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Jonathan Even-Zohar (1982), tarih, kilturel
miras, sivil toplum ve demokrasi alaninda
calisan bir tarihgidir. Lisanslsti egitimini
Leiden  Universitesi’nde  tamamlamustir.
EUROCLIO - Avrupa Tarih Egitimcileri
Dernegi’'nde Direkt6r olarak gorev yapmistir.
Bu slirecte Avrupa Birligi tarafindan finanse
edilen ¢ok sayida kitalararasi ylksek kaliteli
isbirligi projelerini yliritmis ve bu projelerde
tarih egitimcisi olarak gorev almistir.
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1. Leiden Universitesi'nde Tarih egitimi almigsiniz. Profesyonel kariyerinizle ilgili
sorulardan 6nce, okuyucularimiz icin kisaca kendinizden bahsedebilir misiniz?

1982'de Tel Aviv'de Hollandali bir annenin ve Yahudi (ama dindar olmayan) bir babanin
oglu olarak diinyaya geldim ve Hollanda'nin Scheveningen sehrinde blyldim. Scheveningen,
biyiik Lahey kentindeki kiiciik bir balikgi kéyudir. ilkokulu, bir Christian Gymnasium'da
okudum. Bu okula gidebilen birka¢ cocuktan sadece biriydim. Bu donemde bilgisayar ve
miuzige merak duydum ve bu alanlarda 6grenmeye calistim.

2. ilk soruyla ilgili olarak, tarih¢i olmaya nasil karar verdiginizi bize anlatmak ister
misiniz? Bununla ilgili faktorler nelerdi?

En basta acikca bir karar verdigimi séyleyemem. Ortaokulda bir dénem tarih
derslerinden iyi notlar almaya basladim. Notlarim genellikle ¢ok kétiydd, bu nedenle tarih
derslerinden iyi notlar alabilmem benim icin olagansti bir durum olarak gorildd. Bu durum,
bu yolda devam etmek icin dogru bir adim olacakti. Simdi geriye donip baktigimda, tarih
0grenme istegimin nedenini kendi kimlik anlayisimla baglantili gériiyorum ki bu baskalari
tarafindan sekillenmemis ve asikar olmayan bir kimlik diye tariflemek mamkiin.

3. Avrupa Tarih Egitimcileri Dernegi'nde (EUROCLIO) yoéneticilik deneyiminiz var.
Ozgegmisinizde belirttiginiz gibi, “Jonathan'in Euroclio'daki Yasami” na merak lensi
ile bakabilir miyiz?

EUROCLIO'da galistigim donemde ¢ok sey 6grendim. Dernek, 1990'h yillarin sonunda
orgliti de kurmus olan Joke van der Leeuw-Roord tarafindan yonetiliyordu. Tutkusu ve
heyecani bulasiciydi ve 6zlinde, tarihin tanitimi fikri her zaman vardi. Ayni zamanda, Avrupa
seviyesinde, Ozellikle de Gliney Dogu Avrupa'da sirecleri, insanlari ve projeleri yonetmeyi de
ogrendim. Ogrendiklerimden biri de kiiciik bir profesyonel temeli olsa bile, bir STK'nin,
misyonu, hiikiimetlerarasi destegi ve Uyelerinin profilleri ile neler basarabildigiydi. Bunu
gorebilmenin ¢cok dnemli oldugunu distniyorum.

4. LinkedIn'deki profilinizde kendinizi Tarih diisiiniirii, Sosyal yenilik¢i ve Topluluk
olusturucu olarak tanimliyorsunuz. Bu iinvanlar ile ne anlatmak istedigini
aciklayabilir misiniz?

LinkedIn (sosyal medya alani olarak) bir tiir kamu 6zgecmisi olarak gorilebilir, bu
ylizden ben hangi meslegi yapmam gerektigini degil, daha cok hangi tiir faaliyetlerin beni
yonlendirdigini anlatmak istedim. Tarihle ilgili olarak insanlarla birlikte diisinmekten keyif
aliyorum, ¢link( tarihin ayni zamanda sosyal gelisimi saglamak ve topluluklari gelistirmek gibi
bir roliiniin de oldugunu distindyorum.
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5. Onceki soru ile baglantih olarak tarihsel diisiinmeyi nasil tanimlarsiniz? Tarihsel
diisiinme sizin icin neden 6nemli ve pratik hayatta bundan nasil faydalanilabilir?

