HISTORIOGRAPHY OF SCIENCE IN GREECE
Efthymios Nicolaidis

History of science in Modern Greece appeared as a specific scientific field
at the beginning of the 20" century, when Michael Stephanides who worked on
the history of Byzantine alchemy was named professor of history of science at
the University of Athens and furthermore became a member of the new-born
international scientific community of historians of science.

Michael Stephanides's interest on history of science did not come “out of
the blue”. He was the heir of a long tradition, born during the 17" century, which
aimed to demonstrate that modern European science was born in Ancient Greece
and that the Greek communities of the Ottoman Empire and the Venetian
possessions became interested again in science.

At the beginning of the 17" century, a new intellectual trend was born in
the Greek communities of the Ottoman Empire. This trend has been named by
contemporary historians “Orthodox humanism” that means the renaissance of
Ancient Greek studies without turning away from the Christian orthodox dogma.
This trend was related to the “heretic” ecumenical Patriarch Cyril Lucar (1570-
1638), a discreet partisan of Calvinism, who tried hard to renovate the Orthodox
Church. Lucar was dismissed and replaced five times at the patriarchal throne by
the Sultan; after the last dismissal, his enemies -orthodox and catholic-
assassinated him as they feared that the Sultan would again appoint him as
Patriarch.

Lucar favoured the ideas of the “orthodox humanism”: modern Greeks
were considered as the heirs of Ancient Greece -and not only of Byzantium- and
furthermore they came closer to the contemporary intellectual European trends
where classical studies were at the forefront of the university curriculum.

The Greeks who have propagated these ideas, have been at their majority
students at the university of Padua. Indeed, the current way of studies of the
Greek scholars of the Ottoman Empire of those times, was the following: primary
education by a private teacher, secondary education at a Greek College of the
Empire and then, if they wanted to go on, studies at the Venetian university of
Padua, as in Venice existed a flourishing Greek community established there
after the fall of the Byzantine Empire. Lucar, as his scientist friend Theophilus
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Corydaleus, had as professors Paolo Sarpi and Cesare Cremonini who taught
them Ancient Greek science.

To identify themselves with the Ancients was for the Greeks of those times
a sign of Modernity. Consequently, Ancient Greek science was not only
considered as a valuable knowledge, but also as a knowledge belonging to
Modern Greeks, who were identified with the orthodox subjects of the Sultan.
And history of science will appear at that moment, in order to reinforce the
intellectual trend of “Orthodox humanism”.

During the 17" century, the separation between history of science and
science was vague enough. As far as it concerns science teaching at the Greek
colleges, Gerassimos Vlachos (1605-1685), professor of the College of the Greek
community in Venice, was teaching science by presenting to his pupils the
definitions given for each subject by Greek and sometimes Latin authors. His
book (manuscript) Harmonia definitiva entium de mente Graecori doctorum, is
a sort of dictionary of terms (for ex. "sky", meteor", “element”, colour") where
one can find what the Ancients had said about these terms. Today, this book
could be considered as a Lexicon of Ancient science; for Vlacho's pupils, it was
their book on science.

In our survey on Modern Greek historiography of science, we will only
present the authors who were conscious to write history of science. This was
clear for those who wrote an historical preface to their scientific books. And it is
important to remark that writing a preface describing the history of the science
treated in the book, became common in the Greek books of science of the 18th
century.

From the time of Theophilus Corydaleus and Cyril Lucar until the 1770s,
when the new ideas of Enlightenment were introduced into the Greek
communities of the Ottoman Empire, this "history of science" consisted of the
following ideological scheme: science was born in Ancient Greece and it was
time, after the vicissitudes of history, that they come back to their country of
origin. This idea of an intellectual revival of the Greeks related to the idea of
their independence from the Ottoman Empire was the principal reason for the re-
introduction of the scientific teaching to the Greek communities, two centuries
after the fall of the Byzantine Empire.

