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New Inscriptions from Nikaia XII.
Sanctuary of Zeus Bronton in Ahmetler Village, Pazaryeri District

Hiiseyin Sami OZTURK* - Abdurrahman AKTAS* - Ezgi DEMIRHAN OZTURK***

More than 700 inscriptions, some of which are votive, have been found during the epigraphic survey
conducted in the territory of Nikaia by the authors since 2010. In 2016, a cult area was accidentally
discovered in Ahmetler village, Pazaryeri district of Bilecik province, Turkey, a result of destruction
caused by the village headman’s illegal construction under the pretext of the construction of a quar-
antine area'. In this area of destruction in situ architectural wall remains and many votive altars were
scattered over the surface, 10 of which had inscriptions on them, were found (figs. 10-13). In this
article, we present only nine inscriptions because one of them has been badly damaged.

All the inscriptions are votives to Zeus Bronton etc. While he was called Soter in one inscription;
in another, he was worshipped as Bronton, the god of farmers. Further, Zeus was called by new
epithets like “Basilikos” and “Pithios”.

We see that both the local inhabitants and the Romans living in the region made many offerings
to Zeus, the chief god of the Greek pantheon. Here, Zeus either replaced the local deities that
existed prior to Hellenization or was worshipped alongside them. One of them is “Zeus Bronton”.
The primary locations of sanctuaries dedicated to “Zeus Bronton” are mainly in Phrygia Epikte-
tos; but he is also very well attested in Bithynia, especially in Nikaia and its territory’. In addition,
the cult has also been documented around Kotiaion and Aizanoi.
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? On the cult of Zeus Bronton and its geographic range, see Drew-Bear — Naour 1990, 1992-2013; Akyii-
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Ahmetler village is on the ancient border between Phrygia and Bithynia’, and the new votive in-
scriptions found at Ahmetler village and presented below contribute greatly to our knowledge on
the region’s history and of the cult of Zeus Bronton. Four votives to Zeus Bronton and Bennios
had already been documented from the village of Ahmetler (I.Nikaia 1503-1504, 1507-1510).
Apart from these published inscriptions from Ahmetler, two inscriptions dedicated to Zeus Bron-
ton from the district of Pazaryeri are also known (I.Nikaia 1511-1512). Therefore, due to the ex-
istence of this newly discovered cult area, it can now be suggested that these published inscriptions
were brought from this same place. As can be observed, the sanctuary of Zeus in Ahmetler village
may possibly have been a popular cult center. In addition, Apollon bearing the epithet Gorzaios
was also worshipped at Ahmetler village®.

This paper presents nine new inscriptions found in Ahmetler village. Four were brought to the
Bilecik Archaeological Museum (see below, inscriptions 1-3); the others were placed in the garden
of the fire department of Pazaryeri district (see below, inscriptions 4-9). Below is a catalogue of
inscriptions, each followed by an analysis and commentary.

1. The village Pronnoeitai dedicate an altar to Zeus Basilikos and erect (a statue of) Herakles

Rectangular white marble altar, with plain moldings on all sides at the top and bottom. The in-
scription is located on the front side.

Fig. 1a

Findspot : Now in the Bilecik Archaeological Museum.
Measurements : H: 1.23 m; W: 54 cm; D: 50 cm; LH: 1.1-2.9 cm

> On Ahmetler village, cf. Belke 2020, s.v. “Ahmetler (1)”.
* Akyiirek-Sahin 2005a, 91 £., no. 8. See also, Corsten 2006a, 128.
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Inv. No. :339° [BAM® inv. no. TGA 160]
Registration  : Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk

Photo : Ezgi Demirhan-Oztiirk

Date :2M-3" cent. A.D.

vae AyaBfj toxn- ¥
At Baot\ik® ITpovaet-
TOV kO kot "
4 ¢gmut(ayynv avéotn- "
oav Tepel TOV Kapm-"
@V Kal TOV eidiwy
ndvtwv- Tovg Q’
8 &mpelovpévwv Ma-
prov X{p)notov kai Ao(vkiov),
KkopapX®@v Tipobéov M-
aprov, ITaoiwvog T'aglov €mi-
12 peAnt@v Mdépxov Xprjotov, Aov-

kiov A(ovkiov) Atepiov, Povgov KArpev-

ToG ot avtol kai Tov HpakAéa.

