





























10 SUAT SINANOGLU

its function of dominating activity which gives meaning and orientation to
the life of man, has lost its character of a main occupation for man.

This is, in my opinion, onc of the most important effects of industrial
society on human life. As work was enjoyment, purpose in life,source of morality,
we may venture to say that the need for acting and creating must be transfer-
red from the field of “negotium” to that of “otium”. “Otium” has, then, to be
endowed with a new content and a new aim. We must remember that techno-
logy and industrialisation allow a considerable saving of time. Developed
countries have already reduced the working week to five days and will reduce
it still further. In future, man will have more time for free creation and activity.

Modern Man lives in a totally artificial environment where there is no
horizon and no landscape, nor even natural light and natural air. For he lives
surrounded by the irsipid forest of reinforced concrete, and he works in modern,
blind caves breathing the filtered air which is let in and by the light of fluores-
cent Jamps. Man is alienated not only from his work, but also from nature.
Natural phenomena do not exert any influence on his life; he does not live at
the rhythm of nature, but at that of the machinery to which he has given
movement. Under such conditions man cannot feel cosmogonic feelings and
ask himself what the mystery and purpose of life is. The result is increasing
impoverishment of his inner world.

His thirst for knowledge is exploited by an avalanche of information,
propaganda and advertising. World events ar¢ presented to him in such an
artistic way and by such advanced technology that people confuse more and

more the concept of information and that of a rooted general culture.

The impoverishment of the inner world of man is the cause and, at the
same time, the effect of the slackening of family bonds and of the weakening,
among other things, of the sense of human solidarity.

The sclf-sufficiency which begins before a young man or girl has completed
his or her studics, the parents’ desire to live their own life until their old age
(while once 1o a certain age they felt that they had to devote themselves to
their children), the independence acquired in early youth; the cconomic suf-
ficiency as a result of which the most humble empleyee does not depend on
the generosity of his employer, have overthrown the affective life of the in-
dividual (remember Aristotle’s fine analysis of the relations between hene-
factor and beneficiary).

Mau lives in groups (when working, when amusing himself, when at home)
but he feels and is isolated. 1t has been a hasty and fallacious conclusion to






























