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The Question of Doubt in Narration: Its Reasons and Methods
Utilized by Hadith Scholars to Remove Doubt

Mustafa GENG’

Oz: Islam tarihi boyunca muhaddisler, hadislerin gelecek nesillere en dogru sekilde ak-
tarimi i¢in olaganiisti bir gayret sarf etmislerdir. Bu ugurda rivayetlerin yazimi ve ted-
vin edilmesi siirecinden baglamak tizere, rivayetlerin yazimindaki imla ve noktalama
sorunlarinin (tashif ve tahrif) ortadan kaldirilmasina kadar ¢ok genis bir yelpazede bu
hizmet faaliyeti kesintisiz bir sekilde devam etmistir. Ayrica hadis ilminin, mevzuu iti-
bariyla, Allah Restili'ne ait sz, fiil, takrir ve siret olarak bilinen her bilgi ve belgeyi
aktarmay gaye edinmis olmasi, s6z konusu hizmetin “dini bir vecibe” oldugunu ve
aktarim stirecinin daha biiyiik bir 6zen ve titizligi gerektirdigini gostermektedir. Bu ger-
¢evede hadis ulemasinin zaman zaman bir rivayeti naklederken bazi isim, kiinye, kelime
veya climlenin lafzini tam olarak tespit etme gayretinin bir sonucu olarak sek ve tered-
diit igeren ifadeler kullandiklar1 goriilmektedir. Bu noktada kanaatimizce sek ve tered-
didiin, ravinin hifz ve zabtinin zayif veya giiglii olmasiyla da dogrudan iligkisi bulun-
mamaktadir. Zira burada hifz ve zabti zayif olan raviler kadar, bu hususta gayet kuvvetli
olan ravilerin de sek ve tereddiit yagadiklar1 ve rivayetlerinde bunu agikea ifade edebil-
dikleri goriliir. Dolayisiyla rivayetlerdeki sek probleminin, beser hafizasinin, tabii seyir
igerisindeki hata ve yanilma payu ile dini bir vazifeyi 6zenle yerine getirme gayretinin
dogal bir sonucu oldugu sdylenebilir. Ancak beserin akil ve mantig1 da sek ve tered-
diitte kalmayi kabullenmeyip ¢esitli sekillerde bunu gidermenin yollarina bagvurmay1
zorunlu kilmaktadir. Bu kapsamda, tarih boyunca hadis alimleri, rivayetlerdeki mezkir
sek ve tereddiidii giderebilmek maksadiyla birtakim ¢6ziim yontemleri sunmuslardir.
Iste bu makale, ilgili ¢6ziim yontemlerini incelemektedir. Bu baglamda s6z konusu yén-
temlerin ayrintisina girilmeden 6nce sek kelimesinin sézliik ve terim anlamu {izerinde
durulmus, ardindan sekki ifade eden edat ve tabirler ile sekkin kisimlari ve sebepleri ki-
saca ele alinmugtir. Sonrasinda s6z konusu yontemlerin bizatihi hadisler tizerinde nasil
uygulandigini gorebilmek amaciyla, 6rneklendirmelerin dogrudan temel hadis ve serh
kaynaklarindan segilmesine 6zen gosterilmis ve bu alandaki teorik ilkelerin pratik diiz-
lemdeki tatbik zemini esas alinmistir. Makale, sek giderme yontemi olarak biri cem' ve
te'lif (uzlastirma), digeri de tercih olmak iizere iki temel yontem ve ilgili 6rnekleri tize-
rinde durmaktadir. Aslinda bu yoéntemler, hadis ilimleri igerisinde “ihtilafirl-hadis veya
mubhtelifi’]l-hadis yahut miiskilt’l-hadis” olarak bilinen ve gériiniirde birbirlerine aykir1
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manalar tastyan hadisler arasindaki problemleri ¢ozmek tizere gelistirilmis yontemler-
dendir. Dolayisiyla rivayetteki sek problemi, dogrudan ihtilafirl-hadis ilmi kapsamina