4 ETIITTHN lapis; 9 XHXTOY lapis.
Translation:

May there be good fortune! The village of Pronnaeitai/Pronnoeitai, in accordance with the God’s
order, for the crops and for all the possessions, constructed (this altar) to Zeus Basilikos. (This altar
was erected) in the 6" year of his epimeletai Marcus, son of Khrestos with Lucius; komarkhoi Tim-
otheos, son of Marcus (and) Pasion, son of Gaius. Under Epimeletai Marcus son of Khrestos, Lucius
son of Lucius Aterius (and) Rufus son of Klemes. They also (erected a statue of) Herakles.

L. 2: Zeus was called with the epithet “Basilikos”. Zeus Basilikos is known from Prusa’ in Bithynia
and from Nakoleia in Phrygia®. Zeus bearing the epithet Basilikos has been attested for the first
time in Nikaia. Zeus Bronton is attested in many inscriptions’.

> This is the inventory number which we use for the inscriptions in the survey.
¢ BAM = Bilecik Archaelogical Museum.

71.Prusa, 1016.

$ MAMA V,R8.

® See above fn. 2.
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L. 2-3: Pronnaeitai: ITpovaert@v kwpn has been previously attested three times as 1} IIpovvoeitw[v]
kaopn (ILNikaia 1503); [Tpovvaeitat (I.Nikaia 1551) and see below inscription no. 6.

There is an ancient settlement called Pronnoeitai kome (ITpovvoeit@v kwun, IIpovvaeitat) and
another called Dablenoi a published inscription' from Ahmetler village. Ed. pr. of the inscription
S. $ahin thinks that the Pronnaeitai kome was formed by the merging two villages (dikomia). He
mentions that the communities of Dablenoi'* and Pronnaeitai congregated together at Ahmetler
village and two cults called Zeus of Milesios and Zeus of Apellinarios were worshipped". Accord-
ing to S. Sahin, Zeus Bronton probably had two temples in Ahmetler and he suggested that one
of them was in Sirasogiitler, 3 km southwest of the village'.

[Tpovvaeitau = ITpovvoeital. For the interchange of o and a, see Laminger-Pascher 1973, 9; Gi-
gnac 1976, 287.

L. 3-4: kata émtayniv occurs particularly in the regions of Bithynia and Mysia'.
L. 5: mepel = mepi™®.
L. 6: eidiwv = idiwv (see here fn. 16).

L. 8 and 11-12: As is known, the main duty of the epimeletai was to ensure the maintenance and
protection of buildings'’. However, we do not know enough about the epimeletai in rural areas.
The only thing we can infer is that these officials could be locally characterized.

It is known from an inscription found in Golpazari that Marcus Cassius Poplianus, who dedicated
an altar to Zeus Arkhagetos, successfully undertook many municipal duties, including the office
of &¢m|peAnTig Tod veoktiotov vaod (I.Nikaia 1071). We further know from the career inscribed
on the statue base of a Marcus in an inscription from Thyateira'® that he successfully undertook
many municipal offices: One of them is émpeAntng Oewpiwv. Therefore, Marcus, Lucius and
Rufus in the mentioned inscription might have been émueAntai Oewpiv.

L. 10: A komarkhes is also known from another inscription dedicated to Zeus Bennios in Ahmetler
village (I.Nikaia, 1503). As can be seen, epimeletai and komarkhes are frequently used as epony-
mous in the sanctuary (see below inscription no. 3). The komarkhes was the headman of a village
and he was responsible for its administration. This official is found frequently in the rural areas
of Asia Minor". The earliest evidence for the komarkhes in Asia Minor has been documented as

Y TIpovvoert@v kwun > Ipovaett®@v kdpn, see cf. Belke 2020, s.v. “Pronnoeiton Komeé (IIpovvoert@v
Kkoun, IIpovvaeitar)”.

" I.Nikaia, 1551.

2 For Dablenoi, see I.Nikaia 1551; Belke 2020 s.v. “Dablénoi (AapAnvoi, Ethnikon)”.
13 I.Nikaia, 1509-1510.

' Sahin 1978, 773 f,; cf. Akyiirek-Sahin 2012, 347.

