: saglan-
migtir. Ayrica, yine bu kabileler Urartu ordusunun gereksinme duy-
dugu atlar: da yetistirmislerdir.

3) Sekizinci sefer Sargon icin giiphe gotiirmez hir basari degil-
di. Bu durum Sargon’un sefere baslamadan énce Ulhu’dan ileri gidip
gitmeyecegine karar vermis olmasma baghdir. Seferden &nceki yo-
gun hazirliklar Asur ordusunun uzun bir yiriiylise cikacagim dii-
siindiiriirse de bunun aksini gosterecek bazi ipuclar: kayitlarda var-
dir. Van gehrine saldirmamas1 ve goliin kuzeyinden dolagmay1 goze
almamasi, Sargon'un kesin bir bagariya ulasmis olmadigmma kanit
olabilir. Sargon’un kayitlarda gecen su sozi ilgi cekicidir : «Tiim
savas arabalarvma, bir siri atvma, kampumr Asur’a yollomae komu-
tunu verdigim zaman kalbim aci igindeydi»™. M.O. 713 yilinda Asur

77 LAR II, 176.

78  Ulhu'daki kanar (kehriz) sistemindeki sulama tesisleri i¢in bk, Laessoe, «lIrrigation
System al Ulhu», JCS 5, 1951, 22 vd.; Burney, «Urartian Irrigation Works», AS 22, 1972,
181 vd.; Cilingiroglu 1976, 190-192.

79 Oppenheim, JNES 19, 1960, 135.
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ordusu Urartu'nun bir yil énce miittefiki olan Tabal ve Muski iil-
kesi krallarina karsi bir sefere cikmak ve Urartu sinirinda yeni
kaleler yaptirmak zorunlulugunda kalmisti. Bu durum Sargon'un
M.O. 714 yilinda Urartu tehlikesini tiimiiyle yok edemedigi gerce-
gini vurgular®.

4) Tanr1 Assur’a bir mektup olarak kaleme aliman bu kayitiar
Urartu tapinak isciligi ve zenginligi hakkinda cok ayrintili bilgi
verir, ki bu bagli basina bir arastirma konusu olabilir. Musasir’de
ele gecen bu zenginlikler Musasir’in Urartular ve &6teki komgu iil-
keler tarafindan kutsal bir kent olarak kabul edildigini gosterir®:.
Musasir, tiim iilkelerden armaganlar ve adak egyalar: yollanan kla-
sik cagin Delphoi’si ya da Delos’u ile kiyaslanabilir.

80 Rusa’min, Sargon'un elde ettigi basarimin haberi iizerine intihar ettifi ileri siiriil-
miistiir. Ancak Asur kayitlarninda bu durum cok celiskilidir : Sekizinci yilin anallerinde
Rusa'min «kendi demir kamasiyle, kendini kalbinden bir domuz gibi bicakladr ve yasanuna
son verdi»gi (LAR 1, 22) vazilmissa da, sekizinci seferin kayitlarinda, Rusa’mn, haberi aldigt
zaman yalnizca hastalandigi vazihidir (LAR 11, 175). Biiyiikk bir olasihkla, Rusa aym tarih-
lerde kuzeyden gelen Kimmer saldimlan karsisimda ugradign basanisizhiklar sonucu intihar
etmis olabilir (S. Smith, CAH III, 1960, 53).

81 Kawitlardaki «Tabalu iilkesinden kaplar, adimi yazmamn zor oldugu iilkelerin igcili-
fini gosteren 120 biiyiik ve kiigiik tune esya, Urartu ve Kirhi igciliginde esyalar» ve <393
agtr ve hafif giimity tabak; Asur, Urartu ve Kirhi isciligi gosteren» (LAR 11, 172 ve 173)
ciimleleri, Musasir’e bircok iilkeden adak esyalarnmn yollandigim gosterir. Yiizlerce fildisi
esya da Kuzey Suriye yoresinden gonderilmis olabilir.



THE EIGHTH CAMPAIGN OF SARGON II

Altan A. Cilingiroglu

The eighth campaign of Sargon against Urartu has been the subject for archaeologists
for years, and several different suggestions have been made for the military route taken by
the Assyrian king during his expedition. (F. Thureau-Dangin, Une relation de la huitieme
campagne de Sargon, Paris, 1912; H.A. Rigg, «Sargon’s Eighth Military Campaign», JAOS
62, 1942, 130 ff; EM. Wright, «The Eighth Campaign of Sargon 11 of Assyria», JNES 2,
1943, 173 ff)

I have intended to study this campaign, which is still extremely important from the
viewpoint of Urartian history, in the ligth of new discoveries and publications, The accounts
of the eighth campaign which are one of the most interesting records of the Near East,
are a letter addressed to Assur (D.D. Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia,
Chicago, 1926, para. 139-78). One corner, which was later found by the German expedition,
of this tablet, now in the Louvre, is broken.

