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EXAM IN TERMS OF 
CHI ITERATURE 

ABSTRACT  
This study aims to examine the books published by TUBITAK (The Scientific and Technological 

Research Council of Turkey) for children in the age of 6-12 years in terms of children's literature and determine 
their suitability for children's literature. For this purpose, 75 books on different subjects, randomly selected 
among 215 children's books published by TUBITAK for the 6-12 age group, were included in the study. Also, 
37 of these books are narrative, and 38 of them are informative. Since an existing situation will be revealed, 
descriptive research method and survey model were used in the study. 215 Children's Books published by 
TUBITAK for the 6-12 age group is the universe of this research. The 75 randomly selected books in narrative 
and informative type are the samples of the study. The research is limited to 75 books. Findings obtained are 
given within the framework of related headings. The books identified were examined in terms of visual (formal 
- external structure), language and expression, and content features. As a result of the review, 75 books were 
not sufficient, taking into account all three main criteria. However, 62 books (92%, n = 75) visual features, 49 
books (65%, n = 75) language and expression characteristics, 9 books (24%, n = 37) narrative texts content 
features, 19 books (50%, n = 38) informative texts were considered partially sufficient in terms of content 
features. 
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EXTENDED SUMMARY 

Purpose  

When the relevant literature is examined, it is seen that many literary studies have been 
conducted on children's literature at the levels of master's and doctoral studies. It also seems that 
popular children's science books should also be studied if they carry the basic characteristics of 
children's literature. Although various academic studies related to popular science books have been 

Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK) and have an important place in the field of 
 

In this study, children's books published by TUBITAK are examined in terms of the basic 
principles of children's literature. The purpose behind is to assess the place of these books in modern 
children's literature. For this reason, the main question to be answered in this study is: what are the 

ng the basic features of 
children's literature?  

Methodology 

Directorate as for the basic characteristics of children's literature, is a scanning-type of research as it 
aims to explain the existing situation as it is. Since the research requires the analysis of written texts 
(story/novel) within certain categories, the study was conducted through the document analysis 
method as qualitative research. 

The scope of the research consists of 250 popular children's science books published by 
TUBITAK for the age group between six and twelve years old. As an example, a total of 75 books 
were selected from these published books, paying attention to different subject areas, narration type 
and series, constituting 30% of each age category. The number of children's books published by 
TUBITAK is currently changing. 37 of the selected books are narrative while 38 are informative text. 

Findings 

The books examined as to visual features are found sufficient/partially sufficient concerning 
the cover, paper used, page structure, volume, quality of images, and page layout; it has also been 
found that the external design is insufficient in terms of the quality of the visuals, font size, and age 
group knowledge of the book.  

The texts of the books examined in terms of language and expressive features were found 
sufficient/partially sufficient concerning the sentence structure, perception of time, and type of 
expression; these books were found insufficient in terms of the figure of speech and humour in 
expression.  

Narrative texts were studied as for their content, and it was found that these texts were 
sufficient in the sense that they do not include the subjects of discrimination and prejudices suitable 
for Turkish national education, together with the selection of characters and topics suitable for age 
groups, the narration of events depending on cause and effect, the positive effect of heroes, giving 
place to time and place. This situation was found pleasing. This situation is gratifying. Also, it was 
observed that the books are partially sufficient in terms of including universal values, including 
characters from different cultures, and understanding of the features of the characters. It was seen 
that the analysed books are insufficient for including extraordinary heroes and expressions 
appropriate for the developmental ages of children 

Informative books, which were examined in terms of content features, were found sufficient 
for the accuracy of the information, for the subjects told convincingly and consistently, for the 
subjects appropriate for the age groups, as well as the compatibility with the titles of the books, and 
the use of different expression techniques. With these aspects, the books were found satisfying and 
sufficient. However, it was concluded in the study that these books were insufficient to include 
introductory information about the fictional originality and the subject narrated.  
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Conclusion and Discussion 

In this study, 75 books 
- 
criteria. All 75 books examined were not found sufficient in terms of all three basic criteria. 62 books 
(92%, n = 75) visual features, 49 books (65%, n = 75) language and expression characteristics, 9 
books (24%, n = 37) narrative texts content features, 19 books (50%, n = 38) informative texts were 
considered partially sufficient in terms of content features. Of the 75 books examined based on three 
basic criteria, 13 books (17%, n = 75) in terms of visual features, 26 books (37%, n = 75) in terms of 
language and narrative features, narrative texts 28 books (77%, n = 37) in terms of content, 
informative texts 19 books (50%, n = 38) were seen as insufficient in terms of their characteristics. 
It is quite interesting that 77% of narrative texts and 50% of informative texts are insufficient 
concerning content features. Content is important for books. The content of the books is expected to 
be sufficient. As a result of the study, it was observed that TUBITAK children's books did not meet 
the expectations as for visual features, language and expression features, and content features.  

According to the development level of children, these books, instead of photographs, should 
include elements of humour and comic, introductory information about the subject narrated in the 
book, introductory information and unusual characters. The pictures used in these books should 
stimulate the imagination and creativity of children. The books should not include any language, 
religious, gender or racial discrimination.  

  