' See Pleket 1981, 154; 158; Akyiirek-Sahin — Uzunoglu 2019, 243. For this expression in votive inscrip-
tions to Zeus Bronton, cf. Akyiirek-$ahin 2012, 350, fn. 20.

' For the interchange of e1 and  cf. Gignac 1976, 190.
'7 Liebenam 1900, 384-386.

BTAM V.2, 991.

1 See Schuler 1998, 154 £.; 233 ff.
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dpxwv Tiig kwung in the Anabasis of Ksenophon®. According to a published inscription* from
Lyrboton kome belonging to Perge, this office was held there for a year. Therefore, the komarkhai
of Pronnaeitai kome should have also held the office for a year.

L. 11: ITaoiwv has been attested for the first time in Myrleia-Apameia in Bithynia and for the
fourth time in Phrygia, see LGPN VA, 360, s.v.; VC, 350, s.v. Besides, this name is known from
Asia Minor, see LGPN VA; VB; VC s.v.; Giiney 2016, 131.

L. 11: Taciov = Taiov (see here fn. 16).
L. 13-14: KAfjung has been attested four times in Nikaia, see LGPN VA 250, s.v.

Zeus is the dominant god worshipped in the region. Another male deity attested in the cult area
with Zeus is Heracles who is known from three dedicatory inscriptions for Hadrianus on the ar-
chitrave of Lefke and Istanbul Gates in Nikaia®. According to the inscriptions, Herakles, together
with Dionysos, is one of the founding deities of Nikaia®. Besides, another monument of Herakles
was located in Deliktas of Iznik district®.

In 1987, a statue group of Herakles was found in the small Turkish town of Seyitgazi (= Nakoleia)
in Phrygia, located in the modern district of Eskisehir”. Ahmetler village is not far from Seyitgazi,
at a distance of approximately 88 km. In this case, the Herakles cult in Ahmetler may have origi-
nated from Seyitgazi and Zeus Basilikos may have been worshipped together with Herakles in the
sanctuary.

The letter style may suggest a date in the 2"4-3" cent. A.D., before the Constitutio Antoniniana.

2. Marcus and his cousins dedicate an altar to Zeus Bronton

Rectangular white marble altar, partly broken at the right side, with plain moldings on all sides at
the top and bottom; at the top, four dressed bust figures in a local style. Their faces and hair are
partly damaged. A similar bust®® form can also be seen from an altar in Indni, lying approximately
35 km west of Eskisehir. The bust group on the Inonii altar is in the middle and beneath the busts
an inscription of three lines is carved. P. Frei, who published this altar, suggests that these busts
can belong to the persons who made the offering to Zeus Bronton. Similarly, our busts must prob-
ably belong to Marcus and his cousins.

The inscription is located on the front side. The letters of the inscription were painted in red and
the traces of paint are still visible.

Find spot : Now in the Bilecik Archaeological Museum.

20 Xen. Anab. iv 5, 28; Cf. Schuler 1998, 155.
21 1.Perge, 77.
22 [.Nikaia, 29-30a.

2 Heracles is also known from the coins. See RPC II, no. 639, 642; RPC IV.1, no. 5117; 5530; 5892-93;
5928-30; 5990; 6025; 6241; 8335; 9902; 9906; 9979; 1004; 10191; 10366; 10638-39; 11135;11177; 11777 [date
accessed, 20.10.2020].

24 Sahin et alii 2008, 17.
 For further information, see Calik-Ross 2010, 171 f.
26 Frei 2001, 154 f., no. 9 (= SEG LI, 1780). For further, see Frei 2001, 135-158 (= SEG LI, 1777-1781).
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Mesaurements : H: 1.12 m; W: 47 cm; D: 54 cm; LH: 2.2-3.5 cm

Inv. No. : 340 [BAM inv. no. TGA160]
Registration  : Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk
Photo : Ezgi Demirhan-Oztiirk
Date :2M-3" cent. A.D.

Ad Bpovt@vti AokAfj-
(o6 kat’ Emray(n)v &vé[O]n-

kav Mdpkog Acm)\r]—”

4 806 ovv 101G avu[yi]ois.

Fig. 2b

1-2. AXKAHAT lapis; 2 EIIITAIN lapis.

Translation:

Marcus, son of Askles, dedicated (this altar) with his
cousins, in accordance with Divine command, to Zeus
Bronton of Askles.