At the beginning of Sargon’s reign the Medes were a potential
danger for Assyria. Soon, in the third year of Sargon (719 B.C.),
we find two Mannean cities, Shuandahul and Durkukka, «planning
ta fight against Iranzu, the Manneans»'. In this revolt Mitatti of Zi-
kirtu, a Median prince, had supported the Mannean cities against
Assyria. Naturally Mitatti of Zikirtu had allied himself with Rusa.
Iranzu had appealed to Sargon, who had sent an army equipped
with siege engines. The rebellious cities were taken and burned.
Three neighbouring cities of Sukka, Bala and Abitikna turned to
help. Despite this they were siezed and the people carried off to
north Syria® In 716 B.C. Mitatti of Zikirtu and Rusa engendered a
revolt amongst the Manneans. The successor of Iranzu, Aza, was
also a pro-Assyrian. The body of Aza® was «cast out» on Mount
Uaush. Sargon reacted immediately and took Bagbartu of Uisdis

1 LAR 11, 6.
2 lbid.
3 Ibid. 10.
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alive, where they had cast out the body of Aza, and flayed him and
exposed his bleeding body on the very same Mount Uaush. He was
succeeded by Ullusunu, brother of Aza, according to the Assyrian
annals with the help of Sargon'. But Ullusunu soon had realised
that Urartu was the nearer and more dangerous foe, and sided
with Rusa. This fact may suggest that Urartu was still regarded
as the chief power in Western Iran’. Judging from the annals, Al-
labria and Itti sided with Rusa and become vassals of Urartu®. Sar-
gon reaction was quick but merciful. Although he captured and bur-
ned with fire the cities of Izirtu, Zibia and Armaid, «he had pity
upon them»' and forgave Ullusunu by placing him on the royal
throne once more. But in the next year (715 B.C.) twenty-two cities
of Ullusunu were taken by Rusa as booty, or perhaps Ullusunu
handed them over to Rusa as proof of his good faith® It seems that
it did not take long for Assyria to restore order in the Mannean
lands. In the seventh year of Sargon’s reign, twenty-two fortreses
were «besieged captured and brought within the border of Assyria»®.
Daiakku, the Mannean governer who had given his son to Rusa as
hostage, was deported together with his family. During the same
campaign Sargon received tribute of Iranzu, king of the Nairi land,
in Hubushkia. This was an assault on an actual Urartian territory,
demostrating that no longer was Sargon afraid of direct confron-
tation with Urartu. Having had the information, sent by his in-
telligence officers, stating that the Cimmerians-had been- moving
down to the southwest, giving a very hard time to Urartu, Sargon
did not overlook the opportunity, which could only come once in a
life time, of wiping out the Urartians from Western Iran.

One of Sargon’s aims was to secure his north-west frontier be-
fore he tackled the Urartian problem. Although the region had
already been conquered by Shalmaneser I and Tiglath-Pileser III
weakened the Urartian power and forced the states around north

Ibid. 10; «Ullusunu his brother, 1 placed on the royal throne...».
Burney, 1971, 154.

Azarpay, 97, note. 104,

LAR 11, 10.

Olmstead, 106.

LAR 11, 12.

o BRI~ VNN
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Syria to pay tribute in the time of Sarduri II. After the death of
Tiglath-Pileser I1I, Urartu gained control of the region once more.
When a new power, Mita of Mushki, emerged in the region, Urartu
found an ally against her major rival. In this aspect, Sargon’s first
operation took place in 718 B.C. against Kaiakki of Shinuhtu. Sar-
gon handed it over to Matti of Atuna (Tyana ?)'° who offered to
pay a higher tribute to Sargon. The next step of Sargon to eliminate
the danger in the region was to undertake an expedition (717 B.C.)
against Pisiris of Carchemish, who «sinned against the oath by the
great gods and sent (message of) hostility against Assyria to Mita
of the land of Mushki»'*. Without adequate support of Rusa and
Mita, it did not take long to gain Carchemish. Pisiris was dethroned
and a number of people from Assyria itself settled in Carchemish.
Thus the city become a regularly organised Assyrian province as
long as Assyria survived'.

In the month of «Dwusu»'* of 714 B.C. «the month of the
mighty and foremost son of Enlil, the month whereof the lord wis-
dom, Ninigikug, had written in an ancient tablet that it was the
time»'" Sargon, «the holy priest, the servant who fears thy great
godhead»'®, gathered his army, made ready his camp and departed
from Calah to begin his famous eighth campaign. After he had a
rough passage across the Upper Zap at its flood, and jumped ac-

10 For the discussion about Tyana see: Olmstead, 83, note 9.

11 LAR 11, 7.

12 LAR 1I, 8.

13 The aim of Sargon’s campaign against Carchemish must also have had an economic
character. Carchemish commanded the great high road to Asia Minor. As long as Assyria
possessed the city she might have restrained the way to the west for both caravans and
armies. In addition to this Carchemish was a great commercial rival of Kalhu, but Sargon,
and later his successors, did not make vanish its commercial activities. Instead Carchemish
became an even greater commercial centre of Assyria.

