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Iman meselesi ve iman-amel iliskisi, erken dénem Islam tarihinde
tartigmalarin yogunlastigt en belirgin konulardan biridir. Bu konuda Ehl-i
siinnet ile Hariciler ve Mu’tezile gibi diger Islim mezhepleri arasinda
tartismalar vuku buldugu gibi, Ehl-i siinnet alimlerinin kendi aralarinda da
tartigmalar olmustur. Hadisgiler ve fakihlerin ekseriyeti amelin imandan
bir ciiz oldugu goriisiinii benimserken, imam Ebd Hanifé ve bazi Kiife
fakihleri onlara muhalefet ederek “Amel imandan degildir.” demislerdir. Bu
sebeple ilk gruba ait alimler Ebi Hanife’nin de dahil oldugu bu goriise kail
olan Kufe fakihlerini Miircie olarak isimlendirmistir. EbG Hanife nin bu
konudaki ifadeleri kendi doneminin bazi fakihleri tarafindan sorgulanmaya
tabi tutulurken, Miircie’ye karst siddetli tepkileri ve irca goriisiine

elestirel yaklagimlari sebebiyle hadisgiler tarafindan da inkar edilmistir.

Bu durum hadisgilerin Ebt Hanife’ye kars1 tutum ve elestirilerinin en
6nemli sebeplerinden biridir. Bu ¢alisma, s6z konusu tepkilerin gesitleri

ve yansimalarini, iki grup arasindaki ihtilafin lazfi mi yoksa hakiki mi
oldugunu ve bu tepkileri gerektirecek seviyede olup olmadigini ortaya
koymak maksadiyla, EbG Hanife ile hadiscilerin iman meselesine dair
goriislerini alt basliklariyla beraber karsilagtirmali olarak ele almay1 ve bu
tepkilerin sebeplerini ve arka planini ortaya koymak tizere, meselenin iki
taraftaki kokleri ve boyutlarini incelemeyi hedeflemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Eba Hanife, Hadisgiler, Hariciler, iman, irca.

Arastirma makalesi /
Resarch article

ABSTRACT

The relationship between faith
and deed can be considered one
of the most intensely debated
theological questions in early
Islamic history. Just as there
was disagreement surrounding
this question between Sunnis
and other non-sunni theological
schools, like the Khawarij and
the Mu’tazila, there was also
internal disagreement among
the Sunnis regarding the topic.
The hadith scholars and most
of the fuqaha’ held the opinion
that deed was a part of faith,
whereas some of the fuqaha’
of Kufa, Imam Abu Hanifa
being one of them, disagreed.
Imam Abu Hanifa’s statements
concerning this question left
many of the other fuqaha’

of his era perplexed by his
position and led to him and

his position being criticized by
hadith scholars of that era. This
all occurred under the backdrop
of an intense disagreement
between hadith scholars of
that era and the Murji’a in
which they heavily criticized
‘irja’. This can be counted

as one of the most important
reasons why hadith scholars
criticized and impugned

Imam Abu Hanifa. This study
will focus on comparing the
statements of Abu Hanifa and
the hadith scholars concerning
the question of faith and deed
as well as its various related
branches. It sheds light on the
disagreement in its various
forms, whether it is deserving
of the level of disagreement it
received, and seeks to address
whether the disagreement

was real and substantive in
nature or merely linguistic and
terminological. Furthermore,

it seeks to uncover where the
roots of the disagreement lie as
well as its various dimensions.

Keywords: Abu Hanifa,
Muhaddithiin, Khawarij,
Faith, ‘Irja’.
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THE MUHADDITHUN'S FEUD WITH ABU HANIFA:
THE QUESTION OF FAITH AS A CASE STUDY

SUMMARY

The relationship between faith and action is one of the most
vociferously debated theological questions in early Islamic
history. Just as there was disagreement surrounding this question
between Sunnis and other sects, like the Khawarij and the
Mu’tazilaa, there was also internal disagreement among Sunnis.
Hadith scholars and most jurists held the opinion that faith is
assent, affirmation and action, and therefore held that action is

a part of faith. Whereas a group of the jurists of Kufa, Imam

Abu Hanifa being one of them, held that faith is assent and
affirmation, thus action is not a part of faith. The first group
named this latter group, “Murji’a.” Later, this came to be known
as the, “irja’ of the jurists,” as a way of distinguishing them

from others who held that, “no sin harms those who have faith.”
Neither Abu Hanifa, nor any of the aforementioned Kiifan jurists
held this more extreme position.