L. 1-2: The name Askles is documented for the third
time in Nikaia. For this name, see LGPN VA, 85, s.v.;
cf. Oztiirk 2015, 258, no. 1.

‘AokAndt instead of AokAfjdog may have been acci-
dentally carved by the stonemason. Proper names in
genitive case attached to the name of Zeus are known
from votive inscriptions found in Bithynia and
Phrygia?.

' In this case, Askles, whose name should be accepted as

genetivus attached to Zeus Bronton®, was one of the
founders of Zeus Bronton in the sanctuary and the
priest of the God. He is the same person with that
named in inscription number 4 below.

Apart from Askles, we learn new priest names, such as Aleksandros, Asklepiodotos, Marcus, Sex-

tus, Sotades/Sotadas, Sosigenes and Trophimas from the new votive inscriptions. See inscriptions

4,7 and 8 below.

¥ See I.Nikaia II.2, 1509; Akyiirek-Sahin 2014, 350 ff.

2 For the use of datives in votive inscriptions dedicated to Zeus Bronton, see also Akyiirek-Sahin 2012,

348 f. Cf. see Chiai 2010, 135-156.
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The letter style may suggest a date in the 2"4-3" cent. A.D., before the Constitutio Antoniniana.

3. Oikonomos Euangelos dedicates an altar to Zeus Soter for his family

Preserved is the lower part of a rectangular white marble altar, with plain moldings at the bottom.
It is broken from the upper part, which presumably occurred in the course of illegal excavation.
The inscription is located on the front side.

Find spot : Now in the Bilecik Archaeological Museum.
Mesaurements : H: 1.12 m; W: 47 cm; D: 54 cm; LH: 2.2-3.5 cm
Inv. No. : 342 [BAM inv. no. TGA160]

Registration  : Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk

Photo : Ezgi Demirhan-Oztiirk
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Date :2m-3" cent. A.D.

[Ayabf Toxn- ?] 2

Y

P
= 0N

A Zwt[fip]
bnep owtnpliag]
Aopttiag, A(ovkiov) Gp[ya]—
4 TpOG, ApkeoatAaid[og]
Kal Omep kapm@®[v]
TOV aypdv, Evd[vye]-
Aog oikovopog [avé]-
8 el]_lisv oLV T® dy[d)\]-
patt Tod Alog V!
Kwpapxovvtwv Eppoy[od]
Ale€avdpov kai TAVkw([vog]

12 [T]AOkwvoc, ¥

Translation:

[May there be good fortune! (?)]. Oikonomos Eu-
angelos, for the salvation of Domitia Arkesilais,
daughter of Lucius and the (abundance) of her
crops, dedicated (this altar) with a bust of Zeus,
(during the tenures of) komarkhes Hermogas, son
of Aleksandros and komarkhes Glykon, son of
Glykon, to Zeus Soter®.

Fig. 3b
L. 2: onép owtnpiag (and £avtod k& T@V idiwv kTA.). This expression is prevalently on votive in-

scriptions.*

L. 4: Apkeothaig is previously unattested in Nikaia. The name is known only once from Ni-
komedeia in Bithynia, see LGPN VA 68 s.v.

L. 7: Several oikonomoi are known from the vicinity of Nikaia.*!

» Soter is one of the most common epithets of Zeus which means a saviour, a deliverer. For Zeus Soter
known from Nikaia, see .Nikaia, 32, 1131-32; Adak - Akyiirek-$ahin 2005, 135 f., no. 1; Dénmez-Oztiirk
2012, 68, no. 1 (= SEG LXII, 962); Dénmez-Oztiirk 2013, 289, no. 3 (SEG LXIIII, 1139; AE 2013 [2016], no.
1462; Oztiirk 2013, 296, no. 3 (= SEG LXIII, 1143).

3 For this expression in votive inscriptions to Zeus Bronton, see Akyiirek-Sahin 2002, 23; 2012, 350. See
also Jim 2014, 617-638.