14 The month Du'uvzu has been identified with Tammuz: July by Rigg (JAOS, 62,
1942, 132), with June by Muss-Arnoldt (JBL 11, 1892, 84), with late June: Tammuz (7)
by Saggs (Irag 25, 1963, 146). The beginning of a campaign usually based on economic
considerations; the army should have waited until work on the corn harvest was complete.
This point and Sargon's statement on «the floody rivers» may suggest that Sargon departed
from Calah in late June.

15 LAR 11, 142,

16 1Ibid 141.
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ross the Lower Zap'® with difficulty, he reached the passes of Mount
Kullar'®, a high mauntain range of the land of the Lullumi, which
was «also called the land of Zamua»**. In the Sumbi distriet* Sar-
gon help a review of his army, he made a count of the horses and
chariots®.

The next step was to gain Surikash, «a district of the Mannean
country, which borders on the land of Karalla and Allabria»**. He
had to cross the Buia river* as many as twenty-six times, and to
passover large mountain peaks, gorges and yawning precipies*,
When he descended against Surikash?®, Ullusunu, the Mannean heard
of his expedition and felt that Sargon «had not ceased plannig to
avenge him all these years®. The campaign from this point on had
two different aims; political and military.

Before he went ahead for further military action, Sargon had
realized that it was necessary to see that the people of the lands
which he soon would have left behind were allied to him. To obtain
such alliance he sent messengers to some lands. The result of his

17 1bid 142, Sargon thought that it was an irrigation ditch.

18 It seems likely that Mount Kullar or the Kullar range occurs in the Siilleymaniye
district. This pass had been used by previous kings of Assyria; Shalmaneser 111 entered
Zamua from this pass (LAR I, 361, 637). L. Levine identifies Mount Kullar with the
Baziran ranges, which is the only way of entering the mountains from Assyria south of the
Zab, by crossing the Baziran ranges ([ran 11, 1973, 17). This pass may be the present day’s
road leading from Alunképrii to Siilleymaniye (Thureau-Dangin, 3).

19 The identification of Zamua with the Siileymaniye district is generally accepted
(Streck, ZA 15, 1901, 260; Cameron, History of Iran, 35, 40, 141; E.A. Spesier, Mesopotamian
Ovriginy (Phila,, 1930), 88 ff.; Wright, 175, note 13; Thureau-Dangin, 3). Levine's idea is
not so different for the location of Zamua (for an excellent discussion see: Iran 11, 16-22).

20 Sargon had a break before he reached the high mountain in the east. Sumbi may
be a district of Zamua (Levine, Iran 12, 114). Sargon travelled from Sumbi to Surikash.
All the routes from Zamua to Mannea lead through the mountains to the east of Siiley-
maniye. This district well fits the descpription in the annals of Sargon. It may be identified
with Kale-Dizah (Rania) to the east there rises a mass of peaks (Wright, 175).

21 LAR II, 142,

22 1bid 144.

23 It may be identified with the Varna Su, a branch of the upper Zap (Wright, 176).

.24 Sargon built a road to overcome the problem of passing the peaks (for a poetic
description of the area see: LAR 11, 142-143,

25 It is district of Mannea (LAR 11, 144). It may occur between Sardash and Baneh.

26 LAR 11, 144,
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intention of renewing their alliance soon came out. As Sargon ap-
proached to the fortress of Sinihinu, Ullusunu «together with his
nobles, elders, counsellors, the prefects and sheriffs» from Izirtu®’,
his royal city, came to meet Sargon and to kiss his feet, and to
present tribute, horses broken to the yoke, together with their dri-
vers, sattle and sheep®®. Sargon carried on his campaign towards
Parsua to complete the security and strengthen order, which was
necessary when he left these lands on his way to fight Rusa. While
he was on the march he received the tribute of Belapal-iddina, the
Allabrian, near the fortress of Latashe? which was on the river of
the land of Laruete, a district of Allabria®. More tribute was sub-
mitted to Sargon by the governors of the lands of Namri, Sangibuti,
Bit-Abdani and of the Medes, clearly with the hope of cooling down
Sargon not to take revenge. Sargon might have not been in favour

27 lzirtu was the capital city of Mannea. It is acknowledged by all the authors to
have been the area of Sakkiz (Wright, 178; Olmstead, 230-31; Thureau-Dangin, 4; Burney,
1971, 154-55).

28 LAR II, 144,

29 If the identification of the river on which Latashe stands is accepted as Socbulak
(Sorbulak in Turkish, bitter or salted river), as Wright suggest (p, 176), Latashe may be
identified with modern Fahrigah, to the south-west Tastepe. It had been cited on the Prism
B (LAR 1I, 197-213, particularly 210) that Latashe was 7 bern away from lIzirtu. One beru
may be taken as two hours’ walk (6-8 km). Thureau-Dangin suggest that one ber is 6 km
(JTournal Asiatique, 1909, 79). In this case 42 km (6 km X 7 beru) is not enough to cover
the distance between izirtu and Fahrigah.