Based upon this core foundational question, a series of branch
disagreements arose between the two groups. The hadith scholars
held that faith increases and decreases. Their position rested

on their position that actions are a part of faith, whereas Abu
Hantfa held that faith does not increase or decrease. Similarly, the
hadtth scholars allowed permissibility of including a statement
of exception with respect to the utterance of faith. Therefore,
someone could say: I am a believer, God willing. They prohibited
someone saying: I am a believer, truly! Given that actions being
accepted or rejected is a place of uncertainty, then these positions
naturally followed. In contrast, Abu Hanifa prohibited including
a statement of exception with the utterance of faith. He held

that one could state with certainty that they are a believer. The
hadith scholars declared this position to be an innovation and the
beginning of irja’.

Hadith scholars held a strong position against irja’, they
disparaged it, described it as an innovation and deemed those who
held it as people of misguidance. Their opposition to it manifest
in various ways including avoiding those who held it, refusing

to pray behind them, not praying the funeral prayer over them
after they pass, rejecting their witness testimonies. One of the
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outcomes of this disagreement was that some hadith scholars wrote
stand-alone treatises on the question of faith, and some of them
avoided hearing or narrating hadiths from them, all in the hopes
of dissuading others from following them. This was similar in
many ways to the position of hadith scholars concerning narrating
from people of innovation more broadly. However, although Imam
Ahmad avoided narrating from the Murji’a of his generation if
they called to their innovation, he did not apply this standard to
previous generations. He narrated from the earlier generations of
the Murji’a in his chains whether they called to their innovation or
not. Al-Bukhari’s position was similar.

In this context, Abu Hanifa’s statements concerning the question of
faith led to him and his position being criticized by hadith scholars
of that era. This all happened in light of the intense disagreement
between hadith scholars of that era and the Murji’a. This is one

of the most important reasons why hadith scholars criticized and
impugned Abu Hantfa. Thus we find clear references to irja in
biographies written about him by hadith scholars which was often
mentioned to impugn and critique him as found in the books of al-
Bukhari, al-‘Uqayli, Ibn ‘Adt and al-Khatib al-Baghdadi.

After a detailed analysis, what becomes apparent is that the
disagreement between Abu Hanifa and the majority of hadith
scholars concerning this question is terminological in nature.
Hadith scholars would not anathematize those who left acting
completely, and as such it becomes apparent that action is not a
core integral of faith. This is precisely what Abti Hantfa intended
when differentiating between faith and action while still holding
that action has an important effect on reward and punishment.
Despite all of this, both sides insisted on the phrases they used,
due to other considerations they had in mind. Abu Hantfa was
keeping in mind the dangers of the Khawarij, who held that action
was a core integral part of faith and therefore insisted that we
differentiate between the two. In contrast the hadith scholars were
concerned about people taking actions lightly and they similarly
despised any new innovated opinion in the religion and therefore
insisted on counting actions as a part of faith..
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HADISCILERIN EBU HANIFE'YE SIDDETLI TEPKILER:
IMAN MESELES| ORNEGH

OZET

Iman ve amel arasindaki iliski, erken Islam tarihinin en yogun
tartisilan teolojik sorunlarindan biridir. Stinniler ile Hariciler ve
Mu‘tezile gibi diger mezhepler arasinda bu soruyu ¢evreleyen
anlagmazliklar oldugu gibi, Siinnilerin kendi arasinda da i¢
anlagmazliklar vardi. Hadis alimleri ve fakihlerin ¢ogu, imanin
temelinin niyet, inang ve amel oldugu goriisiine sahiptiler ve

bu nedenle amelin inancin bir pargasi olduguna karar verdiler.
Kifeli bir grup fakih ve bunlardan biri olan imam Ebti Hanife,
imanin temelinin niyet ve inan¢ oldugunu, dolayisiyla amelin
imanin bir pargasi olmadigini savunmustur. Bu sebeple ilk gruba
ait alimler Ebti Hanife’ nin de dahil oldugu bu goriise kail olan
Kife fakihlerini Miircie olarak isimlendirmistir. Daha sonra bu
tabir, onlar1 “iman edenlere hicbir giinah zarar vermez” diyen
digerlerinden ayirmanin bir yolu olarak “fakihlerin ircas1” olarak
bilinmeye baslamistir. Ne Ebli Hanife ne de yukarida sozii edilen
Kufeli fakihlerden herhangi biri bu asir1 goriislere sahip degildi.
Bu temel soruya dayanarak, iki grup arasinda bir dizi anlasmazlik
ortaya ¢ikti. Hadis alimleri, imanin arttigini ve azaldigin iddia
etmislerdir. Fikirleri, amellerin imanin bir parcasi oldugu
goriisiine dayaniyordu, oysa Ebli Hanife, imanin artmadigini veya
azalmadigimi savunmustur. Benzer sekilde hadis alimleri, iman
beyanina iliskin olarak bir istisna beyaninin dahil edilmesine izin
vermistir. Bu nedenle birisi s0yle diyebilirdi: Allah’in izniyle ben
miiminim. Bir kimsenin: “Ben gercekten miiminim” demesini
yasakladilar. Kabul edilen veya reddedilen amellerin bir belirsizlik
oldugu disiiniildiigiinde, dogal olarak bu fikirler takip edildi.
Aksine, Ebli Hanife, iman beyanina bir istisna beyaninin dahil
edilmesini yasaklamistir. Kigilerin miimin olduklarini kesin olarak
sOyleyebilecegini savunmustur. Hadis alimleri bu pozisyonun bir
bid’at ve irca’nin baslangic1 oldugunu ilan etmistir.