“Benden once birsey oldu” ve “benden 6nce birgok insan yasadi” temel zihniyetinin
benim icin dnemli oldugunu distindyorum ¢linkli bu benim yasama anlam verisime yardimci
oluyor. Ben dindar biri degilim, ama tarihin seyrine teslim oluyorum. Algakgonallilik ve
doganin ihtisami gibi kavramlari bu alandan deneyimleyebiliyorum. Pratik olarak, insanlarin
glnliik yasamlarini bir dereceye kadar tarihsel anlayisla gecirmelerinin iyi bir sey oldugunu
distnlyorum. Siregler degisiyor, sehirler ve imparatorluklar yikselip ve disliyor. Buglnin
insani hem sosyo politigin gliclini hem de buiyiik strecleri etkileyen sinirli kapasiteyi ancak bu
yolla anlayabilir.

6. Birgok toplumda tarih, bazi 6nemli tarih ve olaylarin okullarda ezberlerletilmesi
olarak goriilmektedir. Oysa sizin bu konudaki bakis ag¢iniz farkh. Yanhs
anlamadiysam, siz tarihin evrimselligine inaniyorsunuz. Bu fikir nedir ve tarih nasil
geligir?

Temel olarak evet. Tarih, insanlarin (bireysel ve / veya kolektif) davranislarini
anlamamiza yardimci olan materyallerin veri tabani olarak gérilirse, tipki bu gezegendeki tim
canlilarin zaman icinde evrimlestigi gibi, tarihin de evrim gecirdigi soylenebilir. ihtiyac duyulan
enerji miktarinda kolektif eylemin (ishirliginin) artan karmasikhigina bakan birkag ilging teori
vardir. insanlik tarihinin (degisen) cevre sartlari eksenindeki gelisimi konusunda érnegin Ibn
Khaldun’un Asabiyya c¢alismasinda oldugu gibi insan topluluklari arasindaki micadele
mekanizmalarin olanaklarini daha fazla anlamayi ve bu konuda daha fazla bilgi sahibi
olabilmeyi isterdim.

7. 2013 tarihli konusmalarinizdan birinde, “kiiresel bir gelecegi sekillendirmenin
yolunun kimlik otesi bir tarih egitimiyle miimkiin olacagini” séyliiyorsunuz. Bu
diisiince, miifredatlardaki resmi tarih yapisini nasil asabilir?

Yeryliziindeki her insan, iki bireyin Grinldir. Bu iki insan, homo sapiens'in en basina
varana kadar genetik olarak devam ediyor. Ulus-devletler, diller, dinler ve kiltlrler insa
edilerek ortaya ¢cikmis ve bireyleri kolektif olarak orgitleme kapasiteleri icin kullanilmistir. Bu
perspektifle bakarsak insanlarin tarihteki yerlerini kolaylikla gérebiliriz. Oyleyse, insanlarin,
olaylarin goreceli ve karmasik olabilecegini anlamalarina yardimci olabilecek bilimsel bir
anlayisin antropolojik bir goriis ekseninde konusulmasinin 6nemli oldugunu soyleyebiliriz.
Bunu tarih egitiminde gerceklestirebilmek mimkiin. Kolektif ve cogu zaman ideolojik forma
sahip bellek, benim diislinceme gore, egitimde daha az 6nemli bir yere sahip.
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8. Bilindigi gibi cogu lilkede tarih egitimi ulusal anlatima dayanmaktadir. Bazilar 21.
yiizyilin taleplerine goére programlarini gézden gegirmeye c¢alisiyor. Avrupa
Konseyi'ndeki deneyiminiz sirasinda, “Cesitlilik ve Demokrasi i¢in Egitim” ve 21.
Yuzyil icin Kaliteli Tarih Egitimi gibi projeleri yirittiiniiz. Bu projeler hakkinda bize
kisaca bilgi verir misiniz? Nitelikli tarih egitimi icin kriterler sizce neler?

