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A Proposed Vision for designing the Phonetic System in the Curricula of Arabic
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Abstract
This research focuses on the phonemic content in programs for teaching Arabic to non-native speakers; and it presents
a general concept which the courses for teaching Arabic as a second or forgien language in the early stages of language
teaching. In fact, Arabic lacks the frameworks or documents that regulate this level in the language teaching and
preparation process, which is not clear and organized. Therefore, this research comes as a reference for those in charge
of designing and preparing phonemic courses.

The research first outlines the importance of teaching sounds in language teaching programs, their position and stage of
teaching, and the reasons for presenting them in the early stages of language teaching. and then presents some of the
necessary terms related to this aspect. The research also highlights the phonemic components on which the phonemic
course should be based, and it presents an overview of the different phonemic features such as segmental phonemes
-which are divided into two parts: silent and vowel phonemes- as well as suprasegmental phonemes of Alshaddah,
Tanween, stress, intonation, and other phonemic features which the course will be based on.

After outlining the various phonemic components, the research deals with presenting the stages of presenting phonemic
according to the proposed vision, And it underlines the general principles that must be taken into consideration at
each stage of the proposed vision of the phonemic courses when preparing the phonemic content. The research then
addresses several issues related to the phonemic aspect, such as accuracy, fluency, context and approach to include after
that the conclusion, results, and a list of sources and references.
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Arastirma, ana dili Arapga olmayanlara yonelik Arapga 6gretim programlarinda ses sisteminin tasarimi ekseninde
dénmekte ve dil egitiminin ilk asamalarinda ikinci dil olarak Arapga 6gretim materyalleri igin genel bir tasavvur
sumaktadir. Ne yazik ki Arapga, dil 6gretim siirecinde bu seviyeyi sistematik olarak dizenleyen gerceve veya
belgelerden yoksundur ve bu konuyla ilgili sorunun ¢éziimini ele alan bir galisma da bulunmamaktadir. Bu
nedenle, bu aragtirma fenomik materyaller tasarlayanlar icin bir referans konumunda olacaktir.

Arastirma ilk olarak dil egitimi programlarinda ses 6gretiminin 6nemini, konumunu, 6gretim asamasini ve dil
egitiminin ilk asamalarinda onun 6gretilmesini gerektiren nedenleri sunduktan sonra bu hususta bazi gerekli
terimleri incelemektedir. Daha sonra sesle alakali igerikleri, insiiz ve Unli fonemlerden meydana gelen
fonolojik olaylari ve sedde, tenvin, vurgu ve tonlama gibi olaylari el almaktadir.

Arastirma, sesle ilgili igeriklere degindikten sonra énerilen vizyona gore ses sunma agamalarini ve ses igerigini
hazirlarken her asamada dikkate alinmasi gereken genel ilkeleri ele almaktadir. Daha sonra dikkat, akicilik,
baglam ve giris gibi sesle ilgili gesitli konulara gegtikten sonra sonug, kaynak ve referanslar listesini gostererek
son bulmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler
icerik, Sesler, Ses icerikleri, Miifredat, ikinci veya Yabanci Dil

Extended Summary

The phonetic system is one of the linguistic systems, along with the other
morphological, grammatical and semantic systems that integrate with each other
to form the language. None of these systems can be ignored in the development of
language teaching curriculum. However, the establishment of the phonetic system
in the courses of Arabic language teaching to non-native speakers has not yet taken
a clear framework, so most of the Arab textbooks available in the field have not
eliminate the gap in dealing with this system. Such phonetic introduction is necessary,
as language learners must be exposed to it, as recommended by the literature of
the Applied Linguistics field. In other words, Arabic teaching books deal with this
aspect either with uncertainty or almost completely neglect it. Accordingly, this
research provides a vision into preparing the phonemic system for the textbooks
of Arabic language teaching to non-native speakers. Off course, this vision is
suggested in light of previous studies and the Arabic language teaching series.

The research begins with discussing the phonetic system as one of the basic
components of language involved in the process of communication which cannot be
achieved without this system. Then, the research presents the importance of sounds
in the process of language teaching, when it should be provided, and its importance
for other skills formation in later stages. In addition, language teaching literature
emphasizes the learner’s need to be exposed to this stage in order to acquire the
basic skills on which he\she is going to build his subsequent linguistic competences.

Afterwards, the research deals with some of the necessary terms related to this
aspect in order to connect the theoretical with the applied branches of linguistics.
Among these terms, pronunciation, spelling, phoneme, allophone, and letter, as
these terms constitute a strong theoretical basis for the syllabus design of second

148



Alkhalaf / \ s (llll Zu jal) Al aidad alie 8 5 sZall pUH aanad s yia 5

language teaching courses, as they refer to the learner’s first stage of language
formation. This stage answers the questions of: How does the learner spell? Or,
how does he pronounce? The answer to these questions represents a common
factor and a link between the teaching method and the course preparation process
as they are complementary in this aspect, considering the major role the theory of
language teaching plays in curricula development.

The research then addresses the criteria for arranging the of sounds presentation
in the Arabic language teaching curricula, which are five criteria as mentioned in
the research: alphabetical, Arabic script-based, phonetic, drawing-based, and the
difficulty-ease criteria. After that, the research clarifies the extent to which these
criteria are related to the language teaching objectives of this stage. These objectives
constitute three main points: studying and reinforcing the similar sounds between
the target language and the learner’s mother tongue, acquiring new phonetic patterns
while learning the target language, and finally providing a descriptive study of the
sounds characteristics, which comes in the advanced specialized stage.

The research then moves to discuss the components of the phonetic system in
the Arabic language, and divides it into two main parts: segmental as the individual
phonemes and the short and long diacritics, as well as supra-segmental phonemes
of Alshaddah, Tanween, Stress, Intonation, and other features. This distinction is
important for practical application.

The research then presents the proposed practical vision in introducing the
phonetic system as the researcher divides this stage into three sections: sounds
displaying stage, sounds processing stage, and phonetic-problems addressing stage.
Moreover, this research illustrates the specific principles that must be considered
in each stage accompanied by examples, exercises, and some illustrative models.

Subsequently, the research tackles the issue of diacritics, which is very important
as the learner deals with this linguistic component at an early stage of language
learning; therefore, there must be a methodology and scientific foundation to be
adopted at this stage of course development. Therefore, this research proposed a
mechanism for diacritics teaching based on previous studies available in this field
and the researcher’s experience in language courses development.

Finally, the research deals with some issues related to preparing the sound system
because of its importance such as accuracy and fluency. They are also important at
the level of sounds, within the stage and the level; as well as, the speech apparatus,
place of Articulation, and some other factors that contribute to the formation of
this stage, such as context, words and contrastive studies. After that, the research
discusses the findings and the conclusion it has reached. At the end, the list of
references consulted throughout this research is also provided.
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