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Abstract

This article aims at making a comparative study between the
thought of Ziya Gokalp, the famous representative of Turkish
nationalism, and the thought of Sati" al-Husri, the Ottoman
intellectual who has been considered as the spritual father of Arab
nationalism.  The article sheds light on the philosophical
background of the two thinkers by focusing on the relations
between nationalism, language, religion, culture, history,
civilization, and regionalism in their thought. Both thinkers’ ideas
will be then examined within the context of the Western and
Eastern philosophical sources that shaped their nationalist thought.
This article seeks also, through an analytical method, to highlight
some of the contradictions contained in their intellectual views. It
relied, especially with regard to the nationalism issue, on the main
works of these thinkers, so the study aims to make a significant
contribution that would enrich the Arab and Turkish literature with
some unprecedented opinions and intellectual views of both of
Sati* al-HusrT and Ziya Gokalp on the question of nationalism.

Keywords: Sati' al-Husri, al-Husri, Ziya Gokalp, Turkish
Nationalism, Arab Nationalism, Turkism, Arabism
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Extended Abstract

The last century has witnessed the rise of nationalism, one of the most important
ideologies that affected the destiny of humanity and shaped its contemporary history. The
nationalist thought has been, indeed, the main factor behind the emergence of many countries
and nations and the demise of others. Although the European origins of this idea, its influence
did not remain within the European borders, it has rather went overseas to embrace other
nations and spill over into near and far geographies, playing a fundamental role in making
their history. Arabs and Turks have been among the nations that embraced the nationalist
thought and remained subject to its influence. Despite the realistic impact of nationalism, its
theoretical background has been enriched with a solid and thoughtful conceptual and
philosophical framework which would affect directly its practice.

In the Arab world, Sati’ al-HusrT had been one of the leading figures who adopted the
nationalist ideology. He played a pivotal role in establishing the theoretical and philosophical
framework of Arab nationalism and determining its future. On the other hand, in Turkey,
Ziya Gokalp has been considered as the founding father of the Turkish nationalist movement.
Although the two thinkers had been sharing the same environment of upbringing, education,
and even the language of thinking, these factors did not prevent them from building two
different paths regarding the issue of nationalism. While Sati" al-HusrT chose to defend Arab
nationalism, Ziya Gokalp wanted to stand up for Turkish nationalism and defend it within an
environment that remain conservative, traditional, and closely subject to the influence of
religious authority.

This study aims at making a comparison between the thought of Sati’ al-Husr, the
representative of Arab nationalism, and Ziya Gokalp, the representative of Turkish
nationalism. It seeks to derive separately the concept of nationalism and its foundations in
both thinkers’ thought, the philosophical schools on which their thought had been built and
figure out the points of intersection and divergence.

The study will also shed light on the reasons behind their transition from adopting the
point of view of the French school concerning the issue of nationalism during the late
Ottoman Empire, into adopting the point of view of the German school, during in the early
Turkish Republic.

Although both thinkers had been famous as leading theoreticians in their environment,
their reputation abroad has been almost unknown. Because of that, there were very rare
studies made on Gokalp in the Arab world, which is the case for Sati* al-Husr1 as well in the
Turkish world. Hence, Turkish and Arabic nationalism literature did not contain, in fact, any
comparative study between the thought of the thinkers.

The importance of this study lies in the fact that it brings together two contemporary
personalities, who had faced each other on several occasions, in which they debated the semi-
secular Ottomanist idea and the dialectical relationship about the primacy of individual and
society. Whereas el-Husri, influenced by Spencer, defended the individualism and individual
freedom, Gokalp defended, under the influence of Durkheim, the society and the group.
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To achieve the objectives of the study, it was necessary to use a compound methodology.
The study has then applied an analytical method to derive the main concepts and foundations
on which both thinkers had relied. This is in addition to the historical method utilized to track
the intellectual phases that both thinkers went through. Also, the study used the comparative
method, which represents the essence of this study, to shed light on the points of similarity
and difference. Finally, the study relied on the critical approach that would allow us to
discover the strengths and weaknesses, harmony, and incoherence of both thinkers.

This study concluded that both thinkers were influenced, at the beginning of their
intellectual life during the late Ottoman Empire, by the theory of "Le désir de vivre
ensemble", which theorized by Renan. Also, both thinkers were influenced, during the early
Turkish Republic, by the German school theory of nationalism based on language and
culture, which theorized by Herder and Fichte. While we find that the nationalist discourse
of el-Husri reduced to the language-the history, Gokalp's nationalist discourse, on the other
side, reduced to the culture- the language, in addition to the history which had been a
relatively secondary element for them. Also, this study concluded that Sati* al-HusrT had
more excluded the element of religion from his nationalism. On the contrary, we find that
Gokap had included the religion among the unifying elements of Turkish nationalism.

This study concluded also that Turkish nationalism was more romantic than Arab
nationalism, as Gokalp took it back to its pre-Islamic roots, trying to find a basis for it in that
era to interpret Islam in a way that serves this idea. According to Gokalp, theology and
Islamic jurisprudence represent an extension of Toyonism, while Sufism, Shi’ism, and the
Alawism are an extension of Shamanism. El-Husri, on the other hand, avoided descending
into pre-Islamic times, because he was aware of the problems that might result from this
attempt.

Turkish nationalism has taken a different path from that of Arab nationalism. Whereas
the modern Turkish republic adopted the Turkish nationalist idea and used it in its struggle
with the left, we found that Arab nationalist idea intertwined with the left, built on it, the
socialist idea became then its social, political and economic subject and its means of struggle
with the right, which represents, according to the Arab nationalist discourse, the interests of
the imperialist West.
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