30 Alabria was mentioned in the annals of Shalmaneser 111 (LAR 1, 637 and 639)
and Adad-Nirari 111 (LAR I, 739). It has been suggested that Allabria was located (o the
south of Lake Urmia, between Tastepe and Sakkiz in the area where the Socbulak and
Caghati river occur (Wright, 176; Pinches, JRAS, 1913, 383, note 2). Such a northernly
location for Allabria seems unlikely keeping in mind that Sargon went down to Parsua after
he approached Allabria. If a more southernly location is accepted for Parsua, as Levine
suggests (Iran, 12, 106 ff.), Allabria should also have been situated close to Parsua. Otherwise
Sargon would have wasted his valuable time and considerable effort by going to the south
of Lake Urmia first, and then going down to Parsua. In the campaign of 843 of Shalmaneser
11l (LARI, 637) and in the eighth campaign both armies proceed to Parsua via Zamua,
Mannea and Allabria. This point and that statement in the annals of Sargon: «against
Surikash a district of the Mannean country, which borders on the land of the Karalla and
Allabria» (LAR 11, 144) clearly demonstrate that Allabria should be located close to both
Parsua and Surikash. In this respect, a possible location for it would be the area to the
south and south-west of lzirti.
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of devastating their lands, simply to avoid wasting his time which
would be required during his further actions. The durbar took place
in Parsuash®, and amongst the tribute from a number of chiefs
were horses, mules and a special kind of camel, «native to their
lands»**. From Parsuash he departed to Missi®*, a district of the
Mannean country. There he renewed his supplies. We find yet anot-
her example of Sargon’s policy over the peoples of Mannea in this
part of the account. Setting a groaning banquet table and securing
the succession of Ullusunu’s son vividly show that Sargon did not
want to have problems at all with Ullusunu and with other rulers
in the area. Therefore he «took pity on them and recieved their peti-
tion, listened to their words of supplication and spoke their par-
dom»**. He recieved more tribute in Zirdiakka*, including the tribute
from Gizilbunda®, another fortress in the Mannean lands. After
thirty berw the march between the Mannean country®” and the «po-
werful Medes» brought him to Panzish’s, He strengthened the for-

31 Most scholars agree for the location of Parsua near Lake Urmia (Thureau-Dangin,
4, note 30; Herzfeld, Archaeological History of Iran (London 1935), 9 ff.: Sayce, JRAS 14,
1882, 389; Olmstead, Western Asia, 118; Wright, 178 ff.; Minorsky, BSOAS 19, 1957, 77
ff.; Young, Iman 5, 1967, 17; Kinnier-Wilson, Irag 24, 1962, 111; Boehmer, BI 5, 1965, 193
if.; Burney, 1971, 123). An entirely different location for Parsua has been suggested by
Levine, locating Parsua in the mountains of the central Western Zagros, north-west of
Mahidasht, and including the northern end of Mahidasht itself (Iran 12, 112). 1 accept the
suggestion of Levine, and shall not cite every evidence which has been already given by
Levine (fran 12, 106-112) for the southernly location of Parsna.

32 LAR 11, 147.

33 The equivalence of Missi (Urartian Meshta, Messi of Shalmaneser’s campaign of
835, Assurnasirpal’'s Mesu and Shamshi-Adad V's Mesaya on the Monolith inscription) with
Tastepe is widely accepted (Wright, 179, note 31; Lehmann-Haupt, Armenien, 219-220; Rigg,
134, note 34). Against this common believe Levine suggests that the most southernly Mannean
area is Missi (fran 12, 114),

34 LAR II, 148,

35 Judging from the text, Zirdiakka may be located to the south of Sakkiz and
east of Baneh.

36 Gizilbunda was in the area between the Medes and Mannea. The south or south-
east may be taken as Gizilbunda,

37 LAR 11, 150.

38 Taht- Siileyman and Tikantepe are two possibilities (Wright, 180, note 38). Tikan-
'lcpc, on the branch of Saruk river, may be Panzish as Wright suggests, but considering
thirty beru distance between Zirdiakka and Panzish (LAR 11, 150) it seems very close {o
Zirdiakka. A northernly location around Zikirtu may be a better suggestion.

Anadolu Arastirmalan F., 17
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tification of that stronghold and stored up there in food, oil, wine
and war equipment?.

