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Over the last decade, the field of distance education (and e-
learning) has substantially strengthened and assumed a
more international scope. There has been an impressive
growth in the conceptual, empirical and experiential
foundations of the field. Trends and Issues in Distance
Education: International Perspectives (2nd Ed) captures a
representative snapshot of the breadth of current global
trends and issues in distance education theory, research, and
practice. Through 21 chapters (from over 30 international
authors), the book documents new developments in distance
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and human development needs around the world. They focus
on distance education in dissimilar settings that extend
beyond the limitations of the dominating paradigms of the highly developed economies.
Contributing authors touch upon conceptual as well as practical issues. They critically
reflect on both large- and small-scale distance education initiatives, discussing the use of
everything from the most advanced technologies (e.g., 3-D computing) to the most
rudimentary technologies (e.g., wind-up radios) (Quated Amazon Pages)

This book makes a contribution to the field of distance education by offering a
comprehensive overview and analysis of the current trends and issues in distance
education. In addition, the book is well-organized and coherent in terms of presentation.

The reader is guided by section editors who provides introduction to the section and an
overview of the chapters in the section, which makes the book reader-friendly.
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The book includes four sections. In Section I, “"Perspectives on Global Trends and Issues
in Distance Education”, the following issues are tackled: the fundamental definition and



understanding of the concept of distance education, the implications of an international
research agenda, gauging short-term possibilities and challenges with the integration of
commercial Technologies into distance education, the place of postsecondary distance
education in a time of globalization, and the lessons to be extracted from the concrete
and rich case of distance education in Brazil.

In Section II, “"Distance Education in Primary and Secondary Education Settings”, the
issues that were focused on are: the design and development of virtual secondary school,
discussion of e-learning in Portugal, how interactive radio instruction helps students and
teachers to learn more effectively when assisted by radio lessons, and reflections on the
results of 30 years of distance education experience in Mozambique.

Section III, “"Distance Education in University and Other Formalized Higher Education
Settings” is the largest section of the book. In general, it focuses on distance education
in university and higher education settings.

Section 1V, “"Distance Education in the Workplace and in Nonformal Settings”, is about
the use of distance education to meet the needs of learners outside the formal education
settings and to meet the education needs of learners’ hard-to-reach or forgotten
segments of society such as refugees and prisoners.

The chapters that are included in each section can be seen in detail in the Contents part
below:
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Introduction by Lya Visser, Section Editor.

E-learning at the Workplace: The Case of a Manufacturing Company in
Malaysia, A7 Ping Teoh. 294



Distance Learning in Aviation :Applications and Impacts on a Global Industry, Michael
Crudden.
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One of the strengths of the book is that it addresses a large number of readers such as
students studying about distance education, students studying through distance
education, practitioners, instructors, and researchers who are interested in the field of
distance education. Another strong aspect of the book is that the chapters presented in
the book are impressive in terms of the diversity of topics.
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