An example of an historical prologue of those times was that of the book
Odos mathematikes [Cursus Mathematicus] of Methodios Anthrakites (1650-
1736), one of the Greeks who had studied at Padua University. The book was
printed in Venice in 1749 but the manuscript circulated from the beginning of the
century on.
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Anthrakites presented a long “history of the discovery, antiquity,
development and perfection of mathematics”. After praising the Ancient Greeks
and after saying a few words on the Assyrians and the Chaldeans, the author
presents the history of mathematics from Thales of Milo to Pappus, calling this
later as “almost the last mathematician”. Knowing that Anthrakites was
acquainted with Descartes (he had probably translated some of his texts) - that
means with modern mathematics-, it is clear that this phrase is not the fruit of
ignorance, but a clear ideological position.

This position will change during the 1770s, when the ideas of Greek
Enlightenment (following the European Enlightenment) together with the
economical development of the Greek communities of Western Europe will
strengthen the idea of national independence. The revolt provoked by Russia in
1770 had failed, but two decades later, the French revolution and Napoleon’s
campaigns will strongly revive this idea.

The new position of the followers of the Greek Enlightenment was that
everything of value came from Europe: the national state, the republic, the new
philosophy and furthermore the new science. The new historical prologues of
scientific books will not present only Ancient Greek science: for these authors,
science was born in Greece but transmitted and developed in Europe.

Constantine Koumas in the prologue of Seiras stoicheiodous ton
mathimatikion kai fysikon pragmateion [Elementary treatise of mathematics and
physics] published in Vienna in1807, writes that “symbolic calculus [algebra]
was born in Greece and the Arabs have given the small baby to Europe where,
breast-feed until Descartes and due to him, has grown today not only to an
ordinary man but another Hercules”. As for European scholars “inheriting what
Ancients [Greeks] have found, Galileo, Descartes, Newton, Leibniz, Wolf, de la
Caille, Euler, everyone discovering something and recognizing his due to his
predecessors, they traced the gold line of physico-mathematical treatises which
are the pride of the peoples of Europe”.

The French Revolution and Napoleon’s campaigns prepared the Greek
national revolution but this revolution as well the European philhellenistic
movement, were inscribed in the Romantic Movement.

This movement will influence Greek historiography and as a consequence
Greek history of science. The new ideology developed by Modern Greek
historians after the foundation of the Greek national state, was that of the
continuity of Greek nation from the antiquity until today, and Greek history was
divided in three periods: Ancient, Byzantine and Modern. Byzantium was again
upgraded in the collective consciousness, being presented as a Greek Empire who
continued Ancient Greek civilization in combining it with Christianity.
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As far as it concerns history of science, the new historiography
(systematized by the historian Constantine Paparigopoulos in his book on the
history of the Greek nation published in 1853)" upgraded the role of Byzantium:
until that period, Byzantine science was not mentioned in the Greek
historiography of science. Following this new historiography, Byzantium
preserved Ancient Greek knowledge and transmitted it to Europe. As for the
Ottoman period, science was kept alive in the Colleges of the Greek
communities. In order to “fill the gap” of the four centuries of the Ottoman
period, the Greek State established a prize for the compiling of a bibliographical
dictionary of the Greek scholars of this period. The prize was won by
Constantine Sathas who published his dictionary in 1869.

Michael Stephanides (1868-1959), the first Greek historian of science in
the current meaning of the word, followed this new historiographical trend. His
work L’art psammurgique et la chimie edited in Lesbos in 1909 presents the
chemistry of Ancient Greeks and in the Alexandrian and Byzantine periods as
belonging to the same tradition, different from that of Western Europe and of the
Arabs. Stephanides worked also on the history of Greek science during the
ottoman period (“before the revolution” as he writes), transposing in history of
science the complete historiographical scheme of the three periods of Greek
history.

In 1924, Stephanides was named professor at one of the first history of
science chairs in the world established at the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics
of the University of Athens. George Sarton showed clearly the ideological
reasons of the creation of such a chair. In 1926, he wrote in /sis that the creation
of this chair was not a surprise for him, as Ancient Greek science was one of the
most important national glories of the Greek State. Sarton pointed out that Greek
science does not belong only to Greece but to the entire world and propagates the
idea for the creation of history of science studies in the most important
universities.