Until Sargon approached Zikirtu, political alliances and military
operations had been successful. The first major battle was about to
come as he got close to Metatti of Zikirtu. He had to eliminate
Metatti before the confrontation with Rusa’s army. Therefore he
decided to attack Metatti of Zikurtu*®, who «recently had shown
bad judgment and joined with Rusa». But this time Rusa was far
away from Zikirtu, and was unable to help him. When Metatti reali-
zed the impossibility of victory against Sargon without the help of
Rusa, he «gathered together all the people of his land, took them
into the distant mountains»*'. His army was stationed in the passes
of Mount Uasdirikka*. It seems that he was successful in his deci-
sion. Although Sargon destroyed a number of fortresses in the area,
there is no mention of his capturing Metatti, now on his way to join
the Urartian army together with «his horses and his fighters»*.
There was nothing to stop Sargon but some miles march to attack
Rusa’s army.

Sargon set off from Aukane to Uishdish, a district of the Man-
nean land «which Ursa had seized»*'. The Urartians were waiting
on Mount Uaush?®, which is perfectly described by the text, together
with Metatti, to stop Sargon’s advance. It was a wild and terrible
battle. The valley was filled with the enemies’ blood, as Sargon
describes, «while the ground was dyed with their blood like a robe».
Sargon made an attack and penetrated the headquarters of Urartu.

39 LAR 1I, 150: These precautions taken by Sargon may indicate that he still had
the fear of a rising when he was fighting Rusa’'s army. He might have left a number of
soldiers as well as war equipment and food against a possible attack from Zikurtu and
Andia.

40 It was a Mannean district with Andia. Despite the uncertainty of its location, the
area north-east of Sakkiz and east of Mianduab may be suggested.

41 LAR II, 151.

42 It may be identified with the Khawaja Dag range (Wright, 181, note 42).

43 LAR II, 151,

44 LAR 1II, 152,

45 The identification of Uauash with Mount Sahend is generally accepted (Wright,
176, the map: Thureau-Dangin, 17-29; Piotrovskii 1966, 110 and the map; Burney 1971,
128).
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Rusa, «to save his life abandoned his chariot, mounted a mare and
fled before his army»*. Sargon went after them, «filling the ascents
and descents with the corpes of Rusa’s warriors*”. At this point the
accounts get confusing. While Sargon claimed that he defeated Rusa
on Mount Uauash, he reports in the next paragraph, that Rusa
«became alarmed at the roar of my (his) migty weapons and left
Tushpa, his royal city, and he trod the slopes of his mountains»*.
Sargon did not wait too long to decide to continue his march towards
Urartu. During this time Rusa was unable to approach Tushpa, and
left it again to go up to the mountains. In this respect two possibili-
ties arise. First this statement was only an expression of Sargon,
and second and more likely Rusa himself was not on Mount Uauash
but in Tushpa. Considering the Cimmerian problem, which was clo-
ser and more dangerous for Urartu, he would have preferred to
stay in Tushpa and command his army against the mounted nomads.

Sargon suddenly changed his mind and «set his face towards
Urartu». This not surprising at all. The victory on Mount Uauash
might have boosted the morale of his soldiers. As Sargon himself
admits, his soldiers were exhausted and were tired, he «could not
relieve their fatique, nor give them water to quench their thirst»*.
It seems likely that at the beginning of the campaign he did not
plan to go beyond Lake Urmia towards Lake Van. The aim of the
campaign may have been to destroy the Urartian domination in
Western Iran. But a clear victory on Mount Uauash, and perhaps
the news of invading nomads, decided him to carry on his march
further, to the area east of Lake Van.

The next march brought Sargon to the land in which had been
living the masters of horse-breeding for years. The people of the
city of Ushkaia™ «a great fortress on the outer frontier» had been

46  LAR 11, 154; Wright suggests that (p. 182) Metatti mounted a mare.

47 LAR II, 155,

48 LAR 11, 155,

49 LAR 11, 154,

50 Ushkaia: Uski (Wright, 183) lies at the head of a valley high up the north-west
slope of Mount Sahend. See for a different idea of its location in the Siileymaniye region
of south of Lake Urmia; Rigg (134-135). Herzfeld (AMI 11. 166) identifies Ushkaia with
Maraghah,
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catching «the young colts of wild horses, native to his wide land,
and raising them for his royal army»°'. It seems that Sargon encoun-
tered strong resistance from Ushkaia. He did not simply state «/
destroyed the city», as he often did, but gave every detail of the
seige. When the destruction of Ushkaia was completed, he headed
to the twin towns of Tarui and Tarmakisa, strong walled cities,
situated in the plain of the land Dalaia®. After the battle of Sahend
the cities mentioned in the text should have been Urartian built
fortresses. As Sargon went close to the homeland of Urartu, the
way of his description of fortresses changed. They became much
stronger, higher and more difficult to seize. Tarui and Tarmakisa
were two of the Urartian fortresses : «whose walls wery well built,
whose moats were very deep and completely surrounded them»™.
These point strongly indicate that the plain of Tebriz and its vicinity
were militarily and culturally dominated by the Urartians : it was
not only a political influence over this region.

