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Absent Personalities Present in the Liberation of Bayt al-Maqdis
ABSTRACT: This paper deals with the most prominent historical figures who
contributed -indirectly- to the liberation of Jerusalem, the first of which was
Mawdud ibn Altuntekin, who represented the first reaction against the crusaders;
the second of which was Imad al-Din Zengi (11271146 CE), who proceeded to unify
and gain the trust of the internal Islamic front and seized the County of Edessa in
the year 1144 CE; and the third is the just king Nur al-Din Mahmoud Zengi (1146-1174
CE), who completed the unification of the Bilad al-Sham, annexed Egypt and
unified the Arab East under one caliphate, the Abbasid Caliphate. The paper
concludes with other "supporting personalities"; namely Najm al-Din Ayyub, the
father of Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi, Mu’in al-Din Unar, the al-Atabeki ruler of Damascus,
and Asad al-Din Shirkuh, the uncle of Salah al-Din who also contributed to the
liberation of Bayt al-Maqdis.

KEYWORDS: Mawdud ibn Altuntekin, Imad al-Din Zengi, Nur al-Din Mahmud Zengi,
Najm al-Din Ayyub, Muin al-Din Unar, Asad al-Din Shirkuh.
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