By his articles in /szs and his presence at the international congresses,
Stephanides participated to the international community of historians of science.
He participated to the famous 2™ International Congress organized in July 1931
in London, where the Soviet delegation led by Boukharin himself related social
history to scientific development. Stephanides listened with the other participants
to the paper of the Soviet historian Hessen, where Newton’s discoveries were
related to the development and the needs of English capitalism. But all that
important debate did not influence him. Although Stephanides participated to the

' C. Paparigopulos, Istoria tou ellinikou ethnous [History of the Greek Nation],
Athens 1853.



Historiography of science in Greece 205

activities of the international community, he stayed in the line with the national
historiography aiming to show the importance of Ancient Greek science and its
relation between Byzantine science.

In his book Eisagogi eis tin istoria ton fysikon epistimon [Introduction to
the history of physical sciences], published in 1938, the year he was elected
member of the Academy of Athens, Stephanides presented his historiographical
schema: 150 of the pages this book dealt with Ancient Greece, 20 with the
Byzantium, 6 with the Arabs, 10 with Middle-Age Europe, 5 with Renaissance
and only 40 with the period from the 16 to the 20" centuries.

Stephanides was the first scholar who wrote a specific book on Greek
science during the Ottoman period. By writing this book, his aim was to
demonstrate the continuity of the Greek nation after Byzantium until the
foundation of the Greek state and also to “upgrade” the intellectual and scientific
life of the Greeks during the four centuries of the Ottoman period, considered by
his contemporary historians as the “dark period” in Greek history.

Stephanides was not able to organize a team of historians of science and to
create a Greek scientific community. Short after his election to the Academy, he
retired from the university. The chair was given to Christos Papanastasiou, an
unknown professor without any contribution in the field of history of science, and
so declined this first attempt to introduce history of science in Greek higher
education. Nevertheless, some books were edited, as / filosofia tis anagennissis
kai I themeliosis tis neoteras fisikis [The philosophy of Renaissance and the
foundation of modern physics] edited in 1955 by the National Organization of
Education Books (NOEB), written by Constantinos Logothetis in a pedantic style
as a chronological table of biographies of scientists and philosophers. In this
historiographical desert, we remark Evangelos Stamatis, former master of
gymnastics who studied physics in Germany during the 1930s and who edited
remarkable editions of Archimedes’s Opera (4 vols, editions of the Technical
Chamber of Greece, 1970-1974), of Apollonius Conics (4 vols, editions of the
Technical Chamber of Greece, 1975-1976) and of Euclid’s Geometry (3 vols,
NOEB, 1975).

Evangelos Stamatis, represented a specific generation of scholars, lovers
of Ancient Greece, with a deep knowledge of Ancient Greek language and also
with conservative political ideas.

The new generation of Greek historians of science who will form the
present scientific community appeared after the fall of the dictatorship of the
Colonels (1967-1974). This generation had a common political characteristic: its
members belonged to the left and due to specific political reasons (the sterile
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celebration of Ancient Greece by the educational system under the Colonels),
they turned away from the study of Ancient Greek science.

During the 1970s, the Greek professor of Byzantine history at the Ecole
Pratique des Hautes Etudes, encouraged Yannis Karas, a political refugee from
the civil war in East Europe, to study an unknown period of Greek science, that
of the Ottoman period. The small book of Stephanides was at that time the only
reference to these four centuries and no one had even catalogued the numerous
books and manuscripts of science of those times.

Until then, the (very few) Greek historians of science had studied Greek
science as the mainstream science: without doubt it was the case of Ancient
Greece but also in a certain extend it concerned the contribution of the
Byzantines. At the end of the 1970s, Yannis Karas opened a new field, that of
the study of the spreading of a scientific knowledge not born in Greece to the
Greek communities of the Ottoman Empire. This field will soon interest a great
number of scholars who, together with colleagues working on history of science
in Europe will constitute the first community of Greek historians of science.