The next step of Sargon was to approach Ulhu, which implies
two alternative route, according to its location. If the identification
of Ulhu with Marand is correct, as widely accepted™, Sargon must
have taken a route leading direct to Armarili from Marand through
Khoy and the Kotur Cay. Alternatively he went close to the north
of Lake Urmia, approaching Shahpur, and then turned sharply to
the north to reach the Kotur Cay. An alternative equation for Ulhu
with Haftavan Tepe has been suggested by Burney®™. Whatever the
correct equation is Ulhu remains quite important because of its wide
irrigation works. It seems certain that towards the end of the eighth
century the population of Urartu reached its highest level. The rea-
son for intensive activities of irrigation works all over Urartian
territory can hardly be the growth of Urartian population itself.
There must have been some other reasons for such activities. It
may have been a royal policy to satisfy the people outside the ho-
meland. A stronger possibility, however, is that they had been built

51 LAR 1I, 158.

52 It may be identified with the plain of Tebriz.

33 LAR 11, 159.

54 Wright identifies it with Ula or Ulag (p. 185). Thureau-Dangin with Marand (p. 8).
55 AS 22, 1972, 182, 183. Ulha was famous for its irrigation system (see note 78).
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to provide necessary condition for some newcomers, who were settled
down in different parts of the kingdom. These peoples might have
come to the area as a result of their migration®, or alternatively,
as a result of the Urartian policy of deporting them from the con-
quered lands. Considering the possibility that the people of Ushkaia
and Subi, master of horse-breeding and riding, might have been
nomads, a migration would be a better suggestion. If the Urartian
kings had ever wanted to convert these nomads to Urartian ways,
they must have provided them with some facilities, such as irrigated
lands and strong fortresses, This part of the Urartian territory could
have been the best area for the nomads to create a barrier against
a possible attack from the east and south-east. Increasing the num-
ber of fortresses® in the extreme north-west of Iran after the eighth
century may well indicate an artifical growth of population this
area.

From Ulhu Sargon departed against the province of Sangi-
butu’®, which must have been the last province before he entered
Armarili, so that its location is not too problematic. The area sur-
rounded by Khoy, the north-east of Lake Urmia and the Avarin
Dag may be considered as the province of Sangibutu. The identifica-
tion of the next district, Armarili, with the north-east and east of
Lake Van is generally accepted®™. Sargon destroyed «seven strong
cities, together with thirty cities of their neighbourhood»*. On his
march he came to Arbu «the city of the father’s house of Rusa, and
to Riar, the city of Ishtarduris. These two towns were the native
towns of Rusa and Sarduri. As we gather from the text, Sargon
destroyed the temple of Haldi and his shrine. An Urartian sanctury
occurs at Pagan as well as some remains of an Urartian fortress
close to it. These monumental rock niches are named in Turkish

56 Burney, AS 22, 1972, [85.

57 Kleiss, AMI1 2, 1969, 20 ff.

58 Wright identifies it with the Salmas plain (p. 186, note 61).

39 Van Loon, 26; Burney 1971, 153; Rigg identifies it with the Ammali of Asurnasirpal
1 (p. 135, note 47); Burney, AS 7, 1957, 38. Adontz (Histoire d'Armenie, 108) argues that
Armarili is the Aramili of Shalmaneser III, near Mount irtia (Aladag). If 50, Armarili
should be identified with the Plain of Caldiran.

60 LAR 1I, 165,
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Korkapy (blind door)*®. Attention has already been drawn to a pos-
sible relationship of the blind door with the Urartian temple gates,
and its significance in the Urartian religion. It is likely that Pagan,
where these rock niches were found, north-east of Hosap, was either
Arbu or Riar. Pagan is well within Armarili and close to Kotur Cay,
which was the most likely route for Sargon to enter Armarili from
Sangibutu®?, An ancient road connects Pagan with Hosap and Sat-
manis, another Urartian fortress close to the Kotur Cay.

At this point a problem arises : did Sargon travel around Lake
Van, or did he go down without taking the risk of such a northernly
route? These alternative routes mainly depend on the location of
Uaiais®®, The identification of Uaiais with Bitlis, as Thureau-Dan-
gin®, Piotrowskii® and Burney*® accept, supports a northernly route
for Sargon but its identification with Bagkale’” may contradict it.
As we shall explain below, we do not beleive that Sargon went to
the north and west of the lake. Consequently we reject the iden-
tification of Uaiais with Bitlis.

The main objection comes from the limitation of time which
Sargon had for his campaign. The Assyrian army set off from Cal-
ah in late June. Sargon had four or at most five months to complete
his expedition and return to his capital city. At the end of Septem-
ber and beginning of October snow begins to fall in this region. He
spent most of his time in the Zamua and east of Lake Urmia on a
number of attacks and battles. A simple look at a map may prove
that he must have marched at least a thousand kilometres to
approach Armarili. Supposing Sargon’s army had not had any battle
on his march, they could have got this distance in three months,
considering his army marched 2-3 km. per hour and seven to eight

61 T. Tarhan-V. Sevin, Belleten 39, 407.
62 V. Sevin-0O. Belli, AnAr 4-5, 1976-7.
63 LAR 11, 167.

64 p. 11, note 68-9.

