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Criticism of the Claim of the Imami Shi'te that the Ahl al-Sunnah
Acknowledged the Occultation of the Twelfth Imam a Critical Hadith Study
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The Shi‘a creed was shaped in the mixed era due to internal and external influences, and based
her theory on the doctrine of the Imamate, which became the mayor of her doctrine. Thus, the
Imami Shiites believed that the awaited Mahdi is the twelfth imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan
al-‘Askari, the absentee, believing in the innocent of their imams, saying that innocent has
continued after the Prophet (pbuh) with an innocent imam whose rationality was inspired by
Allah in matters of religion and worldly. They claimed that some of the Sunnis admitted to the
absence of the twelfth Imam in their books, inferring what was stated in some of the Sunni
books, choosing from akhbar and narratives what is compatible with their beliefs, regardless of
its scientific value or intended. Thus, they inferred the validity of their imamate creed.
Thereupon, the research aims to study the akhbar and narratives received by some Sunni
scholars related to the absence of Muhammad ibn al-Hasan among the Imami Shiites, whom the
Shiites received as awaited Mahdi. The importance of the research lies in its removal of this
claim, and to clarify the reasons for the emergence of this akhbar and narratives in the books of
the Sunnis, and thus the research followed the two process, inductive approach and text

analysis.



EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Criticism of the Claim of the Imami Shi'te that the Ahl al-Sunnah Acknowledged the Occultation of

the Twelfth Imam

A Critical Hadith Study

The sect and political events that took place after the death of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
led to the emergence of some fractions among Muslims. The most important of these groups is the
Twelve Imam Shi‘as, which is the official sects of the Iran today. The belief system of the sect is
based on the fact that Muhammad ibn Hasan, the twelfth imam, went into occultation in 329 AH and
he will appear in the end-times bringing justice and peace to the world. In order to prove the
truthfulness of these belief systems, Shi‘a scholars cite evidence from the Ahl al-Sunnah sect, which
they see as opponents, and say that the even Sunni ‘ulama confessed that the imam of Shi‘a became

absent. This study intends to analyze and criticize Shi‘a's claims regarding this issue.

The word Ahl al-Sunnah, which was used as the word of Islam and the opposite of Bid‘at in the
1st and 2nd centuries of the Islamic calendar, was understood as the way of the Prophet Muhammad
and his companions. On the other hand, the Twelve Imam Shi‘as, which took shape in the 4th and
5th centuries of Hidjri, emerged in various stages. While the first use of the term Shi‘a meant giving
priority to ‘Ali for the caliphate position and supporting him in wars, the terms did not stand for

deciding on the imamate based nass.

One of the most important differences between Ahl al-Sunnah and Imami Shi‘a is seen on the
concept of Imamate. While Ahl al-Sunnah sees Imamate a practice that the ummah should fulfill,
Shi‘a considers it wagilib on Allah. Thus, while this issue is regarded as a one of nonessentials in
religion by the Ahl al-Sunnah, Shi‘a put this issue at the center of their belief system. Shi‘a, who
upgraded the Imamate issue with the belief that their twelfth imam, Muhammad ibn Hasan was

Mahdi, believed that all of their imams were chosen by Allah and considered their imams innocent.

The Mahdi belief, which is mentioned in Ahl al-Sunnah sources and which is stated to appear in
the end-times, has no connection with the belief of the Shi‘a. For, it is claimed that this person,
whom Shi‘a puts at the center of the belief system, was born and went into occultation. According to
the Mahdi understanding as believed by the Ahl al-Sunnah, this person has not been born yet, but
will only appear in the end-times. The only similarity between Shi‘a and Ahl al-Sunnah regarding

the aforementioned person is that the Mahdi will be a descendant of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).

