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PERTEVI ALI EFENDI'S WORK NAMED DUSTURU'L-VUZERA!
PERTEVI ALI EFENDI’NIN DUSTURU’L-VUZERA’SI
Abstract

In order to ensure the continuation of the Turkish states as well as the eastern sta-
tes, statesmen and intellectuals have written works in order to give advice and
help to advise the vizier and other statesmen, first of all, how the state administra-
tion should be. While the ones offered to the rulers in general are called Nasihatii’-
Selatin, Nesayihu'l- Miilk; the works presented to the viziers were named Diistu-
ru'l- Viizera, Nasihatii'l- Viizera, Asafname. In the political statements, the neces-
sity of the monarch and the necessary qualifications for the monarch are dealt with.
Accordingly, the sultan is needed to restore order in society, and he is the caliph of
God on earth. The monarch should choose fair, promising, consultative, religious,
competent and honest people. Then the vizier and other statesmen are addressed
and their characteristics are emphasized. The vizier had to take the necessary pre-
cautions to be smart and successful in his post, so he must manage the state very
well. In the Ottoman State, it started from the end of the 16th century when the de-

terioration in the state administration began, and continued until the 19th century.

1 Cite as/Atif: Atik, K. (2020). Pertevi Ali Efendi's Work Named Diisttru'l-Viizera, Kesit Akademi Dergisi, 6
(24): 23-29. http://dx.doi.org/10.29228/kesit.45874
Checked by plagiarism software. Benzerlik tespit yazilimiyla kontrol edilmistir. CC-BY-NC 4.0


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6312-9130
http://kesitakademi.com/
http://kesitakademi.com/
http://kesitakademi.com/
http://kesitakademi.com/

Pertevi Ali Efendi's Work Named Diistiiru'l-Viizera 24

v

Liitfi Pasha, "Asafname"; Mustafa Ali from Gallipoli, "Copy" -Selatin "; Mr. Kogi,
"Risale-i Kogi Bey"; Deftardar Sar1 Mehmet Pasha, Nesayihu'l-Viizera ve’l-Umera ”;
Some works such as Siileyman Penah Efendi and “Penah Efendi Magazine” are
some of them. In this study, we will try to introduce the work named "Diisturiil-
Viizera" by Pertevi Ali Efendi.

Key Words: Siyasetnameler (Politics), Pertevi Ali Efendi, DiistGru’l- Viizera.

Oz

Tiirk devletleri ve ayn1 zamanda Dogu devletlerinin devamini saglamak maksa-
diyla en iyi devlet idaresinin nasil olmas: gerektigini, 6nce hiikiimdar olmak {izere
vezir ve diger devlet adamlarina 6giit vermek, uyarmak ve yardimci olmak mak-
sadiyla, devlet adamlarn ve fikir adamlar: eserler yazmuslardir. Genel olarak hii-
kiimdarlara sunulanlara Nasihatii’s- Selatin, Nesayihu’l- Miilk denilirken; vezirlere
sunulan eserlere Diisturu’l- Viizera, Nasihatii’l- Viizera, Asafname adlar1 verilmis-
tir. Siyasetnamelerde oncelikle hiikiimdarin gerekliligi ve hiikiimdar igin gerekli
vasiflar ele alinir. Buna gore toplumda diizeni saglamak icin sultana ihtiya¢ vardir
ve o Allah’in yeryii-ziindeki halifesidir. Hiikiimdar, adil, soziinde duran, istisareye
Onem veren, dindar, ehil ve diiriist kisileri se¢gmelidir. Daha sonra vezirlik ve diger
devlet adamlari ele alinir ve onun &zellikleri {izerinde durulur. Vezir akilli ve go-
revinde basarili olmak igin gerekli tedbirleri almis olmali, boylece devleti ¢ok iyi
yonetmelidir. Osmanli Devleti'inde ise devlet idaresindeki bozulmalarin basladig1
16. Yiizyilin sonlarindan itibaren baglamais, 19. Yiizyila kadar devam etmistir. Liitfi
Pasa, “Asafname”; Gelibolu’lu Mustafa Ali, “Niishatii’s-Selatin”; Kogi Bey, "Risa-
le-i Kogi Bey”; Deftardar Sar1 Mehmet Pasa, Nesayihu'l-Viizera ve’l-Umera”; Sii-
leyman Penah Efendi, “Penah Efendi Mecmuasi” gibi eserler bunlardan bazilaridir.
Bizde bu calismada, Pertevi Ali Efend’nin “Distru’l- Viizera” adli eserini tanit-