The first institution who opened towards this new field, was the National
Hellenic Research Foundation (N.H.R.F.), by accepting at the end of the 1970s
Yannis Karas as a researcher on history of science (N.H.R.F. was founded in
1958 by scholars who were too progressive to be accepted by the university at
that period and who persuaded, in the cold war context, the Americans — and the
King of Greece, that the country needed an institution at the image of the
research centers of the Academies of Science of Eastern Europe).

At the same period, a number of Greek scholars became interested in the
history and philosophy of science. This group of scholars had the following
characteristics:

Graduated in exact sciences, they participated in political movements of
the left and followed post graduate studies in history or philosophy of science
abroad. Coming back to Greece in a period when finding a post at a university
was relatively easy, they entered these institutions not as historians of science,
but soon began to teach history and philosophy of science and to organize
seminars and, at the end of the 1980s started the post graduate programs. The
research field of those scholars was not any more Ancient Greece or Byzantium
but European science (19" and 20" century) and also science in post-Byzantine
Greece.

If we have mentioned the political affiliation of these scholars it is because
there is a bond between this affiliation and their interest on history and
philosophy of science. Indeed, this interest came out from the problematic of the
1970s on the social role of science and the relations between hard sciences and
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human sciences. This is why the research field of these scholars was mainly on
recent periods; Ancient and Byzantine times were out of their interest.

This group of scholars constituted the first organized community of
historians of science in Greece. At the end of the 1980s, history of science in
Greece had already the following organization:

Except the History of Science Program of the N.H.R.F. (Yanis Karas,
Efthymios Nicolaidis and George Vlahakis), two educational programs were
organized: the first opened at the University of Salonica by George Goudaroulis
and the other at the National Technical University of Athens by Michael
Assimacopoulos, Aristide Baltas, Costas Gavroglu, Vassilis Karasmanis, Aris
Koutougos, Pantelis Nicolacopoulos and Christina Phili. At the same period,
Vassilis Kalfas taught history of science in the University of Crete, Efthychis
Bitsakis at the University of Jannena and Costas Krimbas pursued his research
on the reception of Darwinism in Greece at the Agricultural University of
Athens. The time was mature for the creation of the Greek Society of History of
Science and Technology, founded in 1991.

A few years later, in 1994, a “Department of Methodology, History and
Theory of Science” was created at the University of Athens upon the initiatives
of the rector of this university Petros Yemtos and the professor of mathematical
logic Dionysis Anapolitanos. During the same period, post-graduate studies were
institutionalized in Greek Universities, and the National Technical University of
Athens and the University of Salonica organized such studies in the field of
history of science. Unfortunately the initiator of this program in Salonica, our
colleague George Goudaroulis, one of the most active Greek historians of science
passed away in 1997 at the age of 51 and the program declined. Nevertheless,
history of science is not absent in this university; especially history of
mathematics is taught by Nikos Kastanis at the Department of Mathematics.

If to all that we add the publication of the journal Neusis in 1996
presenting a lot of history of science articles, the publication in 1999 of the
Newsletter of history of science in Southeastern Europe by the N.H.R.F., the
post-graduate teaching of history of science at the Department of Education of
the University of Athens organized after 2002 by Costas Skordoulis, and the
presence of history of science at the universities of Volos and Patras, we have an
active community of numerous researchers, who prospered during the last twenty
years and is capable to renew itself by its own means.

This community together with the institutionalization of history of science
in Greece has had a large impact on the Greek historiography of science. First of
all, as we have already noticed, the main research concerns two fields: that of the
spreading of classical science (the science developed in Europe from the 16™ to
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the 19™ century) and that of the mainstream studies on classical and
contemporary science (science after the conception of the field in physics).