3! For oikonomoi in the territory of Nikaia, see I.Nikaia 192, 196, 205 (= Avram - Bounegru 2006, 270),
753, 1057, 1201, 1292, 1336, 1413, 1466; Adak — Akyiirek-$ahin 2005, 140 f,, no. 6; Cokbankir 2010, 330 £.,
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L. 8-9: cUv T® dy[d)\] patt Tod Awdg: this expression cannot denote a statue of Zeus, but it can mean
a bust. Because the word agalma has also meanings such as painting, portraiture, etc., see LS], 5
s.v. Many busts of Zeus are known from Bilecik province. N. E. Akyiirek-$ahin provides in detail
a catalogue of examples of these busts®. According to Akyiirek-Sahin, the busts were probably
mounted on the altars. Therefore, there was presumably a bust of Zeus on this altar. The dowel
hole is missing as the altar is damaged in the upper part.

L. 10: EPMOT[---. The letters after Eppioy--- cannot be read because of damage at the right below
the corner of the altar. There is not much space, but ca. 2 letters, to restore the ending of EPMOTI'[-
-- and the name does not continue to the bottom line. For this reason, we can suggest two names
including Eppoydg. Hermogas is unattested in Nikaia and Bithynia, but the name is known from
Aizanoi, Akmonia, Appia Kidyessos, Kotiaion, Nakoleia in Temenothyrai in Phrygia and Anti-
okheia, Sagalassos and Yesilova in Pisidia, see LGPN VC 148 s.v.

L. 10: For komarkhes, see inscriptions 1 and 6.
L. 11-12: TAVkwv. This name has been documented once from Pronnoeitai village (I.Nikaia 1503).

The letter style may suggest a date in the 2"-3" cent. A.D., before the Constitutio Antoniniana.

4. Longus and Artemon dedicate an altar to Zeus Bronton

Fig. 4a Fig. 4b
Rectangular white marble altar, with plain moldings on all sides at the top and bottom. A partly
broken bust of the priest Askles (?) in a local style and an eagle between stylized volutes on the

no. 6; 336 f., no. 10; Oztiirk - Kilig-Aslan 2012, 104 f., no. 7; Marek - Adak 2016, 13 f,, no. 18. Also cf.
Corsten, 2006b, 87.

32 Akytirek-Sahin 2014.
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front face at the top, damaged presumably during an illegal excavation; a patera between stylized
volutes at the upper sides. The inscription is located on the front side.

Find spot : Now in the garden of the fire department of Pazaryeri district.
Measurements : H: 1.52 m; W: 57.5 cm; D: 49 cm; LH: 2.8-3.9 cm

Inv. No. 1358

Registration  : Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk

Photo : Ezgi Demirhan-Oztiirk

Date : 23" cent. AD

Al Bpovtovtl
AoxAiidog A
KATa EmLTayny

4 (Ayovyog kal Ap-
Tépwv ol ApTé-
Lwvog avédn- "

vac. vac.

Kav.

4. AONTOZ lapis.
Translation:

To Zeus Bronton of Askles, Longus and Artemon, sons of Artemon dedicated (this altar), in accord-
ance with Divine command.

L. 2: Askles a being priest of Zeus Bronton is known from inscription no. 2 above.

L. 4-5: Longus and Artemon are brothers and they have another brother named Askles (see in-
scription no. 5 below).

The letter style may suggest a date in the 2"4-3 cent. A.D., before the Constitutio Antoniniana.

5. Longus, Askles and Artemon dedicate an altar to Zeus Bronton

Rectangular white marble altar, partly broken the upper and the right side at the bottom, with
plain moldings on all sides at the top and bottom. The inscription is located on the front side.

Find spot : Now in the garden of the fire department of Pazaryeri district.
Measurements : H: 1.28 m; W: 53 cm; D: 35 cm; LH: 2.8-3.2 cm

Inv. No. 1363

Registration  : Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk

Photo : Ezgi Demirhan-Oztiirk

Date :2M-3" cent. A.D.
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[A]yabf " TOxn-
Kot Emtayny avé-
otnoav At Bpovt-
vt Advyog kai AokA-
fig kai Aptépwv oi Ap-

Fig. 5a Téuwvog. "

Translation: May there be good fortune! In accordance with Divine command, Longus, Askles and
Artemon, sons of Artemon erected (this altar) to Zeus Bronton.
6. The village of Pronnoeitai dedicate an altar to Zeus Bronton

Rectangular white marble altar, partly broken right side at
the bottom, with plain moldings on all sides at the top and
bottom. A patera between stylized volutes on the front
face at the top. The inscription is located on the front side.
The inscription was painted in red and the traces of paint
are still visible.

