











72 MACHTELD MELLINK

through long slightly curving tubes which risc from the central rim
of the jar. None of the Mesopotamian Early Dynastic jars have spouts
shown on the shoulder as guides for the tubes, but in another respect
they confirm the quadruple arrangement of the Karatag jar. On the
scals the artist necessarily restricts the number of symposiasts to
two, antithctically rcndered, but the jar usually contains more tubes
(one, two, sometimes as many as three cxtras are shown).

The geographic distribution of the Early Dynastic drinking habit
and its iconographic record can be traced from Ur in the South to the
Northern sites of Mari® and Assur?. In Mari we are at the border
station from where trade and technological contacts branched out
towards Syria and Anatolia. Decrivative seals of slightly later date
come from the Amugq® and from Kiiltepe ®. Through the new excava-
tions of the Turkish Historical Society at Kiiltepe it has become clear
that drinking scenes arc part of the Anatolian group of cylinder
scals found in level II of the Karum. The subject has changed from
that of a symposium to that of individual enjoyment by a single
deity who imbibes the liquid through a drinking tubc?®. The details
of the jars are now very carefully rendered : the jar stands on a sup-
port, it has loop handles on the shoulder (two are shown, four may
have existed), the rim is wide on a flaring neck. This type of vesscl
is typical of Karum level II, as Nimet Ozgii¢ has pointed out. Al-
though various deities are the solitary imbibers in worship scenes,
each jar may contain as many as four drinking rceds. A composition
with two figures occurs on a Karum Ib cylinder seal impression of
Syrian style’. The evidence from Kiiltepe shows that the custom
of drinking a liquid through tubes from a large vesscl was known
and current in central Anatolia in the beginning of the sccond millen-
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