Proje heniiz sonuglandiriimadi ancak konunun esas olarak, Avrupa Konseyi Uye
Devletleri'nin egitim mifredatlarinda yer alan yeterlilik ve STEM odaginda oldugunu
sOyleyebilirim. Bu projeler, tarih derslerinin bu odak igindeki essiz yerini anlatabilmeyi
hedefliyordu. Ve bu galigmalar ayni zamanda farkli toplumlari bir arada barisgi bir sekilde
yeniden nasll insa edebiliriz sorusuna cevap ariyor. Esasinda bu durum, Avrupa’da so donemde
ylkseliste olan milliyetgilik ve partilararasi kutuplasma egiliminde olan Avrupa Birligi ve Diinya
ikilemi ile dogrudan baglantilidir. Kaliteli tarih egitimi konusuna gelince bu konuda kesin
kriterlerin 2018'de yayinlanmasi bekleniyor. Ancak genel cerceve icin EUROCLIO Manifestosu
ve Avrupa Konseyi'nin dnceki tavsiyelerinde halihazirda mevcut olan temel prensipler referans
alinabilir.

9. Bir 6nceki soru ile ilgili olarak, Avrupa'da milliyetgilik ve irkgilik yiikselisine ragmen
boéyle bir egitimin miimkiin oldugunu diisliniilyor musunuz?

Boyle bir egitim bir realite. Kaliteli tarih egitiminin gerceklesmesinde hiikiimetlerarasi
projelerin roll var. Bu konudaki ilging calismalara 6rnegin sadece kag tane Erasmus + projesi
olduguna bakmaniz yeterli olacaktir. Béylece sorunun sadece politik oldugunu gorebilirsiniz.
Ancak Milliyetgilik ve irkgilikla miicadelenin 6lglilmesi zordur, ¢linkii medyadaki kutuplastirici
basliklar glindemi suirekli sicak tutmaktadir.

10. Euroclio’nun Tiirkiye ile birlikte yiirittiigii projelerden bildiginiz lizere, Tiirkiye’de
ulusal tarih mifredati takip edilmektedir. Bu miifredatin uluslararasi seviyeye
yiikseltilebilmesi konusunda ne tiir programlar onerirsiniz?

Kaliteli tarih egitimi icin 6gretmenlere 6zgir alanlar acilmasi gerektigini diistiniyorum.
Bu, merkezi sinavlarin agirligini azaltmak ve daha fazla mifredat gereksinimini ortadan
kaldirmak ve ayni zamanda hizmet ici 6gretmen egitimine daha fazla yatirrm yapilmasi
anlamina geliyor. Bu calismalar uzun vadeli bir slrec gerektirir ve sadece tim paydaslar ile
yapilabilir. Tarihin ulusal diizeyin 6tesine tasinmasi acisindan, 6zellikle sinir bélgelerinde, sinir
Otesi tarihine bakmanin, ayni zamanda kiiresel tarihin perspektifi olarak yerel tarihler ile daha
fazla calismanin 6nemli oldugunu distiniyorum.

11. Bir tarih¢i olmasaydiniz, hangi alanda ilerlemek isterdiniz?

Bir donem endustriyel tasarim alaninda calismak istedim, bu merak beni yaratici yazi
yazma konusuna yoneltti. Yaratici yazinin, tarihginin en 6énemli araglarindan biri oldugunu
dustintiyorum. ilgi cekici ve yaratici bir hikaye anlatmak dinleyiciyi hayal giiciiniin icine ¢eker.
Bu tarihsel empatiye gegmeye de yardimci olur.
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12. Bu arada tarih alaninda egitim goren 6grenciler igin varsa tavsiyeleriniz 6grenebilir
miyiz?

Diger alanlardakine benzer sekilde tarih alaninda da ¢ok merakl ve genis bir bakis
acisina sahip olmaya calisin. Bu konuda H-agini*érnek vermek isterim. H-Net, bircok farkli tarih
arastirma alanindan tarihgilerin tartismalara dahil oldugu bir platformdur. Farkh alanlarda
neler olup bittigini 6§renmek igin harika bir yoldur. Tarih alaninda galisan herkesi bu kaynaga
g6z atmasini tavsiye ederim ve buradaki farkl sesleri duymalarini 6neririm.