giren bir konu sayilmasa da ilgili problemin ¢6ziimii i¢in kullanilan yontemler, ihtila-
firl-hadisteki ¢6ziim yontemleriyle aynidir. Bu baglamda temel kaynaklardan hareketle
cem’ ve telif yontemi kapsaminda bes ilke tespit edilmistir. Bu ilkeler sirasiyla soyledir:
(1-) Hem lafiz, hem de mana itibariyla birbirine yakin olan kelimeler arasindaki cem' ve
te'lif, (2-) ayni konuyla iliskili diger rivayetler goz oniinde bulundurularak yapilan cem’
ve te'lif, (3-) rivayetlerden birinin digerinden zaman olarak daha 6nce olmasi yoniiyle
yapilan cem’ ve te’lif, (4-) ravi ile alakali isim ve kiinye ve benzeri hususlarin bilgisine da-
niiyle yapilan cem’ ve telif. Diger taraftan tercih yontemi gergevesinde ise dokuz temel
ilke oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu ilkelerin birincisi “Kesinlik bildiren rivayeti, sek ve tered-
diidiin bulundugu rivayete tercih” seklindedir. Bu ilkenin alt baghiginda da kesinlik bil-
diren rivayetin gerekgelerinden bahsedilmektedir. Bu gerekgeler ise soyledir: Ayni ravi-
nin hem sek bildiren hem de kesinlik ifade eden iki rivayetinden kesin olanimnin tercih
edilmesi, hadis otoritelerince bilinen, meshur pek ¢ok tarikle gelen bir rivayet olmasi
bakimindan tercih edilmesi, rivayetin naklinde daha titiz ve hafiz olanin rivayeti olmasi
itibariyla tercih edilmesi ve Buhéri ve Miislin’in her ikisinin veya birinin naklettigi bir
rivayet olmasi hasebiyle tercih edilmesi. Biitiin bu sayilanlar, birinci ilkedeki kesinlik
bildiren rivayetin tercih gerekgeleri olarak tespit edilmistir. Diger sekiz ilke ise soyledir:
(1-) Sek ve tereddidiin bulundugu rivayette asgari diizeyde varlig1 kesin olanin tercihi,
(2-) sek lafzinin yer aldigi rivayetin baglamindan hareketle yapilan tercih, (3-) sek lafzi-
nin bulunmadig rivayetlerin baglamu itibariyla yapilan tercih, (4-) toplumda yaygin 6rf
ve adetler kapsaminda yapilan tercih, (5-) rivayetin lafzinin Kuran’a uygun olmasi baki-
mindan yapilan tercih, (6-) tarihi gergeklige uygunluk bakimindan yapilan tercih, (7-)
sozliikteki dogru anlam itibariyla yapilan tercih ve (8-) ravilerin isim ve nesepleri ko-
nusundaki bilgi bakimindan yapilan tercih. Bu basliklarin se¢iminde, 6zellikle o konu
hakkinda hadis serhlerinde izah ve yorumlar yapan hadis alimlerinin gorisleri dikkate
alinmig ve kimi zaman bu goriisler 6zetlenirken, bazen de dogrudan ilgili ibarelere yer
verilmistir. Dolayisiyla bagliklar, secilen hadis 6rnekleri ve bu 6rnekler hakkindaki yo-
rum ve goriislerden hareketle olusturulmaya gayret edilmis, bagliga uygun 6rnek ara-
mak gibi bir yola bagvurulmamistir. Bu baglamda, segilen 6rneklerin, zaman zaman,
farkli sekillerde yorumlanmaya miisait ve birden fazla baslik altinda kategorize edilebi-
lecek nitelikte olmasi da miimkiin gozitkmektedir. Bu durum, bir yoniiyle ilgili goriis ve
yaklasim farkliliginin zenginligini ortaya koyarken, diger yonden de s6z konusu baglik-
larin ulema tarafindan kabul gérdiigiinii ve islevsel olarak kullanildigini gosterir.