maya ¢alisacagiz.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Siyasetnameler, Pertevi Ali Efendi, Diist(iru’l- Viizera.

INTRODUCTION

Statesmen and intellectuals have written works in order to advise and help the rulers,
viziers and other statesmen, how the state administration should be in the Eastern states and
the Islamic world, the rules required to ensure the continuity of the state. These works are gene-
rally named as siyasetname. While those presented to the sultans were called "Nasihatii's-
Selatin", the works presented to the viziers were named as "Nasihatii'l-Viizera", Diisturu'l-
Viizera ". Excellent examples of this genre emerged later in the Islamic world. In the Ottoman
Empire, it started from the end of the 16th century when the deterioration in the state administ-
ration began and continued until the 19th century. Liitfi Pasha, (1541) “Asafname”; Mustafa Ali
from Gallipoli, (1581) "Nushatu’s-Selatin" 2 ; Ko¢i Bey, (1631) "Risale-i Ko¢i Bey"; Deftardar Sar1

? Tietze, Andreas (1979-1982). Mustafa Ali’s Counsel for Sultans of 1581, Wien. I-II.
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Mehmet Pasha, (1717) Nesaythu'l-Viizera ve'l-Umera ”; Works such as Siileyman Penah Efendi
(1770) “Penah Efendi Magazine” are some of them (Liitfi Pasa, 1326; Liitfi Pasa, 1982; Tahir,
1330; Levend, 1962: 167; Levend, 1964: 96, Ugur, 1987: 13-14; Koci Beg, 1997; Defterdar Sar1
Mehmet Pasa, 1990; Atik, 2017: 1-6).

We had previously published one of these works, Pertevi Ali Efendi's "Rebiii'l-Miilk ve
Adabii Siiluki'l-Miiluk".3 In this study, we will try to introduce Pertevi Ali Efend's work named

"Diisttru'l- Viizera" .4

Pertevi Ali Efendi was born in the city of Istefe, near Athens, on the Peloponnese penin-
sula. After completing his education, he worked as a mufti in Athens for a while. His work
"Rebiii'l- Miilk", which talks about politics, ethics and education, was written in era of II. Osman
(1617-1622). He organized this work in two parts. In the first chapter, important rules and laws
regarding the education of leading statesmen and the principles to be followed are emphasized.
In the second part, the procedures and behaviors that should be followed by civil servants are
included (Atik, 2017: 10-12).

There are copies of Diistur'l- Viizera in three separate collections: 1.U. Ty. No. 1669,3919;
Siileymaniye Ktp. Assad Ef. No. 2587; Hiisrev Pasha No. 297, 298, 300. The main copy of our
study is Siileymaniye Ktp. Assad Ef. No. It is the copy registered in 2587. In this study, we will

try to introduce the work named "Diisttiru'l- Viizera" with its main lines.

Pertevi Ali Efendi's work named "Diistliru'l- Viizera %" is Ebii'l-Hasan Ali b. Mohammed
b. Habib el-Maverdi's Arabic work named Kavaninii'l-vizare. It is the Turkish translation and
commentary of Habib el-Maverdi's Arabic work named Kavaninii'l-vizare. The author named
his work, which he arranged as twopreface and two chapter, "Diisturu'l-Viizera" because he

explained the procedures, rules and rules that viziers should obey (Pertevi, 2587: Va: 2a).