65 Piotrovskii 1966, the map.

66 1971, 156, Rigg objects to this identification, though he does not give an alternative
(p. 136).
67 Lehmann-Haupt, Armenien, 318 ff.
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hours a day®®. In this case it migth have taken to end of September
to reach Armarili. Travelling around Lake Van may take twenty
days at least if Sargon had not met with resistance from the local
people. If one suggests that the cities on the shore of the «shaking
sea» are located on the northern shore of the lake, Sargon did have
opposition from the cities, as underlined in the text, so that he must
have spent more time than we suggested above. In this case he would
needed more than for months before he attacked Musasir. After
Musasir he required another two weeks to return to his capital
He must have known the fact that if he did not pass the mountains
before snow fell and entered the Revanduz plain, he would never
done it. The pressure of this thought migth well have made Sargon
send his main army to Calah and keep with himself soldiers just
enough to seize and destroy Musasir.

Another point may support the idea suggested above. The
Assyrian army was so tried and exhausted after they left Ulhu and
Sargon might have had difficulty in enforcing the order. Even
Sargon himself wished to record this situation in the text, so that
it must have been 2 much more serious matter than Sargon’s expla-
nation indicates. The Assyrian army might have been promised to
march near Lake Urmia. When Sargon changed his idea and «fur-
ned his face to Urartu», they might have refused. As a natural
result of this he was unable to attack Tushpa. It would have been
a grave risk to go over the northern shore of Lake Van, considering
he realized that even he was unable to capture Tushpa.

The accounts of Sargon’s campaign give little detail after he
left Uthu. There must have been a number of districts from Armarili
to Uaiais if Sargon travelled around the lake. But the plain fact is
that the next district was the Nairi lands and Hubushkia, which
Sargon approached after Armarili. The fortresses on the «shore of
the shaking sea» were located on the northern shore of Lake Van
by some scholars who accept a northernly route. These fortresses
may have been to the east of the lake. Limitation of the number
of the Urartian fortresses known today to the east of the lake

68 Saggs (fran 25, 1963, 147) suggests that the Assyrian army marched thirty miles
in a day. It is too much for a fully equipped army.
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might lead scholars to such conclusion. Despite the surveys carried
out around Lake Van by Burney*, and myself’, there must be a
number of undiscovered fortresses around the lake™. Unfourtunately
archaeological evidences supporting this suggestion are not very
much. Whereas we have some archaeological materials supporting
it, obtained from the excavations of Cavustepe. The rubbihs-heap of
the palace has provided two destruction levels. Above the upper
destruction level has been found Urartian materials; therefore this
level must be dated to a period before the final destruction of the
kingdom. In this case, the second destruction level might have well
helonged either to the time of Sargon or to the nomadic invasion,
considering that the first one should have been caused by Tiglath-
Pileser III in 735 B.C. In different part of Cavustepe the excavator
has found some remains of destruction belonging to the late eighth
century caused by a fire and some other reasons. As A. Erzen told us,
it is not clear whether the reason of this destruction was a natural
disaster.

The problem concerning the route of the campaign around Lake
Van, either a northernly one or a short cut from Hogap to Musasir,
is closely connected with location of Musasir. If the location of Mu-
sasir is accepted somewhere close to the Kelishin pass, two or three
alternatives were available to Sargon to get to Musasir, keeping in
mind for a while that he travelled around the north of Lake Van
and came to Bitlis. Two of these routes, Bitlis-Gevag-Cavustepe-Ho-
sap-Bagkale and Bitlis-Gevag-Giirpinar-Hakkari-Cukurca, would ha-
ve brought Sargon where he did not want to be, close to Tushpa.
After a very long and exhausting march it would have been so
easy for Rusa to destroy the Assyrian army. By that time Rusa
could have renewed and reinforced his army. It may be suggested
that Sargon took a route leading from Bitlis to Revanduz through
the north-east Tauros, by way of Botan Cay and Tigris. Against
this suggestion two objections arise. One is that in October these

69 AS 7, 1957, 38 ff; As 10, 1960, 145.

70 Van Bélgesi Urartu Kaleleri (istanbul, 1968) submitted to University of Istanbul
as graduation thesis in 1968.

71 Q. Belli has been studying this problem for his Ph. D. thesis, now ready for

submision.
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ranges are almost impassable especially for a fully equipped army.
The second objection comes from the account of the campaign itself.
We were informed that Sargon passed through Hubushkia, Nairi and
Kirhi on his way back to Calah. If he took a route along the Botan
Cay and Tigris he would have not passed through Kirhi. The best
and easiest way to get to Kirhi was the route leading from Hosap
and passing through Baskale and Yiiksekova. Therefore we suggest
that Sargon made a sharp turn to the south when he approached
Armarili. Then he march to the province of Cavustepe, nowdays
the Hosap valley, through Hosap and Pagan. On his way back to
Calah he travelled along the Hosap Su, and reached Bagkale, in this
interpretation to be identified with Uaiais. After he sent his army
to Calah, he made sudden attack on Musasir to cover, perhaps, his
failure in Armarili.