Narrations regarding the expected mahdi, which have an important place in the Ahl al-Sunnah,

were exploited by the Shi‘a and used to prove the truthfulness of their belief systems. Although Ahl
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al-Sunnah scholars do not consider mahdi narrations as Shi‘a understands, Shi‘a claimed that some
Ahl as-Sunnah scholars admit that the twelfth imam was born and even went into occultation. These
claims are undoubtedly the result of an action to prove the claim that the Ahl al-Sunnah confirms
the belief of Shi‘a. This study examined those claims of Shi‘a by referring to the books of scholars
who are alleged to be Ahl al-Sunnah and their translations, and as a result, the claim of Shi‘a were
classified into a few groups: Thus, these people who seem to confirm Shi‘a claims are either
historians who cited the life stories of people (wWho were either their contemporaries or who lived in
the preceding periods) or the news that gained popularity in the society, or these scholars who are
alleged to be Sunni are in fact Shi‘a scholars whom many Shi‘a scholars mention in their books and
praise. It is seen that these Sunni scholars mention in their books that the twelfth imam was born
and went into occultation; however, they attribute these views to Shi‘a. It is seen that these words
were just cited; not accepted to be true. Shi‘a scholars also seem to cite the views of some Sunni

scholars which are in accord with the Shi‘a belief systems.

These scholars, alleged to be Ahl al-Sunnah, who cited the issue of the birth and disappearance of
the twelfth imam in accord with the creed of the Shi‘a, were actually the people who had been
influenced by the Shi‘a scholars, society or culture. Another important issue understood as a result
of this investigation is that in some books written by Sunni scholars which handle the mentioned
issue in accord with the opinion of Shi‘a, Shi‘a ideas were later added to those books. The source of
most of the narrations mentioned by the scholars who are claimed to be Sunni in their books in
accord with the view of Shi‘a, again refers to Imami sources. Some of those scholars who cited Shi‘a
narrations in their books were labeled as mutashayya’ or rafidi or they were not considered talented
in the science of hadith. In addition, those scholars were criticized for collecting lies and false

narrations.

When Shi‘a was talking about the scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah, it is seen that Shi‘a scholars
mentioned Ahl al-Sunnah scholars by emphasizing their fikh identity. Shi‘a scholars described Ahl
al-Sunnah scholars by their sect as Hanafi, Shafi‘, and Maliki. This is because Shi‘a, scholar tried to
reveal that even a Sunni scholar from Hanafi or Shafi® sect accepts the Imamate and Ghaybah belief.
However, it is certain that this effort reveals a contradiction in itself. Because, following Imam Aba
Hanifa or Imam Shafi in mu‘amalat, and not obeying the imams who are regarded as innocent is a
much bigger problem in terms of belief system. In this case, people who are not considered innocent
are preferred over imams who are considered innocent. Thus, it is understood that there is a
problem in the belief system of these people who are introduced as Sunni or that there are problems

in the content of these words attributed to them.

Keywords: Narrative, Ahl al-Sunnah, Shi‘a, al-Mahdi, al-Ghayba.




GENISLETILMi$ OZET
ImAmiyye Sia’simun, Ehl-i Siinnetin 12. Imam’in Gaybetini Kabul Ettigi iddiasinin Tenkidi

Elestirel Bir Hadis Caligmasi

Hz. Peygamber (s.a.v.)'in vefatindan sonra ortaya ¢ikan mezhebi ve siyast olaylar Miisliimanlar
arasinda baz firkalarin ¢ikmasina sebep olmustur. Bu firkalarin en onemlisi, giiniimiizde fran
devletinin resmi mezhebi olan, isnaseriyye olarak séhret bulmus On iki imam $ia’sidir. Mezhebin
inang sistemi on ikinci imam Muhammed b. Hasan’in hicri 329’da gaybete girdigi ve ahir zamanda
ortaya ¢ikarak diinyaya adalet ve selamet getirece§i iizerine kuruludur. Inang sistemlerinin
dogrulugunu ispatlamak icin muhalif olarak gordiikleri Ehl-i Stinnet mezhebinden bu konuda delil
getirmekte ve Stinni ulemanin kendi imamlarimin gaybete girdigini itiraf ettiklerini

soylemektedirler. Bu makale $1a’nin bu konudaki iddialarini tahlil ve tenkit niyeti tasimaktadir.