13. Son olarak, disiplinin gelecegi, hakkindaki fikirlerinizi sormak istiyorum.

Gelecekte tarihcilerin tarihi anlamak icin hangi verileri okumalari gerekecegi (veya
herhangi bir seyi) konusunu merak ediyorum. Algoritmalar, blyik veri, gelecegin arsivleri.
Tarihgiler bu becerileri 6greniyor mu?

14. Buyuk veri hakkinda tarihgilerin yetenekleri ile ne demek istediniz?

Bilginin son 10-15 yilda nasil Uretildigi ve diinyadaki daha fazla kararin algoritmalara
gore naslil alindig, gelecegin tarihgilerinin artik arsivlerde galis(a)mayacagi anlamina gelir,
ancak dahasi Buylk Veri olarak da adlandirilan muazzam miktarda veriyi okuma konusunda
uzmanlagsmak gerekiyor.

Sevgili Jonathan Even Zohar, zamaniniz ve degerli paylasimlariniz i¢in tesekkiir ederim.

Rica ederim! Katki saglamasini umarim.

1 https://www.h-net.org/
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An Interview with Jonathan Even-Zohar

Jonathan Even-Zohar (1982) is a trained historian (MA
Leiden University) with a broad view on history and
heritage education and the ways in which civil society
and political actors (ab)use the past for promoting both
democratic and non-democratic values. As former
Executive Director of EUROCLIO — European Association
of History Educators he has been able to work with
thousands of history educators across the continent
and beyond to initiate, lead and deliver high quality
collaboration projects, funded by the European Union,
as well as through private foundations.

1. You are a trained historian, having MA from Leiden University. Before talking about
your professional career may we start with your giving us some brief biographical
information?

| was born in Tel Aviv to a Dutch mother and Jewish (but non religious) father in 1982
and grew up in Scheveningen, The Netherlands. Scheveningen is a small fisherman’s village
which has been eaten by the big city of The Hague. From my public primary school, | was only
one of a few kids who was able to attend a Christian Gymnasium. | spent too much teenage
time learning to work with PCs, but also develop a taste for heavy and soulful music.

2. Related to the first question, would you like to tell us about how you decided to be
a historian? What were the factors involved in that?

| did not really make a clear decision. At some point during secondary school | started
to get good marks for history. Usually | got really bad marks, so this was exceptional. It made
me realise that this might be the right subject to go ahead with. | guess, looking back to it now,
it is also the issue of having a non-straight-forward identity which made me more curious to
learn history.

3. You have an executive experience in EUROCLIO, European Association of History
Educators. As you state in your resume may we look “a Jonathan’s life at Euroclio
through a variey of lenses”?

| have been able to learn a lot by working at EUROCLIO. The secretariat of the
association was lead by Joke van der Leeuw-Roord, who also founded the organisation in the
ealry 1990s. Her passion and drive was infectious, and at the core the idea of promoting
responsible history, was always there. At the same time, | learned how to manage processes,
people and projects on the European level, but in particular in South East Europe. It is
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important to understand that an NGO, even if it has a small professional basis, can achieve a
lot by profiling its mission, intergovernmental support and members.

4. In LinkedIn you are defining yourself as a Historical thinker, a Social innovator and a
Community builder. Could you explain us what you mean by these titles?

LinkedIn is a kind of public CV, so | wanted to profile not ‘which profession do | do’, but
more ‘which kind of activities drive me’. | absolutely enjoy thinking with people about history,
as | also do consider it’s role to provide social development and enhance communities.

5. Related to the previous question how do you define historical thinking? Why is
important for you and how can be benefited in practical life?

| think that the basic mentality of “something happened before me” and “many people
have lived before me” is important to me because it helps to give me meaning. | am not
religious, but can experience humility and surrender to the grandeur of nature, and also the
course of history. Practically, | think it is good for people to go through their everyday life with
some degree of historical understanding - that processes have changed, that cities and
empires have risen and fell - in order to see people today for both the power of agency that
they have, as well as the limited capacity to influence big processes.

6. In many societies history is understood just as memorizing some important dates
and event in the schools whereas your viewpoint is different. If | did not
misunderstand you believe that history is evolving. What is this idea and how history
evolves?