Bursali Mehmed Tahir states the parts of Diistur'l-Viizera as follows: The first part:
selatin-i izam and havakin-i kiram. (Great sultans and great khans). The second part: the part
vedia-i hallikii'l-beraya is the sipah and the reaya. (Sipahi and reaya, which are entrusted to
God Almighty). Third part: Umera, viizera ve hiikkam-1 vacibii'l-ihtiram (Respect required or-
ders, viziers and judges), (Bursali Mehmed Tahir, 1330: 112). However, as we have stated above,
Pertevi states that in the introduction part of the work, he has arranged his work as two intro-
duction and two chapters (Pertevi, 2587: Va: 2a). As can be seen, the information given by Bur-
salt Mehmed Tahir contradicts the statement of the author. According to the findings we made
in our work, we have observed the classification stated by the author in the work. We saw that

the information given by Bursali Mehmed Tahir is not correct.

The work titled Kavaninii'l-Vizare and Siyayetii'l-Miilk (Edebii'l-vizir), translated by
the author, is both a book, in which the author mentions the definition and types, authorities,

3 Kayhan Atik, Pertevi Ali Efend, “Rebiii'l-Miilk ve Adabii Siiluki’l-Miiluk”- Siyasete Aydinlik Yol- Anka-
ra, 2017.

4 Siileymaniye Yazma Eser Kiitiiphanesi, Esad Efendi Koleksiyon (Demirbas) Numarasi: 02587.

5 Siileymaniye Yazma Eser Kiitiiphanesi, Esad Efendi Koleksiyon (Demirbas) Numarasi: 02587, Va: 1b-
74b, Miistensih: Hafiz ibrahim Edhem, Yazma Istinsah Tarihi: 1247H, Yazi Tiirii: Nesih; Varak numarast:
Va:1b-74b; Miistensih: Hafiz Ibrahim Efendsi; Istinsah tarihi: H 1247.
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duties and responsibilities of the vizier. It is a valuable work that can be applied for in this re-
gard. This work of Maverdi was published by Mektebetii'l-Hanci in Egypt in 1929. Then in 1979
in Beirut, It was verified and re-published by Ramazan e-Seyyid (Kallek, 2003: 180-186; Colak,
2016: 173-214).

As we mentioned before, the author states that he has arranged his work as two preli-
minary and two chapters. In general, the subject headings of the work are arranged as follows.
The first preface: : “Ashab-1 akl-1 habir ve erbab-1 fikr-i miinir”, Companions of the Companions
of Akl-i Habir ve Erbab-1 Fikr-i Miinir, (Intellectual and guiding intellectuals) (Pertevi, 2587, Va:
3a). To the second preface: “Bu kitabin ismi Diistfirii'l-viizera ve miisemmasini miibeyyin leva-
zim-1 mithimme-i viizera olmagla lafz-1 vezaretin istikaki neden olub ve ihtilaf-1 akval {izere
maanisine oldugun beyan ider” "The name of this book is Diistlirii'l-viizera and its musemmasi
is not necessarily a mandatory-1 mithimme-i viizera, and why it is the contract of the vizier in
the name of the olub and the contention-i akval. because of the origin of the word vizier and
different opinions on this subject), (Pertevi, 2587, Va: 11a-11b). First chapter: About Vizaret-i
tafviz (Pertevi, 12a) 1. Part: Ahkam-1 akd ve hall (Pertevi, 12b): 1.-4. Judgment: Tahrir-i umftr-i
tenfiz, tastir-i umir-i difa ', sharait-i ahval-i ikdam, sharait and esbab-1 hazir. Part 2: Merasim-i
taklid and dismissal. 3. Part: Azlin envai, mahalli and mcibi. Second chapter: Vizaret-i tenfiz.
1. Law: Sultan and the people of the country. 2. Law: The qualifications that the vizaret-i enfor-
cement holder should have and what they should do. 3. Law: The holding hand of the vizier
sultan is the eye that sees and the ear that hears. 4. Law: To endure boredom and fatigue for the
comfort of the sultan. [Vizaret-i tafviz and Vizaret-i tenfiz comparison]. [For Vizaret-i tafviz and

Vizaret-i enforcement] Common rights. Uhtid-1 m{ikiza: Warning advice.