Hicrf 1. ve 2. asirda islam kelimesinin miiradifi ve bid'at kelimesinin zitti olarak kullanilan Ehl-
i Stinnet kavrami Hz. Peygamber’in (s.a.v.) ve ashabimin yolu olarak anlagilmistir. Buna mukabil hicri
4. ve 5. asirda sekillenen On fki imam $ia’s1 ise muhtelif merhalelerden gecerek ortaya ¢ikmustir. Sia
kelimesinin ilk kullanimi Hz. Ali’yi hilafette takdim ve onu savaslarda destekleme manalarina

gelirken, bu kavramda nasla imamet tayini gibi anlamlar telakki edilmemistir.

Ehl-i Siinnet ile imAmiyye Sia’s1 arasindaki en énemli farklardan biri imdmet kavraminda
goriilmektedir. Ehl-i Siinnet imameti {immetin yerine getirmesi gereken bir uygulama olarak
goriirken $ia, bunu Allah iizerine vacip kilarak Allah’in nasla tayin ettigine inanmistir. Boylece bu
mesele Ehl-i Siinnet'te inang meselesi olmaktan uzak, dinin furuatindan sayilirken; Sia'da bu konu
inang sistemlerinin merkezine tasimistir. imdmet meselesini on ikinci imamlarinin Mehdi olduguyla
taglandiran Sia, biitiin imamlarini masum addederek Allah tarafindan segildigine inanmis boylece
akide ve usulleri bu iddia etrafinda sekillenmistir. Ehl-i Siinnet kaynaklarinda zikri gecen ve
muteber kaynaklardan aktarilan ahir zamanda zuhur edecegi buyrulan mehdi inancinin aslen
Sia’nin inanciyla bir baglantisi bulunmamaktadir. Zira $ia'nin, inang sisteminin merkezine koydugu
bu sahis Sia'ya gore, dogmus ve gaybete girmistir; ancak Ehl-i Stinnet’in inandigi Mehdi heniiz
dogmamustir. Bununla birlikte bu kisinin ahir zamanda ortaya ¢ikacagina inamilmaktadir. Mezk{r
sahis konusunda $ia ile Ehl-i Stinnet arasindaki tek benzerlik Mehdi’nin Hz. Peygamber’in (s.a.v.)

soyundan olacag1 yoniindedir.

Ehl-i Siinnet’'te de Onemli bir yeri olan ahir zamanda beklenen mehdi rivayetleri $ia
tarafindan istismar edilerek kendi inang sistemlerinin dogrulunu ispat etmek igin kullamlmstir.
Ehl-i Siinnet alimlerinin mehdi rivayetlerini $ia'nin iddia ettigi gibi anlamamasina ragmen $ia, bazi

Ehl-i Siinnet dlimlerinin on ikinci imamin dogdugunu hatta gaybete girdigini itiraf ettiklerini
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soylemektedir. Bu minvaldeki s6zler kuskusuz Ehl-i Siinnet’in de $ia itikadini dogruladig: iddiasinin
ispat1 yoniinde bir ameliyenin sonucudur. Bu ¢alisma Sia’nin bu iddialarini ele alarak Ehl-i Siinnet
olduklar1 iddia edilen alimlerin kitaplarina, bu alimlerin terciimelerine dénerek incelemis ve bunun
neticesinde $ta’min bu iddiasini birkag sinifa ayirmistir: Buna gore bu kisiler ya kendi zamanlarinda
yasamis veya kendilerine hayat hikiyeleri ulastirilmis meshur sahislari kitaplarinda anlatan veya
toplum iginde s6hret bulan haberleri aktaran tarihgiler ya da Siinnf olduklar: iddia edilen bu alimler
birgok Sii alimin kitaplarinda zikrettikleri ve onlar hakkinda Gvgiiyle bahsettikleri Sii alimlerdir.
Makalede ele alinan Siinni alimlerin kitaplarinda on ikinci imamin dogdugunu ve gaybete girdigini
zikrettikleri ve bununla birlikte bu goriisleri Sia’ya nispet ettikleri de goriilmektedir. Bu sozleri,
mezkir goriisleri kabul cihetinden olmay1p nakil yoniinden oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Sif limlerinin
mezk{r Stinni dlimlerin goriislerini bazi noktalarda keserek kendi inang sistemlerine uygun olacak