Anahtar kelimeler: $ek, ravi, rivayet, hadis serhleri, hifz, zabt, ihtilaf, muhtelifi’l-ha-
dis, cem’ ve te’lif, tercih

Abstract: Hadith scholars have made a great effort to transmit hadiths to future gener-
ations throughout the history of Islam. Hence, the process of transferring and narrat-
ing continued, starting from the process of writing narrations (riwdyat) and writing
them down in order to remove the problems of spelling errors in writing narrations.
In addition, the hadith science aims to transmit every information and document
based upon the sayings of the Prophet, may God’s prayers and peace be upon him,
which also includes his actions, and his biography. Moreover, this indicates that the
aforementioned process is a “religious duty” and therefore needs much care and atten-
tion in its performance. In this context, it is noted that hadith scholars sometimes use
expressions of doubt and indecision while trying to define a name, nickname, word,
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or phrase during the transmission of the hadiths. In our opinion, the source of doubt
and indecision is not directly related to the weakness or strength of the narrator’s
memory. It is for that reason that it is possible to observe the narrators having doubts
about the great-strong experts of the narrators (huffaz) just as the weak narrators con-
cerning the memorization, and they explained this in their narrations. Therefore, it
can be said that the problem of doubt in narrations is a natural consequence between
the possibility of error and omission in the natural course of human memory, and the
careful exertion of effort in the performance of religious duty. On the other hand, the
human mind refuses to accept doubt and requires the resort to methods that remove
it by various means. In this context, hadith scholars throughout history have provided
several solutions or approaches to ward off the doubt in relation to what is narrated.
This article deals with these approaches but before delving into the details of these ap-
proaches, the research focuses on the meaning of doubt, both linguistically and idi-
omatically. That is followed by dealing with the letters and expressions that express
doubt, and the sections of doubt and its causes. After that, attention is directed to se-
lecting examples directly from hadith sources and basic commentary books to learn
how to apply these methods to the hadiths themselves, or the practical application of
theoretical principles in this field.

This article focuses on two basic approaches and examples associated with them: one is
combination and synthesis (al-jam‘ wa al-ta’lif), and the other is preference (al-tarjih).
In fact, these two methods are among the methods that have been used to remove the
problem that exists between contradictory narrations, which are known as “mukhtalif
al-hadith” or “mushkil al- hadith”. Hence, the problem of doubt in the narration, even
if it is not one of the issues of mukhtalif al-hadith with all its aspects, then the methods
that must be followed to remove doubt are the same methods that must be followed to
push away the difference and confusion that exist between the contradictory hadiths. In
this context, based on the basic sources, five principles have been defined in the scope
of the method of combination and synthesis.

These principles are as follows: the combination and synthesis of words that are close in
terms of pronunciation and meaning; the combination and synthesis considering other
narrations on the same topic; the combination and synthesis, considering the progres-
sion of one of the narrations before the other; the combination and synthesis on the ba-
sis of knowing the narrator’s name, nickname, etc.; and the combination and synthe-
sis, taking into account the knowledge and piety of the narrator’s sahabi (companion of
the Prophet Muhammad). On the other hand, there are nine basic principles within the
method of preference. The first of these principles is the preference of the definite narra-
tion over the dubious one. Under this principle are the considerations needed regarding
the preference of the definite narration. These considerations are as follows: The pref-
erence of the definite narration of the same narrator who was narrated by him is also
mentioned on the subject of doubt; the preference for the definite narration, given the
abundance of famous ways and narratives; the preference of the definite narration, con-
sidering the narration of the master who has mastered the hadith; and finally the prefer-
ence of the definite narration given that one of the two sheikhs (al-Bukhari and Muslim)
narrated it or agreed upon it. All these considerations have been identified as reasons to
prefer the definite narrative mentioned in the first principle.

The other eight principles are as follows: Preference of the least certain and prudent;
the preference considering the context of the narration in which the doubt occurred;
the preference considering the context of the narration in which there was no doubt;
the preference given to knowledge that relates to the prevailing norms in society; the
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preference concerning the approval of the apparent meaning of the Quran; the prefer-
ence of the historical constants; the preference is given to the most appropriate linguis-
tic meaning; and the preference given to knowledge of names and genealogies. We chose
these titles according to the opinions and explanations given by the scholars of hadith
concerning the hadith that were noted as a model. At times these opinions were sum-
marized, and at other times the words of the scholars were transmitted directly. The ti-
tles were then formed based on the selected models, explanations, and opinions on these
models; yet the search did not include a selection for a suitable form for the titles. In this
context, the examples chosen may be appropriate for different interpretations at times
and may be classified under more than one title. While this situation reveals the rich-
ness of the difference of opinion and approach on the one side, it also shows that these
titles are accepted and used functionally by the scholars.

Key words: Doubt, narrator, narration, transmit, hadith commentaries, difference, con-
fusion, contradictory hadiths, combination and synthesis, preference
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