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NEW EVIDENCE ON THE EARLY PREHISTORIC COMMUNITIES OF THE 
CENTRAL VOLCANIC CAPPADOCIA, AVANOS EXAMPLES; TOPRAKTEPE 

 

ABSTRACT 

Studies on the earliest settled communities of the Volcanic Cappadocia Region, especially for 
Neolithic and Chalcolithic periods, are based on the archaeological surveys and excavations which located in 

 and Aksaray). However the current knowledge is so limited for the 

few survey projects. As a result of the necessity on the evaluation of the early prehistoric cultures of the 

Department. Nenesu Project aim to improve the recent limited information on the early settled societies of the 
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prehistoric sites were found in Avanos region which provide significant information about the early prehistoric 
communities of Avanos and Central Volcanic Cappadoica. 

Key Words: Volcanic Cappadocia, Avanos, Chalcolithic Period.  
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EXYENDED SUMMARY 
Purpose
Investigations on the earliest settled communities of the Volcanic Cappadocia Region are 

based on the we

province) derives from a few projects. The NENESU archaeological survey project was started in 
2019 which aims to research on the earliest settled communities of the Central Volcanic Cappadocia. 
In 2020 survey season, two prehistoric sites were found in Avanos area. The main purpose of this 
article is evaluation of the archaeological 
to get information on the early prehistory of the Central Volcanic Cappadocia. 

Methodology 

district. During the 2020 season of the NENESU archaeological survey project, the surface material 
from both sites which consist of pottery and lithics were collected systematicly. Whole material from 

r contemporary 
sites.  

Findings 

lithic materials. Pottery examples are comparable with the Western Volcanic Cappadocian 
 

(Aksaray), Tepecik-

mainly obsidian. Flint was rarely used for both sites.  
Conclusion and Discussion 

prehistoric seasonal camp sites. The landscape where both sites are located contain different water 
sources and green vegetation which provide proper conditions especially for the animal husbandry 
activities. 

The studies on the collected pottery findings indicate the similarities with the Western 

forms and decorations and all information indicate the similarity between Western Volcanic 
Cappadocian prehistoric sites; Gelveri (Aksaray), Tepecik-

 
According to these similarities, the Avanos sites can be dated a time span between 6th 

Millennium BC and the first half of the 5th 

the earliest sites for Avanos district.  
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  


