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Abstract

The ancient Arab proverbs are an important source of ancient
Arabic literature. They serve as a mirror that reflects the customs,
traditions, and morals of the ancient Arabs and their perspective of
life in general. At an early stage the Arabs gathered their proverbs
and wrote them down in special books, called "Books of Proverbs".
This study discusses the proverbs related to the pre-Islamic king in
the ancient cassical Arabic proverbs books that were written during
the first five centuries AH. In these books The writers attributed a
good number of the proverbs to kings from the pre-Islamic era.
There are proverbs that were first spoken at the councils of the kings
of the pre-Islamic era, in other proverbs these kings' names were
mentioned, and some proverbs referred to and related to them. In
this article, we will mention those proverbs related to the kings of
the pre-Islamic era and analyze them to present a clear image of the
pre-Islamic king in the ancient proverbs books.

Keywords: Proverb, king, proverbs, pre-Islamic era, image of the
ruler.
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Extended Abstract
Every nation has proverbs used by its people. They mention them in their speech to

confirm or criticize an idea, or to approve or offend a behavior. Proverbs have a stronger
effect than ordinary speech. Some people believe that proverbs include firm facts, and that
their influence is not less than the sayings of philosophers, scholars and the greats. Ancient
Arab proverbs are an important source of ancient Arabic literature. They are like a mirror on
which the customs, traditions, morals, and outlook of the ancient Arabs are reflected.
Recording proverbs in Arabic literature began at an early period, some tracing them back to
the pre-Islamic era. However, the first book of proverbs that we got is "Amthal al-Arab"
"proverbs of the Arab" by Al-Mufaddal al-Dabbi (170 AH), followed by many proverbs
books, the most famous was " Majma' al-Amthal" "Collected Proverbs" by Abu Al-Fadl Al-
Maydani (518 AH) which included about 6080 Proverbs. Arabic proverbs books rarely
attribute the proverb to the person who said it and who is not known. Nevertheless, we see
that some ancient proverbs books attributed some proverbs to those who said them of people
of pre-Islamic and Islamic era. Proverbs were mentioned in the context of a story or news, as
in the book of Al-Mufaddal al-Dabbi, which contains nearly a hundred incidents narrated.
Sometimes, the story includes many proverbs. Perhaps the writers of the books of proverbs
attributed most of the proverbs said by kings, tribal leaders, rulers, gentlemen, knights and
well-known people to those who said them. The proverbs that were said by common or
unknown people were not attributed to those who said them because people did not know
who said them.

In the Pre-Islamic era people were divided into two classes, the kings and the public. The
public’s attention was on the kings class. They used to seek kings. Kings sayings and the
stories related to them were of concern to people of different classes. They used to discuss
them in their meetings and campfires, so they spread among people and some became
proverbs. Therefore it was natural that proverbs attributed to kings, their relatives, or their
retinue are written in the ancient proverbs books. Through this study that deals with proverbs
related to the pre-Islamic kings in the old classical Arabic proverbs books written in the first
five centuries AH, we find out the following:

The writers of proverbs books attributed a good number of proverbs to the pre-Islamic
kings. al-Zabba, Jadhimah al-Abrash, Amr ibn Hind and Al-Nu'man III ibn al-Mundhir were
the most famous of these kings whose sayings have become proverbs.

The councils of rulers and kings of pre-Islamic era, which were one of the most important
cultural centers in the pre-Islamic era, played an important role in the formation of many
ancient Arabic proverbs. Whoever reads the old proverbs books will see that a good number
of proverbs have appeared in councils of the pre-Islamic kings, especially the councils of
Manathira, and the kings of al-Hirah.

The proverbs related to the Kings of al-Hirah are more than those related to other Arab
kings in the pre-Islamic era, perhaps the prosperity of the court of the kings of al-Hirah
increased the number of proverbs attributed to them more than others. Also we cannot ignore
that the writing of proverbs concentrated in Iraq, as most of the authors of ancient proverbs
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books which reached us lived in Mesopotamia. It is also noticeable that the proverbs that
were attributed to the kings of Yemen were not attributed to a specific king.

The names of the pre-Islamic kings that were mentioned in the old proverbs were
relatively few, they are: Kulaib bin Wael, the queen al-Zabba, Jadhimah al-Abrash, Amr bin
Adi, Muziqah, and Al-Jalandari..

The writers of proverbs books have linked the Arabic proverbs related to kings to stories
that illustrate the situation in which these proverbs were said.

Most of the proverbs stories related to pre-Islamic rulers and kings show their tyranny,
oppression and power, especially Amr ibn Hind and Al-Nu'man III ibn al-Mundhir.
Nevertheless, they did not execute those who would stand against them and turn away their
tyranny and despotism.
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