The author started the holy part of his work with the basmala as a reflection of the Is-
lamic culture to the literary tradition. Speaking at length about the importance of starting every
work with a ten-couplet poem, he continued with praise to Allah and greetings and greetings to
the Messenger of Allah. After the poem, he explained at length that those who call people to
worship Allah are superior to everyone, and later, while talking about the duties of viziers, he
states that their first duty is to call people to serve Allah and their second duty is to obey the
sultan (Pertevi, 1b-2a). Later, Ebii'l-Hasan Ali b. Mohammed b. He states that Habib el-
Maverdi's work “Kavaninii'l-vizare” was translated from Arabic to Turkish in order to facilitate
the students. The author also mentions his name here (Pertevi, 2a-3b). Literary genres such as
couplets, poems, jokes, kit'a, wit, parable, etc. are used in the work. He also included verses and
hadiths, and supported his ideas with verses and hadiths. He gave the Arabic of the hadith-i
sharifs and explained them later. He also included the words of Hasan-1 Basri, Ibn. Abbas, H.z
Ali, H.z Omer, the prophet Solomon. (er(Pertevi, 2587, Va: 1b-2b, 6a, 8a).

The first prelude: He called the first prelude as, “ Ashab-1 akl-1 habir ve erbab-1 fikr-i

miinir” "Companions of the mind of akl-i habir ve erbab-1 Fikr-i miinir". Babs are also classified
as very detailed parts, chapters and rulings (Pertevi, 3a, 12a, 13a, 12b, 16a). In this section, social
strata such as the author, sultan, vizier, tax-paying Muslims, non-Muslims, emirs, sayyids and

sheriffs are mentioned. In addition, the duties of the viziers were also mentioned.

Adam divided the children into three parts: The first part is always the ruling, com-
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manding, commanding, no matter what. These are great sultans and noble khans. The second
part is the one who is obliged to do something, who obeys orders. Muslims and swordsmen
who do not pay taxes and tributes, that are entrusted to the Ottoman sultan. Also, the taxpayer
of the people are non-Muslims who usually deal with land. The third part is the one who rules,
gives orders. He is obedient to orders even in this way. These are emirs, beys, sayyids, sheriffs,
high ranking officers; viziers; are judges. The chief of these is the vizier-i azam (Pertevi, 2587:
Va: 3a). Viziers know all the secrets of the sultan and their obedience to the sultan is also per-
manent. It is very difficult and heavy for those in this section to perform the service. The vizier
is the person who really has a lot of work, who is cautious in doing all his works, who is most in

need and worthy of managing, executing and saving by thinking about the end.

On two pages, adl and bestowal are emphasized. When the scholars were asked what is
the most important thing for property and sultanate, they answered that it is justice and bes-
towal (doing good, forgiving, treating well). He supported this thesis with the verse. (Pertevi,
2587, Va: 4b). The most important duty of the vizier, namely the real vizier, is to invite the peop-
le to obey the sultan (Pertevi, 2587, Va: 2a).

Va'd and va'id are emphasized (Pertevi, 2587, Va: 6b-7b). In Islamic literature, the word
Va’'d is assigned to "the word of reward given by Allah" and the word va'id to the word of "pu-
nishment given by Allah (ikab)" (Kutlu, 2012: 414-415).

The second introduction: He called the second introduction as, “Bu kitabin ismi
Diisttirii'l-viizera ve miisemmasini miibeyyin levazim-1 miithimme-i viizera olmagla lafz-1 veza-
retin istikaki neden olub ve ihtilaf-1 akval {izere maanisine olduguni beyan ider” ,"The name of
this book is Diistlirii'l-viizera and its musemma is not the mandate of the mubeyy-i mithimme-i
viizera, but the reason for the vizit's vizit is declaration that it is in its meaning for ikhtilaf-1
akval." (Pertevi, 2587, Va: 11a-11b).