sekilde aktardiklari gortilmektedir.

On ikinci imamin dogumu ve gaybeti meselesini $ia'nin akidesine uygun sekilde aktaran ve
Stinnt oldugu iddia edilen bu alimler incelemeler sonucunda aslinda $it hocalardan, toplumdan ya da
kiiltiirden etkilenmis miiteseyyi‘ kisilerdir. incelemeler sonucunda anlasilan diger bir nemli konu
da mezkiir meseleyi Sia’nin goriisiine uygun sekilde kitaplarinda zikreden Sia'nin inang sistemine
istidlal sadedindeki bu tarz ciimlelerin bazi Siinni alimlerin kitaplarina daha sonradan ilave edildigi

goriilmektedir.

Stinn? olduklar: iddia edilen sahislarin $ia’nin goriistine uygun olarak kitaplarinda zikrettikleri
riviyetlerin ¢ogunun kaynagi yine imami kaynaklara dénmektedir. Bu rivayetleri kitaplarinda
aktaran sahislar hakkinda ya miiteseyyi‘ ya rafizl oldugu ya da hadis ilminde mahir olmadig: gibi
tamimlamalar yapilmistir. Bunun yaninda bu kisiler tenkit edilmis, yalan ve batil rivayetler

topladiklart hususunda elestirilmislerdir.

Sia’nin, Ehl-i Siinnet alimlerinden bahsederken onlarin fikhi kimliklerini de 6ne c¢ikararak
zikrettikleri gortilmektedir. Bir¢ok Stinni dlimin isimlerinin sonunda Hanefi, Safi', Maliki gibi hangi
mezhebe mensup olduklarini Sia tarafinda 6zellikle belirtildikleri goriilmektedir. Bunun sebebi yine
konu biitiinliigii cercevesinde anlasilacagi tizere Hanefl, Safi olan bir Siinni alimin, Imimet ve
Gaybet akidesini kabul ettigini gosterme ¢abasindan baska bir sey olmadig1 anlasilmaktadir. Lakin bu
cabanin kendi iginde ayr bir ¢eliski bulundurdugu da muhakkaktir. Zira Hanefi olup imam Eb{
Hanife'yi ya da Safi olup imam Safi’'yi muimelatta taklit ederken masum addedilen imamlara
uyulmamasi inang sistemi yoniinden c¢ok daha biiytk bir problemdir. Bu durumda masum
addedilmeyen kisiler, masum addedilen imamlara tercih edilmis olmaktadir. Boylece ya bu Siinni
diye lanse edilen sahislarin inang sisteminde bir problem oldugu anlasilmis olmakta ya da onlara

isnad edilen bu s6zlerin mahiyetinde sorunlar oldugu agik¢a anlagilmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Rivayet, Ehl-i Siinnet, Sia, Mehdi, Gaybet.
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This article is extracted from my doctorate dissertation entitled “Narrations on the Existence and Occultation of the
Twelfth Imam in the Imamiyyah Shi‘ah: A Comperative Analyse of the Imamiyyah and Ahl al-Sunnah”, supervised by
Prof. Dr. Mohamed Abul Lais Al-Khair Abadi (Ph.D. Dissertation, International Islamic University Malaysia,
Malaysia/Kuala Lumpur, 2019).
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