The research on the spreading of classical science aims to study the
process of the spreading of the European Enlightenment to the Greek
communities of the Ottoman Empire and of the Venetian processions and later of
the construction of the scientific and educational institutions of the Greek State
after the European model. This is why in recent years these studies also deal with
the 19" and the 20" centuries and include the history of technology. Many books
and articzzles have been published on that field in Greek but also in French and
English.

As the community of historians of science developed further during the
last years, some studies on Ancient and Byzantine science appeared again. Apart
the classical editions of Plato’s 7imeus and Aristotle’s Physics by V. Kalfas,
studies on Ancient Greek mathematics in Greek and French were made especially
by younger colleagues (Y. Christianides on Diophantos and K. Nikolantonakis
on Sirenus), and Byzantine science was also researched (for ex. the theses on the
older Byzantine Quadriviumpreserved, by Y. Katsiaboura).

To conclude this short presentation, we should say that the community of
Greek historians of science grew beyond any expectations during these last years,
the researches include many historiographical trends that are developing in the
international community and the fields of interest of Greeks historians of science
are expanding. The number of theses, articles, books and also the international
co-operative activities (encouraged and financed by the European Union) show
that this young community is open to all new trends in the studies of history and
philosophy of science.
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Yunanistan’da Bilim Tarihi Caligmalar1
Efthymios Nicolaidis

Yunanistan’da bilim tarihi aragtirmalari ve bu bilim dalinin kurumlagmasi,
yirminci ylizyihn ikinci c¢evreginde, Michael Stephanides’in (1868-1959)
cahigmalartyla ve onun Atina Universitesi’ne professor olarak atanmasiyla
baglamistir. Ancak onyedinci yiizyln bagida, Osmanh Imparatorlugu’ndaki
Rum toplumlarinda ortaya ¢ikan ve “Ortodoks humanizma” olarak adlandirilan
yeni bir diigiince akimi, Hristiyan dogmadan ayrilmaksizin Eski Yunan &gretisini
(bilimini) yeniden incelemeyi hedeflemekteydi. Bilim Tarihi bu diisiince akimini
kuvvetlendirici bir unsur olarak ortaya ¢ikt1.

Avrupa’daki Aydmlanma’yr takip eden Yunan Aydmlanmasi, Bati
Avrupa’da yasayan Yunanlilarin ekonomik olarak gelismesi, Fransiz devrimi ve
Napoleon’un seferleri, ulusal bagimsizlik fikrini kuvvetlendirdi. Yunanh
aydmlara gore degerli hersey -- ki bunlar arasinda bilim de vardi -- Avrupa’dan
gelmekteydi. Bilim, Eski Yunan’da dogmustu ama Avrupa’ya ge¢mis ve orada
gelismisti.
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Modern Yunan Devleti’nin kurulusundan sonra modern Yunan tarihgileri
tarafindan gelistirilen yeni ideolojiye gore, Yunan tarihi i déneme ayrilmisti:
Eski Cag, Bizans Dénemi ve Modern Donem. Bu yeni tarih anlayisi, Bizansin
roliinii 6nemli kildi. O zamana kadar Yunan bilim tarih¢iliginde Bizans’tan soz
edilmezdi. Bu anlayisa gore, Eski Yunan bilimi Bizans’ta korunmus ve
Avrupa’ya aktarilmisti. Osmanli doneminde ise bilim, Rum cemaatlerin
okullarinda canli kalmigti. Osmanli dénemindeki dort ylizyillik acig1 kapatmak
icin Yunan Devleti, Osmanli doneminde iirlin veren Yunanli yazarlarin
eserlerinin bir bibliyografyasim hazirlatmak istedi ve bunun i¢in bir 6diil koydu.
Bibliyografya 1869’da yaymmlandi.