Find spot : Now in the garden of the fire depart-
ment of Pazaryeri district.

Measurements : H:1.49 m; W: 65 cm; D: 47 cm; LH: 2.5-
4.1 cm

Inv. No. :359

Registration : Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk

Foto : Ezgi Demirhan-Oztiirk

Date : After 212 A.D. [Const. Anton.]

Ayadfj " Toxn-

Au Bpovt@vti kat’ émta-

—_— —  ~—

v avs@mcav M Hpovvm—

—_—— —

4 TOV KOUN KOHApXOOVTWY

Av(pnhiov) ¥ Apiotwvog k& Av(pnAiov) Netko-

vacat

péxo(v).
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A—

1

s
f,
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e
o

‘.A f,.- ,1 \\"*“ TR

do,um R S e J&W&?;LJ\'?‘, N

. 5‘ “;;”‘T

5-6. NEIKOMAXOZX lapis.

Translation:

May there be good fortune! The village of Pronnoeitai, when Aurelius Ariston and Aurelius Niko-
makhos are komarkhai, in accordance with Divine command dedicated (this altar) to Zeus Bronton.

L. 3-4: Pronnoeitai: This village name had been previously attested three times. See inscription

no. 1 above.

L. 4: For komarkhes, see inscriptions no. 1 and 3 above.

L. 5: k€ = kai®.

L. 5-6: Newopayog= Nikopaxog (see fn. 16 above).

Diokles, Nikomakhos, Marcus and Marcus and his siblings dedicate an altar to Zeus
Bronton Pithios

Rectangular white marble altar, with plain moldings on all sides at the top
and bottom. An eagle between stylized volutes on the front face at the top.
The inscription is located on the front side.

Find spot : Now in the garden of the fire department of Pazaryeri
district.

Measurements : H:1.47 m; W: 67 cm; D: 42 cm; LH: 2.6-3.1 cm

Inv. No. : 360

Registration : Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk
Photo : Bzgi Demirhan-Oztiirk
Date :2m-3" cent. A.D.

3 On the interchange of au and ¢, see Laminger-Pascher 1973, 9; Gignac 1976, 192.
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Avadn e A BRON QN
At Bpovtovtt ITi- \le 1\14\1 OA‘ K ,\L\__t"

Biw Méprov kat Zék- L

4 KTOV KaTd &mita- \ ] O} \’<\ 1 4/\\ Lﬁ‘] l .Tk\.’;‘. |
yiv &véabnoav I IJ\ k\N— > »T LY" \N
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Fig. 7b
Translation:

May there be good fortune! Diokles, Nikomakhos and Marcus, sons of Marcus and Marcus, son of
Sextus, with his siblings erected (this altar) for Zeus Bronton Pithios of Marcus and Sextus.

L. 2-3: Zeus Bronton Pithios: Zeus bearing the epithet Pithios has been attested for the first time
in Nikaia. Actually, the epithet is known from a published inscription* by S. Sahin in Nikaia: Au
IOn[.]. Aivog | kTA. We rediscovered the stele in 2015 and worked on the inscription and made
some corrigenda. According to the new reading, the first line of the inscription is as follows: Au
iBi[w] Pihivog | kTA. There are six similar votive inscriptions™, one of which belongs to Apollon,
used as spolia in the base of the minaret of Baskdy Mosque. It seems that Zeus is also worshipped
alongside Apollon*. Baskéy, where the cult of Zeus Bronton is recorded, lies a few kilometers
north of Ahmetler.

According to K. Belke, Ad ITifn[ . ] (I.Nikaia 1125 mentioned above) at Baskéy Mosque can prob-
ably be restored as ITiOnk® and the place name Pithekas with a bridge over Karasu known from
Anna Komnena® must be Bagkdy. As seen, both the epithet in our inscription and the one from
Bagkoy Mosque are definitely Pithios; but the name Pithekas may have been derived from Pithios,
as Belke also emphasized.

Zeus bearing the epithet Pithios is also known from unpublished inscriptions in Bilecik and So6giit
Museums™.

L. 3-4: Marcus and Sextus are priests of Zeus.

The letter style may suggest a date in the 2"-3" cent. A.D., before the Constitutio Antoniniana.