In this section, the author examines the infinitives from which the word vizier is deri-
ved one by one and reveals their meanings. From the meanings of these infinitives, the charac-
teristics of the vizier are explained in detail. He states that the ulama about the origin of the
word vizier has different views. The first view means sikal (heavy burden). The vizier is the
person who endures the useful works of the country and the heavy burden of the sultanate. No
matter how hard it is, he always stands up, enduring all these patiently. The second view means
zahr (ridge). Just as the pillar of the body is with the back, it is possible for the vizier to support
the property and the sultanate, to support the sultan and to help the sultan to stand. The third
view means melce (place of refuge). The sultan applies to the opinion of the vizier in every bu-
siness and event that occurs. The vizier is responsible for all politics (administration, order,
domination), government and other affairs, for the beneficial state property and affairs among

the soldiers.

He states that there are two types of viziers, namely vizaret-i tefviz and vizaret-i tenfiz,
and explains them in detail. Vezaret-i tafviz: Tefviz viziers, who had extensive powers and car-
ried out all the affairs of the state on behalf of the caliph, carried the seal of caliphate as the nibs
of the caliph. Vezaret-i tenfiz: Enforcement viziers with more limited powers had a say only in

the fields of duty determined for them; their authority was limited to the executive and they
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would fulfill the orders given by the caliph (Ayaz, 2013: 90-92). First chapter: About Vizaret-i
tafviz (Pertevi, 2587, va: 12a). After explaining the Vezaret-i Tefvizi in detail, Chapter 1: Ahkam-
1 akd ve hall (Pertevi, 2587, va: 12b). It states that there are two conditions in the re-contract

part, namely difa'and ready. Then he states that the hall part has four conditions.

Then he divides it into four provisions and divides it into chapters. First provision: First
chapter: Tahrir-i umfr-i tenfiz, tastir-i umar-i difa ', sharia-i ahval-i ikdam, sharait and esbab-1
hazir. Second provision: First chapter Tastir-i umur-1 difa '(Pertevi, 2587, va: 12a). Divided Difa

into four parts.
Conclusion

Political books are works written for rulers and state administrators. In such works,
which include ethics as well as politics and state administration, the features and principles of
government are set forth by specifying the features that should be found in the rulers of the
state such as the ruler and vizier. In the political books, issues such as how the best state admi-
nistration should be according to the understanding of the time it was written, what can be
done to ensure this, how the people will be satisfied, the responsibilities of the ruler and other
statesmen to the people are centered. Viziers and other statesmen, especially the ruler, are re-
minded of their duties, what needs to be done and especially moral issues. In addition, it reve-
als the military, economic and social situation of the state of that day, and suggestions are made

for the solution of problems.

Pertevi Ali Efendi's work named "Diistur'l-Viizera" is one of these works on policy. As
we mentioned before, "Duistiiru'l- Viizera", Ebii'l-Hasan Ali b. Mohammed b. It is the Turkish
translation and commentary of Habib el-Maverdi's Arabic work named Kavaninii'l-vizare. The
translator wrote the work dedicated to Mehmed Pasha, one of the viziers of Sultan Ibrahim. The
author named his work, which he arranged as two introduction and two chapter, "Diisturu'l-
Viizera" because he explained the procedures, rules and rules that viziers should obey. Particu-
larly, in the second preliminary chapter, “(Diistiirii'l-viizera) hence, the meaning of the word
viizera and the word viizera and the meaning of the word viizera, the origin of the word vizir

in the title of the book and the general rules and principles that should be included in the vizier.