Yunanistan’m bugiinkii anlamda ilk bilim tarihgisi olan ve yukarida anilan
Michael Stephanides, bu yeni tarih akimina mensuptur. Yunan tarihinin {i¢
donemini bilim tarihine uygulamistir. Aym gelenege dahil ettigi Eski Yunan,
Iskenderiye ve Bizans kimyasi iizerinde yazms oldugu gibi, Osmanh déneminde
Yunan bilimi hakkinda eser vermis ilk bilim adamuidir. 1924 yilinda diinya
tizerindeki ilk bilim tarihi kiirsiilerinden biri olan Atina Universitesi Matematik
ve Fizik Fakiiltesi Bilim Tarihi kiirsiisiine profesdr olarak atanmistir.
Stephanides, Londra’daki Ikinci Uluslararasi Bilim Tarihi Kongresi’ne (1931)
katilmis ve Sovyet sosyal bilimcisi Buharin’in sosyal tarih ile bilimsel gelisme
arasindaki iligye dikkat ¢eken ve Sovyet tarihgisi Hessen’in Newton’un kesifleri
ile Ingiliz kapitalizminin gereksinimlerine dikkat ¢eken konugmalarmimn etkisinde
kalmamig ve Eski Yunan biliminin 6nemi ve Bizans ile olan iliskisini ortaya
koymak i¢in milli tarihyazicihigr ¢izgisinde ylirlimeye devam etmistir.
Kendisinden sonra kiirsiisii verimli olamamuis ise de Yunanistan’da bilim tarihiyle
ilgili baz1 kitaplar yaymmlanmstir. Bunlar arasinda, Antik Cag Yunan bilim
adamlarimin  (Arkimedes, Appolonius, Oklides) eserlerinin  edisyonlari
bulunmaktadir.

Gilintimiizdeki bilim tarihgileri toplulugunu olusturan yeni nesil Yunanh
bilim tarihgileri, Generaller cuntasinin (1967-1974) diismesinden sonraki
donemde yetismistir. Sol kanada mensup bu bilim tarihgileri, siyasi sebeplerden
dolayr (Cunta donemi egitim sisteminde Eski Yunan dénemi kisir bir sekilde
yiiceltildigi i¢in) Eski Yunan bilimini arastirmaktan uzak durmuslardir.
1970’lerde, Yannis Karas yeni bir arastirma alami agmis ve Yunan kaynakli
olmayan bilginin Osmanli dénemindeki Rum cemaatlerine girisini ve yayilmasini
incelemeye baslamistir. Bu alan kisa siirede bilim adamlarinin ilgisini ¢ekmis ve
Avrupa’da bilim tarihi konusunda ¢aliganlarla birlikte, Yunanh bilim tarihgileri
toplulugu olugmustur.

Y.Karas’in 1970lerin sonunda National Hellenic Research Foundation
(NHRF) bilim tarihi konusunda arastirmaci olarak kabul edilmesi onemli bir
gelismedir. Bu kurum, 1958 yilinda, liniversitelere kabul edilmek i¢in ¢ok ilerici
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olan bilim adamlarmin, Yunan Krali’'m1 ve Amerikalilari, Yunanistan’n Dogu
Avrupa’da ornegi bulunan arastirma merkezlerine benzer bir merkeze ihtiyaci
oldugu konusunda ikna etmeleri neticesinde, soguk savas doneminde
kurulmugtur. O doénemde, bilim tarihi ve felsefesi konusunda calisan bilim
adamlarmin ortak ozellikleri sunlardir: Matematik bilimleri konusunda lisans
egitimi almislardi, sol hareketin iginde olmuslar ve lisans iistii egitimlerini yurt
disinda yapmuslardi. Yunanistan’a doniip {iniversiteye girmisler ve bilim tarihi ve
felsefesini 6gretmeye baglamiglardi. Eski Yunan ve Bizans bilimini degil, Avrupa
bilimini (19. ve 20. ylizyillar) veya Bizans sonrasi Yunanistan’da bilimi
arastirmaktaydilar. Bu grup, Yunanistan’daki ilk bilim tarihgisi toplulugu olarak
nitelendirilebilir.