Basically yes, it seems to me obvious that history, seen as the database of materials
which help us understand people’s (individual and/or collective) behaviour, is evolving, just as
all living matter on this planet has been evolving over time. There are several interesting
theories which look at the increasing complexity of collective action (cooperation) in the
amount of energy which is needed. | have been always very curious to learn and understand
more about the place of the (changing) environment in human history, as well as the
possibilities of mechanisms in the hisotry of struggles between human populations, such as
the concept of Asabiyya in the work of Ibn Khaldoun.

7. One of your speeches dated 2013 you are saying that “shaping a global future is
possible by teaching history beyond identity”. How does this idea cover identities
despite the formal histories, | mean national ideologies? Could you clarify this idea
with the examples?

Every person on earth is the product of two parents. Those two parents come from
their parents, and so on until we go back to the beginning of homo sapiens. Nation-states,
languages, religions and cultures have all come around and been used for their capacities to
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organise individuals into collectives. This is not to judge them as wrong or whatever, but it’s
the only way in which | can see their historical place. It is then very important scientifically
speaking to ensure that history teaching helps people understand relativaty and complexity,
to take a more anthropological view on history. Memory, in its collective, and often
ideologised form, in my opinion has a less important place in education.

8. As it is well known history education in most countries does base on national
narration. A few is trying to revise their programs according to the demands of 21st
century. During your experience in Council of Europe, you have consulted the
projects namely “Education for Diversity and Democracy” and Quality History
Education for the 21st Century”. Could you give us a brief information about these
projects? What are the criteria for qualified history education?

The project is not yet finalised, but essentially it was aiming to work with all
governments of Council of Europe Member States to find out that in the changing educational
landscape of competences and STEM, what is the unique contribution of history? And form
that big question find out how this subject could help to build peaceful inclusive diverse
societies. This is connected to the rise of anti-diversity political parties across Europe (and the
world) which is increasingly problematic. The exact criteria will be published later in 2018, but
it is important to acknowledge that they build on several core principles which are already
present in the EUROCLIO Manifesto and earlier Council of Europe recommendations.

9. Related to the previous one do you think that such an education constructed in
Europe is possible while it has still been struggling with the nationalism and racism?

Such education is a reality. Just see how many interesting Erasmus+ projects are being
done. The problem is political, and this is the role of such Intergovernmental projects. The
struggle with nationalism and racism is difficult to measure, because it is also an increasing
awareness as well as polarisation in media.

10. As you know from the projects by Euroclio Turkey is one of the countries following
national history curricula. Do you have a suggestion for such programs for upgrading
to international level.

| think it is most interesting to open space for educators and schools to have more
freedom to pursue their professional interest, which is teaching history. It means reducing the
heaviness of central exams, and removing more curriculum requirements, as well as investing
more in initial and in-service teacher training. It is a long term process and can only be done
with all stakeholders on board. In terms of moving history beyond the national level, | think it
is importa to look at cross-border history, in particular in borderlands, but also in working
more with glocal history (local histories as perspective on global history).
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11. | was just wondering if you had not been a historian, what you would have liked to
have studied instead.

| wanted at one point in time to study industrial design, but right now | think | would
have liked to study creative writing. - Creative writing is important because one of the most
important instruments of the historian. To tell an engaging and imaginative story helps draw
the listener into their imagination. This helps to move into historical empathy.

12. Meanwhile may | have your advices for the history major students?

Be very curious and keep a broad view on the many disciplinary niches that history has
to offer, like on H-net. H.Net is a platform where many different history research fields engage
in discussions and debate. It is a great way to find out what is happening in different areas,
and | recommend every historian to browse this source and look for interesting things.

13. Finally | would like to ask about any thoughts on the future of the discipline, indeed
of the profession.

| am very curious if the historians of the futurew understand enough (or anything)
about how they will need to read data to understand the present. Algorithms, big data, the
archives of the future. Do historians learn those skills as well?

14. Can you clarify what you mean by historians' skills about big data?

The way in which information has been produced in the last 10-15 years, and how
more and more decisions in the world are taken on the basis of algorithms, means that
historians of the future will no longer be working in archives, but moreover will need to
specialise in reading massive amounts of data, also called Big Data.

Dear Jonathan Even Zohar, thank you for your time and sharings..

You are welcome! hope it is OK

Turkish History Education Journal, Fall 2020, 9(2), ss. 638-646 646



http://h.net/

