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Artuqid Alliances and their Role in Confronting the Crusader invasion
ABSTRACT: This study examines the role of the Artugids in resisting the Crusader
invasion into the Islamic East, highlighting their strategic alliances with various
Muslim princes. At a pivotal stage, the Artugids assumed a leading position in the
Jihad movement against the Crusaders, particularly under the leadership of lighazi
ibn Artuq and his nephew Belek ibn Behram. Focusing on the period 491-630 AH /
1098-1232 CE, the research seeks to elucidate the nature of these alliances and the
Artugids’ military and political engagement. To this end, it explores the origins of
the Artuqid dynasty, their instrumental role in supporting Seljuk authority in Bilad
al-Sham, and the major battles in which they participated, while clarifying the
respective contributions of lighazi and Belek to the Jihad efforts against the
Crusaders.

KEYWORDS: Artugid, Crusaders, lighazi ibn Artuq, Belek ibn Behram, Bayt al-
Magqdis.
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