3 I.Nikaia 1125.

% I.Nikaia 1030, 1084, 1096, 1102, 1125, 1154.
36 T.Nikaia 1030.

7 Belke 2020, 921. Cf. Anna XV 3, 6.

3 Akytirek-Sahin 2014, 123, fn. 10.
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8. Asklas dedicates an altar to Zeus Bronton

Rectangular white marble altar, with plain moldings on all sides at
the top and bottom. Two male busts, one of which is broken due to
illegal excavation, between stylized volutes on the front face at the
top. Besides, there is an eagle between two busts. The inscription is
located on the front side.

Find spot : Now in the garden of the fire department of Pazary-
eri district.

Measurements : H: 1.23 m; W: 46 cm; D: 28 cm; LH: 2.1-3.2 cm
Inv. No. 1361

Registration  : Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk

Photo : Ezgi Demirhan-Oztiirk

Date :2M-3" cent. A.D.
" AyaOf v toxn- " Translation:
Au Bpovtavtt” May there be good fortune!
Swotyévov it So- For Zeus Bronton of Sosigenos

— and Sotades/Sotadas, I Ask-
4 tadov, AokAdg las, son of Aristainetos,

" AplotatvéTon erected (this altar).
" dvéabnoa. ¥

Fig. 8b Fig. 8¢
3-4. ZQAATOY lapis.

L. 3: Ywotyévng: The name is previously unattested in Nikaia. For Sosigenes, a well-known name
from other places in the Bithynia region, see LGPN VA 419, s.v.

L. 3-4: Zwtddnc/Xwtadag: The name must be Sotades/Sotadas. The interchange of T and § may
have been accidentally carved by the stonemason. For the interchange, see; Gignac 1976, 80-83.
Sotades/Sotadas is previously unattested in Nikaia. For Sotades/Sotadas, a well-known name from
other places in Asia Minor, see LGPN VA 420; VB 397; VC 405 s.v.

Sosigenes and Sotades/Sotadas are priests of Zeus.
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L. 4: AokAdg is attested only in Nikaia LGPN VA 79, s.v.

The letter style may suggest a date in the 2"-3" cent. A.D., before the Constitutio Antoniniana.

9. Ruphas and Meilesios dedicate an altar to Zeus Bronton

Rectangular white marble altar, with plain moldings on all sides at the top and bottom. Three male
busts in a local style between stylized volutes on the front face at the top. The face of one of them is
broken, presumably during illegal excavation. The inscription is located on the front side.

Fig. 9a

Find spot : Now in the garden of
the fire department of Pazaryeri district.
Measurements : H: 1.17 m; W: 58 cm; D:
37 cm; LH: 1.1-3.9 cm

Inv. No. 1362

Registration  : Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk
Photo : Ezgi Demirhan-Oztiirk
Date :27-3" cent. A.D.

Au BPOECOE[

Aegavdpov

Kal AGK)\r]mO(Sc’)TQ [v]
4 xai Tpogwadog,

Povgag kai Mey-

0l0C KAaTA {:mm-

YV avéd Y nkav.
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Translation:

May there be good fortune! Ruphas and Meilesios in accordance with Divine command dedicated
(this altar) to Zeus Bronton of Aleksandros, Asklepiodotos and Trophimas.

L. 2-4: Aleksandros, Asklepiodotos and Trophimas are priests of Zeus.

L. 3: AokAnmodoTog is a common name attested in Nikaia®.

L. 5: Povgag has been previously unattested in Nikaia. This name is known only from Termessos
in Asia Minor. For this name, see LGPN VC s.v.

The letter style may suggest a date in the 2"-3" cent. A.D., before the Constitutio Antoniniana.
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Nikaia’dan Yeni Yazitlar XII.
Pazaryeri Bolgesi’ndeki Ahmetler Kdyii’nde Yer Alan Zeus Bronton Kutsal Alan1
Oz