Before Sargon attacked Musasir, he had received tribute from
Iranzu, king of the Nairi land, who had come to meet him from
Hubushkia™. Then, as Sargon expressed it, «he set out and took
the road to Musasir with 1,000 fierce horsemen, bearers of bow,
shield and lance, my (his) brave warriors, trained for battles™. Af-
ter he crossed the upper Zap, in the district of Kirhi™ and its steep
mountains, with considerable difficulty, he entered Musasir «in
mights. It seems that Urzana had never thought that Sargon would
have attacked Musasir, because of being situated in an almost inac-
cessible area. Musasir was completely destroyed and 6,110 people
together with Urzana’s wife, sons and daughters were carried off™.
The booty taken by the Assyrians was enormous™ : it must be one
of richest booties recorded in the ancient texts. He carried off this
enormous wealth into Assyria, surely to melt and re-cast again.
The sack of Musasir was the final phase of the eighth campaign
of Sargon, king of Assyria. There was now nothing for Sargon to
do but «return in safety to my (his) land»7.

72 Hubushkia may be located to the souht of Lake Van.
73 LAR II, 179,

74 Kirhi may be located around Hakkari region.

75 LAR II, 172,

76 LAR II, 172, 173, 174 and 175.

77 LAR I, 176.
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We may now look at a few points: which emerge from the
accounts of the campaign. o :

1. The Urartian domination of Western Iran in the late eighth
century was stronger and wider than has been accepted. In addition
to the north, east and immediate south of Lake Urmia the Urartian
power controlled regions further to the south and south-east of the
lake. This domination had been established eighter by force or by
alliances with the tribes of the region.

2. From the ninth century onwards, a number of local peoples
of the conquered lands were carried and settlend down somewhere
close to Van. Urartu might well have gained advantage from these
people, particularly in creating a barrier-land between Urartu and
Assyria. This people had also provided horses for Urartu, necessary
for any army. In return, however, Urartian kings did not hesitate
to provide every facility for these tribes, including particularly well
irrigated lands®™.

3. The eighth campaign was not an unquestionable triumph for
Sargon. This very much depents on a particular point : did Sargon
plan to march beyond Ulhu as far as Tushpa? Although long-lasting
preparations before the campaign, particularly intensive political
activities in the surrounding lands, may drive us to a conclusion
that he planned to go Tushpa, there are some other hints against
it. Avoiding Tushpa and not marching around north and west of
Lake Van are only two hints implying that he was not very succesul
particularly after Ulhu. A phrase of Sargon in the accounts is quite
interesting : «In the fury of my heart I made all my chariots, many
horses, all my comp, take the road to Assyria»™. In 713 B.C. the
Assyrians had to undertake a campaign against two former allies
of Rusa, the kings of Tabal and Mushki, and in the following year
they had to build fortresses on the Urartian frontier. These actions
taken by the Assyrians just after the campaign of 714 B.C. may

78 see for the ganat (kehriz) system of Ulhu: Laessoe, <lrrigation System at Ulhu»
JCS 5, 1951, 22 ff; Burney, «Urartian Irrigation Works» AS 22, 1972, pp. 181 ft; A. Cilin-
giroglu 1966, 190-192.

79  Oppenheim, INES 19, 1960, 35.
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surely indicate that Sargon could not have destroyed the Urartian
threat at all during his famous campaign.

4. The booty taken away by Sargon from Musasir demonstrates
the wealth of Urartu and the richness of its workmanship. It seems
certain that Musasir was accepted as a holy city not only by the
Urartians but by some other peoples around it. Amongst the treasure
recorded in the accounts were «cups of the land of Tabalu, bronze
objects of the workmanship of the land, whose names are not easy
to write, garments of Urartu and Kirhi»*. This city may be com-
pared to the city of Delos and Delphi in classical times, which re-
ceived a number of offerings from all over the classical world®*.

80 LAR II, 173.

81 It has been suggested that Rusa had suiceded because of his failure against Sargon.
But this matter is so problematic in the Assyrian annals; in the annals of the eighth year of
Sargon, Sargon claims that «Ursa of Urartie...overhelmed him and with his own iron dagger
he stabbed himself through the heart, like a pig and ended his life» (LAR 11, 22), while
in the accounts of the eighth campaign it was said that «Ursa heard and sank down to the
ground...threw himself on his back; his hem':_smod'srfﬂ, his body burned, in his mouth
were cries of pain» (LAR 11, 175). It is more likely that Rusa had killed himself under the
pressure of the Cimmerian defeat (S. Smith, CAH 11, 1960, 53).
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