Pertevi Ali Efendi first mentioned the importance of being human and morality in the
first introduction. In the work, moral rules were also given great importance, and these rules
were tried to be applied very finely. As it is known, today it is clear how important moral rules
are in management and social life. In addition, the human and moral rules revealed by the work
are of the nature to embrace all humanity. For this reason, while it is clear that we need more
moral rules today than yesterday, the importance of such works increases even more. In such
works, which include ethics as well as politics and state administration, the features and prin-
ciples of government are set forth by specifying the features that should be found in the rulers
of the state such as the ruler and vizier. In the political books, issues such as how the best state
administration should be according to the understanding of the time it was written, what can be
done to ensure this, how the people will be satisfied, the responsibilities of the ruler and other
statesmen to the people are centered. Viziers and other statesmen, especially the ruler, are re-

minded of their duties, what needs to be done and especially moral issues.
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In the second preliminary chapter, the origin of the word vizier in the title of the book
and the features that the vizier should have, general rules and principles are stated. He states
that there are two types of viziers, namely vizaret-i tefviz and vizaret-i enforcement, and expla-
ins them in detail. It states in detail its characteristics, authorities and responsibilities. Researc-
hes on the reasons for the depressions and failures of the state or nations may be incomplete,
considering only political, economic and military reasons. The researches and their results will
be more realistic, without neglecting the political, economic and military dimensions, and ta-
king into account the educational, cultural and moral structures. When we think that every
segment of society such as politicians, sociologists and historians has many lessons to learn
from politics; We hope that this work, which we are trying to introduce, will be studied in a

more detailed way as soon as possible and brought to the world of science.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Atik, K, (2017), Pertevi Ali Efendi, Rebiii’l- Miilk ve Adabii Siiliiki’l-Miilitk- Siyasete AydimlikYol-
Ankara.

Ayaz, F-Y, (2013), Vezir, TDVIA, Istanbul, C. 43, s. 90-92.
Bursali M. Tahir, (1330), Siyasete Miiteallik Asar-1 Islamiyye, Istanbul.
Bursali Mehmed Tahir, (1333), Osmanli Miiellifleri, Istanbul, C.IL, s. 112-113;

Colak, A, (2016), Maverdi ve El-Ahkamu’s-Sultaniyyesi, [nonii Universitesi Uluslarars: Sosyal
Bilimler Dergisi, Cilt 5, Say1 1, , s. 173- 214.

Colak, O-M., (2003), Istanbul Kiitiiphanelerinde Bulunan Siyasetnameler Bibliyografyasi, TA-
LID, Tiirkiye Arastirmalar: Literatiir Dergisi, Cilt 1, Say12, , s. 339-378.

Defterdar Sar1 Mehmet Pasa, (1990), Devlet vAdamlarina Ogiitler-Osmanlilarda Devlet Diieni(
Nesaythr'l-Viizera ve’l- Umera veya Kitab-1 Giildeste-i Nizam- Devlete Miiteallik Risa-

le), Derleyen ve Ceviren: Hiiseyin Ragip Ugural, Ankara.
Kallek, C, (2003), Maverdi, TDVIA, Ankara, C. 28, s. 180-186.
Koci Beg, (1997), Risale-i Kogi Beg, Sadelestiren: Zuhuri Danisman, Istanbul.
Kutlu, S,(2012), Va’'d ve Va’id, TDVIA, Istanbul, C. 42.
Levend, A-S, (1962), “Siyaset-nameler”, T.D.A.Y.-Belleten, Ankara.
Levend, A-S, (1964), “ Ummet Caginda Ahlak Kitaplarmmiz”, T.D.A.Y.-Belleten, Ankara.
Litfi Pasa, (1326, Asafname, ( Nesr, Ali Emiri), , Istanbul,.
Liitfi Paga, (1982), Asafname, Haz. Ahmet Ugur, Ankara
Ugur, A, (1987), Osmanli Siyasetnameleri, Kayseri.

Pertevi Ali Efendi, Diistiiru’l- Viizera, Siileymaniye Yazma Eser Kiitiiphanesi, Esad Efendi Ko-
leksiyon (Demirbas) Numarasi: 02587.

Tietze, Andreas, (1979-1982), Mustafa Ali’s Counsel for Sultans of 1581, Wien. I-IL.

www kesitakademi.com