2016 yilinda, Bilecik ili Pazaryeri ilgesi Ahmetler kéyiinde muhtarin karantina alan1 yapmay1 ba-
hane ederek izin almaksizin yaptig1 insa faaliyetleri sirasinda olusan tahribat neticesinde tesadii-
fen bir kiilt alan1 kesfedilmistir (fig. 10-13). Koy muhtarinin yapmis oldugu tahribat alaninda in
situ olarak mimari duvar kalintilari ile yiizeye sagilmis vaziyette 10 tanesi yazitli olmak iizere gok
sayida adak altar1 ele ge¢mistir. Bunlardan biri ¢ok kétii tahrip edildigi icin makalede 9 yazit tani-
tilmaktadir. Bu yeni adak yazitlar1 bolge tarihi hakkindaki bilgilerimizi artmasina olanak sagla-
maktadir. Yazitlarin cevirileri su sekildedir:

1. lyi talih olsun! Pronnoeitai Koyii, Tanri’nin emri uyarinca iiriinler ve biitiin aile iiyeleri iin (bu
sunagi) Khrestos oglu Marcus ile Lucius’un epimeletes’liginin 6. yilinda; komarkhes Marcus oglu
Timotheos (ile) Gaius oglu Pasion; epimeletes Khrestos oglu Marcus (ile) Lucius Aterius oglu Lucius
(ile) Klemens oglu Rufus (zamaninda) Zeus Basilikos’a yaptirdilar. Onlar (ayrica) Herakles’in de
(bir heykelini diktiler).

2. Askles’in Zeus Bronton’u igin (bu sunagi), Tanrisal buyruga uygun olarak Askles oglu Marcus
kuzenleriyle birlikte dikti.

3. [1yi talih olsun! (?)]. Kahya Euangelos, Lucius’un kizi Domitia Arkesilais’in kurtulusu ve toprak
iiriinlerinin (bereketi) icin (bu sunagi) Zeus'un biistii ile birlikte, Aleksandros oglu Hermogas ko-
markhes iken ve Glykon oglu Glykon komarkhes Zeus Soter’e dikti.

4. Askles’in Zeus Bronton’u igin (bu sunagi), Tanrisal buyruga uygun olarak Artemon’un ogullari
Longus ve Artemon diktiler.

5. lyi talih olsun! Tanrisal buyruga uygun olarak, Artemon ogullari Longus, Askles ve Artemon (bu
sunagi) Zeus Bronton’a diktiler.

6. lyi talih olsun! Tanrisal buyruga uygun olarak, Pronnoeitai kdyii, Aurelius Ariston ile Aurelius
Nikomakhos’un komarkhes’ligi sirasinda (bu sunag) Zeus Bronton’a diktiler.

7. lyi talih olsun! Tanrisal buyruga uygun olarak, Marcus ogullar: Diokles, Nikomakhos ve Marcus
ile Sextus oglu Marcus kardesleriyle birlikte, (bu altari) Marcus ve Sextus’un Zeus Bronton Pit-
hios’una diktiler.

8. lyi talih olsun! Tanrisal buyruga uygun olarak, ben, Aristainetos oglu Asklas (bu altart) Sosigenes
ile Sotades/Sotadas’in Zeus Bronton’una diktim.
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9. Iyi talih olsun! Aleksandros, Asklepiodotos ve Trophimas’in Zeus Bronton’u icin (sunagt), Tan-
risal buyruga uygun olarak Ruphas ile Meilesios diktiler.

Anahtar sozciikler: Bithynia, Phrygia, Ahmetler Koyii/Bilecik, Zeus Bronton, Nikaia, Pronnoeitai
koyii, adak yaziti, komarkhes.

New Inscriptions from Nikaia XTI.
Sanctuary of Zeus Bronton in Ahmetler Village of Pazaryeri District
Abstract

In 2016 in the Ahmetler village of Pazaryeri district in Bilecik province, as a result of the damage
caused by the village headman’s illegal construction under the pretext of making a quarantine
area, a cult area was accidentally discovered. In this area damaged area made by the village head-
man, in situ architectural wall remains and many offering stelae were found scattered on the sur-
face, 10 of which had inscriptions on them. In this article, we present only nine inscriptions be-
cause one of them has been very badly damaged. These new offerings contribute to our knowledge
of the region’s history.

Keywords: Bithynia, Phrygia, Ahmetler village/Bilecik, Zeus, Bronton, Nicaea, Pronnoeitai village,
votive inscription, komarches.
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Fig. 10) Findspot of the inscriptions in the illegally excavated area (Photo: Abdurrahman Aktas)
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Fig. 11) Findspot of the inscriptions in the illegally excavated area (Photo: Abdurrahman Aktas)
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