Hadis alimleri irca’ya kars1 giiglii bir durus sergileyip, onu
kiigiimsediler, bir bid’at olarak tanimladilar ve bu fikri
benimseyenleri yanlis yola sapan insanlar olarak gordiiler. Onlarin
tepkisi, bu fikri benimseyenlerden kaginmak, arkalarinda namaz
kilmay1 reddetmek, vefat ettikten sonra cenaze namazi i¢in dua
etmemek, tanik ifadelerini reddetmek gibi ¢esitli sekillerde
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ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu anlasmazligin sonuglarindan biri, bazi hadis
alimlerinin iman sorunu {izerine bagimsiz incelemeler yazmalar1
ve bazilarinin da digerlerini onlar1 takip etmekten caydirmak
umuduyla bunlardan hadisleri duymaktan veya anlatmaktan
kacinmasi olarak ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu, bir¢ok yonden hadis
alimlerinin miibtedilerden daha genis bir sekilde anlatim yapma
konusundaki tutumuna benziyordu. Ancak, Imam Ahmed, kendi
neslinin Miirciesini bid’at’a tesvik etmekten kaginarak anlatmaktan
kaginsa da bu tutumunu 6nceki nesillere uygulamadi. Tutsaklik
doneminde Miircie’nin 6nceki nesillerinden rivayet etmeye devam
etti. Buhari’nin de bu konudaki tutumu da benzerdi.

Bu baglamda, Ebli Hanife nin iman sorunuyla ilgili agiklamalari,
onun ve pozisyonunun o dénemin hadis alimleri tarafindan
elestirilmesine yol agt1. Tiim bunlar, o donemin hadis alimleri ile
Miircie arasindaki yogun anlagmazligin 151831nda gergeklesti. Bu,
hadis alimlerinin Ebi Hanife’yi elestirip aleyhinde bulunmalarinin
en 6nemli nedenlerinden biridir. Bu nedenle, Buhari’nin, Ukayli’nin,
Ibn Adi’nin ve Hatib el-Bagdadi’nin kitaplarinda oldugu gibi hadis
alimleri tarafindan onun hakkinda yazilan biyografilerde, sik sik ona
karsi ¢ikilan ve elestirilen irca’ya acik referanslar bulunmaktadir.
Ayrintil bir tahlilden sonra ortaya ¢ikan sey, Ebli Hanife ile hadis
alimlerinin ¢ogu arasindaki bu konudaki anlasmazligin dogasi
geregi terminolojik oldugudur. Hadis alimleri, amelden tamamen
ayrilanlart dinden ¢ikmig saymazlar ve bu nedenle amelin inancin
temel ayrilmaz bir pargasi olmadigi ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bu, Ebl
Hanife’nin, yine de amelin miikafat ve ceza tizerinde 6nemli

bir etkiye sahip oldugu diislincesine sahipken, iman ile ameli
ayirirken amagladig: seydir. Biitiin bunlara ragmen, her iki taraf

da kafasindaki diger hususlar nedeniyle kullandiklari ifadelerde
wsrar etti. Eb Hanife, bu eylemin inancin temel ayrilmaz bir
pargasi oldugunu diisiinen ve bu nedenle ikisi arasinda ayrim
yapmamizda 1srar eden Haricilerin tehlikelerini akilda tutuyordu.
Buna karsin hadis alimleri, insanlarin ameli hafife almasi konusunda
endiseliydiler ve benzer bir sekilde dinde ortaya ¢ikan her tiirlii
bid’at1 kii¢iimsediler ve bu nedenle amelleri inancin bir pargasi
olarak saymakta 1srar ettiler.
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