1980’lerin sonunda bilim tarihinin Yunanistan’daki oOrgiitlenmesi su
sekilde gelismistir: NHRF disinda, biri Selanik Universitesi, digeri Atina Teknik
Universitesi’nde olmak {izere iki bilim tarihi egitim programu vardir. Baska
iiniversitelerde, program statiisiinde olmasa da, bilim tarihi dersleri verilmekte,
aragtirmalar yapilmaktadir. 1991 yilinda Yunan Bilim ve Teknoloji Tarihi
Cemiyeti kurulmustur. 1994°te, Atina Universitesi'nde “Bilim Metodolojisi,
Tarihi ve Teorisi Bolimii” acilmistir. Ayni dénemde, Yunanistan’daki bazi
iiniversitelerde bilim tarihi konusunda lisans {istii ¢aligmalar baglamustir.

1996°da yayima giren Neusis dergisinde ¢ok sayida bilim tarihi makalesi
yayimlanmaktadir. 1999’da ise NHRF tarafindan Newsletter of History of
Science in Southeastern Europeun yaymlanmasi, 2002°de Atina Universitesi
Egitim Bilimleri Boliimii’nde lisans {istii derslerin verilmeye baslanmasi ve iki
iiniversiteye (Volos, Patras) daha bilim tarihinin girmesiyle, bilim tarihgileri
grubu biiylimiistiir.

Yunanistan’daki bilim tarihgileri bugiin baslica iki alanda ¢aligmaktadir.
Birincisi, klasik bilimin 16-19. ylizyillarda Yunanistan’da yayilmasidir ve hedef,
Avrupa  Aydinlanmas’’nin  Osmanli  Imparatorlugu’ndaki  ve  Venedik
topraklarindaki Rum topluluklarma etki siirecini ve daha sonra Yunan
Devleti'nin Avrupa modeli iizerine kurdugu bilim ve egitim kurumlarim
incelemektir. Bu sebepledir ki, son yillarda bu ¢alismalar 19. ve 20. yiizyillar
kapsamakta ve teknoloji tarihini de igine almaktadir. Yine son yillarda, bilim
tarihgilerinin sayica artmasiyla, Eski Yunan ve Bizans donemi bilimi {izerinde
aragtirmalar ortaya c¢ikmustir. Uluslararasi akimlar dogrultusunda arastirmalar
yapilmakta ve Yunanl bilim tarihgilerinin ilgi ve arastirma alanlar1 giin gegtikce
genislemektedir.
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Historiography of science in Greece
Efthymios Nicolaidis

The present article aims to review the development of history of science
studies in modern Greece in the 20" century beginning with Michael
Stephanides, first professor of history of science at the University of Athens,
who represented the a tradition aiming to demonstrate the birth of modern
European science in Ancient Greece.

The new generation of Greek historians of science who would form the
present scientific community appeared in late 1970s. They turned away from
the study of Ancient Greek science. Yannis Karas opened a new field, that of
the study of the spreading of a scientific knowledge not born in Greece or to
the Greek communities of the Ottoman Empire. This field soon interested a
great number of scholars who, together with colleagues working on history of
science in Europe, constituted the first community of Greek historians of
science.

The first institution embracing this new field, was the National Hellenic
Research Foundation (NHRF) which accepted at the end of the 1970s Yannis
Karas as a researcher on history of science. In late 1980s, educational
programs were organized in the University of Thessaloniki and National
Technical University of Athens.

In the beginning of 1990s the Greek Society of History of Science and
Technology was created and a “Department of Methodology, History and
Theory of Science” newly created at the University of Athens in 1994. The
publication of the journal Neusis in 1996 and the Newsletter of History of
Science in Southeastern Europe by the NHRF in 1999 widened the
communation and exchange of information among historians of science. The
post-graduate teaching of history of science at the Department of Education of
the University of Athens was organised in 2002. Institutionalisation led to the
expansion of the community of Greek historians, and researches are presently
carried in line with historiographical trends that are developing in the
international community.

Key words: Historiography, Greece, history of science, Michael
Stephanides, Yannis Karas; Anahtar kelimeler: Bilim Tarihi Yaziciligy,
Yunanistan, bilim tarihi, Michael Stephanides, Yannis Karas.



